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greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulat,  ancTone  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  century, baa  said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Poktrait  and  Biographical 
Hkgohi)  of  this  county  has  been  prepai-ed.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  oui 
corps  of  writere  have  gone  to  the  peo|)le,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
straggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  teils  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  othei-s,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  educati<m,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
iuHueuce  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  aud  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  con  ten'' 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  thi'ougli  their  effoi-ts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  le^on  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  And  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  bo 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  erroi«  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biogi-aph 
ical  sketches,  portraits  ot  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

September,   1893,  BuM^iiArEiiiAr.  I'idi.isiu.n-.^  Co, 
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GEOHGB  WASHINGTON, 


HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Feb,  22,  1732.  His  parents 
!  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Pall)  WashinfcW  n  Tl  l  fa  nily 
to  which  he  belonj^ed  his  not 
been  satisftctorilj  traced  in 
England  His  great  grand- 
father John  Washi  igton  ci  1 
igrited  to  Virginia  about  1657 


li     bee 


rrospero 


iKnter  He  had 
Liwrence  and  John  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children  Joh 
\  i^ustme  and  Mildred  Augu 
tine  the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  chddren,  two  of  whom, 
I  awrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
mitunty  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marnige,  George  was  the 
eldest  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel  fohn  Migustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
sideat  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patoniac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  lime  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
inathenial'cs.      His    spelling  was   rather  defective. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physic* 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  i4yearsoldhehad  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea  and  a  midshipman's  warrantwas  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  lusiness  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life  gaining  expenence  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him  In  175  r,  though  only  19  years  of 
age  be  was  appon  ted  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  m  the  Virginia  raihtia,  then  being  trained  fot 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuicn- 
ant- Governor  of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  16  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania,  The  distance  to  be  traversed  ^ 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  tenitory  occupied  by  Indians.     Th» 
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irip  wasaperilousone.aiidsevcral  limes  lie  came  near 
losing  his  life  vet  he  retarned  m  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  u  eful  epo  t  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  n  en  wa  a  ed  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col  Jo  I  a  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
comm      on  d   1  ant-colonel.      Active  war  was 

then  be  un  aga  he  French  and  Indians,  in  which 

Washi  go  ook  a  nost  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  ot  July  g,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
lo  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelina  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  r;,  r759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  jiort 
fif  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  rg,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  ever;-  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec,  23,  1783,  Washingipn,  in 
a.  paning  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


command  h  m 

to  the  Continental  Congre  g      A       po        H 

retired  immediately  to  M  d  d 

his  occupation  as  a  farmer      d  h 

connection  with  public  life 

In    February,i789,  Wash    g  n 

elected  President.     In  his  p       d  h    w 

subject  to  the  peculiar  tr  w 

government ;  trials  from  la  k  fid  h   p  rt 

of  other  governments;  tria  w  h  y 

between  the  different  sect  o  ry 

trials  from  the  impoverished  h 

owing  to  the  war  and  want  d  h 

beginnings  of  party  strife.     H    w  H 

cle  ir  judg.nent  could  disce       h     g    d       m  d 

while  perhaps  this  alone  k  p  j,  m 

sinking   at    the  very  outs  d 

attacks  from  both  sides,  wh  d 

very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  fi 
mously  re-elected.     At  th         d 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re  d  h        so 

refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  e\piraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  re]K)se 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate offiters  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  sujjerin  tended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off,  December  i  z,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wiih  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  ot 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  be^n  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  withgy  l^ins  dull. 
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SECOND  'J^PKS/nEJVT. 


OHN    ADAMS,     the     second 
'-President  and  the   first   Vice- 
\  President  of  the  United  States, 
born    in  Braintree    (now 
,  Quincy  ),Mass.,  and  al)out  ten 
tides   from    Boston,    Oct.    19, 
[7  35    His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
s,   emigrated    from    England 
about  1640,  with  3.  family  of  eight 
\,  sons,  ■ind  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents   of  John    were   John    and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.     His 
father   was    a    farmer    of    limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.      He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
'  tion    at    Harvard    College.      John 

graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
■'sci^ool  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  be 
termed  "the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
.;ils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanlstic  good  nature," 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the.  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (ijO^),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
^on  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
iteps  toward  holdin^  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  Tcry  populai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos 
ton  in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  ptoniinent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himseh 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  Hq 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  Hvei 
appointed  June  n,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefl'erson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  batthng  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  th; 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,"tiic 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  ot  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde. 
pendent  states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary, 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  ot' 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemniied  with  pomp,  show» 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
Irom  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaralion,  and  support  and  defend 
theie  States ;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  1  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
daiegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Benijamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  pioposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  bans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  ii?>^.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  stilldroopinganddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot, he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James,  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
nis  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams'  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,thoagh  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years.he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

TVhile  Mt.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the  great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Eurojie, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  atissuewiih 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  theic 
power  of  self-government,  and  lie  utterly  abhored  the 
class  of  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France, 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violenceof  partyfeeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  ui>on  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strenf^th 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  i8z6,  which  completed  the  hall 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was  ?  He  replied,  "  O  yes ;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all," 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spiiit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr, 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests.was  intellectual  ard  expres, 
sive,  but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  ard  unconrteous. 
He  had  neither  the  Softy  dignity  of  Washinpton,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson, 
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:  HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
|l  born  Apnl  2  1743,  at  Sliad- 
pwdl  Albemi-jrle  county,  Va. 
His  paretitb  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (  Raiidoliih)  Jefferson, 
the  tormer  a  n-itive  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
'  age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
a.id  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  hved  somewhat  ej^pensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  lo  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals,  it  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences.that  he  vias  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
houre  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy  and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facUity.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  anj 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  x 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  acculeness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  F.nglaud  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  hfe.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  Deauti- 
ful,  wealthy  and  highly  accomphshed  young  widow 

Uixin  Mr,  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  thsre 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Mo nticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  ye* 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  lo  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Cclonial  Congress^ 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  u[X)n  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  ap]X)inted 
to  draw  up  the  paper,  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4, 1776.    What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast— 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
■ufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Moniicello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  Ihe  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  yesrs  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan,  I,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with,  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
lo  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  intc  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
wuthwestem  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  ahhough  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
ac,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  fell  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello, 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  i8z6,  being  the  fifrieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  iestivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha'; 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftietli 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,- - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  bis  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  lo  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  hfe. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom  ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore 
head  broad,  andhiswhole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  }.:s  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  inrimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  i^i  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  wriungsis 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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'  AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
&  of  the  Constitution,"  aiid  fourth 
isideiit  of  the  United  States, 
s  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Virginia, 
'  June  28,   1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda 
tions  of  this  great   repubbc  were 
laid    He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    Uniti,d 
Stites  to   be    called   to   his    eternai 
reward 

The  Madison  family  were  ainoii^ 
the  eatlj  emigrants  to  the  New  \\  orld 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa 
peake  but  15  years  after  the  settle 
ment  of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
pUnter,  residing  upon  a  vet)  fine  es 
tate  called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  m 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest,  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conductetl 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 
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prudent  zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours' sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  consutution.  He  graduated  in  1771,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf  ■ 
qiient  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading 
This  educational  course  the  spirit  ot  the  times  in 
which  he  lived  and  the  societj  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty  and  to  train  him  for  his  hfe  work  ot 
istUesmin  Being  naturalh  of  a  religion',  turn  of 
mind  ind  his  frail  heilth  leading  htm  to  think  that 
his  hie  was  not  to  be  long  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies  Endowed  with  a  mind 
siigularlj  free  from  passion  and  prejudice  and  with 
ilmo'^t  unequalled  oowers  of  reasoning  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
intil  his  filth  became  so  established  as  never  to 
Le  shaken 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council, 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  hi* 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  hewas  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
ihe  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  moat  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utier  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr,  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
"he  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
^as  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Conari- 
tution  of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
lenlatitfes  in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs,  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
■  queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison, 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  Ihe  verge  of  war.  , 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr,  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
inhisdis[)Osition,war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  \\\p\\  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hosrility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  genera!  approved;  and  Mr,  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  utiou  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infan'. 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pHng  with  the  most  fomridable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  eariy  in  February, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  off"ered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Paluxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

Tlie  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropohs.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidenriat 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  i8r5,thetreatyofpeace  was  signed  at  Ghent, 
On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe,  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainderof  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  la,  1849. 
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£|^PEQES  n]OI]ROE.«Mi 


\  AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
*^Presidentof  The  United  Stales, 
as  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
a.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
I  many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  lie  was  born.  When, 
17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  ii  highly 
probable  that  iie  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  tlie  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  jjouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whcm  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  es|xiused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  o;  lie  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleani  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
bad  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing ujxin  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro-] 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered, 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jeff"erson,  al 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag: 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  avolun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  tha! 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good. 
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lie  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
ihe  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
DeeplyasMr.  Monroefelt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  'he  Republican  parly, 
ihat  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate ;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  httle  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  tlie  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  10  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  ^  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution,  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  Ail  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the_  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  aporeciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  _  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  witti  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstwitions. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  tlie 
office  for  three  yeats.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  tc 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transter  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  oiu- 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison,  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  oi 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
|)!ration  of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  i8i7,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  imiwrtant  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States ;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "Monroe  doctrine.' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  (he  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  « ish 
to  have  Euroi)ean  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due ]X)ttions  of  the  American  Continent,  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  anyattempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestarion  by  European 
oowers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  Fecond  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  hved  Hnul  1830. 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died.on  the  4th  of  July    1831 
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SIXTH  PRESIDRNT. 


OHN  QUINCV  ADAMS,  the 
h  P  e  dent  of  the  United 
b     es  w  s  born  in  tlie  rural 
ho    e  of  his   honored  father, 
Jo  n Adams,inQiiincy,Ma5s., 
o     he       h  of  July,  1767.  His 
o  he     a  woman  of  exalted 
wa  ched  over  his  childhood 
d      ng       e  a  most   constant   ab- 
s       e  of      s  father.      When    but 
e  gh     ea     of  age,  he  stood  with 
h        o  he   on  an  eminence,  listen- 
;  boo    ing  of  the  great  bat- 
I  ke  s  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
nok    and  flames  billow- 
on      he   conflagration   of 


e  even  years  old    he 

if     adieu  of  his  mother, 

father  for   Europe, 

s       misers.   The  bright, 

a  d  a  half  in  Paris,  where 

h   Franklin  and  Lee   as 

e     !en  po  en  a  y      H  s      telligence   attracted 

he  no     e  of  he  e  d      ngu  s  ed  men,  and  he  received 

from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
conr.try,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad  Again 
(Ol.A  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  .:tudy;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
wnere  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  .\msterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea-s  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  ihe  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
rulture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
nis  studies,  under  a  pri"ate  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


hrough  a  flee  ol    ( 
m    ed  boy    pe 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  t; 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquainlanct 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Coutinent- 
examining  arctiitectural  remains,  galleries  of  |  ainlings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Parts  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  tomjxiral 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
[Kjinted  by  Wasliington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckncy, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Brilian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  ii 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1 7  97 ,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  Jiis  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  london,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  as 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  etu 
gaged, — ^Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  dau^htei 
of  Mr,  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  t^«t 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  d«»^ed. 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1 7  97  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799.  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  iSoz,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  iSog. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. .He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  consdtuted  an  importart 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  everyday. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  ^appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Euroiie,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
18th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  yearsof  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr,  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  :he  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety -nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty -one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  wei^t  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
be  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
:ombined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  u|>on 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
4«  oast  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to,  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  homein 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighring  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retirtd 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  be  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress,  For  seventeen 
years,  antil  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentaUve,  towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle'  for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  iilace  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scruriny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  dating  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  peUtions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  graiid  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  Houfe,  with  assassination 
but  no  threats  could  inumidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  bis 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prajer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  aronnd  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviviiig  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  aiid 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  y-lhen  after  a  momenl's 
pause  he  added,  " I  am  content"  These  were  the 
last   words  of    the    grand    "  Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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NDREW  JACKSON,  the 
seventh  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.  C, 
767        f      d  y 
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ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-apattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  des|jerate 
Dlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  Che  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
diiabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  w«  succcssf-U  i^  gbtaining  their  exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illn  si 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supiHjrted  himself  in  various  ways,  s  i:h  aa 

working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school   and 

I    k    g        a    general    store,    until    1 7 84,    when   he 

d     I  iw  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 

g  ittention  to  the  wild  amusements   of  the 

1       to  his  studies.    In  1788,  he  was  apjxjinted 

1  f     the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 

1     1    r       essee  was  then    a  part.      This    involved 

y  I     g   and  tedious  journeys   amid   dangers  of 

)  k    d    but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear 

d    1     I  dians  had  no  desire  to  repeat    a   skirmisl* 

1     Sharp  Knife. 

I      7       Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  whc» 

[{)0    d  I  erself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 

C  he  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 

the  conditionsof  the  divorce  bad  just  been 

ttled  by  the  first  husband.     The  marriage 

as  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 

fien  used  by  his   enemies   to   bring    Mr. 

D  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  neariy  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxvilie  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  elevet, 
counties,  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates^ 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  io 
the  National  House  of  Representadves.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  vherc  Congr^s  then   held  its 
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a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  De^iio- 
ccacic  party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiiing,  delivered  his 
last  speech  lo  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  bvitsoon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  jwsilion  he  held  fjr  six  years. 

When  tjie  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair, 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
jffeied  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  oRer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack iii»n  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  himdred  trooi>s  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
Expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  afteradelay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  oi>inions ;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  Stale.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that-  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  |)istol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
ters, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  lo  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strongforton 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Slrother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.    The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  o[ 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
[wwet  of  the  Creeks  was  braken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itsterrifiic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  ihe  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  onr  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
alliesof  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have-conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march.  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  anddoubtfid.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  rerired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  himdred. 

The  name  of  Gen,  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but, in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  tSzg,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  afiliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applaude/:".  oyone  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's life  were  that  of  a  devoted  Christian   man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
I   eighth     President    of    the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  s, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July   24,    1862.      His 
body  rests  in  the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
1  plain  granite    shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  i-  oux.  .Utle  in  the  life  of  Martiii  Van  Buren 
sf  rumanf  x;  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  iu 
political  and  intellectual  couflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  jiame  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

,Je  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  nn- 
usual  activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
Ji  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  |X)wers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  Vis  native  village, 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  0I 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  parly  was  then  at  its  height  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  ijolitician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  Hstening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with, 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  esjxjused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights ;  though  at  that  time  the  fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  hiuj 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  thi 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  th* 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  httve  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  siiorl 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  ovei 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  i8i2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  lo 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr,  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap-' 
pointed  Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  Slate. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
piominent  leaders  of  tht  Democratic  party,  he  had 
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the    welfare   of  the 


ihs  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that '' universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
In  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests 


In  1821  he  was  elected  r.  member  of  the  United 
States  Seriate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  api)roval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
intereslsof  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
■Mnspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 
In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  beirg  then  in  the 
''residential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
.he  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  dc 
^ermined  opposec  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
■Stiiie  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
■deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Siwn  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
leat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contribated  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
\dams  from  the  Presidential  c:hg,ir,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians 
:t  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  sptingsof  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
"te.-'lthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  Ry 
these  (X)wers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

Wiij  I  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
ap|K.inted  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  Stale.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused  to  ratify  the  nomination,  and  he  returned 


Presid       J     k 
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home,  apparently  untroubled;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
downs  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  hdd  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  amb        d 

His  b     h    S  roused  all  the  zeal  of 

his  repudiated  favor- 
han  any  other  cause, 
air  of  the  Chief  Execu 
live.     Oh  h       M  y,    836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 

ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States,  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen, 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor. 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events- 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-electiot>. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "  Free  Soil  "  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been      p    d  ff    g  II    b 

and  living  within  his  i  1    d       w  f  Ij 

competence  for  his  de  1       gy  H         11         Id 

character,  his  command    g    b  1  h 

patriotism,  and  the  di       g      h  d  po 
had  occupied  in  the  g  f  y 

cured.to  him  not  only  1  h  g  f  h  p  >  b 
the  respect  ot  the  whol  m       j       I  h 

4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  \  an  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lind^nwald. 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  uiDon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  -  enjoyii:g  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  pn>babty  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
.  experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  lifs, 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRl- 

SON,  the  ninth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  Ixirn 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9, 1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin   Hani- 
son,  was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
inumate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  w  as  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congrea';,    and  was    conspicuous 
imong  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  theencroachmentsof  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and    John    Hancock   were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
a;;eaker. 

Mr  Hanison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
s  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  ^11  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common -school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  'eraonstiances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
javing  obtain-'-' -a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  a])- 
pointed  Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory,  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  was  c-iUed  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil. 
liam  He  r  Ha  son  then  ^^  years  of  age,  was  ap 
lor  of  the  Indiana 
ediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
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ruler  o 
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any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Supenntendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  new 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  apix>inted  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi. 
dent  Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrisoi* 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  Abou- 
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llie  year  1806,  two  exttaordinaty  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
iheKe  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Piiither;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  ot  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feehngsof  the  untutored 
1  ndian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
l)y  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
tlie  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  inarch.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov,  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side.and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzhng  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  i'!St  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
liighly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
httle  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 
The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
ous yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  enUre  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned:  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    thp    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can  ■ 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  fomudable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  fronder 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imaginaUon  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tionofthe  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  HuSlhadmade 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  bul 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
siJonsibiHties. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  shariiifi 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise ;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  ol 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio,  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
acrive  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  powerof  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  oi 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  oneof  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.      The 


he  V 


s  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 


:836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  agaijisl 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren 's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  bis 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
Joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisv-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  Uriiteil  States. 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
P  esidentof  the  United  States. 
He     ds  bom  in  Charles-city 
Co    "Va    March  29, 1790,   He 
wa    the   fivored  child  of  af- 
fi  en  e  and  high    social    po- 
s   Loi        KX.  the   early  age   of 
twelve  John  entered  William 
1  d  Mir)  College  and  grad- 
u  ted  «ith  much  honor  when 
b  t  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating    he  devoted  him- 
self w  th    great    assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law     partly  with    his 
fa  1  e     and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph  one  of  the  most  distin- 
gu  si  ed  lawyers  of  Virginia. 

A  nineteen  years  of  age,  lie 
CO  menced  the  practice  of  law. 
IS  rapid  and  aston- 
said  that  three 
mths  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
s  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  lie  was 
1. 3t  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

•    When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was    elected 
a  member  of  Congress.     Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  wi;h  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national   . 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  '^-ovsm-    I 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He. 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majoiity  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
nadve  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.  His  popularity  secured  his  re-election, 
John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun 's  view  of  nullification ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  recoid 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.    There  was  a  cplit  in  the  Democraiic 
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[•arty.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
[iienta  upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  Temo\ed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children ;  and  he  again 
took  his-seat  in  the  L-egislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
.'839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
tlie  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Wliigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  ahnost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
lent  of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  .;und  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
tlie  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
A^ril  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
dehcacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  longlife  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, hone>t  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  _  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
n",ony  with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Hanrison  had 
■elected  lo  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      He  suggested,  however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bid  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
pro[X>sed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon,  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  tlieir  afms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  i»litical  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr,  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  liis  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  svmpathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  PresidentTylet  wasagainmarried, 
at  Kew  York,  to  Miss  Juha  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles  city  Co.,  Va,  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with '  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State-. 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated.  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates He'was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  lo  destroy,  hy 
force  of  arms,  »he  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,  he  was  taken  sick  and  soon  died, 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
■^President  of  the  United  States, 
J  was  bom  in  Mecklenburg  Lo  , 
i  N  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.  His  par- 
mts  were  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Tliomas  Poik,  who  localed 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

Ill  the  year  1806,  with  his  wife 
ind  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
tbe  Polk  fatnly,  Samuel  Poik  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
o(  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
w  hi(.h  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co,  they  reared  their  log  huls, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
liard  toll  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness. Tames  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  )ears  of  his  childhood  and 
youth  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit ■-fa  lurveyor  to  thatof  afarmer, 
'  t,rad  lally  increased  in  wealth  until 

he  became  one  of  the  ieidmgnien  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  bad  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father.  fea:ring  that  he  might  not  W  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation   for   him   behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore] 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapeli 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduate.d  in  t8i8,  with  the  highest  honors, be 
ing  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  pnjsecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  FeUx  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  ptv^bably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  JefTersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  jmliti- 
cal  faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial  and 
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courterys  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  jo>  s  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
Btrong  influeoce  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
fltfr.  Jacksoii,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 
In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him,— a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued*  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
.formed  his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
l>assed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  ol 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  '  4tii  of  Octo- 
ber, i839^ook  the  oath  ofoffice  at  Nashville.  In  1841 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  countryin  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister. 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
(ieft  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
wived  into  the  Union  on  the  same  fooling  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wai 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation," 
then  of  "  invasion,"was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
ana  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  was  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
sizeof  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majesric  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right:  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849.  ^r.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing,  with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera— that  fearful  scourge- was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi-  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  isth  of  June,  1849. '"  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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[  ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
LI'residentof  the  United  States, 
I'as  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
7  84,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
\  tinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution,  When  Zachary 
'as  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
'ife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
,  .  „j  Kentucky  wheie  he  settled  in 
«  the  pathless  wilderness  a  few 
n  les  from  Louisville  In  this  fronl- 
er  home  awiy  from  civiliiation  and 
:11  Its  refinements  y-)ung  Zachary 
covild  enjoj  but  few  sotnl  and  educational  advm- 
tages.  W  hen  sijl  jears  of  af,e  he  attended  i  coini  ion 
school,  and  wts  then  regardfd  is  i  bright  activeloy, 
father  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decisron  of  char- 
icter  He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
^nanifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  10  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson,  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison,on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
kd  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering   fifty  men,    many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  i8ij,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morningtheir  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  bim.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  liis  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  r.o  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  lire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  butlitdc  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depihsof  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  siimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain.  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty -four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  Ihe  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
Employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
/beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance, 
jln  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
^he  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefi  by  treaty, 
iia<i'  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
lieie  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
Ic  ;he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
ifter,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
nand  of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
tmidstthe  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
jbiained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
i^est.  This  tield  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
111  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Eaton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
fnim  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
■jmposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen,  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Gra.nde,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
ty  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
Wii,5  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  !a 
Pajma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
i[.;xicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
Has  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
mia  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Euena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
ftices  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
xiesobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
Ejiread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
nume  of  Gen,  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
H  hig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful  popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished, un- 

■■  "red,  honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
I'lesidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
ncuncement,  and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it ;  de- 
cliitingthat  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
oftice.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
foi  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  hadbeen  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
'\.u\x  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose  name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connectiori  with  Palo 
Alio,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  IS  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  m  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himsfilf  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen,  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  liitle 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  littleoverfivedays,  died  on  the  c)th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  woids  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready,  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  slore  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bieoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head ;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side  pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  bis  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats,  Inshor* 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  !ji>vit. 
saving  contempt  for  learning  of  every  kind." 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
^teenth  Presideiitof the  United 
es,   was  bom  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,   N,  Y.,  on 
the  71I1  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  wa.s  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
g  to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
:umstances.     Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it   has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
]K)sition,  graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.      She  died   in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  See  her  son  a 
'        young  man  of  distinguished    prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slerder  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  cotn- 
mon  schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
:.nd  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  fanner's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  liis  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Neav  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate, 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  .and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-in  form  ed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance- 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  hap]>ened  tha! 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Waltei 
Wood,— who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  an- 
pearance  of  young  Fillmore,  He  made  hisacquaint- 
ance,  and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  min  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
ro  fr  end  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
o  h  d  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  In  n  o  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
oney  1  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  abouli 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col-' 
lege.  But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  lial'  ■ 
«,nd  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  meftnt   ks 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  aa  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

Ill  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  hmited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  i8z6,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill.— Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buff"alo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the   House  of  Assembly,  of  the 


State  of  Hew  York, 


representative 


from    Erie 


County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  jxilitics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parlies, 
[hat  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degri  e  the  resi)ect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
srena  in  some  of  the  most  tuuiultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  resi>ecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  exi>e- 
ritnce  as  a  representative  gave  him  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  uiwn  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  was  elected  Comptroller  of   the  Stale. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
pnx:laimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying.cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  gth  of  July,  r8so.  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
slitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  apiwinled  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 
Mr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  op|X)sition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  toconiihate 
the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
theinadequacyofallmeasuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable thai  the  ixiwer  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency i)y  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  hved  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
Ire  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  iMth.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y,,  March  8,    1874. 
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■  RANKLIN  PIERCE,  the 
)  fourteenth  President  of  the 
P  United  States,  was  bom  in 
Hillsborough,  N.  H..  Nov. 
1804.  His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  vfho, 
with  his  own  strong  arm, 
hewed  out  a  home  in  the 
wilderness.  He  was  a  man 
of  inflexible  integrity;  of 
strong,  though  uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.  The  mother  of 
Frankhn  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
as  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 
Franklin  was  3  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous,  warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  i^ride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speakingkind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  ax,  a  scholar,  and 


Franklin 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  disringuished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering,  all  tended  to  enrice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  acUve 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  r837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  memberin 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  wliich  her  husband  lyas  honored.   Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  bom  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
stale  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R,  L,  on  the  jjth  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  irajxirtant  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
verj  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  poUcical  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  supiwrt  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval;  and  he 
btrenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
inous  fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
Sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
iafely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  ilie  izth  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  ihe 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
«nd  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States— Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  — cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pietce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
Sl«es  on  the  4th,  <Jf  March,   1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "irrepressible  conflict  "  between  ihem,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  lo  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  afl'airs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 
On  the  4th  of  March.  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr, 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcop.ni 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  lowns- 
people  were  often  gladened  by  his  material   bounty. 
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FIFTEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


'  AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
^teenth  President  of  the  United 
cs,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  AUegha- 
,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  2^d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
in-intic  spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moiin- 
tairs  with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  ill  around.  His  father 
wis  \  lativeof  thenorthof  Ireland; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1781,  with  little  property  save  his 
s  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
■,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bnde,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness,  staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  ihere  to  per- 
fonn  his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
coarse  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  lie 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped  remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
th«  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  nati-/e  po^^ra   en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstnise  subjects  wi  "- 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highes; 
honors  of  his  "das..  He  was  then  eighteen  years  ot 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  siiort,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  i8iz,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawjers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  oie  of  the 
judgesof  the  State,  who  was  tried  uiwn  articles  o) 
impeachmem.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  anc 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  Slate  who  had  a  more  hi- 
crative  practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  s 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  foi 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability, whicK 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  ii. 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster. 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  JacHspn,  of  maV^ng  rqin- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  tliat  country;  and  defended  the 
course  of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and 
wholesale  removal  from  office  of  those  who  were 
not  the  supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon 
this  question  he  was  bi-ought  into  direct  collision 
with  Henry  Clay.  He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  ad- 
vocated expunging  from  the  journal  of  the  Senat« 
the  vot«  of  censure  against  Gen.  Jackson  for  remov- 
ing the  deposits.  Earnestly  he  opposed  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
urged  the  prohibition  of  the  circulation  of  anti- 
slavery  documents  by  the  United  States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  ad- 
vocated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received; 
and  that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject. 
"Congress,"  said  he,  "might  as  well  undertake  to 
interfere  with  slavery  undera  foreign  government 
as  in  any  of  the  States  where  it  now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr, 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  cross- 
ing the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the 
disputed  territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mex- 
icans to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory 
was  a  declaration  of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read 
with  pleasure  the  account  of  the  course  our  Gov- 
ernment pursued  in  that  movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  He  gave  liis 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of 
1850,  which  included  the  fugitive  slave  law.  Mr. 
Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  hon- 
ored Mr.  Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency. 
The  political  confiiet  was  one  of  the  most  severe 
in  which  our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the 
friends  of  slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advo- 
cates of  its  restriction  and  final  abolition  on  the 
other.  Mr.  Fremont,  the  candidate  of  the  enemies 
of  slavery,  received  Hi  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan received  174. and  waselocted.  The  popular 
vote  stood  1,340,618  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for 
Buchanan.  On  March  4,  1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was 
inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only 
four  years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  three-score 
years  and  ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom 
he  had  been  allied  in  i>olitical  princi  pies  and  action 
for  years,  were  seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, thatthey  mightrearupon  the  ruins  of  our 
free  institutions  a  nation  whose  corner-stone  should 


be  human  slavery.  In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan was  hopelessly  bewildered.  He  could  not, 
with  his  long-avowed  principles,  consistently  op- 
l>ose  the  State-rights  party  in  their  assumptions.  As 
President  of  the  United  States,  bound  by  his  oath 
faithfully  to  administer  the  laws,  he  could  not, 
without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind,  unite  with 
those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  Republic.  He 
therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr,  Buchanan'sadministration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard- 
bearer  in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro- 
slavery  party  declared  that  if  he  were  elected  and 
the  control  of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from 
their  hands  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  tak- 
ing with  them  as  they  retired  the  National  Capi- 
tol at  Washington  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States. 

As  tlie  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slave- 
holdera,  claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan avowing  that  Congress  had  no  power  to 
prevent  it,  one  of  the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of 
governmental  imbecility  was  exhibited  the  world 
has  ever  seen.  He  declared  that  Congress  had  no 
power  to  enforce  its  laws  in  any  State  which  had 
withdrawn,  or  which  was  attempting  to  withdraw, 
from  the  Union,  This  was  not  the  doctrine  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  when,  with  his  hand  upon  his  sword- 
hilt,  he  exclaimed.  "The  Union  must  and  shall  be 
preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  I>ecember,  1860,  nearly 
tliree  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  de- 
spair. The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston;  FL 
Sumter  was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and 
arsenals  were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores 
were  plundered;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post- 
offlcea  were  appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels  and  the  imbecility  of 
our  Executive  were  alike  marvelous.  The  nation 
looked  on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to 
glide  away  and  close  the  administration,  so  ter- 
rible in  its  weakness.  At  length  the  long-looked- 
for  hour  of  deliverance  came,  when  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  to  receive  the  scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
cei'tainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  hia 
fame,  that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its 
billows  of  flame  and  blood  ovet  our  whole  land,  no 
word  came  from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that 
our  country's  banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag 
of  tlie  Rebellion.  He  died  at  his  Wheatland  n- 
treat,  June  1, 1868. 
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SIXTEENTH  PRES/DENT. 


BRAHAM    LINCOLN,     the 

\  sixleenth    President     of     the 

^United   States,   was   Irorn    in 

'  Hardin    Co.,  Ky.,    Feb.     iz, 

ig.     About  the  year  1780,  a 

. n  by  the  name  of  Abraham 

'  Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  his 
,  family  and  moved  into  the  then 
witds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
held,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
in  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
s  left  in  extreme  jxiverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales 
whose  name  must  henceforth  fo-ever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  [jrominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
(he  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  conld  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
ess  wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
Jliborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  lie  buUl  a  log- 
labin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Then- 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  m  a  hovel. 
'•  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 
When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Whcr- 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  ead 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committe  ^  it 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  Tht^re  were  joys  ar<J 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sisti  1 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  niai 
ried  when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  anC 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  M-" 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim -n  1830 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  r-inng 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  then 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  lo_  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  0I 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  rum 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  beiame 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi. 
eating  liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  Shalt  not  lake  the  name  of  the 
Lord  ihv  God  in  ■'  ,1..;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  Hit, 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  woiked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborei 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  dowi 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis 
sissippi  to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lir^ 
coin  undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  giv. 
great  satisfacticn  to  his  employers.     In  this  adven 
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lure  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  retatn  tiiey  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

Ill  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  a  j 
yea^:s  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  lie  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected.  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  thein  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
ioon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  r856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issvie  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  16th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenly- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  llie  most 
prominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  whi.;h  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
*nd  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  coimtry,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
ihe  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countiymen,  second 
tnly,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States, 
Thetirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this   good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  wasfroughl 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  p-ovided  to 
take  him  from  HarrisL'Urg,  through  Battimc-e,  at  an 
unexisectcd  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  sfvtted  al 
half-past  ten ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible,  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  thcirCon- 
federate  gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  hau 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated,  . 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  jjositions. 

During  no  Other  administration  hav^  ihe  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  resiTOnsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  heen 
made  for  his  assassin  at  ion,  and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, wijji  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should 'fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his  ct-^ntry- 
mcr.  being  unable  to  decide   whith  is   tKe  ercateir 


Ho  Steel-  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


^K^-^-iKl^^iy^- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


SEVENTEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


I  NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
I  teenth  President  of  the  United 
"states.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
'  was  born  December  29,  180S, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "of  the  South, were 
n  such  circumstances,  that  they 
ould  not  confer  !:ven  the  sHght- 
est  advantages  of  education  ujxjii 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  iiis  life  while  hetorically  endeavoring  lo  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  V^'il  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  theti,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  narive  ability,  became  much  interested 
m  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.     The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gaye  him  Ihe  booK, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  cbmbine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  01. 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatioM  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pus 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College,  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working- classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representarives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  tn 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  1"an 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thos^ 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  Stale  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In, 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and' 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  res|)onsible  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abil 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1S45.  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
50ns  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
find  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
oe  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamedofhis  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter," 

In  the  Charlcston-Bahimore  convention  of  iSt^,ne 
*ras  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
^presidency.  In  rS6i,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
|im  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
,tand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  *'  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said, "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  beai  with  its  enemies;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surety  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  hiistory  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
wu  in  ulttr  iiwonsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 
In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1 868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the  trial  began  March  23. 
It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty- four  voices  pronounced 
tlie  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  conrinued,  though  im potently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  day  s  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortaUzc  his  name,  and  to  win  the  graritude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1^1$.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  specif 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  r875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  3r,  aged  -  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3<i  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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'  LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
i  eighteenth  President  of  the 
^United  States,  was  horn  on 
'  the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  liumble 
"  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common -school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
f  Point,  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abiliries,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  Jane,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  henaism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  batde 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopring  an  exi^dient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anir«a.I,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pul  tepee. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigrarion  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  CapL 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  JjDuis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercanrile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 1)1.  This  was  in  the  year  t86o.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  fesUhat 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  diaeharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  iword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  capUin  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt.  i 
Grant,  gave  him  adesk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the) 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the' 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  \y^  <A 
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June,  1861,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unleere.  His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
IGeneral  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrenderor  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson,  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-Gen  eral,  and  the  mihtary 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
ilerrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  Xt>  the  «id 
ijfGens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  lo  receive  his  credentials 
^nd  enter  upor.  ;!>''  duties  of  his  new  office 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  o( 
ihc  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  g,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  papular  vote,  and  314  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5  th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being  cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President,  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain,  . 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoiclike 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-insiated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  aj, 
1885,  the  nation  wenf  in  mourning  cyei"  th?  death  erf 
^e  illustrious  General. 
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NINETEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


BU'TKBBFOMD  B.  M^aTE 


[  UTHERFORD  B.    HAYES, 
nineteenth   President    of 
Tthe  United  States,  was  bom  in 
I  Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
.  it  tliree    months   after    the 
'  death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes       His   ancestry  on    both 
le  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
icter.     It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
s  far  back  as  ;  280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tuns,    fighting    side    by   side    with 
Bihol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned    extensive    estates, 
'  and  had  a  large  following.     Misfor- 

Eflneovt-rraking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn,  His  son 
George  wai.  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  1  t  er  ar 
tied  Sarah  Lv:e,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  h  s  mat 
riage  until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Con  Ezek  el 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  wa  a  an  f  c 
turer  of  scythe^ri  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherfo  d  Hayes 
son  of  Ezekielai/dgrandfatherof  President  Hd>es,  was 
born  in  NewHaveti,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattlebom, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened- hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me^ 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  slock, 
ing,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
thecloseof  the  warof  i8i2,for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to    Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  not  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
(i  St  ade,  occupying  four  monihs.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
n  ned  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
n  1817  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  vicrim  of  malarial 
fever  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
so  ofwhom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver. 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  rime  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
fimili«t  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  Vou  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

" You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't -tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  w-^nt  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
fisteras  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  siwrts 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
ofothers,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepestinterest 
yn  his  education;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  ihe  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Es(j., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  m 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  atlorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
cession. 

"ji  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus..  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent '-ife.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicolhe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon^^  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov,  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
othras  hardly  less  distinguished  in  afterlife.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mis.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. Tlie  Literary  Club  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  thi* 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac. 
cept  the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Co'jnci 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  lif„  -  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  uo 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  i86r,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  h^ 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier- General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-Gen eral,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during-  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hatd  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  0!i? 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  tlie  United 
States,  was  born  Nov.  19, 
1S31,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 


i  Abra 


ind    Eliz 


(Ballou)  Garfield,  both  of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reberve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 

^^  The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
iSfS  born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
I  poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
.lisabout  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
,*/een  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
iiard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  liis  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built, 
fhe  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
iheir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Tames.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
.racted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
diis  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  biother's 
(cil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he'  ^tuggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen,  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  Ms 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fnend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  gureof  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  wa.it  and  the  sweetness  of  tread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Gariield  until  hs 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  Shel 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain' 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  Here- 
mained  at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen^ 
home,  and  attended  the  seminar  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  raeanrime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by_the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  fkim  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  ho..- 
ors  of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  slated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zeaious  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  -Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion; 
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"  President  Garfield  _  was  more  ^  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called '  show  a  similar  loyally  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  [jolitical  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  'who  love  our  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  1 1,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  al!  t  he  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1S56, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut, -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
r4,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
■army.  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  ilsoperations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  meml>erof  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  Co  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
cnins,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  Wstory  of  Gen.  Garfield  dosed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  theMajor-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Ge?  Garfield  wa* 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  i86z  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  year* 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Josbuv 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  heen- 
tered  Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  1  "  Sinc& 
the  year  1864  yon  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whicL 
yon  will  not  (ind,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention, 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  farther 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  peop"° 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons— how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  awaySept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J  ,on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  comniitt*d  the  fou?  doML 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


■i-t^ 


^Google 


TWRNTY-FIRST  PRESIDENT. 


'  HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

I  twenty -first    Presi-^om  of  the 

I'United    States,    was    bom    in 

'  Franklin  Coui.ty,  Vermont,  on 

the  fifthofOdober,  1830,  and  is 

the  oldest  of  a   family    of  two 

3  and    five   daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  aBaptlslcl'.rgyman.who 

emigrated  to  tb'.s  coanlry  fro'n 

the  county  Ant.im,  Ireland,    in 

his  i8lh  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 

;  Newtonvitte,   neat    Albany,  after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  Sc  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
>  the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  J500  in  his  [Xicket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
Culver  as  student.  After 
I  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partiiershijj  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  Slates  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  thd  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  fnam  the  start.  General  Arthur 
loon  afterw&rd  iftMri'd  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 

sea-  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon. 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  tha 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  alave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizsie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare, 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companiei  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sona and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 
General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge -Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  finn.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  ai  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
M,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 
Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  i88o.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  J^ading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
*as  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
,*IaTch  4,  1881,  as  President  and  -Vice-President. 
K  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
s  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr, 
Arthur's  .every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  hi» 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  worid  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar. 
field  from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  nevei 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  othei 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  ol 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  oi 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were,  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness,' 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  tryingcircumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  owi. 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affair.i  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wiselx  hat  but  few  criticised  lis  administration. 
He  si.-rved  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party: 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
pie,  whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
'    to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GE.OVER  CLEVE- 
LAND,the  twenty-second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
bom  in  1837,  in  tlie  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co,, 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  hoase  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
L  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayettcville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  pre5umably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do,  Sach  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  h«d  outgrown  the 
cipucity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  thit 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self*supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  Ssofor  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  prc>ved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $[  00  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  conclude  that  teaching  was  not  hia 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
thfire  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him ;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
tsk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?  "he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious'!  "  remarked 
,h* old  gentleman ;  "do  you,  indeed?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Roger';, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  Ihem  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  a  n  office  boy  and 
nave  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
luncle's  was  along  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat— he  had 
none— yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  cxecutiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
k,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated ;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  piT.ishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  T88r  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
Oty  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
ptdal  refierence  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  th«  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fidr,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  fiom  one  vetoing  an  iniqui. 
tous  street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  foi 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's  administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  bf  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was' elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  ihe  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy 
between  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continu- 
ance of  silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed, 
Mr.  Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before 
his  inauguration.  . 

On  June  z,  r886.  President  Cleveland  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  his  deceased  friend  and 
partner,  Oscar  Folsom,  of  the  Buffalo  Bar.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  daugh- 
ter, Ruth.  In  the  campaign  of  1888,  President 
Cleveland  was  renominated  by  his  party,  but  the 
Republican  candidate,  Gen.  Benjamin  Harrison, 
was  victorious.  In  the  nominations  of  1892  these 
two  candidates  for  the  highest  position  in  the  gift 
of  the  people  were  again  pitted  against  each  other 
and  President  Cleveland  was  victorious  by  an 
overwhelming  majority, 
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3;  I  NJAMTN  HARRISON,  th* 
,  twenty -third  President,  is 
■  the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Mnjor  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow. 
'  ers  and  fighters.  In  thozenithof  Crom- 
well's  power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afterward  tc  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
qtiently  paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  1660.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
trin  I-Iarrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  whom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1774-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  He 
wa  three  times  elected  GoTernor  of  Virginia^ 
^en    William  Henry  Harrison,  tbe  ion  of  Uw 


distinguiilied  patriot  of  ^t  Ravolntion,  after  a  suo. 
cessful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with-a  clean  record  as  Goyernor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  caroer  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  liis  inruguration. 
President  Harrison  w^",  born  at  Wor^:!!  Bond, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  SO,  18S3„  His  life  upto 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  MiamiUniTeraity, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  smalt  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  tlw 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en. 
ter  upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  tbz 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  his  annt  dying  left  tiim 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  a 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  Uk» 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an  I  lue- 
gin  the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  hit  po<tot,  be  started  oat  witft  bia 
young  wife  to  tf^  for  «  pbtoe  in  tii«  world-    He 
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decided  to  go  to  Indisnapolis,  which  was  eren  at 
Hint  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
i:[]  courage  me  lit  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  year.  He  worlied  diiigently,  applying  iiim- 
aelf  closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  tooli  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession.    He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  iseo  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  tlie 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speakei  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  hy  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiaua  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  '■he  rawest  of  material, 
out  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  forhishravery 
atPeachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eial,  Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
wmplimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen,  Harrison  in  the  field 
ho  P'jpreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
prem:-  Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  eleded  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
tr.g  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  Oi  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  oflSce,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
madea  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  term.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
jever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  alosing 
incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  re-election  as 
.-eporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law„  In  3876 
Ob  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
bated, the  brilliant  campaign  ht.  icade  won  ior  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
pecial.y  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  tae  campaign, 
and  wu'.  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
uc  Mt-ved  six  years,  ancP  T-as  known  as  one  or  the 
lUest  men,  best  lawyer'  iind  strongea*  debaters  in 


ttat  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senaloiiui 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  tiie  strongest  firms  in 
tiie  State, 

The  political  campaign  of  1.888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  aau 
named  Mr,  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
uhir,  and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed  upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomiuation  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
TIarrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment  became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison,  He  spoke  daily  aU  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  hie 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  anij 
slavery  man,  and  wa^i  matched  against  some  of  t',:e 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  St*,, 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  def'red  l. 
be  pitted  with  him  again,  "With  all  his  e'oq-en^ie 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  e'.ffct, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  wit'u 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  alreadj-  become  aphorisms.  OrigL- 
nal  in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
tb«»ouad  stateeman  and  brilliant  orator  q-  t^v  d^y 
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INTRODUQTORY 


IgHE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  tu  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  lo  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
prt^rebS  The  civilization  of  our 
day  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent tmie  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  thit  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
'  graphical  history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
peopie  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
tlie  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  tlieir  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
jf  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  hasbeen  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion *o  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
ThT  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  atcheologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  thfc 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  acltievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  Al! 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac 
ters  of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  •  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history— immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  prinring. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  thougV 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  ihe 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  Ins  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  hii  memory  in  the  ceme. 
tery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  hia 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgoiten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  tJiis  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  otir  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  sjwak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone ;  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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^fl^^ON.  WALLACE  A.  PRESTON,  Mayor  of 
ll^  St.    Joseph,  is  one  of   tlie   iiiHiiential  and 
]L^'  successful  business  men  of  the  city.     The 
^P     Champion  Planing  Mill,  of  which  he  is  the 
owner,  is  located  near  the  iron  bridge  spanning 
the  St.  Joseph  River,  and  thus,  by  its  splendid  sit- 
uation,  has   the   best  of  shipping   facilities.     In 
connection  with  the  mill  is  a  large  lumber-yard, 
and   Mr.   Preston   conducts  an  extensive  business 
as  a  dealer  in  lumber  and  manufacturer  of  build- 
ers'   materials.     He    gives   steady    work   to  about 
thirty  employes,  and  through  his  excellent  judg- 
ment and  energy  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade. 
Mr.  Preston  is  a  native  of  the  city  where  he  now 
holds  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 
He  was  boru   October   22,    1842,  and  is  the  son  of 
Fowler  J.  and  Annjenette  (Loomis)  Preston,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Massachusetts.     The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Joel   Preston,  was   also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Old  Bay  State  and  was  a  descendant  of 
good  and  substantial  Puritan  stock.     He  was  loyal 
to  his  country  and  served  with  bravery  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.     Fowler  J.  Preston  was  a  builder 
and  contractor  by  occupation,  and  as  early  as  1829 
removed  to  Michigan,  settling  in  St.  Joseph.     He 
soon  became  closely  identified  with  the  progress  of 
tliis  section   of  the   State  and  served  as  the  first 
Slieriff  ot  Berrien   County.     A  man  of  great  en- 
ergy, force  of  character  and  determination,  he  was 
prominent  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county 
and   was   well  and   favorably  known.     His  death 
occurred  in   184S,  and  lie  was  widely  mourned  as 
a  public  loss. 

In    this   connection,   it  will    be  appropriate  to 


make  some  mention  of  the  mother  of  our  subject. 
This  worthy  woman  occupied  a  prominent  place 
among  the  pioneers  of  Berrien  County.  Indus- 
trious and  economical,  she  aided  her  husband  in 
establishing  a  home,  and  knew  no  higher  ambition 
than  to  labor  for  the  welfare  of  her  husband  and 
children.  She  passed  away  at  St.  Joseph  in  1891, 
upon  the  eightieth  anniversary  of  her  birth.  She 
is  still  held  in  loving  remembi-ancc  in  the  hearts 
of  her  children,  who  owe  much  toherexampleand 
precept. 

The  eldest  o(  three  sons,  Wallace  A.  Preston 
passed  his  early  school  days  in  St.  Joseph.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  left  school  and  became  a  clerk  in 
a  grocery  store,  where  he  was  employed  for  four 
years.  From  childhood  he  had  the  sailor's  love 
for  the  sea,  and  as  soon  as  he  attained  manhood 
he  indulged  his  long-eherished  hope  of  becoming 
a  sailor.  For  six  years  he  was  employed  on  a  boat 
that  plied  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan.  During 
the  Civil  War  he  entered  the  naval  service,  and 
for  eighteen  months  was  on  the  sea  in  the  defense 
of  the  Union,  being  located  during  most  of  that 
time  at  Key  West  and  Pensaeola,  Fla.,  and  New 
Orleans.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service,  and  returned  to  St.  Joseph  in 
May,  1865. 

Upon  returning  to  this  city  Mr.  Preston  em- 
barked in  the  lumber  business,  and  soon  afterward 
built  a  planing  mill,  which  he  still  conducts  in 
connection  with  his  lumber  yard.  He  was  married 
in  January,  1873,  to  Misa  Mary  E.,  daughter  of 
William  P.  Kinney,  of  Benton  Harbor.  Mrs.  Pres- 
ton was  born  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  is  the 
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mother  of  six  children,  namely:  William  W,, 
Loomis  K.,  Maud  E.,  Arthur  G.,  Nathan  E.  and 
John  D.  Mrs.  Preston  is  a  member  pf  the  First 
Congregational  Church. 

With  the  public  affairs  of  St.  Joseph  Mr.  Pres- 
ton has  always  been  quite  closely  identified,  and 
is  an  earnest  advocate  of  Republican  principles. 
For  two  terms  he  served  as  Treasurer  of  St.  Joseph 
and  filled  the  ofHce  of  President  of  the  village  in 
1880.  In  1893  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city, 
and  is  discharging  the  responsible  duties  of  that 
place  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  constituents.  In  his  social  connections 
he  is  identified  with  Pomona  Lodge  No.  281,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Burnett  Lodge 
No.  119,  L  O.  0.  F. 


PRANK  H.  PLATT.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  the  most  efficient  SecreUry  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  Benton  Harbor  Milling  Com- 
pany,  is  a  product  of  Michigan,  born  in  Berrien 
county,  and  the  only  son  and  child  born  to  George 
W.  and  Jane  E.  (Crandall)  Piatt.  His  father 
was  also  born  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  but  his 
ancestors  for  many  generations  were  born  in  the 
Old  Bay  State.  The  elder  Mr.  Piatt  is  living  retired 
in  Benton  Harbor,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  a  very  pleasant  home  here. 

Frank  H,  Piatt  received  a  good  practical  edu- 
ucation  in  the  schools  of  St.  Joseph,  and  later 
entered  the  business  college  of  Bryant  &  Stratton, 
at  Chicago,  111,,  where  he  graduate'd  in  1878. 
After  finishing  his  education  he  was  engaged  as 
city  buyer  for  a  wholesale  carriage  hardware  house 
of  Chicago,and  followed  this  successfully  for  two 
years.  Returning  to  Benton  Harbor,  he  assisted 
his  father  in  the  hardware  business  from  1882 
until  1889,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  other 
business  enterprises  for  some  time.  In  1890  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Milling 
Company,  and  on  the  19th  of  May  of  that  year  he 


was  made  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  He  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  company,  which  was 
brought  into  existence  in  1887,  with  George  B. 
Tatman  for  President  and  Norman  Sage  as  Vice- 
President, 

Tills  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  establish- 
ments of  Benton  Harbor,  which  holds  a  place 
among  the  leading  and  most  active  cities  of  south- 
western Michigan.  The  mill  has  a  capacity  of 
two  hundred  barrels  every  twenty-four  hours.  It 
is  run  by  steam  power,  and  the  produce  is  shipped 
all  over  the  country.  This  business  gives  employ- 
ment to  many  men,  experienced  in  their  separate 
branches,  and  the  building  is  a  decided  ornament 
to  the  town.  It  has  every  device  linown  to  mill- 
ing science,and  is  up  with  and  ahead  of  the  times. 
Mr.  Piatt  is  a  practical  and  successful  business 
man,  and  persevering,  active  and  enterprising,  he 
highly  deserves  the  success  that  has  fallen  to 
his  lot. 

Mr.  Piatt  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Jennie  Kingsley,  a  native  of  St.  Joseph,  Mich., 
and  the  daughter  of  George  W.  Kingsley.  Their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  July  17th,  1885,and  she 
died  on  the  17th  of  July,  1887,  leaving  a  son, 
George  Fernleigh.  On  the  25th  of  October,  1890, 
Mr.  Piatt  was  married  to  Miss  Wilhelmina  Meeeh, 
of  Benton  Harbor,  and  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Meech,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  place. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Piatt  is  a  Republican 
and  has  ev^r  advocated  the  principles  of  that 
party.  Socially,  he  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  Lake 
Slioie  Lodge  No.  298  and  also  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  besides  other  organizations. 


jim^  zen  of  Benton  Harbor,  owns  and  occupies 
iii\\\  an  attractive  residence  at  No.  128  Brun- 
^^  son  Avenue.  For  a  period  covering  about 
thirty-five  years  he  was  actively  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  this  place,  and  his  retire- 
ment, which  was  of  recent  date,  will  probably  not 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PeBTRATT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


119 


be  permaueiit.  Alike  in  tho  discbarge  of  liis 
duties  as  a  private  citizen  and  aa  a  brave  soldier 
in  defense  of  tlic  Union,  lie  has  been  fearless, 
loyal  and  true,  and  lias  worthily  won  the  high 
place  lie  occupies  in  the  regard  of  others. 

Bom  in  Rochester,  Monroe  County,  N,  Y.,  Au- 
gust 16,  1833,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  Salmon  B. 
and  Mahetabelle  (Vibber)  Worden,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. Up  to  the  age  of  ten  yeare,  be  spent  his 
boyhood  in  Rochester,  and  removed  thence  to 
Michigan  with  his  parents,  settHng  in  Adrian, 
where  his  father  held  the  pastorate  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  In  that  city  Rodman  M. 
acquired  a  thorough  education,  that  fitted  him  for 
the  successful  discharge  of  life's  duties.  After 
leaving  school  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  butclier, 
being  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  employ  of 
John  S.  Brown. 

In  1858  Mr.  Worden  opened  a  meat-market  at 
Three  Rivers,  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich,,  whei-e  he 
carried  on  a  large  and  profitable  business  for  one 
year;  but  deeming  the  location  of  Benton  Harbor 
and  the  opportunities  otlered  a  business  man  here 
superior  to  those  of  Three  Rivers,  he  came  to  this 
village  and  opened  a  meat-market,  it  being  the  first 
in  the  place.  Here  he  was  engaged  in  supplying 
the  wants  of  liis  customers  when  the  war  broke 
out,  and,  fired  with  zeal  on  his  country's  behalf, 
he  enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  Cur- 
tenius.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  GuU  and, marching  to  the  front,  was  afterward 
identified  with  the  history  of  the  Civil  War  in 
the  South.  With  his  company  our  subject  par- 
ticipated in  many  of  tho  hard-fought  and  deci- 
sive engagements  of  the  war,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  the  battles  of  liaton  Rouge,  Bayou 
LeTase  ami  Bayou  Lafeaux  and  the  siege  of  Port 
Hudson. 

Mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Kalamazoo, 
Mioli.,  in  1864,  Mr,  Worden  returned  direct  to 
Benton  Harbor  and  resumed  business  operations, 
continuing  until  April,  1893,' when  he  disposed  of 
the  meat-market.  He' is  a  man  who  gives  thoughts 
ful  interest  and  attention  to  the  questions  of  the 
day,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  pronounced 
Republican.     His    fellow-citizens,  recognizing  the 


possession  of  qualities  admirably  adapting  him 
for  official  position,  have  chosen  hira  to  occupy 
positions  of  trust.  For  fourteen  years  he  served 
as  an  Alderman  and  he  has  also  been  President  of 
the  Village  Board  two  years.  In  regard  to  social 
connections,  lie  is  a  member  of  Benton  Lodge 
No.  132,  L  O.  O.  F.;  the  Knights  of  Honor  and 
George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R.  His 
marriage  occurred  in  February,  1871,  at  which 
time  he  was  united  with  Miss  Irean  Vanderbeek. 
Mi-s.  Worden  is  a  daughter  of  Ambrose  Vander- 
beek, who  was  born  in  New  York  and  in  an  early 
day  settled  in  St.  Joseph,  Midi.,  but  is  now  a 
resident  of  Benton  Harbor.  The  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Worden  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
one  daughter,  Minnie. 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  P.  BENNETT,  elected  to 
the  Bench  of  the  Proliate  Court  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  in  1868,  has  continuously 
held  this  honored  position  for  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  and  iu  the  twenty-flve  years  of 
his  term  of  public  service  has  given  unqualified 
satisfaction  to  all  the  residents  of  the  county. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Maulmain,  Burmah,  Oc- 
tober 17,  1831.  His  parents,  Cephas  and  Stella 
(Kneeland)  Bennett,  were  natives  of  central  New 
York,  who  were  sent  out  by  the  American  Board 
of  Commissionei-s  of  Foreign  Missions  in  1829  to 
labor  in  the  mission  service  in  Burmah.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  printer  by  trade,  and  took  out  to  Asia 
the  firet  iron  press  ever  carried  to  that  country. 
The  mother  devoted  her  time  mainly  to  learning 
the  language,  but  with  patient  Christian  inftuence 
wrought  much  of  good  in  that  benighted  land. 
When  William  P.  was  nine  years  of  age  his  par- 
ents revisited  their  native  land,  and  on  returning 
to  India  left  their  son  in  New  York  State.  Mr. 
Bennett  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  instruction  in 
excellent  educational  institutions  of  centi-al  New 
York,  and  in  the  Empire  State  attained  to  man- 
hood. 
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Our  subject  entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony  at 
a  very  early  age,  having  not  reached  his  majority 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa 
Brokau,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1850.  Mrs.  Bennett 
was  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  and  was  reared, 
educated  and  married  in  the  locality  of  her  early 
home.  In  1851,  the  young  husband  and  wife 
journeyed  to  Michigan,  and  in  1852  settled  in 
Marcellus,  where  for  seventeen  years  Mr.  Bennett 
industriously  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
During  his  long  residence  in  Marcellus,  our  subject 
held  various  offices,  and  was  for  ten  years  an 
efficient  Supervisor  of  the  town.  Upon  January 
1,  1869,  shortly  after  his  election  to  the  Bench, 
Judge  Bennett  located  peraanently  in  Cassopolis, 
and  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  affairs  of  his 
judicial  office. 

The  family  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Bennett  consists 
of  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Douglas  Roben,  a  Lieutenant  of  the  United 
States  Navy;  the  sons  being  Alton  W.  Bennett,  of 
Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  Francis  Marion  Bennett,  of 
the  United  States  Navy.  Fi-ancis  Bennett  entered 
the  naval  service  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  in  1874,  and 
graduated  from  that  renowned  military  academy 
in  1879.  lie  then  served  on  board  the  "  Pow- 
hatan "  and  "  Tennessee,"  Fourth  North  Atlantic 
Squadron,  for  five  years,  and  afterward  on  the  East 
India  Station.  The  succeeding  two  years  he  was 
detailed  as  instructor  in  steam  engineering  in  the 
ti-aining  school  at  Chicago,  and  subsequently  served 
upon  the  "Chicago,"  later  taking  a  cruise  in 
the  "  Enterprise  "  to  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
coast  of  Europe  and  Africa.  Afterward  he  was 
detailed  for  service  in  the  office  of  Chief  Engineer 
Melville,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and,  being  Fast 
Assistant  Engineer  of  the  navy,  was  finally  de- 
tailed  to  take  charge  of  the  naval  exhibit  at  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition. 

Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  of  our 
subject,  the  Bennetts  and  Kneelands,  were  of 
distinguished  New  England  lineage.  They  were 
dwellers  in  Connecticut  for  many  generations,and 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Middlesex 
County.  The  maternal  great-grandfather,  Jona- 
than Kneeland,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  en- 
listing April  I,  1775,  at  East  Haddam,  Conn.     He 


entered  the  struggle  for  independence  as  a  private 
in  the  company  of  John  Willey.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  from  active  military  duty  in  1777.  In- 
heriting the  sturdy  patriotism  of  his  forefathers. 
Judge  Bennett  has  ever  been  a  true  and  loyal  citi- 
zen. He  is  in  political  affiliation  a  Republican, 
and  has  from  his  earliest  manhood  been  ardently 
interested  in  local  and  national  issues.  Occupy- 
ing the  Probate  Bench  with  dignity  and  ability, 
he  has  won  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  co- 
workers and  fellow-citizens,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  the  residents  of  Cass  County. 


i^+*S- 


tAMTLTON  S.  McMASTER,  M.  D.,  a  well- 
)l)  known  physician  and  surgeon  residing  in 
V  Dowagiac,  has  for  many  years  been  a  prom- 
I  inent  figure  in  the  medical  circles  of  west- 
ern Michigan  and  is  a  skillful  and  influential  rep- 
resentative of  the  Eclectic  School  of  Medicine. 
A  native  of  New  York,  he  was  born  in  West  Sparta, 
Livingston  County,  on  the  3(Hh  of  December, 
1842,  being  the  son  of  Robert  and  Lucy  L.  (Ham- 
ilton) McMaster.  Tracing  his  lineage,  we  find 
that  he  is  the  grandson  of  Ebenezer  and  the  great- 
grandson  of  Edward  McMaster.  The  ancestor 
last  named  emigrated  from  Dublin,  Ireland  (his 
native  place),  to  America  when  a  boy  and  served 
throughout  the  entire  period  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  His  four  children  were  Ebenezer,  John, 
Richard  and  William.  The  father  of  Edward  Mc- 
Master, Richard  by  name,  was  a  seafaring  man, 
and  served  on  an  American  privateer  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  his  death  occurring  at  sea. 

Ebenezer  McMaster,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Morristown,  N.  J.,  and  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
worked  for  a  number  of  years  in  a  lumber  camp 
on  Pine  Creek.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  identiHed  with  its  devel- 
opment from  the  verj-  earliest  days  of  its  history. 
At  one  time  he  pounded  a  rabid  wolf  with  a  fence 
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stake,  and,  as  he  was  a  man  of  powerCul  pliysique, 
lie  aucceeded  in  ovei-coming  his  dangeraiis  foe. 
When  the  city  of  Buffalo  was  tlireatened  by  the 
British,  he  and  his  neighbors  started  for  thtit  place, 
hut  niet  others  returning,  as  the  danger  was  over, 
and  turned  back.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Betsey  Kennedy,  became  tlie  parents  of 
twelve  children,  all  of  whom  attained  manhood 
and  womanhood,  and  six  are  now  living.  Eben- 
ezer  McMaster  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
five,  passing  away  June  Ifl,  1866. 

Robert  McMaster  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  his  father's  family,  the  others  being  James, 
Rebecca  and  Linda  (twins),  Philemon.  Ei^enezer 
and  Richard,  and  five  now  deceased.  He  was  born 
in  Livingston  County,N.  Y.,in  February  of  1811, 
and  was  reared  in  bis  native  place.  There  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  L.  Hamilton,  of  Spring  Water, 
Livingston  County,  Her  father,  Stoddard  Hamil- 
ton, was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  181 2,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  as  well  as  in  other 
memorable  engagements.  After  their  marriage 
the  parents  of  our  subject  remained  in  Livingston 
County  until  they  wert  parted  by  the  death  of 
the  husband  and  father,  which  occurred  January 
15,  1866,  He  left  five  children,  who  are  still  liv- 
ing. In  186!),  accompanied  by  her  family,  Mrs. 
McMaster  removed  to  Shelbyville,  Shelby  County, 
Mo.,  where  she  remained  until  her  death,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1882. 

Of  the  pai-cnUil  family  we  note  the  following: 
William  A.  is  a  farmer  residing  in  Shelby  County, 
Mo.,  near  the  village  of  Shelbyville;  Eugene  is  en- 
gaged as  a  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  rcal-eslate 
at  (Juincy,  III.;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Myron  L, 
Ward,  a  farmer  located  near  Shelbyville,  Mo.;  Em- 
ei-son  P.  resides  at  Hazelton,  Barton  County, 
Kan,;  Albert  P.,  Gilbert  C.  and  Robert  Parker 
died  of  scarlet  fever  when  children.  The  father 
of  this  family  was  an  honorable  and  upright  man, 
generous  and  kind-hearted,  and  was  highly  re- 
garded throughout  the  community. 

In  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  was 
reared,  and  there  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools.  Later,  he  was 
for  two  terms  a  student  in  the  seminary  at  Dan- 
ville. N.  Y.     With  bis  brother  William,  he  enlisted 


in  1862  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  One  Hundred 
and  Thirtieth  New  York  Infantry.  One  year  later 
the  regiment  was  changed  to  cavalry,  and  was 
known  as  the  First  New  York  Dragoons.  With 
others  of  the  regiment  Mr.  McMaster  participated 
in  the  various  engagements  of  the  army,  including 
the  cavalry  charge  at  Manassas  Junction,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  war  was  mustered  out  of 
service,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  New  York,  Mr.  Mc- 
Master resumed  his  literary  studies,  which  had 
been  so  seriously  interrupted.  In  1867  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  (or  a  time  attended  the  college  at 
Albion,  after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  at 
Litchfield  and  Charlotte.  In  1868  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine,  which  he  continued  in 
1869-70  at  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Institute,  and 
subsequently  at  the  Bennett  Medical  College,  at 
Chicago,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
May,  1871,  He  conducted  the  practice  of  his 
profession  for  a  short  time  at  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
but  after  three  months  there  came  to  Dowagiac, 
in  September,  1871,  .tnd  has  since  made  this  place 
his  home,  with  the  exception  of  eighteen  months 
spent  at  Grand  Rapids. 

November  7,  1872,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Dr. 
McMaster  to  Miss  Mary  F.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Ed- 
ward S.  Stebbins,  who  for  many  years  was  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  East  Liverpool.  Ohio,  Mi-s.  Mc- 
Master was  born  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  was 
there  educated,  coming  to  Michigan  from  the  Bay 
State  in  1868.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Gertrude  L.,  Edward  S. 
and  Robert  Parker.  Edward  ,is  attending  the 
Ypsilanti  Business  College,  and  the  other  children 
are  at  borne.  Politically,  Dr.  McMaster  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist and  is  Chairman  of  the  Congressional 
Committee  of  the  Fourth  District.  In  his  social 
connections,  he  is  identified  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  the  Knights  of  Honor,  having 
sei-ved  as  Dictator  in  the  last-named  organization, 
and  being  examining  surgeon  for  both  societies. 
With  his  wife  he  holds  membership  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  at  Dowagiac.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  and  was 
its  Secretary  from  the  date  of  its  organization  un- 
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til  1891;  lie  is  also  identified  witli  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Society.  His  medical  library  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  county  and  he  is  well 
equipped  with  instruments  of  all  kinds.  His  office 
is  in  his  residence,  at  No.  7  Division  Street,  Do- 
wagiac. 


J'  OSEl'H  H.  WATSON,  a  sucressfiil  contractor 
and  builder  and  a  well-known  resident  of 
Benton  Harbor,  was  bom  in  Clarion  County, 
Pa.,  June  23,  1830.  He  traces  liis  lineage 
through  a  long  line  of  worthy  and  patriotic  Amer- 
ican ancestors  to  England  and  Scotland,  whence 
in  an  early  day  members  of  the  family  emigrated 
to  the  United  Slates  and  established  homes  in  the 
midst  of  the  then  unsettled  country.  Tlie  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of 
Thomas  Watson,  while  his  father,  James,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. The  mother  of  Joseph  H.  was  Esther,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Ramey,  and  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fifth  of  a  fam- 
ily of  ten  children.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  Clarion  and  Butler  Counties,  Pa.,  his  parents 
having  removed  to  the  latter  place  when  he  was  a 
lad  of  ten.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm  assisting 
his  father  in  the  work  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  when  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  upon  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  apprenticeship  worked  as 
a  "jour"  throughout  various  parts  of  the  Stale  for 
two  years.  In  1856  he  went  to  Wabasha  County, 
Minn.,  and  settling  in  tlie  village  of  Lake  City,  re- 
mained for  ten  years,  meanti  me  establishing  an  ex- 
cellent reputation  as  a  skillful,  diligent  workman 
and  enterprising  man. 

Coming  to  Benton  Harbor  in  1866,  Mr,  Watson 
purchased  a  fruit  farm  of  t«n  acres  in  Benton 
Township,  where  he  engaged  in  raising  small  fruits 
and  berries.  At  the  same  time  he  was  employed 
at  his  trade.     In   1888  he  removed  to  the  city  of 


Benton  Harbor,  where  he  has  since  been  busily  oc- 
cupied in  contracting  and  building,  having  erected 
some  of  the  most  elegant  and  attractive  residences 
in  the  city.  As  a  designer  and  architect  he  pos- 
sesses considerable  ability,  his  plans  being  practical 
and  his  buildings  symmetrical.  His  residence  on  the 
corner  of  Garfield  and  Ohio  Streets  is  a  new  frame 
structure,  commodious  and  conveniently  arrranged, 
and  is  one  of  the  coziest  homes  in  the  place. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-six  years  Mr.  Watson  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  L.  Grow,  who  was  born  August 
29,  1856,  in  East  Palmyra,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.. 
being  the  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Sarah  (God- 
frey) Grow,  natives  of  Vermont  and  Massachu- 
setts, respectively.  Three  children  were  born  to. 
bless  this  home:  James  L.,  now  a  farmer  residing 
on  the  old  home  farm  in  this  township;  Burton  G., 
who  is  a  physician  and  makes  his  home  in  Benton 
Harbor;  and  Byron  S.,  a  mason  by  trade.  In  his 
social  connections  Mr.  Watson  is  identified  with 
Benton  Lodge  No.  132, 1,  0.  0.  F.,  in  which  he  is 
a  prominent  member  and  active  worker.  He  is  a 
man  to  whom  success  has  not  come  fortuitously, 
but  the  large  measure  of  prosperity  crowning  his 
exertions  is  the  result  of  his  industry  and  constant 
application.  He  is  known  and  honored  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  business  men  of  Benton  Har- 
bor. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church. 


-♦■#^-*-'-^"--rH' 


J  JOHN  J.  RITTER,  a  leading  business  man  nf 
I  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  now  engaged 
j  in  the  grocery,  coal  and  feed  business,  is 
^^  '  the  grandson  of  John  and  Sarah  (Lybrook) 
Ritter,  pioneer  settlers  of  the  State.  John  Ritler 
located  nearNilcs, Berrien  County, in  1828,  and  on 
August  29  of  the  same  year  made  his  home  in 
La  Grange  Township,  Cass  County,  where  he  en- 
tered land  from  the  Government.  Two  days  after, 
August  31, 1829,  Grandfather  Ritler  was  killed  by 
a  stroke  of  lightning,  and  his  wife  was  so  severely 
injured  at  the  same  time  that  she  died  from  the 
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effects  a  few  years  later.  Of  the  five  cliikiren 
born  unto  John  and  Sarah  Ritter,  three  were  sons. 
One  ehilrt  passed  away  in  infancy,  and  four  lived 
to  maturity,  Hannah,  the  eldest  of  the  family. 
died  in  Cassopolis  some  years  ago.  Henry  was  a 
Cass  County  farmer  and  devoted  himself  to  agri- 
(jultural  pursuits  all  of  his  life.  Harriet  M.  was 
third  in  order  of  birth.  .Toseph  11.  Hitter  was  the 
elticient  Treasurer  of  Cass  Couutj'  for  four  years. 
David  M.  Eitter,  the  second  youngest  child  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  but  five  years  of  age 
wiien  he  came  witli  his  parents  to  Michigan.  He 
attained  to  manhood  upon  llie  old  La  Grange  liome- 
stead,  remaining  there  until  his  marriage  witli  Miss 
Melinda  Reniston.a  native  of  Indiana.  Her  father, 
William  Iteniston,  came  to  La  Grange  Township  in 
1830,  and  located  near  tlie  site  of  Dowagiac,  upou 
the  land  since  known  as  the  Spalding  Mil)  prop- 
erty. There  Grandfather  Reniston  set  up  a  eard- 
ing-mill  and  afterward  ran  a  gristmill,  but  sold  out 
in  1834  and  settled  on  a  farm  located  upon  section 
17.  He  resided  on  the  homestead  for  many  years 
and  successfully  engaged  in  agriculture,  living  to 
an  advanced  age,  being  eighty-nine  yeai-s  of  age 
wlien  he  died  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.  William 
Reniston  was  born  in  Mifflin,  Pa.,  in  1796.  Ener- 
getic and  enterprising,  he  made  liis  home  in  the 
West  in  1818,  and  located  in  Noble  County,  Ind. 
Melinda,  now  the  widow  of  David  M.  Ritter,  was 
tlic  eldest  child  of  Grandfather  Reniston.  Mary 
E.,  the  second-born,  became  the  wife  of  Mr,  Spald- 
ing, of  La  Grange  Township,  Cass  Co  unty.  Imme- 
diately after  his  marriage,  Father  Kilter  bought  a 
farm  on  section  8,  and  devoted  himself  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  until  186.5,  when  be  removed 
to  Dowagiac,  where  be  died  in  August  of  the  same 
year.  Three  children  had  been  born  unto  the 
parents,  two  of  whom  yet  survive.  Joseph  A. 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  or  ten  years;  William  E. 
resides  in  Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.; 
John  J.,  our  subject,  was  born  July  6,  1848,  upon  the 
homestead,  in  La  Grange  Township,  Cass  County. 
The  Rittcrs  were  among  the  pioneers  of  this  part 
of  Michigan,  and  tiie'fatlier  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  fanners  of  this  section  of  country. 
Through  his  own  efforts  he  had  accumulated  val- 
uable property  and  at  the  time  of  his  deatli  was  the 


owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  improved  acres 
of  land.  Politically,  David  M.  Ritter  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat. He  was  a  man  of  upright  character,  highly 
esteemed,  and  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  Church 
who  aided  liberally  in  its  good  work. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  j'ears  upon  the  old 
farm  and  attended  the  schools  of  the  county. 
Arrived  at  manhood,  John  J.  Eitter  was  united  in 
maiTiage  with  Miss  Cyntliia  Bucklin,  February  22, 
1870.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Ritter,  William  P.  Buck- 
lin. was  a  pioneer  of  Cass  County,  but  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  the  Quaker  State  De- 
cember 20,  1816.  When  two  years  old,  Mr.  Buck- 
lin emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Sandusky  County, 
Ohio,  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  came  to  the 
farther  West,  lociting  in  Mottville,  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.  The  early  death  of  Mr,  Bucklin's 
father  left  a  large  family  dependent  upon  the 
elder  son  and  widowed  mother.  Faithful  to  his 
Alia!  obligations,  Mr.  Bucklin  aided  in  the  support 
and  education  of  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Janu- 
ary 26,  1839,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Lilly,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  Lilly,  both  of 
Scotch  descent.  Having  bought  a  small  farm  of 
forty  acres,  the  young  couple  began  life  upon  their 
own  account.  Kiglit  years  later  tliej  removed  to 
La  Grange  Township,  wjiere  Mr.  Bucklin  passed 
away,  August  20,  1866.  He  was  a  man  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  wlio  knew  him  and  his  death 
was  mourned  as  a  loss  to  the  community  among 
whom  he  had  s|}ent  so  many  yeai-s  of  usefulness. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  July  10,  1848,  in 
La  Grange  Township.  After  their  marriage,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ritter  made  tiietr  home  on  the  old  f.irm, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  until  1886,  when 
they  located  in  Dowagiac.  Our  subject,  however, 
engaged  in  agriculture  until  1891,  when  he  bought 
out  H.  Tancray  and  devoted  himself  to  his  present 
line  of  business. 

The  firm,  well  and  favorably  known,  is  Bates 
&  Ritter.  Mr.  Hittter  still  owns  and  controls  lijs 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  La  Grange  Township,  the 
land  being  used  for  general  agriculture  and  stock- 
raising.  Our  subject  has  also  a  half -interest  in  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres  located  in  Howard 
Township.  The  other  half-interest  is  held  by 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Cassopolis,  Mich.     The 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rittei-  was  blessed.  December 
12,  1874,  witb  tbe  birth  of  their  son  Jesse  W.,  who 
resides  with  his  parents.  Mr.  Hitter  is  politically 
a  Democrat.  He  is  a  strong  temperance  man,  and 
an  ardent  Prohibitionist.  For  three  years  he  served 
with  great  acceptability  as  Commissioner  of  La 
Grange  Township.  Fraternally,  be  is  connected 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  the  Capital  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion of  Lansing,  Midi.  Intimately  associated  with 
the  growth  and  upward  progress  of  tbe  best  in- 
terests of  his  home  locality,  Mr.  Ritter  enjoys  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  a  large  acquaintance  and 
is  numl>ered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Cass 
County. 


-«=^g 


W^"'  J.  ATWELL,  a  successful  and  prominent 
lIL^  attorney-at-law  of  Cass  County,and  an  in- 
\^  fluential  citizen  of  Dowagiac,  was  born  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  in  the  '30s.  The  family 
of  wliicb  be  is  an  honored  representativeoccupied 
a  leading  place  among  the  people  of  New  York  for 
many  generations.  His  grandfather,  Levi  Atwell, 
was  one  of  those  brave  men  who  dnring  the  War 
of  1812  fought  in  defense  of  our  nation.  In  his 
political  belief  he  wasastanch  Whig  and  was  noted 
in  bis  day  for  his  opposition  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 

Tbe  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Atwell,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
by  his  marriage  with  Annie,  daughter  of  John 
Freeman,  had  four  children,  only  two  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  county 
of  hia  birtb,and  after  completing  the  studies  of  the 
common  schools  attended  Albion  Academy,  in 
J^ew  York  State.  After  be  had  completed  his  lit- 
erary education,  he  commenced  to  read  law  with 
Hon.  C.  H.  Holmes,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Or- 
leans County  and  an  able  jurist  in  his  day. 

When  Lincoln  issued  bis  famous  call  for  seventy- 
five  thousand  volunteers  in  May  of  1861,  our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist.     He  became  a 


member  of  Company  K,  Twenty-seventh  New  York 
Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  Slocnm,  a  famous 
officer  in  the  war  and  now  a  resident  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  In  the  same  regiment  was  the  now  illustrious 
Albion  Tourgee,  the  writer  and  editor.  Among 
the  engagements  in  which  Mr.  Atwell  participated 
may  be  mentioned  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the 
battles  of  Yorktown  and  West  Point,and  the  num- 
erous engagements  of  the  Peninsular  campaign, 
including  tbe  seven-days  figbt  before  Richmond. 
During  the  last-named  battle  he  was  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  having  his  horse  struck  three  times 
by  bullets,  but  through  the  fearful  carnage  and 
horror  of  bloodshed  he  stood  manfully  at  the  post 
of  duty.  At  the  expiration  of  the  seven  days  lie 
had  become  so  weak  that  he  could  not  get  on  his 
horse  without  aid.  Later  he  took  part  in  the  sec- 
ond battle  of  Bull  Run.  the  battles  of  Antietam, 
Lookout  Mountain,  Ciianeellorsville,  Fredericks- 
burg and  many  minor  engagements. 

On  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  in  1863, 
Mr.  Atwell  returned  home  and  resumed  his  legal 
studies,  and  in  tlie  same  year  was  admitted  to  tlie 
Bar  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  tlie  Empire  State  it  was 
necessary  to  pass  a  very  rigid  examination  before 
the  Supreme  Court, and  Mr.  Atwell  was  examined 
by  such  men  as  the  noted  jurists,  Davis,  Gr  over  and 
Daniels.  After  his  admission  to  the  Rar  he  went 
to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  opened  an  oflSce  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  bis  profession.  He  re- 
mained in  that  city  from  1864  until  1868,and  dur- 
ing the  last  year  of  his  residence  there  he  tempo- 
rarily lost  the  use  of  his  eyes. 

Leaving  Memphis  in  1868,  Mr.  Atwell  went  to 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  then  a  place  of  eighteen  hundred 
people.  In  1869  he  came  to  Dowagiac,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  was  married  in  October, 
1871,  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Clark,  nee  Thomas,  a  native  of 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.  Politically,  Mr.  Atwell  is  a 
Republican  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  Stale 
and  National  polities.  He  was  the  first  Mayor  of 
Dowagiac  and  has  been  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
Cass  County  for  four  ycai-s.  He  has  never  sought 
office,  preferringtogive  his  attention  strictly  to  his 
profession,  but  at  the  solicitation  of  friends  has 
consented  to  serve  in  several  positions  of  trust,  and 
has   always    rendered    most    satisfactory    service. 
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Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  is  Commander  of  H.  C.  Gilbett 
Post  No.  47,  at  Dowagiac,  lie  has  an  extens^ive 
and  lucrative  law  practice  and  is  one  of  the  most 
influential  attorneys  of  western  Michigan. 


L.  CHAPMAN.  One  of  the  riiost  succes.'-f ul 
ind  representative  concerns  in  tlie  city  of 
Mavcellus  is  that  conducted  by  H.  L.  Cliap- 
\^))  man,  who  is  the  manufacturer  of  Chapman's 
Portable  Forges.  In  these  forges  tlie  main  gen- 
eral features  of  the  best  of  other  makes  is  pre- 
served, and  to  them  are  added  such  practical  im- 
provements as  years  of  careful  study  and  skilled 
mechanical  genius  could  devise,  aided  by  sugges- 
tions from  hundreds  of  experienced  smiths.  In 
simplicity,  durability  and  economy,  this  forge  far 
surpasses  all  others.  Tliey  arc  strongly  built  and 
have  fewer  wearing  parts  than  any  other,  hence 
ai-e  less  liabje  to  get  out  of  order. 

The  fan  is  bolted  direct  to  the  bottom  of  the 
hearth  and  fire  pit,  holding  it  firmly  and  avoiding 
long  cast-iron  supports,  liable  to  break  in  ship- 
ping. The  fan  is  so  located  that  a  part  of  its 
body  is  above  the  opening  to  the  Are  pit,  and  the 
ash  pit  is  so  arranged  that  cinders  do  not  fall  inside 
the  fan  case.  Should  anything  get  into  the  fan 
case  the  fan  blades,  by  their  first  quarter-turn, 
will  carry  it  direct  to  the  discharge  opening,  and, 
unlike  others,  they  do  not  have  to  carry  it  back 
and  up  over  the  top  of  tlie  fan  to  get  it  out;  hence 
this  fan  is  never  clogged  or  injured  by  cinders. 
The  fan  is  located  nearer  to  its  work,  and  has  a 
shorter  and  more  direct  air  passage  from  fan  to  fire 
than  any  other  forge.  It  is  driven  by  the  only 
intermittent  grip  clutch  that  has  ever  been  pat- 
ented, in  which  there  is  absolutely  no  lost  motion ; 
that  is,  it  locks  automatically  and  positively  at 
any  point  of  the  circle  before  the  lever  starts  on  its 
driving  stroke. 
This,  together  with  the  automatic  take-up  spring 


attached  to  the  head  piece  of  the  lever,  taking  up  all 
slick  in  the  winding  straps,  causes  the  fan  to  start 
at  once  on  pressing  down  the  lever,  thus  avoiding 
a  quick,  downward  motion  and  sudden  stop  at  the 
beginning  of  each  stroke,  as  in  all  ratchet-geared 
machines,  and  which  is  more  tiresome  to  the  oper- 
ator than  the  actual  work  done.  The  wear  in  this 
thilcli  does  not  cause  it  to  slip,  but  makes  it  grip 
the  firmer.  The  clutch  is  made  with  adjustable 
beaungs,  to  compensate  for  wear,  and  will  last  from 
twentj  to  fifty  years,  when  they  can  be  renewed 
m  a  few  moments  without  further  cost,  making 
the  clutch  as  good  as  new.  In  these  forges  the  pit 
13  cast  separate  from  the  hearth  and  bolted  on  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  the  strain  caused  by 
expansion  from  heating,  hence  they  do  not  crack. 
The  shafting  is  all  cold-rolled  steel.  And  last,  but 
not  least,  this  is  the  only  forge  in  which  the  fan, 
shaft  boxes,  clutch,  bearings  and  all  important 
wearing  parts  can  be  quickly  renewed  by  the 
smith  himself,  without  employing  a  machinist  or 
sending  for  new  parts. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  horn  in  Newbnrg,  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,  on  the  20th  of  Mareh,  1849,  to  the  mar- 
riage of  Amory  Harrison  and  Lucinda  (Hastings) 
Chapman.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont 
but  moved  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  when  a  boy. 
His  great-gran dfalher  was  a  soldier  in  the  Wai  of 
1812.  Amory  Chapman  attained  his  growth  in 
Medina  County,  Oliio,  and  was  married  there  to 
Miss  Hastings.  Later  he  emigrated  to  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,  settled  in  Newburg  Township,  which  was 
then  in  a  wild  state,  and  there  died  in  1892.  His 
widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  which 
consists  of  over  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  Mr.  Chapman  followed  general  farming  and 
accumulated  a  reasonable  amount  of  property.  lie 
was  a  good  manager  and  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary ability.  Two  children  were  born  to  his 
marriage,  both  sons.  One  son,  H.  S.  Chapman,  is  a 
farmer  and  sheep-breeder  of  Penn  Township,  this 
county.  Politically,  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  Republican. 

Reared  on  the  old  home  place,  our  subject  at- 
tended the  country  schools,  and  remained  with  bis 
parents  until  twenty  j'ears  of  age.  Previous  to 
that  he  began  learning  the  trajc  of  gunsmith,  and 
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followed  that  on  the  home  place  for  a  short  time. 
He  tlien  came  to  Marcellus,  set  up  a  sliop  in  this 
town,  and  here  remained  for  about  three  yeare, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business.  Later 
lie  returned  to  gunsmilhing  and  machine  work, 
and,  as  he  had  a  natural  taste  for  handling  tools, 
he  soon  had  plenty  of  work. 

Tn  tlie  year  1872,  Mr.  Chapman  married  Miss 
Tryphena  A.  Iverson,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Iverson,  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  Woodstock  Township,  Lenawee  County,  Mich. 
Mr.  Iverson  was  a  native  of  England  and  settled 
in  the  last- mentioned  county  in  1860.  To  Mr. 
and  Mi's.  Chapman  have  been  honi  two  children, 
Ola  E.  and  Rena  D.  Politically,  Mr.  Chapman  is 
liberal  in  his  views,  and  socially  he  is  a  Mason.  He 
lias  been  Junior  Warden  and  Secretary  of  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge.  He  is  quite  an  inventor,  but  his  forges 
ai-e  tbe  only  invention  he  has  brought  out.  The 
principal  part  of  the  forge  is  the  friction  clutch, 
which  he  bad  patented  in  1891.  In  the  fall  cf 
1892,  he  permanently  located  in  Marcellus  and  oc- 
cupied the  large  building  formerly  built  for  a 
wheel  factory.  He  employs  from  six  to  seven 
men,  all  first-class  workmen,  and  is  prepared  to  do 
general  machine  repairing,  Mr.  Chapman  is  pre- 
paring to  bring  out  two  other  very  important  in- 
ventions in  the  near  future. 


Il^  ENJ AMIN  F.  BEESON,  a  prominent  farmer 
IL^  residing  in  Calvin  Township,  Cass  County, 
'fM)||J  was  born  near  Richmond,  Ind.,  August  23, 
^!^^  1832,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
eight  children,  four  hoys  and  four  girls,  boni  to 
Jesse  G.  and  Ann  (llenesten)  Beeson,  His  father 
was  born  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  December  10,  1807, 
being  the  son  of  Isaac  Beeson,  a  native  of  North 
Carolina.  The  Beeson  family  originated  in  Eng- 
land, and,  while  we  have  no  positive  proof,  it  is 
said  that  three  brothers  (of  whom  the  father  of 
Isaag  wfta  one)  came  to  this  country  during  Colo- 


nial times,  one  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in 
Virginia  and  one  in  North  Carolina.  They  were 
Quakers  and  were  among  the  most  aristocratic  and 
wealthy  families  in  the  South.  Some  of  them 
severed  their  connection  with  the  Quaker  Church, 
and,  engaging  in  the  slave  trade,  became  very 
wealthy  as  planters  and  slave-owners. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  greatly 
opposed  to  the  institution  of  human  slavery,  and 
becoming  disgusted  with  his  surroundings  he  sold 
out  everything  he  had  at  a^  great  sacrilice,  and 
while  he  was  yet  a  young  man  and  single  started 
for  a  State  where  the  institution  was  not  lawful. 
He  settled  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  where  in  1804  or 
1805  he  married  Miss  Rambo.  He  married  outside 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  from  that  day  he 
was  not  identified  with  the  church  of  his  fore- 
fathers. He  became  a  farmer  and  also  owned  and 
operated  three  distilleries  on  his  farm,  making  a 
fortune  in  that  way.  ]>uring  the  War  of  1812  he 
served  as  Captain.  He  was  a  man  of  liberal  edu- 
cation and  great  executive  ability  and  was  a  life- 
long Whig  in  politics.  lie  was  three  times 
married.  Of  the  first  union  Llie  fatherof  our  subject 
and  one  sister  were  born.  By  the  other  two  mar- 
riages there  were  five  children. 

Jesse  G.  Beeson  grew  to  manhood  in  Indiana, 
where  he  received  a  good  education  and  for  many 
years  engaged  in  teaching.  June  5,  1828,  lie 
married  Ann  lienesten,  who  was  born  September 
30,  1803.  Her  father,  an  Irishman  by  birth,  came 
to  this  country  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  she  was  born.  A  frugal,  economical  man, 
he  accumulated  a  large  amount  of  tliis  world's 
goods  and  at  his  death  left  a  large  property.  Of 
the  children  born  to  Jesse  6.  and  Ann  Beeson, 
William  H.  was  born  on  the  2oth  of  March,  1829. 
Isaac  N.,  who  was  born  on  the  I5lh  of  December, 
1830,  married  Etta  Wheeler,  and  they  have  one 
daughter.  He  has  for  years  been  occupied  as  a 
traveling  salesman.  Mary  J.  was  born  December 
28,  1835,  and  married  David  Huff,  a  real-estate 
and  loan  agent  at  Lincoln,  Neb,  She  died  Febru- 
ary 17,  1893,  leaving  her  husband  and  one 
daughter  to  mourn  her  loss,  Lurany,  who  was 
born  May  10,  1838,  married  Austin  Dixon,  a  hotel- 
keeper   of   Madison,   Wis.     Eliza,  who  was  born 
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July  25,  1840,  married  Nathaniel  DeFoe,  a  famier 
residing  near  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  daughter.  Laura  E.,  who  waa  born 
August  30,  1842,  married  Robert  Canieion,  a  real- 
estate  dealer  at  Algona,  Iowa,  and  they  have  one 
daughter  and  one  son.  Anderson  G.,  who  was 
born  June  26,  1847,  conducts  a  large  real-estate 
business  at  Lincoln,  Neb.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  June  21,1870.  The  fatb or  afterward 
married  again,  but  his  second  union  was  a  child- 
less one. 

In  the  spring  of  1833,  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  little  more. than  a  year  old,  the  family 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Cass  County,  not 
far  from  Dowagiac.  The  father  became  a  wealthy 
m.tn  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the 
county.  In  1853  he  served  in  the  Stale  Senate, 
having  been  elected  on  the  Whig  ticket.  Later, 
when  the  Republican  party  was  organized,  hecast 
in  his  lot  with  that  political  organization  and 
remained  with  it  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  February  19,  1888. 

B.  F.  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm,  receiving 
the  ordinary  education  of  the  pioneer  days.  He 
remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age  and  in  1858  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business.  In  1859  he  married  Miss  Jennie  E. 
Banks,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  being  a 
daughter  of  Walter  Banks.  Her  grandfather,  Adam 
Banks,  was  born  inl  769.  Tradition  says  that  lie  was 
found  on  the  oyster  banks  of  the  coast  of  Germany 
when  a  mere  child,  and  the  parties  finding  him, 
not  being  able  to  secure  any  trace  of  his  parentage, 
gave  him  the  name  of  Adam  Oysterbank,  in  token 
of  the  place  where  he  was  found.  Some  of  the 
descendants  are  still  known  by  that  name  in  the 
United  States,  but  this  immediate  branch  of  the 
family  dropped  the  "Oyster,"  and  took  simply  the 
name  of  Banks.  Alter  emigrating  to  America,  the 
family  settled  in  Connecticut  and  later  migrated 
to  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Beeson  was  bom  in  1792. 

Mrs.  Beeson's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Polly  Dunbar,  and  was  boni  in  Greenfield,  Sara- 
toga County,  N.  Y.,  June  16,  1796.  Her  father, 
Nehcmiah  Dunbar,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
who  enlisted  in  the  army  when  a  boy  of  but  thir- 


teen years  and  served  until  its  close,  being  dis- 
charged with  the  commission  of  Captain.  He 
died  in  McDonough,  N.  Y.,  March  II,  1833,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  March  7,  1834.  Grandfather 
Banks  died  in  the  same  place  in  August,  1826,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  in  Union,  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,on  the  12thof  August,  1844.  Mis.  Beeson's 
father  was  a  soidier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died 
in  New  York  State,JuQe  12,  1862.  Her  motherdied 
in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  April  15,  1872.  Mr.  Banks 
had  an  only  brother,  Aaron,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan from  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  here. 
A  sister,  Laura,  who  was  born  in  1806,  married 
Rev.  A.  A.  Allen,  a  Methodist  minister,  now 
deceased;  she  lives  with  her  son  in  Detroit,  Mich. 
Betsey  married  a  Mr.  Daniels  and  died  April  26, 
1849.  Abigail  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Thomp- 
son and  died  many  yeare  ago. 

The  family  of  which  Mrs.  Beeson  was  a  member 
consisted  of  eleven  children,  nine  uf  whom  are 
now  living.  John,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  was  for  many  years  a  teacher  in 
Cassopolis;  in  fact,  this  was  a  family  of  school- 
teachers. Mre.  Beeson  was  for  many  years  a  teacher 
in  New  York  State  and  ail  her  brothers  and 
sisters  followed  that  profession.  Mr.  and  Mrs- 
Beeson  have  three  children,  as  follows;  Grace,  who 
was  educated  at  Hillsdale,  and  married  Fred  D. 
Ashley,  a  business  man  of  Clinton,  Iowa;  Dix  II., 
who  was  also  educated  at  Hillsdale,  married  Klla 
James,  and  is  now  a  druggist  at  Three  Oaks,  Ber- 
rien County;  and  Otis  ,T.,  who  was  educated  at 
Cassopolis  and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsil- 
anti,  and  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  most  thorough 
teachers  of  Cass  County,  where  he  lias  taught  for 
four  yeai-s. 

After  having  engaged  in  the  mei-eantile  business 
for  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Beeson  In  1864  crossed 
the  plains  to  Montana,  but  after  a  short  sojourn  in 
the  far  West  returned  to  Michigan,  and  twoutv- 
sis  years  ago  he  located  on  his  present  farm  in 
Calvin  Township.  As  a  Republican  he  has  been 
a  prominent  factor  in  lo(!al  polities  and  has  served 
as  Supervisor  of  his  township  for  eleven  years,  bo- 
sides  holding  other  minor  offices.  He  devotes  his 
attention  principally  to  his  jiersonai  affairs  and  his 
farming  interests,   but   nevertheless   maintains  a 
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constant  and  unvarying  concern  in  the  welfare  of 
the  community  ami  may  always  be  relied  upon  to 
aid  in  public  enterprises.  He  is  counted  among 
the  worthy  men  of  this  locality,  and  everybody  is 
a  friend  to  Frank  Beeson.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  with  which  they 
have  been  identified  for  many  years. 


'  ^=^«B«'*n«-SISS#!#i=^  ■■ 


Sf^DWIN  HARRIS,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
^  cessfiil  agriculturist,  has  since  1887  prosper- 
J[ — Si  ously  managed  the  old  Hadden  home- 
stead, a  valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  and  seven 
acres  located  in  Ontwa  Township,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  and  owned  jointly  by  our  subject  and  his 
mother.  Mr,  Harris  was  bora  in  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  23,  1867,  and  was  the  son  of  Ed- 
win and  Mary  L.  (Hadden)  Harris.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Lainan  Harris,  was  a  farmer  of  New 
York,  and  upon  the  old  home  were  born  three 
children:  Margaret,  wife  of  J.  W.  Steward,  of  Pitts- 
ford,  N.  Y;  George,  of  Saginaw  County;  and 
Edwin.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared 
upon  the  old  home  place,  and  on  attaining  to  ma- 
turity began  life  for  himself.  He  was  killed  in 
August,  18G7,  by  falling  from  a  barn  which  he 
was  erecting  upon  his  own  property.  He  left  a 
widow  and  four  children  to  mourn  his  untimely 
loss.  The  eldest,  Elberta  Mills,  of  Weedsport, 
N.  Y.;  Eugenia  Mills,  also  of  New  York;  and 
Charles  L.,  of  Cato,  N.  Y.,  were  the  three  children 
of  the  first  wife,  Kate  Hunting.  Our  subject  was 
the  child  of  the  second  wife,  Mary  L.  Hadden. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  Edwin  Harris, 
Charles  D.  Hadden,  was  born  in  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  31,  1811.  He  was  the  son 
of  Gill>ert  and  Deborah  (Barton)  Hadden,  who 
were  of  Scotch  ancestry.  When  but  two  years 
old,  Grandfather  Hadden  removed  with  his  wid- 
owed mother  to  Auburn,  N.  Y.  He  was  one  of 
eleven  children,  and  as  the  family  were  in  limited 
circumstances  enjoyed  but  a  brief  schooling.  He 
began  the  work  of  life  as  a  farmer  boy  and  pur- 


chased and  located  on  a  farm  in  Savannah  Town- 
ship, Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1835. 
In  December,  1839,  he  settled  in  Butler  Township, 
and  twelve  years  after  made  bis  home  on  another 
farm,  within  the  borders  of  bis  native  State.  In 
1867,  appreciating  the  broader  opportunities  of 
the  West,  he  journeyed  to  Michigan  and  located 
four  hundred  acres  upon  section  6,  west  of  Ed- 
wardsburgli,  which  was  improved.  He  died  Jan- 
uary 26,  1878.  His  wife,  surviving  a  number  of 
yeai-s,  passed  away  December  12,  1886.  Grand- 
father and  Grand  mo  th-ir  Hadden  wei-e  both  de- 
vout members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
were  prominent  in  benevolent  and  religious  work. 
In  political  affiliation  the  grandfather  was  in  early 
yeai-s  a  Whig  and  later  a  Repul>lican. 

The  maternal  grandmother,  Nancy  (Blythe) 
Hadden,  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret 
(Oilman)  Blythe.  She  was  born  October  1,  1809, 
and  was  the  mother  of  six  children:  Samuel;  Mary; 
George;  Aionzo,  who  died  young;  Elizabeth  Par- 
sons; and  James  G,  The  Blythes  came  originally 
from  Ireland,  accompanied  by  their  family  of  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Tbe  maternal  great-grand- 
mother of  our  subject,  Margaret  (Oilman)  Blythe, 
emigrated  from  Ireland  to  America  at  eleven 
years  of  age.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Harris  accom- 
panied her  father  to  Michigan  in  December,  1867. 
She  was  twice  married,  her  second  husband  being 
Jacob  D.  Ci-owell,  of  Conquest,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.  He  died  April  26,  1893,  and  for  a  second 
time  the  mother  of  our  subject  is  a  widow.  She 
lives  in  New  York  and  is  active  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian Chui-ch,  of  which  she  has  been  a  member  ever 
since  she  was  twenty-one  years  old.  Our  subject 
was  reared  upon  the  homestead  where  he  now  re- 
sides and  which  was  then  the  property  of  Grand- 
father Hadden.  Mr.  Harris  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  the  home  district,  and  before  attaining 
his  majority  took  full  charge,  in  1887,  of  the  mag- 
nificent farm,  of  which  he  owns  one  hundred  and 
eight  and  his  mother  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
Mr.  Harris  was  united  in  marriage  May  12, 
1888,  with  Miss  Minnie  J.  Hanson,  daughter  of 
William  and  Matilda  (Kornover)  Hanson.  Their 
pleasant  home   was  brightened   by  the   birth  of 
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two  children:  Charles,  who  died  at  two  years  of 
age;  and  William,  yet  surviving,  Mr.  Harris  is 
politically  a  Republican  and  is  interested  in  both 
local  and  national  issues.  Spending  his  entire 
years  among  the  associations  of  early  youth,  he  is 
respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Intelligent  and 
energetic,  he  devotes  himself  to  the  business  of 
daily  life  and  with  his  wife  occupies  a  high  social 
position  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Ontwa  Township. 


[JOHN  BELL,  M.  B.,  M.  D.,  President  of  the 
Benton  Harbor  Improvement  Association 
and  a  successful  physician  and  surgeon  re- 
siding in  this  city,  was  born  in  Milton, 
llalton  County,  Ontario,  Canada,  September  25, 
1840.  His  father,  Joseph  Bell,  was  a  native  of 
England,  who  emigrated  to  Canada  in  an  early 
day  and  there  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 
Subsequently  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death,  in  June,  1888.  The  mother 
of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Teelzel,  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  now  makes  her 
home  in  Benton  Harbor. 

Under  the  careful  training  of  his  parents  our 
subject  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood,  meantime 
enjoying  such  educational  advantages  as  were 
offered  hy  the  schools  of  Canada.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  commenced  to  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  Freeman,  a  prominent  practitioner  of 
Milton,  Halton  County,  Ontario,  Later  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  Univeraity  of 
Toronto  and  attended  one  year.  The  following 
year  he  was  a  stiident  at  the  University  of  New 
York  City  and  graduated  there  in  1860,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.,  after  liaving  completed  the  course 
with  .lonors.  During  the  following  year  he  was 
gradr  ited  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
Univoi-sity  of  Toronto,  receiving  the  degree  of 
M.  B.  (Bachelor  of  Medicine).  His  dvanlages  for 
acquiring  a    theoretical    knowledge    of   medicine 


were  the  best  obtainable,  and  he  availed  himself  to 
the  utmost  of  every  opportunity  presented  for 
gaining  additional  knowledge.  This  thorough 
education,  together  with  diligent  reading  and 
close  observation,  laid  the  foundation  for  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  his  efforts  in  the  medical 
world. 

In  April,  1862, Dr.  Bell  came  to  Benton  Harbor, 
wliere  he  has  conducted  a  general  practice  in  med- 
icine and  surgery  to  the  present  time.  In  1889, 
he  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Benton  Harbor 
Improvement  Association,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  President,  He  maintains  a  deep  interest  in 
everything  relating  to  the  profession  and  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  Master,  and  Calvin 
Brittain  Chapter  No.  56,  at  St  Joseph.  In  De- 
cember, 1867,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Annetta,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Dickinson)  Hopkins,  of  Trumansburgh,  N.  Y. 

By  setting  before  his  fellow-citizens  an  example 
of  industry  and  honesty  of  purpose,  the  Doctor 
has  a  present  as  well  as  a  future  influence  upon 
his  community.  He  is  a  man  whose  influence  may 
always  be  relied  upon  to  support  those  measures 
calculated  to  benefit  his  fellow-citizens.  Through 
energy  and  perseverance  he  has  arisen  to  a  fore- 
most position  among  tlie  physici.ins  and  surgeons 
of  Michigan,  and  alike  in  social  and  professional 
circles  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  with  whom  ho 
is  brought  in  contact.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


1  and 


ixperienced  business  n 


[LdT  popular  druggist  of  Dowagiac,  Cass  Coun- 
i£>\  ty,  Mich.,  is  a  practical  pharmacist  and 
^S)  thoroughly  at  home  in  the  responsible  du- 
ties of  comiX)unding  and  dispensing.  Our  subject 
is  a  native  of  Marion  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born 
July  6,  1856,  He  was  one  of  the  large  family  of 
Ehen  and  Hettie  (McWilliams)  Lewis,  about  whose 
hearth  clustered  seven  sons  and  daughters.     The 
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father,  a  natiye  of  the  Empire  State,  was  a  miller 
by  trade,  and  after  an  upright  and  industrious  lite 
passed  away  in  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Kben  Lewis,  a 
lifetime  resident  of  New  York,  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  noted  Francis  Lewis,  an  American 
Revolutionary  statesman,  born  in  Llandaff,  Gla- 
morganshire, Wales,  in  Mareli,  1713.  This  honored 
ancestor  of  our  subject  was  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Revolution  elected  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  in  May,  1775,  took  his  seat  in  that  body  as 
one  of  the  delegates  from  New  York.  He  signed 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  one  short  interval,  continued  to  be  a 
Member  of  Congress  until  April,  1779.  Various 
branches  of  the  Lewis  family  have  attained  to 
eminence,  and  the  name  is  an  honored  one  through- 
out the  Empire  State. 

The  mother  of  our  subjtict  was  a  Pennsylvanian 
by  birth,and  was  a  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Mc- 
Williams,  a  pioneer  settler  and  prominent  resident 
of  the  Quaker  Stale.  The  parents  early  made 
their  home  in  the  West,  and  in  Valparaiso, lud.,  Mr. 
Lewis  completed  bis  studies  by  attending  the  ex- 
cellent Normal  School  of  that  thriving  city.  He 
nextserved  an  apprenticeship  in  the  drug  business, 
and  thus  employed  was  for  four  years  located  in 
Freeport,  III.  Before  entering  permanently  into 
the  handling  of  drugs,  he  successfully  taught 
school  nine  terms  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Ind- 
iana. In  the  spring  of  1890,  Mr,  Lewis  bought  tlie 
drug  business  of  Coleman  &  Defendorf,  at  Uowa- 
giac,  Mich.,  and  has  since  given  liis  entire  time  to 
the  demands  of  his  large  and  constantly  increas- 
ing business.  He  first  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  Nevada,  Iowa,  in  1885,  where 
he  continued  in  business  for  four  years,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Lewis  &  Simmons.  In  March,  1889, 
they  closed  out  their  business  in  Nevada  and 
opened  a  drug  store  in  Boone,  Iowa,  June  15,  and 
continued  the  business  until  they  were  burned 
otit,  September  8,  1889.  The  following  spring 
Lewis  &  Simmons  came  to  Dowagiac  and  pur- 
chased the  present  business.  This  firm  continued 
until  September  15,  1890,  wlien  Mr.  Lewis  bought 
Mr.  Simmons'  interest,  since  which  time  he  has 
continued  the  business  alone. 


Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  September 
30,  1885,  to  Miss  Ella  Wood,  of  Deep  River,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Lewis  is  the  daughter  of  Nathan  Wood  and 
the  granddaughter  of  John  Wood.  His  father 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  was 
a  native  of  New  England,  born  in  Salem,  Mass., 
the  Wood  family  being  among  the  early  colonists 
who  settled  upon  the  shores  of  the  old  Bay  State, 
The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  has 
been  brightened  by  the  presence  of  one  daughter, 
Claire.  Although  but  comparatively  a  brief  time 
residents  of  Michigan,  they  now  enjoy  the  esteem 
of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances  and  find  in  their 
new  home  the  generous  hospitality  and  ready  ap- 
preciation ever  extended  by  the  citizens  of  Dowa- 
giac to  all  enterprising  new-comers.  Our  subject, 
while  not  in  any  sense  of  the  word  a  politician,  is 
interested  in  public  affairs  and  is  in  conviction  a 
Democrat.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  valued  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  and  is  an  active  Knight  of 
Pythias  in  the  lodge  of  Dowagiac. 


^Sj  APT.  WII-LIAM  A.  BOSWELL,  President 
!ti  of  the  Boswell  &  Pike  Ferry  Company  and 

^^  a  prominent  resident  of  Benton  Harbor,  is 
at  the  head  of  one  of  the  successful  enterprises  of 
Berrien  County.  The  other  offlcers  are  J.  S.  Mor- 
ton, Treasurer;  Linus  Chadwick,  Secretary;  and  J.' 
H.  Pike,  Chief  Engineer.  The  company  owns  and 
runs  four  boats:  the  "Joe."  capacity  two  hundred 
and  fifty  passengers,  of  which  Capt.  Boswell  is 
master;  the  steel  tug  "McCormick,"  one  hundred 
passengers;  the  "Richmond,"  with  a  capacity  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  passengers;  and  the  "George  D. 
Sanford,  Jr.,"  a  screw  propellor,  with  a  cap.'icity 
of  two  hundred  passengers. 

Near  the  opening  years  of  the  present  century, 
a  lad  named  Ezra  Boswell  emigrated  from  his 
native  land,  Scotland,  to  America,  and  settled 
in  South  Carolina.  Some  years  later  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Berrien  County,  but  at 
present  he  makes  his  home  in  Greenfield,  Tenn. 
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He  married  Miss  Sarah  Connelly,  who  was  bom  in 
Maryland,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Allen 
Connelly,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  for  many  years 
a  sea-captain.  Among  the  children  bora  tu  this 
worthy  couple  was  one  whom  they  named  Will- 
iam A.,  and  whose  birth  occurred  in  Royalton 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  on  the  17tb  of 
July,  1847. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  our  subject  secured  a 
position  as  cabin  boy  on  a  lake  vessel  and  was 
afterward  promoted,  remaining  on  the  Lakes  until 
some  time  after  the  oommeneement  of  the  Civil 
War.  When  less  tban  sixteen  years  of  age  he  en- 
listed in  defease  of  the  Union,  and  on  the  oth 
of  June,  1863,  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a  member 
of  Company  B,  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Henry  DufHeld.  His  regiment 
was  incorporated  in  the  Army  of  tbe  Cumberland, 
participating  in  its  raarehos  and  engagements,  in- 
cluding the  entire  campaign  to  Atlanta.  Our  sub- 
ject was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  and 
again  at  the  battle  of  Decatur,  Ala.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  lie  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  nt 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  on    the  23d  of  November,  1865. 

Returning  to  Berrien  County,  Mr.  Boswell  pur- 
chased eighty  acres,  paying  for  the  same  with 
money  he  had  saved  during  the  war,  and  giving 
tlie  land  to  his  parents  for  their  home.  He  then 
went  on  tbe  Lakes  again  and  served  for  five  years 
with  tlie  Goodrich  Line,  occupying  different  posi- 
tions. In  1872  he  bought  a  steam  river  boat  for 
freight  and  passengere,  plying  between  St.  Joseph 
and  Nileb,  this  State,  but  on  October  Hof  the  same 
year  tlic  boat  was  burned.  Afterward  Mr.  Bos- 
well purchased  a  passenger  boat,  which  was  the 
first  running  between  Pent  Water,  Ludington  and 
Manistee.  In  1876  he  i-eturned  to  St,  Joseph,  and 
for  a  time  engaged  in  the  tug  business;  he  also  pur- 
chased a  steam  ferry  boat,  which  he  ran  between 
St.  Joseph  and  Benton  Harbor.  These  interests 
he  disposed  of  in  1880  and  entered  tbe  employ  of 
the  Graham  &  Morton  Company,  remaining  with 
them  until  1890,  after  which  he  sailed  a  Govern- 
ment tug  for  one  year. 

In  the  year  1891  Capt.  Boswell  formed  a 
partnership  with  .1.  H.  Pike,  under  the  Qrm  name 
of  the    Boswell  '&    Pike    Ferry    Company,  a  con- 


nection which  still  continues.  Politically,  he 
is  firm  in  his  adherence  to  tbe  Democratic  party. 
In  the  year  1890  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
Game  and  Fish  Warden  of  Berrien  County,  and 
still  fills  that  position.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  F.  &A.  M.,  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Uniformed  Rank,  K.  P.,  and 
was  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  the  organization  of 
Purila  Lodge  No.  117,  at  Benton  Harbor.  He  is 
also  a  charter  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees and  is  influential  in  George  H.  Thomas 
Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1873,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Capt.  Boswell  to  Miss  Etta,  daughter 
of  Perry  Brooks.  She  is  an  accomplished  lady, 
who  also  holds  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of 
her  acquaintances.  The  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  sons:  Claude  W.  and  Walter 
Leo.  Mrs.  Boswell  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  the  Captain,  while  not 
identified  with  any  religious  organization,  is  a  lib- 
eral contributor  to  the  work.  The  family  residence 
is  at  No.  120  Belleview  Avenue. 


IfU-^ON.  HEWLETT  C.  ROCKWELL  was  born 
\jf^.  in  Tarrytown,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.. 
%^  -July  9,  1843.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Eng- 
(^)  lish  ancestors,  and  his  forefatliers  were  for 
several  generations  identified  with  the  growth  of 
Connecticut.  In  that  State  his  grandfather,  Har- 
vey, and  his  father,  George  Rockwell,  were  born 
and  reared  to  manhood.  The  latter  married  Sara 
L.  Tunis  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
Hewlett  C.  and  Charles  Howard,  our  subject  being 
the  elder  in  order  of  birth. 

The  boyhood  of  Hewlett  C.  Rockwell  was  passed 
in  a  quiet  manner  in  his  native  place,  and  after 
acquiring  a  common-school  education  he  prepared 
for  college  at  Tarrytown  Academy.  About  that 
time  arose  the  conflict  between  the  North  and 
South,  and  the  whole  nation  was  convulsed  by  the 
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liorrpi-s  of  war.  With  chivalrous  valor  and  patri- 
otism he  at  onue  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
and  although  he  was  less  than  nineteen  years  old 
he  determined  to  fight  for  the  Old  Flag.  In  May, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army,  be- 
commg  a  member  of  Comimny  E,  Twenty-fifth 
New  York  Infantry,  and  served  on  detached  duty 
until  he  was  mustered  out  in  October  of  the  same 
year.  Though  his  active  service  ended  with  his 
honorable  discharge  from  the  army,  yet  he  aided 
the  Union  afterward  in  every  way  possible  until 
the  war  was  closed  and  peace  once  more  reigned 
from  coast  to  coast. 

In  Mai-cli,  1866,  our  subject  was  graduated  from 
the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Uental  Surgery,  at 
Philadelphia.  At  once  after  the  completion  of  his 
studies  Dr.  Rockweli  located  at  Aurora,  III.,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  that 
city,  remaining  there  a  short  time.  Thence  be  re- 
moved to  Lansing,  Mich.,  and  there  conducted 
active  practice  for  a  period  of  two  years,  follow- 
ing which  he  was  located  in  Chicago  for  one  year. 
While  residing  in  the  last-named  city  his  attention 
was  attracted  to  Berrien  County,and  he  noted  the 
excellent  prospects  and  inducements  offered  to 
those  locating  there.  Accordingly,  in  1870,  he  re- 
moved to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  opened  an  office  for 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  made  bis  home 
in  that  city  for  niiie  years.  Meanwhile  be  had 
gained  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  adjoining 
city  of  Benton  Harbor,  so  that  when  be  located  in 
this  city  in  the  summer  of  1879  he  came  not  as  a 
stranger  but  as  an  old  friend.  He  is  so  delighted 
witli  the  various  attractions  offered  by  Benton 
Harbor  that  in  all  probability  he  will  make  this 
city  his  permanent  home. 

In  tbe  fall  of  1890  Dr.  Kockwcll  was  elected  on 
the  Democratict  ticket  to  represent  the  First  District 
of  Berrien  County  in  the  Legislature  of  Michigan, 
and  he  served  in  that  honored  place  for  two  years. 
He  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  the  city  charter 
for  Benton  Harbor,  and  feels  a  commendable  pride 
in  the  place.  Every  movement  looking  to  its  ma- 
terial advancement  meets  with  his  encouragement, 
and  he  is  progressive  and  public-spirited.  For 
thi-ee  years  he  served  as  City  Recorder  of  St.  Jos- 
eph. In  his  fraternal  relations  be  is  identified  with 


Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which 
he  was  Worthy  Master  for  eight  consecutive  years; 
and  Calvin  Brittain  Chapter,  of  St  Joseph;  he  is 
also  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  a  Knight  of  Honor  and 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Ai-canum.  He  was  one  of 
the  charter  memljers  of  George  H.  Thomas  Post  No. 
14,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  still  actively  connected  with 
that  organization. 

On  Colfax  Avenue,  in  Benton  Harbor,  Dr. 
Rockwell  has  a  pleasant  and  elegantly  furnished 
residence.  He  was  married  in  December,  1866,  to 
Miss  Eunice  C,  Buckley,  who  at  that  time  was  a 
resident  of  Clayton,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Caroline  Buckley, 
natives  of  New  York  State.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rock- 
well are  the  parents  of  three  daughters,  Carrie, 
Florence  and  Georgia. 


^^LPHONSO   A.   COVELL,    Superintendent 
^fjy    of  the  Davis  Milling  Company  at  Benton 

7/rii    Harbor,  was   born  in  Ashtabula  County, 
1^  Ohio,  June    21,   1842.     He  is  the  son   of 

Alpheus  D.  Covcll,  a  native  of  New  York  and  an 
early  settler  of  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  having 
settled  there  in  1840.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Covell,  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
where  his  ancestors  had  located  at  an  early  period 
in  its  history.  Mr.  Covell's  mother  was  Lucretia, 
daughter  of  Alanson  Lyons,  the  latter  being  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont  and  the  former  of  Pennsylvania, 
while  the  ancestors  were  originally  from  Germany. 
In  1855  the  subject  of  this  sketch  accompanied 
his  parents  to  the  village  of  Montgomery,  Kane 
County,  III.,  where  he  completed  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  hud  scarcely  attained 
the  age  of  twenty  years  when,  anxious  to  defend 
the  Union  and  fight  for  the  Old  Flag,  be  enlisted 
in  the  volunteer  service,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  11,  Eighty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  Col. 
Christopher  commanding.  The  regiment  was  as- 
signed to  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  and,  marching 
to  the  front,  participated    in    nuntefous    engage- 
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ments  with  the  foe.  Among  tbe  battles  in  which 
Mr.  Covell  took  part  may  be  mentioned  those  of 
Perryvillc,  Stone  River,  Cliickamauga  and  Mis- 
sionary Ridge.  He  was  also  a  pai-ti<;i|>ant  in  fre- 
quent skirmisliea,not less  hazardous  to  life  though 
less  decisive  in  results.  On  account  of  wounds 
received  in  the  service,  Mr.  Covell  was  honoi-ably 
discharged  from  the  army  and  was  mustered  out 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1865,  after  three  years  of 
brave  service  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

After  returning  Lome  our  subject  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  under  his  father,  who  followed  that 
occupation,  and  as  soon  as  he  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  work  he  went  to  Erie  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  building  and  contract- 
ing, remaining  there  until  186!).  Subsequently 
lie  went  to  the  oil  regions  of  the  Keystone  State, 
where  he  followed  his  chosen  occupation  for  a 
number  of  yeare.  In  1882  he  came  to  Benton  Har- 
bor, and,  forming  a  partnership  with  A.  .J.  Young, 
embarked  in  the  planing-mill  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Covell  <fe  Young.  One  and  one- 
half  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  firm,  Mr. 
Covell  pui'chased  his  partner's  interestand  formed 
a  stock  company,  known  as  the  Eicholtz  Lumber 
Company,  of  which  he  was  Superintendent  for  two 
and  one-half  years.  The  name  was  then  changed  to 
the  Graves  Lumber  Company  and  later  to  tlie  Lake 
Shore  Lumber  Company,  and  is  now  known  as  the 
Davis  Lumber  Company,  Mr.  Covell  having  re- 
tained the  superin tendency  throughout  the  vari- 
ous changes  of  the  company,  and  now  having  con- 
trol of  the  plan ing-m ills. 

An  outsjwken  Republican,  Mr,  Covell  was  elected 
in  July,  1891,  to  represent  the  Third  Ward  in  the 
City  Council,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
oftice  was  re-elected  in  1892,  serving  until  April, 
1893.  Socially,  he  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Royal  Areanum, Uniformed  Rank, and 
is  also  a  member  of  George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14, 
G.  A.R.  March  16,  1867,  he  married  Miss  Vina 
Taylor,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  two  children,  Bertie  G.  and  Mattie  E. 
In  1882  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jen- 
nie Johnson,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Solomon 
Johnson,  a  native  of  Vermont.  Mre.  Covell  is  a 
^nost   estimable  lady  and  occupies  a  position  of 


prominence  in  the  social  circles  of  Benton  Harbor. 
She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal CInii-ch,  with  which  Mr.  Covell  is  also  identi- 
fied. 


§ENJAMIN  F.  PIXLEY.  Throughout  the 
entire  nation,  southwestern  Michigan  has 
gained  the  reputation  of  lieing  one  of  the 
finest  fruit  and  berry  sections  of  the  United 
States.  The  peculiar  adaptability  of  the  soil  to 
the  cultivation  of  small  fruits  has  greatly  en- 
hanced the  value  of  property  around  St.  Joseph, 
and  lias  induced  many  of  the  prominent  men  to 
devote  their  farms  exclusively  to  raising  berries 
and  fruits.  One  of  the  most  successful  fruit-grow- 
ere  of  St.  Joseph  is  the  gentleman  with  whose 
name  we  introduce  this  sketch. 

Born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  September  26, 
1816,  he  is  the  son  of  William  and  Abigail 
(Lewis)  Pixley,  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  latter 
being  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Lewis,  a  captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Our  subject  spent  his 
early  school  days  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
for  a  time  he  attended  the  common  schools.  The 
education  he  there  acquired  w.is  afterward  supple- 
mented by  a  course  of  study  at  Clinton  Liberal 
Institute,  in  Clinton,  N.  Y,  Meanwhile  he  aided 
his  father  on  the  fai-m. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Pixley  drove  a  flock  of  one  thou- 
sand sheep  to  .lanesville.  Wis.,  coming  across  the 
country  from  New  York  and  spending  four 
months  en  route.  Arriving  in  Wisconsin,  he  con- 
ducted sheep-raising  for  two  years,  when  he  sold 
out  and  embarked  in  merchandising  at  Janesville. 
For  a  time  he  carried  on  his  mercantile  business  suc- 
cessfully, but  later  disposed  of  that  enterprise  and 
purchased  a  flouring-mil!  at  Janesville,  which  he 
operated  with  success  for  a  number  of  yeai-s.  In 
connection  with  liis  mill  he  bought  and  shipped 
wool  extensively  and  carried  on  a  large  business 
in  that  line.  He  remained  in  Wisconsin  until 
1864. 

During  that  year  Mr.  Pixley   removed  to  Chi- 
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caj^o,  where  he  conducted  an  extensive  business  as 
a  wool  merchant  until  1871.  Tliat  year  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  St.  Joseph,  where  he  purchased  a 
fruit  farm,  consisting  of  ten  acres  and  located  in 
the  suburbs  of  St.  Joseph.  He  stil!  resides  on  that 
place  and  is  engaged  extensively  in  the  raising  of 
grapes,  pears,  peaches  and  other  small  fruits.  He 
is  a  man  who  brings  to  every  detail  of  his  busi- 
ness a  well-balanced  mind,  keen  discrimination 
and  thoughtful  observation,  qualities  which  have 
largely  contributed  to  his  success. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Fix- 
ley  was  his  marriage,  which  took  place  October  25, 
1848,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Jane  E.  Lewis. 
This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Augusta,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Eliza  (Bowen)  Lewis,  natives  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the 
latter  being  a  daughter  of  Joshua  Bowen,  of  Eng- 
land. He  emigrated  to  this  country  and  married 
Abigail  (Smith)  Williams,  of  Boston.  Mr.  and 
Mi-s.  Pixley  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  but 
have  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  two 
by  death.  The  survivors  are:  Ann  Jeannette, 
Frank  Lewis,  George  Kemp  and  Jane,  all  of  whom 
reside  in  St.  Joseph.  In  politics,  Mr.  Pixley  is  a 
■  Democrat.  In  their  religious  belief  the  various 
members  of  the  family  are  identified  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  are  active  in  the  good 
works  of  that  denomination. 


-•sME 


JAMES  HANSON.  When  any  reference  is 
made  to  the  farms  of  Cass  County,  mention 
is  almost  invariably  made  of  the  property 
belonging  to  Mr.  Hanson  and  located  in 
Howard  Township,  upon  section  25.  The  entire 
acreage  of  the  farm  is  two  hundred  and  forty-two, 
of  which  two  hundred  acres  have  been  placed  un- 
der the  highest  cultivation  through  the  efforts  of 
the  present  owner.  The  place  is  embellished  with 
flrst-class  buildings  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and 
Storage  of  grain.  Especial  mention  should  be  made 
of    the  residence,  which  is  an  elegant  brick  struc- 


ture, the  finest  house  in  the  township.  It  was 
erected  in  1874  at  a  cost  of  18,000,  not  including 
Mr.  Hanson 's  time.  In  this  beautiful  rural  abode 
may  be  found  every  convenience  and  comfort 
which  can  promote  the  happiness  and  ease  of  the 
inmates. 

Forty  miles  from  the  city  of  Albany,  and  in  the 
county  of  Fulton,  N.  T.,  our  subject  was  born  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1831.  His  father,  John  Hanson, 
was  also  a  native  of  Fulton  County,  and  was  of 
Dutch  descent.  Tlie  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Lydia,  daughter  of  William  Schanck,  a  native  of 
Long  Island  and  for  many  yeai-s  a  prominent  and 
wealthy  farmer  of  New  York.  Married  .in  the 
Empii-e  State,  the  parents  of  our  subject  located 
on  a  farm  in  Fulton  County,  where  for  many 
years  they  made  their  home.  In  the  fall  of  1835 
they  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Jeffei-son 
Township,  Cass  County,  upon  a  tract  of  raw 
prairie  land.  At  that  early  period  in  the  history 
of  the  county,  neighbors  were  few,and  the  present 
thriving  villages  existed  only  in  the  imaginations 
of  some  enthusiastic  visionaries. 

Much  pioneer  labor  was  done  by  tlie  senior  Mr. 
Hanson  ere  the  unbroken  tracts  of  land  were  trans- 
formed into  cultivated  fields  and  green  pastures. 
His  courage,  however,  was  equal  to  the  arduous 
task,  and  he  succeeded  in  introducing  many  im- 
provements and  effecting  many  valuable  clianges 
in  the  place.  He  died  here  when  fifty-eight  years 
of  age,  and  in  his  decease  the  community  lost  one 
of  its  earliest  settlers  and  prominent  citizens.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  sympathies,  and 
in  his  religious  belief  was  identified  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine  children, 
three  daughters  and  six  sons,  eight  of  whom 
reached  maturity.  James  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  and  was  a  child  of  only  four  years  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan.  In  Cass 
County  he  was  the  recipient  of  such  educational 
opportunities  as  were  afforded  by  the  district 
schools,  but  his  time  was  principally  devoted  to 
aiding  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  After  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  remained  at  home  and 
worked  for  his  mother  for  one  year,  after  which 
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he  rented  a  farm,  whicli  he  operated  one  year. 
October  20,  1854,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  Lee,  a 
native  of  New  York,  who  was  born  io  1833.  After 
his  marriage  he  located  on  a  forty-acre  farm, 
where  he  remained  two  yeai-s,  and  later  operated 
as  a  renter  in  Jefferson  Township  tor  two  yeai's. 
He  located  where  he  now  resides  in  1866,  and  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  to  the  impi'ovementof 
this  place. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  Helen,  the  wife  of  Dennis  Flynn, 
a  resident  of  Howard  Township;  Lydia  R.,  the 
wife  of  Jerome  Rose,  of  St.  -Joseph  County,  Ind.; 
and  Edward  L.,  who  is  at  home.  Politically  a 
Democrat,  Mr.  Hanson  has  filled  the  office  of  High- 
way Commissioner  and  also  served  on  tlie  Board 
of  Review;  at  various  times  he  has  held  a  number 
of  school  offlccs.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Ed- 
wardsburg  Lodge  No  49, 1.  O.  0.  F.  He  is  a  man 
who  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  know 
him,  and  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock-raiser  has 
no  superior  in  tlie  county. 


I^AVID  S.  EKCTOR,  wlio  was  an  honored 
I  3)  l*'*"*^*"'  settler  of  Sodus  Township,  Ber- 
M^f^  rien  County,  Mich.,  was  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity,  and,  possessing  business  qualifi- 
cations of  a  high  order,  he  held  with  ability  num- 
erous official  positions  of  trust  in  his  home  town- 
ship and  was  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him  when, 
after  a  long  life  of  busy  usefulness,  he  passed 
away  on  the  old  Rector  farm,  located  upon  seclion 
14.  Born  July  14,1814,  in  Wayne  County.  N. 
Y.,  our  subject  spent  the  days  of  early  youth  in 
tlie  home  of  his  childhood,  and,  trained  to  in- 
dustrious habits,  arrived  at  maturity  a  self-reliant 
and  enterprising  man,  well  fitted  to  cope  with  the 
trials  and  difficulties  of  life.  His  parents,  David 
and  Hannah  (Hickey)  Rector,  were  lifetime  resi- 
dents of  the  Empire  State,  his  father  liaving  been 
born  in  Wayne  County,  where  he  spent  his  entire 


days,  Mr.  Rector  was  twenty-one  years  of  age 
when  he  first  visited  Michigan  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  this  State  his  permanent  abiding- 
place.  Finding  the  climate  then  malarial,  and 
there  being  a  large  increase  in  the  sickness  of  the 
district  in  which  he  had  settled  temporarily,  he 
returned  again  to  the  old  New  York  home  well 
content 

The  next  year,  however,  our  subject  and  one  of 
his  brothers  concluded  to  try  their  fortunes  in 
Michigan, and  again  David  S.,  Jr.,  journeyed  to  the 
Wolverine  State,  '  The  three  brothers,  traveling 
by  way  of  the  I-akes,  had  a  narrow  escape  from 
shipwreck.  They  had  taken  passage  at  Buffalo  on 
a  keelboat  in  tow  of  a  steamer  coming  directly 
to  St  Joseph,  Mich.  In  a  violent  storm  the  tow 
became  parted  from  the  steamer  and  for  two  miles 
drifted  at  the  mercy  of  the  wind  and  waves. 
When  the  storm  subsided  they  manned  the  oare 
and  brought  the  boat  safely  into  port  at  Cleve- 
land. Reaching  St.  Joseph,  our  subject  worked  a 
sliort  lime  at  boating,  but  was  soon  engaged  by  a 
Mr.  Larew  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  a  sawmill 
on  Pipestone  Creek.  Mr.  Rector  was  employed 
most  of  the  time  for  three  years  by  Mr.  Larew,  and 
in  1839  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  located  upon 
section  14,  which  he  had  entered  previously,  in 
what  is  now  Sodus  Township.  He  had  some  time 
before  partially  cleared  the  land,  to  which  he  added 
afterward  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  adjoining 
acres,  and  by  diligent  toil  and  excellent  manage- 
ment brought  a  large  part  of  the  acreage  into  a 
high  state  of  cultivation. 

For  fifty  changing  years,  season  after  season,  he 
tilled  the  fertile  soil,  and  here  brought  his  young 
wife,  in  maidenliood  Miss  Sarah  Tabor.  The  hus- 
band and  wife  were  wedded  in  1843,  .-ind  into  the 
pioneer  home  came  four  daughtei-s  and  five  sons, 
seven  of  whom  are  married  and  two  are  yet  at  the 
homestead.  As  Mr.  Rector  was  the  first  settler  to 
make  a  permanent  home  in  Sodua  Township,  it 
was  a  fitting  token  of  the  appreciation  of  his  efforts 
as  a  progressive  pioneer  that  he  should  have  been 
asked,  as  he  was  in  1859,  at  the  organization  of 
the  township,  to  give  it  a  name.  In  remembrance 
of  bis  old  home  in  New  York,  he  called  it  Sodus. 

In   1869   our  subject  built  a  gristmill  on    Plpe- 
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stone  Creek,  on  section  2,  which  for  many  years 
was  popularly  known  as  the  Eector  Mill.  Having 
a  sound  constitution  and  beingof  strictly  temper- 
ate habits,  Mr.  Rector  lived  to  a  good  old  age  and 
died  upon  liis  seventy-fifth  birthday,  his  death  re- 
gretted as  a  public  loss  by  ail  the  people  of  the 
township.  Fraternally,  he  was  a  valued  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  1875 
received  the  degree  of  Masonry  in  Oceidenlal 
Lodge  No.56,atSt.  Joseph.  In  1874  oursubject, his 
wife  and  three  of  their  sons  and  daughters  joined 
the  Banton  Harbor  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry, but  afterward  united  their  interests  with 
the  Sodua  Grange,  with  which  Mr.  Rector  affiliated 
until  his  death.  He  was  never  identified  with  any 
church,  but  he  was  a  strong  believer  in  the  doc- 
trine of  universal  salvation  and  was  ever  generous 
to  the  needy  and  suffering.  Politically,  be  was  a 
Democrat  and  was  held  in  high  esteem,- being  elected 
to  many  of  the  important  town  offices.  Our  sub- 
ject was  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  representa- 
tive pioneer  settler,  and  materially  aided  in  laying 
the  broad  foundation  of  the  present  advancement 
of  Michigan. 


\inJ)KNJAMIN  F.  ROUNDS,  dealer  in  real 
IfM\\  ^^^^^  ^"^  insurance  at  Benton  Harbor, 
,'^)]l'  was  born  in  Jeffereon  County,  N.  Y.,  No- 
^^^  vember  21,  1825,  and  is  a  descendant  of 
substantial  English  progenitors.  His  grandfather, 
Oliver  Rounds,  was  born  in  Vermont  and  spent 
his  earlier  years  in  that  State,  whence  he  removed 
to  New  York  and  there  established  bis  home.  In 
the  Empire  State,  George  Rounds,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born,  and  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  he 
married  Miss  Maria  Dorchester,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Doi-ehester, 
whose  ancestors  were  of  English  origin.  George 
Rounds  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  navy  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  tbe  battle  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  N.  Y.    At 


the  close  of  his  service  he  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Sackett's  Harbor  and  lived  there  until  his  death, 
in  18fi2.  His  widow  died  in  1865.  On  that  old 
homestead  the  family  of  nine  children  was  born. 

During  his  boyhood.  Benjamin  F.  Rounds  car- 
ried on  his  studies  in  the  common  schools  and  in 
the  vacations  aided  bis  father  in  the  work  of  carrj'- 
ing  on  the  liomc  farm.  He  learned  early  in  life 
the  habits  of  perseverance,  industry  and  energy 
which  contributed  to  his  success  upon  entering  the 
aetive  business  world.  In  1865  he  removed  from 
New  York  to  Michigan  and  located  In  Benton 
Harbor,  where  he  commeuced  in  business  as  a  fruit- 
grower, and  was  thus  engaged  for  a  period  of  six 
years.  Subsequently  he  changed  his  occupation 
and  embarked  in  the  insurance  and  real-estate 
business,  and  is  conducting  a  prosperous  trade  in 
these  lines  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  year  1890  Mr.  Rounds  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  of  which  lie  became  the 
first  President  and  is  still  serving  in  that  position. 
This  association,  since  its  inception  a  few  years 
ago,  has  been  of  great  aid  to  the  people  of  Benton 
Harbor,  and  one  of  its  results  is  the  erection  of  a 
number  of  tasteful  and  attractive  residences  in  the 
city.  In  politics  Mr.  Rounds  is  a  Republican.  He 
was  elected  Treasurer  of  Benton  Harbor  in  1881- 
82  and  filled  that  position  for  two  years.  In  edu- 
cational matters  he  maintains  an  abiding  interest 
and  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  being  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
In  his  social  connections,  he  is  identified  with 
Benton  Lodge  No.  132,1.  O.  O.  F.,and  was  Grand 
Master  of  the  State  of  Michigan  in  1888. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Rounds  took  place  in 
1846  and  united  him  with  Miss  Lovisa,  daughter 
of  Elisha  Harris,  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Lovisa 
Rounds  died  in  July,  1890,leavingl!hree  children, 
namely:  George  F.;  Ilattie  L.,  wife  of  W.  P.  Rob- 
bins  and  a  resident  of  Benton  Harbor;  and  Lillian 
M.,  who  married  W.  S.  Boyle,  of  Chicago.  In 
October,  1891,  Mr.  Rounds  was  again  married,  his 
wife  being  Miss  Tirza  J,  "Worden,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio.  She  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  is  active  in  religious  work.  Mr. 
Rounds  has  also  been  an  attendant  of  the  Method- 
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ist  Church,  though  not  a  member,  and  lias  sung  in 
the  choir  of  that  church  for  fifty  years.  The 
family  lesidence  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Broad- 
way and  Brittain  Avenue, 


l§*iSil*-i*'«a^i=*= 


^t^  HILO  D.  BECKWITH.  No  name  is  more 
I  )))  closely  connected  witii  the  history  of  the 
^\^  city  of  Dowagiac  than  that  of  the  late  Mr. 
,t  Beckwith.and  this  volume  would  be  in- 
complete were  no  mention  made  of  liis  life.  He 
was  born  in  1825,  u|JOn  the  tract  of  land  known  as 
the  Holland  Purchase,  in  the  town  of  Eagle,  Alle- 
gany County,  N.  T.  His  parents  were  descended 
from  New  England  ancestoi-s,  and  the  family  pedi- 
gree reaches  back  to  the  sturdy  old  Puritan  stock, 
representatives  of  which  first  landed  on  our  shores 
at  Plymouth  Bock.  In  those  early  times,  when 
poverty  was  the  rule  and  wealth  the  exception,  the 
parents  of  our  subject  were  in  such  straitened 
circumstances  that  they  were  not  able  to  furnish 
their  son  the  benefit  of  even  the  scanty  education 
of  a  country  school. 

The  father,  Stephen  Beckwith,  died  in  the  prime 
of  life,  leaving  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daugh- 
ter, to  be  cared  for  by  the  widowed  mother,  who 
for  some  years  earned  bcr  own  living  and  that  of 
her  children  by  the  use  of  tlie  needle.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  the  lad  was  placed  in  the 
care  of  a  maternal  uncle,  who  provided  for  him  a 
comfortable  home,  and  who,  being  the  owner  of  a 
woolen  mill,  trained  him  to  work  in  this  mill.  Two 
years  afterward  young  Beckwith  was  Iransfeii'cd 
to  the  care  of  another  uncle,  also  on  the  maternal 
side,  who  resided  near  Rochester,  N.  Y.  While 
living  with  that  uncle  he  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
attending  the  district  school  several  months,  in  all 
less  than  a  year,  the  only  schooling  he  ever  re- 
ceived, although  plenty  of  it  came  in  the  greater 
school  of  a  busy  and  useful  life. 

In  1843,  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years,  Mr. 
Beckwith  married  Miss  Catherine  Scott,  a  young 
lady  of  his  native  town.     A  year  later  he  removed 


with  his  wife  to  Michigan.arriving  at  Battle  Creek 
in  the  spring,  penniless  and  without  friends.  How- 
ever, he  soon  found  employment  in  a  woolen  fac- 
tory, and  afterward  in  a  machine  shop,  lioth  posi- 
tions occupying  about  nine  years.  During  that 
time,  although  receiving  the  nominal  wages  of 
only  *1  per  day,  yet  the  journeyman  worker 
managed  to  save  enough  money  to  purchase  a 
Lome,  which  he  afterward  sold  for  *600.  This 
same  money  in  after  years  became  the  nucleus 
around  which  has  since  been  gatliered  the  hand- 
some fortune  now  possessed  in  the  Round  Oak  Stove 
Works.  But  the  path  leading  to  tliis  fortune  was 
at  times  in  the  earlier  days  far  from  flowery. 
Ditfieuities,  whicli  to  a  nature  less  gifted  and  per- 
severing would  have  been  insurmountable,  were 
bravely  met  and  vanquished, 

Mr.  Beckwith  removed  to  Dowagiac  in  1854  and  ^ 
built  a.smnll  foundry  and  machine  shop,  25x60 
feet,  on  the  east  side  of  Front  Street,  opposite  the 
Continental  Hotel.  This  foundry  was  run  hy 
horse  power  and  its  object  w.as  the  manufacture  of 
plows.  The  beginning  was  graduated  on  so  small 
a  scale  that  the  first  year  the  proprietor  employed 
only  one  workman  with  himself,  and  in  this 
way  he  struggled  along  for  four  years,  making 
on  the  whole  some  progress,  but  in  so  slow  a  de- 
gree as  to  be  entirely  unsatisfactory.  With  the 
view,  therefore,  to  bettering  his  condition,  he  dis- 
posed of  his  property  and  purchased  a  plot  of  land 
on  Dowagiac  Creek,  at  the  foot  of  Front  Street, 
but  within  tlie  village  corporation.  On  the  new 
site  he  improved  the  water  power,  built  a  shop, 
and  furnished  it  with  tools  and  machinery.  The 
manufacture  of  plows  was  still  the  object  in  view. 
But  the  howl  of  the  wolt,  the  dashing  of  the  deer 
and  the  depredations  of  old  Bruin  in  many  por- 
tions of  the  vState  were  still  too  common  to  war- 
rant the  rapid  introduction  of  this  farm  imple- 
ment. The  forest  haunts  of  those  wild  denizens 
must  first  be  converted  into  ai-able  lands. 

While  conversing  with  John  S.  Gage,  a  practical 
farmer  of  Wayne  Township,  Mr.  Beckwith  received 
a  happy  suggestion.  At  that  time  nearly  all  the 
train  in  Michigan  was  sown  broadcast  by  hand. 
This  enterprising  farmer,  having  conceived  the 
idea  of  a  macliine  whieli,  l)y  sowing  the  grain  in 
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iirtlla  and  by  horse  power,  would  do  the  work  in  a 
far  better  way  and  more  rapidly,  saw  also  thai  the 
proprietor  of  the  Creek  Foundry  was  just  the  kind 
of  a  genius  to  materialize  it.  No  sooner  in  the 
conversation  was  this  idea  broached,  than  Mr. 
Beckwith  seized  it,  became  fully  possesse*!  of  it, 
and  as  the  result  forthwith  manufat;tured  and  in- 
troduced to  the  farmers  of  Michigan  the  celebrated 
Roller  Grain  Drill. 

With  the  new  impetus  given  by  the  drill  enter- 
prise, employing  a  score  of  workmen,  the  proprietor, 
with  a  view  to  being  located  nearer  the  railroad 
and  to  use  steam  instead  of  water  power,  sold  out 
the  Creek  foundry,  after  having  used  it  nine  years, 
and  purchased  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Michi- 
gan Central  Railroad,  opposite  the  depot  at  Do- 
wagiac.  On  this  new  site  two  brick  shops  were 
creeled,  which  by  many  additions  have  since 
grown  into  the  present  well-known  Round  Oak 
Stove  Works.  But  the  manufacture  of  the  Roller 
Grain  Drill  was  at  first  the  paramount  object  in 
view.  Home  progress  had  been  made  in  this  en- 
terprise, but  not  enough  for  the  accumulation  of 
capital  sufficient  for  the  building  of  the  new 
foundry,  the  purchase  of  new  machinery,  and  the 
manufacture  of  the  required  stock  of  drills.  To 
make  up  the  deficiency  a  large  sum  of  money  was  ■ 
borrowed.  With  the  new  facilities  now  on  hand, 
the  proprietor  manufactured  an  unusually  large 
stock  of  drills,  hoping  by  their  ready  sale  to  meet 
his  heavy  obligations,  but  it  was  just  after  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War  and  times  were  unpropi- 
tious.  Prices  of  ail  produce  and  property  had 
fallen  some  seventy-five  per  cent.  Of  course  this 
indicated  in  reality  a  wholesome  state  of  things. 
During  the  war  prices  had  become  fictitious,  and 
they  were  now  seeking  pro[>er  adjustment  upon 
the  basis  of  real  values,  but  the  eflfect  of  the  de- 
cline was  at  first  discouraging.  Farmere,  like  other 
classes  in  the  community,  regarding  the  transition 
in  an  unfavorable  light,  felt  that  they  must  curtail 
their  expenses  and  were  slow  to  purchase  new  ma- 
chinery. The  Roller  Grain  Drill,  moreover,  being 
made  of  the  best  material  and  in  the  most  thorough 
style  of  workmanship,  was  of  necessity  high  priced. 

It  frequently  happened  that  some  stock  had  to 
be  carried  over  to  the  next  season;    brides,  the 


proprietor  was  paying  interest  an  all  his  borrowed 
capital  at  the  exorbitant  rate  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  per  cent.  With  such  heavy  odds 
against  him,  it  is  not  strange  that  he  could  only 
pay  the  interest  on  the  burdensome  debt  from 
year  to  year.  As  old  obligations  became  past  due 
and  could  no  longer  be  extended,  be  contrived  to 
meet  them  by  finding  parties  who,  at  a  high  rate 
of  interest,  could  be  induced  to  grant  him  new 
loans.  In  this  way,  with  a  will  that  was  indomi- 
table, united  with  a  courage  that  never  faltered. 
five  years  or  more  of  the  next  thing  to  bankruptcy 
were  struggled  through. 

It  was  a  new  invention  that  finally,  in  the  hour 
of  frowning  fortune,  proved  the  tide  at  which  af- 
fairs turned  and  led  on  to  smiling  prosperity. 
Ever  fruitful  in  resources,  when  the  demand  for 
the  Roller  Grain  Drill  was  insufficient  to  meet  the 
large  expenses  incurred  in  its  manufacture,  Mr. 
Beckwith  invented  the  best  heating,  as  well  as  the 
most  durable,  stove  that  has  ever  been  placed  on 
the  market.  But  this,  like  all  other  inventions, 
had  its  days  of  trial.  Only  three  hundred  were 
made  and  sold  the  first  year.  Great  were  the  ob- 
stacles on  every  hand.  The  inventor  had  never 
had  any  experience  in  stove-making,  nor  did  he 
have  any  workmen  on  hand  who  had  ever  been 
employed  in  a  stove  foundry.  By  the  closest  ap- 
plication and  perseverance  he  was  obliged  to  gain 
a  knowledge  of  the  business  and  then  to  teach  il 
in  all  its  details  to  his  workmen. 

The  burdensome  debt  with  its  usurious  interest 
still  continued.  Home  or  local  encouragement 
seemed  to  be  a  minus  quantity.  Here  was  a  new 
enterprise  struggling  to  assert  itself  within  the 
limits  of  the  corporation,  and  yet  it  is  a  notable 
fact  that  the  men  of  capital  in  Dowagiac  did  not 
extend  the  hand  of  fellowship  by  any  investment 
in  it,  or  by  loaning  money  to  the  proprietor,  or 
contributing  in  any  other  way  to  its  success.  One 
hardware  firm,  which  was  handling  the  stove,  ex- 
pressed the  public  opinion,  when  it  asserted  that 
"a  few  of  these  stoves  may  be  sold  this  year,  but 
next  year  the  thing"  will  play  out."  During  all 
this  period  of  trial,  the  proprietor  steadily  pros- 
ecuted his  business  with  quiet  pei-sistcncy.  It 
was  a  fortunate  tiling  that  when  old  loans  became 
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due,  tlic  President  of  ft  bank  in  Battle  Creek,  learn- 
ing tliat  our  subject  was  pressed  for  means,  lent 
bim  a  large  sum  of  money,  and,  what  was  more 
fortunate,  tlie  interest  was  placed  at  the  legal  rate. 
As  soon  as  the  merits  of  the  stove  became  known 
it  found  ft  ready  sale.  Indeed  from  year  to  year 
its  sales  increased  ao  i^apidly  that  the  proprietor 
found  it  difficult  to  fill  the  orders  and  was  often 
obliged  to  run  the  works  day  and  night.  As 
means  couid  be  spared  from  the  business,  payments 
were  made  from  time  to  time  on  the  immense  debt, 
until  finally  the  last  dollar  of  principal  and  inter- 
est was  canceled,  since  which  time  a  handsome 
fortune  has  been  accumulated. 

In  inventing  the  Round  Oak  Stove,  Mr.  Beek- 
with  "builded  better  than  he  knew."  In  its  im- 
proved and  perfected  form,  nine  sizes  oE  wliich  are 
now  on  the  market,  adapted  to  burn  either  wood 
or  coal,  it  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation 
throughout  the  country.  It  might  well  have  been 
a  source  of  pride  to  Mr.  Beckwith  that  from  first 
to  last  no  outside  party  ever  invested  $1  in  the 
business.  Purely  from  his  own  ability  lie  brought 
into  existence  an  enterprise  which  lias  revolution- 
ized the  stove  business  of  America  and  also  by  this 
means  raised  himself  from  poverty  to  opulence. 
Until  the  time  of  his  death  he  retained  the  manage- 
ment and  superintendency  of  the  stove  worka,  and 
so  popular  was  he  among  his  workmen  that  strikes 
or  other  dissatisfaction  never  occurred. 

Aside  from  tlie  duties  imposed  by  his  business, 
Mr.  Beckwith  found  time  through  the  passing 
years  to  fill  offices  in  several  social  societies.  Me 
served  many  times  on  the  City  School  Board  and 
also  filled  the  positions  of  Mayor  and  Alderman 
frequently  and  successfully.  His  death  occurred 
January  11,  1889,  and  was  widely  mourned  as  a 
public  loss.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who 
through  all  his  adversities  was  his  true  helpmate, 
and  who  rejoiced  in  his  success  as  none  other 
could.  Catherine  Scott  was  born  in  Syracuse, 
N.  v.,  Sepl«mber  22,  1827,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
James  Seott,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  came  to  i 
Michigan  in  1843,  and  located  at  Battle  Creek. 
The  land  which  he  purehaaed  there  was  wholly  un- 
improved and  lie  devot«d  his  attention  to  clearing 
and  improving  the  place.     His  wife,  whose  maiden 


name  was  Jane  Shears,  died  in  1848.  After  her 
death  he  lived  in  Battle  Creek  for  a  time  and  later 
removed  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  died.  He  had' 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  on  account  of  in- 
juries received  in  service  was  a  pensioner  of  the 
Government.  He  had  five  children,  of  whom  only 
two  are  living.  Catherine  Scott  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Beckwith  on  the  1st  of  October,  1843,  the 
ceremony  which  united  their  lives  being  performed 
at  Eagle,  N.  Y.  Though  now  in  the  twilight  of 
life,  she  enjoys  good  health  and  retains  posseasion 
of  her  mental  faculties. 


--^^ifeSfc;-____^^^2^^ 


flL^ON,  JAMES  11.  HITCllCOX  needs  very  lit- 
W]i^  tie  introduction  to  the  people  of  Cass 
i^^  County,  for  a  long  residence  here  and, 
(^  above  all,  a  career  of  usefulness  and  prom- 
inence, have  given  him  an  extensive  acquaintance. 
It  might  be  well  to  state,  however,  that  he  is  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  county,  is  an  ex-memberof  the 
State  Legislature,  and  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  wealthy  citizens  of  the  township. 

Like  a  majority  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  county, 
our  subject  claims  New  York  as  his  native  State, 
and  was  born  near  Auroi'a,  in  Erie  County,  January 
5,  1826.  His  parents,  Jarius  and  Loana  (Blakely) 
Hitchcox,  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  the 
former  born  in  Paris,  Oneida  County,  March  3, 
1795, and  the  latter  near  Greenville,  Greene  Coun- 
ty, May  21, 1797.  So  far  as  known,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Samuel  H.  Hitchcox,  was  a  native 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  died  there  about 
1846.  He  was  the  father  of  six  children,  five  sons 
and  one  daughter,  as  follows:  Jarius,  Samuel, 
Truman,  Hiram,  Merritt  and  Eliza.  The  last- 
named,  the  only  daughter,  died  when  quite  young. 
Samuel  died  in  New  York  State  about  1868.  Tru- 
man died  in  Pennsylvauia.  Hiram  died  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  Merritt  die<J  in  the  Empire 
State. 

Jarius  Hitchcox,  the  fatlier  of  our  subject,  was  a 
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stonemason  by  trade  and  a  man  wel!  and  favor- 
ably  known  tlirongliout  his  native  county.  He 
was  possessed  of  broad  and  progressive  views  and 
knew  well  how  to  stale  them  when  occasion  re- 
quired. On  tbe  27th  of  September,  1817,  he 
married  Miss  Blakely,  and  in  1831  came  to  Mich- 
igan, entering  land  in  Porter  Township,  Cass 
County,  where  the  original  of  this  notice  is  now 
located.  The  latter  now  has  in  his  possession  the 
deed  made  by  Andrew  Jackson  for  this  land. 
Jarius  Hitchcox  had  very  little  schooling  in  his 
youth,  but  being  a  man  of  observation  and  a  stu- 
dent he  made  up  for  this  to  a  gi-eat  extent.  An 
ardent  Jacksonian  Democrat,  he  held  a  number  of 
local  offices  and  was  prominent  in  ail  affairs  of 
moment.  When  be  came  to  this  county  he  cleared 
up  about  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  wilds  of  Cass 
County,  and  died  on  this  farm  in  1850.  His  wife 
was  the  youngest  of  six  children  born  to  her 
parent?.  These  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Isaac,  Asa,  Joseph,  David,  Hannah  and  Loana. 
lluimali  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Howley. 
Mi-s.  Hitchcox  survived  her  husband  about  twenty 
years  and  all  this  time  found  a  comfortable  and 
pleasant  home  with  oursubject.  She  died  in  1870, 
on  the  farm  where  she  had  settled  with  her  hus- 
band in  1831.  She  was  an  exemplary  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years. 

James  H.  Hitchcox  had  two  brothers  and  five  sis- 
ters, two  of  the  sisters  being  older  than  he.  Harriet 
was  born  December  12,  1822,  was  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  died  in  Vicksburg,  Midi.,  December  21,  1881, 
Eliza  was  born  Mai-ch  2!),  1824,  and  married  Alonzo 
Joy.  They  emigrated  to  California  and  there  her 
death  occurred  in  1869.  Her  husband  and  one 
child  survive  her  and  live  in  California  at  the 
present  time.  Caroline,  born  September  21,  1827, 
married  James  F.  Charles,  who  crossed  the  plains 
to  California  in  1849  and  there  resided  until  1854, 
when  he  returned  and  settled  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa.  There  they  now  live,  but  her  husband  spends 
much  of  his  time  in  Florida,  where  he  has  an  ex- 
tensive orange  grove.  He  is  a  wealthy  and  prom- 
inent citizen,  has  been  Mayorof  Cedar  Rapids  and 
has  held  other  positions  of  trust.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children,  Kdgar,  Fred,  Frank  and 
James  Knox.     Thomas  A.  Hitchcox  was  born  June 


22,  1829,  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  when 
a  boy,  and  in  18.^0  went  across  the  plains  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  was  engaged  in  placer-mining 
and  where  he  had  an  interest  in  a  ranch.  In  1852 
he  returned  to  the  East,  and  in  1856  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Moacham,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  George 
Meacham,  one  of  tbe  pioneers  of  Porter  Township 
and  an  ex-member  of  the  State  Legislature.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hitchcox  were  bom  these  children. 
Clara,  born  February  14,  1857,  died  February  20, 
1874.  Jerard  born  November  4,  1859,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  fruit-growing  business  in  California. 
Charlotte  M.,  born  November  25,  1861,  married 
Mr.  Dellenback  and  lives  in  Hastings,  Neb.  Will- 
ard  IL,  bora  December  21,  1863,  married  Jennie 
Bucher,  and  now  resides  in  Porter  Township. 
Lutbrea,  born  March  2,  1866,  married  Herbert 
Graham.  Alfred  Lloyd,  born  July  3,  1868,  issingle 
and  resides  in  Porter  Township.  M.  Gertrude, 
born  March  27,  1872,  resides  at  home,  as  do  the 
two  younger  children,  Susan  and  Lucia,  the  former 
bora  September  16,  1878,  and  the  latter  April  30, 
1881.  The  next  of  our  subject's  brothers  and 
sisters  was  Anna  Mariah,  born  October  24,  1831, 
the  first  of  the  family  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Porter  Township,  tliis  county.  She  married  Arthur 
Fox,  and  died  in  Vicksburg,  Midi.,  December  18, 
1881.  Her  tliree  children  are  also  deceased.  Will- 
iam Hitchcox  was  born  January  3,  1835,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Jones.  They  now  reside  in 
Jamestown,  Kan.  Four  children  were  born  to 
them,  Delia,  Letty,  Carlton  and  Bertha.  Henry 
Whiteside  Hitchcox  was  born  April  14,  1837,  and 
died  January  15,  1839.  Loana,  born  August  24, 
1839,  married  Oswetl  M.  French  and  now  resides 
in  Dakota.  They  have  one  child,  Anna  Belle. 
Lucius  Q.C.,  born  August  1,  1845,  served  in  the 
army  on  detached  duty  until  1866.  lie  married 
Miss  Sarah  Jones  and  they  reside  in  Porter  Town- 
ship, where  he  is  a  fruit-grower.  They  have  one 
child.  Aline. 

James  II.  Hitchcox  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  unbroken 
farm  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  his  advantages 
for  receiving  an  education  were  limited.  This  he 
made  up  to  a  great  extent  in  later  yeai-s  and  when 
not  at  work  always  had  a  book  before  him;    Thus 
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he  received  most  of  liia  education  until  he  entered 
school  at  White  Pigeon,  where  a  branch  of  the 
State  Univei-Mty  was  situated.  There  he  applied 
himself  and  was  soon  able  to  teach  school.  He 
followed  this  for  some  time  and  then,  as  a  number 
of  his  brothers  and  relatives  had  gone  lo  the  Golden 
State,  the  fever  seized  bim,  and  in  1852  he  started 
overland  foi'  the  Pacific  Coast.  For  three  years  he 
was  engaged  in  mining,  and  as  he  made  enough  to 
bny  a  good  home  he  waa  wise  enougli  not  to  ven- 
ture it  in  hazardous  schemes,  but  like  tlie  shrewd, 
careful  businessman  he  has  always  been,  he  gathered 
up  his  little  fortune  and  returned  to  his  former 
home  in  Michigan. 

Our  subject  purciiased  the  farm  that  has  ever 
since  been  iiis  home,  and  in  the  following  year, 
January  2,  1850,  he  married  Miss  Louisa  Baldwin, 
a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  daughter  of  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  State.  She  died  January  21, 1862, 
leaving  one  child,  Carrie  Belle,  whose  birth  oe- 
CiiiTed  December  4,  1857.  This  young  lady  grad- 
uated from  the  school  at  Hillsdale  and  later  en- 
tered the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti.  She 
is  single  and  resides  at  Milwankee,  Wis.  On  the 
10th  of  September,  1871,  Mr.  Ilitchcox  married 
Miss  Emarett  Thom[)son,  a  native  of  Adamsville, 
Mich.,  and  the  daughter  of  Horace  Thompson,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Cass  County,  having 
settled  here  in  1831.  Her  father  is  deceased  but 
the  mother  is  still  living.  To  Mr.  Hitchcox'  sec- 
ond union  were  bora  two  children:  Estell,  whose 
birth  occurred  December  17,  1873;  and  Ethel,  who 
was  born  August  25,  1877.  The  former  has  been 
a  student  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti 
for  three  years,  and  the  latter  is  a  student  there 
also. 

Mr.  Ilitchcox  has  been  quite  a  factor  in  local 
politics  and  has  filled  some  important  offices.  He 
was  first  elected  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  1864,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
some  time,  and  in  1880  he  was  pushed  to  the  front 
by  his  friends  and  party  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Legislature.  Ho  was  elected  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents,  being  on 
several  important  committees.  Although  besprang 
from  an  old  Democratic  family,  he  has  been  a 
strong  Republican  since  the  party  was  first  organ- 


ized. For  many  years  he  was  an  extensive  fruit- 
grower and  fruit-dealer,  and  in  this  he  tnade  much 
of  the  fortune  he  now  possesses.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  in  feeble  health  and  has  done 
but  liltle  on  his  farm,  but  yet  he  has  other  interests 
to  occupy  his  mind,  for  he  is  said  to  bo  one  of  the 
largest  money  loaners  in  his  locality.  In  his  beau- 
tiful home,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life, 
and  with  a  happy  family,  he  is  spending  the  de- 
clining years  of  a  well-spent  life.  He  isa  Trustee 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  contributes 
liberally  to  its  su|>port,  but  is  not  a  member  of  the 


i>^^<^= 


St^RANK  D.  PHILLIPS,  the  original  of  this 
U^S)  notice,  is  a  descendant  of  old  Revolution- 
^  ary  stocli,  his  great-grandfather  having 
served  over  six  years  in  the  struggle  for  indepen- 
dence. The  latter  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  where  he  married,  and  where  he  reared  three 
of  the  four  children  born  to  this  union,  viz.:  Peter, 
our  subject's  gi'andfather;  Eva,  wife  of  Jonathan 
Pulver;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  Fullerton  Carr. 
His  son  Peter  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Her- 
kimer County,  N.  Y.,  in  1791,  and  his  early  life 
was  passed  in  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  learning 
the  shoemaker's  trade,  at  which  he  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  six  years.  This  trade  he  followed 
at  different  times  throughout  his  entire  life. 

After  serving  his  apprenticeship,  young  Pelflr 
went  on  the  Hudson  River  as  a  sailor,  and  after 
following  this  for  several  yeai-s,  w.as  married  to 
Miss  Kate  Muckoy.  Shortly  after  this  lie  left  the 
river  and  bought  farms  in  different  conn  lies  of 
New  York,  but  was  never  contented  to  follow  ag- 
ricultU!-al  pursuits  as  a  livelihood,  much  preferring 
to  follow  his  trade.  He  was  also  quite  fond  of" 
travel.  His  death  occurred  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1854.  The  eight  children  born  to  Ids 
marriage  are  in  the  order  of  their  births  as 
follows;  .Tohn;  Abraham,  a  soldier  in  the  Mex- 
ican War;  Richard,  our  subject's    father;  Jacobj 
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Caroline,  wife  of  Jonathan  Britten;  Mary,  wife  of 
Mieliael  Clapper;  Catherine,  wif«  of  Kphraim  Kid- 
der; anil  Jane,  wife  of  David  Lowe.  The  father 
of  these  children  was  reared  in  the  Old-Scbool 
Piesbjterian  Church. 

Richard  Phillips,  tlie  fattier  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York  State  January  e,  1822,and  when 
sixteen  yeai-s  of  age  began  the  struggle  of  lite  for 
liimself.  For  two  years  lie  worked  on  the  farm, 
after  whicli  lie  began  learning  the  blaeltsmith  trade, 
but  after  following  this  for  two  or  three  years, 
dropped  it,  losing  most  of  the  wages  thus  earned. 
He  tlien  returned  to  the  farm  and  shortly  after- 
ward married  Miss  Sarah  McGivney,  daughter  of 
Melvina  McGivney.  For  four  or  five  yeai-s  after 
this  he  was  in  the  village  of  Mt.  Morris,  and  in 
connection  with  teaming  was  engaged  in  farming 
on  rented  laud.  In  1854,  afler  the  death  of  his 
father,  lie  moved  to  Michigan,  and  for  a  short 
time  was  a  resident  of  Lenawee  County.  From 
there  lie  moved  to  Allen  County,  Ind.,  and  was 
engaged  in  carrying  on  a  rented  farm  for  about 
four  years.  Cass  County  was  his  next  objective 
point,  but  after  renting  land  there  for  ope  year, 
he  moved  to  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  where  he 
resided  until  the  spring  of  1866.  He  then  returned 
to  Cass  County,  and  bouglit  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  partly  improved  land  where  our 
subject  now  resides,  and  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  aud  improving  his  land. 

The  six  children  born  to  his  marriage  were 
in  tlie  order  of  their  births,  as  follows:  Mary,w*io 
is  tlie  wife  of  John,  McAlpine;  Eugene,  William 
Millard,  Frank  and  Charles.  Mr.  Phillips  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  pohtics, 
he  was  formerly  a  Whig  and  Republican  until 
the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  after  which 
he  became  a  strong  Democrat.  He  was  accidentally 
drowned,  falling  through  a  bridge  near  his  home 
March  25,  1893.  Jn  his  death  the  county  lost  a 
worthy  and  honored  citizen,  and  his  children  a 
kind  and  loving  father. 

Frank  D.  Phillips,  the  original  of  this  notice, 
was  bom  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  1859,  and  se- 
cured a  good  practical  education  in  the  district 
school.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  in  assisting 
Jiis  father  on  the  farm,  and  in  1882  he  was  married 


to  Miss  Mary  E.  Jessup,  a  native  of  Ohio,  as  were 
also  her  parents,  Enoch  and  Isabel  (Godfrey)  Jes- 
sup. Mr.  and  Mrs-  Jessup  came  to  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  m  1859,  and  became  prominent  citizens  of 
this  county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Phillips  was 
on  his  father's  farm  for  a  short  time  and  then 
went  to  La  Grange  Township,  this  county,  where 
he  remained  for  one  year.  After  that  he  bought 
a  farm  near  his  father's,  eighty  acres,  and  two 
years  later  returned  to  the  home  place,  which  he 
has  carried  on  since.  He  and  his  thi-ee  brothers 
own  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  besides  the 
interest  in  the  home  pl.ice,  and  he  is  a  wide-awake, 
enterprising  young  farmer.  He  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming,  and  is  thorough  and  practical  in  all 
bis  operations.  To  his  marriage  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  son,  Waldo  E.  Socially,  Mr.  Phillips 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  Patrons  of  Industry 
and  the  Alliance,  and  was  the  first  county  Presi- 
dent of  the  latter.  Since  then  he  has  been  an  ac- 
tive worker  in  the  order.  In  politics,  he  is  inde- 
pendent and  a  Prohibitionist. 


GEORGE  A.  MILLS.  Biographies  of  useful, 
upright,  honorable  and  successful  men  not 
,._^  only  perpetuate  for  their  descendants  the 
events  of  tlieir  lives,  but  also  are  most  instructive 
as  guides  and  incentives  to  othei-s.  Tlie  pages  of 
this  volume  are  studded  with  examples  of  the 
power  of  steadfast  integrity  and  unwavering  per- 
sistence, proving  what  each  one  may  accomplish 
for  himself,  even  though  lie  begins  the  battle  of 
life  handicapped  by  poverty  and  other  seemingly 
insuimountable  obstacles.  Nor  does  the  biogra- 
phy of  Mr.  Mills  pi-eaent  in  this  respect  an  exam- 
ple less  to  be  emulated  and  admired  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  co-laborers.  It  is  therefore  with 
pleasure  that  we  direct  the  attention  of  our  read- 
er to  the  following  brief  outline  of  a  life  spent  in 
the  honorable  discharge  of  public  and  private  du- 
ties and  obligations. 
At  the  present  time  Mr.  Mills  is  conducting  an 
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extensive  business  as  a  mason  and  contractor  in 
Benton  Harbor.  He  is  a  native  of  Rochester,  N.  Y„ 
and  was  born  on  the  12th  of  December,  1859.  His 
father,  John  C,  was  bom  in  Scotland  in  1807,  and 
inherited  habits  of  thriftfroni  a  long  line  of  Scotch 
forefathers.  Emigrating  early  in  life  to  America, 
he  purchased  a  fruit  farm  in  Ottawa,  Canada,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  raising  small 
fruits  and  beiTies,  which  he  siiipped  mainly  to 
Eastern  markets.  Subsequently  he  removed  to 
New  York,  and  for  some  years  was  a  reaident  of 
Rochester.  His  death  occurred  in  1889,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  four-seore  yeare  and  two. 

Tlie  motlier  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Martha  Labar,  and  is  of  French  descent.  She 
is  still  living  and  makes  her  homo  in  Benton  Har- 
bor. Her  four  children  also  survive,  Frank  H.  be- 
ing a  resident  of  Benton  Harbor,  as  are  also  Rob- 
ert W.,  George  A,,  and  Sarah.  The  youngest  son 
of  the  family,  George  A.,  spent  bis  boyhood  years 
in  tlie  city  of  Rochester,  where  he  gained  a  prac- 
tical education  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of  eigliteen  he  went  to  sea,  and  for  two  years  sailed 
in  a  merchant  vessel  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Oceans.  In  that  way  he  gained  a  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  people  of  different  nations,  as 
well  as  their  customs  and  languages. 

Returning  from  the  sea,  Mr.  Mills  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  mason  in  Rochester,  and, 
upon  gaining  a  practical  knowledge  of  tlic  trade, 
followed  that  occupation  in  his  native  city.  In 
1822  he  removed  to  Minneajwlis,  Minn.,  where  he 
Spent  two  years.  In  1884  he  came  to  tienton  Har- 
bor, and  has  since  tlien  continued  uninterruptedly 
at  his  ti-ade  of  a  mason.  He  also  does  an  exten- 
sive business  as  a  contractor,  and  lias  been  awarded 
the  contracts  for  the  erection  of  many  of  the  most 
substantial  buildings  in  this  vicinity,  prominent 
among  winch  may  be  mentioned  the  Catholic 
Church  at  Benton  Harbor  and  the  Catholic  School 
at  Niles. 

In  1892  Mr.  Mills  erected  the  residence  he  now 
occupies  on  High  Street.  Here,  in  the  society  of 
his  wife  and  children,  Arthur  H.,  Vina  I.  {George 
F.  died  July  24,  1893),  and  Robert  W.,  at  home,  he 
passes  many  of  his  happiest  houre.  Mrs.  Mills  was 
.prior  to  her  marriage,  February    10,  1882,    known 


as  Miss  Fannie  E.  Haines,  and  was  born  in  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  being  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Char- 
lotte (Giddings)  Haines.  She  is  a  lady  whose  po- 
sition in  social  circles  is  one  of  prominence,  and 
whose  influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  those 
measures  calculated  to  benefit  the  people  and  com- 
munity. In  bis  political  afBliations  Mr.  Mills  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  always  using  his  Infiuence  for 
the  candidates  of  that  party.  In  his  social  rela- 
tions he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


W      ap 


ENDET,L  PHILLIPS  ROHItlNS,  an  influ- 
tial  business  man  of  Benton  Harbor,  and 
prosperous  dealer  in  lumber  and  build- 
ing material,  was  born  in  BarnsUible  County,  Mass., 
on  the  24th  of  August,  1851,  being  the  son  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Huldah  (Howes)  Robbins.  His  father 
was  captain  of  a  sailing-vessel  and  spent  much  of 
his  active  life  upon  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  also 
engaged  in  raising  cranberries  on  the  famous  cran- 
berry mai-shes  of  Cape  Cod.  Late  in  life  he  retired 
from  the  sea  and  spent  his  closing  yeai-s  at  Har- 
wich, Mass.  He  was  a  man  of  firm  convictions 
and  was  one  of  the  early  anti-slavery  agitators,  his 
home  being  the  meeting-place  of  many  prominent 
Abolitionists,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  the 
illustrious  Wendell  Phillips,  after  whom  oursub- 
ject  was  named.  The  father  died  in  1889,  at  the 
age  of  almost  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  had 
passed  away  some  time  prior  to  his  demise. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood 
yeai-s  along  the  shores  of  Cape  Cod,  where  he  as- 
sisted iiis  father  in  gathering  cranberries.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  left  the  shelter  of  the  pa- 
rental roof  and  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
Proceeding  to  Taunton,  Mass.,  he  secured  a  cler- 
ical position  in  a  drj'-goods  store  there,  and  was 
thus  engaged  for  two  years.  In  1869  lie  came  to 
Benton  Harbor,  where  he  became  shipping  clerk 
for  his  brother,  Nathaniel  Bobbins,  remaining  in 
his  employ  six  years.  He  then  purchased  an  inter- 
est in  the  lumber  business  in  company  with  B.  B. 
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EWridge,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  Eldvidge& 
Robbins,  and  their  yard  being  the"  first  established 
in  Benton  Harbor.  After  continuing  in  the  busi- 
ness together  for  eighteen  years,  Mr.  Robbins  pur- 
chased his  partner's  interest  and  lias  since  eon- 
ducted  the  business  alone.  His  lurnber-yard  is 
located  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Seventh  Streets, 
and  is  equippecl  with  a  complete  assortment  of 
lumlwr  and  building  material. 

In  1H71  Mr.  Robbins  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ilattie  I..  Rounds,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Benton  Harbor,  being  the  daughter  of 
B.  F.  Rounds,  an  old  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  this  place,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robbins  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  daughter,  Grace  L.,  an  intelligent  and 
refined  young  lady,  who  is  atjjresenta  clerk  in  her 
fatlier's  office.  Mr.  Robbins  has  been  closely  con- 
nected with  many  of  the  most  important  interests 
of  Benton  Harbor.  For  one  term  he  served  as  In- 
specting Harbor  Master,  and  for  two  years  he  filled 
the  position  of  Alderman  from  the  Second  Ward, 
and  then  resigned.  In  liis  political  sympathies,  be 
gives  his  inUuence  and  support  to  the  Republican 
ptirty.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the  Directors  in  the 
Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank  of  Benton  Harbor, 
and  also  a  Director  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Building 
and  Loan  Association.  Socially,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Maccabees.  With  his  family  he  occupies 
a  cozily  furnished  and  attractive  home  located  on 
the  corner  of  Pipestone  Street  and  Lake  Avenue. 


S#« r 


/^EN.  LYMAN  M.  WARD.  There  are  few 
/If  (_,  men  of  the  present  day  whom  the  world 
^^^'  acknowledges  as  successful  more  worthy  of 
honorable  mention,  or  whose  history  affords  a  bet- 
ter illustration  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a 
determined  will  and  perseverance,  than  Gen.  Ly- 
man M.  Ward,  the  most  erlicient  Postmaster  at 
Benton  Harbor,  He  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  5,  1836,  a  son  of  Rev. 
Abel  C.  Ward  and  grandson  of  .John  Ward,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 


Abel  C.  Ward  was  a  Congregational  clergyman 
and  ministered  tothespiritual  wants  of  his  feliow- 
men  until  his  death  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis., in  1869. 
He  was  of  English  descent.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Esther  Dibble,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  died  in  July,  1893,  at  her  home 
at  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Six 
children  were  born  to  this  estimable  couple,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
latter  was  reared  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  and  supplemented  a  com- 
mon-scliool  enucation  by  attending  the  High 
School  and  a  private  academy  at  Fond  du  I^c, 
Wis.  Later  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  of- 
fice of  D.  Wood,  of  Fond  du  Lac,  and  there  re- 
mained until  President  Lincoln's  call  for  seventy- 
five  thousand  troops  brouglit  out  all  his  patriotism. 
He  enlisted  in  the  three-months  service.  Company 
I,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  after  serving  his 
term,  re-enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fourteenth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  under  Col.  D.  "Wood,  and  was  as- 
signed to  tlie  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

In  1862,  he  was  made  Major  of  his  regiment 
and  was  successively  promoted  to  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  and  Colonel  of  the  Fourteenth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry,  Ho  was  in  command  of  a  brigade 
for  two  years  and  received  the  brevet  rank  of 
Brigadier-General,  lie  was  with  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  in  all  its  numerous  engagements,  and 
no  braver  soldier  than  he  ever  trod  the  red  sod  of 
a  battlefield.  He  wsis  mustered  out  at  Madison,  Wis., 
in  1866. and  then  went  to  his  home  in  Fond  du  Lac, 
where  he  i-emained  until  1866.  In  tlie  last-named 
year  he  came  to  Benton  Harlwr  and  was  engaged 
as  a  horticulturist  for  some  time.  In  1879  and 
1880,  he  represented  Berrien  County  in  the  Legis- 
lature as  a  Republican  candidate,  and  received 
twelve  hundred  and  forty-seven  votes,  while  his 
opponents,  L.  W.  Pearl  and  ,1.  Van  Dusen,  re- 
ceived seven  hundred  and  thirty-four  and  four 
hundred  and  sixty-one,  respectively.  He  served 
on  several  important  committees  and  gave  satis- 
faction to  his  constituents  and  the  public  in  gen- 
eral. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1888,  Gen.  Ward  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  of  Benton  Harbor  and  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  incumbent  upon   that  position 
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up  to  the  ptcsont  time  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  The  first  year's  income  of  tlie  of- 
fice was  $6,000,  but  since  tlien  it  has  increased  to 
811,000.  Gen.  Ward's  marriage  occurred  June 
13,  1880,  with  Miss  Nellie  T.  Child,  of  Benton 
Harbor,  but  a  native  of  New  York  State.  Gen. 
Ward  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest,  politically, 
in  the  affairs  of  the  county,  and  has  held  a  num- 
ber of  local  positions.  In  all  things  that  promise 
to  contribute  to  the  good  of  Berrien  County,  he 
may  be  counted  upon  to  take  a  leading  part,  and 
as  a  citizen  and  neighbor  he  stands  second  to 
none. 


iiv^KEU  E.  LEE,  the  General  Manager  of  the 
jMjgi  Beckwith  Estate,  manufacturei-s  of  the 
Ji  Round  Oak  stoves  in  the  city  of  Dowagiac, 

Mich.,  is  an  active  partner  in  Lee  Bros.  A  Co, 's 
Bank  at  Dowagiac  and  is  widely  known  as  an 
energetic  and  successful  business  man.  A  public- 
spirited  citizen,  our  subject  has  for  many  years 
been  closely  identified  with  the  leading  enterprises 
of  Cass  County.  Born  in  Dowagiac,  December  6, 
1858,  he  has  spent  almost  bis  entire  life  within  the 
borders  of  the  State. 

During  his  early  youth  Mr.  Lee  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  home  city,  but  later  enjoyed 
tlie  advantage  of  a  course  of  study  at  the  Buch1*l 
College,  Akron,  Ohio.  His  first  business  experience 
was  gained  in  the  bank  of  his  father,  which  he  en- 
tered in  1877.  About  a  twelvemonth  later,  in 
connection  with  his  brother,  Henry  M.  I^e,  our 
subject  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  and  con- 
ducted the  same  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  length  of  time  he  accepted  a  position  in 
the  Round  Oak  Stove  Works,  and  for  three  yeai-s 
satisfactorily  discharged  the  duties  of  shipping- 
clerk.  He  next  became  book-keeper  of  the  Stove 
Works  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  resigned  office 
work  and  traveled  for  the  company. .  Two  years 
were  also  spent  in  tliis  department  of  the  business. 
Having  passed  through  a  profitable  apprenticeship, 


Mr.  Lee  practically  fitted  himself  to  become  mana- 
ger of  the  business,  and  has  handled  with  excellent 
results  the  extensive  interests  intrusted  to  hiacare 
since  1888,  since  which  time  the  business  has 
grown  four-fold  under  his  management.  In  1889, 
in  company  with  his  father  and  brother,  Henry 
M.,  he  embarked  in  the  banking  business,  to  which 
be  devotes  a  portion  of  his  time. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Kate  Beckwith  September  19,  1879.  Mrs.  T^e,  an 
accomplished  lady  and  a  graduate  of  Mi's.  Grant 
Towle's  School,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  is  a  daughter  of 
Phiio  D.  Beckwith,  a  man  of  uncommon  nobility 
of  character,  whose  memory,  honored  and  revered, 
will  long  be  green  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  Earnest  in  purpose,  kindly  in  word 
and  deed,  he  accomplished  much  of  good  during 
the  years  of  his  prosperous  and  useful  life.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Beckwith  his  family  conceived 
the  idea  of  erecting  to  his  memory  the  Beckwith 
Memorial  Theater,  which  was  designed  by  W.  E. 
Brown,  of  Chicago,  and  was  built  at  a  cost  of  fully 
1100,000.  The  auditorium  has  a  seating  capacity 
of  seven  hundred.  The  corner  apartment  in  front 
is  occupied  by  the  bank  of  Lee  Bros,  &  Co.  The 
second  floor  is  used  for  the  various  offices  of  the 
Round  Oak  Stove  Company  and  the  City  Council 
chambers.  The  third  floor  is  devoted  to  the  Round 
Oak  Camp  of  the  Order  of  Woodmen.  The  mag- 
nificent building,  erected  in  1892-93,  was  formally 
dedicated  by  Col,  Robert  G,  IngersoU,  who  de- 
livered a  brilliant  address  to  a  large  and  appreci- 
ative audience,  gathered  together  from  the  princi- 
pal cities  of  Michigan.  Externally,  the  Beckwith 
Theater,  constructed  of  Lake  Superior  red  sand- 
stone, with  back  walls  of  brick,  presents  an  impos- 
ing appearance,  being  85x115  feet  in  dimensions. 
Three  stories  in  height,  the  front  has  a  genuinely 
monumental  effect.  The  first  story  is  an  arcade  of 
four  great  arches,  with  twenty  feet  to  each  span. 
The  arches  show  the  depth  of  the  wall,  and  a 
strongband  of  carved  enrichment  lends  additional 
grandeur  to  the  facade.  On  rock-faced  piers, inter- 
mingling with  the  arches,  are  portraits  of  illustri- 
ous women.  Below,  upon  the  bay  directly  over 
the  main  entrance,  is  a  large  medallion  portrait  of 
P.  D.  Beckwith,   beneath  which  a  carved   panel 
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bears  the  name  of  Beckwitli.  In  the  other  front 
bays  aie  portraits  in  medallion  of  noted  composers, 
artists  and  authors. 

The  proscenium  of  the  theater  is  square  instead 
of  arched,  twenty-six  feet  wide  and  twenty-sis 
feet  high,  and  the  ceiling  slopes  backward,  giving 
to  the  casual  observer  the  impression  that  the 
building  has  been  chiseled  out  of  one  huge  piece 
of  marble.  The  stage  is  fifty  feet  in  width  and 
thirty-eight  feet  deep,  with  an  upper  and  lower 
box  on  either  side.  There  are  (ifteen  elegantly 
furnished  dressing  rooms,  and  the  drop-curtain  is 
a  composite  work  of  art,  the  iigures  superbly 
drawn  and  painted.  When  Mr.  Lee  went  to  Er- 
nest Albert,  of  Albert,  Grover  &  Burridge,  in  Chi- 
cago, he  asked  the  lirm  to  design  a  fitting  memo- 
rial for  a  great  and  good  man,  who  in  life  was 
appreciative  of  the  sublime  and  the  beautiful  in 
poetry,  art  and  literature.  The  work  was  under- 
taken, and  everything  in  the  Beekwith  Theater, 
from  the  French  mosaic  floor  of  the  grand  en- 
trance to  the  elegant  carpets  of  tlie  foyer  and 
parquette,  were  ordered  and  designed  with  special 
reference  to  the  harmonizing  of  each  detail  in  this 
charming  playhouse.  Tlie  main  entrance  to  the 
building  is  in  the  middle  division  of  the  ground 
floor  front,  and  is  eighteen  feet  in  widtli.  The 
enti-ance  to  the  new  bank  of  Lee  Bros.  &  Co.  is 
made  by  the  same  passage.  No  city  has  a  finer 
palace  for  the  banking  business.  As  the  thea- 
ter is  a  model  of  design  and  finish,  so  does  the 
linking  house  surpass  in  elegance  the  usual  struc- 
tures occupied  in  handling  money.  A  full  de- 
scription of  the  embattled  parapet,  with  its  carved 
cherubs,  the  medallion  portraits  and  the  exterior 
finishings  of  the  theater  would  require  columns  of 
space.  A  bird's-eye  view  of  the  interior  reveals  a 
scene  of  luxurious  magnificence.  Wjien  ablaze  with 
electric  light  the  beautiful  tones  of  the  wall  and 
ceiling  are  plainly  revealed,  exquisite  tints  and 
gilded  ornamentation  rivaling  eaeli  other  in  beauty 
and  effect.  A  special  feature  of  the  memorial  thea- 
ter is  tlie  glass  used  in  the  windows.  The  grand 
entrance  screen  of  the  lobby  is  constructed  entirely 
of  jeweled  and  leaded  glass,  Romanesque  in  de- 
sign, in  golden  olive  tones,  upon  a  field  of  crystal 
plate.     The    screen    is   16x18  feet  in  dimensions. 


The  front  window  of  the  bank  is  constructed  of 
the  same  materials,  but  is  semi-circular  in  form,  in 
a  scheme  of  myrtle  and  gold.  This  windowis  sev- 
enteen feet  in  width  and  is  rivaled  by  the  orifices 
in  the  auditorium. 

Mr.  Lee  was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  success- 
ful completion  of  the  prettiest  theater  and  the 
most  beautiful  memorial  of  the  country.  Although 
a  busy  man,  he  has  been  actively  interested  in  pol- 
itics and  was  elected  upon  the  Republican  ticket 
to  the  Mayoral  chair  of  Dowagiac,  receiving  the 
largest  majority  ever  accorded  to  any  candidate 
for  the  office.  He  also  had  the  honor  of  being 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  held 
at  Minneapolis  in  1892,  and  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  notify  Reid  of  the  nomina- 
tion. At  present  he  is  interested  in  the  ei-eetion 
of  a  fine  residence  now  building  on  High  Street,  at 
the  head  of  Judson  Avenue.  The  stone  used  in 
the  house  is  unique,  and  when  completed  thfe 
dwelling  will  be  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the 
State.  In  religious  views  our  subject  is  an  agnos- 
tic, a  deep  thinker,  a  profound  reasoner,  but  lib- 
eral in  judgment  and  sentiment.  Financially  pros- 
pered, Fred  E.  Lee  has  made  many  investments  and 
has  stimulated  local  progress  and  improvements. 
He  is  a  partner  in  the  Dowagiac  Stock  Farm  and 
Vice-President  of  the  Gas  and  Electric  Company 
of  the  city,and,occupyinga  high  social  and  finan- 
cial position, commands  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity among  whom  he  was  born  and  reared. 


3^^ 


J|OHN  a  GRAHAM.  An  eminent  judge  on 
being  asked  what  qualities  contribute  most 
I  to  success,  replied:  "Some  succeed  by  great 
talent,  some  by  high  connections,  and  some 
by  miracle,  but  the  majority  succeed  by  commen- 
cing without  a  shilling."  In  his  youth  the  subject 
of  this  biogra|)hical  sketch  had  few  advantages, 
for  his  parents  were  poor  and  he  was  early  obliged 
to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  but,  notwithstanding 
the  disadvantages  under    which  l^e  (ulcered  in  hia 
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boyhood  days,  he  lias  achieved  a  degree  of  success 
not  usually  attained.  He  is  R-esident  of  the  well- 
known  Graham  &  Morton  Transportation  Com- 
pany at  St.  Joseph  and  Benton  Harbor,  and  is  also 
President  of  the  Alden  Canning  Cora|»any,  the 
success  of  both  enterprises  being  due  largely  to  his 
efforts. 

Bom  in  Boone  County,  111.,  December  10,  1849, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  John  and  Lucinda  (Nich- 
ols) Graham.  He  spent  his  youthful  days  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind.,  where  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  public 
seUools.  In  1864  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,  and,  em- 
barking in  the  lumber  business  in  connection  with 
his  father,  gave  his  attention  thereto  until  1870, 
when  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Andrew 
Crawford  in  the  sawmill  and  hardwood  lumber 
business  at  Benton  Harbor.  This  fii-m  conducted 
an  extensive  business,  and  engaged  in  steamboat- 
ing  in  1875. 

Prior,  however,  to  the  above-mentioned  enter- 
prise, the  Graham  rfe  Morton  Company  was  estab- 
lished, in  1875,  by  J.  EI.  Graham,  J.  Stanley  Morton, 
Andrew  Crawford  and  .lames  Paxton.  In  1881  the 
business  was  merged  into  a  stock  company,  now 
known  as  the  Graham  &  Morton  Transportation 
Company,  with  Mr.  Graham  as  President,  and  he 
still  holds  that  position.  In  addition  to  this  bus- 
iness, to  which  he  devotes  his  attention  with  as- 
siduity and  energy,  Mr.  Graham  has  other  exten- 
sive interests,  all  of  which  are  proving  remnnera- 
tive.  He  is  President  of  the  Hotel  St.  Joseph,  an 
elegant  summer  resort  located  on  the  beach  and 
provided  with  two  hundred  and  forty  comfortable 
rooms.  He  is  also  President  of  the  Alden  Canning 
Company,  at  Benton  Harbor,  which  does  a  large 
business  and  is  established  on  a  solid  finaoeial  ba- 
sis, and  is  a  Director  in  the  Union  Banking  Com- 
pany of  St.  Joseph, 

St  Joseph  has  many  beautiful  homes,  but  none 
more  elegant  or  attractive  than  that  occupied  and 
owned  by  Mr.  Graham.  It  is  a  brick  structure, 
with  picturesque  surroundings  and  perfect  in  its 
interior  appointments.  The  iady  who  presides 
over  this  lovely  home  was  in  her  maiden  days  Miss 
Dora  E.  Chase,  being  the  daughter  of  E.  T.  Chase, 
of  Homer,  Micii.',  although  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage she  was  residing  in  Benton  Harbor.     She  be- 


came the  wife  of  Mr.  Graham  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1881,  and  has  since  that  time  been  his  faith- 
ful and  devoted  helpmate.  As  a  Republican,  Mr. 
Graham  takes  an  active  purt  in  local  and  State 
politics,  and  no  man  stands  higher  in  the  regard  of 
his  fellow -citizens  than  he. 


ZEBEDEE  BEVEUIvY,  Register  of  Deeds  for 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  a  prominent  in- 
structor of  the  State,  having  for  thirteen 
years  successfully  taught  in  the  schools  of  Cass 
County,  has  i-esided  in  his  present  locality  almost 
his  entire  lifetime,  and  was  but  a  little  lad  of  four 
i'ears  when  with  his  parents  he  removed  from  his 
birthplace  to  his  future  home  in  the  far  West 
The  parents  of  our  subject  spent  the  fli-st  yeai-s 
succeeding  tlieir  marriage  in  Ohio,  and  in  Gallip- 
olis  Zebedee  Beverly  was  born  July  25,  1856,  of 
Afro-American  parentage.  Four  years  later,  with 
their  family  the  father  and  mother  settled  in 
Michigan,  locating  permanently  in  La  Grange 
Township.  Our  subject  in  childhood  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood,  and 
within  the  limits  of  the  district  firmly  laid  the 
broad  foundation  of  a  more  extended  education. 
Mr.  Beverly  was  a  lover  of  books  and  study,  and 
the  time  spent  in  school  was  fruitful  in  seeds  of 
knowledge,  which  later  bore  an  abundant  harvest. 
For  three  years  our  subject  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in  the  State 
Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Mich.  Having 
by  this  time  attained  to  early  manhood,  he  began 
life  for  himself  by  teaching  school  in  Cass  County. 
He  was  from  the  first  successful  in  his  chosen  avo- 
cation, being  specially  apt  as  an  instructor,  and 
without  difficulty  securing  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  his  pupils.  After  thirteen  years  of  un- 
wearied devotion  to  his  profession,  he  devoted 
about  eight  years  to  thetonsorial  business  in  Cass- 
opolis,  and  was  elected  to  his  present  responsible 
position   in  November,  1892.     Entering  upon  a 
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two-yeare  term  of  ollice  as  Ren;'i^ter  of  Deeds,  he 
with  efficient  fidelity  discharges  the  duties  now  de- 
volving uijon  him.  Politically,  Mr.  Beverly  is  a 
stanch  Republican  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  prin- 
ciples and  platform  of  the  party.  An  intelligent 
and  conscientious  citizen,  he  is  actively  interested 
in  both  local  and  National  issues,  well  realizing  the 
necessity  of  placing  important  positions  of  trust 
only  in  the  hands  of  those  fitted  by  education  and 
natural  ability  to  perform  worthily  their  public 
work. 

Upon  June  5,  1881,  Zebedee  Beverly  and  Miss 
Sai-ah  E.  Calloway  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Beverly,  an  accomplished  lady,  was  prior  lo  her 
marriage  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Porter,  Cass 
County,  Mich,,  and  there  enjoyed  the  high  regard 
of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  The  pleasant 
home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  children,  a  son  and  daugh- 
ter. The  son,  Asa  L.  Beverly,  and  the  daughter, 
Verna  M.,  will  be  accorded  every  opportunity  for 
a  thorough  education.  Mr.  Beverly  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  upward  progress  of  Cass  County, 
and  although  comparatively  young  in  years  has 
witnessed  remarkable  changes  and  rapid  develop- 
ment in  enterprise  since  his  early  days  of  child- 
hood. Ilis  interests  have  ever  centered  in  Cass 
County,  and  here  he  has  given  patient  and  valu- 
able labor,  whose  results  only  the  coming  years 
may  evidence. 


¥ILLIAM  n.  VOGLE,  proprietor  of  the 
commodious  livery  stables  located  in  Cass- 
opoiis,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  an  energetic 
business  man  and  a  leading  citizen  of  his  home 
locality.  Furnishing  to  the  local  and  traveling 
public  excellent  facilities  for  si)eedy  and  comfort- 
able conveyance,  he  enjoys  extended  patronage 
and  rapidly  increasing  business.  Mr.  Vogle  was 
born  in  Wills  Township,  La  Porte  County,  Ind., 
April  12,  1854,  and  is  the  only  son  of  George  and 


Mary  Ann  (Jeffrey)  Vogle.  Tlie  father  was  a  na- 
tive ot  Germany,  and  in  the  Fatherland  was  trained 
to  habits  of  industrious  thrift,  earlj'  becoming 
manly  and  self-reliant.  When  twenty  years  of  age 
he  determined  to  emigrate  to  the  land  of  promise 
beyond  the  sea,  and  sailed  for  America.  Arriving 
safe  and  sound  in  the  United  States,  he  continued 
his  journey  to  the  Westward  and  located  in  Indi- 
ana, soon  receiving  employment  in  the  railroad 
shops  at  La  Forte.  A  thorough  mechanic  and  adept 
in  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  he  engaged  in  that 
line  of  work  and  continued  In  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  daily  toil  until  his  death,  at  thirty-three 
yeai-s.  An  upright  man  and  an  excellent  citizen, 
his  loss  was  mourned  by  many  friends  and  fellow- 
employes  in  the  railroad  shops. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  the 
East,  her  ancestors  being  Quakei's,  and  among  the 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Vo- 
gle attended  the  excellent  schools  of  La  Porte  and 
received  his  education  and  was  reared  to  mature 
years  in  his  birthplace.  Our  subject  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  when  he  made  his  home  in  Mich- 
igan in  1878.  He  located  in  Edwardsburgh,  Cass 
County,  where  he  remained  in  business  for  three 
years.  He  then  received  a  position  as  traveling 
salesman  for  A.J.  Clelland  &  Son,  selling  fanning- 
mills  in  Ohio  for  three  yeai-s.  In  1884  he  decided  to 
try  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  went  on  to  a 
farm  in  Ottawa,  where  he  continued  to  till  the  soil 
until  the  fall  of  1891;  he  then  removed  to  Cassop- 
olis  and  profitably  engaged  in  the  livery  business, 
which  from  the  first  was  an  assu 
Vogle  has  a  wide  acquaintance  among  the 
cial  travelers,  who  are  among  his  best  customers. 
In  May,  1893,  our  subject  purchased  the  property 
of  the  Presbyterian  Society,  adjoining  his  business 
location,  which  he  had  owned  for  some  time.  He 
is  now  about  to  remove  his  old  barns,  and  will  soon 
ei'ect  upon  the  fine  frontage  a  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial brick  structure,  which  will  enable  him  to 
accommodate  a  larger  stock  of  teams,  and  more 
fully  meet  the  requirements  of  his  large  business. 

In  1867,  William  H,  Vogle  and  Miss  Mary  E, 
Sweetland  were  united  in  marriage.  The  estima- 
ble wife  of  our  subject  is  a  daughter  of  Augustus 
and  Lydia  (Tanner)  Sweetland, of  E^clwardsburgh, 
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to  whidi  place  sbe  came  wlien  eleven  years  old, 
nod  resided  with  her  uncle,  Levi  Aldrich.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sweetland  were  natives  of  New  York, 
where  they  were  reared  and  educated.  The  very 
pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Vogle  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  George  IS.  Vogle, 
named  in  honor  of  the  paternal  grandfather,  who 
passed  to  his  rest  so  many  3'ears  ago.  Our  subject 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  National  and  local  affairs.  Fraternally,  he 
is  connected  witli  Ottawa  Lodge  No.  49,  I.  0.  O. 
F.,  being  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  same. 


>-=^^^^il-^-^aSi^ 


S^EV.  GEORGE  CLINTON  VAN  VECHTEN 
|L#  EASTMAN,  D.  D.,  was  born  in  Addison 
t£w  County,Vt.,  July  22,  1813.  He  is  a  mem- 
^^  her  of  a  family  represented  in  Now  Eng- 
land history  for  several  generations,  and  of  sub- 
stantial English  stock.  His  grandfather,  Jonathan 
Eastman,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in 
HaverUili,  and  for  many  years  resided  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  There  Amos  Eastman,  tlie  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared.  From  that 
State  he  went  to  the  service  of  his  country  during 
the  War  of  1812,  returning  home  with  the  well- 
earned  title  of  Captain,  and  in  that  State  he  closed 
his  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  time,  when  his  life's  work 
was  ended.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Ilewett,  a  native 
of  New  York  State  aud  of  German  extraction. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  spent  his 
boyhood  in  Addison  County,  Vt.,  and  prepared 
for  college  in  the  academy  at  Middlebury,  after 
which  ho  entered  the  college  at  that  place,  being 
graduated  in  1829.  In  1880  his  Alma  Mater  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  D.  1).,  and  about 
the  same  time  he  received  the  degree  of  S.  T.  D. 
from  Trinity  College,  at  Hartford,  Conn.  At 
Marblehcad,  Mass.,  in  1834,  he  was  ordained  to  the 
priesthood,  the  impressive  ceremony  being  per- 
formed in  St,  Michael's  Church  by  the  Rt.-Rev. 
Mr.  Griswold,  at  that  time  Bishop  of  the  New 
England  States,  excepting  Rhode  Island. 


Dr.  Eastman  served  as  rector  in  churches  in  the 
States  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Maine,  New 
York,  Vermont,  Kansas  and  Michigan,  as  well  as  in 
Canada,  For  a  time  he  was  rector  of  Trinity  Church 
at  Fairfield,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he 
returned  to  Vermont,  and  later  accepted  a  pastor- 
ate in  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  After  again  so- 
journing for  a  short  time  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  he  went  to  Kansas  and  labored  there  as  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Pittsburgh.  Coming  to 
Michigan,  he  settled  in  Benton  Harbor  in  July, 
18t*4,  and  became  jiastor  of  the  Holy  Trinity  Mis- 
sion, there  being  no  chui-ch  edifice  at  the  time  of 
his  coming  hither.  Through  his  efforts  funds  were 
secured  and  an  elegant  brick  structure  was  erected 
on  Pipestone  Street.  Of  this  church  he  remained 
in  charge  until  1891,  when  he  retired  from  the 
ministry,  after  having  spent  flfty-seven  years  in 
[Mist oral  work. 

For  eleven  years  Dr.  Eastman  was  at  the  head 
of  a  private  boarding-school  for  boys,  located  at 
Litchfield,  Conn,,  and  he  was  also  Principal  ot  the 
Cary  Collegiate  Seminary,  in  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  for  four  years.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat, 
with  Pi-oliibition  sympathies.  About  fifty  years 
ago  he  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
belonging  to  the  Cominandery  at  Montpelier,  Vt,, 
and  filled  the  position  of  Grand  Prelate  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont  for  a  period  of 
two  years.  He  took  the  Commandery  degree  at 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.  He  has  also  taken  the  fourteen 
degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite  Masonry,  being  a 
member  of  the  Ixidge  of  Perfection.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  held  fraternal  relations  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  has  sev- 
ered his  active  connection  with  that  organization. 

In  September,  1834,  Dr.  Eastman  married  Miss 
Minerva  M,  Hitchcock,  a  native  of  Kingsbury, 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Noble  Hitchcock,  of  that  county.  Mrs.  Minerva 
Eastman  died  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  in  1878,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Ilattie  E.,  the  wife  ot  Charles 
Walker,  of  Burlington,  Vt,  June  7,  1882,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Dr.  Eastman  and  Mrs.  Margaret 
Cook,  who  was  born  in  Page  County,  Va.,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Petiu-  Hay,  a  resident  of  the  Old 
Dominion.     The   Hay  family  originated   in  Scot- 
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land  and  its  representatives  in  this  country  have 
been  distinguished  for  the  Scotch  traits  of  perse- 
verance and  thrift.  Mrs.  Eastman  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  is  a  lady  of  kindly  dispo- 
sition and  large  heart,  who  is  loved  and  esteemed 
for  her  many  excellent  qualities. 

A  life  so  nobEe  and  uplifting  as  that  of  Dr. 
Eastman  is  worthy  the  emulation  of  posterity, and 
speaks  in  language  more  eloquent  than  words  of 
consecrated  efforts  and  iinselfiBb  devotion.  For  a 
period  covering  more  than  half  a  century  he  la- 
bored zealously  and  unweariedly  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  church  and  lead  sinners  to  Christ. 
Many  have  been  induced  by  his  eloquent  appeals 
to  become  Christians,  and  his  efforts  have  been 
successful  in  securing  the  moral  and  spiritual  ele- 
vation of  many.  Not  many  years  shall  pass  away 
ere  "the  silver  cord  shall  be  loosed  and  the  wheel 
broken  at  the  cistern,"  but  though  his  long  and 
honored  life  sliall  reach  its  peaceful  close, thegood 
he  has  accomplished  shall  never  die.  Through 
countless  ages  to  come,  and  indeed  until  time 
shall  be  no  more,  the  fruitage  of  some  kind  word 
spoken  or  some  kind  deed  done  will  be  borne  in 
the  hearts  and  lives  of  generations  yet  unborn. 


^Wf  BRAHAM  HUTCHINGS,  deceased,  was  on« 

^O     of  the  prominent  pioneer  citizens  of  Mich- 
M  Ifi    igan,    and   located   in  the  West  at  a  very 
^1  early  day.     He  was  born  in  the  year  1809, 

and  was  a  native  of  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  trained  in  the  daily 
routine  of  agricultural  duties.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Ulster  County,  and  in 
1835  man-ied,soon  after  with  his  wife  journeying 
to  Cass  County,  MicL.  Locating  upon  the  banks 
of  Lilly  Lake,  our  subject  entered  land  from  the 
Government,  and,  energetic  and  industrious,  im- 
proved almost  one  bundred  acres,  bringing  a  large 
portion  of  the  farm  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion.    In  1845  Mr.  Hutchings  with  his  family  re- 


moved to  another  location,  settling  in  the  woods 
three  miles  north  of  his  former  home.  The  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  was  yet  in  a  wild 
state,  but  soon  yielded  to  the  patient  tilling  of 
the  soil  and  became  a  valuable  homestead  and  an 
excellent  piece  of  farming  property.  When  Abra- 
ham Hutchings  first  settled  in  Michigan  neighbors 
were  few  and  far  between.  Game  was  abundant, 
butgiadually  disappeared  befoi-e  the  advancing 
tide  of  emigration. 

Our  subject  was  twice  married.  By  his  first 
wife  he  had  two  children,  both  daughters,  Mary 
and  Susan.  Entering  the  bonds  of  matrimony  a 
second  time,  he  married  Miss  Candace  Graham, 
who  resided  near  Toledo,  Ohio.  After  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Hutchings  and  his  second  wife  in  Michigan 
two  sons  were  born  unto  them,  Newton  and  Wal- 
laee,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Washington  City, 
while  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Politically, 
our  subject  was  a  Republican  and  always  took  an 
active  interest  in  both  local  and  national  affairs. 
He  was  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen,  ever 
ready  to  aid  in  matters  of  progress  and  reform, 
and  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  His 
eldest  and  only  surviving  son,  Newton  Hutchings, 
was  born  in  Cass  County  in  1836,  and,  reared  upon 
the  homestead,  assisted  his  father  in  tlie  work  of 
the  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  Arriving  at  manhood,  Newton 
Hutchings  began  life  for  himself,  and  in  1861  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Perkins.  The  husband  and 
wife  settled  at  once  upon  a  farm,  entering  with 
energy  into  the  pursuit  of  agriculture. 

As  the  years  passed  Mr.  Hatchings  was  prospered, 
and,  adding  to  his  possessions  from  time  to  time, 
was  enabled  to  purchase  the  old  homestead  of  his 
father,  which  wasendeared  to  the  son  by  the  asso- 
ciations of  boyhood.  Under  his  fostering  care  the 
acres  have  increased  in  value,  and  the  farm,  finely 
improved,  is  among  the  best  in  Cass  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Newton  Hutchings  reared  one  son,  Wal- 
lace, now  in  the  employ  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad  Company.  Like  his  father,  Newton 
Hutchings,  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  a  stanch  advocate  of  its  principles  and  plat- 
form, lie  has  never  been  desirous  for  political  pre- 
ferment, but  has  held  with  ability  various  school 
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olflces  and  given  earnest  effort  in  behalf  of  educa- 
tional advancement,  111  1864  Mr.  Hiitchings  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Government  and  enlisted 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  Ohio 
Infantry,  With  his  regiment  he  went  to  the  scene 
of  conflict  and  remained  in  the  South  actively  en- 
gaged in  military  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
With  the  exception  of  the  period  of  his  enlistment, 
Mr.  Hatchings  has  spent  his  life  in  and  adjacent 
to  his  birthplace,  and  has  long  been  accounted 
one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  and  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  Cass  County. 


eALVIN  E.  JILLSON.  A  marked  feature  of 
the  business  operations  of  the  merchants  of 
Berrien  County  is  their  enterprise,  and  this 
is  one  of  the  prominent  characteristics  of  Mr,  Jill- 
son,  well  known  as  the  owner  and  proprietor  of 
the  largest  mercantile  establishment  in  Stevens- 
ville.  Through  enterprise  and  industry  he  has 
established  a  large  and  lucrative  trade  with  the 
citizens  of  the  place  and  the  farmere  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  is  widely  known  as  a  man 
of  reliable  business  dealings  and  excellent  judg- 
ment. He  gives  steady  employment  to  a  cashier, 
book-keeper  and  a  force  of  four  clerks,  and  in  his 
large  store  keeps  a  complete  line  of  dry  goods, 
boots  and  shoes,  groceries  and  hardware. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Job  .and  Kleanor 
Jillson,  the  former  being  a  native  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  i-eared  and  married. 
He  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  in  the  Empire 
State  until  about  1850,  when  he  migrated  to  Mich- 
igan  and  settled  in  Sodus  Town.ship,  Berrien 
County.  Purchasing  a  tract  of  unimproved  land, 
lieidentilled  himself  with  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  Lounty  and  was  numbered  among  its  early 
settlers.  As  the  years  passed  by,  he  was  enabled 
to  realize  more  fully  the  reward  of  his  earlier  ef- 
forts, and  was  known  as  one  of  the  well-to-do  men 
of  the  township.  However,  in  1882,  he  removed 
further  West  and  made  settlement  upon  a  farm  in 


South  Dakota,  where  he  remained  until  hia  death, 
Juno  22,  1893. 

After  locating  in  South  Dakota,  the  senior  Mr. 
Jillson  was  closely  connected  with  the  public 
affairs  of  Edmunds  County,  and  in  1891  and  1892 
was  chosen  to  represent  his  fellow-citizens  in  the 
State  Legislature,  being  elected  to  that  honorable 
position  upon  the  ticket  of  the  Independent  party. 
Ho  always  maintained  a  deep  interest  in  politics, 
and  believed  that  the  adoption  of  a  free-trAde  pol- 
icy would  be  of  material  benefit  to  the  country. 
In  his  religious  lielief,  he  for  many  years  held 
membci-ship  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  Anna,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Warner, 
acnrpenterresiding  in  Canada;  Helen,  a  widow,who 
has  conducted  her  husband's  business  at  Eau  Claire 
since  his  death  in  1890;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Paul, 
a  merchant  engaged  in  business  at  Eau  Claire,  Ber- 
rien County;  Calvin  E,;  Lansing,  a  f  aimer  of  South 
Dakota;  and  Cornelius,  also  an  agriculturist  of  that 
State. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  in  Sodus  Township  our 
subject  grew  to  manhood,  meantime  attending  the 
district  schools  and  the  Benton  Harbor  school.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  he  commenced  to  teach 
school  in  Lincoln  Township,  and  followed  that 
profession  for  three  years.  After  he  discontinued 
that  work,  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  P.  Stapletoii,  a  merchant  of  Eau  Claire,  Ber- 
rien County,  and  remained  with  him  for  two  j'Cai'S. 
He  then  came  to  Stovensville,  where  he  purchased 
the  stock  of  goods  owned  by  A,  H.  McMaster,  and 
afterward  added  a  complete  assortment  of  dry 
goods,  making  the  establishment  one  of  the  most 
extensive  in  the  county.  On  the  18th  of  June, 
1882,  he  took  into  the  business  P.  Stapleton,  the 
lirm  becoming  C.  E.  Jillson  ii.  Co.,  and  as  such 
doing  business  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Stapleton, 
which  occurred  in  September,  1890.  Mr.  Jillson  is 
administrator  of  the  Stapleton  estate. 

April  11,1883,  Mr.  Jillson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jennie  M.,  daughter  of  James  A. 
Johnson,  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  Berrien 
County.  Mrs.  Jillson  w.is  born  in  New  York 
State,  removing  to  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  in 
childhood,  and  soon  afterward  coming  to  Berrien 
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County,  where  slie  grew  to  womanhood.  Their 
four  children  are  named  Orren  B.,  Charles  M., 
Pearl  May  and  Katie.  In  addition  to  the  store  at 
Stevensville,  Mr.  Jillson  also  for  one  year  eon- 
ducted  a  bi-anch  establishment  at  Baroda,  this 
county,  and  shortly  afterward  purchased  a  one-haif 
interest  in  a  dry-goods  store  at  Ovid,  Clinton 
County,  this  State,  the  other  member  of  the  firm 
being  F,  E.  Hazel.  In  political  matters  Mr.  Jillson 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  filled  various  positions  of 
trust,  having  been  Clerk  of  Lincoln  Township  for 
three  terms,  Township  Superintendent  of  Schools 
for  two  terms,  and  a  member  of  the  Village  Board. 


Jl|  OSEPH  FORESMAN.  Now  in  the  twilight 
I  of  his  useful  life,  Mi'.  Foresman  can  look 
li  back  upon  his  past  life  with  the  realization 
,^^_^'  that  he  has  not  lived  or  labored  in  vain. 
As  the  result  of  his  energy  he  has  surrounded  his 
family  with  all  the  comforts  of  existence  and  has 
also  smoothed  his  declining  years.  A  man  of 
wide  travel  and  experience,  he  is  an  interesting 
conversationalist  and  can  narrate  many  a  thrilling 
tale  of  pioneer  scenes  and  incidents  of  life  in  the 
mining  regions  of  the  far  West. 

At  present  Mr.  Foresman  is  a  resident  of  section 
21,  LaGrange  Township,  Cass  County.  Pennsyl- 
vania was  the  State  of  his  birth,  and  he  was  born 
in  Lycoming  County  May  23,  1816,  being  the  son 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Anderson)  Foresman.  The 
p.iternal  grandparents  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  emigrated  to  America  and  made  settlement 
in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  Samuel  Foresman 
was  born.  The  last-named  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  the  Keystone  State,  acquiring  a  good  education 
in  the  district  schools.  Early  trained  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  he  naturally  chose  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  for  his  life  calling,  in  addition  to 
which  he  also  engaged  in  milling.  He  owned  a 
mill  in  the  county  of  Lycoming,  and  became 
widely  known  as  an  industrious,  energetic  man,  of 
good  business  habits  and  excellent  judgment.    He 


was  one  of  those  men  who  courted  no  man's  favor 
and  feared  no  man's  frown,  as  true  to  duty  as 
the  needle  to  the  pole;  honest  and  kind,  resolute 
and  noble. 

The  next  to  the  younger  in  a  family  of  sixteen 
children,  Joseph  Foresman  is  the  only  survivor  of 
the  entire  number.  He  was  bereaved  by  the  death 
of  his  father  when  six  years  of  age,  and  eleven 
yeara  afterward  he  was  orphaned  by  his  mother's 
death.  When  not  more  than  thirteen  he  com- 
menced to  work  by  the  mouth,  and  soon  developed 
those  traits  of  self-reliance  and  resolute  purpose 
which  have  so  largely  contributed  to  his  success. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  fol-" 
lowed  for  two  and  one-half  yeare.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  apprenticeship  be  removed  to 
Logansport,  Ind.,  where  he  was  employed  at  his 
trade  for  six  years.  About  that  time  he  married 
Hester  Wear,  who  bore  him  four  children,  Eliza- 
beth J.,  the  wife  of  Levi  Case,  being  now  the  only 
survivor. 

Coming  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1844,  Mr.  Fores- 
man settled  three  miles  from  Cassopolis,  in  Cass 
County,  and  purehased  eighty  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he  established  a  home.  For  some  time  he 
conducted  a  blacksmith  shop  and  did  an  extensive 
business  among  the  people  of  the  community.  In 
1847,  at  the  opening  of  the  Mexican  War,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  F,  First  Michigan  Infantry, 
Capt.  Whitimore,  of  Niles,  commanding.  With 
his  company  he  marched  to  the  seat  of  war  and 
traveled  throughout  Mexico,  although  he  saw  no 
active  service.  Returning  to  Michigan,  he  was 
bereaved  six  mouths  afterward  by  the  death  of 
his  wife.  In  18^0  he  married  again,  choosing  as 
his  wife  Mrs.  Susan  Moore,  nee  Soofleld. 

In  1850,  Mr.  Foresman  removed  to  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  where  he  remained  for  two  yeara.  Tlience 
he  went  to  California  with  a  party  of  friends,  the 
trip  being  made  with  four  wagons  overland,  and 
occupying  nearly  five  months.  At  Placerville  Mr. 
Foresman  engaged  in  mining  for  four  years  with 
indiflferent  success,  and  later  be  went  to  the  south- 
ern pai-t  of  the  State,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
for  two  years.  Then  he  went  to  British  Colum- 
bia, where  he  remained   for  six  years.     On  his  re- 
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turn  to  tlie  United  States  he  settled  in  Washing- 
ton and  engaged  in  lumbering;  lie  also  dealt  in  real 
estate  for  a  period  of  twenty-three  years.  He  did 
not,  however,  feel  content  to  make  his  permanent 
home  in  the  far  West,  and  his  mind  often  reverted 
to  his  old  home  in  Michigan.  He  finally  de- 
cided upon  returning  hither,  and  aeuordinglj'  in 
1890  he  eame  ha«k  to  Cass  County  and  settled  on 
the  place  where  he  now  lives,  and  where,  in  all 
probabilty,  he  will  spend  the  remainder  of  his  hte. 
The  farm  belongs  to  his  wife.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  while  residing  in  Washington 
served  as  Sheriff  of  Clallam  County. 


H^P= 


^^  EORGE  S.  BASSETT.     lienton  Harl>or  con- 

fl/  ^ tains  a  number  of  beautiful  residence3,which 

^^;J/(>  in  point  of  architectural  design  and  attrac- 
tive surroundings  rival  the  more  pretentious 
homes  of  the  city.  One  of  the  most  elegant  resi- 
dences in  the  village  is  that  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  ft  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated at  No.  131  lirunson  Avenue,  and  is  a  sub- 
stantial fi'ame  structure,  containing  all  the  modern 
improvements  and  furnished  with  an  elegance  and 
taste  betokening  the  refinement  and  culture  of  the 
inmates. 

The  owner  of  this  home.  Mr.  liassett,  is  the  sen- 
ior member  of  the  firm  of  Itassett  &  Loring,  deal- 
ers in  real  estate,  wood  and  coal  at  Benton  Harbor, 
and  also  insurance  agents,  representing  a  number 
of  the  best  companies.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  lirown  County,  Ohio,  on  the  24th  of 
August,  1846,  and  is  the  descendant  of  English 
aucestoi-s.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Bassett, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  where  also  the  father 
of  our  subject,  Orin,  was  born.  The  latter  settled 
at  an  early  day  in  Brown  County.  OJiio,  and  then 
removed  to  Peoria,  111.,  in  1847, and  in  1889  came 
to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where  he  now  resides. 
His  wife  was  a  Miss  Margaret  Moore, and  was  born 
■in  Virginia. 

George  S.  Bassett  is  the  third   son  among  nine 


children.  He  was  only  one  year  old  when  be  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Peoria,Ill,:  later  here- 
moved  to  La  Salle  County,  111.,  and  prepared  for 
college  at  the  Tonica  High  School.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  entered  Hedding  College,  at  Ab- 
ingdon, Knox  County,  III.,  where  he  prosecuted 
his  studies  with  diligence  for  some  time.  Upon 
leaving  the  college  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  making  a  specialty  of  breeding  fine 
thoroughbred  Hereford  cattle,  and  conducting  a 
general  farming  business  with  success.  In  the  fall 
of  1891  he  disposed  of  bis  agricultural  interests 
and  soon  afterward  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness. In  the  spring  of  1893  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  B.  B,  Eldridge,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bassett,  Eldridge  &  Co.,  and  did  a  large  trade  in 
wood  and  coal.  In  .Tuly,  1893,  Mr.  Eldridge  went 
out  of  the  firm. 

In  December,  1871,  occurred  the  m.trriage  of  Mr, 
Bassett  and  Miss  Huldah  Fitch,  the  daughter  of 
Charles  Pitch,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bas- 
sett are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Nellie  M. 
and  Lois  A.  In  their  religious  belief,  they  are 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  contribute  with  the  utmost  generosity  to  the 
various  enterprises  of  that  denomination.  Politic- 
ally, Mr.  Bassett  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the 
Republi(^-in  party,  and  always  gives  hi-s  influence 
to  its  support. 


eOY  W.  HENDRYX.  Among  the  younger 
professional  men  who  have  already  attained 
positions  of  influence  is  the  prominent 
attorney -at- law  whose  name  is  here  presented. 
Now  a  resident  of  Dowagiac,  he  was  born  in  Cuba, 
Allegany  County.  N.  Y.,  on  the  20th  of  Julj',  1861, 
and  is  the  son  of  J.ames  and  Eunice  (Tryon)  Hen- 
dryx.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Nathan  Hendryx, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  in  Madison  County, 
that  State,  James  Hendryx,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born.     He   grew    to    manhood     in    Allegany 
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County,  N.  Y.,  and  having  been  reared  to  farming 
piirsuils,  naturally  chose  agriculture  as  his  life  oc- 
cupation. A  stanch  advocate  of  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, he  was  deeply  interested  in  political  mattei-s, 
and  in  the  Tildcn  campaign  for  Governor  in  1874 
gave  the  weight  of  his  influeneeto  the  Democratic 
candidate,  of  whom  he  was  a  warm  admirer.  In 
his  farmiog  pursuits  he  met  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary success,  and  as  the  result  of  his  good  judgment 
and  untiring  industry,  attained  a  measure  of  pros- 
perity  tliat  falls  to  the  lot  of  but  few.  His  death 
occurred  in  1875. 

Tlie  parental  family  consisted  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  liveare  now  living.  Coy  W.  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  Allegany  County  and  received  his 
early  education  iu  the  graded  schools  of  Cuba. 
Later  he  entered  Cook  Academy,  at  Havana,  N.  Y., 
and  also  for  a  time  conducted  his  studies  in  the 
college  at  Newtown,  near  Philadelphia,  graduating 
from  the  latter  institution  in  1878.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  two  years  and  filled  the 
position  of  l*rincipal  of  the  schools  at  Clarksville, 
N.  Y.  In  April,  1879,  lie  came  to  Dowagiac  and 
entered  the  law  office  of  Spaffoid  Tryon,  where  lie 
continued  his  legal  studies  until  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  October,  1882. 

Opening  an  office  in  Dowagiac,  Mr.  Hendryx  con- 
ducted his  practice  alone  for  a  time,  and  in  1890 
formed  a  partnership  with  Frank  L.  Hammond, 
(now  of  Benton  Harbor),  continuing  in  that  con- 
nection for  one  year.  Since  then  he  has  been 
alone.  His  office  is  located  in  the  Jewell  Block,  on 
the  corner  of  Front  and  Commercial  Streets,  in 
Dowagiac,  and  he  conducts  a  general  practice  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  State.  In  December,  1886,  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  United  States 
Court.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  has  held  the 
office  of  Cii-cuit  Court  Commissioner,  and  in  1886 
was  appointed  United  States  Commissioner  for  tlie 
Western  District  of  Michigan,  wliich  is  a  life  posi- 

In  1885  Mr.  Hendryx  married  Miss  Harriett 
Guilford,  the  daughter  of  Charles  Guilford,  a 
prominent  farmer  residing  in  Cuba,  Allegany 
County,  N,  Y.  Mrs.  Hendryx  was  trorn  and  reared 
in  Cuba,  and  completed  her  education  in  Alfred 
University.     Three  children  have  been  born  of  this 


union:  Ruth,  Irene  and  Olive.  Socially,  Mr.  Hen- 
dryx is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
takes  a  very  active  interest  in  the  work  of  his 
lodge,  in  which  lie  has  occupied  many  of  the  chaii-s. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  Legion  of  Honor. 


^^.^^^.^ 


JOHN  WALLACE.  Among  the  business 
men  of  St.  Joseph  engaged  as  dealers  in 
lumber  and  builders'  materials,  Mr.  Wallace 
is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  enterpris- 
ing. He  inaugurated  this  enterprise  in  1881,  and 
has  since  conducted  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  com- 
mend himself  to  the  approbation  and  patronage  of 
the  people  of  the  county.  In  addition  to  lumber 
and  builders'  materials,  he  carries  an  extensive 
stock  of  lath,  wood,  coal,  etc., and  transacts  a  large 
business  in  those  lines. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  bom  in  Dundee,  Scotland, 
March  7,  183.5,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Heed)  Wallace,  natives  of  Scotland.  When  John 
was  six  years  old- his  parents  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  Mich.  His  father  was  an  honest^indus- 
trious  man  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  moulder. 
In  Wayne  County,  John  entered  the  common 
schools  and  gained  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  "three 
R's."  His  sclioohng  was  limited,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  principally  acquired  in  that  vast  school 
where  all  mankind  are  pupils,  the  school  of  ex- 
perience. Being  a  thoughtful  reader  and  a  close 
observer,  he  has  become  well  informed  upon  all 
subjects  of  general  interest,  and  his  opinions  upon 
matters  of  importance  are  valuable  and  frequently 
sought. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Wallace  was  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  trade  of  a  machinist  and 
was  employed  at  that  occupation  for  several  years. 
Later  he  secured  a  position  as  engineer  on  the 
Lakes  in  a  vessel  that  plied  between  St.  Joseph  and 
Chicago  and  between  Buffalo,  Detroit  and  Chi- 
cago, In  1881  he  built  a  tug,  which  had  a  regular 
run  on  the  Lakes  and  through  which  he  made  some 
money.     About   that    time    he    embarked    in    the 
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lumber  busineea,  whicb  be  lias  conducted  success- 
fully up  to  tlie  present  time.  As  a  business  raao, 
lie  is  accurate  in  methods,  conscientious  in  his 
dealings  with  all,  and  nniformly  reliable. 

In  every  question  of  general  interest  Mr.  Wal- 
lace is  not  only  interested,  but  is  well  informed  and 
entertains  definite  opinions.  In  his  political  con- 
nections he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  never  better  pleased  than 
when  he  is  able  to  aid  in  securing  a  great  victory 
for  the  party.  He  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
serve  as  Alderman  of  St.  Joseph,  and  has  also  tilled 
with  honor  to  himself  the  positions  of  Collector 
and  Treasurer,  He  is  a  Director  in  the  Union 
Banking  Company  of  this  city,  and  is  connected 
with  other  prominent  enterprises  of  the  place.  So- 
cially, his  connections  are  with  Occidental  Lodge 
No.  56,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wallace  occurred  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1860,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Alice, 
daughter  of  James  Mc  Malion,  a  native  of  Ireland. 
Mrs.  Wallace  was  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  re- 
ceived her  education  in  the  schools  of  Detroit  and 
Chicago.  Her  marriage  lias  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  ten  children,  whose  names  arc:  Lewis  I).,  Will- 
iam G.,  Maude  M.,  James.  Alexis  J.,  Edith  A.,  Uoy 
F.,  Du<lley  B.,  John,  Jr.,  and  Alice  V.  The  fam- 
ily home  is  in  a  beautiful  residence  on  llie  corner 
of  Elm  and  State  Streets,  in  St.  Joseph,  and  is  one 
of  the  cozy  dwellings  for  which  this  city  is  noted. 


■St^TDMON  a.  GRAHAM,  agent  of  the  Gra- 
lU]  ham  &  Morton  Transportation  Company, 
j|L-.^  manager  of  t!ic  steamer  "May  Graham," 
and  owner  of  the  Graliam  Docks  at  St.  Joseph,  is 
doubtless  more  widely  known  than  any  other  resi- 
dent of  this  cily  by  the  lake.  He  is  a  native  of 
Indiana  and  was  born  in  the  city  of  Iji  Porte  No- 
vember 14.  1841.  Tracing  his  lineage  back  through 
two  generations,  we  find  that  his  paternal  grand- 
father was  William  Gi-aliam,  who  was  of  English 
descent,  while  his  maternal  grandfather  bore  the 


name  of  Phineas  Nichols.  Both  were  honoi-able 
and  upright  men,  industrious  and  persevering,  and 
were  highly  esteemed  in  the  communities  where 
they  resided. 

The  parents  of  oiu-  subject,  John  and  Lucinda 
(Nichols)  Graham,  were  natives  of  New  York,  ^ 
the  former  having  been  born  in  Chenango  County.  - 
In  Ilia  young  manhood  he  emigiated  to  the  West 
and,  reacliing  Indiana,  made  settlement  on  a  farm 
three  miles  from  La  Porte,  where  he  resided  a  few 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Ohio.  Soon  after  he  re- 
turned to  Indiana,  from  there  went  to  Illinois, 
thence  to  Iowa,  and  while  the  family  remained  in 
Iowa  he  made  a  trip  to  California.  In  1864  he 
settled  in  Berrien  County.  Afterwards  he  re- 
turned to  Boone  County,  Ill.,and  settled  on  a  farm 
on  which  he  died  in  1873.  He  was  a  public-spir- 
ited and  enterprising  man  of  irreproachable  con- 
duct and  kindly  disposition. 

Tlic  subject  of  this  sketch  sijent  his  boyhood 
yeai-s  in  the  several  States  above  mentioned  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  went  to  Elkhart,  Ind.  In 
1864,  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, where  he  engaged  in  the  lumt>er  business.  Ho 
built  a  sawmill  five  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph,  of 
which  he  became  Superintendent,  and  continued 
in  that  capacity  until  he  sold  the  mill  in  1882. 
During  the  same  year  lie  removed  to  the  city  of 
St.  Joseph  and  purchased  the  Morrison  Dock, 
whicli  he  remodeled  and  rebuilt.  Later  he  built 
the  steamer  "May  Gi-aham,"  which  during  the 
summer  montlis  plies  the  waters  of  the  St.  Jos- 
eph River  between  St.  Josepli  and  Berrien  Springs, 
carrying  both  passengers  and  freight. 

With  various  important  enterprises  of  St.  Jos- 
eph Mr.  Graham  is  closely  identified  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  large  amount  of  valuable  property  in 
this  city.  He  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  the 
Union  Banking  Company,  one  of  the  solid  finan- 
cial  institutions  of  western  Michigan.  In  the  bus- 
iness circles  of  Berrien  County  his  name  is  a  fa- 
miliar one,  and  he  is  universally  esteemed  as  an 
energetic  man,  loyal  citizen  and  kind  friend. 
While  by  no  means  pronounced  in  his  political 
preferences,  he  nevertheless  is  devoted  to  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  tielieving  its 
platform  best  adapted  to  pi  oinote  the  general  wel- 
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fare  of  the  people.    Socially,  he  affiliates  with  Bur- 
nett Lodge  No.  19, 1.  0.  0.  F. 

The  Graham  residence  on  Main  Street  is  an  ele- 
gant and  commodious  home,  containing  every 
convenience  to  enhance  the  comfort  of  its  inmates. 
^^t  is  presided  over  with  charming  hospitality  and 
grace  by  Mrs.  Graham,  who  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject  in  1869.  She  was  formerly  Edwina  C, 
Bunker,  of  Hager  Township,  this  county,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Bunker.  The  home  is 
brightened  by  the  presence  of  the  only  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham,  an  accomplished  young 
lady.  May  Belle. 


llr^VYRON  B.  BEEBE.  Pre-eminence  is  a  goat 
JL^  most  men  strive  to  attain.  No  matter  in 
|K^J|J  what  field,  whether  it  be  literature,  art, 
^;s=*^  science  or  commerce,  the  ambition  of  the 
true  man  will  push  him  to  such  endeavor  that  his 
success  shall  stand  out  with  glaring  distinctness, 
and  his  position  shall  be  one  above  all  others. 
To  reach  the  highest  mark  in  any  calling  is  in 
these  days  of  rush  and  activity  no  easy  matter. 
In  the  commercial  world,  particularly,  it  is  most 
difficult.  There  competition  is  so  great,  so  many 
men  are  striving  for  the  almighty  dollar  and  for 
fame,  that  the  man  who  makes  his  mark  high  above 
his  fellows  is  justly  etitited  to  great  praise  and  to 
all  honor  and  glory.  He  has  won  the  prize  only 
through  true  merit  and  by  having  energy  and 
push. 

We  are  led  to  these  reflections  by  a  study  of  the 
career  of  Byron  Beebe,  who  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent merchants  of  Marcellus,  and  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Beebe  &  Beebe,  dealere  in  dry  goods  and 
general  merchandise.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Roswell  R.  Beebe,  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  bom  in  Wilkes  Barre  on  the  3d  of  October, 
1806,  and  the  son  of  Gideon  Beebe,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut.  The  latter  moved  to  Pennsyl- 
vania at  an  early  day  and  followed  farming  on  an 


extensive  scale  until  his  death.  He  had  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  who  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood,  and  one  son,  John,  served  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
the  youngest  son. 

Roswell  R.  Beebe  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age 
when  he  moved  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  with  his 
mother,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  There  he  married  Miss  Permelia  Latham, 
who  died  at  the  end  of  six  or  seven  3'ears,  leaving 
three  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living,  Gid- 
eon and  Bruce.  Mr.  Beebe's  second  marriage  oe- 
cuiTCd  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  when  he  maiTied 
Miss  Mary  Young,  a  native  of  Huron  County, 
and  the  daughter  of  Lazarous  Young,  who  was  lX)rn 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  for  some 
time  lived  with  the  Indians.  He  was  the  first 
man  married  in  the  county,  and  his  child  was  the 
first  white  child  bom  in  what  is  known  as  the  Fire 
Lands  of  Ohio.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
famous  Slocum  family.  Lazarous  Young  was  the 
father  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  Mi-s.  Beebe 
was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  followed  farming,  and 
in  connection  was  engaged  as  a  mason,  following 
the  trade  in  Cleveland  and  Sandusky  until  1845, 
when  he  came  to  Michigun.  He  first  located  in 
Marcellus  Township,  on  section  1,  and  bought 
partly  wild  land,  on  which  he  resided  until  1881, 
when  he  moved  to  Marcellus.  Here  his  death 
occurred  on  the  28th  of  April,  1893.  His  wife  died 
April  29,  1890.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
county,  and  became  the  owner  of  two  hunded  and 
sixty  acres,  but  divided  with  his  children,  and 
owned  but  one  hundred  acres  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Early  in  life  he  affiliated  with  the  Whig 
party,  but  later  became  a  Republican.  He  was 
well  known  all  over  the  county,  was  well  respected 
by  all;  and  was  prominent  in  all  affairs  of  import- 
ance in  the  countj'.  Two  children  were  born  to 
his  second  marriage:  our  subject,  and  Wealthy, 
who  became  the  wife  of  William  Carrier,  and  now 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Marcellus  Town- 
ship. 

Byron  R.  Beebe  was  born  on  the  20th  of  April, 
1846,  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  wasabout  three 
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years  of  age  when  his  father  came  to  tlie  Wolver- 
ine State.  His  youtlitnl  days  were  passed  on  tlie 
old  homestead,  and  liis  seliolastic  tvaininfj  was  re- 
ceived in  the  country  schools  of  this  township. 
On  the  4th  of  February,  1806,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Ophelia  Aldrich,  who  was  tlie  daughter  of 
Lewis  Aldriuh,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 
Flowerfield  Township.  Mrs.  Beelje  was  born  inNew 
York  State  and  died  in  IHfi)  Ml  Ikebe's  second 
marri<i.fe  was  to  Miss  Josephine  D  Bucklin.  daugh- 
ter of  Pitt  Bucklm  Aftei  hia  first  marriftgo  Mr. 
Beebe  hied  on  the  eld  homestead,  which  he  car- 
ried on  until  1873  when  he  icnioved  to  Marcellus, 
and  was  theie  engiged  m  the  meat  business  for 
about  "SIX  leiis  He  then  resumed  farming,  but 
Bubsequentlj  eng-ii^ed  in  the  agiicultiiral-imple- 
ment  business  m  Maicellus  nhith  he  carried  on 
for  ovei  two  leais 

In  Decenibei,  1891  he  engaged  in  his  prt^seiil 
business,  buying  out  the  firm  of  Kester  &  Arnold. 
This  business  is  located  opposite  the  bank  on  Main 
Street,  and  they  have  a  flourishing  trade.  lieaides 
this  Mr.  Beebe  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  eighty  acres  on  section  1,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  in  St.  Joseph  County,  just 
over  the  line.  He  is  the  father  of  two  children, 
one  by  his  first  and  one  by  his  second  union.  The 
elder,  Clark  L.,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Beebe 
&  Beebe;  and  the  younger  child,  Artliur  L.,  is 
clerking  in  the  store.  Politically,  Mr.  Beebe  is  a 
Republican,  and,  socially.a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  &  Accepted  Masons, 


.f(_  ENRY  P.  BOEHM,  proprietor  of  theCham- 
jlf^^  pion  Mills  and  the  feed  store  al  No.  112 
'h^  West  Main  Street,  in  Benton  Harbor,  was 
^p  born  in  Van  WertCounty,  Ohio,  January  4, 
1863,  and  in  "his  infancy  was  taken  to  Indiana 
by  his  parents,  Paul  P.and  Mary  (Hoffman)  Boehni. 
The  father,  who  was  a  man  far  above  the  average 
in  intellect,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  having  emi- 


grated to  America  about  the  year  1857.  In  1875 
he  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Sodus 
Township,  Berrien  County,  where  he  operated  the 
Champion  Mills,  built  by  David  Rector.  In  his 
youth  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller,  and 
his  operations  in  that  line  were  more  than  ordin- 
arily successful.  His  death  in  1886  was  a  loss  to 
the  community,  in  which  he  was  known  as  a  man 
of  probity  and  nobility  of  character.  His  widow 
still  lives  and  makes  her  home  in  Benton  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County. 

Henry  P.  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  among 
the  surviving  membei-s  of  his  father's  family.  His 
cliildhood  yeai-s  were  passed  in  Indiana  and  Mich- 
igan, where  he  gained  the  rudiments  of  his  educa- 
tion in  tlie  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood. 
Early  in  life  he  learned  the  milling  business  of  his 
father,  and  soon  gained  a  practical  knowledge  of 
the  business  in  which  he  has  ever  since  engaged. 
For  a  time  he  rented  and  operated  the  Cowles  Mill, 
on  Pipestone  Creek. 

In  1885,  Mr.  IJoehm  again  returned  to  the  Cham 
pion  Mills,  and  two  years  later  he  purchased  the 
property,  and  has  since  operated  it  with  success. 
The  principal  products  of  the  mill  are  corn  and 
buckwheat.  In  April,  1893,  he  opened  a  feed  store 
in  Benton  Harbor  and  has  since  transacted  a  large 
business  in  that  line  among  both  the  citizens  of 
the  city  and  the  people  throughout  the  surround- 
ing country.  In  1892  he  built  a  cider-mill  in 
connection  with  the  gristmill,  and  has  since  that 
time  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cider  and 
vinegar,  with  an  output  of  eighty  barrels  per  day. 
As  a  business  man,  he  displays  good  judgment  in 
his  investments  and  superior  executive  ability. 
He  has  conducted  his  enterprises  upon  such  meth- 
ods as  have  commended  him  to  his  customers,  and 
richly  merits  the  success  which  lias  crowned  his 
efforts. 

The  marriage  of  Mr,  Boehm  took  place  De- 
cember 27,  1887,  to  Miss  Katie  Enos,  of  Millborg, 
Benton  Township,  Berrien  County,  the  daughter 
of  Ira  and  Cornelia  Enos.  Mr.  and  Mra.  Boeliui 
have  one  daughter,  Norva.  A  Democrat  in  his 
political  belief,  Mr.  Boehm  has  never  accepted  offi- 
cial honoi-s,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  to 
his  buiiness.     In  all  the  relationsoE  life,sociaUnd 
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commercial,  his  cai-eei-  lias  ever  been  marked  by  a 
liigli  standni'd  of  integrity,  and  tlic  success  wbicli 
has  crowned  his  well-conducted  efforts  has  been 
earned  by  the  application  of  honorable  principles 
to  all  his  transactions. 


;-  ^«i#SB-*-t«-ii®^i^< 


^^EORGE  E.  BISHOP.  On  Front  Street,  op- 
ijj  g—  posite  tlie  Beckwith  Memorial  Building,  in 
"^^  Dowagiac,  the  [tnsser-by  will  observe  the 
hardware  store  owned  and  managed  by  Mr.  Bishop. 
Tlie  building  has  a  frontage  of  twenty-fonr  feet 
and  a  depth  of  one  hundred  feet,  and  is  three  sto- 
riesin  height,  in  addition  to  which  a  warehouse  is 
utilized,  22x100  feet  in  dimensions,  for  a  carriage 
i-epository.  On  the  office  floor  and  second  story 
may  be  found  a  complete  assortment  of  hardware, 
tinware,  stoves  and  agiicultuial  implements,  while 
the  upper  floor  is  used  for  a  tinshop  and  storeroom. 
The  establishment  is  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  the 
county,  and  steady  employment  is  given  to  a  foree 
of  live  clerks. 

The  gentleman  whose  energy  has  secured  this 
desirable  result,  and  has  built  up  the  extensive  busi- 
ness now  conducted  under  Jiis  name,  was  Ixirn  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
1849.  His  father,  Horace  L.  Bishop,  was  born  and 
reared  in  New  York,  where  he  married  Emmaline 
Allison,  and  after  that  important  event  he  worked 
at  his  ti-ade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  in  Genesee 
County,  In  1855  became  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
now  makes  his  home.  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
rcoi-ed  a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
still  living. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Isaac  Bishop,  who  was  born  in  New  England  and 
was  twice  married,  becoming  the  father  of  twenty 
children  who  lived  to  mature  years.  During  the 
Revolutionary  War  he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of 
the  Colonies  and  served  with  valor  and  iidelity  for 
a  period  of  six  years.  With  the  army  he  endured 
all  the  horrors  of  the  winter  at  Valley  I'orge,  and 


participated  in  the  battles  of  Cowpens,  Stony  Point 
and  many  of  the  decisive  engagements  of  tlie  war. 
At  the  time  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  he  was 
six  years  old.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Hillsdale 
County,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
His  fii-st  slep  toward  self-support  was  to  secure  a 
position  as  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment  at 
Allen,  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  remained  for 
two  and  one-half  years.  I^ter  he  clerked  in  Cold- 
water,  Mich.,  for  two  and  one-half  years,  and  then, 
returning  to  Allen,  he  resumed  his  former  position 
as  clerk.  He  remained  with  his  old  employer 
about  seven  years  longer,  and  in  1881  came 
to  Dowagiac,  and  in  company  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  C.  E.  Dickinson,  bought  onl  the  firm  of  W. 
E.  Vrooman  &  Co.  After  two  yeara  the  firm  of 
Bishop  &  Dickinson  dissolved  partnership,  C. 
W.  Vrooman  buying  out  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  title 
of  the  firm  becoming  Bishop  &  Vrooman,  After 
eight  years  thus  spent  Mr.  Bishop  bought  out  Mr. 
Vrooman,  in  January,  1891,  and  has  since  con- 
ducted the  business  alone. 

In  1877  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Bishop  to 
Miss  Jennie  Dickinson,  a  sister  of  his  former  part- 
ner and  the  daughter  of  lligby  Dickinson,  a  furni- 
ture dealer  who  died  in  1876,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bishop  have  three  children:  Edith,  Mary  and 
Dickinson.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Bish- 
op has  held  the  office  of  Mayor  of  Dowagiac. 
and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education 
tor  six  years.  He  was  also  Collector  for  Allen 
Township,  Hillsdale  County,  for  several  years. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  the  Order  of  Maccabees  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 


^m  MOS  JONES,  the   owner  of    a    finely-im- 
^Ol     proved    farm   on  section    24,    La  Grange 
jll  li'    Townsliip,   Cass    County,    is    a  native  of 
^p  Ohio,  having  been  born  in  Preble  County 

on  the  13th  of  August,  1820.  He  is  of  Welsh  de- 
scent, his  great-grandfather  having  been  born  in 
Wales  and  emigrating  thence  lo  America  in  the 
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old  Colonial  days.  He  located  in  Soutli  Carolina, 
where  the  grandfather  and  father  <jE  our  subject 
were  born.  Being  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  he  took  no  part  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  but  his  sympathies  were  strongly  enlisted  on 
behalf  of  the  Colonies. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  George  Jones, 
was  a  son  of  George  and  Jane  Jones,  and  was  born 
in  South  Carolina.  A  farmer  by  occupation,  lie 
was  also  a  well-read  man  and  possessed  an  exten- 
sive knowledge  of  all  subjects  of  general  interest. 
After  his  marriage  to  Lydia  Hobson,  he  removed 
from  South  Carolina  to  Georgia,  where  he  lived 
for  a  short  time,  following  the  trade  of  a  harness 
and  saddle  manufacturer.  In  1802  he  removed  to 
Pi-eblc  County,  Ohio,  crossing  the  Ohio  River  at 
Cincinnati,  which  tlien  contained  a  solitary  log 
cabin.  Having  accumulated  some  property,  he 
came  witl)  his  horses  and  other  effects,  and  upon 
bis  arrival  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  and 
also  entered  claims  for  his  children. 

Later  Grandfather  Jones  removed  to  Butler 
County  and  located  at  Somervillc,  on  Elk  Creek, 
where  he  erected  a  large  saw  and  grist  mill  and 
also  built  the  largest  tannery  in  the  State.  He 
gave  liis  personal  attention  to  the  management  of 
all  these  enterprises,  and  was  a  man  of  splendid 
judgment  and  rare  ability,  Hts  residence  was  a 
large  brick  sU-ucture,  conveniently  arranged,  and 
supplied  with  all  the  comforte  of  life.  He  and  Lis 
wife  reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Henry,  Charles,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Lydia,  George, 
William,  Keziah,  Nathan  and  Martha,  Two  of  the 
family  died  in  infancy.  As  did  his  father,  he 
worked  actively  in  the  Quaker  Church  and  did  much 
toward  increasing  its  usefulness.  He  donated 
the  land  on  which  was  erected  a  very  large  church 
edifice. 

In  June,  1829,  Grandfather  Jones  came  to 
Michigan  and  attended  the  land  sale,  where  he 
purchased  three  thousand  a«res  on  Young's 
Prairie.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  brought 
his  family  to  this  State,  also  bringing  with  him  a 
large  drove  of  cattle  and  horses.  On  Dowagiac 
Creek  he  purchased  a  mill  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  gave  to  the  father 
of  our  subject,     Being  old  and   quite  portly,  he 


was  unable  to  walk  any  great  distance,  and  there- 
fore kept  a  carriage  and  horses  and  drove  over  his 
farms  every  day,  giving  to  their  management  his 
personal  attention.  He  died  in  1833  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  The  widow  passed  away  in 
1846, 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Henry  Jones,  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  twenty-three  yeai-s 
ot  age,  when  ho  married  Miss  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Amos  and  Esther  (Low)  Green,  Amos  Green 
was  born  in  America,  but  was  of  English  par- 
entage, and  was  a  nephew  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Green, 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  His  wife,  Esther,  was  a 
lady  of  great  culture  and  intelligence,  possessing 
a  love  for  reading  and  a  retentive  memory, 
which  enabled  her  to  store  away  in  her  mind  an 
extensive  fund  of  knowledge.  She  reached  tl*e 
advanced  age  of  ninety  and  to  the  last  retained 
her  memory  unimpaired. 

After  his  marriage  Henry  Jones  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  a  year  later  took  charge  of  the  mill 
property  mentioned  above.  During  the  remainder 
of  his  life  he  continued  in  the  milling  business 
and  also  operated  a  farm  of  eight  hundred  acres. 
Politically,  be  was  a  warm  admirer  of  Gen, 
Jackson,  and  when  he  was  elected  to  the  second 
term  as  President,  Mr.  Jones  affiliated  with  the 
Whigs,  remaining  with  that  party  until  his  death. 
His  fellow-citizens  frequently  chose  him  to  occupy 
positions  of  trust,  and  he  served  as  one  of  the 
three  County  Supervisors.  Unto  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  the  following-named  children:  Esther, 
Lydia,  Rebecca,  Elizabeth,  Amos,  Phtebe,  George, 
Hannah,  Henry,  Abigail,  Finley  and  Jesse.  The 
only  ones  now  surviving  are  Esther,  Amos,  George 
and  Finiey.  Our  subject's  father  packed  pork  in 
Cincinnati  for  three  winters  and  took  it  to  New 
Orleans  on  ilatboats. 

The  only  schooling  secured  by  our  subject  was 
in  Ohio  prior  to  the  age  of  ten,  and  his  education 
has  been  gained  principally  through  extensive 
reading.  In  1842  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  Hebron, 
who  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  February 
27,  1824,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when 
eight  years  of  age  with  her  parents,  William  and 
Sarali  (Bolmer)  Hebron.  Unto  our  subject  and 
his   wife   wore   born   nine   cliildren,   as    follows; 
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Sai'&h,  the  wife  of  Henry  Miner;  Elizabeth,  who 
mnri'ied  William  Shurle;  Hannali,  the  wife  of 
John  Ward;  Ruth,  Mi's.Tliomas  Armstrong;  Henry; 
George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
Delia,  who  married  L.  H.  Lawhcad;  William  and 
Cliai'les. 

After  having  conducted  farming  pursuits  for  a 
few  years,  Mr.  Jones  went  to  California,  in  1850, 
crossing  the  plains  to  the  far  West  in  company 
with  a  party  of  eleven  and  making  the  trip  witti 
two  wagons.  From  the  Missouri  River  ninetj' 
days  were  consumed  in  making  the  trip  to  Hang- 
town  (now  known  as  Piacervillo),  Cal.  Locating 
in  that  place,  Mr.  Jones  mined  for  six  months,  and 
vias  so  stiecessful  in  his  labors  that  he  made  about 
*3,000  in  Uve  weeks.  In  March,  1861,  he  re- 
turned home  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  New 
Orleans,  spending  forty-four  days  on  the  ocean. 
Once  more  in  Cass  County,  he  resumed  liis  farm- 
ing operations  and  also  engaged  in  milling  and 
conducted  &n  extensive  lumbering  business  for 
stiven  yeai-8.  Upon  selling  out  that  enterprise,  he 
pui-chased  four  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  com- 
prising his  present  farming  property.  He  also 
owns  large  interests  in  mines  in  I^ake  City,  Colo., 
and  m.ikes  frequent  trips  to  that  State, 


^t  BEL  W.  WELLS,  President  of    the  Wells- 
^f  t     Higman  Company,  and  also   President  of 
11  li    the  Union  Banking  Company  of  St.  Jo- 
^  seph,  is  a  native  of  Canada  and  was  born 

in  tlie  county  of  Preseott  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1840.  His  parents,  A.  W.  and  Hannah  (Cass) 
Wells,  were  also  born  in  Canada,  and  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  merchant.  In  his 
boyhood  the  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the 
common  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  Lis 
school  days  ended  and  he  afterward  assisted  his 
father  on  the  home  farm. 

Upon  starting  out   for  himself,  Mr.  Wells  was 
for  a  lime  in  the  employ  of  George  W,  Eaton.    In 


1866  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  at  Muskegon  se- 
cured employment  in  a  sawmill,  where  he  remained 
sevei-al  yeai-s.  Later  he  went  to  Belle  Plaine, 
Minn.,  and  from  there  up  to  the  head  waters  of 
the  Mississippi  River.  In  1867  and  1868  he  vis- 
ited St.  Joseph  and  was  so  favorably  impressed 
with  the  business  opportunities  presented  here  that 
he  formed  a  partnership  witli  W.  W.  Wilcox  and 
H.  C.  Ward,  under  the  title  of  A.  W.  Wells  & 
Co.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufaetui-e  of  berry 
boxes.  The  Iwsiness  is  now  conducted  under  the 
Arm  name  of  the  Wolls-Higman  Company,  of 
which  A.  W,  Wells  is  President,  and  J.  Higman, 
Jr.,  Seci-etai-y  and  Treasurer.  The  office  and  sales- 
room of  the  firm  are  located  on  State  Street,  while 
their  factory  and  ware  rooms  are  on  the  corner  of 
Water  and  Marsh  Streets.  This  is  said  to  be  the 
largest  factory  in  the  West  and  is  one  of  the  most 
prosperous. 

In  addition  to  this  enterprise  the  company  has 
a  plant  at  Greenfield,  Tenn.,  which  was  established 
in  1887;  another  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  wliich  was 
started  in  1890;  and  a  third  at  Traverse  City, 
Mich.,  in  all  of  which  fruit  baskets  and  boxes  are 
manufactured.  In  1892they  cut  nine  miilion  feet 
of  timber,  principally  Cottonwood,  basswood  and 
elm.  Mr.  Wells  is  also  intercBt«d  in  the  flrni  of 
Cooper,  Wells  &  Co.,  wliich  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  hose,  mittens,  etc.,  employing  two 
hundred  and  sixty  hands,  and  turning  out  from 
five  hundred  to  six  hundred  dozen  hose  i>er  day. 
In  connection  with  his  brother  Alphous,  our  sub- 
ject is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Her- 
man, Minn. 

When  the  Union  I>anking  Company  was  organ- 
ized in  1883,  Mr.  Wells  aided  in  the  enterprise, and 
in  March,  1893,  he  was  made  President  of  the  bank. 
They  do  a  general  banking  business,  and  he  is  well 
known  as  one  of  the  shrewd  financiers  of  western 
Michigan.  He  is  tlic  owner  of  a  finely  improved 
farm, consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
located  in  Morris, Minn„and  also  owns  the  elegant 
brick  residence  which  be  occupies,  and  which  is 
picturesquely  situated  on  the  lake  front.  A  Re- 
publican in  his  political  aRltiations,  he  has  been 
chosen  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  occupy  various  po- 
sitions of  trust  and  honor.     .For  two  years    be 
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served  as  Sujjervisor  of  St.  Joseph,  and  for  three 
years  he  was  a  member  ot  the  School  Board.  In  his 
social  connections  he  is  identified  with  St.  Joseph 
iMdge  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  M. 

January  28,  1H68,  occurred  the  niarriage  of  A. 
W.  Wells  with  Miss  Melvina  11.  Gates,  of  L'Orignal, 
Canada,  and  Ihe  daughter  of  James  O.  and  Eliza 
(Jates.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  have  three  children, 
all  of  whom  arc  at  home:  Cornelia  K.,  James  Og- 
dcn  and  Clara.  In  social  circles  of  St.  Joseph  this 
family  is  well  known  and  highly  regarded,  and 
their  position  is  among  the  ioremost  people  of  their 
conununity. 


^jp^RANCIS  JORDAN.     In  the  peiui 


.1  of  this 
(t^l  volume  the  reader   is   doubtless 
JJ^  with  the  fact  that  it  is  not  accidisnt  lliat 

helt>8  a  man  in  the  world,  but  persistent  energy 
and  unceasing  industry.  The  life  of  Francis  Jor- 
dan affords  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  he  who 
isslievl  to  discern  opportnuities  and  quick  to 
sci^e  tl  cm  w  11  attain  a  high  place  in  the  regard 
ot  1  s  fello  y  men.  A  laborious,  painstaking  man, 
1  0  1 1  bee  a  life  of  diligence,  ambition,  honor 
ads  cess  and  now  as  the  sun  of  time  is  sinking 
towi  1  tl  e  1  orizon  ot  eternity,  he  is  spending  his 
days  qnietly  and  happily,  somewhat  retired  from 
the  active  business  cares  that  thronged  other  years. 
His  home  is  in  St.  Joseph,  where  for  a  long  time 
he  was  prominently  connected  with  the  finances  of 
the  city  as  an  inluential  and  successful  banker. 

Mr.  Jordan  is  a  native  of  the  Island  of  Heligo- 
land, in  the  North  Sea,  which  is  now  a  part 
of  the  German  Empire.  lie  was  bovn  on  the  6th 
of  February,  1814,  being  the  son  of  Carson  and 
Anna  Elizabeth  (Franc)  Jordan.  The  father  was  a 
fisher  and  general  trader,  who  lived  on  the  island 
until  his  death.  Francis  Jordan  passed  his  boy- 
hood days  in  an  uneventful  manner  in  the  land  of 
his  birth,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  a 
ship-carpenter.  Into  that  far-away  island  there 
frequently  came  glowing  reports  of   the  fortunes 


awaiting  emigrants  from  the  Old  World,  and  Mr. 
Jordan  in  his  young  manhood,  with   the  strength 

and  ambition  of  youth,  determined  to  cross  the 
broad  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  seek  a  home  and 
fortune  in  the  land  beyond  the  seas. 

When  he  was  iiinteen  years  old,  he  went  to  sea 
as  ship-cai'penter.  The  vessel  on  which  he  sailed 
was  foundered  off  the  coast  of  France,  and  the 
crew  was  taken  to  London  by  an  American  ship, 
and  in  that  great  city  Mr.  Jordan  arrived  penni- 
less among  strangers.  He  was  hired  to  serve  he- 
fore  the  mast  on  a  British  vessel,  the  "Ann,  of 
London,"  until  he  ooufd  save  enough  money  to 
buy  new  tools,  after  which  he  hired  as  ship-carpen- 
ter, and  followed  the  sea  for  about  five  years. 

Our  subject  came  to  America  in  1838,  starting 
from  Liverpool.  While  on  this  journey,  the  ves- 
sel went  ashore,  but  finally  reached  New  York, 
where  our  subject  followed  the  occupation  of  ship- 
carpenter  for  five  years.  Removing  from  New 
York  to  Chicago  in  1844,  he  embarked  in  his 
chosen  occupation,  and  for  twenty  yeare  worked 
at  ship-building,  meantime  building  a  dry  dock 
between  Van  Buren  and  Harrison  Streets,  in  1852, 
and  filling  other  imjiortant  contracts.  He  built 
two  vessels  in  front  of  the  old  Lake  House,  and 
also  the  boat  "Favorite,"  which  is  still  in  service. 
He  was  Marine  Inspector  for  the  district  of  Chi- 
cago, in  1864  he  came  to  St.  Joseph  and,  pur- 
chasing a  mill,  operated  it  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  connection  with  Henry  M.  Zekind,  in  August, 
1882,  he  organized  the  Union  Banking  Company, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  President,  and  continued 
to  fill  that  honored  position  until  his  retirement 
from  business  in  March,  1893.  However,  lie  still 
retains  his  tanking  interests,  and  is  one  of  the  in- 
fluential financiers  of  St.  Joseph. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Jordan  occurred  May  21, 
1840,  in  New  York  City,  and  united  him  witli 
Miss  Anna  A.  Lemon,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Lydia  (Asten)  Lemon.  Eight  children  were  born 
of  the  union,  ot  whom  Frank,  Charles,  Alfred  and 
ft  diiughter  unnamed  are  deceased.  James  is  a 
resident  ot  Chicago;  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  Capt. 
John  11.  Lee,  a  well-known  real-estate  man  resid- 
ing in  Benton  Harbor;  Orville  lias  been  Cashier  of 
the  Union  Banking  Company   of   St.  Joseph   since 
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its  organization;  and  George  Ira  completes  the 
family.  In  politics,  Mr.  Jordan  was  originally  a 
Whig,  and  then  a  Republican,  but  now  votes  in- 
dependently. He  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Prohi- 
bitionists, and  believes  in  commercial  freedom. 
Although  lie  commenced  in  business  with  no 
means,  he  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  property, 
and  is  now  tlie  owner  of  a  number  of  lots  in  8t. 
Josepti,  including  a  handsome  residence  on  one 
of  its  principal  streets,  as  well  as  real  estate  in 
Chicago. 

In  i-eviewing  the  life  and  career  of  Mr.  Jordan, 
we  find  a  man  whose  every  business  act  has  been 
guided  by  the  strictest  integrity  of  character,  and 
it  is  said  of  him  that  his  word  has  always  been 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  is  a  man  en- 
dowed with  strong  common-sense,  and  takes  a 
practical  view  of  the  affairs  of  life,  being  clear- 
headed, and  now  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-nine 
he  talks  with  great  logic  and  fluency  upon  subjects 
of  social,  business  and  national  interest.  He  is  a 
frequent  speaker  in  the  church,  and  his  sermons  and 
political  speeches  have  always  been  characterized 
by  logical  reasoning,  as  well  as  being  pleasing 
and  eloquent  in  their  delivery. 

Mr.  Jordan  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which 
he  has  been  identified  since  1842.  For  many  years 
he  has  filled  the  positions  of  Trustee  and  Class- 
leader  In  the  church,  and  is  one  of  the  most  gen- 
erous contributors  to  its  support. 


-^^)t'*(s:^^^^« 


Jl^  H.  GOODENOUGH.  In  tracing  the  gen- 
IJ)  ealogy  of  the  Goodenough  family  in 
^  America,  we  find  that  the  fii-st  settlers  came 
from  England  and  located  in  Rhode  Is- 
land. The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joel  Good- 
enough,  was  bom  in  that  State,  but  at  an  early 
date  moved  to  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.  He 
was  then  but  a  small  boy,  and  he  grew  to  manhood 
there,  married  and  reared  a  good-sized  family. 
His  son  Joseph,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 


Chenango  County,  May  15,  1810,  and  was  there 
reared   and  educated.     He    was    married    in    that 

county  to  Miss  Mary  Tice,  a  native  of  Montgom- 
ery County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  October,  1811,  and 
the  daugiiter  of  Daniel  Tice,  of  New  York. 

After  marriage,  Joseph  Goodenough  and  wife 
resided  in  Chenango  County  for  some  time,  and  in 
1846  made  their  way  to  Michigan,  settling  on  sec- 
tion 21,  Volinia  Township.  This  was  all  wild 
timber-land,  and  in  the  woods,  amid  an  almost  un- 
broken wilderness,  Mr.  Goodenough  erected  a  log 
cabin,  in  wJiich  he  and  his  family  resided  until 
1852,  when  a  substanti.il  frame  building  was 
erected.  Jlucli  time  was  spent  in  clearing  the 
land  of  the  heavy  timber  that  covered  it,  but  Mr. 
Goodenough  was  iMsrsevering  and  soon  had  his 
f.-irm  in  good  sliape.  In  the  winter  of  18.^3  he 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Center  Township,  on  the 
same  section,  lie  improved  this  place,  erected 
the  buildings  now  occupied  by  his  grandson 
Italph,  and  liere  jMtssed  the  closing  scenes  of  his 
life.  His  death  occuired  In  October,  1871.  and 
his  wife  received  her  final  summons  in  the  spring 
of  1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
four  of  whom  grew  to  mature  jeai-s  and  two  besides 
our  subject  are  now  living:  Kelsey  and  Chauncy. 
Mr.  and  Mre.  Goodenough  held  membership  in  the 
Advent  Church. 

Like  many  of  the  prominentmen  of  the  county, 
our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Kmpire  State,  born 
in  Chenango  Counly  June  26,  1830.  Ho  re- 
mained in  his  native  (State  and  attended  school 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  in  which  State  for  two  win- 
ters he  attended  the  district  school.  When  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  started  out  for  himself,  and 
his  first  venture  was  to  buy  laud  in  Volinia  Town- 
ship. On  the  22d  of  Febrnary,  1863,  ho  was  mar- 
ried in  Illinois  to  Miss  Amanda  Churchill,  a  na- 
tive of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  born  Mai-cii  14, 
I84I,and  the  daughter  of  David  ChuiThill,  of  De- 
Kalb  County,  III. 

Returning  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  aft«r  his  mar- 
riage, our  subject  settled  on  section  27,  where  he 
cleared  forty  acres.  Later  be  moved  to  the  farm 
on  which  A.  Brown  now  lives,  cleared  a  part  of 
this,  and  in  about  1871  moved  to  his  present  prop^ 
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ertv-  His  estate  now  includes  one  liundred  and 
ten  acres,  after  deeding  forty  acres  to  liis  son,  and 
is  in  a  fine  state  ot  eultivation.  His  fine  residence, 
bnilt  in  1882  at  a  cost  of  $1,600,  is  of  tliebestcon- 
stniction  and  modern  design.  He  hdS  been  engaged 
exclnsively  in  farming,  and  everything  about  liis 
place  indicates  to  the  beholder  that  he  is  progress- 
ive and  thorougli-going.  To  his  marriage  have 
been  born  six  children:  Oscar,  who  married  Miss 
Inez  Huff;  Cora,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edwin 
roucliett;  Fred;  Delia,  wife  of  Coit  Miner;  Verna 
and  Murl. 

Mr.  Goodenougli  is  a  member  of  the  Latter-Day 
Haints  denomination,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  it. 
lie  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
lie  has  been  Junior  Warden,  and  he  was  also  a  mem- 
ber  ot  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Ac- 
tive in  politics,  he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Review.  His  children  have  all  received 
good  district-school  educations.  Mr.  Goodenough's 
bratlier.  Nelson  li.,  deceased,  was  prominent  in  lo- 
cal politics,  and  held  tlie  office  of  Road  Commis- 
sioner, Justice  of  the  Peace,  etc.  The  other  brother, 
Chauncy,  held  the  office  of  Township  Clerk.  Mrs. 
Goodenough's  brother,  0.  C.  Chui-chill,  of  Chica- 
oo,  is  a  prominent  lawyer  and  has  his  office  at  No. 
124  Dearborn  Street. 


RVING  V.  SHERMAN,  a  well-known  citizen 
and  excellent  business  man,  has  for  the  past 
111  thirty  yeare  successfully  engaged  in  the  jewelry 
trade  in  Cassopolis,  Cass  County,  Mich.  He  has 
also  been  the  popular  local  agent  of  the  Amer- 
ican Express  Co.  for  a  period  of  twenty-one 
years,  since  1891  has  likewise  represented  the  Na- 
tional Express  Co.,  and  for  eleven  years  has  been 
the  Manager  of  the  Western  Union  Telegi'aph  of- 
fice of  Cassopolis.  Sustaining  the  most  pleasant 
and  profitable  relatione  with  tlie  several  corpora- 
tions, our  subject  has  also  through  his  prompt  and 


courteous  service  given  great  satisfaction  to  the 
general  public.  Mr.  Sherman  has  spent  almost  his 
entire  life  within  the  limits  of  Cass  County,  in 
which  part  of  Michigan  he  was  born  October  6, 
1840.  I.  V.  was  the  fourth  of  seven  children 
born  unto  Elias  IJ.  and  Sarah  (Silver)  Sherman. 
The  father,  a  native  of  New  York  State  and  born 
in  1803.  was  therefore  in  the  prime  of  manhood 
when,  in  about  1830,  he  emigrated  from  his  child- 
hood home  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Cassopolis, 
of  which  thriving  village  ho  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers,  being  counted  among  the  most  enterpris- 
ing pioneer  citizens. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Silver,  bom  amid  the  granite  hills  of  New 
Hampshire.  Mr.  Sherman  made  his  home  in  the 
West  in  1830.  and.a  self-educated  man  with  an  am- 
bitious desire  to  adopt  a  profession,  decided  to 
study  law.  He  attended  the  State  University  at 
Ann  Arbor,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Mich- 
igan in  about  1828.  He  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  with  Alexander  Redfield,  the  partner- 
ship profitably  continuing  many  years.  Mr.  Sher- 
man, after  a  long  life  of  busy  usefulness,  passed 
tiway  in  tlie  fall  of  1889,  age<l  eighty-seven  years. 
The  venerable  jnotlier  of  Mr.  Sherman,  yet  surviv- 
ing, is  eighty-six  years  old.  1.  V.  Sherman  re- 
ceived the  benefit  of  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  when  sixteen  yeai-s  of  age  began  to 
learn  his  trade  as  a  iiractical  jeweler.  In  1860  he 
bought  a  half-interest  in  a  jewelry  store  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind.,  but  after  two  years  devoted  to  his  trade 
there  he  returned  to  Cassopolis,  and  in  1868  went 
to  California  and  there  pursued  his  profession  for 
two  years.  Later  he  returned  to  Cassopolis  and 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  business,  the  cares  of  which 
he  has  shared  with  his  work  as  express  and  tele- 
graph agent. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Ancient  Fi-ee  &  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, and  is  a  member  of  Backus  Lodge  No. 
55.  Since  1874  he  has  been  associated  with 
Kingsbury  Chapter  No.  78,  and  is  also  one  of  the 
twelve  Knights  Templar  of  Niles  Commandery. 
Mr.  Sherman  has  been  one  of  the  efficient  members 
of  the  City  Board  of  Trustees,  and  has  given  faith- 
ful service  in  behalf  of  local  progress  and  iraprove- 
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mente.  Our  subject  was  manied  in  1861  to  Miss 
Diantha  Allen,  of  Elkhart,  Intl.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Sherman  were  residents  of  Kew  York  State, 
and  there  she  was  reared  and  educated.  The  esti- 
mable wife  bore  our  subject  a  family,  of  whom  two 
children  survive  to  mourn  their  mother's  death,  in 
1879.  The  two  daughters  of  Mr.  Sherman  are 
Ellen  E.,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  now  a  resident  of 
Dallas,  Tex.;  and  Mildred  A.  Sherman,  pursuing 
her  studies  in  the  Normal  College  at  Ypsilanti, 
Mich.  No  man  in  Cass  County  is  betterknown  or 
more  higlity  regarded  than  1.  V.  Sherman,  who 
justly  commands  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a 
host  of  friends. 


,^^^E0R(;E  miller.  Amongtlie  attorneys  of 
fl j  (=,  Benton  Harbor  prominent  mention  should 
^^^  be  made  of  Mr.  Miller,  who  for  many  years 
has  conducted  an  extensive  practice  in  the  various 
courts.  His  legal  experience  has  been  varied  and 
has  extended  over  a  long  period,  so  that  he  lias 
gained  a  broad  knowledge  of  every  phase  of  the 
law.  In  all  the  positions  of  honor  to  which  he 
has  been  called,  he  has  served  with  efficiency  and 
won  the  golden  meed  of  praise  from  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

The  Miller  family  originated  in  England,  whence 
some  of  its  representatives  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Virginia  during  the  eaily  years  of 
its  history.  Frederick  Miller,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, enlisting  with  a  regiment  from  his  native 
State,  the  Old  Dominion.  Jacob  F.Miller,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  born  in  Sevier  County,  Tenn.,  and 
during  the  second  war  with  England,  enlisted  in 
the  defense  of  the  United  States,  serving  with  valor 
until  peace  was  declared.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, Dicy  (Weaver)  Miller,  was  born  in  Virginia 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Matthias  Weaver,  a  native 
of  the  Old  Dominion  and  a  descendant  of  English 
ancestors. 

Mr,  Miller  spent  his  boyhood  in  Ohio,  where  he 


was  born  in  Preble  County,  August  21,  1830.  He 
gained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  tlie  com- 
mon schools,  and  later  spent  one  year  at  the 
Waynesville  Academy,  located  at  Waynesvillc, 
Ohio.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  entered 
Antioch  College,  but  did  not  remain  until  the 
completion  of  his  collegiate  course.  His  literary 
education  concluded,  he  commenced  to  read  law 
under  the  preceptoi-ship  of  Ebenezer  Parsons,  oE 
Troy,  Ohio,  and  after  reading  Jilackstone  and 
Coke  for  some  time,  he  passed  the  required  ex- 
amination and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar 
of  the  State  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  Superior  Court 
July  12,  1852.  He  opened  an  ottice  in  P^alon, 
Ohio,  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  re- 
mained there  until  1859.  Removing  iu  December, 
1859,  to  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  Mr.  Miller 
embarked  in  legal  practice  and  very  soon  became 
favorably  known  as  an  attorney.  In  Mareh,  1860. 
at  Cassopolis,  ho  was  admitted  to  the  Itar  of  Mich- 
igan, and  subsequently  admitted  in  Grand  Rapids 
to  practice  in  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of 
the  United  Stales,  About  1874  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  several  courts  of  Illinois. 

In  the  year  1884  he  went  to  St.  Joseph,  and  a 
year  later  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  ho  lias  con- 
ducted a  general  practice  up  to  the  present  time. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  filled  var- 
ious positions  where  ability  and  good  judgment 
were  necessary,  and  has  rendered  efficient  and  sat- 
isfactory service  at  every  post  of  duty.  He  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Cass  County,  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  of  that  otilee  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1868,  and  continuing  in  that  capacity 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  of  two 
years.  In  1890  lie  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
but  by  virtue  of  the  new  city  charter  only  jieid 
office  one  year,  and  then  by  re-election  served  two 
years  longer. 

During  the  Rebellion, Mr.  Miller  was  one  oC  the 
brave  men  who  volunteered  in  the' service  of  the 
Union.  In  1862  lie  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany L,  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  mus- 
tered in  and  served  as  Captain  of  his  company, 
which  was  incorporated  in  the  Army  of  the  Ohio. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant engagements  of  the  war,apd  was  woundei^ 
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at  the  battle  of  Lexington,  Ky.  March  12,  1865. 
At  the  close  of  Uie  war,  lie  was  must«ied  out  of 
the  service  at  Kiioxville,Tenn., and  retumcd  to  his 
home  with  a  record  as  a  soldier  of  which  his  fam- 
ily and  friends  might  well  be  proud.  The  com- 
mand to  which  Capt.  Miller  belonged  was  actively 
engaged  during  its  years  of  service.  Among  the 
notable  instances  in  which  the  regiment  bore  a 
part  were  the  campaign  after  Geo.  John  Mor- 
gan through  Ohio,  and  Sherman's  march  tlirough 
Georgia;  they  also  took  part  in  the  battle  at  Bean's 
Station,  besides  about  seventeen  other  engage- 
ments. Our  subject  now  holds  membership  in 
George  11.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  K. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1871,  occurred  the  mai-- 
riage  of  Mr.  Miller  and  Miss  Josephine  Wood, 
who  prior  to  her  marriage  resided  in  ISerrien 
Springs.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Warren  Wood,  of 
that  place.  Mr.  Miller  and  liis  excellent  wife  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Maude  and  Wendell. 
The  latter  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1893  from 
the  Benton  Harbor  High  School. 


=1^ 


ORCENUS  HULBLIllD,  Jit.,  was  born  in  Col- 
I  Chester,  Chittenden  County,  Vt.,  on  the  23d 
ot  July,  1821,  and  died  at  his  home  in  15en- 
ton  Harbor  November  19,  1883,  at  the  age  of 
three-score  and  two  years.  The  record  of  his  hon- 
orable lite  is  one  which  his  friends  may  review 
with  pride,  and  as  an  early  settler  and  influential 
citizen  of  Berrien  County  his  name  should  be 
perpetuated  through  the  generations  yet  to  come. 
Through  his  entire  life  he  maintained  the  high 
principles  of  honor,  energy  and  industry  to  which 
he  was  real  ed,  and  which  secured  for  him  the  large 
measure  of  success  tliat  crowned  his  exertions. 

Our  subject  was  the  son  of  Orcenus  and  I>arecey 
(Allen)  Ilulburd,  the  latter  having  been  the  first 
female  child  born  in  the  town  of  Colchester,  Vt. 
In  the  Green  Mountain  State  he  passed  his  child- 
hood yeai-s  and  gained  a  fair  education  in  the 
district  schools.     Upon  completing  his  studies,  he 


served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter and  followed  that  occupation  in  Vermont  for 
a  number  of  years.  During  the  great  gold  excite- 
ment he  was  one  of  the  number  who  made  the 
journey  to  the  far  West,  seeking  fortune  in  the 
mines  of  the  Golden  State.  After  remaining  in 
California  for  three  years,  he  returned  to  the  East, 
in  1855,  and  made  settlement  in  I^onidas,  St.  Jo- 
seph County,  Mich.,  where  lie  embarked  in  the 
milling  business,  continuing  in  that  occupation 
for  five  years. 

Coming  to  Benton  Harbor  in  I860,  Mr.  Hulburd 
was  identified  with  the  early  history  of  this  vil- 
lage and  was  one  of  its  influential  men.  Many  of 
the  first  buildings  erected  here  were  his  workman- 
ship and  some  of  them  are  still  standing.  In  ad- 
dition to  cariwnter  work,  he  also  took  contracts 
(or  buildings,  and  became  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  successful  contractors  in  southwestern  Mich- 
igan. He  continued  actively  engaged  in  business 
until  his  demise.  In  1862  he  engaged  in  building 
docks  for  the  Government  in  the  vicinity  of  Lit- 
tle Hock,  Ark.  In  politics  a  Democrat,  he  was 
always  intfii-ested  in  public  matters  and  was  well 
informed  upon  all  subjects  of  general  interest. 
He  was  a  member  of  tlie  first  School  Board  of  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  and  through  his  energy  mueli  was  ac- 
complished to  promote  the  standard  of  education 
in  the  viUage. 

On  the  -iCith  of  December,  1850,  Mr.  Hulburd 
married  Miss  Nancy  A.  Kidd.  She  was  born  in 
Highgate,  Vt.,  November  3,  1823,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Margaret  (Hand)  Kidd, 
natives  of  England.  Mr.  Kidd  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  first  in  Vermont  and 
then  in  Rochester,  N.  Y..  where  he  carried  on  mill- 
ing fourteen  yeai-s.  From  Rochester  he  went 
back  to  Colchester,  Vt..  lived  there  ten  years,  then 
came  West  to  Leonidas,  St.  Joseph  County,  Midi., 
in  June,  1852.  He  owned  a  flouring  and  saw  mill, 
there  and  considerable  landed  estate.  He  finally 
moved  to  White  Pigeon  and  there  died.  His 
father,  Joseph  Kidd,  was  a  Baptist  minister  in  Ver- 
mont and  the  western  part  of  New  York  SUto. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs,  Hulburd.  Samuel 
Hand  by  name,  was  a  native  of  England.  Accom- 
panying   her    parents    to    Rochester,  N.  Y.,  when 
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a  child 


I,  Mrs.  Huiburd  was  reared  and  educated  in 
that  city.  She  was  the  only  daughter  among 
eleven  children,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  two  children,  David  K.,  a  resident  of 
Water  Valley,  Miss.;  and  Margaret  L.,  wife  of  Joseph 
Wright,  of  Milwaukee.  In  her  home  in  the  Hui- 
burd Block  Mrs.  Huiburd  is  surrounded  by  every 
comfort  which  can  contribute  to  the  happiness  of 
life,.and  she  is  highly  regarded  by  the  people  of 
the  city. 


S^DGAR  A.JACKS.  In  the  several  depart- 
11^!  mentsof  the  paper  manufacturing  industry, 
l*'—^'  Niles  holds  a  position  of  special  prominence 
among  the  leading  cities  of  southwestern  Michi- 
gan. Two  of  its  most  important  manufactories 
are  tlie  OUio  Paper  Company  and  the  Niles  Paper 
Mill  Company,  of  both  of  which  Mr.  Jacks  is  Sec- 
retary. While  the  two  plants  are  separate,  they 
are  conducted  under  the  same  management,  and 
the  machinery  is  of  the  latest  and  most  highly  ap- 
proved designs,  being  impelled  by  three  large  Cor- 
liss engines  and  having  fifteen  immense  boilers. 
The  fuel  used  ia  crude  petroleum,  and  steam  is  the 
motive  power.  Steady  employment  is  given  to  a 
force  of  two  hundred  men  in  all  the  departments. 
The  Niles  Paper  Company  manufactures  wrapping 
paper  of  every  kind,  and  the  Ohio  Paper  Company 
makes  a  specialty  of  plain  and  fancy  cardboard. 

Our  readcra  wilt  be  interested  in  learning  some- 
thing concerning  the  life  of  the  man  to  whom  the 
success  of  these  enterprises  is  largely  due.  Edgar 
A.  Jacks  was  born  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
February  23,  1851.  His  father,  Alexander  A., 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1871  and  located  in  Niles.  Here  he  estab- 
lished a  mill  on  the  dam  of  the  St.  Joseph  River 
iminediately  above  the  city.  This  was  incorpora- 
ted under  the  name  of  the  Niles  Paper  Mill  Com- 
pany and  was  under  his  immediate  personal  super- 
vision from  the  time  it  was  established  until  the 
date  of  his  death  in  1887,  his  specialty  meantime 
being  the  manufacture  of  wrapping  pap<^r.     His   | 


wife,  Sarah  A.  (Sparling)  Jacks,  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State  and  died  in  Niles. 

In  the  city  of  Milwaukee  our  subject  gained  the 
rudiments  of  his  education,  which  were  afterward 
supplemented  by  attendance  at  the  Janosville 
schools  and  a  private  school  taught  by  Rev.  John 
Durling.  At  Janesville,  Wis.,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  jeweler  and  followed  tliat  business  in  Niles  for 
a  short  time.  In  1873  he  entered  the  paper  mill 
to  assist  his  father  as  book-keeper  and  secretary,  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  until  the  death  of  his 
father,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
Niles  Paper  Mill  Company.  In  1890  he  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  that  mill,  although  he  was  still 
retained  as  secretary  of  the  company.  During  the 
ensuing  year  he  became  interested  in  both  the 
Niles  and  Ohio  companies  and  has  since  filled  the 
position  of  Secretary.  He  is  also  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  new  mills  at  Allegan,  Mich.,  of  which 
he  is  Treasurer,  and  which  manufacture  wrapping 
paper  exclusively. 

Aside  from  his  business,  Mr.  Jacks  has  other  in- 
terests that  are  important.  He  is  Director  in  the 
Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Niles  and  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  this 
city.  Politically  he  is  Arm  in  his  adherence  to 
the  platform  adopted  by  tlie  Republican  party.  A 
very  important  event  in  his  life  was  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  October  13,  1875,  and  united  him 
with  Miss  Carrie  H.  Mallett,  of  Niles.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  -Jacks  have  five  children.  With  his  wife,  our 
subject  holds  membership  in  the  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Vestryman. 


PR.  HIRAM  W.  RAY.  PTOminent  among  the 
professional  men  of  Berrien  County  stands 
the  name  of  this  popular  and  successful 
dentist  of  St.  Joseph.  Both  in  professional  and 
social  circles  he  occupies  a  position  of  influence, 
and  his  reputation  as  a  skillful  dentist  is  by  no 
means  limited  to  St.  Joseph,  for  his  patrons  come 
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for  many  miles  around.  While  ho  lias  resided  in 
Michi'fftn  for  many  yeara,  he  is  not  a  native  of  this 
State,'but  was  bom  in  La  Fayette  County,  Wis.,  in 
the  city  of  Darlington,  the  date  of  his  birth  being 
March  4,  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  Joiin  and  Lucy 
(VVentworth)  Ray- 

During  the  year  1823,  when  adventurous  pio- 
neei-s  from  Eosteni  States  were  seeking  liomes  in 
the  new  West,  John  Ray  removed  from  Virginia, 
the  State  of  liis  birth,  and  going  to  St.  Louis  pro- 
ceeded via  boat  to  Galena,  111.,  where  he  made  set- 
tlement. For  thi-ec  years  following  his  arrival  he 
was  employed  in  the  lead  mines  ot  Galena,  but  at 
tlie  expiration  of  that  time  lie  removed  to  Willow 
Spiings,  Wis.,  and  from  tliere  went  to  Darlington. 
He  was  a  man  of  scrupnlons  honesty,  whose  cliar- 
acter  was  above  reproach,  and  who  in  all  tlie  affairs 
of  life  displayed  the  qualities  of  true  geutleman- 
linesa  and  honor.  Near  Galena,  1 11.,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Wentworlh,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  Wentworth.  She  died  in  1865,  and  he 
is  also  deceased.  Tliey  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
six  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood 
yeai«at  Darlington  and  in  Hie  vicinity  of  that  place. 
After  having  eoniplet^d  the  studies  of  tlie  common 
schools  he  entered  Albion  College,  at  Albion,  Dane 
County,  Wis.,  and  pmsecuted  liis  studies  in  that 
institution  for  some  time.  On  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, 1865,  lie  went  to  Galena,  III.,  and  there 
entered  the  dental  oflice  of  Dr.  James  Brown,  with 
whom  lie  gained  the  rudimentary  knowledge  of 
his  profession.  Later  he  entered  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College  and  remained  in  that  institution 
one  year. 

Opening  an  office  at  Bellevue,  Iowa,  Dr.  Ray 
conducted  a  general  practice  there  for  a  period  of 
three  years.  Meantime,  in  1872,  he  married  Miss 
Isabella,  daughter  of  William  T.  Wynkoop,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  and  for  many  yeare  a  leading 
merchant  of  Bellevue.  Mrs.  Ray  was  born  in 
Bellevue,  Iowa.  Dr.  and  Mi-s.  Ray  have  a  family 
of  three  children,  namely:  William  H.  and  Law- 
rence F.,  who  are  assisting  their  father  in  the  of- 
fice; and  Kittie  lielle.  It  is  nol  as  the  result  of 
luck  or  accident   that    the  Doctor  has  attained  a 


position  of  prominence  in  the  city  and  county, 
he  having  located  in  St.  Joseph  in  November,  1875, 
but  what  he  is  may  be  attributed  directly  to  his 
patient  exercise  of   industry  and  sound  common- 

Dr.  Ray  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  prefer- 
ences and  has  occupied  positions  of  trust,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  oHice  of  Alderman 
and  City  Recorder.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
Occidental  Lodge  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Calvin  Brit- 
tain  Chapter  No.  52;  Niles  Commandery  No.  12, 
K,  T.;and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
His  residence,  a  beautiful  frame  structure,  modern 
in  architecture  and  elegant  in  its  exterior  appoint- 
ments, is  situated  on  Wisconsin  Avenue  and  is  one 
of  the  finest  houses  in  the  city.  In  their  religious 
belief  Dr.  Itay  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  are  active  in  all 
the  enterprises  originated  and  carried  on  by  that 
denomination.  Dr.  Ray  is  a  member  of  the  Mich- 
igan Surgical  and  Dental  Association,  and  is  rec- 
ognized as  among  the  prominent  men  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Michigan. 


€,  HARLES  CHRISTENSEN.  Prominent 
among  the  business  men  of  Benton  Harbor 
f  stands  the  name  of  Mr.  Christcnsen,  who  is 
engaged  here  In  the  manufacture  of  pressed  brick 
and  tile,  and  ia  also  a  dealer  in  ice.  Although  this 
enterprise  in  of  comparatively  recent  inception,  the 
accurate  system  upon  which  the  business  is  con- 
ducted, and  the  close  attention  paid  to  every  de- 
tail connected  with  the  work,  have  combined  to 
produce  most  satisfactory  results,  and  it  may  truly 
be  said  that  the  manufactory  forms  one  of  the 
most  gi-atifying  examples  of  success  among  the 
industries  of  Berrien  County. 

A  native  of  Denmark,  our  subject  was  born 
April  22,  1851,  and  is  tlie  son  of  Christian  Chris- 
tensen.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  the  laud  of 
the  Danes,  spent  his  entire  life  there  and  followed 
the    occupation    of    a   contractor.     After   leaving 
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school  Charles  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  at 
which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years, 
receiving  his  board  but  no  money  for  his  services. 
When  he  reached  his  majority,  realizing  that  Amer- 
ica offered  better  opportunities  tlian  his  native 
land,  he  determined  to  emigrate  hither  and  estab- 
lish his  home  in  the  land  of  the  free. 

Accordingly,  in  1873,  Mr.  Christensen  look  pas- 
sage on  an  American-bound  vessel,  and  after  the 
ship  cast  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  Yorlt  ho 
cnrae  direct  from  that  place  to  Michigan  and  lo- 
cated in  St.  Joseph,  reaching  thatcitj  with  twenty 
cents  in  his  pocket  There  he  at  once  commenced 
to  work  on  a  farm,  and  later  secured  employment 
on  a  railroad,  where  he  worked  for  a  short  time. 
In  1876  he  engaged  at  his  trade  of  a  cooper,  which 
he  conducted  in  St.  Joseph  for  two  years.  Tiience 
he  removed  to  Bainbridge,  Berrien  County,  and 
embarked  in  business  as  a  manufacturer  of  staves, 
at  the  same  time  following  the  cooper's  trade  for 
six  years. 

In  1887,  Mr.  Christensen  organized  the  Itenton 
Harbor  Pickle  &  Vinegar  Company  and  served  as 
its  Vice-President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  for 
four  years.  He  then  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
that  enterprise  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate  bus- 
iness, and  also  as  a  dealer  in  ice,  in  both  of  which 
he  is  still  interested.  His  attention,  however,  is  nec- 
essarily largely  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of 
pressed  brick  and  tile,  in  which  he  carries  on  a 
large  and  profitable  business.  By  nature  and  train- 
ing he  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  a  successful  business 
career,  and  undoubtedly  he  will  attain  a  place 
among  the  foremost  business  men  of  southwest- 
ern Michigan. 

While  he  devotes  his  attention  principally  to 
the  details  of  his  business.  Mr,  Christensen  keeps 
well  informed  concerning  affairs  of  local  import- 
ance and  the  general  issues  of  the  day.  In  poli- 
tics he  favors  Protection  and  gives  his  influence 
and  l)allot  to  aid  the  Republican  party.  He  and 
his  wife  have  a  comfortable  home  on  Morton  Ave- 
nue, where  they  hospitably  receive  and  entertain 
their  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  Mrs.  Chris- 
tensen was  in  maidenliood  Louisa  Butzbach,  and 
is  of  German  pai'entage.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Philip  II.  Butzbach,  and  was  born  in  Bainbridge 


Township,  March  27,  1880,  becoming  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  They  had  one  child  born  to  them 
which  died  in  infancy.  In  their  religious  belief 
they  are  devoted  members  of  tlie  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  with  which  they  are  actively  identi- 
fied. 


IIINEAS  PEARL  was  numbered  among  the 
1  enterprising  pioneer  citizens  of  Michigan, 
and  from  1840  until  the  time  of  his  death 
was  intimately  associated  with  the  growth 
and  pragressive  intei-ests  of  Berrien  County.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Pearl  were  natives  of  Wales,  but 
early  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  made 
their  home  in  New  Kngland.  Vermont  was  the  birth- 
place of  our  subject,  and  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State  he  was  reared  and  educated, and  on  arriving  at 
mature  years  married  Miss  Fannie  Hatch,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Josiah  Hatch,  who  faithfully  served  seven 
years  in  the  Continental  army  during  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Josiah  Hatch,  by  birth  an  Eng- 
lishman, detested  King  George  thoroughly,  exhib- 
iting bis  allegiance  to  his  adopted  country  in  the 
most  pronounced  fashion.  He  celebrated  the  4lh 
of  July  in  an  especially  enthusiastic  manner,  and, 
a  man  of  broad  intelligence  and  force  of  character, 
was  a  prominent  and  highly -respected  citizen. 
Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  who  were  in  order  of  their  birth: 
Lewis  W.;  Warren  H.;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Jack- 
way,  deceased;  James;  Adaline,  widow  of  Selden 
Hill,  residing  near  Benton  Harbor;  and  George  a 
citizen  of  Harper,  Kan. 

Mr.  Pearl  emigrated  with  his  wife  and  family 
to  Michigan  in  1833  or  1834,  at  which  time  most 
of  the  State  was  comparatively  a  wilderness. 
Some  six  years  later,  in  1840,  he  located  perma- 
nently in  Berrien  County,  where  he  profitably  in- 
vested in  land,  at  onetime  owning  over  four  hun- 
dred acres.  A  hfetime  Democrat  and  an  ardent 
admirer  of  Andrew  Jackson,  be  actively  partici- 
pated in  the  public  events  of  the  day  and  was 
deeply  interested  in  both  local  and  national  issues. 
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Libei-iil  spirited,  he  was  always  ready  to  assist  in 
matters  of  mutual  welfare  and  when,  after  a  life  of 
busy  care  and  usefulness,  he  passed  away,  was 
mourned  as  a  kind  friend  and  true  citizen.  His 
son,  Lewis  W.,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
wbere  our  subject  and  his  wife  settled  in  a  very 
early  day.  Lewis  Pearl  was  horn  in  1815,  and 
was  but  a  child  when  he  removed  with  his  father 
and  mother  to  another  part  of  the  Empire  State, 
locating  then  in  Jefferson  County,  where  they  re- 
mained until  they  journeyed,  in  about  1833,  to 
Monroe  County,  Mich.  In  his  new  home  Lewis 
Pearl  followed  the  occupation  of  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  but  in  1841  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Berrien  County,  and  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  entered  upon  the  improvement  of  the 
acres  located  in  the  woods.  He  spent  many  days 
and  weeks  with  axe  in  hand,  and  through  unvary- 
ing industry  and  excellent  management  has  accu- 
mulated three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  property. 
In  March,1843,Lewi9W.  Pearl  and  Miss  Juliette 
Kiios  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Pearl  was 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Enoa,  old- 
time  residents  of  New  York,  but  later  well-known 
settlers  of  Michigan,  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  lived 
to  adult  age.  Two  sons,  Fred  and  Ralph,  are 
successful  commission  merchants  of  Omaha,  Neb. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  are  all  residents 
of  Berrien  County.  In  September,  1861,  the  name 
of  Lewis  Pearl  was  enrolled  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany B,  Twelfth  Micliigan  Infantry,  but,  rapidly 
promoted  for  efficient  service,  he  rose  from  the 
rantfs  and  became  First  Lieutenant,  Captain  and 
Major.  'Maj.  Pearl  was  engaged  in  the  Sixteenth 
Corps  at  Sliiloh,  participated  in  the  siege  of 
Vickaburg,  was  in  the  Trans-Missouri  Department 
in  Arkansas  and  remained  in  active  duty  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  at  Camden, 
Ark.,  the  troops  finally  disbanding  in  1866.  After 
the  war  the  soldier,  once  more  becoming  a  civilian, 
returned  to  tlie  daily  round  of  agricultural  pursuits. 
Maj.  Pearl  is  widely  known  and  esteemed  by  a 
large  acquaintance.  His  residence,  erected  by 
himself,isoneof  the  landmarks  of  Berrien  County. 
Politically,  he  is,  as  was  his  father,  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  for   nine  years  filled    with  ability  the 


oHice  of  Supervisor  of  Benton  Township,  holding 
the  position  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  lie  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  under  his  earnest  and 
well-directed  efforts  many  progressive  interests 
and  needed  improvements  were  rapidly  advanced. 
Fraternally,  Maj.  Pearl  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a 
valued  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons.  A  prominent  factor  amid  the  changing 
scenes  of  Michigan  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
Lewis  W.  Pearl  lias,  as  an  upright  man  and  loyal 
citizen,  received  the  high  regard  of  all  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 


JOSEPH  P.  TllRKSHEB  was  Iwm  at  Tun- 
bridge,  Vt,  March  16,  1831.  His  father. 
Dr.  Leonard  Thresher,  was  one  of  six  sons, 
who,  with  three  sisters,  were  children  of  Jo- 
seph and  Polly  (Sinitli)  Thresher,  both  having  been 
born  at  Stafford,  Conn.,  the  father  February  22, 
1766,  and  the  mother  July  17,  1767.  The  father 
was  of  Scotch-Welsh  extraction  and  a  son  of  one 
of  three  brothers  who  came  to  this  country  at  a 
date  unknown.  The  name  "Thresher"  is  said  to 
have  originally  been  synonymous  with  that  of 
"Thateher,"  and  that  Dr.  Thatcher,  the  renowned 
theologian,  about  1830  a  resident  of  Boston,  Mass., 
was  a  second  cousin  of  Leonard  Thresher. 

Joseph  Thresher  .nnd  Polly  Smith  were  married 
November  15,  1787,  and  soon  after  moved  from 
Stafford,  Conn.,  to  Brookfield,  Vt.,  where  their 
children  were  all  born  and  attained  their  majority, 
upon  a  large  farm  the  fatliei'  had  purchased  and  im- 
proved from  a  native  wilderness.  The  children 
were  Stephen,  bom  August  26, 1788;  Alva,  Novem- 
ber 18,  1790;  Thankful,  September  10, 1792;  Polly, 
August  15,  1794;  Joseph,  Jr.,  July  31,  1798;  Leon- 
ard, April  9,  1800;  Mehitable,  December  9,  1803; 
D.iniel,  September  27,  1805;  and  Samuel  Alden, 
January  16,  1809. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  on  the  old 
homestead  September  13.  1813,  honored  and  loved 
by  all.  The  father  married  for  liis  second  wife 
Miss  Melison  Oreut,  born  in  Somerset,  Conn.,  May 
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21,  1767.  The  inai-riagc  took  place  at  BrooklielH, 
Vt,,  January  10,  1815,  and  aflef  the  death  of  her 
revered  husband,  March  11,  1833,  she  faithfully 
cai-ed  for  the  family,  who  greatly  esteemed  her. 
yhe  died  in  1835,  at  a  date  unknown  to  the  writer. 

All  of  tliese  children  grew  up  on  the  homestead, 
and  were  married  and  settled  on  land  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, with  the  exception  of  Leonard,  the 
fourtli  son,  and  the  father  of  our  subject.  He 
was  fond  of  reading  books  and  did  not  take 
kimlly  to  farming.  So  much  did  he  fear,  when  a 
boy,  to  see  animals  slaughtered,  that  when  such 
work  was  to  be  done,  he  was  sent  from  home  to 
some  of  the  neighbors  until  the  butchering  was 
over.  His  education  was  that  afforded  by  the 
district  school,  held  in  a  logschoolhouse,  and  sup- 
plemented by  excellent  home  instruction.  His 
brother  Alva  was  a  proficient  instructor  for  that 
period,  and  well  versed  in  mathematics,  and  Leon- 
ard had  his  assistance. 

Leonard  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  when  but 
nineteen,  and  was  assisted  in  this  by  Dr.  Carpen- 
ter. He  married  Maria  Laribee,  of  Royalton,  Vt., 
January  18,  1821.  Her  father  had  died  when  she 
was  but  five  ye&is  old,  and  her  mother  subsequently 
married  Alexander  Edson,  and  later  they  moved 
toStandish,  Canada  East.  Maria  had  two  broth- 
ers, Hiram  and  Lewis,  both  married,  and  a  maiden 
sister,  lielinda.  The  family  were  of  French-Can- 
adian descent.  Maria  Laribee  was  regarded  as  a 
beautiful  girl,  and  as  a  wife  and  mother  was  greatly 
beloved.  She  died  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  August  18, 
1845. 

Eailyin  life  Leonard  Thresher  began  what  prom- 
ised to  be  a  very  successful  business  career.  He 
built  a  dam  at  Tun  bridge,  Vt.,  and  utilized  the 
water  (K)wer  it  created  by  erecting  woolen  mills 
and  otiier  manufactories.  He  carried  on  a  large 
business,  but  an  unprecedented  flood  carried  away 
the  mills  and  dam,  which,  with  other  disasters,  im- 
pelled him  to  resume  his  professional  studies,  which 
wi;re  prosecuted  under  Dr.  Carpenter  and  also  under 
Dr.  Chandler,  of  Chelsea,  Vt.  He  also  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  where  he  com- 
pleted hia  course,  and  for  a  time  was  physician  at 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston. 

He  published  a  small  volume  on  medication,  and 


after  a  long  practice  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  returned  to 
his  native  State  about  1862,  then  advanced  in 
j'eai-s,and  was  appointed  physician  during  the  Civil 
War  to  the  Military  Hospital  at  Montpelier.  The 
arduous  duties  here  told  heavily  upon  him  and, 
though  long  surviving  them,  they  doubtless  were 
tlie  incipient  cause  of  his  deatli,  which  occurred  at 
Nofthfield,  Vt.,  July  31,  1886,  he  being  at  that 
time  eighty-six  yeai-s  old.  He  was  a  man  of  refined 
feelings,  active  sympathies  and  more  than  ordin- 
ary intelligence,  and  was  univei-sally  esteemed  by 
those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  know  him. 

There  were  born  to  Dr.  Thresher  and  wife  five 
children,  namely:  Harriet  D.,  born  at  Tunbridge, 
Vt.,  January  17,  1824,  and  who  married  Nathaniel 
Houston,  of  Northfletd,  Vt.,  at  which  place  she 
died  in  1881;  Julius  M.,  born  at  Tunbridge,  Vt., 
September  II,  1825,  who,  from  being  run  over  by 
a  team  in  childhood,  was  deaf  and  dumb,  and  who 
in  due  time  was  sent  to  the  school  for  mutes  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  graduated,  and  who  is 
a  bachelor,  still  hving;  Mary,  born  at  Tunbridge, 
February  1,  1826,  and  who  died  at  the  same  place 
August  17,  1830;  Joseph  P.,  our  subject,  born  at 
Tunbridge,  March  16,  1831;  and  Emily,  born  at 
Brookfield,  Vt.,  January  17,  1835,  and  who  died 
October  28,  1839,  at  Cabbotsville,  near  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  the  family  resided  during  the 
time  Julius  was  at  Hartford. 

The  youngest  son,  Joseph  P.,  remained  at  home 
during  boyhood,  a  faithful  student  at  the  public 
schools,  and  for  a  time  was  under  instruction  at  tlie 
Cabbotsville  Academy,  but,  the  family  having 
moved  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  he  continued  his  studies 
there  a  short  time  and  then  entered  into  a  busi- 
ness engagement  with  Samuel  Hollis,  a  leading 
merchant  and  real-estate  operator,  and  remained 
with  him  four  years.  His  father  had  hoped  to  in- 
terest him  in  the  medical  profession,  and  urged 
him  to  enter  the  drug  business  he  had  purchased, 
but  the  young  man  could  not  form  any  liking  for 
this  field  of  activity.  On  his  father's  removal  to 
Boston,  he  went  there  and  visited  an  intimate 
schoolfellow,  who  had  become  a  machinist  and 
worked  at  the  Boston  Locomotive  Works,  of  Hink- 
ley  &  Drury.  There,  by  watching  the  perplexing 
troublea  workuian  bad  in  boriugllue  sheets, young 
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Tliresher  became  interested,  and  tinally  produced 
a  tool  for  doing  the  work  that,  had  it  teen  pat- 
ented, would  have  yielded  him  a  fortune.  In  a 
short  time  he  made  a  contract  for  doing  the  work 
ftt  three  cents  per  hole  for  the  iron  sheets,  and  fi' 


eentis  for  boring    in    copper, 


ind  for  more  than  a 


year  he  daily  earned  $7  and  $8  per  diem  for  a 
few  hours'  labor.  The  company  found  it  neces- 
sary, however,  to  terminate  the  agreements,  be- 
cause the  completed  sheets  were  far  in  advance  of 
any  other  class  of  work. 

Mr.  Thresher  then  visited  his  native  State, 
through  whicli  the  Central  Vermont  Road  was  be- 
ing built,  under  the  presidency  of  Ex-Gov.  Charles 
Pain,  and,  though  physicully  unqualified  for  so 
heavy  work,  in  preference  to  farm  labor,  which 
had  been  recommended  for  his  health's  sake,  he 
bravely  presented  himself  to  the  foreman  of  a  set 
of  track  hands  and  asked  for  work.  He  received 
the  contemptuous  gaze  of  the  "boss,"  who, 
shrugging  his  shoulders,  told  the  young  man  that 
he  could  try  his  hand  if  he  thought  he  could 
handle  a  lamping-bar  and  tamp  the  broken  stones 
under  the  ties,  "as  yea  sees  the  rest  of  'em  bys  is 
doin'.  Sure,  and  yez  a  broth  uv  a  by,  any's  how." 
Ilie  tamp  bar  weijfhed  fourteen  pounds.  It  was  a 
hoi  daj  m  August,  but  the  young  man  without 
hositancj  '  shucked  his  store  clothes"  and  went  in 
to  win  In  an  hour  his  hands  were  badly  blistered, 
but  he  gave  no  sign  of  suffering.  For  some  two 
or  three  days  he  kept  pace  with  the  Irishmen. 
Finally  O,  B.  Reynolds,  the  road-master,  came 
along,  and,  inquiring  about  the  boy,  directed  him 
to  re|)Ort  at  the  new  station  soon  to  be  opened  on 
the  farm  of  Joseph  Riford,  with  whom  Thresher 
boarded.  He  did  so,  and  the  next  morning  he  met 
there  W.  H.  Cornwall,  the  Assistant  Superintend- 
ent, who  put  hira  in  charge  of  the  place.  These 
three  men,  Thresher,  Reynolds  and  Cornwall;  met 
for  the  first  time,  with  no  expecUtion  that  they 
would  in  later  years  become  partners  in  a  con- 
tract for  heavy  railway  work,  which,  as  will  be 
seen,  did  occur.  Nur  did  any  of  the  Riford  fam- 
ly  anticipate  they  would  in  the  far  distant  futui-e 
noexpectedly  meet  Thresher  as  a  neighbor  in  a 
Western  town.  But  such  was  the  fact.  This  same 
Joseph  Riford  was  one  of  the  survivors  of  the  ill- 


fated  "  Hypocampus,  "  that  foundered  between 
Benton  Harbor  and  Chicago  in  1867,  because  over- 
loaded with  peaches,  and  some  forty  persons  were 
lost. 

Mr.  Thresher  remained  upon  the  Vermont  Cen- 
tral nearly  four  years,  at  first  being  kept  at  new 
stations  opened  as  the  road  was  completed,  till  it 
reached  Rouse's  Point,  N.  Y.,  when  be  was  returned 
to  Montpelier,  the  capital  of  the  State,  asagent  for 
a  time.  Here  J.  W.  Hobart,  who  subsequently  was 
the  General  Manager  for  many  years,  was  his  clerk. 
Mr.  Tbreslier  was  later  promoted  to  be  Assistant 
Master  of  Transportation,  and  on  his  resignation, 
President  Pain  volunteered  to  furnish  him  excel- 
lent letters  of  recommendation.  It  was  on  this 
road  he  first  met  the  popular  engineer,  G.  D.  W. 
Hopkins,  the  brother  of  Miss  Mary  Hopkins,  the 
lady  be  subsequently  married.  He  resigned  this 
last  position  in  June,  1848. 

For  a  time  Mr.  Thi-eslier  was  Pay-Master  for  the 
contractors  of  the  Great  Western  Railway, Canada, 
but  he  soon  united  his  fortunes  with  his  friends, 
Reynolds,  Cornwall  and  Hopkins,  as  one  of  the 
firm,  and  with  them  engaged  in  constructing  the 
Summit  section  of  the  Marietta  &  Cincinnati  Rail- 
road, now  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  near  Athens, 
Ohio,  one  of  the  most  costly  six  miles  of  grading 
upon  that  expensively  built  road.  It  was  here  he 
first  met  Miss  Hopkins,  who  had  been  visiting  her 
brother's  contractors  upon  a  more  westerly  divi- 
sion of  the  road,  and  came  to  visit  her  older  brother, 
Garrett  De  Wall  and  his  wife,  a  lady  Mr.  Thresher 
had  known  in  Vermont  in  her  girlhood.  Believing 
be  had  good  promise  of  a  competency  in  his  con- 
tract, he  entered  into  marriage  relations  with  Miss 
Hopkins,  who  he  had  found  was  an  estimable  and 
accomplished  lady,  the  ceremony  occurring  May 
30, 185+.  There  were  born  to  this  union  two  sons 
and  a  daughter.  George  M.,  who  was  bom  at  Chilli- 
eothe,  Ohio,  August  29,  1858,  is  married  and  lives 
in  Chicago;  Hattie  D.,  born  at  Cincinnati  Fur- 
nace, Ohio,  July  4,  1860,  married  Porter  D.  Fitz- 
gerald, and  resides  in  Chicago;  and  Frank  L.  was 
born  on  the  6th  of  January,  1863,  at  Cincinnati 
Furnace.  Ohio.  The  latter  was  married  at  Minne- 
apolis, where  he  represented  the  Pioneer  Press  of 
St.  I'aul,  an<i  later  on  organized  the  Daily  Times  of 
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Minneapolis, and  was  General  Maniiger.  (Jeorge  M. 
was  the  Chicago  agent  and  cotrespondeiit  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Era,  of  Detroit. 

Mrs,  Thresher  was  of  a  family  widely  known  and 
bighly  respected.  Her  father  was  familiarlj'  known 
OS  "Uncle  Tommy,"  and  her  tnotlier  as  "Aunt 
Hannah."  They  were  long  residents  in  Covert 
Township,  near  Trumansburg,  N.  Y.,  twelve  miles 
north  of  Ithaca,  and  a  couple  of  miles  from  Lake 
Canandaigua,  where  they  owned  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  farms  of  central  New  York. 

Thomas  Hopkins  was  born  in  Putnam  County, 
N.  v.,  and  died  at  the  old  homestt-ad  June  11,1870. 
His  wife,  Hannah,  was  a  daugliter  of  A.  B.  and 
Betsey  Dickinson,  of  New  York,  and  sister  of  Hon. 
Bray  Dickinson,  of  Elmira  and  Hornby,  N.  Y.,  and 
prominent  as  a  farmer  and  politician.  He  represent- 
ed his  district  twice  in  the  Legislature,  and  under 
Lincoln  was  United  States  Minister foreight  years 
to  Nicaragua,  where  lie  died.  Mrs.  Hopkins  died 
at  Trumansburg,  N.  Y.,  July  25,  1874.  Their  chil- 
dren were,  Celia,  born  at  Covert  in  1819;  George 
K.,  at  Hornby,  in  1821;  Garrold  DeWaII,at  Horn- 
by, in  1823:  Eliza  D.,  at  Ulysses,  in  1825;  Everett 
A.,  at  Ulysses,  and  who  died  at  Benton  Harbor, 
in  January,  1867;  Jonathan,  born  at  Ulyoses  in 
1829;  Mary  Ann,  born  August  31,  1831,  who  mar- 
ried J.  P.  Thresher,  and  died  at  Benton  Harbor 
May  6,  1877,  at  the  homestead;  Helen  Jane,  wife 
of  Albert  James,  born  at  Ulysses  in  November, 
1835;  Louisa,  wife  of  Rev-  H.  G.  De  Witt,  born  at- 
Ulysses  in  1837;  and  Annett«,  wife  of  Dr.  John 
Bell,  born  at  Ulysses  in  1839.  The  children  all 
seemed  to  develop,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  con- 
sumption in  one  form  or  another.  It  was  this 
dread  disease  that  deprived  Mr.  Thresher  of  his 
life  companion,  one  who  possessed  every  attribute 
of  a  good  wife,  a  loving  mother  and  a  faithful 
friend.  The  loss  to  husband  and  children,  which 
was  irreparable,  had  for  its  only  compensation  the 
knowledge  of  her  virtues. 

Mr,  Thresher  was  subsequently  twice  married. 
The  second  mari-iage  was  celebrated  June  6,  1880; 
the  third  August  3,  1892,  at  Chicago,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride,  then  Mrs.  Belle  M.  Himes,  whose 
first  husband,  J.  L.  Himes,  practiced  law  many 
years  at  Minneapolis,  where  he  died  August  2, 1881. 


Her  father,  Hon.  Levi  Kline,  the  able  and  well- 
known  attorney  and  banker  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  was 
intimately  associated  with  that  renowned  states- 
man, Simon  Cameron.  His  death  occurred  in  1863, 
at  the  age  of  flfty-one  years.  Her  mother,  who 
died  at  their  Chicago  home  in  1889, aged  seventy- 
one  years,  was  a  woman  ot  more  than  usual  at- 
tainments, greatly  beloved  by  all,  and  who  in  the 
highest  circles  of  society  was  esteemed  for  her  em- 
inent Christian  virtues  and  gracious  social  charac- 
teristics. 

Mrs.  Thresher  graduated  after  a  six-yea i-s  course 
at  Madam  Emma  Willard's  Ladies'  Seminary,  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  as  did  her  sister,  Mrs.  Lucius  Colby,  resid- 
ing in  Chicago,  where  two  brothers,  Lee  and  Ebert 
Kline,  are  established  in  business.  A  third  brother, 
Col.  Jacob  Kline,  is  an  ofHcer  of  the  United  States 
itrmy,  formerly  stationed  at  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
but  recently  appointed  to  the  command  at  Platts- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  instructor  of  the  post,  and 
where  his  interesting  family  resides. 

The  confldenee  Mr.  Thresher  reposed  in  the  bus- 
iness he  had  engaged  in,  that  of  railway  construc- 
tion, though  well  founded,  was  destined  to  be  dis- 
appointing. Mr.  Cornwall  was  called  to  aid  as 
AssistantSuperintendent  his  brother-in-law,  James 
Moore,  who  was  managing  the  Michigan  Southern 
&  Lake  Shore  Railway,  ftlr.  Hopkins  was  called 
to  attend  the  work  undertaken  by  Hopkins  Bro.s, 
&  Ella,  and  Mr,  Threslier  was  himself  temporarily 
absent,  he  having  gone  to  Cincinnati  to  buy  sup- 
plies. At  this  juncture  the  railway  directors,  who  . 
had  held  the  work  under  suspension  for  many 
months,  as  the  fnnds  were  exhausted,  inveigled 
Mr.  Reynolds  into  a  new  contract,  thereby  abro- 
gating the  original  one,  and  so  cutting  off  the 
damages  that,  under  the  old  contract,  were  justly 
due.  Mr.  Thresher  on  arriving  homo  and  learning 
the  mistake  of  his  friend  and  partner,  surrendered 
his  interest  without  charge,  for  he  foresaw  the  dis- 
aster Mr,  Reynolds  had  so  unwisely  provided,  and 
later  on  pei-sonally  experienced.  In  a  day  or  two 
Mr.  Thresher,  with  his  young  wife,  was  making  a 
fifty-mile  drive  over  a  miserably  muddy  road, 
through  a  sparsely  setLic'I  and  mountainous  coun- 
try, to  Chillicothc  to  accept  a  position  in  the  gen- 
eral olHcesof  the  railway  company.     Under  Supt, 
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W.  R.  Artliin',  Mr,  Tliresher  was  appointed  Gen- 
eral Passenger  ami  Freight  Agent,  anil  subse- 
quently,as  tlie  road  was  extended,  beeame  General 
Agent     Here  be  remained  until  1857. 

lie  invested  in  the  sto<;k  ot  the  Cincinnati  Klast 
Fiirnauce,  and  in  1858  became  Secretaiy;biit  wlien 
lie  learned  that,  though  owned  by  heavy  capital- 
ists, tlicre  was  an  outstanding  debt  of  $131,000,  he 
traded  off  his  stock  advantageously.  The  com- 
pany failed  and  Mr.  Threslicr  was  appointed  Re- 
ceiver. Under  license  of  the  Court,  and  witli  the 
approval  of  both  creditors  and  stockholders,  he 
made  radical  changes  in  tlie  works,  by  which  the 
cost  of  smelting  iron  was  greatly  reduced,  and  in 
three  years  was  able  to  deliver  the  plant  into  the 
hands  of  the  stockholders. 

Ill  the  mean  time,  business  liiid  called  liim  to 
Chicago  and  Milwaukee,  and  thus  he  was  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  spend  a  day  with  relatives  at 
lienton  Ilaibcr.  His  health  was  impaired,  and  a 
fruit  farm  seemed  to  be  very  inviting  and  to  prom- 
ise the  cliange  needed.  So  in  ,tlie  fall  of  1863  lie 
came  to  Benton  Harbor,  which  was  then  com- 
tKii'ativaly  unknown  as  a  business  center.  He  soon 
pui-chased  of  Elczia  Morton  and  his  son,  the  Hon. 
H.  C.  Morton,  their  fruit  farm,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  desirable  properties  to  be  had.  On  other 
lands  of  these  gentlemen  near  by  was  the  famous 
"Cincinnati  Peach  Orchard,"  planted  by  Smith  & 
Howell,  of  Cincinnati,  that  in  its  time  yielded  two 
or  three  fortunes.  Thresher  received  title  to  the 
purchase  under  date  of  January  1,  1864.  Later, 
two  more  |)urchases  of  contiguous  lands  were  made. 
On  these  grounds  a  residence  was  built,  and  the 
premises  became  the  ideal  home,  admired  by  all, 
and  where  for  nearly  thirty  years  was  found  by 
the  visitor  a  generous  and  enjoyable  hospitality. 
The  house  was  burned  in   the  winter  of  1890-'J1. 

Jienton  Harbor,  originally  named  IJrunson  Har- 
bor after  Stern  Brunson,  a  pioneer  promoter,  was 
attempting  to  build  a  ship  canal,  and  Martin  Green 
and  S.  A.  Willard,  of  Chicago,  had  taken  the  con- 
tract. In  promoting  this  work  Mr.  Thresher  was 
soon  earnestly  engaged.  Indeed,  from  the  llrst 
he  devoted  himself  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  town. 
By  the  united  efforts  of  the  few  who  began  the 
work,  including    such    men  as  Hon.   H.   C.  Mor- 


ton, Charles  Hull,  Brunson  and  hts  sons,  the  Hop- 
kins brothers,  and  others  not  now  recalled,  the 
town  from  year  to  year  became  more  and  more 
active  and  of  more  importance.  As  a  result,  Mr. 
Thresher's  lands,  as  early  as  1868,  became  of  some 
value  for  residences  and  a  portion  was  included  in 
the  first  plat  of  the  village.  Every  enterprise  for 
promoting  growth  was  fostered  by  Mr.  Thresher, 
not  only  for  Benton  Harbor,  but  for  her  neighbor, 
St.  Joseph.  His  first  donation  was  $10  to  help  buy 
a  bell  for  St.  Joseph 's  Congregational  Chni-ch.  The 
liighway  bridge  and  various  interests  of  St.  Joseph 
received  liis  liberal  donations, 

it  is  not  with  any  wish  to  boast  of  or  to  pub- 
lish his  generous  deeds,  but  as  a  matter  of  record 
it  may  be  stated  that  tlie  accurate  accounts  of  his 
business  he  long  maintained  sliowcd  that  to  aid 
others  and  promote  the  public  weal  he  made  do- 
nations from  1864  to  1870  amounting  to  over 
*3,G0O: 

Before  settling  at  Benton  Harbor,  he  had  as- 
sisted tlie  Hopkins  brotliers  to  buy  a  portable  steam 
sawmill,  to  be  operated  in  the  heavy  timber  stand- 
ing near  town.  They  were  unsuccessful  and  called 
on  Mr.  Thi'esher  to  take  the  property  and  pay  off 
the  debts.  He  did  so,  and  after  paying  every  dollar 
and  establishing  a  successful  business,  he  returned 
the  property  to  them.  About  this  time  the  liap- 
tist  denomination  began  to  build  a  small  church  at 
Heath's  Corners,  near  town,  and  later  bmit  on  a 
•lot  purchased  in  St,  Joseph  a  lecture  room,  where 
services  were  held,  proposing,  meantime,  to  add  to 
the  structure  a  line  brick  church  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. Mr.  Thresher  opposed  these  efforts,  on  the 
ground  that  Benton  Harbor  was  likely  to  become 
a  more  important  business  center,  and  should  have 
the  church,  the  numerical  and  financial  strength 
being  here.  A  resolution  to  this  effect  was  holly 
contested  at  a  meeting  in  the  dining-room  of  the 
village  hotel,  but  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
three,  and  as  a  result  an  elegant  brick  structuio 
was  built  at  Benton  Harbor,  to  which  he  contrib- 
uted J1,000  or  more. 

While  managing  the  Hopkins'  Mill,  Mr.  Thresher 
found  by  iiis  frequent  trips  to  and  from  Niles,  a 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  the  inconvenience  of 
being  dependent   solely    on  water  transportation, 
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and  lie  dcterminecl  to  attempt  to  secure  a  railway. 
He  wrote  to  the  Cliiciigo  press  the  first  articles  i 
to  the  value  of  secui'iiig  an  extension  to  that  city 
of  the  tlien  Canada  Giand  Trunk,  and  opened 
correspondence  with  C.  J.  Bridges,  the  man- 
aging Director.  Later  he  made  a  trip  to  Mon- 
treal alone,  to  confer  with  the  Grand  Trunk  people, 
and  still  later,  in  company  with  I.  W.  Willard,  of 
Paw  I'aw,  and  Hon.  A.  II,  Morrison, of  St.  Joseph, 
he  again  visited  the  otfice  of  the  managing  Direc- 
tor at  Montreal.  Ultimately  he  organized  the 
Chicago  &  Michigan  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  was  chosen  its  Secrotary.  After  Mr. 
Shanley,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Sys- 
tem, had  completed  a  survey  of  tlie  Weslern  Divi- 
sion, and  $50,000  had  been  expended,  tiirough  jeal- 
ousy the  road  was  lost  to  this  locality,  and  a  longer 
line  by  ten  miles  was  built  via  South  Bend. 

Mr.  Thresher  at  this  time  drew  the  bill  author- 
izing the  voting  of  a  tax  in  aid  of  railway  con- 
struction, and  spent  considerable  time  at  Lansing 
securing  its  enactment  into  a  statute.  He  also 
wrote  part  of  the  prospectus  of  the  road,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Bancroft,  of  Port  Huron.  Mr. 
Thresher  at  once  took  up  the  work  of  getting  tiie 
Elkhart  Road,  organized  a  company,  of  which  he 
was  Secretary,  and  from  which  position  he  retired 
when  ProsidentFrank  Muzzy  insisted  upon  wasting 
$15,000  at  Benton  Harbor  in  a  vain  attempt  to  build 
the  line  upon  local  resources,  most  of  the  loss  fall- 
ing upon  Benton  Harbor  people.  This  was  ten 
years  prior  to  its  final  consii'uction.  Resuming  his 
efforts  when  the  late  Hon.  J.  H.  Wade,  of  Cleve- 
land, purchased  the  Cincinnati,  Wabash  &  Michi- 
gan Railroad,  then  completed  to  Goshen,  Ind.,  Mr. 
Thresher  wrote  him  in  regard  to  facilities  here  tor 
lake  traffic,  and  organized  the  C,  W.  &  L.  M.  R.  R., 
and  was  chosen  Secretary  and  Director.  He  la- 
boi-ed  hard  to  get  this  line,  now  known  as  the  "Big 
Four,"  and  succeeded. 

Meantime,  Hon.  A.  H.  Morrison,  of  St.  Josepli, 
who.  on  finding  he  had  lost  the  Grand  Trunli,  had 
built  a  local  road  from  New  Buffalo  to  St.  Joseph, 
having  secured  funds  from  Boston  through  his 
friend,  Hon.  James  F.  Joy,  President  of  the  Mich- 
igan Central,  commenced  the  extension  of  his 
line   to  Grand   Rapids,  and  undertook  to  secure 


from  Mr.  Thresher  ten  acres  of  land  owned  by  the 
Hopkins  estate,  and  located  across  the  Paw  Paw 
River,  a  mile  from  the  business  center  of  the  town. 
Here  he  proposed  to  establish  a  station,  to  whiuli 
Mr.  Thresher  demurred,  for  the  reason  that  the  road 
could  be  reached  from  Benton  Harbor  as  easily  as  at 
St.  Joseph,  without  donating  anything,  and  there 
would  be  no  diversion  of  her  business  intwests.  as 
would  ensue  if  a  railway  center  were  created  on 
the  land  Mr.  Morrison  wanted.  To  this  Mr.  Mor- 
rison answered  by  ordering  Mr.  Conley,  his  engi- 
neer, to  go  aliead  and  build  upon  tlie  Sand  Hill 
route,  near  the  lake  shore.  This  left  the  little  vil- 
lage of  Benton  Harbor  out  in  the  cold. 

Mr.  Tbresher  was  then  publishing  the  village  pa- 
per, but,  returning  to  his  office,  he  made  an  all 
day  and  all  night  task  of  getting  ready  to  leave 
home;  and  t.iking  with  him  tabulated  facts  as  to  the 
business  already  centered  in  his  village,  hastened 
to  catch  the  train  at  St.  Joseph,  his  purposes  and 
destination  known  to  no  one  but.bimself.  On  reach- 
ing Detroit,  he  had  audience  with  Mr.  Joy,  who 
was  surprised  at  the  statements,  and  said  he  had 
never  been  informed  of  the  facts,  but  agreed  to 
send  some  one,  a  stranger,  to  both  St.  Joseph  and 
Benton  Harbor  to  verify  or  disprove  the  state- 
ments. Ten  days  later  he  wired  Mr.  Thresher  to 
come  to  Detroit,  and  at  this  meeting  a  contract 
was  made  that,  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  of 
changing  the  alignment  upon  which  the  bridge 
across  the  St.  Joseph  River  was  being  built,  the  road 
should  touch  Benton  Harbor.  Mr.  Joy's  proposi- 
tion was  that  116,000  be  raised  within  one  week's 
time.  Mr.  Thresher  returned  and  vigorously 
pushed  the  work,  and  at  the  last  hour  wired  115,- 
800,  to  wliich  came  the  answer:  "You've  done 
well;  keep  on."     The  road  was  secured. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  Mr. 
Thresher  has  had  an  active  life.  During  all  this 
time  at  Benton  Harbor  he  carried  on  his  fruit 
farm  until  the  burning  of  his  residence  in  the  win- 
ter of  1890-91,  since  which  time  he  has  made  his 
home  at  the  Hotel  Benton.  The  property  is  now 
held  for  residence  purposes. 

If  evidence  is  still  needed  of  his  industry,  it  may 
be  said  that  during  the  winter  of  1863  and  1864 
he  purchased  wheat,  which  he  had  milled,  and  sold 
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tlie  flour  the  next  stiinmer.  Meantime  he  was 
building  a  liome.  In  1865,  lie  traded  in  evergreen, 
fruit  trees,  etc.,  and  estnblisUed  the  Johnson- 
Thriislier  barrel  and  fruit  package  manufactory. 
This  was  the  first  steam  power  in  town,  aside  from 
Green's  sawmill  and  dredge.  It  was  sold  to  Datch 
A  Co.,  who  lost  it  by  five.  In  1867  lie  was  elected 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Chicago  &.  Lake 
Michigan  Transportation  Company.  In  llie  suui- 
mer  of  1868  he  was  in  the  fruit  commission  busi- 
ness at  Chicago  with  M.  G.  Lamport  and  Albert 
Tliompson.  In  1888  he  became  a  partner  with 
Capt.  A,  Uobbins,  and  stocked  tlie  flourmill  which 
Kirby  &  Sons  hod  exhausted  tiieir  ready  means  in 
building.  In  1868,  also,  he  purchased  the  I'aUa- 
divm  of  H.  J.  Merchant,  who  h.id  been  given  a  bo- 
nus to  start  the  paper  a  sliort  time  previous.  Un- 
der Mr.  Threslier's  management  it  became  the  lead- 
ing pai>er  of  the  county.  He  sold  it  in  1872  to 
Alvin  Stiirtevant,  formerly  of  the  Ohio  State  Jour- 
nal, Columbus,  Ohio.  In  1872,  Mr.  Thresher  pur- 
chased of  ,T.  Stanley  Morton  his  drug  stock,  and 
carried  on  the  business  until  1877.  Meantime  he 
was  appointed  I'ostmastei' by  President  Grant,  and 
served  out  the  term  with  the  highest  credit. 

In  1874  lie  was  appointed  Administrator  for 
Michigan  for  the  Hopkins  estate.  In  1867  he 
was  Secretary  of  the  St.  Joseph  Valley  Railroad 
Company.  In  1869  he  made  a  contract  with  Mr, 
Joy  and  raised  the  required  donation  that  gave 
IJenton  Harbor  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan  Rail- 
road, notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  St.  Joseph.  Froml870to  1880  he  labored 
to  get  the  Cincinnati,  Wabash  &  Micliigan  liailroad 
and  finally  succeeded.  From  1878  to  1880  be 
traveled  in  Texas,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  tlien 
(or  a  year  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  at  No. 
J02  Washington  Street,  Chicago,  the  firm  being 
Threslier,  Young  &  Sheldon.  In  1882  he  again 
purchased  the  Palladium,  which  he  published  un- 
til 1886.  In  that  year  he  organized  the  Benton 
Harbor  Flour  Purifier  Company,  and  later  organ- 
ized the  Itenton  Harbor  Plow  Company,  In  1887 
ho  was  appointed  to  close  up  the  business  of  the 
unfortunate  Benton  Harbor  Church  and  Office 
Furniture  Company.  In  1890  he  assisted  to  or- 
ganize,   and   until    1893   was   Assistant   General 


Manager  of,  the  Benton  Harbor  Ini)H'ovement  As- 
sociation. He  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in 
1867.  Though  an  earnest  and  active  Republican, 
he  never  held  an  elective  office  except  that  of 
Township  Clerk  for  a  short  time. 


^= 


jlL-^ON.  EDWARD  R  SPENCP:R,a  retired  agri- 

IT  jV  culturist  and  prominent  citizen  of  Dowa- 
^^^    g\Mi,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a  lifetime  resi- 

^^  dent  of  the  State  and  county,  and  was  born 
in  Wayne  Township  on  the  28th  of  Mai-ch,  1842. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  S|)encer,  emigrated 
from  New  England  to  New  York  in  a  very  early 
day,  and,  locating  in  Madison  County,  soon  be- 
came identified  with  the  interests  of  the  Empire 
State,  which  ho  made  his  permanent  home.  Among 
the  children  who  clustered  about  the  fireside  of 
Grandfather  Spencer  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, Joseph  Spencer,  a  native  of  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  on  the  old  homestead  August  27, 
1811.  Reared  and  educated  amid  the  scenes  of 
childhood.  Father  Spencer  there  arrived  to  matu- 
rity and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  I^iura 
Foster.  The  newly-wedded  couple  settled  at  lli-st 
upon  a  farm  near  their  early  associations,  but 
later  joined  the  tide  of  travel  Westward,  and  in 
1837  removed  to  Michigan  and  were  numbered 
among  the  pioneers  of  Wayne  Township,  Cass 
County. 

Locating  eighty  acres  of  Government  land,  Fa- 
ther Spencer  added  to  the  size  of  his  original  home- 
stead by  the  purchase  of  eighty  additional  acres, 
and  made  his  home  on  a  small  clearing,  literally  in 
the  heart  of  the  Michigan  woods.  Industrious, 
upright  and  energetic,  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  land,  and  after  a  life  of  busy 
usefulness  passed  away  February  27,  1880,  Five 
children  blessed  the  hearts  and  home  of  Joseph 
and  Laura  Spencer,  four  of  whom  lived  to  years 
of  maturity,  and  three  yet  survive.  The  latter 
are  Edward  R.  Spencer;  Mrs,  Francis  Hungerford, 
of  Lawrence,  Kan.;  and  Mrs.  Helen   Bell,  wife  of 
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James  Bell,  a  prominent  fruit-grower  near  Dix- 
on, Cal.  AltliougL  not  an  active  politician  ia 
the  common  acceptation  of  the  word,  Joseph  Spen- 
cer always  took  a  deep  interest  in  both  local  and 
national  affairs.  In  early  life  a  Whi^,  he  after- 
ward joined  the  Republican  i-anks,  and  was  an 
earnest  advocate  of  "the  Party  of  Reform."  Dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  was  prominently 
connected  with  church  mattere,  and  actively  as- 
sisted in  the  location  and  upward  progress  of  the 
first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  established  in 
Wayne  Township.  As  an  early  citizen  and  pio- 
neer settler  his  efforts  were  generously  given  in 
behalf  of  religious  and  educational  advancement. 
[lis  excellent  wife,  who  sufvivcd  him  until  1890, 
was  a  devoted  Christian  woman  and  also  a  valued 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  in  chtklhood  received  instruction 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood, 
but  afterward  enjoyed  tlie  advantages  of  study  in 
an  educational  institution  at  Nilea,  Mich.  While 
attending  school  in  the  latter  place,  the  Civil  War 
broke  out,  and,  promptly  answering  to  the  call  ol 
duty,  Mr.  Spencci  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Nine- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry.  lie  entered  the  service 
of  the  Government  as  Corporal,  and  remained  in 
active  duty  from  1862  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  was  mustered  out,  June  10,  1865,  and 
participated  in  the  grand  parade  and  triumphal 
review  in  Washington.  Our  subject  while  sharing 
the  dangers  and  privations  to  which  his  regiment 
was  constantly  exposed  was  captured,  March  5, 
1863,  near  Thompson's  Station,  Tenn.,and  imme- 
diately taken  to  Libby  Prison,  where  he  was  held 
for  one  month,  and  then  sent  to  Annapolis,  The 
health  of  Mr.  Spencer  was  seriously  impaii-ed  and 
it  was  not  until  a  year  later  that  he  rejoined  his 
regiment,  which  accompanied  Sherman  on  the 
famous  march  to  the  sea,  July  20, 1864,  Mr.  Spen- 
cer took  part  in  the  decisive  engagement  of  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  and  with  his  regiment  was  among  the 
fiist  t«  victoriously  enter  Atlanta.  The  war  ended, 
our  subject  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in  a  brief 
time  resumed  study,  attending  school  for  one  term 
in  Decatur,  Mich. 
In   1866  Mr.  Spencer   was  united  in  marriage 


with  Miss  Frances  E.  Rich,  daughter  of  Eli  Ricli, 
a  prosperous  resident  of  Decatur,  and  a  well-known 
contractor  and  builder.  Mrs.  Spencer  passed  away 
in  1888.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children, 
two  of  whom  yet  survive,  Beulah  and  Bernicc. 
Fred  E,,  the  only  son,  died  at  Ann  Arbor,  March 
22,  1891.  He  was  a  young  man  of  great  promise, 
and  was  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in  the  dental 
department  of  the  Michigan  University.  October  8, 
1891,  Mr.  Spencer  a  second  time  entered  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  and  was  wedded  to  Lura  M,  Def- 
endorf,  daughter  of  Harmon  Defendorf,  a  success- 
ful business  man,  and  for  years  a  leading  lumber- 
dealer  and  manufacturer  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds, 
of  Dowagiac,  Mich.  Prominently  connected  with 
the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Spencer  has  occupied 
with  honor  and  fidelity  many  important  positions 
of  public  trust.  As  School  Director  and  School 
Inspector  he  materially  aided  in  educational  in- 
terests, and  gave  to  the  duties  of  Supervisor  of 
Wayne  Township  faithful  and  efficient  care.  In 
1888  our  subject  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  in  1890  was  re-elected.  During  his 
two  terms  of  official  service,  Mr.  Spencer,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  important  committees,  gave  universal  satis- 
faction to  his  constituents.  He  was  ■Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Means,  and  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Enrollment,  and  was  one 
of  various  other  deliberative  committees,  by  whom 
his  suggestions  and  amendments  were  esteemed  and 
honored. 

Fi-aternally,  Mr.  Spencer  is  connected  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen,  and  has  held  the  chief 
office  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  He 
is  a  member  and  Ti-ustee  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  the  good 
works  of  that  denomination.  Financially  pros- 
pered, our  subject  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  seventj'-five  acres  of  land,  embracing  the  old 
homestead,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  improve- 
ment, and  one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  Wayne 
Township.  With  the  exception  of  two  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  Mr.  Spencer  engaged  in  the  paint 
and  oil  business  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  he  has  con- 
stantly resided  in  Michigan.  Since  1889  his  home 
has  been  in  Dowagiac,  where  he  now  purposes  to 
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embark  extensively  in  tlic  cold  storage 
Bringing  to  this  new  en  torpi'isetbe  character  istio  en- 
ergy and  business  abihty  wliicli  have  distinguislied 
liis  course  in  life,  Mr.  Spencer  cannot  fail  to  win 
success  in  his  present  undertaking,  and  will  carry 
with  hitn  into  his  business  the  best  wislies  of  a  host 
of  old-time  friends  and  acquaintances. 


■■Ji^^>S^I^,l^^E» 


\1!  ON.  CALVIN  nUITTAIN  POTTKR,  attor- 
jlT  jV  ney-at-law  and  an  iurtuential  citizen  of  St. 
i^^^  Joseph,  wag  bom  in  Hrownville,  Jefferson 
(^  County,  N.  Y.,  July  15,  1837.  He  is  the 
grandson  of  Maj.-Gen.  Calvin  Brittain,  of  Jeffer- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  nepliew  of  Maj.  Cal- 
vin Brittain,  who  was  delegate  to  Congress  from 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  memberof  the  conven- 
tion that  framed  the  constitution  of  Michigan, 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  State 
Senator,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  original  pro- 
prietor, witli  others,  of  tlie  town  of  St.  Joseph. 

Wlien  about  one  year  old  our  subject  was 
brought  by  his  t>arents,  Frederick  A.  and  Isabella 
(Brittain)  Potter,  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  in 
1839  was  taken  from  this  city  to  the  county  of 
Jefferson,  Wis.  There  he  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  grew  to  a  sturdy,  self-reliant 
manhood.  His  literary  studies  finished,  be  entered 
the  law  school  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1859,  .and  in 
May  of  the  following  year  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Among  his  class- 
mates was  the  Hon.  William  F.  Vilas,  United 
States  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  After  leaving  the 
law  school,  Mr.  Potter  studied  in  the  ofJice  of 
Judges  Wright  and  Bobinson,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  until 
1861. 

In  June  of  the  above-named  year,  shortly  after 
the  first  shot  had  been  fired  on  Ft.  Sumter,  Mr 
Potter  enlisted  in  tlic  services  of  his  country,  be 
coming  a  member  of  Company  B,  Eighteenth  New 
York  Infantry.  With  his  regiment  he  marched  to 
the  front  arid  participated  in  many  of  the  deci- 
sive engagements  of  the  war.  At  the  first  battle 
of  Bull  Run   he  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and 


held  a  prisoner  in  Richmond  until  January,  1862, 
when  he  was  freed  in  the  first  exchange  of  prison- 
ers. He  participated  in  McClelian's  campaign  on 
the  Peninsula,  and  narrowly  escaped  capture  at 
Gaines'  Mills,  In  all  the  campaigns  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  he  bore  his  part  as  a  patriotic, 
valiant  soldier,  doing  all  m  bis  power  to  preserve 
tlie  Old  Flag.  In  June,  1863,  he  was  honorably 
discharged,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment. 

Purchasing  a  scholarship  in  Kastman's  Commer- 
cial College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Potter 
entered  that  institution  a  short  time  after  his  re- 
turn from  the  war  and  conducted  his  studies  with 
diligence  and  successuntil  September,  1863.  How- 
ever, he  could  not  be  content  while  the  safety  of 
the  Union  was  endangered,  and  his  patriotic  spirit 
urged  him  to  re-enlist  for  service  in  the  army. 
This  time  he  became  a  member  of  the  Fifty-second 
New  York  Infantry,  and  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Grant  participated  in  the  campaign  from  the 
Rapid.an  to  Petersburg.  In  July,  1864,  while  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  he  was  commissioned  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  Forty-fifth  United  States  In- 
fantry; and  in  January,  186.'>,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  In  the  assault  on 
Ft.  Harrison  he  was  wounded  by  a  shell,  but  for- 
tunately the  injuries,  while  jiainful,  did  not  prove 
serious.  At  the  expiration  of  his  period  of  enlist- 
ment, he  was  honorably  discharged,  in  November 
of  1865.  In  January  of  the  following  year  he 
was  again  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant,  but 
did  not  accept. 

Heturning  to  Eastman  College,  Mr.  Potter  re- 
mained there  until  June,  18f!6,  when  he  returned 
to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  commenced  to  practice 
law,  the  firm  name  being  Winslow  &  Potter. 
Later  he  was  in  partnership  with  a  brother  for 
about  fifteen  years,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  Pot- 
tei  &  Potter.  In  1872  he  removed  to  Kalamazoo, 
this  State  and  for  one  year  conducted  a  general 
legal  ptactiee  in  that  city,  being  in  partnership 
with  Hon.  Henry  l\  Severens,  present  Judge  of 
the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  Western 
District  of  Michigan.  In  1878  he  returned  to  St. 
Joseph,  where  he  has  since  devoted  bis  attention 
to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  city  and  county. 
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At  various  times  Mr,  Potter  has  been  chosen  to 
occupy  positions  of  trust  and  responsitiiiity  within 
the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens.  lu  1874  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  cast  the  deciding  vote  which  defeated  Mr. 
Chandler  and  elected  Mr.  Christiancy  to  the  United 
States  Senate.  He  served  for  one  term  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee. 
He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  Judge  of  Probate  Court,  and  Judge  of 
Circuit  Court,  but,  Berrien  County  being  strongly 
Republican,  he  suffered  defeat  with  the  remainder 
of  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has  served  St.  Joseph 
as  City  Attoi-ney,  and  his  services  in  that  office 
were  important,  especially  from  April,  1891,  to 
April,  1892,  when  he  was  largely  instrumental  in 
securing  the  system  of  water  works  and  the  elec- 
tric street  railway  for  the  city  of  St.  Joseph. 

On  the  corner  of  Church  and  Pleasant  Streets, 
St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Potter  has  an  attractive  and  ele- 
gant residence.  He  was  married  in  February, 
1868,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Dougherty,  of  Berrien 
Springs,  They  have  four  sons,  and  with  the  eld- 
est the  firm  of  Potter  &  Potter  is  continued. 


"^^ 


3^ 


VMLLIAM  H.  COULTER,  the  popular  and 
III  efficient  Sheriff  of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a 
fj  native  of  the  State, and  was  born  in  How- 
ard Township  October  10,  1842.  Reared  upon 
the  old  Michigan  homestead,  he  was  early  trained 
in  the  everyday  duties  of  the  farm  and,  arrived  at 
manhood  thoroughly  versed  in  the  tilling  of  the 
soil,  continued  in  that  vocation  and  has  long  been 
known  as  one  of  the  most  successful  and  well- 
posted  agriculturists  in  Cass  County.  Our  subject 
was  the  third  of  four  children  who  blessed  the 
pioneer  home  of  James  and  Ann  (Wilson)  Coulter. 
Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  now  Mrs.  Eph- 
raim  White,  of  Howard  Township.  She  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead,  where  she  has  passed 
nearly  her  entire  life.  John  F.  has  made  his  home 
in  the   farther  West,   and   lives  in  Russell,  Kan, 


Sarah  A.  is  Mrs.  James  Douglas,  of  Xenia,  Ind. 
Our  subject  completes  the  list.  These  sisters  and 
brothers,  i-eared  and  carefully  educated  in  the 
home  of  their  childhood,  have  self-reliant ly  at^ 
tained  to  mature  age  and  worthily  occupy  posi- 
tions of  usefulness  and  influence. 

The  father,  James  Coulter,  was  a  native  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  there  passed  the  days  of  boy- 
hood. Energetic  and  enterprising,  he  removed 
with  his  wife  to  the  uewcr.country  of  Michigan, 
aud  in  1835  settled  on  the  farm  where,  after 
years  of  jjeaceful  toil,  he  died  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Clinton,  Ohio,  but  her  father,  Amos  Wil- 
son, and  her  paternal  grandfather,  John  Wilson, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  She  passed  peace- 
fully away  May  18,  1893,  after  a  residence  in  this 
county  of  fifty-seven  years. 

The  life  of  our  subject  has  been  closely  identi- 
tied  with  the  history  of  Cass  County,  its  rapid 
growth  and  its  numerous  progressive  interests.  A 
man  of  liberal  spirit  and  broad  ideas,  he  has  aided 
in  educational  advancement  and  been  foremost  in 
the  promotion  of  public  improvements.  Finan- 
cially prospered,  he  owns  about  three  hundred  and 
eight  acres  of  fine  (arming  land,  mostly  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved  with 
excellent  barns  and  a  substantial  and  commodious 
dwelling. 

January  4,  1865,  William  H.  Coulter  and  Miss 
Abigail  Vary  were  united  in  marriage  in  Howard 
Township.  Mrs.  Coulter  was  the  youngest  of  the 
three  daughters  of  Benjamin  O.  Vary,  who  with  his 
estimable  wife  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Stnle  of 
New  York.  The  two  sisters  of  Mrs.  William  Coul- 
ter are  Sarah  U.,  now  Mrs.  John  F.  Coulter,  and 
Miss  Melissa  Vary.  The  Vary  family  were,  like 
the  Coulters,  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county,  and,  well  known,  commanded  the  high  re- 
gard of  a  host  of  friends.  Our  subject  has  always 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  national  aflaire  and  is  ac- 
tively interested  in  local  issues.  Elected  in  the  fall 
of  1892  to  the  responsible  office  of  Sheriff  of  Cass 
County,  he  has  been  equal  to  all  the  demands  of 
the  position,  discharging  his  daily  round  of  duty 
with  able  fidelity.  January  I,  1893,  he  made  his 
permanent  residence  at  the  county  seat  and  has 
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since  given  liis  entire  time  to  his  official  work. 
Surraundod  by  life-time  friends  and  associations, 
lie  enjoys  the  confldenoo  of  the  community  and  is 
numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  and  reii- 
rcsentative  men  of  Cass  County. 


11^ AVID  C.  TIIICKSTUN.  a  representative 
I  JJ  business  man  and  welt-biiowii  citizen  of 
^^^  Cassopolis,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  for  a 
number  of  years  extensively  engaged  in 
the  lumber  interests  of  his  purt  of  tbe  State.  He 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  horn  on  the 
26tli  of  May,  1860,  in  Crawford  County.  His  |Mr- 
ents,  David  and  Nancy  (Erwin)  Thickstun,  made 
their  home  in  the  old  Quaker  State,  and  there 
reared  their  family,  of  whom  David  C.  was  the 
youngest.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Robert  Er- 
win, was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Crawford 
County,  and,  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  reso- 
lute will,  successfully  met  and  overcame  the  difli- 
culties  and  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life. 
Rtiared  and  educated  in  the  paternal  home  and 
trained  to  habits  of  energetic  industry,  our  subject 
attained  to  manhood  in  Cassewago,  Pa.  Realizing 
the  larger  opportunities  offered  young  men  in  the 
newer  localities  of  the  West,  he  came  to  Michigan, 
settled  in  Lapeer  and  obtained  employment  with 
J.  L.  Berringev  &  Co.,  prominent  lumber  dealers 
of  that  locality.  Mr.  Thickstun  spent  two  yeai-s 
in  Lapeer,  engaged  with  the  same  company,  who, 
appreciating  his  services,  then  sent  him  to  repre- 
sent their  firm  in  a  new  field. 

April  1, 1878,  Mr.  Derringer,  having  bought  out 
t!ie  desirable  lumber  plant  of  McConncl!  &.  Son, 
situated  in  Cassopolis,  made  our  subject  manager 
of  this  branch  of  the  business,  and  for  nearly  two 
years  he  satisfactorily  continued  to  conduct  the 
affairs  as  manager,  but  in  January,  1881,  buying  a 
half-interest,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  profits  of 
the  house.  In  the  fall  of  1882  Mr.  Thickstun  was 
enabled    b^'  prudent   management  to  buy  the  re- 


maining interest  of  the  Bcrringer  ComiMwy,  and 
since  that    time  has  developed  the  business  into 


■t  of  the  county.  In 
of  lumber,  sash,  doors 
.0  deals  in  coal,  and  is 
the  "black  diamonds" 


one  of  the  largest  in  this 
addition  to  the  large  ii 
and  shingles  carried,  he 
in  fact  the  only  one  handl; 
in  Cassopolis. 

Our  subject  was  married  about  one  year  after 
his  location  in  Cass  County,  December  1,  1879,  to 
Miss  Hattie  M.  Rogers,  of  Detroit,  Mich.  The 
Rogers  family  were  oid  and  highly  esteemed  i-esi- 
dentiS  of  Decatur,  Mich,,  for  many  years  and  have 
in  that  locality  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thickstun  has  been  blessed  by  the  presence  of  two 
bright  and  intelligent  daughters,  Elnora  and  Irma. 

In  fraternal  association  our  subject  occupies  a 
high  place  in  the  order  of  the  AnciLnt  iiee  &  Ac- 
cepted Masons.  He  is  a  valued  membei  of  Backus 
Lodge  No.  55,  and  was  lieasuiei  of  the  same 
for  about  ten  years.  He  is  also  i  member  of 
Kingsbury  Chapter,  of  which  he  hai  officiated  as 
High  Priest  for  the  past  three  terras,  and  has  like- 
wise been  Secretary  of  the  chapter.  Mr.  Thick- 
stun is  connected  with  Niles  Commandery  and 
is  one  of  the  twelve  Knights  Templar  who  affiliate 
there.  Politically,  he  is  a  strong  Democrat,  and 
without  being  desirous  of  office  is  ever  interested 
in  both  local  and  national  issues.  He  is  a  liberal 
and  putilic-spii'ited  citizen  and  has  ably  aided  in 
forwarding  needed  improvements  and  local  enter- 
prises. 


ellARLES  MILLER,  dealer  in  real  estate  at 
St.  Joseph,  and  formerly  Oil  Inspector  of 
Berrien  County,  was  born  in  New  Orleans, 
La.,  December  1,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Catharine  (Minger)  Miller,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Germany,  and  emigrated  thence  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  New  Orleans.  After  re- 
siding in  that  city  for  a  number  of  years,  the  fam- 
ily returned  to  Germany,  when  Charles  was  about 
five  years  of  age.     He  continued  to  live  there  un- 
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til  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  attxindiDg  the 
schools  in  that  country.  About  1856  the  family 
left  Germany  and  removed  to  Indianapolis,  where 
the  husband  and  father  departed  this  life  in  1874, 
the  mother  t>asging  away  in  18G1. 

Our  subjeet  accompanied  his  parents  in  their  re- 
moval lo  Indianapolis,  and  there  grew  to  mature 
years.  In  the  common  schools  of  that  city  he  ac- 
quired a  good  knowledge  of  the  English  language 
and  an  excellent  pi-actical  education.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  he  accompanied  a  gentleman  named  An- 
drews to  Germany,  and  visited  Ludwig,  London, 
Paris,  Havre  and  Monheim,  remaining  about  one 
year.  Returning  to  America,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  miller  at  Indianapolis.  At  the  time  of  the 
survey  for  the  line  of  the  Chicago  &  West  Michi- 
gan Railway,  he  was  a  member  of  the  corps  of  sur- 
veyors that  laid  out  the  route.  In  the  spring  of 
1867,  he  returned  to  work  in  the  St.  Joseph  Flour- 
ing Mills,  and  in  1870  he  was  appointed  head 
miller,  in  which  capacity  he  remained  for  ten 
years,  giving  excellent  satisfaction  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  concern.  He  started  in  business  for 
himself  in  1880,  when  he  embarked  in  the  grocery, 
crockery  and  silverware  trade  in  St.  Joseph,  and 
conducted  the  establishment  with  the  greatest 
efficiency  until  1889,  when  he  sold  the  Stock.  In 
1891  he  was  appointed  Oil  Inspector  of  Berrien 
County  for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  has  been 
identified  with  the  public  affairs  of  St.  Joseph 
ever  since  he  became  a  citizen  of  the  place.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  advocates  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  party  first,  last  and  all  the  time.  His 
fellow-citizens,  recognizing  his  capabilities,  have 
called  him  to  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  his 
services  have  been  eminently  satisfactory.  In 
1886  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  St. 
Joseph  for  a  term  of  one  year,  and  was  afterward 
re-elected,  serving  until  1888,  Later  he  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  the  township,  and  still  occu- 
pies that  position. 

Mr.  Miller  has  a  pleasant  residence  on  Langley 
Avenue,  where,  in  the  society  of  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, he  finds  a  delightful  recreation  from  the 
caies  of  business.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  May 
20,  1874,  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Berg,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Anna  Maria  (Johns)  Berg, 


residents  of  St.  Joseph.  Mr.  Berg  was  born  in  Ba- 
varia, Germany,  whence  he  emigrated  to  America, 
and  at  first  located  in  Chicago,  remaining  in  that 
city  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1850  he  cime  to 
St.  Joseph,  and  here  resided  until  he  passed  away, 
December  28,  1883.  Mrs.  Miller  was  born  in  Lake 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  November  11, 
1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  Simon  C,  and  Joseph  J.,  who  are 
manly  youths  of  seventeen  and  fifteen  years,  re- 
spectively; Katie  M.,  who  is  eleven  years  of  age; 
George  N.,  Ellen  M.,  Charles  W.  and  Mary  M.,  the 
latter  a  bright  and  interesting  child  of  two  years. 
The  family  worships  at  the  Catholic  Ciiurch,  of 
which  Mrs.  Miller  is  a  devoted  member.  Mr- 
Miller  holds  fraternal  relations  witli  Occidental 
Lodge  No.  56,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  St.  Joseph. 


^—^^- 


AIA'JN  M.  EDICK,  President  of  tlie  Excel- 
sior Gas  Company  at  Benton  Harbor,  and 

_  one"  of  the  prosperous  business  men  of  this 
city,  was  born  in  Athens,  Tenn.,  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1849,  being  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Carter)  Edick,  natives  of  New  York  State, 
His  father,  shortly  after  his  marriage  in  the  Em- 
pire State,  removed  to  Tennessee  to  take  charge  of 
an  iron  furnace  at  Atlicns,  and  resided  in  that 
place  for  five  years,  when  he  died.  At  the  time 
of  his  demise  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  with 
every  promise  of  a  successful  and  prosperous 
business  career,  and  his  untimely  deatli  was 
mourned  not  only  by  his  immediate  relatives,  but 
also  by  his  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  His  wife 
survived  him  many  years  and  passed  away  in 
Michigan,  in  October,  1878. 

The  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  children,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography  accompanied  his  half-brother 
to  southern  Illinois  in  his  childhood,  and  resided 
in  McLean sbo rough  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old, 
meanwhile  enjoying  excellent  educational  advan- 
tages in  the  schools  of  that  place.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  became  a  clerk  in  tlie  general  store  of 
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A.  P.  Gardner,  at  Albion,  Midi.,  and  remained  in 
that  position  for  a  Dumber  of  years.  The  year 
1871  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Benton  Harbor, 
where  lie  occupied  a  clerical  position  in  the  era- 
ploy  of  Brunson  &  Johnson.  Later  he  clerked  in 
tlie  hardware  store  of  Piatt  Bros.,  of  St.  Josejili, 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  employed  hy 
that  Arm  to  take  charge  of  a  branch  litore  in  Hen- 
ton  Harbor,  conducting  that  establishment  for 
five  years. 

In  the  meantime  Mr,  Edick  became  interested  m 
the  Alden  Evaporating  and  Canning  Company,  of 
which  he  was  Scoretaiy  and  Treasurer  foi'  ten 
years,  or  until  the  factory  burned  down.  He  then 
purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  stockiiolders, 
and,  re-organizing'  the  enterprise  under  the  name 
of  tlic  Alden  Canning  Company,  has  continued  its 
manager  until  the  present  time.  It  is  largely 
through  his  efforts  that  the  concern  has  acquired  a 
prominent  jxisition  among  the  industries  of  Berrien 
County.  In  1881,  lie  embarked  in  the  hardware 
business,  associating  himself  with  A,  Vincent,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Edick  it  Vincent.  Eighteen 
months  later  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Edick 
&  Piatt,  and  under  that  title  the  business  was 
conducted  about  two  years,  when  our  subject  pur- 
eliased  Mr.  Piatt's  interest  and  has  since  conducted 
the  enterprise  under  the  title  of  C.  M.  Kdick. 

Tiie  hardware  establishment  is  complete  in  all 
its  appointments.  The  store  is  25x125  feet  in  di- 
mensions, and  there  is  also  an  annex,  25x80  feet 
The  stock  includes  a  complete  assortment  of  shelf 
hardware,  paints,  oils  and  farming  machinery,  and 
the  uniformly  accurate  methods  upon  which  the 
business  is  conducted  have  secured  for  the  pro- 
prietor a  large  and  st«adiiy  growing  trade.  Mr. 
Kdk'k  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  the 
Fii'St  National  Bank  of  Benton  Harbor.  What  be 
has  and  what  he  is  may  he  attributed  to  his  own 
arduous  exertions,  for  when  he  commenced  in 
business  he  had  no  money  capital  or  influential 
friends,  but  by  perseverance  and  good  judgment 
he  has  become  well-to-do. 

While  Mr.  Edick  is  not  a  partisan  nor  radical  in 
his  political  preferences,  lie  gives  his  influence  to 
the  Republican  party  and  favors  its  candidates 
with    his   ballot.     In   his  social  connections,  lie  is 


identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  I^kfe  Shore  Lodge  No.  298.  He  was 
m.irried  December  6,  1882,  to  Miss  Mary  F.  Baiey, 
who  at  that  time  was  residing  in  Benton  Harbor, 
but  ib  a  native  of  New  York.  In  social  circles  Mr. 
and  Mre.  Edick  occupy  a  prominent  position,  being 
numbered  among  the  influential  and  popular  resi- 
dents of  Benton  Harbor. 


j|L_^  ENRY  W.  HABWOOD,  a  leading  citizen 
iTjtj  and  representative  agrieultui-ist,  whose  fine 
1^^^  homestead,  one  of  the  oldest  farms  in 
(^  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  attractively  located 
upon  the  banks  of  Pleasant  Lake,  Ontwa  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  bis  home  county  and  was 
born  within  throe  miles  of  Edwardsburgh  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1847.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Hopkins)  llarwood.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Harwood,  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Har- 
wood,  who  with  two  brothers,  John  and  Jasper, 
emigrated  to  America  in  Colonial  days.  Thomas 
and  John  settled  in  Delaware,  and  Jasper  located 
in  Maryland.  Thomas  was  «  presperous  tiller  of 
the  soil  and  improved  a  valuable  farm  upon  his 
homestead  in  Delaware,  rearing  one  child,  a  son, 
John.  Tins  son  was  educated  and  married  in  his 
native  State,  passing  his  entire  life  within  its 
borders.  He  was  opposed  to  slavery  and  never 
held  any  of  the  blacks  in  bondage  except  as  he 
paid  fines  and  redeemed  them  when  imprisoned. 
Grandfather  Harwood  accumulated  a  handsome 
estate,  and  was  a  man  of  note  in  his  section  of 
the  country.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Talbcrt,  a 
Christian  lady  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Epi9C0|ml  Church.  Three  children  blessed  the  old 
home:  John,  Thomas  and  Jasper.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  died  at  fifty-five  years  of 
age,  his  wife  having  long  before  preceded  him 
to  the  bett«r  world.  The  family  property  was  in- 
herited by  tlic  eldest,  and  the  other  two  left  home 
to  make  their  way  in  the  world.  John  and  Jasper 
died  in  Delaware. 
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Thomaa  Haiwood  was  born  in  Delaware  in  1808, 
and  in  1845  removed  to  tbe  West  and  located  in 
Cas8  County,  Mich.  He  made  tlie  journey  from 
Lis  old  home  by  wagon,  and  was  six  weeks  on  the 
way.  He  wintered  two  years  in  Milton  Township, 
and  tiien  entered  forty  acres  in  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, which  he  partially  improved  and  then  sold. 
He  soon  afterw.tvd  purchased  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  three  miles  north  of  Edwardsburgh, 
which  he  cleared  and  finely  cultivated.  He  passed 
away  upon  this  homestead  in  the  spring  of  1879. 
He  was  a  Class-leader  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  also  one  of  its  efficient  Trus- 
tees. A  stanch  Democrat,  he  gave  able  service 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and,  a  public-spirited  cit- 
izen, was  liberal  in  his  support  of  the  Union  dur- 
ing the  late  war.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  a 
native  of  Maryland,  was  the  daughter  of  John  Hop- 
kins, a  blacksmith  by  trade,  who  participated  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  assisted  through  his  skill 
in  handling  the  tools  of  his  trade.  He  was  a  de- 
vout man  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  died  in  Maryland  after  rearing 
a  large  family.  The  four  sons  were  Nathaniel, 
William,  John  and  James.  The  daughters  were 
Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Ann  and  Levica.  Great- 
grandfather Frederick  Hopkins  was  a  teacher  all 
his  life,  and  on  account  of  being  crippled  was  un- 
able to  perform  hard  labor.  The  Hopkins  are  of 
English  ancestry. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Hopkins)  Harwood  died  in  October, 
1891,  in  her  eighty-fourth  year.  She  was  the  mo- 
ther of  six  stalwart  sons,  and  was  twice  married. 
Her  first  husband  was  .Jonathan  Primrose,  to  whom 
she  bore  one  son,  William  J.  The  five  sons  of 
Thomas  Harwood  were  John,  who  died  on  the 
homestead;  James,  of  Mississippi,  where  he  owns 
a  large  plantation;  Jacob  W.,  of  Medical  Lake, 
Wash.,  who  was  tbe  first  to  discover  the  medicinal 
qualities  of  the  water  and  manufacture  a  powder 
from  boiling  water  called  Medical  Lake  Salts; 
Henry  W.  and  Thomas  J., of  Nebraska;  and  Jacob, 
who  served  in  Company  H,  Thirtieth  Michigan 
Regiment.  Henry  W.  received  a  good  common- 
school  education  in  his  home  neighborhood. 

In  the  fall  of  1864,  our  subject,  then  only  sev- 
enteen   years  of    age,    enlisted    in   the   Thirtieth 


Michigan  Regiment,  and  served  at  Detroit.  He 
was  mustered  out  in  July,  1865,  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Arrived  at  his  majority,  he  was  employed 
by  the  Louisville  Transfer  Company,  and  remained 
in  their  service  four  and  a-half  years,  for  two  years 
of  the  time  being  Assistant  Superintendent.  Mak- 
ing his  home  again  in  Michigan,  he  purchased  the 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm,  to  which  ho 
afterward  added  until  he  has  in  his  homestead 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  acres.  Mr.  Harwood 
is  a  man  of  liberal  spirit  and  Is  independent  in 
local  politics,  giving  his  vote  to  the  best  man,  but 
he  supports  the  National  Republican  ticket.  He 
has  refused  political  office,  preferring  to  do  his 
duty  as  a  simple  citizen. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  1887, 
with  Miss  Maggie  Breece,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sai-ah  (Wilson)  Breece.  The  estimable  wife  passed 
away  in  1889,  aged  thirty-seven.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chureh  and  a  sin- 
cere Christian  woman.  Her  death  was  mourned 
by  all  who  knew  her.  Mr.  Harwood  is  a  Trustee 
of  tbe  church,  and  is  active  in  all  good  work. 
A  long-time  resident  of  his  present  locality,  lie 
has  been  intimately  associated  with  the  growth 
and  rapid  progress  of  Cass  County,  and,  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  commands  the  confidence  of 
the  entire  community  of  Ontwa  Township. 


'l^^  FENCER  B.  VAN  HORN.  In  enumerating 
^^^  the  prominent  business  establishments  of 
Ifl/^  Benton  Harbor,  mention  is  invariably 
made  of  the  store  owned  and  conducted  by 
Mr.  Van  Horn.  The  building  is  conveniently  and 
centrally  located  for  purposes  of  trade,  and  is 
admirably  adapted  for  the  display  of  a  fine  stock 
of  dry  goods,  notions  and  carpets,  having  a  front- 
age of  twenty-five  and  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet.  The  stock  is  large  and  very 
completely  assorted,  and  as  the  proprietor  main- 
tains the  most  favorable  relations  witli  producers, 
he  is  able  to  keep  his  stock  up  to  the  very  highest 
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standard  of  qualitj  and  to  give  the  people  every 
advantage  in  prices.  As  a  consequence  of  tliose 
facilities,  combined  with  fair  dealings,  lie  lias  es- 
tablished an  extensive  business  and  holds  a  prom- 
inent position  among  the  leading  merchants  of 
Southwestern  Michigan. 

A  native  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  our  subject 
was  born  March  15,  1847,  and  is  the  youngest  of 
four  children  of  Jacob  and  Euphemia  (Kinsey) 
Van  Horn,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  father, 
wlio  was  a  fanner  by  occupation,  removed  with 
his  family  to  Rerrieii  County,  Mich.,  in  1837  and 
locatj^d  on  a  farm  four  and  one-half  miles  east  of 
Benton  Harbor,  wheie  he  conducted  general  agri- 
cultural and  stock-raising  pursuits.  In  1865  he 
came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  for  a  number  of 
years  lie  conducted  a  boot  and  shoe  business.  He 
died  in  this  city  in  1868.  His  widow  survived 
him  for  a  number  of  yeai-s,  dying  in  Benton  Har- 
bor in  1886. 

Until  eighteen  years  of  age  the  subject  of  this 
sketcli  resided  on  the  home  farm,  meantime  at- 
tending the  district  schools  and  also  carrying  on 
his  studies  in  the  St.  Joseph  High  School  for  two 
yeai-s.  His  mercantile  experience  commenced  with 
a  clerkship  in  the  store  of  Alvin  Burridge,  of  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  aftc^r  which  lie  was  employed  by 
Geoi-ge  Rico,  and  later  by  the  firm  of  Pitoher  & 
Jones,  remaining  in  the  latter  position  two  years. 
He  was  then  employed  by  H.  M.  Zekind,  of  St. 
JosepI).  He  was  econoniicai  and  industrious, and, 
carefully  saving  his  earnings,  he  was  enabled  to 
start  in  business  for  himself.  In  1878  he  em- 
barked in  the  dry-goods  business  at  Benton  Har- 
bor, an<l  a  few  years  afterward  added  a  large  as- 
sortment of  carpets  to  bis  stock. 

November  1,  1876,  Mr.  Van  Horn  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Ogden,  of  Benton  Har- 
bor, her  parents,  Stansbery  and  Ruth  A.  Ogden, 
liaving  been  long-time  residents  of  this  city. 
One  child  iias  blessed  the  union,  Lucy  O.,  who  is  a 
student  in  the  city  schools.  Tiie  family  residence 
is  a  comfortable  abode  and  is  pleasantly  located  on 
the  corner  of  Ogden  and  Empire  Avenues.  In 
politics  Mr.  Van  Horn  is  a  prominent  Republican 
and  has  served  as  Alderman  from  the  Second 
Ward  for  several  years.     Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 


Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Calvin 
Brittatn  Chapter  No.  72,  R,  A.  M.;  and  he  joined 
Niles  Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T.,  but  has  since 
changed  his  membership  to  Malta  Commandery, 
recently  instituted  at  Benton  Harbor. 


eHRISTOPHER  S.  BOYLE,  a  retired  mer- 
chant residing  in  Benton  Harbor,  was  born 
in  the  city  of  New  York  on  Christmas 
Day,  1829.  He  is  the  son  of  John  Boyle,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  and  a  pioneer  of  Webster  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  who  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Ann  Arbor  in  May  1836,  and  there  re- 
sided until  his  death,  in  October,  1870.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of  Bridget 
Quirk,  and  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Monster, 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland.  Her  father,  Daniel 
Quirk,  served  for  twenty-one  years  in  the  British 
army,  and  died  in  the  Emerald  Isle.  Mr.  Boyle 
was  also  born  in  the  Province  of  Munster,  County 
Tipperaiy,  Ireland. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  our  subject  removed 
with  his  parents  from  New  York  to  Michigan, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  Ids  father's  farm  in 
Washtenaw  County.  In  the  spring  of  1852,  he 
joined  the  Argonauts  who  were  journeying  West- 
ward to  seek  their  fortune  in  the  new  El  Dorado. 
Driving  five  yoke  of  cattle,  he  made  the  long  jour- 
ney from  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  to  Placcrville,  Cal.,  in 
one  hundred  and  twelve  days.  Upon  arrival  at 
his  destination,  he  engaged  in  gold-uiining  and 
also  for  a  time  worked  in  a  sawmill.  In  February, 
1855,  he  returned  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to 
New  York  City,  and  thence  came  direct  to  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich. 

After  working  on  a  farm  in  Washtenaw  County 
for  one  year,  he  went,  in  the  spring  of  1856,  to 
Osawatoniie,  Kan.,  but  returned  in  a  few  weeks. 
On  his  return  be  removed  to  Watervliet,  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.,  and  there  secured  uniploy- 
ment  in  a  sawmill,  remaining  in  that  positiou 
for  two   years.     Later    he    worked  on   a  farm  in 
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Bainbridge  Township,  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  tlie 
soil  for  tliree  years.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  re- 
moved to  St,  Joseph,  and  for  one  yeai'  was  pro- 
prietor of  a  meat-market  tliere.  Jn  the  spring  of 
1862  he  opened  a  meat-market  in  Benton  Harbor, 
which  he  conducted  for  five  years.  Then,  dispos- 
ing of  that  business,  he  opened  a  grocery  store, 
and  soon  gained  a  large  and  profitable  trade  with 
tlie  people  of  Benton  Harbor.  In  January,  1890, 
he  closed  out  the  business  and  retired  from  active 
Jabor.  He  is  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate  in 
the  city,  including  his  residence  on  the  corner  of 
Territorial  and  Fourth  Streets. 

Politically,  Mr.  Boyle  is  a  Democrat.  For  two 
terms  he  served  as  Trustee  of  the  village,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1892  he  was  appointed  Sewer  Com- 
missioner, which  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  a  man 
who  takes  an  intelligent  intei-est  in  local  allairs 
as  well  as  in  matters  of  general  importance,  and 
has  decided  opinions  upon  all  subjects  of  the  day. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge 
No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Calvin  Brittain  Chapter 
No.  72;  and  the  Council  at  St.  Joseph.  His  mar- 
riage took  place  on  the  81st  of  March,  IS.'i?,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Carolina  Scherer,  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  David  Scherer.  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Boyle  are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter:  William  C,  David  C.  S.  and  Car- 
rie H. 


W  EWIS  STORMS.  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
ll  (^  ^^  trace  the  history  of  those  of  the  early 
jl— ^V^  pioneers  of  Berrien  County  who  have  per- 
severed through  trials  and  hardships  and  have  at 
last  reached  the  point  where  they  can  enjoy  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  which  rightly  belong  to 
them.  In  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  we  find  such  a  history,  and  the 
popularity  that  belongs  to  such  a  nian  is  the  just 
meed  which  his  neighbors  are  glad  to  pay  to  his 
worth  and  work. 

This  representative  pioneer  of  Berrien  County, 


who  resides  on  section  32,  Niles  Township,  is  a 
product  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  February  23,  1818.  His  parents,  Samuel 
and  Clarissa  (Hill)  Storms,  were  natives  also  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  tliere  they  were  mar- 
ried. Following  this  they  located  in  Centreport, 
where  the  father  followed  his  trade  of  carriage- 
maker,  continuing  this  until  about  a  year  previ- 
ous to  his  death,  when  he  bought  a  farm  near 
Arcade,  N.  Y.  There  he  died  when  about  sixty 
years  of  age.  ■  His  wife  lived  to  be  about  eighty- 
six  years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  our  subject  being  fourth  in  order  of 
birth. 

Lewis  Storms  remained  with  his  parents  until 
eight  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  live  with  an 
old  Presbyterian  deacon  by  the  name  of  Hamilton, 
and  remained  with  him  until  about  twenty  years 
of  age,  working  on  a  farm.  Later  he  worked  by 
the  month  for  one  year  near  Syracuse,  N.  Y,,  and 
then,  in  1844,  came  direct  to  Michigan  and  located 
in  Berrien  County.  He  engaged  in  chopping 
wood  and  clearing  land,  working  by  the  month, 
and  received  110  per  month  for  his  services. 
Right  in  this  county,  working  by  the  month, 
Mr,  Storms  laid  the  foundation  for  bis  subse- 
quent prosperous  career.  The  usual  experience 
of  pioneer  life  marked  bis  boyhood,  and  he  early 
decided  that  farming  was  his  vocation.  Although 
he  did  not  have  a  cent  when  ho  first  came  to  this 
county,  he  was  possessed  of  a  wonderful  amount 
of  push  and  pluck,  and  at  first  worked  almost 
every  way  to  make  an  honorable  living.  He 
bought  hoi'scs,  matched  tliem,  and  tlien  sold  them 
at  A  profit.  Later  he  bought  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  all  wild  land,  settled  on  this  and  began 
making  improvements. 

He  chose  his  wife  in  the  pereon  of  Miss  Lydia 
Baker,  daughter  of  Nathan  Baker,  and  took  his 
bride  to  the  log  house  he  had  erected  on  his  farm. 
Ho  cut  the  logs  and  built  the  house  himself,  and 
ho  and  his  young  companion  began  housekeeping 
in  a  very  modest  way,  their  furniture  being  of  the 
simplest  description.  He  partly  cleared  this  farm, 
but  subsequently  moved  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives.  This  farm  consists  of  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  aci-es,  the  most  of  it  under  cultivation,  and 
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is  one  of  tlie  fiuest  rural  homes  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Storms  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
fruits  of  his  labor  and  of  the  energy  and  good 
judgment  he  has  displayed  in  the  management  of 
his  fine  farm.  He  is  a  seif-made  man  in  nil 
that  the  words  imply,  and  all  that  he  has  ac- 
cumulated has  been  the  result  of  industry  and 
economy  on  the  jMirt  of  himself  and  his  estimable 
lady. 

As  the  yeare  passetl  by  there  gathered  around 
his  hearthstone  two  bright  children,  Edmund  B. 
_  and  Martha,  the  latter  now  the  wife  of  Fred 
Voung,  of  Niles  Township.  Mr.  Storms'  political 
views  bring  him  into  action  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  has  great  faith  in  the  principles  pro- 
claimed by  that  party.  He  held  the  office  of 
County  Treasurer  for  some  time  and  has  held 
Other  positions  of  importance,  such  as  Supervisor 
and  Township  Treasurer. 


-.^^.^^I^t...^.^ 


il'  ON.  AIX)NZO  I'LUMMER,  Mayor  of  Ben- 
Wjm  ton  Harbor,  and  one  of  the  successful  at- 
'J^^  torneys  of  southwestern  Michigan,  is  a 
^P  native  of  Maine,  iiaving  been  born  in 
Hartland,  Somerset  County,  on  the  18th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 184a.  His  parents,  William  and  Fannie 
((Sordon)  Plumntcr,  were  likewise  natives  of 
Maine,  the  former  being  a  son  of  William  Plum- 
mer,  of  Danville,  that  Stale.  The  boyhood  yeai-s 
of  our  subject  were  somewhat  uneventfully  passed 
in  the  place  of  his  birtli,  where  he  acquired  the 
rudimcnU  of  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  subsequently  pursued  his  studies  in  St.  Al- 
ban  "s  Academy. 

■When  about  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Plummer 
enlisted  for  service  in  his  country's  defense,  and 
on  the  1st  of  Marcli,  1862,  his  name  was  enrolled 
as  a  private  in  the  Fourth  Maine  Battery,  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  On  the  9th 
of  February,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Second  Lieutenant  in  Company  A.  Thirtieth 
United  States  Colored  Troops,  and  in   July  of  the 


following  year  was  again  promoted  for  gallantry 
and  bravery  becoming  First  Lieutenant,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His 
command  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Among  the  important  engagements  in  which  he 
participated  may  be  mentioned  those  of  Cedar 
Mountain,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
and  the  siege  of  I'etersburg.  He  was  present  at 
the  capture  of  Ft.  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  12,  1865, 
and  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  as  well  as 
numerous  minor  engagements,  in  all  of  which  his 
conduct  was  meritorious. 

After  having  been  honorably  discharged  at  tho 
close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Plummer  returned  to  his 
old  home  in  Maine.  Soon  afterward  he  entered 
the  Albany  {N.  Y.)  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  May,  1866,  and  during  the 
same  year  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  immediately  came 
West  and,  locating  in  Minneapolis,  conducted  an 
extensive  practice  both  in  that  city  and  St.  Paul 
until  April,  1869,  meantime  gaining  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  a  skillful  and  well-informed  legal 
practitioner.  Returning  to  the  East,  he  sojourned 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  until  1870,  when  he  came  to 
Benton  Harbor,  and  has  since  been  identified  with 
the  history  of  this  place,  being  one  of  its  most 
prominent  public  men  and  successful  attorneys. 

On  August  12,  1867.  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Plummer  to  Ellen  D.  Hawkes,  of  New  York, 
the  daughter  of  Ahijah  and  Louisa  Hawkes,  na- 
tives of  Maine.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
bless  the  home,  Edith  and  Harry,  in  whose  edu- 
cation Mr.  Plummer  and  his  wife  have  spared 
neither  expense  nor  time.  As  has  been  already 
stated,  Mr.  Plummer  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
of  Benton  Harbor's  citizens,  and  has  been  one  of 
the  most  important  factors  in  the  growth  of  the 
place.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city,  and  is  now  holding  that  posi- 
tion, doing  much  to  secure  municipal  reforms  and 
improvements,  and  laboring  effectively  foi-  the 
advancement  of  the  place  and  the  best  interests 
of  the  citizens.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14.  G,  A.  R.,  and  as 
OBC  of  the  brave  soldiers   to   whom  we  owe   the 


Hosted  by 


Google 


204, 


POitTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


preservation  of  Ihe  Union  is  entitled  to  the  grat- 
itude of  all  wbo  love  their  country.  In  politics  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leadei-s  of  the  party  in  this  portion  of  the 
State. 


^^EORGE  F.  SILVER,a  prominentcitizenand 
ill  c—  '^^^^  agriculturist  of  On tw a,  Cass  County, 
^^J  Mich.,  has  held  with  efficiency  various  offi- 
cial positions  of  trust,  and  is  widely  known  as  a 
man  of  sterlinfr  integrity  and  fine  business  attain- 
meuts.  Mr.  Silver  was  born  January  9,  1835,  id 
Newport,  Sullivan  County,  N.  H.,  and  was  the  son 
of  Oren  and  Abigail  (Fifield)  Silver.  The  paternal 
great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject  emigrated 
from  Scotland  to  New  England,  and  in  New 
Hamirahire,  the  great-grandfather,  John  Silver,  is 
supposed  to  have  been  born.  He  was  by  trade  a  ma- 
son, and,  a  man  of  enterprise,  journeyed  to  Michi- 
gan in  a  very  early  day  and  died  in  his  new  home 
at  over  four-score  years  and  ten.  His  good  wife 
also  passed  away  in  Michigan,  at  about  the  same 
age.  They  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  were  upright  and  conscientious  in  the  daily 
work  of  life.  Fraternally,  Great-grandfather  Sil- 
ver was  connected  with  the  Ancient  Free  &  Ac- 
cepted Masons.  The  venei-able  couple  were  the 
parents  of  a  large  family  of  children,  and  reared 
to  maturity  Jacob,  Josiah,  John,  Jeremiah, 
Joan,  Abiel,  Margaret,  and  Benjamin,  who  is  the 
only  survivor  and  now  resides  in  Kensington,  111. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  also  John  Silver,  was 
a  New  Ilampshii-o  farmer,  and  in  about  1850 
located  in  Ontwa  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich., 
and  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  yean"  in 
Sullivan  County,  N.  H.  He  was  a  minute-man 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  leading  member  ot 
the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons.  Until  1840 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  then  became  a  Whig,  and 
later  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party. 
Twice  married,  he  first  became  the  husband  of 
Judith  Colby,  the  mother  of  one  child,  Oi-en.  The 
first  wife  dying   in    New  Hampshire  in  the  year 


1820,  he  again  married  in  New  Hampshire.  While 
in  New  Hampshire  he  kept  an  hotel  and  owned  a 
stage-line.  He  farmed  in  Michigan  and,  energetic 
and  industrious,  was  prospered.  He  was  a  sincere 
Christian  man  and  a  valued  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  An- 
cient Free  &  Accepted  Masons  and  had  manj-  warm 
friends  within  and  without  that  ancient  order. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Oren  Silver,  was  born 
upon  the  old  homestead  among  the  Granite  Ilills 
of  New  Hampshire,  December  8,  1812.  He  had 
arrived  at  mature  years  before  he  made  his  home 
in  the  West.  He  first  came  to  Edwardaburgh  in 
September,  1835,  and  journeyed  from  his  New 
England  home  by  canal  and  lake  to  Detroit  and 
thence  by  stage  to  Cass  County. 

Father  Silver  followed  the  business  of  an  hotel- 
keeper  for  six  years  in  Michigan,  and  then  re- 
turned to  New  Hampshire  with  a  team  and  re- 
mained one  year.  At  the  expiration  of  a  twelve- 
month he  drove  slowly  back  to  Michigan  and 
bought  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  land  two  miles 
southeast  of  Edwardsburgh.  In  about  1846  Oren 
Silver  settled  where  Dr.  Sweetland  now  resides,  the 
proi>erty  then  being  owned  by  Abial  Silver,  who 
was  Land  Commissioner.  He  was  Commissioner 
when  the  State  capitol  was  laid  out,  when  the  wip- 
ital  was  located  at  Lansing.  In  about  1850  the 
father  of  our  subject  bought  forty  acres  where  he 
resides  and  to  which  he  has  siuee  added,  now 
owning  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  all  under  ex- 
cellent improvement,  with  a  handsome  and  com- 
modious residence,  substantial  barns  and  out- 
buildings. In  starting  out  in  life,  the  main  capi- 
tal of  Oren  Silver  was  youth,  ambition  and  energy, 
which,  coupled  with  good  judgment,  have  aided 
him  to  climb  up  the  ladder  of  life.  He  is  in  religious 
belief  a  Swedenborgian,  and  is  fraternally  a  Free 
Mason.     His  only  child  is  George  F. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
l>orhood,  and  has  always  made  hia  home  with  his 
parents.  He  has  run  a  thresher  fur  thirty-four 
years,  and  has  held  with  ability  several  impor- 
tant offices  of  the  township.  He  is  now  Clerk, 
and  as  Supervisor  aided  in  local  progress  and  im- 
provements.    Although  he  did  uot  enlist  in  the 
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late  war,  he  served  for  a  time  as  a  teamster  in 
Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  working  for  tlie  Govern- 
ment. He  is  a  Democrat  and  is  active  in  politics. 
He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Ac- 
(jepted  Masons  and  belongs  to  tbe  chapter.  Mr. 
Silver  was  united  in  marriage  June  6,  1862,  with 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Haney,  of  Ontwa  Township,  Cass 
County,  Mieli.,  and  a  daugiitcr  of  Charles  and 
Jane  (Smith)  Ilaney.  Mr.  Haney  emigrated  from 
Baden,  Germany,  in  1836,  and,  arriving  in  the 
United  States,  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  entered  and  improved  eighty  aci-es  of  land  and 
survived  until  January,  1892.  A  wife  and  five 
children  mourned  his  death.  Mrs.  Haney  was  a 
nativeof  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Smith,  a  pioneer  of  Cass  County,  who  located 
in  this  part  of  Michigan,  in  Ontwa  Township,  in 
about  1829.  He  died  on  his  homestead,  respected 
by  all   who  knew  liim.     Mr.  Smith  was  of  direct 

Our  subject  and  liis  estimable  wife  were 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children.  Isabelle, 
tbe  eldest,  died  at  two  years  of  age.  Belle  is  the 
widow  of  Charles  Flint.  Mary  died  at  two  years 
of  age.  Dora  and  Benjamin  survive.  Mr.  and 
Mi's.  Silver  have  spent  their  years  among  the  asso- 
ciations of  youth  and  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  large  acquaintance  of  their  lifetime, 
and  in  the  social  and  benevolent  work  of  their  lo- 
cality, they  lend  ready  aid,  being  both  liberal  in 
sentiment  and  public  spirited  in  action. 


GKOKGE  W.  JONKS.  Without  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  tiie  fate  of  a  bank 
is  sealed.  In  order  to  inspire  trust  there 
must  be  solid  capital  and  officials  of  established 
reputation.  Minorinstitutionsspring  up,  employ- 
ing outward  show  of  wealth,  and  thereby  deceiving 
the  simple,  but  solid,  reliable  business  men  are  not 
taken  in  by  outside  sheen  and  bold  pretense.  They 
demand  the  evidences  of  resources  and  liabilities 


and  the  character  ot  these.  Knowing  the  founda- 
tion to  be  secure,  then  they  confidently  entrust 
their  money  and  repose  faith  in  the  efficiency  and 
honesty  of  those  having  charge. 

Thei-e  is  something  refreshing  and  inspiring  in 
contemplating  an  institution  like  the  Exchange 
Bank  at  Marcellns,  for  it  is  one  of  the  most  conser- 
vatively conducted  financial  institutions  of  Cass 
County.  The  owner  and  proprietor,  George  W. 
Jones,  is  an  honorable  and  careful  man  and  one 
who  is  very  popular  and  respected  in  financial  and 
social  circles.  He  has  a  large  burglar-proof  safe  of 
the  very  latest  improved  pattern,  and  the  vault  is 
fire  proof.  The  bank  is  in  a  very  flattering  con- 
dition, as  is  shown  by  Mr.  Jones'  books  at  the  close 
of  business  June  30,  1893. 

Bksouuces. 
Real  Estate, 
Farm  Products, 
Live  Stock, 
Loans  on  Rea!  Estate, 
Loans  on  Collateral, 
Other  Loans  and  Discount 
Stocks  and  Bonds, 
Safe,  Furniture  and  Fixtu 
Due  from  other  Banks,  *7769  05 

Checks  and  other  Cash  Items,  1176  20 
Gold  Coin,  -  -  -  1842  50 
Silver  Coin,  -        -        -    o7fl  49 

Legal  Tendei's,  liank  Notes 

and  Coin  Certificates,  5082  00 

Total, 

Specified  Time  Deposits, 

Call  Certificates  of  Deposit, 
•Deposits  subject  to  Check, 
Bills  Payable, 
Net  Worth, 

Total,  $164808  51 

Courteous  and  atlentive  officials  and  clerks  afford 
ready  service  upon  such  as  may  have  business  with 
tbe  bank,  and    every  possible  care    is    taken    that 

everything  shall  l>e  dispatched  without  delay,  yet 
thoroughly. 


163250 

00 

1700 

00 

900 

00 

$25015 

06 

14471 

97 

40722 

24 

80209 

27 

- 

500 

00 

s. 

1800 

00 

1164808 

51 

142366  48 

11971 

54 

13770 

74 

2000 

00 

34699 

75 
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Mr,  Jones  is  a  product  of  llie  Buckeye  State, 
boi-D  in  Pi'eble  County  April  3,  1824,  and  comes 
of  Welsh  extraction  on  tlie  palcrnalside,  liisgieat- 
gi-eat-grandfatlier  liaving  left  that  country  for 
tliis  at  a  very  early  period.  George  Jones,  tlie 
grandfather  of  our  siibject,wasanativcof  Georgia, 
as  was  also  the  father  of  oursubject,  Henry  Jones, 
whose  birtli  occurred  about  1790.  The  gi-andfather 
.  married  Miss  Lydia  Hopson,  and  reared  his  family 
in  Ohio,  to  which  State  he  camo  in  1807.  He  left 
a  large  family  of  children.  His  son  Henry  was 
about  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Ohio,  and  he  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Uannah  Green.  Following  his  marriage  he 
located  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  there.  Agricultural  pursuits 
were  his  principal  occupation,  and  he  became  one 
of  the  foremost  farmers.  About  1830  he  moved  to 
Michigan,  settled  in  Penn  Township,  Cass  County, 
and  entered  and  bought  large  tracts  of  Govern- 
ment land,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  Lmtween 
eight  and  nine  hundred  acres.  He  brought  a  large 
amount  of  fine  stock  with  him  to  Cass  County,  and 
they  had  a  hard  time  to  live  through  the  first 
winter.  There  were  few  farmers  in  the  township 
at  that  time,  timber  covered  the  face  of  the  country, 
and  Mr.  Jones  and  family  fully  realized  the  pri- 
vations and  hardships  experienced  by  early  settlers. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  his  marriage,  but 
only  three  besides  our  subject  are  now  living,  a 
daughter  and  two  sons.  Esther,  widow  of  John 
Nixon,  resides  at  Marcellus;  Amos  resides  two 
miles  north  of  Cassopolis;  and  Phlneas  resides  on 
Young's  Prairie.  Those  deceased  were  named: 
Lydia,  Rebecca,  Elizabeth,  Phoibe,  Hannah,  Henry, 
Abigail  and  Jesse.  The  father  of  these  children 
was  reared  among  Quakers  and  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.  Formerly  a  Whig  in 
politics,  later  in  life  he  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  and  afUHated  with  that  party  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  March,  1851.  He  was  a  fine 
man  physically,  large  and  well  proportioned,  and 
very  seldom  ill.  For  one  term  he  was  County 
Commissioner  and  he  also  filled  the  olHce  of  Town- 
ship Supervisor,  as  well  as  other  township  offices. 

George  W,  Jones  was  about  six  years  of  age 
when   he  came  with  his  parents  to  Cass  County, 


Mich,,  and  in  this  county  he  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Much  of  his 
time  in  youth  was  passed  in  assisting  his  father 
clear  tlie  farm,  and  most  of  his  education  lias  been 
received  by  reading  and  experience.  Deer  and 
other  wild  animals  aliounded  at  that  time,  and 
Indians  were  common.  On  the  24th  of  December, 
1853,he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  EmmaB. 
Sherman,  daughter  of  Rlias  B.  Sherman.  The 
latter  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  date,  was 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  for  some  time,  and 
hel[ied  to  lay  out  the  town  of  Cassopolis.  He  ■ 
became  theownerof  two  hundred  acres  of  land, and 
was  an  influential  citizen.  Mrs.  Jones  was  born  in 
Cassopolis  and  died  at  her  home  in  Marcellus  in 
1870. 

Our  subject's  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Osborn,  daughter  of  Nathan  Osborn,  who  was  a 
i-eal-i'State  dealei-,  and  one  of  tlie  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mich.  He  was  Circuit  Judge  of  that 
county  and  held  other  positions  of  importance.  He 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,but  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Jones,  was  horn  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich., 
and  received  her  education  there  and  at  South 
Bend,  Ind.  After  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Jones 
located  on  Young's  Prairie,  purchased  and  in- 
herited from  his  father's  old  farm  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  timber  and  prairie  land,  and 
remained  on  this  until  1867,  when  he  moved  to 
Cassopolis,  Later  he  came  to  what  is  now  Mar- 
cellus, bought  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  eleven 
acres,  the  present  site  of  that  town,  and  he  and  a 
few  other  gbntlemen  laid  out  this  place,  Mr.  Jones 
then  engaged  in  a  real-estate  business  and  was  also 
engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  live  stock.  The 
latter  he  still  follows.  In  1877  he  established  the 
G.  W.  Jones  Exchange  Bank  of  Marcellus,  and  this 
bank  has  ever  retained  the  confidence  of  the  public 
in  the  highest  degree  and  is  in  every  respect  a 
model  financial  institution,  Mr,  Jones  is  now  tlie 
owner  of  over  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  most 
of  which  is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  besides 
considerable  v.iluable  village  property. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  this  union: 
Frank  S.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness; Carroll  S.,  Cashier  of  the  bank,  married  to 
Miss    Bessie,    daughter   of     Andi-ew    F.    Caul,    a 
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promiuent  farmer  and  Supervisor  of  the  town-' 
ship;  Henry  Bert,  now  in  his  father's  bank;  and 
Vera  May,  who  is  attending  the  school  at  Mar- 
cellus.  Politically,  Mr.  Jones  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  strong  tcni])erance  man  and  takes  a  great  deal 
of  interest  in  that  movement.  He  built  the  large, 
handsome  residence  where  he  now  lives  in  1886, 
at  an  expense  of  about  $5,000,  whieh  has  a  hot-air 
furnace,  and  hot  iind  cold  water  in  every  part  of 
the  house.  To  make  it  still  more  pleasant  and 
cheerful,  there  are  three  grates,  and  as  it  is  fur- 
nished with  table  and  good  judgment,  no  pleasanter 
home  can  be  found  in  the  county.  Tn  1890  he 
built  the  large  stone-front  bank  building  which  he 
now  owns.  It  is  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water, 
is  finished  in  haitl  wood,  and  is  one  of  the  finest, 
for  tJie  size  of  the  lown,  of  any  in  the  State, 


— =H^H^-i 


SJ  SAAC  N.  GABD,  No  tlieoie  is  more  agreeable 
jl  to  the  bi(^rapher  than  that  of  the  pioneer 
Ih,  times,  and  tlie  life-story  of  one  who  lias  passed 
through  that  trying  period  and  has  made  his  waj 
to  comfort  and  pi-ospcrity  through  liardships  and 
privations,  is  of  interest  to  even  one  In  thofae 
early  days  the  settlers  had  little  to  assist  them  in 
the  way  of  implements,  but  then  stiong  hands  and 
sturdy  independence  overcame  all  diffleulties. 

Mr.  Gard  was  born  in  Union  County,  Ind.,  July 
9,  1827,  of  the  marriage  of  Jonathan  Gard.  When 
but  two  years  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  the  Lake  State,  and  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Cass  Countj-.  Until  twenty-four 
years  of  age  he  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
and  during  that  time  he  attended  the  log  school- 
house  of  those  days,  where  he  was  taught  the 
"throe  B's,  reading,  'riting  and  "rithmetic."  On 
the  12th  ot  November,  1851,  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Shaw,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Julia 
(Saunders)  Shaw,  the  father  a  native  of  Virginia, 
born  in  1801,  and  the  mother  of  Maryland,  born 
in  1804.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  removed  to  Ohio 
when  young,  were  married  there,  and  later  came 


to  Michigan,  where  they  settled  in  Ross  County, 
From  there  they  removed  to  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  hut 
two  yeare  later  returned  to  Michigan.  They  set- 
tled in  Penn  Township,  this  county,  for  a  few 
years,  bnt  subsequently  moved  to  Little  Prairie 
Ronde,  Volinia  Township,  where  they  m.ade  their 
home  for  a  number  of  years.  Ilcr  death  occurred 
in  1856,  and  he  followed  her  to  the  grave  in  1872. 
Eleven  children  wore  born  to  them,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Mrs,  Gard  was  second  in  order  of 
birth,  and  was  bom  in  Ross  County,  December  10, 
1828.  She  was  but  four  yeai's  of  age  when  brought 
to  Michigan. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Gard  set- 
tled on  section  28,  Volinia  Township,  and  began 
to  impiove  his  farm,  remaining  there  four  years. 
In  1856  he  settled  upon  his  present  farm, and  liere 
he  has  continued  to  reside.  He  is  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  in  1856 
he  erected  a  substantial  and  commodious  house. 
For  six  3'ears  he  was  interested  in  a  sawmill,  but 
since  then  he  has  been  engaged  exclusively  in 
mixed  farming.  He  i-aises  a  good  grade  of  stock 
and  excellent  draft  horses.  His  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living.  Julia  E,,  widow  of  R,  L,  Van  Ness,  is  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Newton  and  Arietta; 
Orley  A,  married  Edward  Fulton,  and  is  the 
mother  of  three  children;  Blanche  L,,  Lcona  A. 
and  Carl  G.,  and  resides  at  home;  and  Edgar  J. 
married  Miss  Flora  Warner,  who  liore  him  one 
child,  Dana.     Emily  is  the  one  deceased. 

Mr.  Gard  holds  membei-ship  in  the  A.  H.  T.  A., 
of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  forty  years,  be- 
ing Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  several  years,  and 
he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Volinia  Farmers'  Cluh. 
His  children  all  received  good  educational  advan- 
tages, Edgar  being  educated  at  Valparaiso  Normal 
School  and  in  the  High  School  at  Decatur,  Midi. 
The  daughters  have  taught  school  in  this  town- 
ship, and  are  also  proficient  in  music.  In  politics, 
he  was  formerly  a  Whig,  but  since  1856  he  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican,  in  which  party  he  takes 
a  deep  interest.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  every 
county  convention  for  thirty  years,  has  been  jury- 
man oftener  than  any  other  man  in  the  township, 
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and  lias  been  Township  Clerk,  He  <iid  not  serve 
during  the  Civil  War,  but  paid  a  substitute  $850. 
Although  ho  commenced  with  very  little  of  this 
world's  goods — a  span  of  horses,  a  cow  and  some 
land— he  worked  early  and  late  to  get  a  footing, 
and  finally  became  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  county.  The  first  tax  he  paid  on  pei-sonal 
property  was  eighteen  cents.  For  many  years  he 
and  his  wife  lived  in  a  log  house  and  undei'stood 
thoroughly  the  trials  and.  privations  of  pioneer 
life.  Mrs.  Card's  father  was  an  active  politician 
and  held  office. 


WALLACE  C.  EDWARDS,  Cashier  of  the 
Lee  Brothers  &,  Company  Bank,  of  Dowa- 
giac,  was  born  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  No- 
vember 4,  1869.  At  the  age  of  two  years  he  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Schoolcraft,  this  State,  and 
shortly  afterward  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  developing  tlie  traits  of  self-reliance 
and  manly  independence  that  have  contributed 
largely  to  his  success.  In  the  common  schools  of 
Dowagiac  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education, 
and  later  entered  the  High  School  at  this  place, 
graduating  in  1888.  While  attending  school  in 
the  winter  season,  his  vacations  were  always  use- 
fully employed,  and  in  the  summer  of  1888  be  oc- 
cupied a  clerical  position  in  Sherwood's  drug  store, 
of  this  city. 

During  the  session  of  1889  Mr.  Edwards  held 
the  position  of  Clerk  in  the  State  Senate.  In  No- 
vember, 1889,  he  was  appointed  to  the  important 
pooition  which  he  now  holds  in  tlie  Lee  Bros. 
&  Co.'s  Bank.  A  man  of  elose  observation, 
keen  insight  and  intuitive  perception,  he  is  well 
qualiGed  for  the  satisfactory  discharge  of  his  offi- 
cial duties,  and  both  his  superiors  in  office,  as  well 
as  tlie  general  public,  place  the  greatest  confidence 
in  his  reliability,  honor  and  ability.  Politically, 
he  advocates  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  to  which  he  gives  bis  unwavering  support. 


At  the  present  time  he  is  lilling  the  position  of 
Deputy  Treasurer  of  Cass  County,  of  which  his 
father,  T.  J.  Edwards  {whose  sketch  is  presented 
on  another  page  of  this  volume),  is  the  Treasurer. 
Socially,  he  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  order 
of  Knights  of  Pythias. 

The  lady  who,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1892,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Edwards,  was  Bannic  L.  El- 
der, a  beautiful  and  accomplished  young  lady,  who 
is  held  in  the  higliest  esteem  in  the  social  circles  of 
Dowagiac.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Capt.  John  El- 
der, a  prominent  citizen  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  who 
for  a  number  of  years  served  as  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  for  a  district  in  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Edwards  was  born  and  reared  in  Lansing, 
Mich.,  and  received  a  good  education  in  the  union 
schools  of  the  capital  city,  graduating  from  the 
High  School  of  that  place  in  1889.  Afterward  she 
entered  Oberlin  IJnivei'sity,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
where  for  one  year  she  carried  on  her  studies  in 
the  Conservatory  of  Music.  She  then  entered  the 
literary  department  of  the  State  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  she  remained  for 
one  year.  The  best  advantages  possible  were 
given  to  her,  and  as  she  availed  herself  to  the  ut- 
most of  every  opportunity  offered,  she  has  gained 
broad  literary  culture  and  knowledge. 


g^SS-^-t^^^^i 


f  OSEPII  W.  HAUSEB.  Throughout  Berrien 
1  County  this  well-known  fruit-grower  of  St. 
Joseph  Township  occupies  a  position  among 
^y  the  most  successful  and  progressive  of  our 
German- American  citizens.  In  the  best  sense  of 
the  word  he  is  truly  self  made,  having  through 
his  untiring  exertions  and  good  judgment  risen 
from  an  humble  rank  to  a  foremost  place  in 
his  community.  To-day,  as  the  result  of  his  in- 
telligent efforts,  he  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  fruit  farms  of  the  township,  and  is  num- 
liered  among  the  men  of  means  in  the  county. 

The  fruit  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Haiiser    con- 
sists  of   forty-five  acres, 'the   entire   tract   being 
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planted  with  various  vftrieties  of  fruits.  lie  lias  the 
plaw  subdivided  as  follows:  two  acres  planted  to 
apples,  ten  to  peaches,  ten  to  peais,  two  to  cher- 
ries, two  to  quinces,  one-half  acre  to  plums,  one  to 
sti-aw berries,  eleven  to  blackberries,  four  to  rasp- 
berries, two  to  currants  and  gooseberries,  and  ten 
to  grapes.  At  the  time  of  locating  here  he  found 
a  few  gi-ape  vines,  apple  trees  and  blackbeny 
bushes,  but  with  that  exception  no  attempt  at 
improvement  had  teen  made.  In  the  cultivation 
of  truit  he  exercises  sound  common-sense,  and 
the  result  is  that  his  fruit  is  second  in  quality  to 
none  other  raised  in  the  county.  During  the  sea- 
son of  18il2  ho  raised  about  one  thousand  bushels 
of  peaches,  which  aveniged  in  selling  $1  a  bushel, 
and  about  onu  hundred  and  tifty  bushels  that  sold 
for  *il.50  a  bushel. 

A  native  of  Germany,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Hesse-Nassau,  May  II,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Ilauser.  His  father  was  born 
in  Steinbach,  Germany,  and  was  reared  to  the  life 
of  a  farmer,  following  agricultural  operations 
throughout  liis  entire  career.  A  man  of  promi- 
nence ill  his  community,  lie  was  elected  to  the  po- 
sition of  Alderman  of  Steinbach,  in  wliioh  office 
he  served  for  several  yeats.  He  was  also  Treas- 
urer for  a  number  of  years,  and  served  as  a  niem- 
i>er  of  the  Land  Appraisement  Committee  of  the 
county.  In  his  religious  convictions  he  was  a 
Roman  Catholic.  His  property  in  Germany  con- 
sisted of  thirty  acres,  which  in  that  country  was 
considered  a  large  farm. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  eight  chil- 
dren, all  being  sons,  and  all  of  whom  reached  ma- 
turity, five  of  the  number  are  still  living,  viz.: 
William,  a  farmer  residing  in  Sleinbach,  Germany; 
Jacob,  who  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Ger- 
many; Joseph  W.,  of  tills  sketch;  George,  a  resi- 
dent of  London,  England,  and  a  baker  by  ti-ade; 
and  Philip,  who  follows  the  occupation  of  a  turner 
at  Lawrence,  Mass.  The  deceased  bore  the  names 
of  John,  Adolph  W.  and  Frantz.  Joseph  W.  was 
reared  on  the  old  home  place  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  ti-ade  of  a 
wagon-maker,  paying  $72  (in  Prussian  money)  for 
the  privilege  of  learning  and  serving  an  appren- 
ticeship of  two  and  one-half  years.   At  the  expira- 


tion of  that  time  he  worked  for  six  months  at  his 
trade,  and  subsequently  traveled  throughout  the 
entire  soutliern  portion  of  Germany,  following  his 
trade  at  various  places  for  three  years. 

Being  then  drafted  into  the  army,  Mr,  Hanser 
served  in  the  ranks  from  the  29th  of  March.  ISe^l, 
until  the  23d  of  November,  1866.  -At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service,  he  worked  for  six 
montlis  in  the  employ  of  the  man  under  whom  he 
had  learned  his  trade.  In  1867  he  emigrated  to 
the  United  Stales,  and  after  a  sojourn  of  three 
weeks  in  New  York  he  came  West  to  Chicago, 
where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  for  three 
months.  He  was  similarly  employed  in  Hanover 
and  Brunswick,  hid,,  but  returned  to  Cliieago  after 
an  absence  of  a  half-year.  Nine  months  later  he 
came  to  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  and,  opening  a 
shop,  conducted  a  successful  business  as  a  wagon- 
maker  for  nine  months. 

Meantime  Mr.  Hauscr  had  established  a  home 
of  his  own.  On  the  7th  of  January,  1869,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances  Paczkow- 
aka,  a  native,  of  Poland,  whose  birth  occurred 
December  4,  1851.  Twelve  children  wei-e  born 
of  the  union,  of  whom  eight  are  now  living,  viz.; 
John  J.,  who  is  twenty-two  years  of  age  (1893); 
Joseph  N.,  nineteen;  Francis  Philip,  sixteen; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  thirteen;  Elizatieth  Catharina, 
eleven;  Frances,  nine;  George  Peter,  seven;  and 
Jennie  Annie,  four.  The  children  are  being  given 
every  educational  advantage  possible.  The  eldest 
son  was  a  student  in  Benton  Harbor  College,  while 
Joseph  has  been  conducting  his  Studies  in  the 
same  institution  for  three  years. 

From  Benton  Harbor  Mr.  Hauscr  removed  to 
St,  Joseph,  where  ho  opened  a  shop  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  wagTin -maker's  business  for  one  year. 
Disposing  of  the  shop  to  Samuel  L.  Hennon,  he 
remained  in  the  employ  of  that  gentleman  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  was  in  business  for  himself. 
From  1872  until  1884  the  enterprise  was  con- 
ducted under  the  name  of  Hauser  &  McMullen, 
and  afterward  Mr.  McMullen  retired  and  our  sub- 
ject continued  in  business  alone.  Upon  selling 
out  to  Walker  A  Schnieder,  he  purclnisod  the  place 
where  be  has  since  resided.  He  is  a  man  of  prom- 
inence in  his  community  and  is  tin  influential  Re.. 
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publican.  For  two  yeais  lie  seived  as  Alderman 
of  St.  Joseph,  and  is  tlie  pi-esent  Assessor  of  his 
school  district.  He  and  liis  family  are  identified 
with  the  Uomnn  Catholic  CInirch. 


|EELT    McCORD,   an    influential    business 
1  of  Benton  Harbor,  is  engaged  in  the 

)  manufacture  of  brick  and  tile  in  this  city 
in  connection  with  E.  H.  Ferguson,  and 
they  own  one  of  the  largest  plants  in  south- 
western Michigan.  Since  the  inception  of  this  en- 
terprise in  1888,  it  has  enjoyed  a  steady  growth 
and  an  increase  in  volume  from  year  to  year,  until 
there  is  now  a  daily  output  of  sixty  thousand 
brick,  which,  bein^  of  excellent  quality,  find  a 
ready  sale  in  tlie  home  market  and  elsewhere.  In 
their  brick  plant  they  Lave  all  tlie  requisite  ma- 
chinery and  appliances,  including  the  latest  im- 
provements and  most  modern  inventions.  Two 
years  after  the  establishment  of  the  brick  plant, 
they  added  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  tile, 
which  tliey  make  of  the  various  sizes  up  to  eight 
inches. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Cook  County,  III.,  near 
the  city  of  Chicago,  June  15,  1853,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Harriet  (Paddock)  McCord.  His  par- 
ents were  natives  of  New  York  State,  whence  they 
removed  in  early  life  to  Illinois,  and,  settling  in 
Cook  County,  were  there  married.  Upon  a  farm 
in  that  county  the  father  engaged  in  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  making  a  specialty  of  stock- 
niising,  in  which  he  met  with  fair  success.  The 
home  he  thei'C  established  was  bis  until  he  was 
called  from  earth  in  1873.  His  widow  survived 
him  for  a  number  of  years,  her  death  occurring  in 
Cook  County  in  1887. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  eiglit  children, 
five  sons  and  three  daughters,  Seely  being  the 
third.  Five  of  the  number  are  now  living.  Our 
subject  spent  his  youth  upon  the  farm,  where  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  usual  routine  of  agricult- 


ural labors,  and  in  the  intervals  of  work  prose- 
cuted his  studies  in  the  district  school.  Later  he 
took  a  commei;cial  course  at  Bryant  dc  Stratton's 
Commercial  College  in  Chicago.  Upon  starting 
out  m  business  for  himself,  he  went  to  Woodson 
County,  Kan.,  where  he  and  a  brother  purchased 
four  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  for  three  years 
engaged  in  raising  sheep  on  their  ranch.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  they  returned  to  Cook 
County,  III.,  having  met  with  more  than  ordinary 
success  intbeir  undertaking. 

In  1883,  coming  to  Benton  Harbor,  Mr.  McCord 
embarked  in  the  fruit  business,  and,  buyingagood 
farm,  engaged  in  raising  peaches  and  other  fruits. 
At  one  time  he  gave  considerable  attention  to 
general  farming,  and  atill  carries  on  agricultural 
pursuits  to  some  extent.  Jn  1892  he  started  a 
dairy,  and  now  has  forty  milch  cows  on  his  place. 
He  is  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate  in  Benton 
Harbor,  and  has  platted  an  addition  to  the  southern 
part  of  the  city,  also  a  thirty-acre  addition  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  city.  The  latter  he  has  laid 
out  in  desirable  lots  for  dwellings,  and  the  pi-op- 
eity  is  especially  valuable  on  account  of  afford- 
ing a  fine  view  of  the  lake  as  well  as  thecity.  For 
a  residence  for  his  family  he  erected  an  elegant 
brick  structure,  but  later  sold  the  property  to 
Dr.  Martha  Stevens,  who  utilizes  it  for  a  sani- 
tarium. 

Together  with  George  J.  Edgcumbe,  our  subject 
founded  the  Normal  and  Collegiate  Institute,  which 
was  conducted  successfully  until  1892.  Then,  in 
connection  with  S.  A.  Bailey,  Rev.  C.  B.  Patterson 
and  S.  H.  Edgcumbe,  he  filed  papers  of  incorpora- 
tion, and  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Benton 
Harbor  College  and  Normal,  which  is  now  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  solid  institutions  of  learning 
of  the  State.  From  the  establishment  of  tiie  col- 
lege Mr.  McCord  has  been  its  devoted  friend,  and 
has  contributed  liberally  both  of  his  means  and 
time  to  its  support.  He  also  took  an  active  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Church, 
December  9,  1892,  of  which  he  is  an  inlluenttal 
member  and  Trustee. 

May  25,  1878,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
McCord  to  Miss  Ahbie  J.  Brewster,  of  Blue  Island, 
111.,  daughter  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Bi-ewster,  and  who  died 
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on  the  6th  of  April,  1887,  leaving  four  children: 
Alice,  Blaine.  Catherine  and  Grace.  Mr.  MoCord 
was  again  married,  .June  21,  1892,  choosing  as  his 
wife  Miss  Maude,  danglitcr  of  Col.  II.  E.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Arndt)  Eastman,  of  Benton  Harbor.  The 
family  residence  is  attractively  situated  on  Terri- 
torial ytreet.  In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Mc- 
Cord  has  always  given  his  sympathy  and  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  man  who 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  projects  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


^[U,  ON.  ORVII.LE  W.  COOLIDGE,  Judge  of 
[iTjJi]  the  Circuit  Court,  and  one  of  the  most  in- 
^^^  fiuential  citizens  of  Niles,  was  born  in 
(^)  Edwardsburg,  Cass  County,  on  the  9th  of 
October,  1839.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a  distin- 
guished member  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
iState  and  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  promot- 
ing the  progress  of  this  section,  having  labored  to 
secure  its  advancement  along  the  lines  of  business 
and  professional  growth. 

Among  the  eminent  men  of  Michigan,  the  name 
of  Judge  H.  H.  Coolidgo  will  be  perpetuated 
through  generations  yet  to  come,  and  his  memory 
will  ever  be  revered  as  that  of  a  noble  man,  talent- 
ed attorney  and  wise  judge.  It  would  be  well, 
before  giving  further  attention  to  tlie  biography 
of  the  son,  to  narrate  briely  the  events  which  gave 
character  and  distinction  to  the  life  of  the  father. 
II.  H.  Coolidge  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  there 
spent  the  years  of  his  early  boyhood.  He  was  ed- 
ucated at  Amherst  College,  and  in  1836  he  came 
to  Michigan,  and  thenceforth  his  life  was  closely 
interwoven  with  the  history  of  this  Slate. 

For  many  years  Judge  Coolidge  practiced  the 
legal  profession  in  Berrien  and  Casa  Counties,  and 
his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  was  such  that  he  enjoyed 
the  entire  confidence  of  all  his  fellow-citizens.  In 
1867  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  Michigan,  in  which  responsible  position 
he  rendered  efficient  service.  He  was  elected  Judge 
10 


of  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit,  and  in  that  lofty 

place  displayed  the  possession  of  abilities  of  no 
common  order.  Attera  useful  and  honored  career, 
he  was  called  from  earth  in  1872,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  Ilis  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Sara  A.  Mead,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  accompanied  her  parents  to  Michigan 
in  1837. 

The  subject  of  this  biographitytl  notice  passed 
his  youth  in  Cass  County,  where  he  gained  a  com- 
mon-school education.  In  18.^9  he  entered  Beloit 
College,  at  Beloit,  Wis.,  and  there  pursued  the 
studies  of  the  classical  course  for  two  yeai-s.  At 
the  beginning  of  his  junior  year  he  entered  the 
Stale  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where 
he  remained  until  he  completed  the  studies  of  the 
Ittei-ary  couree,  graduating  from  the  institution  in 
1863.  He  had  resolved  to becomean  attorney, and 
in  order  to  thoroughly  qualify  himself  for  that 
profession  he  entered  the  law  department  of  Har- 
vard College,  from  which  he  graduat«;d  in  1865. 

Returning  to  Niles,  our  subject  formed  a  legal 
partnership  with  his  father,  and  the  connection 
continued  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  with  the 
exception  of  six  years,  which  time  the  father  was 
on  the  Bench.  In  1870  he  was  elected  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  of  Berrien  County  and  served  in  that 
position  for  two  years.  In  1890  his  fellow-citizens 
bestowed  upon  him  the  highest  oilice  in  tlieir  gift, 
that  of  Mayor,  and  his  service  in  that  position  was 
so  eminently  satisfactory  to  both  political  parties, 
that  in  the  following  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
same  office  without  any  opposition.  During  his 
term  of  office  many  municipal  reforms  were  insti- 
tuted and  many  much-needed  improvements  were 
made.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  chosen  Judge 
of  the  Second  Judicial  District,  being  elected  on 
the  Republican  ticket  over  Thomas  O'Hara,  the 
Democratic  nominee.  The  Judge  is  well  qualifled 
for  the  successful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
position,  being  a  man  of  keen  discrimination, 
large  talent  and  judicial  bent  of  mind. 

In  addition  to  his  legal  and  judicial  labors,  the 
Judge  served  in  1892  as  Pi-esident  of  the  State 
Savings  Bank  of  Niles;  he  is  also  a  stockholder 
and  Director  in  the  Citizens' Bank  of  Niles.  All 
measures  having  for  their  object  the  improvement 
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of  the  city  or  the  welfare  of  the  citizens  meet  with 
his  hearty  sod  enthusiflstic  support,  and  no  resi- 
dent of  Niles  is  more  devoted  to  its  welfare  than 
he.  His  residence  is  one  of  tlie  most  beautiful  in 
the  place,  being  a  large,  substantia!  structure  with 
a  wcll-Iiept  lawn  ornamented  with  shade  trees. 
This  attractive  Iiome  is  presided  over  by  his  wife, 
whom  lie  married  in  1867  and  who  was  Miss  Katie, 
daughter  of  Moses  Pettengill,  of  Niies. 


"^^f©®®!^^^- 


^l^EN.JAMIN  Y.  COLLINS,  since  1834  one 
ll^R  of  the  pioneer  settlers  and  representative 
/^g)]|;  business  men  of  Niles.  Mich.,  has  for 
^^^^  nearly  three-score  years  been  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  upward  progress  and  developmentof 
enterprise  in  his  home  locality.  Our  subject  is  a 
natire  of  Delaware  and  was  born  in  Milford,  Kent 
County,  March  14, 1814.  Ilisparents  were  Thomas 
and  Sophia  (Candy)  Collins.  Tlie  father  was  also 
a  native  of  Milford,  Del.,  but  the  paternal  grand- 
father, Thomas  Collins,  was  born  in  Maryland  and 
was  of  direct  Irish  descent.  The  mother  was  born 
and  reared  in  Delaware,  where  her  father,  William 
Candy,  was  a  prosperous  farmer.  The  Candys 
were  of  English  descent  and,  honest,  hard-working 
citizens,  commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
them.  The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject  were 
united  in  marriage  in  their  native  place  and  made 
their  home  amid  the  scenes  of  their  youth.  Thomas 
Collins  engaged  in  his  trade  of  a  brick-mason  un- 
til the  close  of  his  life,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine 
years.  After  his  death  the  mother  came  to  Niles 
and  died  here  at  three-score  years  and  ten. 

Nine  children  blessed  the  old  home  in  Milford. 
Sarah,  the  eldest,  died  in  Missouri;  William  died 
in  Kansas;  Thomas  is  likewise  deceased;  James 
passed  away  in  youth;  Sophia,  now  a  widow,  re- 
sides in  Chicago;  Benjamin  Y.  is  our  subject; 
John  S.  lives  in  Milton  Township,  Cass  County; 
Mary  is  Mi's.  George  N.  Bond,  of  Chicago;  James  A. 
is  a  well-known  citizen  of  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  is 
in  the  shoe  business.     Our  subject,  the  sixth  child 


and  fourth  son,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
birthplace,  and  was  early  trained  into  habits  of 
industry  and  self-reliance.  At  twenty  years  of 
age,  having  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  busi- 
ness, he  began  for  himself  as  a  manufacturer  of 
shoes.  Later,  deciding  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the 
West,  he  came  direct  to  Niles  by  team,  and  in  18;i4 
went  to  workfor  J.  Stnlerin  tiicshoe  business.  Af- 
ter remaining  six  months  with  Mr.  Staler,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  same  line  of  trade  for  himself,  and, 
meeting  with  success,  built  the  flrst  three-story 
frame  building  in  Niies.  Mr.  Collins  began  his 
business  on  a  small  scale,  but  his  sales  rapidly  in- 
creasing he  was  forced  to  employ  at  one  time 
twelve  shoemakers,  and  profitably  continued  in 
the  same  business  for  eighteen  years. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Collins  commenced  the  manufac- 
ture of  brick,  and  for  a-quarter  of  a  century  pros- 
perously handled  the  product  of  his  kilns  and 
yards,  and  the  last  brick  he  ever  made  w.as  used  in 
building  up  Cliicago  after  the  terrible  fire  of  1871. 
For  that  purpose  he  filled  one  order  for  three  hun- 
dred thousand  brick.  In  1871,  our  subject  retired 
from  the  active  cares  of  daily  business  and  al- 
lowed himself  the  needed  rest  after  years  of  con- 
fining employment.  Mr.  Collins  has  built  thirty 
houses  in  Niles  and  has  valuable  property  witliui 
the  town,  and  also  possesses  a  number  of  farms. 
In  1845,  our  subject  and  Miss  Helen  Robinson 
were  united  in  marriage  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride  in  New  York  City.  Of  the  three  children 
born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  two  died  in 
infancy;  one,  a  son,  William  B.,  survives,  who 
is  a  traveling  salesman,  with  headquarters  at 
Grand  Rapids.  He  is  married  and  is  the  father 
of  two  children.  Lucile  was  born  on  the  same 
day  and  month  as  our  subject,  March  14;  Helen 
is  the  youngest.  The  estimable  mother  of  these 
young  daughtei-s  was  Miss  Bacon,  a  native  of 
Niles,  of  which  city  her  father,  Samuel  J.  Bacon, 
was  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  resident.  Mr. 
Collins  cast  his  flrst  vote  for  Martin  Van  Buren, 
and  has  afliliated  with  the  Republican  party  ever 
since  the  war.  During  his  long  years  of  faithful 
and  enterprising  citizenship,  our  subject  has  effi- 
ciently hold  important  positions  of  trust,  and 
iu  the  enrly  days    was  a  member  of  the  Village 
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Council.  He  is  not  connected  witk  any  society, 
aud  lias  devoted  iiimseir  mainiy  to  the  demttndsof 
Ilia  private  busint-ss  interests.  In  his  pleasant 
lionie,  the  abode  of  hospitality,  he  receives  many 
old-time  friends,  wiio  togethcf  recall  the  struggles 
and  triumphs  of  pioneer  days. 


4^^- 


5  P.  BOND  is  a  member  of  tlie  firm  of 
Bond,  dealers  in  i-eal  estate  and 
,  and  insurance  and  general  commis- 
1^^'  sion  agents  at  Dowagiac.  He  is  a  native  of 
Michigan,  born  near  Dexter  in  Washtenaw  County, 
November  22,  1844,  being  tlie  son  of  tlollis  aud 
limily  (Fnxton)  Bond.  His  father  was  born  in 
New  England,  and  after  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Eliza  Faxton  removed  to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
settling  near  Rome,  where  he  bought  land  and 
engaged  in  farming.  Some  years  afterward  he 
moved  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  located 
in  Seio  Township,  where  he  purchased  a  farm. 

The  first  wife  of  Ilollis  Bond  died  in  New  York, 
leaving  two  children,  Josiah  and  Thomas,  both  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood.  Josiah  was  killed  in  the 
battle  o(  Gettysburg;  Thomas  also  enlisted  in  the 
war,  and  from  the  effects  of  wounds  received  in 
battle  died  two  years  later.  Both  sons  were  non- 
commissioned oiBcors.  The  second  marriage  of 
Hollis  Bond  was  to  Emily  Faxton,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife.  This  lady  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
and  died  on  the  29tli  of  March,  1893.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  union,  four  of  whom  still 
survive.  Benjamin  Fmnklin  enlisted  during  the 
late  war  and  died  from  consumption,  brought  on 
by  exposure  while  in  the  service  of  the  Union. 
The  surviving  members  of  the  family  are:  Theo- 
dore, who  lives  on  a  farm  one  and  one-half  miles 
from  Dowagiac;  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  who  makes 
her  home  in  Dowagiac;  and  Edward,  a  civil  en- 
gineer and  contractor,  residing  in  Watertown,N.  Y. 

In  1853  Hollis  Bond  removed  from  Washtenaw 
toCassCounly,  Mich.,  and  settling  in  Wayne  Town- 
ship resided  there  until  his  deatli.     politically,  he 


was  a  Whig  and  an  Abolitionist,  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Republican  party  in  this  county. 
Our  subject  came  to  Cass  County  with  his  parents 
)  at  the  age  of  seven  years  and  grew  to  manhood 
here.  In  1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Harriett,  daughter  of  Ferris  Fletcher,a  native 
of  Vermont,  who  settled  at  an  early  day  in  Cass 
County.  After  his  maniage  Mr.  Bond  located  on 
a  farm  in  this  county  and  continued  to  reside 
upon  that  place  for  eighteen  yeai-s.  In  1886  he 
came  to  Dowagiac  and  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business  in  partnership  with  Charles  Amsden,  the 
firm  name  being  Bond  &  Amsden.  The  partner- 
ship was  dissolved  four  yeare  later,  and  Mr.  Bond 
then  opened  the  business  in  which  he  now  engages. 
lie  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Verna  E.  Another  daughter,  Rutli,  was  taken 
by  death  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bond  is  a  Republican,  and  is  in- 
fiuential  in  the  party.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  for  one  term  and  also  served  as 
Treasurer  of  Wayne  Township  for  one  term.  So- 
cially, he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  Knight 
Templar,  and  is  the  present  Treasurer  of  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge  of  Dowagiac.  All  measures  having 
for  their  object  tlie  promotion  of  the  interests  of 
the  city  receive  the  cordial  support  of  Mr.  Bond, 
who  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  and  enterprising 
citizens  to  whom  Dowagiac  is  indebted  for  its 
rapid  progress. 


EFFERSON  OSBORN,  one  of  Cass  County's 
leading  horticulturists  and  one  of  the  earli- 
est pioneers  of  the  township  of  Calvin,  was 
born  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  near  Rich- 
mond, January  2,  1824,  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Mary 
(Barnard)  Osborn.  Josiah  Osborn  was  born  in 
Tennessee  in  March,  1800,  and  was  next  to  the 
eldest  in  a  family  of  sixteen  children.  His  father, 
Charles  Osborn,  was  twice  married,  there  being 
seven  children  by  the  first  and  nine  by  the  second 
marriage.     Charles,  the  grandfather  of  Jefferson, 
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WBS  born  in  Nortli  Carolina,  August  8,  1775,  and 
was  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Margaret  Osborn. 

The  ancesti'.v  of  tlie  Osborn  family  came  from 
Wales.  The  exact  date  or  the  name  of  the  original 
emigrant  is  not  within  reach  of  the  writer,  but  the 
fact  that  Charles  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in 
1775,  and  that  his  father,  Daniel,  was  also  born  in 
that  State,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  it  must 
have  been  early  in  the  eighteenth  century  that  tlie 
family  became  identified  with  the  history  of  the 
State.  IJack  to  the  most  remote  date  to  which  we 
have  been  able  to  trace  them,  we  find  that  tlic  Os- 
borns  were  prominent  Quakera  and  very  influ- 
ential in  that  society.  Grandfather  Osborn  was 
the  most  noted  of  all  the  family.  Early  in  life  he 
showed  his  devotion  to  the  faith  of  his  forefathers, 
and  while  his  parents  were  people  of  moderate 
means,  he  applied  himself  to  his  studies  and  through 
his  own  exertions  became  a  very  learned  man. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  Charles  Osborn 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Newman.  In 
1808  we  find  him  in  Tennessee,  one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  eloquent  Quaker  preachers  of  his 
day  and  generation.  He  was  a  most  pronounced 
Abolitionist,  and  in  1814  he  took  a  bold  stand  for 
the  abolition  of  human  slavery;  in  fact,  he  ad- 
vocated with  tongue  and  pen  the  immediate  and 
unconditional  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and 
was  the  first  man  in  the  United  States  to  dare 
to  take  such  a  stand  and  publicly  advocate  it. 
This  departure  on  his  fiart  created  wide-spread 
consternation  throughout  the  entire  country,  but 
more  especially  in  the  South.  So  determined  was 
he  on  this  course  that  it  caused  a  division  in  his 
own  (the  Friends')  church,  and  two  yeare  later,  or 
in  1816,  he  was  so  persecuted  for  upholding  his 
views  that  he  was  compelled    to  leave  Tennessee. 

With  his  family  and  those  of  his  church  who 
upheld  him,  Cliarles  Osborn  went  to  Ohio  and  set- 
tled at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  established  a  paper 
called  The  Philanthropist^  which  was  the  first  paper 
ever  established  til  advocate  the  emancipation  of 
the  Blaves.  He  did  not  meet  with  a  very  hearty 
endorsement  of  his  plan  in  Ohio,  and  three  years 
later  we  find  him  and  his  followers  wending  their 
way  to  Indiana  and  locating  in  Wayne  County. 
There  he  not  only  preached  the  Gospel,  but  con. 


tinned  to  publicly  advocate  the  emancipation  of 
the  slaves,  and  his  sermons,  lectures  and  newspaper 
articles  were  published  far  and  near  and  in  many 
cases  most  severely  criticised,  but  he  was  nothing 
daunted.  He  kept  right  on  in  what  he  believed 
to  b<i  right  and  in  what  he  lio|>ed  to  see  accom- 
plished in  his  day. 

In  1832  Charles  Osborn  made  an  extended  tour 
of  the  (.lid  World,  ostensibly  in  the  interests  of 
his  church,  but  more  likely  it  was  to  work  up  a 
feeling  against  human  slavery  in  his  own  "  free  " 
land,  and  in  this  way  to  add  strength  to  his  posi- 
tion on  this  iili-important  question.  He  remained 
abroad  for  a  year  and  a-half  and  then  returned  to 
Indiana  and  continued  his  work  in  that  State  un- 
til 1842,  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in 
Vandalia,  Cass  County,  where  he  remained  until 
1848.  .  He  tlien  returned  to  Indiana  and  located 
at  ('lear  J^ko,  in  Porter  County,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  December  29, 1850.  The  ambition 
of  his  life  had  been  to  see  the  slaves  free,  but  he 
died  without  witnessing  the  fruits  of  his  labor, 
thougli  still  confident  that  the  day  of  emancipation 
was  not  far  distant.  He  knew  much  of  the  workings" 
of  the  so-called  "  underground  railroad  "  and  was 
known  to  have  kept  one  of  the  stations  inside  of 
which  a  runaway  slave  was  safe.  When  he  passed 
away  the  negro  lost  a  true  friend,  the  church  an 
eloquent  preacher,  and  the  country  an  able  and 
forcible  writer;  yet  his  writings  were  not  all  ap- 
plauded and  were  sometimes  bitterly  condemned, 
still  they  had  much  to  do  with  the  final  emancipa- 
tion of  the  slave. 

As  above  stated,  Charles  Osborn  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Sarah  Newman,  who  bore 
him  six  sons  and  one  daughter.  James,  the  eldest, 
was  prominent  as  a  teacher;  .Josiah,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a  mechanic;  Lydia  married  Eli 
Newlan,  who  was  an  influential  preacher  in  the 
Quaker  Church;  John  was  well  known  as  one  of 
the  leading  horticulturists  of  his  day;  Isaiah  was  a 
preacher  in  the  Society  of  Friends;  Elijah  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer;  and  Elihu  also 
engaged  in  farming  purauits.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  in  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Osborn  after- 
ward married  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Elihu 
and   Surah   Swain,  leading   Quakers  of    Tennes^ 
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see.  She  bore  him  nine  children,  four  daughters 
and  five  sons,  as  follows:  Narcissa,  Cynthia,  Gid- 
eon, Cliai'les  N.,  Parker,  Jordon,  Benjamin,  Sarah 
and  Anna,  all  of  whom  were  engaged  in  the  ordi- 
nary pursuits  of  life.  Jordon  is  living  in  Cass- 
opolis;  Anna  married  Jesse  Kast  and  resides  in 
Buchanan,  Mich.;  Charles  and  Parker  make  their 
home  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio. 

Josiah  Osborn,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade,  a  man  of  but 
ordinary  education  but  well  informed.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Quaker  Church  and  like 
his  father  was  a  most  pronounced  Abolitionist.  It 
was  not  his  privilege  either  to  sec  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves,  as  he  died  in  1862,  during  the  prog- 
ress of  tlie  Civil  War.  He  married  for  his  first 
wife  Miss  Mary,  the  daugliter  of  Uriah  and  Eliza- 
beth (Macy)  Barnard.  The  Barnard  and  Macy 
families  were  natives  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket, 
and  were  of  English  ancestry.  By  occupation  tliey 
were  sea-faring  men  and  whalers.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Ohio  October  19,  1800. 
Her  tatlier  was  born  at  Nantucket  on  tlie  27th  of 
August,  1761;  her  mother,  who  was  tlie  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Mary  Macy,  was  born  at  Nantucket 
Octolier  14,  1763. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Macy  consisted  of 
ten  children,  as  follows:  Jetliro,  wlio  was  born  on 
Christmas  Day,  1782;  Joseph,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  1784;  Love,  December  'dl,  1786;  Hannah,  in 
1788;  Klizabeth,Mai-ch  26,  1790;  Anna,  May  28, 
1794;  George,  September  7,  1798;  Mary,  October 
19,  1800;  William,  June  29,  1803;  and  John, 
March  2,  1806.  Jos  lab  and  Mary  (Barnard)  Os- 
born were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  The  eld- 
est, Elisou,  married  Martha  East,  who  died  leav- 
ing two  sons  and  two  daughters.  They  now  live 
in  Missouri,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  and  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Quaker  Church.  Jefferson,  the  next  in  or- 
der of  birth,  will  be  mentioned  more  fully  further 
on  in  this  sketch.  Leandcr,  the  third  child,  mar- 
ried Mary  Helen  Beai,  and  they  have  two  children, 
both  boys.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Medi- 
cal College  and  a  successful  physician  at  Vandalia, 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Obid  married  Jane  Taylor, 
and  aftet  her  death  he  again  married,  choosing  as 


his  wife  Miss  Priscilla  Glass;  they  have  had  three 
cliildren,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living.  Their 
home  is  in  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  where  Mr. 
Osborn  is.  engaged  as  a  farmer,  although  in  early 
life  he  followed  the  profession  of  a  school  teacher. 
Louisa  married  Alonzo  Evans;  Angeline  became 
the  wife  of  James  Oron;  Charles  chose  for  his  wife 
Miss  Mary  Glass,  and  now  lives  at  Eureka,  Kan.,  . 
where  he  is  a  successful  stock-raiser. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  Cass 
County  m  1851,  and  the  father  afterward  married 
Eliza  Malory,  a  native  of  the  State  of  Vermont. 
There  were  no  children  by  this  marriage.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Osborn,  in  1862.  his  widow  re- 
turned to  Poultney,  Rutland  County,  Vt,  where 
she  now  makes  her  home.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch  came  to  Michigan  from 
Indiana  in  1835,  when  be  waa  eleven  years  old, 
and  settled  with  Ids  parents  in  Calvin  Township, 
Cass  County.  What  education  he  received  was  in 
the  schools  of  Indiana  prior  to  removing  to  Michi- 
gan, for  the  advantages  in  this  part  of  the  State 
were  limited  in  those  days.  He  had  to  help  clear 
up  the  farm  in  the  then  he.-ivily  timbered  country, 
and  experienced  the  hardship  incident  to  life  in  a 
new  country. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  Jeffeison  Osborn 
married  Frances  Tharp,  the  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Nancy  Tharp,  pioneers  of  Michigan  and  members 
of  old  Virginia  families.  After  his  maiiiage  he 
located  on  a  farm  near  bis  father's  home  and  just 
south  of  where  he  now  lives.  His  wife  died  in 
1851,  leaving  two  children.  LeRoy,  who  was  horn 
June  15,  1848,  was  educated  at  Nilcs  and  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  and  now  lives  in  Cassopolis.  He 
married  Miss  Lydia  E.  Chess,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Don  F.,  Louis  J.  and  Robert.  Clara  E. 
waa  born  January  21,  1850,  and  was  educated  at 
Niles.  She  died  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  in  May. 
1888,  where  her  father  had  taken  her,  hoping  that 
the  change  of  climate  would  benefit  her  health. 

In  1853  Mr.Osborn  married  Mrs. Susanna  (East) 
Osborn,  the  daughter  of  Joel  and  Sarah  East.  Her 
father  was  bom  in  Grayson  County,  Va.,  Septem- 
ber 26,  1802,  and  was  the  son  of  William  Kast, 
likewise  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion  and  a 
member  of  a  well-known  Quaker  family.     .Joel  East 
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waa  a  leading  preacher  in  the  li>ociety  of  Friends, 
and  wont  to  Tennessee  from  Virginia  and  from 
there  to  Richmond,  Ind.,  where  Mrs.  Osborn  was 
born  October  10, 1829.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Bulla,  was  born  in  Wayno  County, 
Ind.,  in  1809,  her  parents,  Thomas  and  Susanna 
Bulla,  being  members  of  an  old  North  Carolina  fam- 
ily. The  East  family  was  represented  in  Calvin 
Township  during  the  very  fli-stdays  of  its  develop- 
ment. Mi-s.  Osborn  was  a  widow  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  to  our  subject,  having  formerly  been  the 
wife  of  his  uncle  Benjamin,  the  youngest  son  of 
Charles  Oaborn,  Benjamin  Osborn  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  leaving  one  child,  a  daughter,  Cyn- 
thia Ann,  who  afterward  married  an  Englishman, 
George  Pullon,  and  now  resides  in  Calvin  Town- 
ship. Mrs.  Osborn  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  in  1832,  when  she  was  but  three  years  of 
age,  and  has  lived  in  Cass  County  ever  since. 

Two  children  have  been  born  of  the  second 
union  of  Mr.  Osbom.  Mary  Frances,  who  was 
born  December  8,  1853,  married  Irving  Mitchell, 
Superintendent  of  Schools  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.; 
they  have  no  children.  Frank  Russell,  whose  birth 
occurred  on  the  7th  of  September,  1858,  married 
Miss  Mary  Lee,  and  is  now  a  successful  orange- 
grower  at  De  Land,  Fla.  The  three  children  born 
of  this  union  all  died  in  infancy  and  the  wife  and 
mother  passed  away  in  the  spring  of  1893. 

Like  his  father,  grandfather  and  great-grand- 
father, the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  formerly  an 
Abolitionist.  His  first  vole  was  cast  in  that  party, 
and  like  his  forefathei's  lie  was  known  to  have  been 
a  "director"  in  the  great  "underground  railroad." 
In  1854  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Cass 
County  and  filled  the  office  most  creditably  for 
four  years.  He  has  also  served  as  County  Super- 
visor, Township  Treasurer,  and  was  for  more  than 
twenty  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  cast  in  his 
lot  with  that  organization  and  from  lliat  day  to 
this  has  been  a  most  ardent  supporter  of  its  princi- 
ples. 

Mr.  Osborn's  life  occupation  has  been  that  of  a 
farmer  and  horticulturist.  In  1867  he  went  to 
Niles,  where  he  resided  tor  some  years  while  he 
was  educating  his  children.     Upon  his  return   to 


Calvin  Township,  some  seventeen  years  ago,  be  lo- 
cated on  the  farm  where  he  has  ever  since  resided 
and  where  he  and  his  most  estimable  wife  are 
spending  their  declining  years,  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  of  life  in  their  pleasant  home.  They 
have  ever  adhered  to  the  religion  of  their  forefa- 
thers and  are  most  exemplary  members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends.  Many  years  ago  Mr.  Osborn  lie- 
came  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which 
is  a  little  out  of  the  usual  order  of  the  Quaker 
Church,  yet  not  prohibited  in  later  years. 


OTIS  BIGELOW,  dealer  in  pianos,  organsand 
musical  merchandise  at  Dowagiac,  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  the  city  where  he  now  re- 
sides, and  was  born  here  on  the  18th  of  August, 
1854.  In  bis  boyhood  be  was  a  student  in  the 
schools  of  Dowagiac,  where  he  carried  on  his  stud- 
ies until  within  one  year  of  completing  the  course. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  an  upholsterer  in  Chicago, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Dowagiac  and  was  em- 
ployed here  for  a  time.  In  I873lie  went  to  Chi- 
cago in  order  to  take  lessons  on  the  pipe  organ,  and 
acquired  great  proficiency  in  that  art.  A  practical 
and  skilled  musician,  he  served  fifteen  years  as 
leader  of  the  Dowagiac  Cornet  Band  and  was  the 
organizer  of  the  Bigelow  Orchestra  (now  known 
as  the  Opera  House  Orchestra),  and  is  a  cornet 
player  of  morc  than  ordinary  ability.  He  has  in- 
structed bands  at  various  places  throughout  the 
country. 

In  1886,  Mr.  Bigelow  established  a  branch  store 
at  Niles,  but  two  years  afterward  removed  the  stock 
here.  In  bis  business  he  has  built  up  a  large  trade, 
and  through  his  energy,  ambition  and  push  has 
gained  a  well-merited  success.  He  devotes  iiis  en- 
tire attention  to  the  details  of  his  business.  In 
1878  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna, 
daughter  of  Joseph  S.  Tultle,  a  leather  and  lumber 
merchant  of  Niles,  Of  this  union  there  was  one 
child,  a  son  who  died  in  infancy.  Politically,  Mr. 
Bigelow  is  a  Republican  and    maintains    a    deep 
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interest  in  public  affairs.  In  his  religions  belief 
lie  is  a  Congregation  a  list  and  for  a  number  of 
years  he  lias  been  organist  in  tlie  eliurcli  at 
Dowagiac. 

Among  the  prominent  business  men  of  Dowagiac 
is  Harvey  Bigelow,  fatlier  of  our  subject,  wlio  is 
engaged  in  ttie  furniture  and  undertalfing  busi- 
ness at  that  place.  He  was  born  in  Half  Moon, 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,on  tlie  4tbof  July,  1816. 
His  father,  Harvey  Bigelow,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, resided  for  a  time  in  Halt  Moon,  whence 
he  came  to  Michigan  in  1843  and,  settling  at  Li 
Grange,  Cass  County,  remained  there  until  hia 
death,  which  occurred  about  1861,  Harvey  Bige 
low,  Jr.,  was  reared  in  New  Yorlc  and  came  to  Mich 
igan  in  1837,  locating  in  La  Grange,  Cass  County 
Having  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-makei  he 
embarked  in  tliat  business  at  La  Grange  and  fol 
lowed  that  occupation  for  fourteen  years 

At  Hartford,  Conn,  in  September,  1839,occnned 
the  marriage  of  Harvey  Bigelow  to  Miss  llosina 
Hurlbut.  The  young  couple  came  at  once  to  Mich 
igan  and  resided  in  I^a  Grange  until  the  death  of 
the  wife,  after  two  years  of  wedded  iife.  'IheiLwas 
no  issue  by  this  marriage.  Two  years  later  Mi  Bige 
low  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  was  married  to 
Laura  M.Hurlbut,  sister  of  his  first  wife  and  daugh- 
ter of  Jared  Ilurlbul.  He  returned  to  La  Grange 
in  1843  and  conducted  a  furniture  and  undertak- 
ing business.  In  1851  he  came  to  Dowagiac,  where 
he  now  carries  on  an  extensive  business  as  a  furni- 
ture dealer  and  undertaker.  Hy  his  second  wife  he 
had  four  children:  Charles  H.,  wlio  is  a  traveling 
salesman;  Herman  M.,  a  contractor  at  Olympia, 
Wash.;  Harvey  S.,  a  photographer  at  Dowagiac, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

One  of  the  pioneer  business  men  of  Cass  County, 
Mr.  Bigelow  bad  the  first  cabinet  shop  in  Cass 
County  as  well  as  in  Dowagiac.  Starting  in  life 
without  means,  he  has  been  able  through  industry 
and  energy  to  accumulate  a  competency.  However, 
he  has  had  his  share  of  misfortunes.  In  1881  his 
Store  was  burned  to  the  ground,  entailing  a  loss  of 
120,000,  the  savings  of  his  lifetime.  But  undaunted 
by  this  misfortune  he  started  bravely  at  work  again 
and  succeeded  in  a  short  time  in  regaining  a  sub- 
stantial footing  in  the  commercial  world.     A  man 


of  excellent  habits,  he  has  never  used  tobacco  and 
is  strictly  temperate.  In  his  political  belief  he  is 
a  Republican.  Since  boyhood  ho  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Congregational  Church  and  hasserved 

as  a  Deacon  for  many  years. 


11^  E^RY  M.  LER.  The  banking  house  of 
ifjjl  Ice  Bros.  &  Co.  is  numbered  among  the 
/fc^  most  prominent  linanciat  institutions  of 
\^j  southwestern  Michigan,  and  as  its  business 
affairs  aie  conducted  upon  a  substantial  and  oon- 
seivitue  basis  it  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the 
puhiic  to  a  degrcce  not  usually  enjoyed.  The 
management  of  the  bank  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
bubjeit  of  this  notice,  and  associated  witli  him  in 
business  aie  his  father,  Chauncey  T.  Lee,  and  his 
btotlici  tied  E.,  Kate  Beckwith  Lee  and  Sarah  H. 
Lee 

A  resident  of  this  State  througiiout  his  entire 
life,  Mr.  Lee  was  born  in  F^dwardsburgh,  Mich.,  on 
the  28th  of  October,  1856,  being  the  son  of  Ciiaun- 
cey  T.  and  Sarah  H.  (Lockwood)  Lee,  of  whom 
further  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
At  the  age  of  two  years  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Dowagiac  and  has  since  made  his  home 
in  this  city.  In  the  public  schools  of  this  place  he 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  education,  which  was 
afterward  supplemented  by  a  course  of  study  in 
Buchtel  College,  at  Akron,  Ohio.  Later  he  entered 
Smithson  College,  at  Logansport,  Ind.,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  Class  of  '76, 
His  literary  studies  completed,  Mr.  Lee  returned 
to  Dowagiac  and  embarked  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, to  which  he  later  added  the  drug  ti-ade.  For 
ten  ye.irs  he  conducted  an  extensive  and  profitable 
business  in  these  lines,  becoming  well  and  favor- 
ably known  among  the  people.  In  1887  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  C.  T.  Lee,  F.  E.  Lee  and  Sarah 
H.  Lee  in  the  banking  business,  tlie  firm  being 
known  as  the  Lee  Bros.  &  Co.  Bank.  They  began 
business  in  the  block  opposite  their  present  loca- 
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tion,  and  after  remaining  in  that  place  about  eix 
years  removed,  in  March,  1893,  to  their  present 
house. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Lee  occurred  in  1876,  and 
united  him  with  MisB  Cora,  daughter  of  William 
Bridges,  an  extensive  farmer  and  prominent  stock- 
raiser  of  Putnam  County,  Ind,  Mrs.  Lee  was  born 
in  that  county  and  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion at  SmitLson  College,  being  a  lady  of  culture 
and  intelligence.  .  Sbe  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Helen.  While  Mr.  Lee  devotes  his  attention 
principally  to  his  banking  business,  he  also  main- 
tains a  warm  interest  in  alt  measures  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and,  politically, 
advocates  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
In  his  social  connections  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

The  banking  house  of  Lee  Bros.  &  Co.  is  worthy 
of  more  than  passing  mention.  Their  room  is 
located  in  Ihe  corner  of  the  Beckwith  Memorial 
Building,  Dowagiac.  The  furniture  and  wood- 
work are  of  mahogany,  the  floor  of  mosaic,  tlie 
finishings  and  wainscotting  of  Tennessee  marble 
and  the  metallic  work  of  Japan  coppered.  The 
entire  effect  is  most  pleasing  to  the  eye,  present- 
ing a  combination  of  quiet  elegance  and  superb 
appoiatments  not  to  be  seen  elsewhere  in  Dowagiac. 
The  "Hall"  safe  is  of  the  very  latest  approved  pat- 
tern, while  there  is  also  a  large  brick  vault.  The 
capita!  stock  of  the  bank  is  H0,000,  and. the  es- 
timated worth  *300,000. 


eL.  SHERWOOD,  a  leading  and  enterprising 
citizen,  for  twenty-flvo  years  prosperously 
engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Dowagiac, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  during  his  life  of  busy 
usefulness  held  important  official  positions  of 
trust  Our  subject  was  born  at  Waterford,  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  September  4,  1837,  and  was  one  of 
the  five  children  who  blessed  the  home  of  P.  W. 
and  Aurilla  (Frye)  Sherwood.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  but  removed  with 


his  family  to  Pennsylvania  when  only  a  boy. 
Tlie  mother  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  her  an- 
cestry for  many  generations  had  dwelt  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State.  Her  father  was  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Methodist  denomination  and  was  a 
sincere  and  devoted  Christian  man,  laboring  for 
the  welfare  of  others.  Mr,  Sherwood  received  his 
early  training  and  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
home  locality,  and  was  yet  in  his  childhood  when 
he  began  self-i-eliantly  to  fit  himself  to  success- 
fully make  his  own  way  in  life. 

At  twelve  years  of  age  our  subject  went  to  Or- 
leans County,  N,  Y.,to  learn  the  drug  bnsiness,aud 
remained  in  that  part  of  the  State  until  1859,  when 
he  located  in  Union  City,  Pa.,  and,  opening  a 
drug  store,  entered  into  business  for  himself.  He 
prosperously  conducted  the  store  in  Union  City 
until  1868,  and  during  his  ninoyeai-s  of  residence 
was  the  eflicient  Mayor  of  the  city  for  two  terms. 
While  in  Union  City  he  was  also  appointed  Post- 
master under  Lincoln,  and  discharged  the  duties 
involved  with  executive  ability.  In  1868.  he 
came  to  Dowagiac,  and  established  himself  in  the 
drug  trade,  and  since  then,  employed  in  handling 
the  same  line  of  goods,  lias  built  up  a  fine  business, 
one  of  the  best  in  Cass  County.  Our  subject  was 
for  a  long  time  the  popular  Postmaster  of  Dow- 
agiac, acceptably  caring  for  the  local  mail  during  the 
second  term  of  President  Grant.  lie  was  re-ap- 
pointed Postmaster  by  President  Hayes  and  served 
with  faithful  ability  in  that  oftieial  capacity  for  a 
period  of  ten  years. 

In  1861,  C.  L.  Sherwood  and  Miss  Mary  Wood, 
of  Murray,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  were  united  in 
marriage.  Mrs.  Sherwood  was  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
E.  and  Seltnda  (Gibson)  Wood.  Her  father  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  and  the  mother  was  a 
native  of  Malone,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Sherwood  are 
promineni  in  the  social  world  of  Dowagiac  and 
enjoy  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 
Our  subject  has  ever  been  in  political  affiliation  a 
stalwart  Republican,  especially  active  in  promot- 
ing the  interests  of  tlie  "Party  of  Reform."  He 
is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  fully  in  accord  with 
the  progressive  movements  of  the  day,  being  well 
posted  in  local  and  national  ii^sues. 

Mr.  Sherwood  is  one  of  the  substantial  repre- 
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sentalive  men  of  Cass  County,  and  has  used  liis 
utmost  endeavor  to  build  np  the  various  interests 
and  progressive  enterprises  of  Dowagiac.  For 
years  rvaternallv  associated  with  tlio  Ancient  Free 
&  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  a  valued  member  of 
Peninsula  Lodge  No.  214.  He  belongs  to  Keystone 
Chapter  No.  36  and  is  one  of  the  twelve  Knights 
Templar  of  Niles  Commandeiy.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  being  High  Priest. 


IIL-^ON.  WILLIAM  SMYTHF,  FARMER  was 
iTj.  boi'Q  in  Charleston,  Montgomery  County, 
Ik^  N.  Y.,  May  24,  1815.  In  the  district 
(^)  schools  of  that  day  he  acquired  a  practical 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
a  country  stoi-c  in  Minaville  as  cierk,  and  was 
later similariyeiigaged  in  Fulton ville, Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y,  In  1 839  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  former  employer,  Henry  P.  Voorliees,  and 
embarked  in  a  general  mercantile,  grain  and  lumber 
business.  Coming  to  lieriien  County,  Mich.,  in 
December  1818  he  settled  in  the  woods  of  Pipe- 
stone Townshij"  and  commenced  opening  a  farm 
in  the  heav\  timbci  (,le"»ring  one  hundred  acres  a 
year  for  tiie  first  three  years.  This  work  he  has 
continued,  until  on  hi'!  farm  of  some  sixteen  hun- 
dred acies  over  one  thousand  acres  have  been 
changed  fiom  dense  foiests  to  cultivated  fields. 

To  the  cultivation  and  management  of  his  farm, 
Mr,  Farmer  has  given  his  personal  attention  and 
has  devoted  the  place  to  the  growing  ot  grass  and 
grain,  and  the  raising  of  cattle,  horses  and  sheep. 
At  the  same  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
pui-cliase  and  sale  of  real  estate  on  his  own  account 
and  as  agent  for  others.  An  active  participator 
in  all  public  improvements,  he  procured  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  first  mail  route  from  Niles  to  St. 
Joseph,  on  the  north  side  oi  the  St,  Joseph  River, 
via  Eau  Claire,  Pipestone,  Sodus  and  Benton  Har- 
bor (giving  to  Eau  Claire  its  name).     Mr.   Farmer 


was  one  of  the  originators  and  incorporators  of 
the  Elkhart  &  Lake  Michigan  Railroad,  and  spent 
time  and  money  to  secure  the  opening  of  the 
Cincinnati,  Wabash  &  Michigan  Railroad  via  Elk- 
hart to  Benton  Harbor,  Having  property  interests 
in  Benton  Harbor,  he  established  his  residence  there 
in  1881,  and  entered  with  his  accustomed  energy 
into  all  measures  having  for  their  object  the  pros- 
perity and  moral  advancement  of  the  city. 

Before  becoming  a  voter,  Mr.  Farmer  had  decided 
views  on  the  politicalquestions  of  the  time.  Being 
a  general  reader,  a  student  of  history,  a  close 
observer,  he  reasoned  from  cause  to  effect  and 
became  an  advocate  of  the  American,  or  Protection, 
policy,  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Henry 
Clay.  Assuming  as  a  fundamental  principle  that 
every  man  has  a  right  to  himself,  he  has  always 
been  opposed  to  slavery,  but  couid  see  no  wisdom 
in  a  political  anti-slavery  party.  Acting  with  the 
Whigs  (as  the  party  nearest  in  accordance  with  Ma 
views),  he  cast  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay  in  1856, 
William  Henry  Harrison  in  1840,  Henry  Clay  in 
1844,  Zaehary  Taylor  in  1848,  and  Gen.  Scott  in 
1852. 

On  the  organization  of  the  liepublican  party  in 
1856,  Mr.  Farmer  united  with  it,  endorsing  most 
fully  its  principles, and  acting  with  it  to  the  present 
time.  As  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the  Elec- 
tive Franchise  in  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1867,  he  favored  the  extension  of  the  suffrage 
without  regard  to  race  or  sex,  and  iu  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"mole"  from  that  article.  It  was  stricken  out  by 
vote  of  the  committee,  but  restored  by  the  final 
action  of  the  convention.  Of  firm  convictions, 
zealous  for  principles,  believing  that  party  organi- 
zation is  necessary  for  the  suceessfnl  carrying  for- 
ward of  principles,  Mr.  Farmer  lias  worked  and 
voted  for  the  nominees  of  his  party.  Unwilling 
to  incur  political  obligations  or  hamper  his  free- 
dom of  action,  he  has  steadily  refused  to  be  a 
candidate  for  office  (witii  two  exceptions).  During 
the  War  ot  the  Rebellion,  from  a  feeling  of  duty, 
and  anxious  to  care  for  the  families  of  the  absent 
soldiers,  he  accepted  the  oHiee  of  Supervisor  of  hia 
township.  Again,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
friends,  he  consented  to  the  use  of  his  name  as  a 
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candidate  for  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1867.  Berrien  County  being  entitled  to  lliree 
delegates,  Mr.  Farmer  was  iiominaled  <>n  the  first 
ballot,  witU  four  candidates  in  the  field.  At  tlie 
election  tbere  was  but  one  vote  cast  against  him  in 
his  township  of  Pipestone. 

October  15,1862,  Mr.  Farmer  married  Miss  Han- 
nah Deuel,  who  at  that  time  was  a  resident  of 
Urbana,  Ohio.  Three  children  were  born  to  tliem, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Their  elder  son 
died  in  early  childhood,  leaving  to  them  the 
daughter,  Sfira  L.,  and  son,  Roscoe  D.  Mr.  Farm- 
er's paternal  grandfather  was  of  Norman-English 
bii'th,  was  educated  in  Germany  and  married  a 
German.  About  1750  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  New  Jersey,  a  few  miles  from 
New  Brunswick.  Holding  a  commission  in  the 
Continental  array,  he  left  his  family  to  the  care  of 
bis  slaves.  When  the  British  troops  occupied  New 
Brunswick,  the  slaves  deserted  the  family  and  load- 
ed themselves  with  chickens  for  the  "i-ed  coats," 
but  on  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  British, 
the  "darkies"  were  very  glad  to  come  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Farmer,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  in  1780,  and  removed  to  Mont^ 
gomery  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1809.  During  the  fol- 
lowing yeor  he  married  Huldah  Burton,  and  died 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1837.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Charleston,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1790, 
and  died  in  Berrien  County,  Mich,,  in  1883.  Judah 
Burton,  her  paternal  grandfather,  held  a  Major's 
commission  in  the  Continental  army.  His  ances- 
tors were  of  English  origin  and  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  Hudson  River  Valley.  Her 
maternal  ancestors  (the  Smythes)  were  among  the 
early  emigrants  from  England,  and  settled  in  the 
Connecticut  Valley,  where  they  endured  the  pri- 
vations incident  to  pioneer  life.  On  one  occasion 
their  buildings  were  burned  and  Stock  destroyed 
by  the  Indians,  the  family  saving  their  lives  by 
hiding  in  the  forest. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  State  Convention  of  the  Pat- 
rons of  Husbandry  at  Lansing  Mich.,  December 
14,  1876,  Mr.  Farmer,  being  Chairman  of  the 
commitfec  on  resolutions,  drew  up  the  resolutions 
which  were  adopted  by  the  committee  and  ratified 
by  the  convention.     It  may  here  be  proper  to  stale 


that  Mr.  Farmer  was  in  favor  of  tlie  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  Government,  and  the 
resolution  which  follows  showed  that  he  anticipated 
the  action  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  one 

Article  6th.  Rksoi.veh  That,  recognizing  the 
fact  that  a  mixed  currency,  that  of  the  low'est  value, 
will  be  the  circulating  medium,  we  therefore 
recommend  that  the  precious  metals  (gold  and 
silver)  should  he  placed  on  an  equality  as  legal 
tender;  and  that  the  Government  should  not 
discredit  its  own  paper  by  refusing  to  receive  it 
at  any  time  or  for  any  purpose. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  for  the  benefit  of  the 
present  reader  that  gold  was  required  by  the 
Goverment  for  custom  dues,  and  silver  was  not  a 
legal  tender  in  sums  above  $5, 

Recognizing  man's  freedom  of  choice  and  action, 
yet  holding  him  closely  accountable  for  the  result 
of  his  action  Mr.  Farmer  is  an  Arraiuian  in  principle 
and  for  some  years  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui-ch.  For  the  last  four 
years  he  has  acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Niles  District,  and  in  1878  was 
with  the  Rev.  S.  T.  Cooper  the  building  committee. 
That  committee  planned  and  erected  an  auditorium 
or  tabernacle  building  on  the  Crystal  Springs 
Camp  Ground,  which  is  said  to  be  the  best  of  the 
kind  in  the  Slate,  seating  about  four  thousand 
people.  Mr.  Farmer,  believing  that  success  is  the 
result  of  properly  applied  effort  and  labor,and  the 
present  the  time  for  action,  has  adopted  as  his 
own  the  motto  on  the  Farmer  family  crest,  "It  is 
time." 


=^^»l-^-t^li^^I^-< 


lf|    STANLEY  MORTON,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
II    urer  of  t 


Jurer  of  the  Excelsior  Gas  Company  and  one 
of  the  wealthy  and  progressive  citizens  of 
Benton  Haibor,  was  born  in  this  city  on  the 
16th  of  Septemiwr,  1850,  and  has  passed  his  entire 
life  in  the  place  where  he  now  makes  his  home. 
His  father,  Henry  C,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1817,  being  the  son    of  Eleazer  Morton, 
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one  of  Benton  Harbor's  [jioneers.  Henry  C.  set- 
tled here  as  earlj'  as  1834,  and  soon  became  c!os el y 
connected  with  the  progress  of  the  place,  wit- 
nessing its  development  from  a  tiny  hamlet,  with 
primitive  surroundings,  to  a  thriving  city  with  all 
the  conveniences  of  modern  life.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  projecting  and  building  the  Benton 
Harbor  Canal,  and  likewise  contributed  of  liis 
money  and  assistance  to  many  other  important 
enterprises.  Now  at  an  advanced  age,  he  resides 
in  Benton  Harlwr,  passing  the  twilight  of  his  hon- 
ored life  somewhat  retired  from  active  business 
cares.  Hia  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Josephine  Stanley  died  in  1859,  leaving  four  sons, 
only  one  of  whom  is  now  living  T  Stanlcj-,  tlie 
subject  of  this  biogiaphical  notice 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  Benton 
Harbor  where  he  conducted  his  'itudiesin  thecom- 
mou  schools  prur  to  the  age  of  fifteen  yeai-s.  He 
then  secured  a  position  ai  cleik  in  i  general  store, 
where  he  lemimed  for  four  yr^is  At  the  early 
age  of  nineteen  yeiis  he  engaged  m  tl  edrug busi- 
ness, opening  a  lUne  which  be  conducted  until 
1873,  when  he  disposed  of  the  business. 

The  Lnteii)iise  in  nhicb  Mr  Moiton  next  be- 
came interested  was  that  with  which  his  name  has 
for  years  bten  in'ieparablj  connected  Forming  a 
partnership  with  lol  n  H  Giaham,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Graham  Morton  A.  Co  he  became  inter- 
ested in  a  steamboat  line  between  Chicago  and 
Benton  Harbor.  In  1880  the  name  of  the  firm  was 
clianged  to  the  Graham  &  Morton  Transportation 
Company,  and  as  such  carried  on  an  extensive 
business,  both  in  passenger  and  freight  trattic,  un- 
til 1893,  when  Mr.  Morton  retired  from  the  com- 
pany. For  several  years  prior  to  withdrawing 
from  the  business,  he  had  served  as  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  company. 

After  retiring  from  the  transportation  company, 
Mr.  Morton,  in  company  with  C.  M.  Edick  and  J. 
Stevens,  purchased  three-fourth  a  of  the  stock  of 
the  Excelsior  Gas  Company  from  Peter  English, 
of  Benton  Harbor,  Since  that  time  our  subject 
lias  held  the  position  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  company.  For  seveml  years  he  has  held  the 
position  of  Vice-President  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Benton  Harbor,  and  is  also  President  of 


the  Stevens  &  Morton  Lumber  Company,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Alden  Canning  Company.  One 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Improve- 
ment Company,  he  has  been  praminently  connected 
with  this  enterprise  since  its  inception,andhas  otH- 
ciated  as  its  Secretary  for  the  past  two  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Morton  took  place  June  21, 
1871,  to  Carrie  Heath,  of  Benton  Harbor,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Salmon  F.  and  Julia  Heath,  residents  of  this 
city.  The  family  residence  is  a  substantial  struc- 
ture, located  amid  beautiful  surroundings.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  home  Mr.  Morton  has  other  extensive 
and  valuable  property  interests,  and  is  the  owner 
of  the  tract  of  land  which  he  has  recently  platt«d 
in  city  lots,  it  being  known  as  Morton  &  Stevens' 
Second  Addition  to  Benton  Harbor.  In  his  social 
connections  he  affiliates  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge 
No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  In  politics  he  is  a  slanch 
Republican. 


Wf  L.  GEORGE,  a  well-known  business  man 
of  Benton  Harhor,  conducted  a  flour- 
ishing boot  and  shoe  establishment  for 
almost  a  score  of  years.  Being  a  gentleman  of 
superior  business  attainments  and  expedcnced  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  the  methods  he  adopted  com- 
mended him  to  the  favor  and  patronage  of  the 
people  ■T)f  Benton  Harbo);  and  the  surrounding 
country.  In  his  store  was  found  a  large  stock, 
including  in  its  selection  every  grade  and  qual- 
ity of  goods  for  ladies',  men's  or  children's  wear, 
Tlie  owner  of  the  establishment  gave  to  it  his  close 
pei-sonal  supervision,  so  that  in  every  detail  the 
business  was  reliable. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  worthy 
representative  originated  in  England.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Timothy  George,  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  which  State  was  also  the  birth- 
place of  Woodbridge  George,  father  of  our  .subject. 
He  was  one  of  the  brave  soldjers  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  also  one  of  the  pioneers  of   St.  Jo- 
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seph,  Midi.,  wIiGi'e  he  mnde  seUlemcnt  in  1842. 
His  wife  was  Sarah  Farrar,  a  native  of  .Teffersoii 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daugliter  of  Josiah  Farrar, 
of  Vei-mont.  The  parental  family  comprised  six 
children,  W.  L.  being  the  tliiid. 

Born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  T.,  .luiie  24,  1829, 
our  subject  gained  a  fundamental  knowledge  of 
the  "three  R's"  in  the  common  sclioolsof  the  home 
neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  accom- 
panied his  parents    to  St.  Joseph.      When   fifteen 


)  old  he  went  i 
cook  on  a  vessel  on 
humble  position  he  v 
was  promoted    tluoi 
position  of  Captai 


Liling,  securing  a  position  as 
,ake  Michigan.  From  that 
>rked  his  way  upward,  and 
lugh  enccessivc  offices  to  the 
"The  Mariner,"  a  vessel 
that  plied  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  between 
Cliicago,  St.  Joseph  and  Muskegon.  After  ten 
yeai-s  of  life  on  the  Lakes,  Capt.  George  retired 
permanently  therefrom. 

Having  been  seized  with  the  "gold  fever,"  our 
subject  went  to  Caiifornia  in  1851  and  engaged  in 
mining  for  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Michigan,  with  more  experience,  if  not  more  gold. 
He  owned  land  in  Bainbridge  Township,  Berrien 
County,  and  there  lie  settled,  entering  upon  the 
routine  of  a  farmer's  life.  His  agricultural  oper- 
ations proved  quite  successful,  and  he  continued 
thus  engaged  until  1867,  wlien  he  purchased  a 
fruit  farm  near  the  village  of  Benton  Harbor  and, 
locating  on  this  place,  he  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness of  fruit-growing,  which  he  has  continued  up 
to  the  present  time.  In  1877  he  opened  the  boot 
and  shoe  store  mentioned  above,  and  which  he  has 
recently  sold. 

In  politics  a  stanch  Republican,  Capt.  George 
served  as  Supervisor  of  Benton  Harbor  for  four 
years,  and  is  now  filling  the  position  of  Alderman 
from  the  Second  Ward,  having  been  elected  to 
that  office  in  1893  on  the  Republican  ticket.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No. 
298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Calvin  Britlain  Chapter,  of 
St  Joseph.  On  the  28th  of  August,  1851,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ravina  Pitcher,  of  Watervliet,  Berrien 
County,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  Pitcher,  who 
removed  from  New  York,  his  native  State,  to  Michi- 
gan in  1844  and  settled  in  Berrien  County.  The 
union  of  the  Captain  and  his  estimable  wife  was 


blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Cora,  who 
married  George  Owen  and  resides  in  Chicago; 
Lina  E.  and  Florence  E.,  who  are  with  their  father. 
Tlio  devoted  wife  and  mother  died  at  the  family 
home  in  Benton  Harbor  December  11,  1887,  leav- 
ing a  void  in  the  family  circle  that  can  never 
be  filled.  The  sweet  and  cheerful  life  she  lived, 
her  constant  interest  in  the  welfare  of  all  around 
her,  lier  zeal  that  lost  sight  of  self  in  trying  to 
contribute  to  the  happiness  of  othere,  and  lier 
lovely  Christian  character,  endeared  her  to  all  who 
knew  her. 


ELIJAH  S.  B.  VAIL.  Thougli  passed  from 
the  scenes  of  his  former  activity,  Mr.  Vail 
still  lives  in  the  hearts  of  the  host  of  warm 
personal  friends  to  whom  he  was  endeared.  His 
demise  was  widely  mourned,  for  he  had  an  exten- 
sive acquaintance  throughout  Berrien  County  and 
was  highly  regarded  as  a  successful  and  public- 
spirited  business  man.  Such  a  life  as  his  may  well 
serve  as  an  example  for  the  young  to  emulate  and 


the  aged  to  admire. 
salient  features  will 
this  volume. 

In  the  city  of  New 
September  30,  1821. 


A  brief  review  of  its  most 
therefore  be  appropriate  in 


York  our  subject  was  born 
His  father,  Charles  Vail,  was 
a  native  of  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
the  son  of  Tliomas  Vail,  likewise  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State.  The  paternal  ancestore  were  of 
English  birth,  and  members  of  the  family  were 
represented  in  America  during  the  early  Colonial 
days.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in 
maidenhood  as  Nancy  Totten  and  was  also  a  de- 
scendant of  EiiglisI)  ancestors.  Ehjah  S.  B.  spent 
the  years  of  his  boyhood  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  and  acquired 
a  practical  education. 

In  1865  Mr.  Vail  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where 
he  located  in  I^  Crosse  and  embarked  in  business 
as  a  real-estate  agent.  He  laid  ont  an  addition  to 
the  city  and  in  other  ways  aided  in  promoting  its 
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growth.  Id  1864  lie  removed  from  La  Ciosse  to 
SI.  Joseph,  anti  licrc  corarapnced  in  business  aa  a 
fruit-^rofver.  He  continued  on  the  same  place 
engaged  in  raising  fruit  until  his  death,  Mareli  18, 
1886.  Since  his  demise  liis  widow  has  conducted 
the  business  upon  her  profjerty,  and  as  she  possesses 
excellent  judgment  and  energy  she  has  made  u 
success  of  the  undertaking.  She  owns  fifty-three 
acres  and  gives  especial  attention  to  raising  pears, 
peaches  and  berrie?. 

This  estimable  lady  wiis  formerly  Miss  Helen  V. 
Russell  and  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Vail  Novem- 
ber 29,  1866.  She  is  the  daugliter  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  (Jennings)  Russell,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  early  settlers  of  Berrien 
County.  Mrs.  Vail  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  and  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  in  the  schools  of  this 
place.  She  is  a  cultured  and  refined  woman.  She 
lias  two  sons  and  one  daughter:  Alfred  T.,  resid- 
ing in  Chicago,  and  Grace  aud  Paul  B.,  who  re- 
main with  their  mother  at  home.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Vail  was  a  Democrat. 


*-^^^l@®i:|^^^" 


.^-..^ON.  P:ZEKIEL  C.  smith.  In  recording 
iTfl)  the  lives  of  the  pioneers  of  Cass  County, 
'^^  and  perpetuating  for  coming  generations 
1^)  their  useful  and  honorable  examples,  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  Mr.  Smith  and  his  estimable 
wife.  In  the  Pioneei-s'  Society  they  have  acquired 
considerable  prominence  on  account  of  being  the 
oldest  couple  in  the  organization.  Roth  were  born 
in  18L1,  and  their  combined  ages  arc  one  hundred 
and  sixty-four  years.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  in  1892  they  vfere  awarded  an  elegant 
clock  as  a  prize  for  being  tlie  oldest  married  couple 
on  the  grounds. 

Now  a  retired  farmer  residing  on  section  3, 
Howard  Township,  Cass  County,  Mr.  Smith  was 
bom  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  ten  miles  south  of 
Buffalo,  June  6,  1811.  His  father,  Amasa  Smith, 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1774,  whence  he  was 
taken   by  his  parents  to  Vermont  at  the  age  of 


eighteen  months,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  at  a  date  in  the  settlement  of  that 
country  so  early  that  there  was  only  one  white 
family  in  Buffalo.  He  served  valiantly  in  the 
Warof  1812,  as  did  his  father,  Ezekiel  Smith,  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  mother  of  our  subject, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Candace  Brown,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island  in  1776, and  when  seventeen  years 
of  age  accompanied  her  parents  to  Vermont.  In 
that  State  she  married  Amasa  Smith,  but  shortly 
afterward  removed  to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1806, 
and  located  ten  miles  south  of  Buffalo. 

Removing  to  Michigan  in  1835,  the  family  lo- 
cated in  Cass  County  and  entered  a  tract  of  Gov- 
ernment land  in  Howard  Township.  During  the 
following  year  the  wife  and  mother  died,  and  the 
bereaved  husband  then  moved  to  Ohio  and  from 
there  to  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1865,  aged  ninety- 
one  years.  Of  his  nine  cliildreii,  seven  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood, and  four  are  still  living, 
namely:  Zenas:  Ezekiel,  our  subject;  Lucy,  the 
widow  of  Calvin  Kinney,  of  Minnesota;  and  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Patridge,  of  Iowa.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  sixth  child  and  third  son  in  the  parental 
family.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  place,  receiv- 
ing a  limited  education  in  the  home  schools. 

January  11,  1832,  Mr.  Smith  married  Missljiura 
Parmelee,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y,, 
May  29,  1811,  being  the  daughter  of  Lemuel  Par- 
melee. The  latter  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in 
1780,  and  was  reared  in  Vermont,  being  a  school 
teacher  in  his  youth.  He  also  engaged  for  a  time 
as  a  vocal  teacber.  His  principal  occupation 
throughout  his  entire  active  life  was  that  of  a 
farmer.  He  traced  his  lineage  back  to  three  brotli- 
ei-s  who  came  from  Scotland  in  an  early  day  and 
established  homes  in  America.  The  mother  of  Mrs, 
Smith  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Brown,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Luther  Brown,  a  native  of 
Vermont.  There  were  eight  children  in  the  Par- 
melee family,  five  sons  and  three  dauglitera,  Mrs. 
Smith  being  the  second  in  number. 

In  1835  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Cass  County  and 
located  upon  the  farm  where  he  lias  since  resided, 
entering  from  the  Government  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  %  1 .2y  per  acre.  At  once 
after  settling   here  he  erected  a  log  house,  18^28 
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feet  in  dimensions,  and  cut  tlie  logs  used  in  build- 
ing the  cabin.  Tliis  was  well  furnished  for  those 
early  times,  and  ctmtained  the  only  cowk  stove  then 
in  the  wliole  township.  Mr.  Smith  was  Ibefortun.ite 
owner  of  one  yoke  of  oxen  and  one  cow,  and  also 
had  %lb  in  cash.  Nor  was  his  wife  less  industrious 
than  he.  With  deft  fingers  she  made  neat  gar- 
ments for  the  neighbors,  and  in  this  way  was  an 
important  factor  in  the  household  economy.  Aa 
time  passed  by  they  reaped  the  reward  of  their 
labore  and  gi'adually  gained  a  goodly  amount  of 
this  world's  riches.  Better  than  that,  thoy  became 
known  and  loved  as  honorable,  upright,  kind- 
hearted  and  industrious  people,  of  whom  it  (M>uld 
truly  be  said  that  the  world  was  better  for  their 
having  lived. 

Two  daughters  and  three  sons  came  to  bless  the 
home,  and  of  this  family  we  note  the  following 
KUcn  K,  formerly  aseliool  teacher,  is  now  al  home 
with  her  parents;  George  P.,  a  successful  f«mei,  is 
engaged  in  cultivating  one  hundred  and  sixlj 
acres  in  Benton  County,  Mo.;  Albert  B.  is  a  faimei 
of  Ha!i  County, Neb.;  Dr.  Jerome  A.  is  a  practicing 
phj'sician  of  Warren  County,  Tenii.;  and  Julia  L. 
is  the  wife  of  John  J.  Doane,  an  extensive  and 
sueecsstul  farmer  of  Newberg  Township,  Cass 
County.  The  farm  belonging  to  our  subject  con- 
sists of  three  hundred  acres,  one  hundred  of 
which  are  in  timber  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
are  planted  to  grain.  This  large  property  has 
been  accumulated  by  Mr.  Smith  solely  through  his 
own  exertions,  seconded  by  the  active  assistance 
and  sympathetic  help  of  his  good  wife. 

A  I>eniocrat  from  boyhood,  Mr.  Smith  has  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  filling  that  posi- 
tion at  the  time  Michigan  was  admitted  into  the 
Union.  He  was  an  incumbent  of  that  office  for  a 
period  of  thirty-six  years,  after  which  his  son 
Jerome  held  the  office  for  four  years,  so  that  the 
same  set  of  books  remained  in  the  house  for  forty 
years.  In  1849  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  served  satisfactorily  and 
efficiently.  He  was  Supervisor  of  the  township 
for  many  years,  also  filled  the  positions  of  School 
Inspector,  Road  Commissioner,  and  all  town- 
ship offices  but  that  of  Clerk.  Notwithstanding 
their  advanced  age,  he  and  his  wife  are  hale  and 


strong,  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and  the 
full  possession  of  their  mental  faculties.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  above  date  of  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  passed  their  sixty-first  onnivei'sary 
January  11,  1893. 


^IITON  P.  WHITK,  M.  D.,  a  skillful  sur- 
\V    ge<m  and  successful  general  medical  prac- 


titioner of  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich., 
his  won  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  the 
community  by  his  constant  and  unflagging  devo- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  profession.  Our  subject 
begin  his  able  career  as  a  physician  in  his  birth- 
place Volinia  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich., 
wheie  he  was  born  December  19,  1852.  Dr.  White 
IS  of  Southern  descent.  His  father,  John  White, 
ms  a  native  of  South  Carolina  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  home  of  his  childhood.  Am- 
bitious and  energetic,  he  came  to  the  North  when 
only  a  young  man  of  eighteen.  Thoroughly  self- 
reliant  and  carefully  trained  into  habits  of  indus- 
trious thrift,  he  was  well  fitted  to  begin  the  daily 
work  of  life.  By  trade  a  blacksmith,  he  engaged 
in  that  occupation  all  his  days, and  combined  witli 
the  work  of  the  anvil  the  labor  of  agricultural 
pui-suits,  and  was  one  of  the  most  thorough  and 
practical  farmers  in  his  region  of  the  country.  A 
representative  American  citizen  of  sterling  integ- 
rity, lie  led  a  life  of  busy  usefulness  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1865. 

The  mother  of  Dr.  White  was  in  maidenhood 
Miss  Hannah  Baker,  daughter  of  Nathan  Baker,  a 
native  Pennsylvanian  and  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Quaker  sect,  who  brought  his  family  up  in  a 
rigid  observance  of  the  tenets  and  iielief  of  that 
religious  denomination.  The  home  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Baker)  White  sheltered  six  sturdy  sons,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest  born.  Reared 
in  the  township  of  Volinia,  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  of  the  neighborhood  and  there  laid  the 
firm  foundation  of  study  afterward  completed  by 
a  coui-se  of  instruction  in  an  excellent  academy  at 
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Valparaiso.  Supplementing  his  English  cducntion 
in  tlie  higher  lirandics  with  a  profussional  anu-se 
of  study,  Milton  P.  While  entered  tlie  medical 
department  of  the  Northwestern  University  at 
Cliicago,  and,  graduating  in  1880  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  was  launclted  upon  his  career  in  life  as  an 
M.  D.  Returning  to  Wakelee,  al>out  one  mile  from 
bis  birtlipiace  in  Voliiiia  Townsliip,  he  at  once  be- 
gan the  practice  of  medicim;  among  the  acrjuaint- 
ances  and  associations  of  youth,  and  for  seven 
years  went  the  professional  rounds,  enduring  the 
hardships  and  discomforts  of  a  country  doctor. 

In  the  foil  of  1886,  Dr.  White  removed  to  Do- 
wagiac,  and  in  tlie  seven  years  past  has  acquired  a 
large  and  rapidly  extending  practice  and  has  been 
prominently  associated  with  the  social  and  public 
interests  of  his  present  home.  Upon  September  14, 
1881,  Dr.  Milton  White  and  Miss  Rose  K.  Carman, 
of  Schoolcraft,  St.  Joseph  County,  were  united  in 
marriage.  The  accomplished  wife  of  our  subject 
was  one  of  ten  children,  all  of  the  brothei-s  and  sis- 
ters living  to  adult  age.  Her  father,  W,  P.  Car- 
man, was  a  prosperous  general  agriculturist  and  is 
yet  surviving,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-tbree 
years.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Lydia  (Townsend)  Car- 
man, is  also  living,  the  venerable  husband  and 
wife  having  spent  fifty-tbree  years  together.  The 
pleasant  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  White  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  liaker  T.  and 
Ruth  White.  Although  not  actively  interested  in 
politics,  our  subject  is  a  true  American  citizen  and 
ever  casts  his  vote  in  behalf  of  local  and  national 
advancement. 


ijl_  KNRY  M.  ZEKIND  was  born  in  Poland  on 
\h%  ^^^  Year's  Day,  1835,  and  passed  his 
il^^  school  days  in  his  native  country.  At  the 
(^p  age  of  sixteen  years  be  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  landing  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  thence  he  traveled  through  several  States. 
For  about  two  years  he  sojourned  in  White 
Water,  Wis.     He  then  went  to  California  and  re- 


mained there  twelve  years,  part  ot  the  time  en- 
gaged in  mining,  but  niostof  the  time  in  merchan- 
dising. On  retnrning  from  California,  he  estab- 
lished a  store  at  Sun  Prairie,  Wis.,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  a  period  of  about  three  yeai-s,  meeting 
with  good  success.  In  1869,  he  moved  his  family  to 
SL  Joseph,  Mich.,  where  he  started  a  dry-goods 
store,  under  the  firm  name  of  Philhps  &  Zekind. 
This  connection  continued  for  a  few  years,  and 
later  the  firm  name  became  Zekind  A  Katzenstein, 
Mr.  Philhps  selling  his  interest.  Two  years  after, 
Mr.  Zekind  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and 
continued  the  business  under  the  title  of  H.  M. 
Zekind.  He  remained  thus  occupied  until  his  de- 
mise, which  occurred  on  tlie  17th  of  February, 
1892. 

A  man  well  known  for  the  honesty  and  integ- 
rity which  characterized  his  transactions,  Mr.  Ze- 
kind, from  a  small  beginning,  built  up  a  large  and 
profitable  business.  In  every  sense  of  the  word  he 
was  a  self-made  man  and  earned  prosperity  by  de- 
serving It.  He  was  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  substantial  and  representative  of  the  citizens 
of  St.  Joseph,  and  always  exhibited  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the  place. 
His  fellow- citizens  held  him  in  the  highest  esteem 
and  frequently  elected  him  to  positions  of  trust. 
He  served  as  Mayor  ot  St.  Joseph  for  one  term, 
and  also  filled  the  position  of  Alderman,  and  while 
the  incumbent  of  these  oflices  he  rendered  elficient 
service,  being  instrumental  in  securing  m.-iny  mu- 
nicipal improvements. 

in  national  affairs,  Mr.  Zekind  was  in  favor  ot 
tbe  principles  advocated  by  the  Republican  parly, 
but  in  local  mattere  he  uniformly  supported  the 
man  whom  he  deemed  best  qualified  for  the  oflice 
in  question.  His  social  connections  were  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Occidental  Lodge  No.  56,  of 
which  he  was  Master  for  several  yeai-s,  and  was 
Treasurer  of  the  lodge  at  tlie  time  of  bis  decease. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State,  and  was  identified  with  Calvin  Brit- 
tain  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  High 
Priest  for  several  years.  The  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  also  counted  him  as  one  of  its  ac- 
tive members.  He  aided  in  the  organization  of 
the  Union  Banking  Company   of  St.   Joseph  an<J 
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was  one  of  its  Directors  for  many  years  before  tiis 
deatli.  A  wide-nwaku  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
he  took  an  active  part  in  all  enterprises  calculated 
to  benefit  tlie  city,  and  liisenergy  contributed  not 
a  little  to  its  success. 

The  wife  of  Henry  M.  Zekind  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Carrie  Silverman  and  was  bom  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  a  daughterof  Sidney  and  Bella  (Fra- 
iicch)  Silverman.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement  and  occupies  tlie  elegant  residence  erec- 
ted by  her  husband  shortly  before  his  decease. 
Their  union  resulted  in  tlie  birth  of  six  children, 
five  now  living:  Albert  A.,  Bella  R.,  Samuel  M., 
Fannie  and  Sidney.  Samuel  M.,  the  third  in  the 
family,  has  succeeded  to  the  management  of  his 
fatlier's  mercantile  business,  and  through  his  en- 
ergy and  good  judgment  maintains  the  liigh  ehar- 
acter  of  the  establishment. 


well-known 

iN®l  ''fi*!*^''  in  I'^^l  estate  and  residence  property 
m  at  St.  Joseph,  was  born  in  Portage  County> 
Ohio,  January  19,  1842.  His  father,  Dr.  Lyman 
Collins,  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  an  early 
settler  of  Ohio,  who  in  1860  came  to  St.  Joseph 
and  engaged  in  fruit-growing.  He  made  a  spec- 
ialty of  raising  peaches  and  was  also  quite  suc- 
cessful with  other  fruits.  A  man  of  great  energy 
and  force  of  character,  he  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  best  interests  of  this  city,  and  his 
death,  which  occurred  here  in  1881,  was  deeply 
mourned  by  his  friends  and  associates.  His  wife 
was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Harriet  Whittlesey, 
being  tlie  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Elislia  Whittlesey, 
Comptroller  of  the  United  States  Treasury  during 
tlie  administration  of  President  Lincoln.  She  was 
born  in  Canfield,  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  and 
died  at  St.  Joseph  during  the  month  of  December, 
1892. 

The  only  surviving  members  of  the  family  are 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  sister,  the  widow 
of  0.  B.  Dickinson.  Tlie  first-named  grew  to 
manhood  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  where  under 


the  caraful  guidance  of  his  parents  he  was  trained 
for  a  position  of  usefulness  and  honor  in  the  bus- 
iness world.  Leaving  the  old  home,  he  sought 
the  city  of  New  York  and  there  secured  a  clerical 
position  in  a  hat  manufactory.  After  sixteen 
years  thus  spent,  on  account  of  ill  health  iie  left 
the  city  and  came  West  to  St.  Joseph,  where  ho 
purchased  a  fruit  farm  and  engaged  in  the  culti- 
vation of  fruits.  The  change  of  occupation  and 
the  outdoor  exercise  proved  so  beneficial  that  he 
soon  recovered  his  former  physical  health. 

Forming  a  partnei-ship  with  W,  A.  Preston,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Pi-eston  &  Collins,  our  subject 
embarked  in  the  lumber  business,  and  engaged 
with  considerable  success  in  the  manufactui-e  and 
sale  of  building  material  and  lumber.  In  1891  he 
disposed  of  his  interest  to  Mr.  Preston,  and  since 
that  time  has  devoted  his  attention  and  capital  to 
the  real-estate  business,  in  which  he  has  gained 
prominence  as  well  as  material  success.  He  has 
laid  out  what  is  known  as  the  Preston  &.  Collins 
Addition  to  St.  Joseph,  containing  some  of  the 
most  desirable  building  lots  in  the  city.  He  has 
also  plattedanother  addition, knownas  the  Collins 
Addition,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a  number  of 
comfortable  dwellings.  Not  long  ago  he  moved 
into  a  commodious  and  elegantly  furnished  resi- 
dence, fitted  up  in  an  attractive  and  modern  style, 
and  embellished  with  all  the  conveniences  and 
improvements.  Here  he  and  his  wife  are  tr.in- 
quilly  and  happily  passing  their  days,  and  here, 
with  the  most  cordial  hospitality,  they  welcome 
their  many  friends. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Collins  took  place  in  1865, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Harriet  C,  daughter  of 
William  W.  Whittlesey,  of  Canfleld,  Ohio.  One 
daughter,  Ellen  W.,  was  born  to  bless  the  union; 
at  the  present  time  she  is  a  teacher  in  the  Chicago 
schools.  She  is  a  well-educated  and  highly  ac- 
complished young  lady,  and  is  a  successful  teacher. 
Mr.  Collins  is  interested  in  educational  mattere  and 
has  served  on  the  School  Board  for  some  time.  He 
IS  also  a  member  of  the  Bourd  of  Water  Commis- 
sioners. In  politics  he  afliliales  with  the  Repub- 
licans and  advocates  with  enthusiasm  and  fidelity 
the  principles  of  the  party.  Socially,  he  is  identi- 
fied with  Pomona  Lodge  No.  281,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
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ijEUBl'JN  D,  PARKKR,  M,  D.  One  of  tbe 
loveliest  linines  in  St.  Joseph  is  the  elegant 
i  commodious  residence  owned  aufi  oc- 
1  by  Dr.  Parker.  It  is  beautifully 
located  on  the  bluff,  commanding  a  fine  view  of 
the  lake,  and  in  its  interior  appointments,  as  well 
as  its  exterior  appctrance,  is  a  model  of  its  kind. 
It  is  a  frame  structure,  of  modern  architecture, 
and  contains  all  the  luxuries  of  a  city  home,  to- 
gether with  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
rural  life.  Surrounded  by  all  tlie  comforts  of  ex- 
istence and  ministered  toby  loving  hands,  the  Doc- 
tor is  passing  the  afternoon  of  his  useful  life 
somewhat  retired  from  tlie  cares  of  business  and 
professional  work  which  formerly  engaged  his  at- 
tention. 

A  native  of  New  York,  ]>r.  Parker  was  born  in 
Lima  Township,  Livingston  County.  August  31, 
1821,  the  descendant  of  English  ancestors.  His 
fatlier,  Elisha  B.,  was  born  in  Vermont,  the  son  of 
Joseph  Parker,  and  in  his  youth  learned  tlie  trade 
of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  married  Miss  Alice, 
daughter  of  Reuben  Davis,  of  New  York,  and  in 
1829,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  family,  re- 
moved to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Washtenaw 
County,  twelve  miles  from  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  a 
pioneer  of  that  place,  and  remained  one  of  its  in- 
fluential citizens  and  successful  farmers  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1849.  His  wife,  who 
survived  him,  removed  to  Niles,  Berrien  County, 
and  there  passed  away  at  an  advanced  age. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
among  Ave  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, who  comprised  the  parental  family.  He 
passed  liis  boyhood  years  on  the  home  farm  and  at- 
tended the  district  schools,  and  also  for  a  time  was 
a  student  in  a  select  school.  Upon  completing  his 
literary  education,  he  commenced  to  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Markham,  of  Plymoutli,  Washtenaw 
County,  and  afterward  pursued  his  medical  studies 
under  tlie  preceptors liip  of  Dr.  Olds,  of  Salem, 
Mich.  He  opened  an  office  and  practiced  for  a 
sliort  time  in  Washtenaw  C'ounty,  and  later  en- 
tered the  Western  Medical  University,  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  184A. 

Forming  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Mathews,  of 
11 


Redford,  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  tbe  young  Doctor 
conducted  a  general  practice  in  that  village  fi-om 
1816  until  1852.  In  the  latter  year  became  to  St. 
Joseph,  and,  opening  an  office,  soon  became  known 
as  a  successful  general  practitioner.  As  a  physi- 
cian he  commanded  the  conlidence  of  tbe  general 
public,  and  also  of  his  professional  hi-ethren.  In 
tlie  diagnosis  of  cases  he  was  accurate  and  success- 
ful, while  in  tlieir  treatment  he  displayed  to  an 
eminent  degree  the  possession  of  those  qualities 
which  secure  for  a  physician  the  highest  success. 
In  1880  he  retired  from  active  professional  work, 
and  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to  looking  af- 
ter his  extensive  interests.  He  is  the  owner  of 
considerable  valuable  property,  including  a  fine 
farm  near  Benton  Harbor,  and  his  ixisidence  prop- 
erty in  St.  Joseph. 

December  23,  I86t),  occurred  the  mairiage  of 
Miss  Clarinda  Searles  and  Dr.  R.  D.  Parker.  The 
bride  was  the  second  daughter  of  Stephen  Searles, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  St.  Joseph.  She  is  a  lady 
possessing  in  a  rare  degree  the  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind  which  win  and  retain  friends,  and  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word  she  has  been  her  hus- 
band's helpmate.  Tbe  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Parker 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Effie  May,  The  Doc- 
tor is  interested  in  all  the  important  issues  of  the 
age,  and  in  his  political  belief  is  astanch  advocate 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  served  for  two  years 
as  Trustee  of  St.  Joseph,  and  has  been  chosen  to 
fill  other  important  official  positions. 


^^EORGE  R.  HERKIMER,  M.  D.,a  practicing 
jlj  ^—j  physician  and  surgeon  of  Dowagiac,  was 
^yji  born  in  Niles,  this  State,  on  the  1 7th  of 
July,  I8(J6.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  fa- 
mous Gen.  Herkimer,  whose  services  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution  have  immortalized  his  name  in 
the  history  of  our  country.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Jacob  Herkimer,  was  born 
and   reared  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  after 
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his  marriage  engaged  in  farming  tliere.  As  early 
as  1830  lie  came  to  Micbigaii,  and  tljenceforth  his 
life  was  closely  connected  witli  tlie  development 
of  Berrien  County,  wliere  he  made  scttioment. 
Upon  land  entered  from  the  Government  in  Ber- 
ti'and  Township  he  remained  until  his  death. 

A  native  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  Miehael 
Herkimer,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  child  of  four 
years  when  he  was  brought  to  Michigan  by  his 
father.  In  Bcrtrand  Township,  Berrien  County, 
lie  |)assed  hi.s  youlhfui  days  and  aided  his  father 
in  clearing  the  home  farm.  Early  in  life  he  bt. 
came  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  wh  lo 
his  educational  advantages  were  limited,  he  becan  e 
a  well-informed  man,  possessing  intelligent  op  n 
ions  upon  the  public  issues  of  the  time.  For  I  s 
wife  he  chose  Miss  Jane,  daughter  of  Abraham 
Hoag,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Michigan,  who 
came  here  from  Syracuse  County,  N.  Y.,  in  183;"j, 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herkimer  set- 
tled on  the  Herkimer  homestead,  and  there  re- 
mained until  severed  by  death.  The  husband  and 
father  passed  away  in  1880,  and  eleven  years  after 
his  demise  the  widow  came  to  Dowagiac,  wheie 
she  makes  her  home  with  George  R. 

Of  the  four  children  comprising  the  familj 
three  grew  to  maturity,  as  follows:  Julia,  who 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject;  John,  who  cul 
tivates  the  old  home  place;  and  our  subject 
Walter  is  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
prominent  in  public  atfairs  and  influential  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  held  the  oftice 
of  Collector  of  the  county,  and  served  as  Super 
visor  and  Clerk  of  his  township  a  number  of  terms. 
In  religious  matters  he  was  interested  and  zealous 
and  was  an  active  member  of  and  liberal  contrib- 
utor to  the  support  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  George  R,  was  reared  on  the  old  home 
place  in  Bcrtrand  Township  and  was  the  recipient 
of  excellent  educational  advantages.  After  com- 
pleting the  course  of  study  in  the  home  schools,  he 
went  to  Niles  and  from  there  to  Albion  (Mich.) 
College,  where  he  conducted  his  literary  studies 
for  a  period  of  three  years. 

Our  subject  commenced  his  medical  studies  un- 
der the  pi-eeeptorship  of  Dr.  M.N.  Avery, of  Niles, 
and  somewhat  later  entered  the  medical  depart- 


ment of  the  State  University  of  Ann  Arbor,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  at  Chicago 
in  1890  and  immediately  afterward  came  to  Do- 
wagiac,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a  general 
practice.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, the  National 
Union,  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees  and  llie 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
is  a  Democrat.  His  otiice  is  located  in  the  Lee 
Block  where  he  has  a  pleasant  suite  of  rooms,  well 
eq  I  pel  with  surgical  instruments  and  the  appa- 
at  s  necessary  for  professional  use.  He  est.ab- 
1  I  ed  a  home  of  his  own  in  1891,  at  which  time 
he  n  1  r  ed  Miss  Carrie,  daughter  of  W,  N,  Frost, 
a    et  red  farmer  residing  in  Dowagiac. 


■^1  1  LION  BllUNSON,  a  member  of  the  well- 
IMOI    known  Arm  of  Hovey  <k  Rrunson,  propric- 

jll  1*  toi-s  of  a  carriage  repository  and  dcalei'S 
^l^  in  horse-furnishing  goodsandagricultural 

implements  at  lienton  Harbor,  Mich.,  is  a  native 
of  Hkhait  County,  Ind.,  born  October  21,  1837, 
His  father,  Sterne  Brunson,  was  originally  from 
the  Pmpire  State,  born  m  Cayuga  County,  but  w.-is 
a  pioneti  of  Indiana,  purchasing  Government  land 
within  two  miles  of  the  present  city  of  Elkhart. 

In  the  year  1857  Sterne  Brunson  and  family 
moved  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  purchased  about 
two  hundred  acres  of  good  land,  which  is  now  the 
site  of  Benton  Harbor.  He  was  instrumental  in 
projecting  the  building  of  the  Benton  Harbor 
Canal,  wliicli  was  named  Brunson  Harbor,  and 
which  afterward,  after  manj'  local  fights  and  Leg- 
islative acts,  with  much  co.st  to  Mr.  Brunson,  was 
changed  to  lienton  Harbor.  He  was  a  vciy  pub- 
lic-spirited man  and  took  a  prominent  and  suh- 
lantial  part  in  the  development  .and  improvement 
of  Benton  Harbor.  The  canal,  which  has  been  of 
inestimable  value  to  Benton  Harbor,  was  his  idea 
principally,  and  his  means  were  liberally  advanced 
to  get  it  in  its  present  condition.     Fov  some  time 
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Mr.   BruDson    wns  associated  with  Martin  Groeo, 

wbo  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  him  in  all 
enterprises  for  the  improvement  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Brunson  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  Benton 
Harbor,  and  in  his  death,  which  occuired  in  April, 
1876,  the  city  lost  one  of  its  most  influential  eiti- 
zens.  Honored  and  respected  b>  all,  he  left  a  host 
of  warm  friends. 

Mrs,  Brunson,  whose  maiden  nime  was  Sarah 
Shank,  was  born  in  the  Ki.\  stone  State,  but  when  a 
girl  went  with  her  parents  to  Indiana.  Ijiter,  she 
came  to  Benton  Harbor,  and  there  the  closing  scenes 
of  her  life  were  passed,  her  death  occurring  in 
1879.  Five  ehildi-en  were  born  to  her  marriage, 
fonr  sons  and  a  daughter.  Allen  Bi'utison,  the 
fourth  child  in  order  of  birth,  passed  his  youth  in 
KIkhart,  Ind.,  and  secured  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  After  removing  with 
his  parents  to  Benton  Harbor,  he  was  for  a  time 
engaged  in  fruit- raising,  but  he  subsequently  Laid 
out  in  lots  the  land  his  father  had  purchased,  and 
sold  several  acres  of  this. 

In  1862  he  formed  a  partnei-ship  with  J.  L. 
Winans  and  engaged  in  the  liaidware  business,  the 
lirm  being  known  as  Itrnnson  &  Winans.  A  few 
yeai-s  later  Mr.  Winans  sold  his  interest  to  Guy 
Johnson,  father-in-law  of  our  subject,  and  the  firm 
title  was  changed  to  Brunson  &  Johnson,  thus  con- 
tinuing for  several  yeai-s.  After  quitting  the  bus- 
iness, Mr.  Brunson  turned  hisattention  to  fanning 
and  followed  this  successfully  for  five  years.  In 
1892  he  formed  a  partnership  with  William  C. 
Hovey,  under  the  firm  name  of  Ilovey  &  Brunson, 
and  they  are  dealing  quite  extensively  in  horse- 
furnishing  goods  and  agricultural  implements, 
etc.,  beside  which  they  have  a  carriage  depository. 
Their  place  of  business  is  in  Oakwood  Block,  on 
Pipestone  Street,  and  being  men  of  energy  and 
integrity,  they  are  extremely  popular  in  trade  cir- 
cles. Mr,  Brunson  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  the  building  up  of  the  town  and  has  been,  and 
is,  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  laudable  enterprises. 

February  1,  ISflS,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Mellissa  Johnson,  of  KIkhart,  Ind.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Guy  Johnson.  One  child  iias  been 
born  to  this  union,  Ida,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mark 
Wood.     A  Republican  in  his  political  views.  Mr. 


Brunson  has  ever  advocated  the  principles  of  that 
party.  He  served  one  term  as  Alderman  and  has 
held  other  positions  of  note.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  is  the  only  surviving  charter  member  in 
this  vicinity  of  Benton  Harbor  Lodge  No.  132,  A, 
F.  &  A.  M. 


^f/  n.  TOMPKINS,  M.  D.,  an  able  and  widely 
I  /S]  known  physician,  located  in  Cassopolis, 
J*—^^  Cass  County,  since  1848,  and  who  has  for 
(itty-thi-ee  years  constantly  continued  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  the  same  part  of  Michigan, 
may  with  truth  be  numbered  among  the  faithful 
medical  pioneers  of  the  State.  I>r.  Tompkins,  who 
is  to-day  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  re- 
garded practitioners  of  Cass  County,  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  February  15, 
1817.  He  was  a  sou  of  Elijah  and  Minerva  (Bar- 
ber) Tompkins,  who  removed  with  their  family 
from  the  Empire  State  to  Ohio  in  1832,  The  par- 
ents made  their  permanent  home  in  the  Buckeye 
Slate  and  gave  to  their  children  all  the  benefits  of 
an  education  which  their  means  afforded.  Our  sub- 
ject, having  completed  his  course  of  studies  in  the 
higher  branches  of  an  Knglish  education,  decided 
to  adopt  a  profession,  and  began  to  read  medicine 
in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in  1837,  giviug  his  en- 
tire time  for  three  years  to  the  preparation  for 
his  future  responsible  duties  as  a  physician. 

Dr.  Tompkins  began  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Ohio,  when  only  twenty-one  yeai-s  of  age,  and, 
enjoying  success,  remained  in  his  flret  location  for 
four  years,  then  moved  to  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  practiced  his  profession,  four  years.  He 
finally  decided  to  make  a  change  of  residence,  and 
journeyi  ng  to  the  farther  West  came  to  Cassopolis, 
where  he  was  cordially  received  and  soon  entered 
into  a  prosperous  and  rapidly  extending  field  of 
labor.  As  a  family  friend  and  physician  he  was 
welcomed  into   the   homes  of  the  early   settlers, 
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who  a pp reel  11  ted  his  unwearied  and  valuabie  serv- 
ice, cheerfully  given  alike  in  pleasiint  and  stormy 
tveaUiei'.  Our  subject  availed  himself  of  the  ben- 
efit of  a  course  of  lectures  in  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege and  graduated  from  this  institution  in  1852. 
He  has  kept  himself  abreast  with  all  the  progress- 
ive methods  of  the  day,  and  throughout  his  long 
professional  career  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful,  winning  his  way  upward  to  a  practice 
second  to  none  in  Cass  County. 

During  the  Civil  War,  Dr.  Tompkins,  in  the 
month  of  August,  1862,  enlisted  as  Assistant  Sur- 
geon of  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  Regiment,  and 
remained  in  the  service  until  1863,  when  he  was 
forced  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health,  and, 
having  I'cturned  to  his  home  and  recuperated, 
again  resumed  his  former  practice.  Our  subject 
is  fraternally  associated  with  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons  and  is  a  valued  member  of  Backus 
Lodge  and  is  also  connected  with  Kingsbury  Chap- 
ter. For  many  years  Dr.  Tompkins  was  a  stal- 
wart Republican  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Presi- 
dent for  William  Henry  Harrison.  Since  the 
Hayes  administration  our  subject  has  Identified 
himself  with  the  "Party  of  the  People,"  and  is  a 
stanch  defender  of  the  principles  of  true  Dem- 
ocracy. Aside  from  all  political  preferences,  Dr. 
Tompkins  is  thoroughly  public-spirited  and,  a 
leading  citizen  of  Cassopolis,  has  with  earnest 
effort  given  valuable  assistance  in  the  forwarding 
and  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  Cass  County. 
A  friend  to  educational  advancement  and  local 
enterprise,  he  has  worthily  done  his  part  as  an 
early  settler  of  the  State,  and  may  with  satisfaction 
review  his  record  as  a  neighbor,  friend,  citizen  and 
physician. 


>^^^m-^^^^^§ 


EDGAR  H.  FERGUSON,  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Ferguson  &  McCord,  manufac- 
turers of  building  brick  and  tile  at  Benton 
Harbor,  is  one  of  the  young  business  men  of  the 
city,  who,  while  securing  a  com[»etency  for  him- 


self, has  also  materially  aided  in  promoting  the 
growth  and  developing  the  resourees  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  He  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and 
was  born  in  Lenawee  County,  January  10,  1853, 
being  the  son  of  Henry  and  Lydia  (Dennison) 
Ferguson.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Essex 
County,  N,  Y,,  and  in  an  early  day  acoompimicd 
his  parents  to  Michigan,  where  he  died  in  Berrien 
County  in  1892.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Henry 
Ferguson,  was  bora  in  New  York,  and  died  in 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.;  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Stephen  A.  Dennison,  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  died  in  Michigan 
in  ia78. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was 
reared  to  manliood  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich., 
where  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  scliools.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  entered  the  Adrian 
Business  College,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1871.  Thus  well  equipped  for  the 
active  lalKn-s  of  life  by  the  tmining  he  had  re- 
ceived both  at  home  and  in  school,  he  entered 
upon  a  commercial  career.  For  eight  yeai-s  he  en- 
gaged in  the  buying  and  shipping  of  stock  from 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  to  Chicago,  meeting  with 
considerable  success  in  that  undertaking.  In 
1881  be  eame  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  brick  in  partnership 
with  0.  D.  Dennison.  Four  years  after  the  incep- 
tion of  the  business,  our  subject  purchased  his 
partner's  interest,  and  in  1885  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Seely  McCord,  which  still  exists. 

The  firm  of  Ferguson  &  McCord  is  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  in  southwestern  Michigan,  and 
engages  extensively  in  tlie  manufacture  of  bnild- 
ing  brick  and  tile,  Mr.  Ferguson  being  the  General 
Manager,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  thccom|}any. 
It  is  largely  due  to  his  energy  and  tireless  exer- 
tions that  the  estahtishment  has  won  the  enviable 
reputation  that  it  possesses  among  other  manufac- 
turing corporations.  While  his  business  interests 
demand  close  attention  on  bis  part,  he  neverthe- 
less is  actively  interested  in  public  affairs.and,  po- 
litically, adheres  with  energy  and  enthusiasm  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  His  fel- 
low-citizens have  frequently  elected  him  to  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  honor,  iti  ail  of   which   he  has 
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served  to  the  satisfaction  of  liis  coustituents.  In 
1891  he  was  elected  Alderman  of  the  city  from 
the  Fourth  Ward,  and  in  that  offlci:  was  able  to 
render  efflcient  services  in  behalf  of  liis  fellow- 
townsmen. 

April  !i9,  1875,  occurred  the  raaiTiage  of  Edgar 
H.  Ferguson  to  Miss  M.  Juliett  Cole,  who  at  that 
time  I'csidcd  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  S.  B,  Cole,  also  a  native  of  Lenawee 
County,  Mich,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson  are  the 
parents  of  thiee  sons,  whose  names  are  Lynn  A., 
Hnrry  M.  and  Carlton  E.  The  family  residence  is 
a  neat  and  comfortable  house  located  on-  Stevens 
Avenue  and  Territorial  Street.  In  his  social  con- 
nections, Mr.  Ferguson  is  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  aud  the  Royal  Arcanum,  being 
prominently  identified  witli  hotit  these  organiza- 
tions. Mrs.  Ferguson  is  a  meinl>er  of  the  Method- 
ist Chui-ch. 


yfelLLIAM  CONRADT.  One  of  the  best  im- 
/  proved  farms  in  Berrien  County  is  located 
IJf^  in  Buclmnan  lownship  ^nd  comprises  two 
hundred  and  sevent>  eiijht  icie^  all  under  splen- 
did cultivation  with  tiie  exception  of  fifty-eight 
acres.  Tlie  place  is  embellished  with  substantial 
structures,  each  adminbl\  idipted  to  Uie  purpose 
for  wliich  it  is  intended.  Ihe  improvements 
noticeable  are  the  result  of  energy  and  indus- 
try on  the  part  of  the  owner,  Mr.  Conradt,  who 
for  many  years  made  his  home  on  this  farm.  In 
lfc93,  however,  he  came  to  Buchanan  and  now  re- 
sides in  tliis  village.  He  still  gives  his  pei'sonal 
attention  to  the  management  of  the  place,  and  su- 
perintends it  with  the  skill  and  discretion  which 
have  always  characterized  his  efforts. 

A  native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Coni-adt  was  born 
near  Stuttgart,  Wurtemberg,  May  26,  1843.  His 
father,  Andrew  Conradt,  was  liiiewise  born  in 
Wurtcmberg,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
Upon  coming   to  America   in    1846,  be  located  in 


Buchanan  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
after  operating  as  a  renter  for  a  time,  purchased  a 
farm  on  section  20.  There  he  remained  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  flfty-eight  years.  His  wife, 
whom  he  had  married  in  Germany,  was  Freder- 
icka  Hftgley  hi  her  maidenhood,  and  she  died  at 
Uie  age  of  sixty-four.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living, 
our  subject  being  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 

At  the  age  of  three  yeai-s  William  Conradt  was 
brought  by  bis  parents  to  America,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  Buchanan  Township  Berrien  County. 
His  father  being  a  poor  man,  be  was  obliged  to 
aid  in  the  support  of  the  family,  and  his  educa- 
tional advantages  were  very  meagre.  Their  flrat 
house  was  made  with  poles  and  covered  with  bark- 
He  assisted  in  clearing  the  home  farm  and  early 
became  familiar  with  agricultui-al  pursuits.  Soon 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  Twenty-fifth  Michigan 
infantry,  and  was  ordered  to  the  front  in  1862. 
He  participated  in  many  of  the  hard-fought  bat- 
tles of  the  war  and  served  with  valor  and  fearless 
loyalty  to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  His  service 
covered  a  period  of  three  yeai-s,  lacking  one 
month,  and  while  he  fortunately  escaped  any  seri- 
ous injuries,  he  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  left 
hand  by  a  minie-ball  at  the  engagement  near 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Ga.  At  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties, in  .July,  1865,  be  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Jackson,  Mich.,  and  was  mustered  out  of  scrviceat 
the  same  place.  During  part  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice they  were  obliged  to  live  upon  corn  in  the 
ear,  with  scarcely  any  other  provisions. 

Returning  to  Buclianaii  Township,  Mr,  Conradt 
resumed  his  farming  duties,  and  soon  afterward 
took  unto  himself  a  helpmate.  In  1866  he  mar- 
ried Fredericka  Hagley,  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  tlie  following-named 
ciiildren:  Alfred,  William  J.,  Jacob  F.  and  Ida 
(deceased),  Alma  and  Andrew  M.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Conr.tdt  took  place  in  1881  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Amanda  Andre,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Tlieir  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  four  children,  whose  names  are:  Mary, 
Emma  M.,  Jay  A,  and  Clem  C.  From  tlie  time  of 
his  return  from   the  war   until    1893,  Mr.  Conradt 
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Itas  continiiousEy  i-esided  upon  his  farm  in  Bucli- 
ftiiftn  Township,  willi  theexception  of  four  months 
spent  in  California. 

In  religious  work  Mr.  Conradt  maintains  an  un- 
interrupted interest  and  is  identified  with  the 
Evangelical  Association,  being  one  of  its  Trustees 
and  having  formerly  served  as  Superintendent  of 
its  Sunday-school.  In  his  politics  he  is  ji  Repub- 
lican and  has  tilled  the  position  of  Pathmaster  of 
Buchanan  Townsliip.  In  regard  to  social  connec- 
tions he  is  actively  associated  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  being  a  member  of  William 
Perrett  Post  No.  22,  G.  A.  B. 


JOSEPH  BOWMAN.  Although  a  number  of 
years  have  passed  away  since  Mr.  Bowman 
departed  this  life,  he  still  lives  in  the  hearts 
of  many  friends  to  whom  he  was  endeared. 
Not  only  in  Benton  Harbor,  of  which  he  wasa  resi- 
dent, but  throughout  the  entire  county  of  Berrien, 
he  had  a  reputation  for  probity,  honor  and  indus- 
try equalled  by  few  and  excelled  by  none.  The 
record  of  his  life,  of  his  patient  perseverance  in 
spite  of  obstacles  and  his  unwearied  energy  in  his 
chosen  vocation,  may  serve  to  stimulate  those  to 
whom  the  path  of  life  lias  presented  more  thoins 
than  roses, 

Canada  has  contributed  its  quota  to  the  intelli- 
gent citiaenship  of  our  nation,  and  among  the 
natives  of  the  Queen's  Dominion  who  have  sought 
homes  in  the  United  States  may  be  mentioned  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Ontario  in 
181 1.  Ills  father,  Christian  Bowman,  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  in  early  life  removed  to 
Canada  and  married  a  Miss  Weaver.  Joseph  Bow- 
man was  reared  in  Ontario,  receiving  a  common- 
school  education  and  gaining  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  duties  of  agricultural  life.  When 
choosing  a  trade,  he  decided  upon  carpentry,  and 
served  an  apprenticealiip  at  that  trade,  which  he 
followed  with  success. 

In  1860   Mr.  Bowman  came  to  Benton   Harbor 


and  erected  a  number  of  the  first  buildings  in  the 

village,  some  of  which  stilt  stand.  He  did  an  ex- 
tensive business  in  contracting  and  building,  and, 
being  successful,  accumulated  a  considerable  amount 
of  this  world's  goods.  Nor  was  his  success  merely 
a  financial  one,  for  in  addition  to  money  he  gained 
the  good-will  of  his  associates  and  won  a  high 
place  in  the  regard  of  his  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. Politically,  he  was  a  Republican,  outspoken 
in  his  views,  but  he  was  not  solicitous  for  official 
honors,  preferring  tlie  quietude  of  domestic  life, 
unharassed  by  public  duties.  Socially,  he  was 
identified  with  Benton  Ix>dge  No.  132, 1.  O.  0.  F. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bowman  to  Miss  Sarah 
Richmond  took  place  April  IS,  1849.  Mrs.  Bow- 
man is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Lavina 
(Marselle)  Richmond,  natives  of  New  York,  where 
she  was  also  born.  The  union  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  son  and  one  daughter,  Charles  E.  and 
Addie  L.,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Benton  Harbor. 
The  family  was  deeply  bereaved  by  the  death  of 
the  husband  and  father,  which  occurred  at  the 
home  on  Brittain  Avenue  on  July  18,  1884. 


Il@^@l^l^^- 


JAMES  M.  TRUITT.  An  influential  position 
among  tlie  farmers  and  stock  laiseis  of 
Cass  County  is  occupied  bj  the  successful 
agriculturist  with  whoie  name  we  intioducc 
this  sketch, and  who  is  the  owner  of  line  farming 
property  located  on  section  15,  Milton  Township. 
He  is  a  native  of  Cass  County,  having  been  born 
in  Milton  Township  April  28,  1837.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  attended  school  taught  in  a  log  house 
near  his  home,  and  passed  his  vacations  in  the 
usual  routine  of  farm  work.  For  three  yeai-s  he 
and  his  brother  Henry  ran  a  threshing-machine, 
and  in  1859  he  assumed  the  management  of  tlie 
old  homestead. 

After  his  marriage,  which  occurred  on  the  22d 
of  April,  1860,  Mr.  Ti'uitt  and  his  young  wife 
commenced  housekeeping  in  what  had  formerly 
been  the  bar-room  of  his  father's  hotel,  a  building 
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of  rudecoristruction  and  fewcoiiveiiicnues,  wliich 
atill  stands  on  the  farm.  In  1866  he  removed  to 
another  farm  and  for  a  time  enfjaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  brick,  some  of  which  may  be  seen  in 
his  substantial,  two-story  residence,  built  at  a  coat 
of  $3,600,  and  containing  eleven  rooms.  After 
completing  his  house,  he  graded  the  iawn  and 
planted  a  number  of  ornamental  trees  and  shrubs, 
thus  adding  to  the  beauty  of  the  place  and 
materially  enhancing  its  value.  At  tlie  time  he 
located  here,  the  land  yielded  eight  bushels  per 
acre,  but  through  proper  fertilization  and  culti- 
vation, the  same  land  now  yields  an  average  of 
twenty-eight  bushels  an  acre. 

Kemoving  to  Kdwardsburgh  in  1878,  Mr.  Truitt 
engaged  in  the  agrieoltnral  implement  business 
for  four  years,  meanwhile  handling  all  kinds  of 
machines  and  doing  a  pi-ofilable  business.  He 
became  identified  with  the  welfare  and  progress  of 
the  village,  being  one  of  its  property  holders  and 
also  a  Director  ot  the  llerrien  County  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company.  However,  the  failure 
of  the  Cincinnati,  Wabash  &  Michigan  Railway  to 
pass  through  Edwardshurgh  caused  its  immediale 
decline,  and,  learning  the  road  would  pass  through 
Ilia  farm,  Mr.  Truitt  returned  to  liis  former  home 
in  the  country  and  for  a  time  superintended  the 
farm. 

IJeing  a  strong  working  Democrat,  Mr,  Truitt 
received  the  appointment  of  Deputy  Revenue 
Collector,  Second  Division  of  the  Fourth  District, 
including  eight  counties.  lie  occupied  this  posi- 
tion for  four  yeare,  his  services  being  entirely  sat- 
isfactory to  the  people.  At  v.-irious  times  he  has 
been  engaged  in  different  kinds  of  business,  and 
has  made  a  specialty  of  raising  blooded  horses, 
being  successful  in  this  enterprise  as  in  others  in 
wliich  he  has  been  interested.  His  farrn  consists 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  and  through 
it  passes  the  Michigan  Division  of  the  "Itig  Four" 
Railroad,  with  a  station  about  twenty-flve  rods  from 
the  residence,  known  as  Truitt's  Station,  in  honor 
of  our  subject's  father,  who  named  the  township 
Milton,  aftor  his  native  town  in  Delaware. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  Truitt  is  ollUciating  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  position  he  has  filled 
for  twelve  years.     He  is  a  charter  member  of  the 


Grange  at  Niles,  and  has  been  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  since  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  St.  Peter's  Lodge, at  Edwardsburgh,and  is  also 
a  Knight  Templar,  holding  membership  with  Niles 
Comniandery  No.  12.  He  is  a  charter  member  and 
has  served  as  President  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry 
of  Milton  Township.  Having  been  transferred  to 
the  Alliance,  he  was  elected  President  of  that  or- 
ganization and  is  still  one  of  its  active  members. 

The  lady  who  for  more  than  thirty  yeavs  has 
been  the  devoted  helpmate  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Margaret  P.  Hicks,  and  was  born 
in  Niles  in  183i).  Her  parents,  John  and  Lettie 
(Nieve)  Hicks,  were  natives  of  F.ngland  and  were 
married  in  Niles,  Mrs,  Truitt  being  their  only 
child.  She  was  orphaned  in  infancy  and  was 
reared  by  her  uncle.  Perry  Hicks.  An  amiable 
woman,  she  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  people 
of  the  community,  who  appreciate  and  recognize 
her  many  estimable  qualities. 

We  cannotclose  this  sketch  without  mentioning, 
in  brief,  some  of  the  important  events  in  the  life 
of  Peter  Truitt,  father  of  our  subject,  and  for 
many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in 
Cass  County.  He  was  born  in  Slatter  Neck, 
Sussex  County,  Del.,  February  7,  1801,  and  was  a 
son  of  Langford  and  Kstlier  A,  (Shockley)  Truitt. 
His  father  being  an  agriculturist,  he  was  reared  on 
a  farm  and  had  few  opportunities  for  self  culture, 
February  25,  1819,  he  married  Mary  Simpler, 
wliose  father,  Milby,  wa.'s  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  and  the  War  of  ]812.  Tliey  had 
five  children:  .John  M.,  Elizabeth  C,  Henry  P., 
David  T.  and  Langford.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  April,  1828,  and  some  two  years  later  Mr. 
Truitt  married  Isabel,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
McKnitt. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1831,  Mr.  Truitt,  with  bis 
family,  arrived  in  the  then  territory  of  Michigan, 
the  journey  by  team  having  occupied  forty-four 
days.  Having  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  near 
the  center  of  the  present  town  of  Milton,  ho 
erected  a  doiibie  log  house  on  what  some  three 
years  later  proved  to  be  a  wrong  description  of 
land,  and  learning  that  a  Mr.  O'Deli  had  started 
for  the  land  ofllce  at  White  Pigeon  to  enter  it,  he 
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started  in  the  nigbt  for  the  office  and  had  the  satis- 
faction of  outstripping  his  competitov  and  secur- 
ing the  coveted  prize.  Being  located  on  theold  De- 
troit and  Chicago  stage  road,  lie  soon  commenced 
keeping  a  tavern,  which  became  famous  for  its 
many  comforts.  It  was  called  the  White  Oak  Tav- 
ern, because  of  an  immense  white  oak  tree  that 
threw  its  branches  over  the  house,  as  if  inviting  all 
to  partake  of  the  cheer  to  be  found  therein.  He 
also  filled  the  office  of  Postmaster  at  this  place. 

In  an  early  day  Peter  Truitt  opened  a  store  at 
Bertrand  and  sold  goods  for  a  time,  and  then 
moved  his  stock  to  Milton  Township,  continu- 
ing business  for  two  years  longer.  This  proved 
a  very  disastrous  enterprise,  for  he  lost  so  heavily 
by  the  decline  of  goods  and  "wild-cat"  money, 
then  in  circulation,  that  all  his  property  except 
his  laud  was  swept  away.  This,  however,  did  not 
discourage  him,  and  he  bravely  set  about  repair- 
ing his  fortune,  and  at  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred December  20,  1881,  he  possessed  fifteen 
hundred  acres  of  rich  farming  land,  which  was 
divided  up  among  his  seven  heirs.  He  was  a 
shrewd  business  man,  and  his  large  accumulation 
of  property  was  the  result  of  his  industry  and 
perseverance,  combined  with  good  business  judg- 
ment. For  half  a  century  he  lived  on  the  farm  he 
first  selected,  and  not  only  witnes.sed  but  assisted 
iu  transforming  an  almost  unbroken  wdderness 
into  one  of  the  finest  and  most  beautiful  agricul- 
tural districts  in  the  West. 

Politically,  Mr.  Truitt  was  first  a  Whig,  and 
then  it  Republican.  He  held  several  township 
offices,  including  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  united  with  the 
Methodist  Chui-ch  and  was  a  zealous  Christian. 
Before  a  church  building  was  erected  in  this 
county,  religious  services  were  frequently  held  in 
his  house,  which  was  the  home  of  the  ministers. 
When  old  age  and  disease  had  blinded  his  intellect 
so  that  all  things  earthly  had  faded  from  his  mind, 
on  the  subject  of  religion  it  was  as  bright  and 
clear  as  an  oasis  in  a  sandy  desert,  and  so 
remained  until  his  death.  His  wife,  after  coming 
to  this  county,  united  with  the  Methodist  Church 
when  it  had  but  ten  members.  By  his  second  wife, 
who  died  about  1834,  he  had  two  children:    Mary 


J.  and  Esther  A,  By  his  third  wife,  who  departed 
this  life  in  1841,  he  became  the  father  of  onechild, 
James  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  fourth 
wife  was  Mrs.  Sarah  (McKnitt)  Lane,  their  union 
being  a  childless  one. 


^^EORGE  E.  BEDFORD.  Energy  and  vigi- 
fl[  {— ,  lance  are  among  the  essential  qualifications 
^^jj  for  a  successful  agriculturist,  and  few  men 
possess  these  good  points  hi  as  great  a  degree  as 
George  B.  15cdford,  who  now  has  a  charming  rural 
home  on  seution  28,  Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass 
County,  Mich.  His  estate  now  includes  three 
hundred  and  sixty  aci-es  of  land,  most  of  it  im- 
proved with  buildings  of  the  best  construction  and 
modern  design.  He  is  a  sou  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  is  of  English  anccsti'y  on  the  father's  side,  de- 
riving much  of  his  energy  and  foresight  from  that 
source.  lie  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  Febru- 
ary 5,  1837,  to  the  marriage  of  George  and  Ann 
(Smith)  Bedford. 

Tlie  elder  Mr.  Bedford  was  reared  on  a  farm  In  his 
native  country,  and  early  in  life  became  familiar 
with  all  the  duties  required  on  the  same.  He  was 
left  fatherless  when  but  a  boy,  but  after  his  mother 
married  again  young  Bedfoi'd  found  his  stepfather, 
who  was  an  overeeer  on  a  large  farm,  one  of  the 
best  of  men.  His  own  father  had  been  an  English 
soldier  and  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Gibraltar. 
George  Bedford,  Sr.,  made  his  home  with  bis 
motlier  until  he  had  reached  mature  years,  but  at 
an  early  age  began  life's  battles  for  himself.  As 
might  naturally  be  supposed,  he  began  his  career  as 
an  agriculturist,  and  that  continued  to  be  his  chief 
calling  in  life. 

After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  Smith,  which 
occurred  in  his  native  country,  he  took  passage  for 
America  and  reached  lliis  country  without  disaster 
in  the  fall  of  1835.  Being  without  means  and  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land,  he  went  immediately 
to  Syracuse,  N.  Y,,  and  in  Onondaga  County 
found  work  as  a  farmer  and  gardener  for  about  six 
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jeare.  Tem|)te(3  by  the  ricli  promises  held  out 
by  the  then  newState  of  Michigan,  he  moved  his 
family  there  in  the  fall  of  1841,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  one  of  the  oldest  residente  of 
Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass  County.  All  his  life 
was  spent  in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  farming,  and 
he  was  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
county. 

Tiie  eight  children  born  to  his  marriage  were 
in  the  order  of  their  births  as  follows:  George 
E.,  our  subject;  Hattie,  wife  of  John  Williams; 
Mariah,  wife  of  Gilbert  Conklin;  John;  Martha, 
wife  of  George  Hawks;  Edith,  wife  of  Michael 
Garret;  Jane,  now  deceased,  the  wife  of  John 
Hawks;  and  Alice,  wife  of  Charles  Conklin,  The 
parents  of  these  children  were  consistent  membera 
of  the  Metliortist  Episcopal  Chureh  and  all  their 
lives  contributed  generously  to  its  support.  He 
died  on  the  28lli  of  February,  1889,  and  she  too 
passed  away  a  few  days  later. 

George  E.  Bedford  received  his  scholastic  train- 
ing in  the  district  schools  of  Cass  County,  and  as 
he  was  but  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
settled  in  Michigan,  all  his  recollections  are  of  this 
State.  He  remembers  distinctly  the  primitive  log 
house  in  which  his  parents  first  settled,  and  how 
wild  and  unbroken  the  country  was  at  that  time. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  their  deaths, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm.  He 
has  never  married.     In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


SIMEON  BELKNAP,  M.  D.,  of  Niles,  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Barnard,  Windsor 
County,  Vt.,  October  16,  1837.  His  ances- 
tors on  the  paternal  side  emigrated  from 
England  to  America  at  an  early  period  in  the 
history  of  the  Colonies,  and  made  settlement  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  where  our  subject's 
father,  Seymour,  and  his  grandfather,  Simeon, 
opened  their  eyes  to  the  light  of  day.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Lydia,  daughter  of  Sylvanus 
Campbell,  and  a  native  of  Vermont,  her  ancestors 
being  of  Scotch  origin. 


The  Doctor's  early  boyhood  days  were  passed  in 
the  Gieen  Mountain  State,  and  he  fitted  himself  for 
college  in  the  school  at  Newbury,  Vt.  At  the 
conclusion  of  his  literary  studies,  lie  entered  upon 
the  study  of  medicine,  which  he  carried  on  under 
the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  Huntington,  of  Roches- 
ter, Vt.  At  a  somewhat  later  period  he  became  a 
student  in  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Vermont,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  June  of  1860,  afterward  spend- 
ing one  year  in  hospitals  in  Boston,  Mass.  Open- 
ing an  office  at  Rochester,  Vt.,  ho  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  that  village,  forming 
a  partnerahip  with  Dr.  W.  M.  Huntington,  his 
preceptor,  and  gradually  gaining  a  large  and 
profitable  practice. 

In  1873  tiie  Doctor  located  in  Niles,  which  he 
believed  offered  a  favorable  opening  for  a  physi- 
cian. Sulisequent  events  justified  his  decision 
and  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  opinion,  for  he  soon 
was  in  command  of  as  much  practice  as  he  could 
give  his  personal  attention  to.  For  eleven  years 
he  was  in  partnership  with  the  late  Dr.  E.  J.  Bo- 
nine,  the  firm  title  being  Bonine  &  Belknap.  Some 
two  years  previous  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Bonine, 
our  subject  formed  a  partnership  with  his  son, 
Fred  R.  Belknap.  To  his  profession  he  brings  the 
stores  of  a  well-trained  mind,  great  physical  en- 
durance, and  abilities  of  an  unusually  high  order. 
It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  has  attained 
success,  and  that  through  his  own  tireless  exer- 
tions, unaided  either  by  circumstances  or  influen- 
tial friends,  he  has  gained  a  place  among  the  fore- 
most practitioners  of  southwestern  Michigan. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Belknap  occurred  in  1862, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Addie  M.  Rice,  who  at 
that  time  was  a  resident  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  al- 
though Vermont  was  her  native  home.  Her  fa- 
ther, Uriah  Rice,  was  a  prominent  man  in  Cincin- 
nati, and  for  seventeen  years  filled  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  Schools  of  that  city.  The  Doc- 
tor and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Fred 
Riee  and  Simeon,  Jr.  The  first-named  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Bellevue  Hospital  College,  New  York,  and 
after  completing  his  medical  studies  he  spent  one 
year  in  Berlin,  London  and  other  European  cities, 
where  ho  had  the  advantages  of  study  under  the 
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most  cminCDt  physicians  and  surgeons  of  tliis  cen- 
tury. In  Iiis  social  connections,  out-  suliject  is 
lirominently  identified  with  SL  Joseph  Valley 
Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  whicli  he  is  an  active 
worker.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Amciican 
Medical  Association  since  1865;  of  tlie  Michigan 
Medical  Society  since  1877;  of  Kfilamazoo  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine  since  1880;  also  of  the  Pan 
American  Medical  Congress.  Ho  has  been  United 
States  Pension  Examining  Surgeon  for  fifteen  years, 
and  is  now  Secretary  of  the  Board  at  Niles;  a 
member  of  the  National  Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons;  and  Surgeon  of  the  Michigan  Division 
of  the  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis 
Railroad. 


JESSE  S.  EAST,  t 
tivated  farm  situ: 
limits  of  Buchani 
.^^     Wayne  County, 


wner  of  a  highly  cul- 
n  situated   within  the  corporate 

,^_^|. f  Buchanan,  was  born  in  Richmond, 

'^^  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  June  2,  1829.  The 
ancestry  of  the  family  is  traced  to  England, 
whence  some  of  its  representatives  emigrated  to 
America  in  an  early  day  and  located  in  Vii-ginia. 
In  that  State  Grandfather  William  East  was  born. 
Thai  State  was  also  the  birthplace  of  James  East, 
father  of  our  subject,  who  removed  thence  to  Ten- 
nessee and  made  settlement  in  Blount  County. 

Anna  Jones  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject;  she  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and 
removed  thence  in  her  girlhood  to  Richmond, 
Ind.  Her  father,  Jesse  Jones,  was,  it  is  supposed, 
a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  was  of  Welsh  descent 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  where  they  located  on  a  farm  and 
resided  about  seven  years.  Thence  they  came  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cal- 
vin Township,  the  deed  to  which  was  signed  by 
Pi'oaident  Jackson,  On  that  place  the  father  died 
in  1888,  when  in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  The 
wife  and  mother  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  she  owns.  Although  now  (1893)  in  her 
eighty-ninth  year,  she  still  retains  full 
of  her  mental  faculties,  and  is  in  fair  health. 


lu  tlie  family  of  James  and  Anna  East  there 
were  four  daugliters  and  six  sons.  The  sons  at- 
tained to  manhood,  but  two  of  the  daughters  died 
when  young.  In  this  family  our  subject  is  the 
third  in  order  of  birth.  At  the  age  of  three  yeare 
he  was  brouglit  to  Michigan,  wliere  he  acquired 
his  education  in  the  subscription  schools  of  tlie 
district.  He  was  about  twenty-one  years  old 
when,  in  1850,  he  married  Anna  B,  Osborn.  This 
lady  is  the  dangliter  of  tlie  well-known  Charles 
Osborn,  who  was  boin  in  North  Carolina,  became 
a  preacher  in  the  Society  of  Friends  and  won  re- 
nown as  the  publisher  of  the  first  anti-slavery  pa- 
per in  the  United  States.  Tiie  motiier  of  Mi-s. 
East  was  Hannah  (Swain)  Osborn,  who  was  born 
in  Tennessee.  Mr.  Osborn  was  twice  married,  be- 
coming the  father  of  eight  children  by  his  first, 
and  nine  children  by  his  second  union,  and  of 
that  number  Anna  B.  was  tlie  youngest.  One  of 
her  nephews  is  ten  years  older  than  she,  and  otli- 
crs  are  about  her  own  age. 

Immediately  following  his  marriage,  our  subject 
located  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  cultivated  a 
farm  in  Calvin  Township.  Afterward  he  removed 
to  Vandalia,  in  the  same  county,  and  engaged  in 
the  milling  business,  being  for  a  time  employed  on 
a  salary  and  later  becoming  one  of  the  proprietors. 
Upon  moving  to  Niles,  Mich.,  in  1868,  he  found 
employment  in  a  Souring-mill.  Returning  to 
Cass  County  in  1884,  he  iiougiit  a  farm  and  cul- 
tivated it  for  six  months,  when  he  removed  to 
Vandalia,  in  the  same  county,  and  resided  in  that 
village  for  two  years.  He  came  to  Buchanan  in 
1887  and  bought  the  sixteen-acre  ti'act  where  he 
now  lives.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
tliree  sons:  Charles  A.,  James  F.  and  William  W., 
the  two  fii-st-nained  residing  in  Buchanan,  and  the 
latter  being  in  business  in  Chicago. 

In  addition  to  the  property  which  he  occupies, 
Mr.  East  owns  a  substantial  and  commodious  resi- 
dence in  Dnciianan,  and  has  money  loaned  at  in- 
terest. His  financial  position,  therefore,  is  one  of 
independence  and  importance.  In  bis  social  afilli- 
ations,  he  is  a  Mason,  and  is  identified  with  the 
Blue  lx)dge  in  Cass  County.  While  be  is  not  a 
member  of  any  religious  organization,  he  is  gen- 
erous in  his  support  of  denominational' work,  and 
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contributes  liberally  to  tlie  various  enterprises  orig- 
inated by  tlie  Presbyterian  Cbm-ch.  In  politics, 
lie  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  Townsliip 
Treasurer  and  School  Director  in  Cass  County, 


^ILLIAM  R.  ROUGH.  One  of  the  best- 
known  and  most  prosperous  of  the  manu- 
\'^^  facturing  firms  of  Bei-rien  County  is  that 
of  Rongh  Bros.,  of  which  William  R.  and  Solomon 
Rough  are  the  individual  members.  The  promi- 
nence attained  by  their  wagon  works  among  the 
business  enterprises  of  Bueliauan  is  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  perfect  system  with  which  they 
conduct  business  and  their  excellent  judgment. 
Since  the  inception  of  the  enterprise  in  1879,  the 
linn  has  enjoyed  a  steady  increase  of  trade,  and 
the  merit  of  their  stock  and  the  close  attention 
paid  by  them  to  all  details  of  the  business  have 
caused  their  enterprise  to  become  a  successful  one. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  is  a  native  of 
Juniata  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  on  the  8tli  of 
December,  1832.  His  father,  David,  and  his  grand- 
father, John  Rough,  were  also  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  latter,  who  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, came  to  Rerrien  County  in  1848,  and 
located  in  Buchanan.  Here  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Anna  Rhonds  and  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  German  descent.  They  were  the  parents 
Of  five  children,  namely:  William  R.,  of  thissketcb; 
Solomou;  George  H.;  Sarah,  wife  of  Peter  Womer; 
and  Eliza,  Mi-s.  A.  C.  House. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Rough  came  to  Berrien  County 
he  was  seventeen  years  old.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  enjoyed  common-school  advantages. 
From  boyhood  he  was  interested  in  farming  and 
made  it  his  occupation  until  1879,  when  he  em- 
barked in  business  as  a  wagon  manufacturer. 
From  the  first,  as  has  already  been  stated,  he  was 
successful  in  his  efforts,  and  now  enjoys  a  well- 
earned  reputation  as  a  prosperous   business  man. 


One  hundred  men  are  given  steady  employment 
in  the  wagon  works,  in  addition  to  which  the 
firm  has  a  large  number  of  traveling  men  through- 
out the  Mississippi  Valley. 

Politically  Mr.  Rough  is  a  Democrat.  He  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty  years 
and  as  Treasurer  of  Bertrand  Township  for  one 
year.  In  1890  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
President  of  the  village  and  was  I'e-elected  for 
three  consecutive  terms.  Religiously  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Association  in  Buchanan 
and  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  church.  His 
property  interests  are  extensive,  and  he  is  the 
owner  of  considerable  real  estate  in  Berrien 
County.  His  landed  possessions  aggregate  six 
hundred  acres,  all  under  cultivation,  and  sub- 
divided into  farms,  from  the  rental  of  which  he 
derives  a  fair  income. 

In  1853  Mr.  Rough  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Rough 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  twochildren.  Both 
Ihe  children  and  the  mother  are  deceased.  The 
second  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  Decem- 
ber 8,  1892,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Kate  .J. 
Barnbart.  This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  there  reared  to  womanhood. 
She  is  a  (ady  of  great  worth  of  character  .ind  is 
higiily  regarded  by  her  acquaintances. 


^^  HESTER  C.  MORTON.  In  all  Cass  County 
//(^^  there  is  perliaps  no  home  more  beautiful 
^^  than  that  of  Mr.  Morton.  This  rural  abode 
is  pleasantly  situated  in  Wayne  Township,  and  has 
ail  the  accessories  which  can  enhance  the  comforts 
and  heighten  the  pleasures  of  life.  The  homestead 
eomprisesfour  hundred  acres  of  land,  of  which  two 
hundred  and  fifty  have  been  placed  under  excellent 
cultivation.  The  residence,  a  commodious  struc- 
ture and  comfovUibly  furnished,  was  erected  in 
1866  at  acost  of  14,000  and  contains  all  the  modern 
conveniences. 

The  owner  of  this  pleasant  home  is  a  member  of 
a  family  represented  early  in  the  history  of  Mass- 
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achusetts,  whither  people  by  Lhe  name  of  Moi'toii 
emigrated  as  early  as  1620  aii<I  settled  in  fcialem. 
Among  the  descendants  of  those  sturdy  pioneers 
may  be  mentioned  the  names  of  Hon.  Levi  P.  Mor- 
ion, formerly  Vice-President  of  the  United  States; 
Hon.  Mareus  Morton,  ex-Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts; and  J.  Sterling  Morton,  of  Nebraska.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ambrose  Morton,  was 
born  in  1756  and  served  with  valor  during  the  en- 
tire period  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  He  followed 
farming  pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  8th  of  January,  1832.  His  wife  was  Samh 
Tollman,  a  member  of  an  old  Puritan  family,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Ambrose  Morton,  was 
a  native  of  Stoughton,  Mass.,  born  August  12, 
1788,  while  his  mother  was  Sarah  Cotton,  who  was 
born  in  Vermont  April  2,  17^6,  being  llie  daugh- 
ter of  Willard  and  Mercy  A.  (Gallup)  Cotton,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  manied  in  James- 
villc,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,August  16,  1818, 
and  for  a  time  resided  in  what  was  then  the  town- 
ship of  Pompey,  later  I^afayelte  Township.  In 
1836  they  sold  their  farm  with  a  view  to  coming 
to  Michigan, but  instead  of  doing  so,  bought  a  farm 
in  Onondaga  Township,  Onondaga  County,  where 
they  lived  for  twelve  years.  Finally  they  removed 
to  Skaneateles  Township,  of  the  same  county, 
where  the  father  died  April  8,  1863.  The  mother 
survived  him  many  yeai's,  passing  away  February 
23, 1879.  They  were  the  parent*  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, cigbt  of  whom  are  now  living.  At  one  time 
they  were  Universalists  in  their  religious  be- 
lief, but  at  a  revival  conducted  by  Dr.  Newman 
they  were  converted  to  the  Methodist  Church. 
Politically,  Mr.  Morton  was  at  first  a  Democrat,  but 
in  later  life  became  an  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Free  Soil  party.  A  man  of  patriotic  nature, 
he  served  with  valor  in  the  War  of  1812. 

In  the  township  of  Pompey,  Onondaga  County, 
N,  Y.,  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  February 
18,  1822.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  the 
home  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  Onondaga  Academy.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  commenced  to  teach  school,  and 


followed  that  profession  for  a  time.  In  1844  he 
came  to  Miclitgan  and  worked  at  such  occupations 
as  were  open  to  him.  For  two  months  he  wasem- 
plojed  as  a  clerk  in  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  as 
soon  as  the  season  opened  he  engaged  to  work  at 
accounts  in  the  mill,  butafter  having  a  hemorrhage 
of  the  lungs,  he  resigned  his  position.  In  1847  he 
took  upeiglity  acres  where  he  now  lives.  Theland 
was  wholly  unimproved  and  consisted  of  timbered 
openings.  Mr.  Mortou  at  once  began  the  work  of 
improving  the  place  and  during  the  first  year  he 
resided  there  he  planted  twenty  acres  to  wheat. 
For  a  series  of  winters  he  engaged  in  furnishing 
ties  for  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  which  was 
then  being  built  through  Cass  County. 

In  his  farming  operations,  Mr.  Morton  started 
with  wheat  and  corn  and  eng.iged  in  raising  pigs. 
During  the  late  war  he  seeded  the  land  to  clover 
and  also  for  a  time  raised  sheep.  Later  he  engaged 
in  wheat-raising,  and  afterward  devoted  his  atten- 
tion principally  to  cattle  and  hoi-ses.  During  the 
past  few  years  he  has  divided  his  attention  equally 
among  sheep,  swine  and  cattle.  Socially,  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry  and 
the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  lias  served  as  Treasurer 
of  the  County  Alliance,  and  was  the  first  presiding 
olHoer  in  tlie  subordinate  lodge  of  the  Patrons  of 
Industry.  Always  takinga  deep  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  he  served  with  efliciency  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  and  as  Superintendent  of 
the  township  schools.  In  politics  a  Democrat  for 
many  years,  lie  has  lately  identified  himself  with  the 
People's  party,  which  lie  aided  in  organizing.  For 
t«n  years  or  more  he  has  filled  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  active  in  the  org.inization 
of  the  Agricultural  Society  at  Dowagiae  and  has 
held  ofKcial  positions  in  both  the  county  and  city 
societies. 

January  11,  184^,  Mr.  Morton  married  Miss 
Mary  Ludlow,  who  was  boni  in  Ohio,  September 
30,  1830.  Her  parents.  Micajah  and  Juliana  (Bar- 
ney) Ludlow,  were  natives  of  New  York  State  and 
became  early  settlersof  the  Western  Reserve,  Ohio, 
whence  in  1837  they  removed  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Wayne  Township,  Cass  County.  Mrs.  Mor- 
ton was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio 
and  in  the  district  schools  of  Micliigau,  tljenear- 
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est  school  beins  six  or  seven  miles  from  lier  liomo 
for  a  nnmber  of  years.  Of  tlie  seven  cliildren  born 
of  this  union,  five  are  now  living.as  follows:  Mar- 
cus L.,  wlio  was  born  January  30,  18-^0,  married 
Parmelta  Kelly, and  with  bis  wife  and  nine  children 
resides  in  Van  Hiiren  County;  .lulia  M.,  wlio  was 
born  September  29,  1855,  is  tlie  wife  of  E.  M.  Lud- 
low, of  Harvey,  III.,  and  the  mother  of  five  children ; 
Carson  D.,  who  was  born  September  24,  1859,  mar- 
ried Mary  G.  McEwen,and  with  liis  wife  and  child 
lives  in  Harvey,  111.;  Editli  May,  who  was  born 
October  2,  1861,  married  Seneca  E.  Ga^e,  of  Dowa- 
giac,  and  they  have  two  children;  Mary  E.,  born 
April  1,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  S.  P.  Ball,  of  Wayne 
Townsht|),  and  theyare  the  iiai-ents  of  two  children. 


^^  VRUS  C.  RYTIIER.  ]n  looking  back  upon 
(If  the  ancestors  of  our  subject,  it  is  found  that 
^^?7  he  is  descended  fram  sturdy  Welsh  stock,  his 
great-grandfather,  Daniel  Rythcr,  having  passed 
his  entii-e  life  in  Wales.  Daniel  Rylher,  Jr.,  son 
of  the  latter,  was  also  born  in  that  country,  but 
shortly  after  the  Revolutionary  War  he  and  two 
of  his  brothers  crossed  the  ocean  to  America  and 
located  in  the  Old  Bay  State.  There  he  married 
Miss  Mary  McKee,  In  connection  with  the  sad- 
dler's trade  he  also  followed  farming,  and  con- 
tinued the  latter  until  his  death,  he  being  acci- 
dentally killed  by  a  falling  tree.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812. 

His  son,  Elkhanah  Rytlier,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  17!)5,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  that 
Slate.  From  the  early  age  of  eleven  he  made 
his  own  struggle  for  a  livelihood,  and  when  old 
enough  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812  as  a  private. 
Altliough  he  began  earning  his  own  living  at  an 
early  age,  he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  un- 
til after  the  war  and  learned  the  trade  of  wbeel- 
wriglit  and  carriage-builder.  From  his  native 
State  he  went  to  Beansville,  Canada,  and  was  there 
married    to   Miss  Catherine   Corwin,  daughter  of 


Samuel  Corwin,  and  of  English  descent.  Shortly 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Rytlier  moved  to  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  after  farming  there  for  a 
short  time  returned  to  Canada.  He  settled  in 
London  and  operated  a  machine  shop  for  several 
years. 

In  1838  he  moved  to  Berrien  County,  Mi<Th., 
entered  Government  land,  and  in  connection  with 
farming  ran  a  sawmill  for  a  number  of  years. 
About  1852  he  went  to  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  and 
in  1871,  after  the  death  of  liis  wife,  he  i-eturncd  to 
Mieiiigan  with  his  children.  He  found  a  comfort- 
able home  with  our  subject  and  died  there  in  1884. 
He  and  his  wife  wei-e  for  many  years  menil>ers  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  contributed 
freely  of  their  means  to  its  support.  In  early  life  he 
was  a  Jackson  Democrat, but  under  Pierce's  admin- 
istration he  Ijecame  a  Republican,  remaining  with 
that  party  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  reared 
a  family  of  four  children,  as  follows;  Edgar, 
.deceased;  E.  A.,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Bennett;  Cyrus,  our  subject;  and  Noble 
E.,  now  a  resident  of  the  State  of  W.ishington. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1830,  and  received  a  fair  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools.  He  began  life 
for  himself  by  renting  land,  and  when  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth K.  Chamberlin,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
in  which  Slate  her  parents  were  also  born.  Nine 
children  blessed  this  union,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  remainder  were  in  the  order  of  their 
births,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  deceased,  wlio  was  the 
wife  of  L.  I.  Church;  Catherine  C,  who  married 
Oscar  W.  Phelps;  Hale  E.;  Rebecca  C,  wife  of 
Charles  Nye;  Willuim  C;  Tbaddeus  V.;  and  Anna 
L.,  wife  of  R.  Jessup. 

Mr.  Ryther  bought  laud  in  Berrien  County  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage  and  after  a  sliort  residence 
in  Iowa  returned  to  that  county,  where  liu 
remained  until  1883.  He  then  came  to  his  present 
home  and  here  he  has  since  remained.  He  is  the 
owner  of  eighty  acres  of  improved  land,  and 
actively  follows  the  occupation  which  he  has 
chosen.  In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Ryther 
lield  a  number  of  official  positions  in  Berrien 
County  and  has  ever  been  enthusiastic  lu  his  sup- 
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port  of  all  publiu  enterprises.  Himself  and  Mrs. 
Ilyther  are  menibere  of  the  Congregational  Cliurcb. 
Mrs.  Ryther's  parents,  John  A.  and  Mary 
(Clough)  Chambcrlin,  were  natives  of  tlie  Granite 
State,  Jolm  A.  Cliaml^erlin  was  tlie  son  of  Moses 
and  Rebecca  (Abbot)  Cbamberlin,  also  natives  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  the  former  of  P^nglisli  tlescent. 
Mary  Clongb  was  tlie  daughter  of  Jcremiab  and 
Mary  (Foster)  Clough,  and  Reljecea  Abbot  was  the 
daughter  of  Amos  Abbot,  wUo  was  tiorn  in  New 
Hampshire.  The  latter  was  the  son  of  Amos  Abbot, 
who  came  to  Massachusetts  from  England,  but 
subsequently  settled  in  New  Hampshire.  Mrs. 
Ryther's  great-grandfather  Fystcr  was  in  the  first 
Continental  Congi-ess,  and  Grandfather  Chamberlin 
was  ft  major  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
latter  had  a  brother,  Gen.  Benjamin  Cbamberlin, 
in  that  war. 


^^=^^mmi^^^^^^-  < 


JI/OHN  IIIGMAN,  Jh.,  a  leading  business  miin 
I  of  St.  Joseph,  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
|j  the  Wells-Higman  Company, manufacturers 
^J/  of  baskets,  berry  boxes  and  fruit  packages 
of  every  variety.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the 
town  of  Caton,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  Mai-ch  1, 
1853,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Clarisa  B.  (Brown) 
Iligman.  The  father,  an  industrious  and  enter- 
prising raan,  is  a  farmer  of  Steuben  County,  where 
he  has  made  his  home  for  many  years.  The  early 
school  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  much  the 
usual  routine  of  farmer  lads,  alternating  work  on 
the  farm  during  the  summer  seasons  with  attend- 
ance at  the  neighboring  school  in  winter.  After 
completing  the  course  of  study  in  the  district 
school,  he  entered  the  union  school  at  Corning, 
N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years. 

Coming  to  St.  Joseph  in  1873,  Mr.  tligraan  ac- 
cepted a  position  of  clerk  in  the  Fii-st  National 
Bank  of  this  city,  of  which  bis  brother,  W.E.  Hig- 
man,  was  at  that  time  President.  However,  he  re- 
mained  in   the  bank   a  few  months  only,   after 


which  lie  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  W.  Wells, 
H.  C.  Ward  and  W.  W.  Cooper,  and  embarked  in 
the  manufacture  of  fruit  baskets  and  boxes.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  had  charge  of  the  sales  de- 
partment and  spent  much  of  his  time  on  the  road. 
In  1883  he  bought  Mr.  Cooper's  interest  and  took 
charge  of  the  financial  department.  In  1889  the 
business  was  reorganized  as  a  stock  company, 
known  as  the  Wells-Higman  Company,  since  which 
date  Mr.  Higman  has  been  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  company  has  four  basket  plants,  including 
the  one  in  St,  Joseph.  The  others  are  in  Mcmjilns 
and  Greenfield,  Tenn.,  and  Traverse  City,  Mich,, 
with  branches  at  Benton  Harbor  and  elsewhere. 
In  1889  new  plants  were  started  in  the  South, and 
in  all  of  these  branches  steady  employment  is 
given  to  about  four  hundred  men.  The  Traverse 
City  plant  employs  as  high  as  two  hundred  hands, 
and  has  every  modern  convenience  for  the  manu- 
facture of  fruit  packages.  Mr.  Higman  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  all  enterprises  tending  toward  the 
improvement  of  St.  Joseph,  and  is  a  liberal  contri- 
butor to  all  projects  calculated  to  facilitate  its 
progress.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  about  ten  years.  Formerly  lie  tilled  the 
position  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  Plank's 
Tavern,  which  has  been  sold  to  otlier  parties  and 
is  now  known  as  Hotel  St.  Joseph.  He  gave  a 
great  deal  of  time  in  securing  the  Vandalia  road 
for  St.  Joseph,  securing  the  right  of  way,  besides 
otherwise  assisting  the  project.  He  was  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  St.  Joseph  for  two  terms. 

In  1877  Mr.  Higman  married  Miss  Mctta  B., 
daughter  of  A,  P.  Barlow,  of  St.  Josepli,  and  tlieir 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  live  daughters 
and  two  sons.  Mr.  Higman  is  at  present  serving 
as  Trustee  of  the  Children's  Home  of  St.  Joseph, 
and  for  years  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Benton 
Harbor,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
He  owns  valuable  dock  property  on  the  St.  Joseph 
River,  also  a  fine  residence  su»rounded  by  ten 
acres  of  good  land,  and  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  acres  on  tlie  lake  front  northwest  of  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  a  famous  resort  known  as  L.  L.  Gap, 
which  is  now  being  developed.  He  also  has  large 
real-estate    interests   in    Sioux   City,    Jowa,    and 
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Minneapolis,  Minn.  By  nature  lie  ia  gittod  with 
llpe  endowments  and  tliese  lie  lias  cultivated  to  the 
utmost.  Ilia  various  enterprises  are  guided  by 
prudence,  and  into  his  daily  labors  be  throws  his 
individual  uprightness  and  energy,  qualities  wliieh 
aie  tlie  glory  of  every  man 's  character  and  life. 


yEOU(iE  M.  KINGSBURY,  an  enterprising 
,  business  man  and  a  leading  dry-goods  incr- 
i  chant  of  CassopoUs,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is 
a  nativL'  of  the  State  and  comity,  and  was  born  in 
the  town  of  La  Grange,  April  23,  1862.  The  fa- 
Ihei'  of  our  subject,  Asa  Kingsbury,  was  one  of  the 
noted  men  and  representative  pioneers  of  the 
frontier  days.  Karnest,  eneigetic  and  of  superior 
business  attainments,  he  was  well  lltted  to  cope 
successfully  witli  the  privations  incidental  to  a 
new  country,  and  witli  zeal  entered  into  the  ad- 
vancement of  local  interests.  Asa  Kingsbury  was 
a  native  of  Massacliusctts  and  possessed  the  in- 
flesiWe  will  and  determination  of  character  in- 
herent in  many  ot  the  dwellera  of  New  England. 
He  readily  discerned  the  broader  oppoitiinitiea  of 
the  new  States  and  Territories,  and  in  1833  jour- 
neyed to  the  then  far  off  State  of  Michigan.  In 
1834  he  located  in  Cassopolis,  and  from  this  latter 
date  was  constantly  identified  with  the  upward 
progress  and  rapid  development  of  Cass  County. 
To  his  encouragement  and  kindly  aid  many  of  the 
early  enterprises  of  Cassopolis  owe  their  existence. 
In  1855,  answering  to  the  demands  of  daily 
business,  the  father  of  our  subject  established  in 
Cassopolis  a  private  bank,  and  with  linancial  abil- 
ity conducted  the  same  until  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Cassopolis  was  incorporated,  iu  1871,  Mr. 
Kingsbury  lieing  one  of  the  founders  of  this  mon- 
eyed institution.  During  the  remaining  years  of 
his  life  Asa  Kingsbury  continued  the  President  of 
the  bank.  Uniformly  prospered  in  ail  his  business 
undertakings,  he  throve  steadily,  and  had  acquired 
a  large  propeity  at  the  time  of  his  death,  He  passed 


away,  his  death  mourned  as  a  public  loss  by  all  who 
knew  him.  Upright,  manly  and  intelligent,  he 
fulfilled  every  duty  of  life  which  came  in  his  way 
and  was  a  true  friend,  a  public-spirited  citizen  and 
a  financier  of  a  high  order  of  ability.  Our  sub- 
ject, George  M.,  enjoyed  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  for  five  years  attended  the  Union 
School  at  Jackson.  When  nineteen  yeai-s  of  age 
ho  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business,  the  firm 
name  being  Mcllvaine,  Phelps  and  Kingsbury. 
Within  the  past  thirteen  years  numerous  changes 
have  taken  place,  and  the  business,  increasing  its 
proportions  annually,  is  now  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  Kingsbury,  Harrington  &  Smith. 

A  younger  brother  of  our  subject,  David  L., 
now  has  an  interest  in  the  firm,  of  which  George 
M.  has  been  the  real  head  and  active  financier  for 
many  ycara.  Our  subject  has  for  the  past  four 
yeare  been  a  Director  in  tlie  bank  over  whose 
board  his  father  was  so  long  the  presiding  oflicer. 
Mr.  Kingsbury,  always  a  busy  man,  never  slights 
any  public  duty  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  as  the 
President  of  the  School  Board  has  exerted  his  in- 
(luencc  in  behalf  of  as  high  a  grade  of  instruction 
and  scholarsiiip  as  is  attainable  in  the  schools  of 
Cassopolis.  As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees and  as  Treasurer  of  Ca3SO|x>iis  for  six  jeara, 
lie  has  given  to  his  fellow-townsmen  cfllcicnt  serv- 
ice in  matters  of  mutual  welfare,  and  is  known 
throughout  Cass  County  as  a  practical  and  liiicral 
citizen.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  strong  Demo- 
crat, and  has  ably  represented  his  party  on  various 
occasions,  and  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  which  convened  in  Chicago  in 
1892. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Kingsbury  is  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons, 
and  is  a  Knight  Tempiar.  He  is  High  Priest  of 
Kingsbury  Chapter,  which  was  named  in  honor 
of  his  revered  father.  On  the  18th  of  Octobrr, 
1882,  George  M.  Kingsbury  and  Miss  Estelie 
Powell  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Kingsbury 
is  a  daughter  of  Fi-ank  and  Mary  (Haffj  Powell, 
old  residents  of  Dowagiac,  Mich,  Tlie  estimable 
wife  of  our  subject  is  one  ot  five  sisters,  accom- 
plished ladies,  who  occupy  high  social  positions, 
and  are  well  known  and  esteemed  by  a  large  cir- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


250 


PORTRAIT  AND  UtOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


cle  of  friends.  The  beautiful  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mi's,  Kingsbury  has  been  blessed  by  the  hii'th  of 
one  daughter,  Lottie,  Prospered  as  was  hia  father 
in  earlier  days,  out  subject  is  numbered  among 
the  wealthy  residents  of  C.iss  County,  and  has  ac- 
cumulated a  handsome  competence.  Aside  from 
other  valuable  iiroperty,  he  owns  the  fine  bank 
building,  (ine  of  the  best  business  structures  in 
Cassopolis. 


\li^  I  )RA  1 10  <  SAMSUN.  One  of  the  pioneer 
If  ~)i)  faimera  and  husii  ess  men  of  Berrien  is  the 

^^  gentlemin  wiio&e  name  introduces  this  no- 
(^  tice  and  who  is  a  prominent  resident  of 
tlie  village  of  Ituchanan  As  the  result  of  energy 
and  peisevemnce  he  his  acquired  extensive  prop- 
eitj  mteiests  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  bun- 
dled and  foitj  icies  in  Buchanan  Township,  Ber- 
rien Countj  ten  acies  within  tlie  corporate  limits 
of  the  villaije  of  Bucban-tn  and  two  farms  in  Van 
Euien  County  one  havinpj  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  the  other  consisting  of  eighty 

In  Kingstown  Miss,  our  subject  was  bom  on 
the  7tb  of  July  1812  His  father,  George  W., 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  December,  1781,  and 
in  his  youth  was  a  sailor,  shipping  as  mat«  from 
Boston  to  all  the  foreign  [Xirts.  He  was  not  more 
than  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  was  captured 
by  thcFrench,an(I  was  their  prisoner  for  one  year. 
After  his  maiTiage  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Massa- 
cliusetts,  remaining  there  until  1812,  when  he 
removed  from  the  Bay  State  to  New  York  and 
settled  in  Homer,  Cortland  County.  For  a  time 
he  followed  agi'icultural  pursuits,  but  in  1827  he 
became  the  proprietor  of  an  hotel,  and  was  land- 
lord  of  hotels  in  various  places  until  heretired 
from  business.  On  the  4tli  of  February,  1868,  he 
died  at  Homer,  N.  Y.,  being  at  that  time  eighty- 
seven  years  old. 

The  paternal  grandfatherof  our  subject,  Simeon 
Samson,  was  born  in   Kingston,  Mass.,  August  1, 


1736,  and  served  during  the  entire  period  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  never  receiving  a  cent  for  his 
services.  He  filled  the  position  of  Capt«in  on  a 
privateering  vessel  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  The  family  originated  in  England,  and  its 
representatives  have  been  prominent  in  tlieir  var- 
ious communities  for  generations  past.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Hannah  (Siiaw)  Samson, 
was  born  in  Middlebury,  Mass.,  August  17,  1782, 
and  died  October  22,  1865.  Her  father,  John 
Sbaw,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  traced 
his  ancestry  to  England. 

The  thirteen  children  born  to  George  W,  and 
Hannah  Samson  were  named  as  follows;  Simeon, 
.John  Shaw,  George  W.,  Deborah  C,  Mary  E., 
Lorenzo  T,,  H.  G.,  Isaac  M.,  Maria,  Asenath  P., 
Barclay,  Hannahs,  and  Hannah  (the  second).  Our 
subject  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  for  a  time  was  employed  at 
any  occupation  he  could  find.  After  working  in 
an  hotel  for  a  short  period,  he  sailed  for  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland  on  a  fishing  tour,  hoping  thereby 
to  niaterally  benefit  his  health.  He  remained  there 
until  September,  1834,  wiien,  with  health  greatly 
improved,  he  returned  to  Cortland  County,  N, 
Y.,  where  be  engaged  as  a  peddler  of  dry  goods. 
For  seven  months  he  traveled  through  the  sur- 
rounding country  in  his  wagon,  and  then  accepted 
a  clerical  position  in  a  general  store  at  Cazenovia, 
N.  T.,  where  he  remained  until  December,  1835. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1836,  Mr.  Samson  started 
for  Michigan,  making  the  trip  via  the  canal  to 
Buffalo,  thence  by  steamer  to  Detroit,  and  from 
there  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  arriving  at  Niles 
in  Juno.  In  that  city  he  secured  a  situation  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  J.  0.  Larimore,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  September  of  the  same  year. 
He  then  accepted  a  simtliar  position  with  the  firm 
of  Slater  &  Enos,  of  Niles,  and  later,  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  our  subject  accompan- 
ied Mr.  Slater  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  was  employed 
in  his  store  at  that  place.  When  the  business  was 
closed  out  there,  Mr.  Samson  returned  to  his 
former  position  .is  eierk  in  Mr.  I-arimore's  store, 
and  remained  in  that  establishment  until  Decem- 
ber, 1837. 

In  company  with   Frederick  Elowe  (whoafter- 
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waid  became  liis  f(il.liei'-in-law),  our  subject  went  to 
Texna,  and  upon  liis  return  to  Michigan  stayed  in 
Nilos  only  temporarily,  soon  removing  to  Wiscon- 
sin and  operating  a  fann  there.  Upon  locating  in 
Bevrion  County,  lie  bought  a  farm  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Bertrand  Town- 
ship, and  made  his  home  on  that  place  foi'  about 
(our  years.  After  selling  that  farm,  he  pur- 
diiised  sixty  aerus  in  liuclianan  Township  and 
has  added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in- 
cluded in  that  farm.  In  I860  he  removed  to  bis 
present  liome  in  Buchanan. 

August  26,  1843,  Mr.  Samson  married  Miss  Ade- 
Hna  E.  Howe,  who  was  born  in  Cortland  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  there  reared  to  womanhood.  They 
are  tlie  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Marie, 
who  is  at  home;  George  W.,  residing  in  Buchanan; 
Emma  E.,  who  is  also  with  her  imrents;  LunetUs, 
who  married  W.  Jennings;  and  Jennie,  wife  of  F. 
yturtevant. 


*-^^l@#©l^^- 


ellARLES  COLBY.  In  the  death  of  this 
gentleman,  which  occurred  February  28, 
1892,  Benton  Harbor  lost  one  of  its  fore- 
most business  men  and  most  popular  citizens.  He 
was  born  in  Ogden,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1829.  His  father,  Col.  Eastman  Colby,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Salisbury,  N.  H.,  born  in  1785,  and  was  for 
twelve  years  a  commanding  olHcer  in  the  New 
York  militia,  resigning  from  the  service  in  1822. 
In  1804,  before  a  single  house  stood  on  the  site  of 
tbe  now  flourishing  city  of  Rochester,  be  settled 
in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  established  his 
permanent  home.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
tlie  Baptist  Church  at  Rochester  and  officiated  as 
Deacon  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  at 
Ogden  in  1859,  and  he  was  followed  by  his  wife 
during  tbe  ensuing  year.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Hannah  Niles,  and  was  a  woman  possess- 
ing many  excellent  traits  of  character. 
The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  spent  his 


boyhood  years  in  the  county  of  his  birth,  whence, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  lie  removed  to  Wiscon- 
sin and  located  at  Janesville.  There  he  essayed 
his  first  business  venture,  going  into  the  milling 
and  nursery  business,  and  soon  acquired  a  local 
reputation  as  a  man  of  unusual  ability.  Year 
after  year  added  to  his  success,  until  in  1860  he 
disposed  of  his  milling  and  nursery  interests  to 
good  advantage.  Changing  his  residence  to  Cob- 
den,  111.,  he  purchased  a  forty-acre  fruit  farm  and 
settled  down  to  the  quiet  life  of  a  horticulturist, 
and  the  manufacture,  in  a  modest  way,  of  fruit 
baskets. 

Farming  was  congenial  to  one  of  Mr.  Colby's 
nature,  and  he  consequently  dropped  that  feature 
of  his  business  enterprises.  Removing  to  Benton 
Harbor  in  1866,  he  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the 
manufacture  of  fruit  baskets  and  crates.  He  was 
among  the  first  to  engage  in  that  industry  in  Ben- 
ton Hai-bor,  and  conducted  the  business  success- 
fully. In  1885  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Myron  Ilinkly.  and  five  years  later  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  the  Colby-Ilinkly  Company.  The 
demand  for  their  goods  had  a  yearly  increase, 
owing  in  no  small  degree  to  Mr.  Colby's  faculty 
of  making  and  retaining  friends  during  hia  busi- 
ness trips. 

Socially,  it  would  be  difHcult  to  say  too  much 
in  Mr.  Colby's  pi-aise.  He  was  a  favorite  among 
both  old  and  young,  and  no  gentleman  of  thirty 
was  a  more  enthusiastic  factor  in  adding  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  friends  than  was  this  old  gentle- 
man of  sixty-three  years.  He  was  one  of  the  con- 
servative school  of  business  men,  and  believed  it 
better  to  attain  prosperity  gradually  than  to  enter 
the  field  of  speculation  in  the  hope  of  becoming 
suddenly  wealthy.  Consequently  his  business 
prospered  and  grew  solidly.  His  business  meth- 
ods were  honorable  and  his  business  friends  legion. 
PoUtically,  Mr.  Colby  was  a  Republican.  While 
never  aspiring  to  oftlcia]  honors  in  his  party,  he 
was  a  stanch  and  faithful  worker.  So  pronounced 
were  liis  political  opinions  that  he  might  almost 
be  called  a  radical  Republican, and  his  party  could 
always  depend  upon  finding  him  where  he  could  do 
tlie  most  good.  He  was  very  fond  of  hunling.and 
it  was  his  custom  every  year  after  tlie  business 
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season  had  ended  to  lake  a  trip  to  the  Dortliern 
part  of  Michigan  and  tiiere  enjoy  tlie  sport  of 
hunting  deer. 

In  1852  Mr.  Collij  married  Miss  Emily  J.  Hol- 
brook,  whowaa  born  in  Catskill,  N.  Y,  Iler  foster 
parents,  Ira  and  Margaret  B.  (King)  Miltimore, 
were  natives  of  New  York  Stsite  and  died  in  Wis- 
consin. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colby  were  the  parents  of 
four  cliildren,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  Those 
living  are:  Emma,  the  wife  of  Homer  Portman,  re 
siding  in  Benton  Harbor;  and  Charles  P.,who  lives 
with  his  mother.  Tlie  family  residence  is  pleas- 
antly located  on  tlie  corner  of  Pipestone  and 
Colby  Avenues  and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
homes  in  the  city. 


?)EORGE  S.  CLAPP  is  a  son  of  Silas  and 
.  Esther  (Kisley)  Clapp,  who  went  from 
%^  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  then  often  called  New  Connecticut,  in 
Ohio,  In  Columbia,  in  Lorain  County,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  16th  of  June.  1834. 
In  1846  the  family  moved  to  Berea,  near  Cleve- 
land, that  the  children  might  have  the  advantages 
of  education  in  the  then  new  institution,  now 
known  as  Baldwin  University,  and  where  he  re- 
ceived his  education.  His  college  society  was 
the  "Philozctian,"  and  he  was  one  of  its  foundere. 

Our  subject's  choice  of  t!ie  legal  profession  was 
made  early.  He  practiced  in  Justice  Courts  quite 
a  time  before  ho  was  admitted,  and  had  the  swing 
in  his  section  of  Cuyahoga  County,  his  opponents 
often  being  attorneys  from  Cleveland.  He  for- 
mally entered  his  name  as  a  studeut-at-law  with 
Loren  Prentiss  in  Cleveland,  but  pui-sued  his  studies 
at  home,except  for  a  few  weeks  in  1856  in  the  office 
of  Hon.  Stevenson  Burke  in  Elyria.  In  1856  he 
waB  admitted  hy  the  District  Court,  sitting  in 
Cleveland,  to  practice  law. 

Originally  a  Democrat,  as  a  consequence  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  struggle,  he  went  with  a  host 
.more   like    him    into   Uie  Republican   party,     Ije 


made  speeches  for  Salmon  P.  Chnse  for  Governor 
in  1855  and  in  1857,  and  for  Fremont  for  Presi- 
dent in  1856.  He  relates  how  in  1857,  at  a  meet- 
ing, the  audience  were  all  of  the  opposition  ex- 
cept two,  and  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  votemn 
Democrat  to  down  the  youngster  by  in lerrui»tions. 
The  speaker,  however,  worked  liis  opponent  on  to 
the  right  ground,  and  then  made  his  argument  so 
vigorous  and  conclusive  from  his  opponent's  own 
oracles  that  lie  completely  silenced  the  opposition 
and  had  the  floor  to  himself  unintorrnpted  until 
he  clo^d  in  his  own  good  time.  In  1872  he  was 
a  delegate  to  the  National  liepublican  Convention 
at  I'hiladilphia  when  C.en.  Grant  was  re-nomin- 
atcd  I  bci  B  Wird  and  Hon.  William  A.  How- 
ard  weic  iming  the  other  delegates. 

In  18G0  he  moved  to  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  and 
was  editor  of  llie  Knox  County  Express  for  a  few 
months.  He  returned  to  Berea  in  1861,  and  in 
1862  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.  He  at  once 
entered  into  active  practice  and  iias  followed 
the  legitimate  profession  of  the  law  ever  since. 
From  1870  there  have  not  been  many  important 
trials  in  Itcrrien  County  he  lias  not  been  eng:iged 
in.  In  the  judicial  campaign  just  closed,  a  iist  of 
cases  i-emovod-to  the  Supreme  Court  from  the  Sec- 
ond Judicial  Circuit  was  published;  it  shows  over 
a  hundred  cases  in  wbichMr.  Clapp  was  concerned. 
He  says  he  had  fair  luck — that  he  lost  only  about 
a  quarter  of  them.  Not  aspiring  to  be  known 
as  a  criminal  lawyer,  he  has  probably  tried  more 
criminal  cases  than  any  other  lawyer  in  the  cir- 
cuit. His  particular  delight  is  in  real-estate  liti- 
gations. Of  that  kind  he  has  had  a  large  share. 
Among  his  cases  he  successfully  defended  the  title 
of  the  two  leading  Protestant  churches  in  St. 
Joseph  to  their  church  property,  and  that  of  the 
city  to  the  magnificent  boulevard  overlooking  the 
take. 

In  1882  he  removed  to  Niles  from  St.  Joseph, 
and  his  position  is  among  the  foremost  of  the  at- 
torneys in  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit.  He  is  a 
successful  trier  of  cases,  and  is  considered  a  success- 
ful advocate,  but  he  never  depends  upon  his  abilities 
alone.  He  carefully  prepares  every  case,  is  indus- 
trious and  painstaking,  and  eanis  his  victories  by 
hard  work,  and  when   defeated   takes  it  in  good 
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grace,  tlint  tlie  case  was  too  much  for  him.  He  is 
jealous  for  tlio  Uonoi'  of  his  profession,  siiurna 
tricks  and  subterfuges,  and  maijitain.s  and  acts  on 
the  belief  that  no  man  is  more  in  honor  bound  to 
be  honest  and  a  gentleman,  than  is  the  lawyer. 
He  has  served  a  pretty  good  time,  but  says  lie  ex- 
pects to  stay  with  the  boys  about  twenty-five  years 
longer,  before  he  will  confess  being  a  veteran. 

vSocially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  orders, 
including  the  conimandery.  He  was  married  to 
Helen  S.,  daughter  of  S.  W.  Perry,  of  Elyria,  Ohio, 
September  18,  1856.  Th?y  are  the  parents  of 
thi-ee  daughters.  Carrie  U  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  S,  C. 
Van  Antwerp,  of  Vieksbiirgh;  Esther  R.  and  Klea- 
nore  B.  are  twins,  the  former  now  being  the  wife 
of  Harvey  C,  Beeson,  a  scion  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  Niles, 


I^^ijUSSELLftf.  JONES,  a  i-etircd  mei-chantresid- 
'i^  ing  in  Benton  Harbor,  was  born  in  Jefferson 
'-^^  County,N.  Y.,  September  15, 1836,  and  is  the 
^  son  of  Russell  M.  and  Olivia  (Smith)  Jones, 
botli  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York  State. 
The  father,  whose  occupation  throughout  life  was 
that  of  farming,  was  a  son  of  Russell  Morgan  Jones, 
and  traced  his  lineage  to  England,  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of  David  Smith, 
and  was  also  of  substantial  English  stock. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  eight  children, 
five  sons  and  three  daughters,  Russell  M.  being 
the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Three  of  the  number 
are  now  deceased.  The  boyhood  years  of  our  sub- 
ject were  passed  in  the  county  of  hia  birth,  where 
for  a  time  he  conducted  his  studies  in  the  district 
schools.  Later  he  entered  Union  Academy,  where 
he  prepared  foi'  college,  EnteringUnion  Collegeat 
New  York,  he  pursued  his  studies  in  that  institu- 
tion with  perseverance  and  untiring  ardor  until 
bis  gi-aduation  in  1860,  after  which  he  engaged 
for  a  time  in  teaching. 

In  June,  1862,  Mr.  Jones  enlisted  as  a  member 
Qt  Company  fj,  Tenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 


and,  made    Second    Lieutenant   in   September    of 

that  year,  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, As  a  part  of  the  heavy  artillery  arm  of 
the  service,  they  were  stationed  in  tlie  defenses  of 
Washington,  and  afterwards  did  duty  in  the 
trenches  of  Petersburg  as  infantry  during  the  last 
siege,  until  the  capitulation.  He  with  his  command 
bore  an  honorable  part  in  many  Of  the  engagements 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  principal  of 
which  were  at  Cold  Harbor,  Bermuda  Hundred, 
the  campaign  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  etc. 
October  27,  1863,  Mr.  Jones  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Eirst  Lieutenant,  which  rank  he  held  until 
the  close  of  tiie  war.  In  July,  1866,  he  nith  his 
regiment  was  mustered  out,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Our  subject  returned  to  New  York,  and  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Jefferson  County.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane,  daughter  of 
William  and  Eliza  George,  of  B'l.  Wayne,  Ind. 
The  date  of  this  event  was  the  I8th  of  June, 
I860,  and  it  was  celebrated  at  Williamsport,  Pa., 
Mr,  Jones  being  there  on  a  leave  of  absence  from 
the  army.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he  moved  West  to 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  began  reading  law  in  the 
olllee  of  Morris  &  Wordeu,  after  which  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  tlie  Univei-sity  of  Michigan, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  but  on  account  of  failing  health  he 
was  obliged  to  discontinue  his  legal  studies  before 
completing  the  course. 

From  Ft.  Wayne  Mr.  Jones  removed  to  Benton 
Harbor,  where  lie  engaged  in  fruit  eultui-e  for  about 
six  yeara.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
Heniy  L.  Pitcher,  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  L. 
Pitcher  &  Co.,  and  in  this  connection  engaged 
in  the  dry-goods  business.  Two  years  afterwai-d 
George  F.  Sonner  was  .idmiled  to  the  partnership, 
the  title  of  the  firm  being  changed  to  Pitcher, 
.Tones  &.  Sonner, 

A  few  years  after  this  connection  was  entered 
into,  Mr.  Pitcher  disposed  of  his  interest  to  the 
other  membera  of  the  firm,  who  continued  the 
business  under  the  name  of  Jones  h  Sonner.  They 
gained  an  extensive  reputation  for  honorable 
methods  of  dealing  and  the  superior  quality  of 
their  slock,  and  had  a  very  profitable  trade.  In 
1889,  the  partners  closed  out  and  retired  from 
business,  although  Mr,  Jones  and  Mr.  Sonner  still 
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retain  the  ownership  of  the  hrick  block  and  other 
valuable  real  estate.  Mr.  .Tones  is  the  owner  of 
other  valuable  real  estate,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
buying  and  selling  property. 

A  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Jones  lias 
never  been  solicitous  of  office,  preferring  to  devote 
his  enlire  attention  to  his  businct^.  However,  in 
1893,  he  was  elected  Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward. 
Socially,  he  is  idenlitied  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge 
No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Calvin  Brittain  Chap- 
ter No.  6G,  R.  A.  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  had 
born  to  them  two  sons:  Henry  Russell,  who  died 
February  10,  1871,  aged  about  a  yearand  a-half; 
and  Maurice  Lindley  Jones,  who  is  now  a  student 
at  the  Michigan  Mining  School,  at  Hougbton,  who 
will  gi-aduate  as  a  mining  engineer  in  the  Class  of 
'94.  Mrs.  .lones  is  a  member  and  one  of  the  most 
active  workers  of  tbe  Congregational  Cliurcli. 
The  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  121  Wash- 
ington Street.  It  is  the  abode  of  hospitolity,  and 
in  it  the  genial  host  and  hostess  are  accustomed 
to  frequently  welcome  and  pleasantly  entertain 
their  many  personal  friends. 


^^^EN.  GEORGE  T.  SHAFFER  has  recently 
if  ^F  ''^*'''^'^    ^^    '"^    farm   in  Calvin  Township, 

^^5  Cass  County,  from  the  position  of  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Office  of  Michigan,  which 
he  has  filled  with  marked  distinction  for  years. 
A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  near  Springfield, 
Clarke  County,  October  9,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of 
Pet«r  Shaffer,  who  was  born  in  Rockingham 
County,  Va.,  January  10,  1791.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Abraham  Shaffer,  was  a  German  by 
birth,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents, 
whose  names  we  have  been  unable  to  secure. 

The  family  settled  in  Virginia,  where  Grand- 
father Shaffer  became  well  and  favoi-ably  known 
among  the  citizens  of  the  Old  Dominion.  He  was 
a  man  of  liberal  education  and  considerable  abil- 
ity, and  by  trade  was  a.  gunsmith.  Although  liv- 
ing in  a  slave  State,  noue  of  the  family  ever  owped 


slaves,  in  fact,  without  exception  they  were  op- 
posed to  human  slavery.  Abraham  Shaffer  mar- 
ried a  German  lady  and  they  had  six  children, 
namely:  Jacob,  Abraham,  Sarah,  Peter  and  Henry 
(twins),  and  David,  all  of  whom  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Henry  attained  to  maturity  and  reared 
families.  Henry  died  when  quite  young.  The 
men  of  the  family  possessed  sterling  worth  of  char- 
acter and  were  principally  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits.  Jacob  and  Abmham  died  in  Ohio;  Sarah 
married  Henry  Smith,  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio, 
and  one  of  her  sons,  Blaj.  Joseph  Smith,  became  a 
wealthy  niercli*nt  and  in  an  early  day  came  to 
Michigan,  where  he  served  as  Major  ot  the  Stale 
militia.  An  active  politician  in  the  early  history 
of  this  State  and  ii  stanch  Democrat  throughout 
his  entire  life,  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Mich- 
igan Legislature  and  occupied  other  positions  of 
prominence.  He  died  in  Cassopolis  alx)ut  1879; 
his  mother  died  in  this  county  about  1848.  David 
Shaffer  came  to  Michigan  in  1829,  but  removed 
thence  to  Iowa  in  1854  and  died  on  a  farm  in  tJiat 
State. 

I'cter  Sliaffer,  the  father  of  the  General,  was 
born  ill  Virginia,  as  stated  above, andaccompanied 
his  father  to  Ohio  about  1810.  settling  on  land  not 
far  from  the  city  of  Springlicld.  Peter  and  a 
brother  cleared  and  cultivated  the  land,  while 
their  father  followed  his  trade  of  a  gunsmith. 
While  he  had  an  excellent  German  education, 
Peter  Shaffer  had  a  somewhat  limited  knowledge 
of  English.  He  was  one  of  the  best  mathematicians 
of  his  day  and  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability  and  of  indomitable  will,  always  accom- 
plishing what  he  started  out  to  do.  His  wife  was 
known  in  maidenhood  by  tbe  name  of  Sarah 
Thomas,  and  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  being  a 
daughter  of  George  Thomas,  a  native  of  the  North 
of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Mr.  Thomas 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  country  when  a 
mere  child,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  enlisted  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  serving 
throughout  the  entire  period  of  the  conflict  until 
i  t»  close.  His  father  and  the  father  of  Gen.  George 
Thomas,  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  Civil 
War,  were  brothers  and  were  named  no  doubt 
after  George    Thomas    of    Revolutionary     fame, 
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Having  received  a  liberal  education,  he  was  rather 
in  advance  of  the  young  men  of  his  time,  and  in 
early  life  followed  tlie  profession  of  a  teaolier. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  usually  known  aiS 
"  Captain,"  having  received  the  title  from  his  ser- 
vice as  Captain  of  militia  in  Ohio,  and  he  also 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Tn  1828  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  purchased  a  tract  ot  land  in  what  is 
known  as  Young's  Prairie,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Ohio.  Tn  the  spring  of  1832,  he  brought  his 
family  to  this  State  and  bought  five  or  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  where  CJen.  Shaffer  now  lives. 
He  also  engaged  extensively  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness and  owned  and  operated  sawmills.  He  aided 
in  the  organization  of  Calvin  Township  and  was 
one  of  lis  first  oltieers.  For  twenty  years  he  filled 
the  position  of  Justice  ot  the  Peace,  and  also  served 
as  Supervisor  and  Clerk  of  the  township,  being 
one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  community.  After 
having  attained  to  a  ripe  old  age,  he  passed  away, 
July  13,  1880,  on  the  place  now  owned  by  our 
subject.  Ilis  wife  had  departed  this  life  in  1851, 
nearly  thirty  yeai's  prior  lo  his  demise. 

There  were  seven  children  in  the  parental  fam- 
ily, the  General  beingtlie  fifth.  They  are  sketched 
as  follows:  Alcy  married  Leonard  Keen,  and  died 
in  Jefferson  Township,  Cass  County,  in  1889. 
Peter,  her  sou,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union 
during  the  hite  war,  and,  losing  his  health  in  the 
service,  died  after  the  close  of  the  war.  Mary 
died  in  1834,  when  a  young  lady.  Henry  went  to 
California  in  1850,  and  died  there  in  1854.  Nancy 
married  William  T.  Reed,  and  after  having  reared 
several  children,  died  in  Newl;H?rg  Township.  Her 
husband  and  son  Henry  served  in  the  Civil  War 
and  both  died  while  in  the  Atlanta  cam{)aign. 
Sarah  married  John  Keen  and  makes  her  home  in 
Cassopoiis.  Abraham,  during  the  great  gold  ex- 
citement in  the  West,  went  to  California  in  1850, 
i-eturning  six  years  later.  In  1859  he  again  sought 
the  Pacific  Coast,  and  came  East  once  more  in  1863. 
He  now  makes  his  home  in  Colorado, and  is  widely 
known  on  account  of  having  invented  several 
pieces  of  farming  machinery. 

We  have  now  given  a  brief  outline  of  the  fam- 
ily from  which  Gen.  Shaffer  sprang  and  of  the 
more  prominent  meinbei-s  of  the  family,  but  it  is 


to  the  General  himself  that  our  space  must  be 
given  most  largely,  for  he  has  liad  a  most  notable 
career.  A  modest,  genial  gentleman,  with  tlie 
record  of  a  hero  and  a  variegated  experience  such 
I  as  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  men,  the  once  sturdy 
form  is  a  trifle  bent  now,  and  the  hair  is  turning 
white,  but  the  grasp  of  the  right  hand  is  stiil  as 
strong  and  cordial  as  when  its  owner  employed  it 
in  rocking  a  gold  pan  in  the  Californian  placer 
mines  away  back  in  the  '50s,  or  swung  his  sword 
for  the  cliai'ge  on  Southern  battlefields.  Teacher, 
farmer,  miner,  merchant,  hotel-keeper,  ranchman, 
soldier,  prisoner  of  the  war  in  the  Libby  hell,  then 
farmer  again  for  a  score  of  years,  and  afterward 
for  a. number  of  years  holding  an  important  otficQ 
in  the  State  Capitol  at  Lansing,  and  now  living  in 
retirement  on  his  farm,  this,  in  a  few  words  is  the 
story  of  the  life  of  Gen.  Shaffer.  It  is  the  story 
ot  a  brave  man  and  one  of  indomitable  pluck  be- 
sides. 

Most  men  who  afterward  become  distinguislied 
manage  to  be  born  in  Ohio,  and  the  General  is  no 
exception.  He  came  to  Michigan  from  Ohio  with 
his  father  in  1832  and  aided  in  clearing  a  heavily 
timbered  farm,  also  worked  with  his  father  in  the 
lumbering  business.  He  attended  tlie  pioneer 
schools  of  the  day  about  two  or  three  months  each 
year,  and  thus  passed  his  years  up  to  his  majority. 
He  then  for  two  ycai-s  was  a  student  in  a  select 
stihool  at  Edwardsburgh.  Karly  in  life  he  devel- 
oped a  taste  for  music  and  became  proficient  in 
both  local  and  instrumental  music.  These  he 
taught,  in  addition  to  which  he  filled  the  duties 
ot  pedagogue  in  a  district  school  until  the  spring 
time  of  1850,  when  the  stories  of  the  wonderful 
gold  discoveries  drifted  across  the  great  American 
desert  and  set  the  pulse  of  the  whole  continent 
throbbing. 

Among  the  scores  of  adventurous  Wolverines 
wh»  joined  in  the  life  and  death  hunt  for  the 
shining  metal,  was  a  little  group  of  brawny  young 
fellows  from  the  vicinity  ot  the  Shaffer  hoimatead, 
and  our  subject  was  one  of  these.  By  the  time 
the  little  party  reached  Council  Bluffs  and  was 
ready  for  the  perilous  overland  journey  across 
deserts  and  mountains,  it  was  increased  to  about 
ninety  in  number.     The  qualities  that  afterward 
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i-aised  George  T.  Shaffer  from  the  ranks  to  the 
poaition  of  Brigadier-General  wercalreaiiy  stirring 
in  Ills  blood,  and  by  a  unanimous  vote  he  was 
chosen  Captain  of  tlie  expedition.  Under  his 
vigilant  and  soldierly  leadership  his  party  was 
eondneted  through  the  Indian  country  over  moun- 
tains and  across  deserts  in  perfect  safety,  and  four 
months  after  they  left  Cass  County  lie  marched 
them  into  a  California  mining  camp,  subsequently 
named  Placervillc.  The  next  four  years  were 
filled  with  romantic  and  thrilling  experiences, and 
Gen.  Shaffer  has  a  rich  fund  of  quaint  stories  con- 
cerning old  mining  days  and  tells  them  with  un- 
conscious eloquence. 

From  placer  mining,  Gen.  Shaffer  conducted  a 
trading-post  and  a  hotel,  also  operated  a  ranch  in 
the  Sacramento  Valley,  his  brothers  Henry  and 
Abraham  being  interested  with  him.  In  the  spring 
of  1858  he  cleared  up  his  business  in  California, 
and  returned  to  Michigan  via  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  and  New  York.  Soon  after  his  return  to 
this  State,  he  married  Miss  Alcy  Jane  Carmiohael, 
to  whom  he  was  betrothed  previous  to  his  Journey 
to  the  far  West.  He  intended  to  return  to  Cali- 
fornia, but  his  father,  broken  in  health,  urged  him 
to  buy  the  old  home  farm  and  remain  there  until 
his  father's  leave  of  life  should  end.     This  he  did, 

A  few  years  later,  when  the  Civil  War  broke 
out  and  the  country  had  need  of  all  lier  loyal 
sons,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Nine- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry,  of  which  he  was  chosen 
First  Lieutenant.  He  was  five  times  promoted  for 
bravery,  gallant  service  and  strict  attendance  to 
duty.  The  lost  time,  March  13,  1865,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Brevet-Colonel  and  Briga- 
dier-General of  United  States  Volunteoi-s  for  his 
gallantry  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  of  1864,  and  at 
the  battle  of  Wise's  Fork.  N.  C,  three  days  previ- 
ous to  his  promotion.  Among  the  important  en- 
gagements in  which  he  participated  were  those  of 
Thompson's  Station  (Tenn.),  Resaca,  Cassville, 
Dallas,  Golgotha  Chui-ch,  Twin  Mountains,  Gulp's 
Farm,  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta, 

At  Thompson's  Station  Gen.  Shaffer  was  taken 
prisoner  and  was  thrown  in  Libby  Prison,  where 
he  was  confined  for  two  months  before  he  was  ex- 


changed. At  the  (lattle  of  Gulp's  Farm  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  thigh.  His  wounds  were 
dressed  on  the  field  and  he  remained  with  his  com- 
mand until  after  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tains, when  Gen.  Sherman  issued  orders  for  his 
command  to  prepare  to  march,  and,  there  being  no 
ambulances  to  carry  the  sick  and  wounded.  Gen, 
Shaffer  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  rear.  This  was 
the  only  time  in  his  four  yeai's'  service  he  was  in 
hospital  or  off  duty.  He  remained  there  less  than 
thirty  days  and  then  returned  to  his  command 
against  the  protest  of  the  hospital  surgeon.  For 
six  weeks  thereafter  his  wound  was  daily  dressed 
on  the  field.  His  regiment,  the  Twenty-Eighth 
Michigan,  was  retained  in  the  service  for  moi'C 
than  a  year  after  Lee  surrendered,  during  which 
time    Gen.    Shaffer   held    several   important  posi- 

For  a  time  Gen.  Shaffer  was  in  command  of  the 
post  at  Shelby,  N.  C,  and  subsequently  was  in 
command  of  the  posts  at  Goldsborough  and  New 
Berne.  He  relieved  Brigadier-General  W.  D.  Har- 
den from  the  comman  I  of  tl  e  d  st  ct  of  lialeigh. 
Aside  from  his  duties  a  nna  d  ng  officer  of  the 
district  and  post  of  R  le  gl  I  e  is  President  of  a 
military  commission,  alsi  of  a  ne  al  court  mar- 
tial. Like  thousands  of  tl  1  a  e  nen  hedropped 
the  sword  to  grasp  the  plow  handle  once  more, 
and  settled  down  to  the  quiet  life  of  a  farmer 
again.  For  many  years  he  devoted  his  time  largely 
to  contributing  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of 
his  aged  father  during  the  closing  years  of  his 
life. 

Tlie  General  remained  quietly  on  tlie  farm  until 
his  party,  looking  around  for  good  material  for  the 
State  offices,  turned  its  eye  upon  the  farmer  Gen- 
eral, and  he  was  elected  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office.  From  the  duties  of  this  important  office 
he  had  just  retired  when  the  writer  called  upon 
him  at  his  extensive  farm  in  Calvin  Township. 
It  is  a  gallant  record,  but  through  it  all  its  maker 
has  remained  the  same  unaffected,  kind,  courteous 
gentleman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffer  have  three  chil- 
dren, two  daughters  and  one  son.  Their  older 
daughter,  Sadie  S.,  is  teaching  at  Birmingham, 
Mich.  Both  daughters  were  educated  in  the  State 
Normal,  and   are  ladles  of  great  culture  and  fine 
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musical  educations.  Theson,  WilliiimT.Sliernian, 
wiis  educated  in  tlie  Higli  Seliool  at  Cassopolis, 
and  for  a  time  was  book-keeper  in  tlie  land  office 
iindev  liis  father,  and  is  now  on  the  home  farm. 
Politically,  the  Genei-al  is  a  Democrat,  as  were  his 
father  and  grandfather  before  him.  In  his  social 
connections  he  aftiliales  with  the  Knights  Tcm- 
pLir. 


SlpJjURUETrK  L.  DEWEY.  In  all  Cass  County 
L^  there  is  no  business  Gstahlishment  th.it,  in 
j^^jl  ((ufllity  of  stock  and  facilities  for  the  prompt 
\=^  supply  of  goo<is  of  every  description,  sur- 
passes or  even  equals  tlie  flourishing  enterprise 
conducted  by  the  well-ltnown  firm  of  Dewey  & 
Defcndorf,  of  Dowagiac.  Tiieir  store  contains  a 
complete  stock  of  dry  goods  and  C!ir[)ets,  and  is 
without  exception  tlie  largest  in  the  county.  The 
firm  occupies  two  stoi-eriioms.witli  tlie  upper  llooi-s 
311(1  iKisement,  and  employs  a  force  of  five  clerks 
and  a  cashier.  Their  building  has  a  frontage  of 
forty-four  feet,  with  a  depth  of  eighty  feet,  and  the 
large  plate-glass  windows  add  to  liic  attractiveness 
of  the  store,  as  well  .as  furnish  a  splendid  place  Cor 
the  display  of  goods. 

The  senior  member  of  thia  Arm  was  born  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  V.,  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1845.  A  brief  mention  of  his  ancestors  will  be  of 
interest  to  our  readers.  His  grandfather,  Harry 
Dewey,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  removed  from 
that  Stiite  to  New  York,  wliere  he  settled  in  Oneida 
County  and  purchased  a  farm.  Of  his  union  with 
Mies  Harriet  Bliss  two  sons  and  two  daughtcre  were 
born,  namely:  Lambert  B.,  father  of  our  subject; 
Henry,  a  resident  of  New  York  Mills,  Oneida 
County,  N.  y.,and  now  (18!)3)  eighty-one  yeai-s 
old;  Mrs.  Faunic  Stiirtevant,  who  resides  in  Del- 
avan.  Wis.;  and  Maria,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  Grandfather  Dewey  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 

Lambert  1).  Dewey,  father   of  our  subject,  was 
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born  in  Oneida  County,  and  upon  attaining  to 
manhood  married  Miss  Delia  A.  Storey,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Alvin  Storey,  a  prominent  and  extensive 
farmer  of  Oneida  County.  Her  grandfather,  Capt. 
Enoch  Storey,  served  as  a  Captain  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  and  died  when  over  ninety-flve 
years  of  age.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Dewey  lo- 
cated in  Walesville,  Oneida  County,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil.  A  prominent  man  in 
public  affairs,  he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Collector  of  the  county,  and  Postmaster  at  Wales- 
ville, In  1859  he  came  to  Marcellus  Township, 
Ca-ss  County,  Mich.,  and,  purchasing  some  unim- 
proved land,  devoted  his  attention  to  its  cultiva- 
tion. In  18G4  he  removed  to  Porter  Township, 
Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,and  made  his  home  upon 
an  improved  farm  there  for  ten  yeais,  when  he 
came  to  Wayne  Township,  Cass  County,  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm.  After  having  resided  there  for 
ten  or  more  years,  he  came  to  Dowagiac,  where  he 
now  lives  retired,  having  attained  to  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  been  one  of  its  most 
devoted  champions  and  has  served  his  party  with 
loyalty  and  zeal.  Religiously,  he  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Christian  Church. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  yeare,  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice  accompanied  his  father  to 
Miciiigan,  where  he  conducted  his  studies  for  some 
time.  In  18G4-C5  he  attended  Eastman's  Business 
College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y,,  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  1865.  Upon  his  return  to 
Dowagiac  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  general 
store  of  Jones  A  Gibbs  and  remained  with  that  firm 
until  1873,  a  period  of  eight  years,  lie  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  Marvin  Defendorf  and 
Daniel  Lyie,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  Dewey, 
Defendof  &  LyIe.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  LyIe  in 
1887,  his  place  in  the  firm  was  assumed  by  Eu- 
gene Lyle,  who  retired  one  year  later,  and  since 
that  time  tlie  business  lias  been  conducted  under 
the  name  of  Dewey  &  Defcndorf. 

October  13,  1867,  occurred  the  marriageof  B.  L. 
Dewey  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Green,  who  was  born  in 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  but  removed  thence  at  tiie  age 
of  nine  yeaia  and  located  with  her  father,  William 
H.  Green,  in  Battle  Creek.  Mr.  and  Mre.  Dewey  are 


Hosted  by 


Google 


260 


PORTRAIT  AND  BtOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Harry  B., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Eire- 
no,  Ofcla.;  Hattie  Free  and  Fred  L.,  who  are  at 
borne.  The  elder  son  married  Miss  Lizzie  Pettee, 
of  Osage  Citj,  Kan.,  the  daughter  of  S.  B.  Pettee, 
a  business  man  residing  in  Elreno,  Okla.  One 
child  has  been  bora  to  bless  this  union,  a  son  named 
Marshall  Burgette. 

A  man  of  strong  convictions  and  decided  opin- 
ions, Mr.  Dewey  believes  that  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party  are  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  progress  of  the  nation,  and  he  accordingly 
gives  his  unwavering  support  to  the  party  of  his 
choice.  For  one  term  he  served  as  Mayor  of  the 
city  and  he  is  at  the  present  time  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  with  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected for  twenty  years.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  and  has  been  Secretary  of  the  lodge 
at  Dowagiac.  In  his  religious  belief  he  is  a  Con- 
gi-egationalist  and  is  a  Trustee  of  the  chureh  here. 


I^-f^i 


(^p<)HOMAS  J.  EDWARDS,  Treasurer  of  Cass 
m^L]  County,  and  a  prominent  business  man  of 
'^^  Dowagiac,  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
June  23,  1844.  He  is  of  direct  English  descent, 
his  parents,  Thomas  and  Louisa  (Kellott)  Edwards, 
having  both  been  born  in  Leicestershire,  England. 
The  father  learned  the  drug  trade  in  his  native 
land,  and  after  his  emigration  to  America,  in  1837, 
followed  that  business  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  from 
1842  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1859.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife,  which  occun-ed  in  1851, 
he  was  again  married,  choosing  as  his  wife  Miss 
Elizabeth  Edwards,  his  flrat  cousin.  Seven  chil- 
dren resulted  from  the  first  marriage,  and  three 
were  born  of  the  second  union,  all  of  whom  are 
now  living.  The  father  of  this  family  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  business,  and  being  a  man  of  shrewd 
foresight  and  sound  judgment,  he  attained  a  prom- 
inent position  among  the  moneyed  men  of  Ann 
Arlxir,  and  at  his  death  left  a  fortune  to  his  fam- 
ily.    While  not  an  active  partisan,  he  always  dis- 


played an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
was  a  stanch  Democrat. 

Little  of  unusual  interest  occurred  to  individ- 
ualize the  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War.  In  Au- 
gust, 1861,  he  enhsted  as  a  member  of  Company 
C,  First  Michigan  Infantry,  and  at  the  cxpii-ation 
of  his  term  of  enlistment  was  mustered  out,  in 
November,  1864.  Afterward  he  re-enlisted  in  the 
United  States  service,  serving  with  the  same  com- 
panj'  and  regiment  as  before.  He  was  mustered 
out  on  the  9th  of  July,  1865,  after  having  served 
allogether  a  period  of  four  years  lacking  one 
month.  He  took  an  active  part  in  forty-seven  en- 
gagements, being  in  all  the  important  engage- 
ments of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  on  the  1st 
of  July,  1862,  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at 
Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  until  his  recov- 
ery. In  the  Peninsular  campaign  he  saw  consid- 
erable active  service.  Throughout  his  entire  mili- 
tary life  he  displayed  the  possession  of  valor,  cour- 
age and  energy,  and  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight 
his  cool  intrepidity  never  failed  him.  To  such  as 
he  the  Union  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  can 
never  be  repaid. 

Returning  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Edwards  located  in 
Ypsilanti,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  trade  of  a  marble-cutter,  and  followed  that  oc- 
cupation tor  ten  years,  part  of  the  time  in  Ypsi- 
lanti. In  1872  he  came  to  Dowagi.nc  and  em- 
barked in  the  marble  and  granite  business,  which 
he  still  conducts,  having  established  a  luci-alivc 
trade  and  built  up  an  extensive  business.  His 
marriage,  which  occurred  on  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1868,  united  him  with  Miss  Mary  S.  Cady, 
the  daughter  of  Cliarles  and  Fidelia  (Carter)  Cady, 
her  father  being  a  farmer  of  Ypsilanti.  She  was 
born  and  reared  in  that  city,  and  has  spent  her 
entire  life  in  Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards 
have  two  children:  Wallace  C,  Cashier  of  J^e 
Bros.  &  Co.'s  Bank,  at  Dowagiac;  and  Myrta  L., 
who  is  at  home. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
so  positive  in  his  opinions  as  to  be  considered 
radical.  In  State  and  national  politics,  he  takes  a 
deep  interest.and  has  himself  ligui-ed  prominently 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


26S 


in  the  public  life  of  the  community.  He  seived 
as  Aldci'man  for  six  years,  and  was  prominent  in 
the  City  Council.  In  the  fall  of  1890,  he  was 
elected  County  Treasurer,  and  two  years  later  he 
was  re-elected,  being  the  present  incumlient  of  the 
office.  In  the.  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  lie  en- 
joys considerable  prominence,  and  was  the  first 
Commander  of  H.  C.  Gilbert  Post  No.  47,  at 
Dowagiac,  having  filled  that  position  for  five  suc- 
cessive years.  He  has  been  a  Chairman  of  the  City 
Republican  Committee,  also  a  member  of  the 
County  Republican  Committee.  Identified  with 
the  Masonic  order,  he  has  served  as  Master  of  the 
lodge,  High  Priest  of  the  chapter,  and  is  a  raemtier 
of  the  commandery  at  Niles.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  being  an  ac- 
tive member  of  these  societies. 


.^^EORGE  E.  SMITH.  This  influential  busi- 
(II ,_-,  ness  man  of  St.  Joseph  is  a  dealer    in    real 

'^^^l  estate  and  also  devotes  eapoeial  attention 
to  loans  and  collections.  He  is  highly  respected 
among  the  people  of  this  city  by  the  Lake,  and, 
being  a  thoroughly  practical  man  in  all  depart- 
ments of  his  business,  he  enjoys  a  steadily  growing 
prosperity,  which  is  tlie  result  of  merit.  St.  Joseph 
is  progressing  rapidly  to  a  front  rank  among  the 
cities  of  Michigan,  and  its  i-eal  estate  is  constantly 
increasing  in  value.  As  the  natui'al  result,  the 
business  in  whiuh  Mr.  Smith  is  engaged  has  as- 
sumed proportions  hitherto  undreamed  of,  and 
has  atUiined  an  importance  which  in  former  years 
it  did  not  possess. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  traces 
his  ancc8ti-y  through  a  long  line  of  worthy  and 
brave  men  to  Old  England,  whence  at  an  early 
period  in  the  settlement  of  the  United  States  his 
progenitors  emigrated  hither  and  established 
homos  for  their  families,  Josiah  Smith,  the  grand- 
father   of  our    subject,  was    born    in    Connecticut 


and  did  valiant  service  during  the  period  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Josiah  Smith,  Jr.,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  State, 
and  died  in  January,  1883.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Betsey,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Lock- 
wood  and  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

At  Stamford,  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  George 
E.  Smith  was  born  on  the  24th  of  March,  1838. 
His  boyhood  was  uneventfully  spent  in  his  father's 
home,  and  much  of  his  time  was  given  to  his 
studies,  which  he  carried  on  in  the  common  schools 
and  later  at  a  private  boarding-school.  Upon 
leaving  school,  he  aided  his  father   in    the   farm 
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d  so,  he  left  home  and 
traveled  ex t  \  Ij  tl  gliout  the  United  States, 
Cuba  and  Canada. 

Coming  to  St.  Joseph  In  August,  1861,  Mr. 
Smith  opened  a  grocery  and  hardware  store,  and 
conducted  a  prosperous  business  for  twelve  months. 
That  peaceful  occu|>ation  was  broken  in  upon  by 
his  enlistment,  in  August,  1862,  as  a  member  of 
Company  IJ,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  in  which 
he  served  as  Quartermaster-Sergeant  about  two 
years.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  hard- 
fought  engagements  of  the  Civil  War,  and  among 
the  battles  in  which  he  took  active  part  may  be 
mentioned  those  of  Gettysburg,  Hagerstown,  Coal 
Harbor,  the  Wilderness,  Cedar  Creek,  and  numer- 
ous other  engagements  of  minor  importaiLce, 
though  not  less  hazardous  to  life.  At  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Creek  he  was  wounded  and  again  in  the 
Wilderness,  but  fortunately  his  injuries  did  not 
prove  serious,  and  in  June,  1864,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  and  assigned  to 
Company  A,  same  regiment.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment,  in  1866,  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Jackson,  Mieh.,  with  an  honorable  record  as 
a  soldier. 

Returning  to  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Smith  engaged  in 
merchandising  for  a  number  of  years,  and  at  the 
same  time  operated  a  sawmill  and  dealt  in  lumber. 
He  was  also  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  fruit 
enterprise  which    he    conducted    until 
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1891  and  then  sold  out.  Througli  these  varied 
industries,  he  accumulated  a  competency  and, 
what  i3  better,  the  reputation  of  being  an  honoi- 
nbie  man  in  business  and  fair  in  his  dealings  with 
all.  In  his  political  sympathies,  he  is  outspoken 
in  his  preferences  and  pronounced  in  his  support 
of  the  Democratic  pai'ty.  He  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  St.  Joseph  Council  one  year  and  was  Coun- 
cilman several  times.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education  for  ten  years.  Fraternally,  he  is  con- 
nected with  Occidental  Lodge  No.  56,  F,  &  A.  M. 
The  pleasant  residence  of  Mr.  Smith  is  located 
on  Broad  Streetiand  is  presided  over  by  his  wife,  a 
lady  who  possesses  many  charms  of  character. 
She  is  the  daugliter  of  Warren  and  Sarah  E.  (Lag- 
ley)  Chapman,  residents  of  St,  Joseph,  and  has 
made  her  home  in  this  city  since  a  child,  where  in 
maidenhood  she  was  known  as  Belle  Cliapman. 
She  was  born  in  New  Market,  Rockingham  Co., 
N.  H.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smitii  was 
celebrated  December  16, 1868,  and  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  children:  Olive  C,  who  grad- 
uated, the  youngest  of  her  class  of  nine,  in  the  St. 
Joseph  High  School,  and  also  graduated  from 
the  Benton  Harbor  College,  after  which  she  at- 
tended Wellesley  College  for  two  years;  and  War- 
ren Chapman,  who  after  leaving  High  School  at 
St,  Joseph  spent  a  year  at  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lego  at  Lansing.  Mrs,  Smitli  is  a  member  of  the 
Univei-salist  Church, 


iJi^^ENRY  ALDHICH,  a  successful  pioneer  ag- 
Wli]  •■'*="  ^''""■'S*  ''f  Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  for 
/t^^  thirteen  years  resided  upon  his  valuable 
^)  homestead  in  Ontwa  Township,  and,  arriv- 
ing within  the  bordei-sof  the  State  a  young  man  of 
twcnty-flve,  has  in  his  Western  home  witnessed  the 
remarkable  change  o(  more  than  a  half-century. 
During  this  lengtli  of  time,  he  has  been  intimately 
associated  with  the  progressive  movements  and 
various  enterprises  of  the  county,  aiding  gener- 
ously in  the  promotion  of    mutual   welfare.     Our 


subject  was  born  in  Smithfield,  R,  I,,  May  5,  1813. 
He  was  the  son  of  .lames  and  Hannah  (Comstock) 
Aldiich.  Grandfatlier  Nathan  Aldrich  lived  and 
died  in  Rhode  Island,  and  devoted  his  days  to 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  was  of  English 
descent,  and  in  leligious  belief  a  Quaker.  His 
family  of  children  consisted  of  James,  Nathan, 
Simon,  Thomas,  Sayles  Scott,  and  Esther,  The 
brothei-s  and  sister,  with  the  exception  of  Nathan, 
reared  families  of  their  own,  who  occupied  positions 
of  inlluence. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  .Tames  Aldrich,  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island,  March  29,  1786.  By  trade 
a  carpenter,  lie  also  engaged  in  the  tilling  of  the 
soil.  In  1815,  he  went  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
and  thence  removed  to  Evans,  Erie  County,  where 
heboughtandimpi-ovedafarm.  In  1834,  the  father 
came  West  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Michigan, 
and  in  1835,  with  his  family,  made  his  liome  near 
Niles.  In  1837,  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sisty 
acres  on  section  12,  Milton  Township,  and  in 
1841  he  located  on  a  fai-m  west  of  Niles.  In  the 
fall  of  1857,  he  i-emoved  to  Prescott,  Wis.,  where 
he  passed  away  March  14,  1858,  His  widow  re- 
turned to  Niles,  Mich,,  her  former  home.  During 
his  career  of  busy  usefulness,  James  Aldrich  oc- 
cupied positions  of  olWcial  trust,  and  with  great  ac- 
ceptability served  as  Supervisor  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  He  was  a  Whig  in  early  life,  and  later 
voted  the  Republican  ticket.  In  faith  lie  was, 
like  his  ancestors,  a  Quaker, 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Aldrich  was  also  a  native  of 
Smithfield,  and  was  born  Januarys,  1792.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Henry  Comstock,  wlio  died  in 
Rhode  Island-  The  maternal  grandfather  married 
twice.  His  first  wife,  Hannah  Green,  became  the 
motlier  of  several  daughters  and  three  sons.  Mrs. 
Hannah  (Comstock)  Aldrich  died  in  1884  or  1885, 
and  was  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her.  Henry 
Aldrich  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  State,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  be- 
gan to  work  for  himself  chopping  and  splitting 
rails.  In  183G,he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Rlkhart  County,  Ind.,  but  in 
1837  he  returned  to  Michigan,  to  which  State  he  had 
accompanied  his  parents  in  1834.  He  next  inves- 
ted in  eighty  acres  in  Milton    Township,  to  which 
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he  later  added  forty  acres,  and  finally  increased 
Ills  homestead  by  the  purchase  of  a-quarter  of  a 
section,  and  partially  improved  the  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres.  Later  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Ontwa,  which  has 
since  been  his  permanent  home.  Upon  this  prop- 
erty, now  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  he 
erected  in  1881  a  handsome  and  commodious 
i-esidencc,  the  homestead  being  one  of  the  most 
valuable  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Aldrich  has  occupied  with  able  fidelity 
various  township  olfices,  and  as  Supervisor  has 
materially  aided  in  the  advancement  of  local  im- 
provements. He  cast  his  first  vote  for  William 
Henry  Harrison,  ftnd,onue  a  Whig,  has  long  alfll- 
ialed  with  the  Republican  party.  Septemi)er  7, 
1840,  Henry  Aldrich  and  Miss  Elniira  Treat  were 
united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Aldricli  was  a  native  of 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  February  13, 
1821,  She  was  the  daughter  of  Timothy  and 
J^uisa  (Bentley)  Treat,  Grandfather  Thomas 
Treat  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
after  many  years  passed  away  in  Eric  County, 
N.  Y.  His  wife  was  a  Strattan,  and  belonged  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Timothy  Treat 
was  bocn  in  Franklin  County,  Vt.,  March  30,1786. 
He  removed  t^  Erie  County,  N,  Y.,  and  there 
enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1834,  he  emigra- 
ted by  wagon  to  Cass  Countj',  Mich.,  and  was 
three  weeks  making  Ihe  journey.  He  bought 
forty  acres  in  Milton  Township,  and  two  years 
later  he  settled  in  Silver  Cceek  Township,  where 
he  improve* eighty  acres.  In  1869,  he  went  to 
Eik  Grove,  Cal.,  where  he  died  March  29,  1875,  a 
Univeisalist  in  belief.  In  political  affiliation  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and  after  the  Kansas  troubles  was  an 
ardent  Republican.  Twice  married,  liis  first  wife 
bore  htm  Sullivan  Treat,  and  in  1859  died  in  Cali- 
fornia. The  second  wife  was  the  mother  of  twelve 
childi-eii,  eleven  of  whom  were  reared  to  years  of 
maturity.  The  sons  and  daughters  were,  B'idelia, 
Almira,  Ruby,  James  B.,IjOuisa,  Ira  H.,  Willard  W, 
and  Wallace  W,  (twins),  Iloi-ace  J.  (who  enlisted 
in  Michigan,  and  was  killed  at  Shilob),  Lucy  A,, 
Nancy  J.  and  Amanda.  The  brothers  and  sisters, 
with  one  exception,  reared  families,  who  have  oc- 
cupied positions  of  usefulness  and  influence. 


Louisa  (Bentley)  Treat  was  the  daughter  of 
James  Bentley,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  and  died 
at  a  good  old  ago  in  New  York.  He  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  with  bravery  and  was  a  true 
patriot.  The  Treats  were  of  English  origin,  and 
the  ancestors  of  the  Bentleys  wei'e  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children.  Alpha 
is  the  wife  of  Harvey  L.  Drew,  of  San  Bernardino, 
Cal.  James  M.  enlisted  in  Company  M,  Fourth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  died  at  Lebanon,  Ky, 
I^vi  M.  died  at  San  Bernardino,  Cal.,  his  death 
occurring  about  two  yeai-s  ago.  George  B.  passed 
away  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  at  home.  Jasper 
A.  was  the  youngest.  Mrs.  Aldricli  is  a  Close- 
Communion  Baptist  and  with  her  family  has  ably 
assisted  in  the  good  work  and  benevolent  enter- 
prises of  her  home  locality.  For  fifty-six  years 
our  subject  has  been  an  infiucntial  factor  in  the 
advancement  of  Cass  County,  and  is  universally 
esteemed  as  a  public-spirited  citizen. 


W.iILLIAM  J.  KKLSEY,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
most  successful  medical  practitioners  of 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  began  the  wearing 
duties  of  his  profession  in  Cassopolis  in  1865. 
Remaining  constantly  in  the  same  place  of  resi- 
dence, be  has  for  nearly  thirty  years  gone  his  daily 
rounds  amid  sunshine  and  storm,  and  is  widely 
known  as  an  able  and  skillful  physician,  enjoying 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  Dr.  Kelsey  was 
born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y,,  August  20,  1839, 
and  was  but  an  infant  when  his  parents  removed 
to  their  new  home  In  the  West.  Our  subject  was 
one  of  the  four  children  of  James  and  Mary 
(Compton)  Kelsey,  The  father,  a  native  of  New 
England,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Haddam,  Mid- 
dlesex County,  Conn.  Tlie  paternal  giandfather, 
James  Kelsey,  an  energetic  and  excellent  business 
man,  was  also  of  Connecticut  birth  and  was  largely 
interested  for  many  years  in  the  stone  quarries  of 
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his  i>ait  of  Middlesex  County.  Tlie  Kelsey  family 
were  among  the  pioneer  settleis  of  Connecticut, 
tlie  ancestors  of  our  subject  having  eniigrateil 
from  England  but  fifty  years  after  tlie  "  May- 
flower "  landed  at  Plj'moutii  Rock.  Father  Kel- 
soy  early  journeyed  to  the  State  of  New  York  and 
there  made  his  home  for  many  years,  but  finiilly 
settled  in  La  Grange  Township.  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  in  1839. 

Dr.  Kelsey  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  sehools  of  La  Grange  Townsliip,  and  also  en- 
joyed  the  benefit  of  a  classical  course  in  the  Ba[>- 
tist  College  at  Kalamazoo.  He  studied  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  State  University  at  Ann 
Arbor,aud  later  completed  his  preparation  for  the 
duties  of  liis  profession  at  Rush  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  from  which  celebrated  institution  of 
learning  he  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '66.  From 
that  time  the  life  of  our  subject  has  been  de- 
voted to  the  demands  of  a  widely-extended  prac- 
tice in  Cassopolis  and  the  adjoining  country. 
Taking  a  high  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession 
of  medicine.  Dr.  Kelsey  has  for  more  than  a  score 
of  j-ears  been  an  active  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Cass  County  Medical  Society.  Our  subject  was 
Pension  Examiner  under  the  (Irst  administration 
of  President  Cleveland,  and  has  always  been  closely 
identified  with  all  the  social  and  progressive  inter- 
ests of  Cassopolis. 

In  his  political  affiliation  our  subject  is  a 
pronounced  Democrat  and  a  most  ardent  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  oC  his  party.  Ever  inter- 
ested  in  local  and  National  issues,  he  has  been 
the  elficient  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County 
Committee.  Dr.  Kelsey  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Ancient  Free  A:  Accepted  Masons,  affili- 
ating with  Rackus  Lodge,  Kingstey  Chapter  and 
Niles  Commandery.  Our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  September  25,  1876,  with  Miss  Calista, 
daughter  of  Henry  Tietsort,  of  La  Grange  Town- 
ship, this  county.  Mrs.  Kelsey  was  one  of  the  five 
children  of  her  parents,  old-time  residents  of  the 
State.  One  son,  James  H.,  has  blessed  the  home  of 
our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife.  This  son,  a 
promising  young  man,  is  now  a  student  at  tiie 
Cassopolis  High  School,  and   has    before   him    the 


prospect  of  a  bright  future.  Worthily  performing 
the  daily  duties  of  liis  life,  given  mainly  to  the  re- 
lief of  suffering  humanity,  Dr.  Kelsey  has  well 
earned  the  esteem  and  respect  accorded  to  him  by 
all  the  residents  of  Cassopolis  and  the  surrounding 
country,  and  is  known  as  a  lilieral-spirited  citizen, 
ready  to  aid  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare. 


i>^K-<<»= 


\Fu^  UFUS  BRUNSON.  At  a  time  when  the 
m^'  present  thriving  village  of  Benton  Harbor 
ix<\  existed  only  as  a  dream  in  the  minds  of  a 
^^  few  enthusiasts,  Mr.  Brunson  came  to  the 
present  site  of  the  place  and,  purchasing  property 
here,  embarked  in  business  as  a  nurseryman  and 
fruit-grower.  Since  that  time  his  history  has  heen 
that  of  the  town,  and  he  lias  prospered  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  place  and  gained  influence  with 
its  growth.  It  may  easily  be  undei-stood  that  he 
is  deeply  interested  in  the  progress  which  it  has 
already  made  materially  and  socially,  and  his  ac- 
tive assistance  may  always  be  relied  upon  in  pro- 
jects originated  on  its  behalf. 

Born  in  Elklmrt  County,  Ind.,  June  24,  1833, 
the  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  son  of  Sterne  and 
Sarah  (Shank)  Brunson,  natives  resiieetively  of 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Pennsylvania.  On 
his  father's  side,  Mr.  Brunson  traces  his  ancestry 
to  England,  and  the  family  was  earljt  represented 
in  Connecticut,  where  Gi-andfather  Reuben  Brun- 
son was  born.  On  tlie  home  farm  in  Klkjiart 
County,  Ind.,  our  subject  grew  to  a  sturdy  and 
vigorous  manhood,  acquiring  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  "temples  of  learning"  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, but  spending  liis  lime  principally  in  aiding 
his  father  in  the  work  of  developing  and  improv- 
ing the  land. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  yeai-s,  Mr.  Brunson 
came  to  the  present  site  ^f  the  village  of  Benton 
Harbor,  where  he  purchased  seventy-six  acres, 
running  from  the  corner  of  the  present  water  basin 
to  Briltain  Avenue,  and  from  there  eighty  rods 
east.    On  this  place  he  planted  orchards  of  peaches, 
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peai-3  and  small  fruits,  and  sit  the  present  time 
i-aises  fruits  on  a*  Inrge  a  scale  ns  anyoua  in  the 
county.  Tlii-ec  and  one-lialf  acres  are  planted  to 
the  very  finest  kinds  of  strawberries,  wliicb  lie 
raises  extensively  and  ships  principally  to  Chi- 
cago. He  lias  made  of  his  business  a  science, 
studying  clos<'ly  how  to  secm-e  the  best  results 
from  every  acre  of  ground,  and  keeping  abreast 
with  every  advance  in  the  dojuain  of  horticulture. 
The  lady  who  on  the  IHtli  of  June,  1861,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Briiiison  was  Miss  Sara  J. 
Stotts,  of  Lima,  Ohio.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Stolts,  a  native  of  Hancock,  Ohio,  who  went 
to  Australia  ill  1 805,  and  has  since  resided  there. 
In  1891  he  returned  to  America  and  visited  Mrs. 
Ihunson  at  Benton  Harbor.  Three  children  were 
horn  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  lirunson: 
Sterne,  who  resides  in  Chicago;  Zoradiaand  Alvin 
n.,  who  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  In  their 
religious  belief  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Brunson  arc  Univcr- 
salists,  and  hold  membei-ship  In  the  church  of  that 
denomination  at  Benton  Harbor,  Politically,  Mr. 
Brunson  gives  his  influence  and  ballot  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  candidates  of  the  Republican  party,  of 
which  he  is  a  firm  adherent. 


--^^^I®©®!^^*^ 


'  ,j^JBSONP.  WORDEN.  Among  the  promi- 
,'lj  __  nent  furniture  dealere  in  the  thriving  little 
"^^3f  village  of  Marcellus  is  G.  P.  Worden,  who 
is  also  engaged  in  the  real-esLate  business  and  farm- 
ing. He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  15, 
1861,  to  the  marriage  of  Ira  and  Melissa  (Pro- 
boseo)  Worden,  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State, 
The  father  was  hut  a  child  when  his  parents  left 
New  York  Statu  for  Ohio,  and  he  grew  to  mature 
yeai-8  near  Cleveland.  His  youthful  days  wore 
spent  in  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  attending 
the  common  schools,  in  which  he  received  a  fair 
education.  After  his  toarriage  to  Miss  Probosco 
he  went  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich,,  and  about  1866 
engaged  in  farming.  Later,  he  embarked  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business  and  continued  in  this  bus- 


iness for  twelve  years  in  Charlotte,  Eaton  County, 
Mich.,  or  until  his  death,  January  22,  1877.  His 
wife  is  now  a  i-esident  of  Charlotte,  Mich.,  where 
tliey  made  their  home  for  many  years.  Mr,  Wor- 
den was  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  a 
man  possessed  of  an  unusual  amount  of  good 
business  acumen.  He  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chureh  for  many  years  and 
took  a  deep  interest  in  all  its  affairs.  In  his  polit- 
ical predilections  he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  ad- 
vocating the  principles  and  platform  of  that  party 
with  much  enthusiasm. 

Four  of  the  five  children  born  to  this  worthy 
couple  are  now  living:  Lizzie,  wife  of  Mr.  Van 
Tears,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  clothing 
house;  Lillian,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  at 
Schoolcraft  Mich  ■  and  Nora  who  is  a  book-keeper 
in  Charlotte  Mith  Our  subject  wai  leared  in 
Charlotte,  and  there  received  a  fair  cducttion,  at- 
tending scl  ool  until  sixteen  jeai^  of  age.  After 
this  he  was  mgiged  in  buMuess  in  Chailotte  for 
four  years  tnd  then  came  to  Marcellus  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
business.  He  staited  out  in  bus  ness  on  a  small 
scale,  his  capital  leing  about  $300  and  since  that 
time  he  has  built  up  a  very -good  business. 

He  h.as  a  lai'ge  store,  132s22  feet,  and  carries  a 
very  large  stock  of  the  very  best  goods,  lie  has 
three  hearses,  and  takes  charge  of  all  the  details  of 
funerals  entrusted  to  his  care,  supplying  crape  and 
all  the  necessaries,  while  liis  charges  are  moderate. 
He  has  coffins  and  caskets  of  all  grades,  etc.,  and 
his  perfect  knowledge  of  his  business  and  his 
pie.isant,  genial  manners  have  made  him  a  favor- 
ite with  all.  He  was  mariied  m  the  jear  1881,  to 
Miss  Ida  King,  a  native  of  Cass  County,  and  the 
daughter  of  Josiah  King,  who  was  for  many  years 
a  very  prominent  farmer  of  this  county,  Mrs. 
Worden  was  educated  in  this  county,  and  was 
a  lady  whose  many  estimable  qualities  endeared 
her  to  all.  She  died  on  the  11th  of  July,  1883, 
leaving  one  child,  Ira,  who  died  the  same  year. 

Mr,  Worden '9  second  marriage  occurred  in  1892, 
to  Miss  Kate  King,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  they 
now  have  a  very  pleasant  liome  in  this  city.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Worden  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held 
a  number  of   township  offices,   being  Township 
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Treasurer  for  two  years  and  Trustee  of  the  town 
for  some  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free 
A  Accepted  Masons  and  is  interested  in  all  their  af- 
faira.  Mr.  Worden  owns  a  farm  two  miles  from 
Marcellus,  two  hundred  and  forty  acros,  a!i  well  im- 
proved and  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He 
raises  stock  and  grain.  For  some  time  he  has  been 
interested  in  the  Worden  &,  Shellito  Addition  to 
the  village  of  Miircellus,  and  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  lots  in  the  addition  one  hundred  and 
twenty  have  been  sold.  He  has  also  been  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  selling  real  estate  and  has 
done  well  at  that  business.  Public-spirited  and 
enterprising,  he  takes  a  deej)  interest  in  anything 
that  has  for  its  object  the  growth  and  advance- 
ment of  the  town  or  county. 


SG.  ANTISOALE.  One  of  the  finest  resi- 
dences in  Benton  Harbor  is  "Oakwood 
Platie,"  which  is  beautifully  situated  on 
Micliigan  Avenue  and  commands  a  line 
view  of  the  lake.  The  well-kept  lawn  and  at- 
tmctivc  surroundings  invariably  canse  the  pass- 
er-by to  pause  in  admiration,  and  visitors  to  the 
city  are  always  shown  this  place.  In  this  charm- 
ing liome,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Antisdale  and  family  re- 
side, and  here  they  extend  a  charming  hospitality 
to  their  hosts  of  friends. 

At  present  a  real-estate  dealer  in  Benton  Har- 
bor,Mr.  Antisdale  was  I'ormerly  aresidentof  Ohio, 
and  was  born  in  Geauga  County,  that  State,  March 
19,  1830.  His  father,  George  W.  Antisdale,  was  a 
native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  July 
19,  1887,  in  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  also  named  George  W.,  and  was 
born  in  the  Empire  State.  Tlie  mother  of  our 
subject  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Sallie  Gree- 
ley, and  was  a  cousin  of  the  Tamous  Horace  Gree- 
ley. She  is  still  living,  past  eighty  yeai-s  of  age. 
Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools  of  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  and  after  completing  his  studies  he 
1  teaching,  following  that  profession  for 


a  short  time.  Afterward  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  with  success.  In- 
coming known  throughout  his  community  as  an 
enterprising  and  efficient  farmer. 

In  1869  Mr.  Antisdale  sold  his  property,  and  in 
1870  removed  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Benton 
Harbor  and  opening  a  mercantile  establishment. 
He  engaged  in  merchandising  for  eight  years.  He 
then  became  a  wliolesale  dealer  in  fruit  and  veg- 
etables. In  1887  he  Ojjcned  a  carriage  repository,  . 
and  in  addition  sold  farm  implements.  During 
the  following  year  he  erected  a  substantial  brick 
building  on  Pipestone  Street.  Jn  1891  he  sold  out 
his  mercantile  interests.  The  building  hasa  front- 
age of  forty-eight  and  one-half  feet,  is  seventy-two 
feet  deep  and  three  stories  in  height,  being  con- 
sidered one  of  the  fiuest  business  blocks  in  the  city. 
He  also  owns  a  business  house  on  West  Main  Street. 
In  politics  Mr.  Antisdale  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  for  four  terms  as  Mayor  of  Benton  Harbor. 

AlChagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  September  6, 1861,  oc- 
curred the  marriage  of  Mr.  Antisdale  with  Miss 
Miranda  Stone,  who  at  that  time  was  residing  in 
Geauga  County,  Ohio.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Stone,  of  Ohio.  She  died  in  1870,  leav- 
ing two  sons,  Nathaniel  H.,  now  residing  in  Clii- 
cago;  and  Royal  S.,  whose  home  is  in  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  The  present  wife  of  our  subject, 
with  whom  he  was  united  April  23, 1871,  was  Mrs. 
Nancy  A.  Burridge,  nee  Brunson,  an  estimable 
lady,  who  occupies  a  le.ading  position  in  the 
social  circles  of  Benton  Harbor.  Mr.  Antisdale 
served  as  President  of  the  Berrien  County  Horti- 
cultural Society  for  thirteen  consecutive yeai-s,  and 
was  President  of  the  Berrien  County  Agricultural 
Society  for  five  years.  At  this  writing  (1893) 
he  represents  Berrien  County  in  the  fruit  depart- 
ment for  the  Michigan  exhibit  in  Horticultural 
Hall  at  the  World's  Fair,  having  been  appointed  by 
the  State  Commission  to  procure  fruit  for  exhibit. 

In  this  connection  it  will  not  be  inappropriate 
to  present  in  brief  the  principal  events  in  the  life 
ofSterneBrunson,familiarly  known  as  the  "father" 
of  Benton  Harbor,  and  who  was  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Antisdale.  Bom  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1812,  he  was  the  son  of  Reuben  and  Nancy 
(Cathcart)  Brunson,  and  was  descended  from  Eng- 
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lisb  flDcesloi'S.  During  Uie  year  of  liia  birth,  the 
family  removed  to  Cindniiatt,  Ohio,  where  they 
reraaiiieii  foi-  tlirce  years.  From  that  city  they 
pioceedod  to  Wayne  County,  Jnd.,  and  made  that 
their  home  for  three  years,  the  father  beinjf  en- 
gage! in  the  nui-sery  business  and  also  as  a  fruit- 
grower. From  Wayne  County  tlie  family  removed 
to  Kllchart,  Ind.,  where  they  resided  iiutil  1859. 

In  1859  Sterne  liruiison  come  to  tlie  present 
site  of  ISenton  Harbor,  and  soon  after  his  arrival 
conceived  the  idea  of  building  a  town  on  ttie  east 
side  of  the  St.  Joseph  River,  and  of  cutting  a  canal 
from  tiie  river  to  tlie  present  site  of  Benton  Har- 
bor, lie  originated  and  organized  tlie  niovemcnl, 
and  through  liissole  instrumentality  the  canal  was 
put  through,  and  the  town  was  given  the  name  of 
Itrunson  Haritor,  tlie  name  being  subsequently 
changed  to  lienton  Harbor.  Later  he  retired  and 
gave  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  care  of  tlie 
property  he  Imd  accumulated.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  public  spirit,  in  politics  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  served  as  Mayor  of  Denton  Harbor.  He  do- 
nated the  lot  where  the  Central  School  now  stands, 
and  aided  every  movement  which  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  improvement  of  the  place.  Socially,  he 
was  identified  with  ISenton  Ixidge  No.  '  132, 
I.  O.  0.  F. 

April  27,  1820,  B[r.  Urunson  married  Miss  S.T,- 
rali,  daughter  of  Jolin  Shanlt,  a  native  of  I'ennsyl- 
vania,  wiio  died  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  ISrunson  became  the  parents  of  six  cliildren, 
as  follows:  Lewis,  deceased;  John,  Nancy  A.,  Rii- 
fus,  Allen  and  Hoi-ace,  the  latter  being  a  resident 
ol'  Chicago,  In  their  religious  belief,  tlie  parents 
were  members  of  the  Universalisl  Church.  Mr. 
Rrunson  passed  away  in  April,  1878,  at  the  home 
of  his  only  daughter,  Mrs.  Antisdale.  His  widow 
survived  him  for  a  number  of  years,  and  died  in 
August,  1886.  at  Mrs.  Antisdale's  home. 

Nancy  A.  (Brunson)  Antisdalc  was  bom  in 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  on  the  28th  of  October,  1830, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  hterne  and  Sarah  (Sliank) 
Ilrunson.  December  8,  1849,  she  married  Alvin 
Burridge,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  son  of  John 
Burridge,  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burridge  moved  to  Benton  Harbor  in  1862, 
and  here  he  was  engaged  for  a  number  of  years  in 


genemi  mei-chandising  and  fruit-growing.  He  was 
lost  on  Lake  Michigan  on  the  morning  of  the  8th 
of  September,  1868,  at  the  time  of  the  sinking  of 
t!ic  steamer  "Ilypocainpus."  Of  liis  marriage  four 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  Nettie,  wife  of  W. 
B.  Clark,  of  Benton  Harbor;  Clarabelle,  deceased; 
Lewis  T.,  a  merchant  in  this  city;  and  Nellie  M., 
wife  of  Charles  D.  Cole,  a  commission  mercliantof 
Cliicago,  beluga  member  of  the  firm  of  L.  H.  Smith 
A  Co, 


&#^- 


jABRKN  L.  IIOGUE.  One  of  the  success- 
ful enterprises  of  Benton  Harbor  is  the 
boot  and  shoe  and  gents'  furnishing  house 
of  which  Mr,  Ilogue  is  the  owner  and  manager,  A 
practical  and  experienced  merchant,  he  is  careful 
in  the  selection  of  his  stock  so  as  to  secure  the 
best  quality  in  all  lines,  and  having  always  con- 
ducted iiis  business  upon  reliable  methods,  main- 
tains a  high  reputation  among  the  people  of  this 
vicinity. 

Tmcing  his  ancestry  back  a  few  generations,  we 
find  that  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
Ilogue,  was  born  in  England  and  there  learned  the 
traile  of  a  tailor.  Soon  after  tlie  close  of  tlie  Rev- 
olutionary War  he  emigrated  to  America  and  set- 
tled in  Pennsylv.inia,  also  for  a  time  resided  in 
Youngstown,  Ohio.  William  U.  Hogue,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Sarah 
(Kyle)  ilogue,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Kyle.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Virgin- 
ian by  biitli  and  early  settled  in  Ohi<i,  becoming  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Youngstown. 

Warren  L.  was  born  in  Mercer  Connty,  Pa,,  on 
the  17tli  of  April,  I8i5,  and  was  a  lad  of  almost 
ten  yeai'S  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Pipestone  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  where  his  father  still  i-esidcs,  having 
now  (I8il3)  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one.  After  completing  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  Mr.  Hogue  took  * 
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business  coui'se  in  Watkins'  select  school  in  Ber- 
rien County,  where  he  remained  for  eighteen 
months.  Subsequently  lie  went  to  Niles,  where  he 
filled  a  clerioftl  position  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Jones 
for  a  period  of  two  years. 

Mr.  Ilogue  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Tompkins, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  8,  18C8.  Mrs.  Hogue 
is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Harris) 
Tompkins,  natives  of  London,  England,  while  she 
was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Some  years  after  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Hogne  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  and 
in  1877  formed  a  partnership  with  L.  L.  Clark  in 
the  grocery  business.  One  year  later  Sir.  Clark 
sold  his  interest  to  John  Herr  and  the  business 
was  for  four  yeai-s  conducted  under  the  title  of 
Hogue  A  Herr.  In  1885,  Mr.  Hogue  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  the  establishment  and  embarked  in 
his  present  business,  in  which  he  has  met  with  suc- 
cess. 

During  the  years  1890-91,  Mr.  Hogue  served  as 
President  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Building  &  Loan 
Association,  of  wliich  he  was  one  of  tlie  organi- 
zers and  is  a  Director  at  the  present  time.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  occupy  a  cozy  and  attractive 
home  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Brunson  Ave- 
nues, and  their  position  in  social  circles  is  the 
highest.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Hogue  is  identified  with 
Benton  Lodge  No.  132, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  his  polit- 
ical belief  he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  Republican 


J^  OHN  M.  ALLMENDINGER.  In  a  city  of 
I'  the  rapid  growth  and  development  of  Ben- 
I  ton  Harbor,  the  importance  of  the  line  of 
^  industry  in  which  John  M.  Allmendinger 
is  engaged  cannot  be  over-estimated.  To  the 
contractor  and  builder  in  effect,  conjointly  with 
the  architect,  belongs  the  task  of  im|>arting  to  the 
city  that  appearance  of  solidity,  wealth,  refinement 
and  comfort  which  at  once  stamps  its  citizens  as 
progressive  and  enterprising. 

Mr.  Allmendinger  is  a  native  of  Montgomery 


County,  N.  Y.,  born  June  3,  1845,  and  the  son  of 
John  M.  and  Mary  M.  (Frank)  Allmendinger,  both 
natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  who  were  mar- 
ried in  Germany  before  coming  to  the  United 
States,  some  time  in  1845.  After  residing  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  for  some  time,  Mr.  All- 
mendinger moved  to  near  Little  Falls,  Herkimer 
County,  the  same  .State.  There  our  subject  at- 
tained his  growth  and  i-eccived  his  education. 
When  very  young  John  M.  started  out  to  earn  his 
own  living.  In  1867  he  came  to  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  where  he  taught  school  one  winter.  He 
first  located  in  Michigan  in  1867,  and  shortly  att«r 
finishing  his  term  of  school  he  began  contracting 
in  pile-driving,  when  he  built  the  foundation  for 
tlie  Life  Saving  Station  at  Benton  Harbor.  Ho 
erected  the  docks  in  Benton  Harbor  and  St.  Jo- 
seph for  E.  A.  Graham,  also  for  the  Vandalia 
Railroad,  and  was  engaged  in  dredging  for  the 
same  road  some  time.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
heavy  foundation  buildingand  erected  the  founda- 
tion for  the  Benton  Harbor  Mills,  also  for  several 
bridges  for  the  Chicago  ik  West  Michigan  Rail- 
road in  the  State,  some  at  a  cost  of  $40,000.  Mr. 
Allmendinger  has  done  much  contracting  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State,  and  at  tiie  present  time 
(1893)  is  engaged  in  the  construction  of  heavy 
docks  in  Benton  Harbor  and  Si.  Joseph. 

In  1892,  Mr.  Allmendinger  built  the  Allmendin- 
ger Hotel,  a  fine  three-storj-  brick,  well  furnished 
and  now  doing  a  good  business.  This  he  rents. 
Mr.  Allmendinger's  first  marriage  occurred  in 
1868,  and  in  1885  he  was  married  to  his  present 
wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Georgianna,  daugh- 
ter of  Almanza  and  Laura  (Brunson)  Hamlin. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  the  last  marriage, 
John  M.,  Jr.,  and  Vere  H.  In  politics,  our  sub- 
ject has  ever  been  a  warm  supporterof  Republican 
principles,  and  was  Trustee  of  Benton  Harbor  two 
terms.  He  was  also  Harbor  Mastoi'  two  years,  Al- 
derman of  the  Third  Ward  one  year,  and  then 
resigned.  He  is  publie-spirited  to  an  unlimited 
degree,  and  no  worthy  enterprise  is  allowed  to  fail 
for  want  of  support  on  hia  part.  Socially,  he  is  a 
Mason,  a  member  of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  2t»8; 
Calvin  Brittain  Chapter  at  St.  .Joseph,  and  Malta 
Commaudery  No,   44,  Benton   Harbor.     His  resi- 
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dence  is  situated  on  Lineoin  Avenue,  Renton  Har- 
bor, and  is  in  a  very  desirable  lowition.  As  a  bus- 
iness man  Mr.  Ailmendinger  lias  boon  a  success. 
From  the  start  liis  exceptional  business  abilities, 
liis  reliability  and  promptness  in  carrying  out  his 
undertakings,  and  tlie  libei-ai  methods  he  adu[itcd 
in  <IoaIing  with  the  public,  secui'ed  for  bim  wide 
recognition  and  an  influential  patronage. 


[/  AMES  F.  HIGItEE,  a  retired  fanner  residing 
n  lienton  Harbor,  was  born  in  ISenton  Town- 
^^lll  ship,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  May  7,1818. 
1^^  He  is  descended  from  the  English  nobility 
and  traces  his  lineage  in  a  direct  line  to  the  Prince 
of  Orange.  His  grandfather,  James  Iligbee,  was 
a  native  of  New  York,  where  bis  father,  who  was 
likewiae  named  James,  was  born  and  reared.  The 
hitter  married  Mary  Finton,  and,  coming  West  to 
Michigan,  resided  here  until  his  death. 

At  the  age  of  nine  years  our  subject  aouompa 
nied  his  parents  to  lierrien  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  acquired  a  praeticil  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  also  attended  the  Nilcs  High  School 
for  six  months,  lu  the  spring  of  183^  he  wentto 
Louisa  County,  Iowa,  where  he  turned  ttie  first 
furrows  in  the  virgin  soil.  During  the  summer 
he  engaged  in  bi-ealdng  prairie  land  at  $3  per  acre, 
and  in  tiie  winter  taught  school,  being  thus  occu- 
pied for  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1841  he  re- 
turned to  Michigan  and  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm  in  Berrien  County,  remaining  on  the  \^]^^^e 
until  March,  1886,  when  ho  retired  from  agricul- 
ture and  came  to  Hcnton  Harbor.  Since  that  time 
he  has  engaged  as  a  dealer  in  real  estate.  In  1887 
he  erected  the  Higbee  Hotel,  which  is  a  line  brick 
structure  containing  all  the  modern  conveniences. 
With  tlie  various  interests  connected  with  the 
growth  of  Berrien  County  Mr.  Higl>ee  was  actively 
interested.  He  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  superintend  the  construction  of  tlie 
lienton  Harbor  Canal  and  rendered  efficient  service 
in  digging  it.     Ill  politics  he  is  a  strong  Republi- 

13 


can,  and  gives  his  iniiuence  to  the  good  of  his 
party.  In  regard  to  social  connections  he  is  identi- 
fied with  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
With  his  wife  he  holds  membership  in  the  Chris- 
tian Church  of  Kenton  Harbor,  and  is  active  in  the 
promotion  of  all  religious  enterprises.  His  resi- 
dence is  located  on  the  corner  of  Brittain  Avenue 
and  Heck  Court,  and  is  an  elegant  two-story 
structure,  erected  in  1889  and  containing  all  the 
modern  improvements, 

[n  Iowa,  September  30,  1841,  Mr.  Higbee  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Lewin,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years  removed  to  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  with  her  parents,  John  A.  and  Sa- 
loam  Lewin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higbee  are  the  parents 
of  nine  children:  Amanda  M.,  wife  of  William 
Hill;  Mary  A.,  who  married  W,  H.  Pike,  and  is 
deceased;  John  Calvin;  Nancy  Jane,  the  wife  of 
George  D.  Thompson;  Emily  IL,  the  wife  of 
James  M.  Cunningham;  Ida  J.,  who  married  Henry 
C,  Lane;  Eliza,  deceased;  Capitola  L.,  Mrs,  James 
G.  Phillii>s;  and  Perry,  deceased,  Mrs.  Higbee 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Iowa,  and  acquired 
a  good  English  education.  She  lias  reared  a  lai^e 
family  of  children,  and  has  proved  herself  to  be  a 
most  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  it  may  here  be 
said  that  much  of  the  success  of  her  husband  is 
due  lo  her  good  judgment  and  persevering  efforts 
in  aiding  him  in  his  undertakings.  After  a  wedded 
life  of  over  a  lialf-century  they  can  look  back  over 
the  past  with  that  degree  of  satisfaction  which  is 
only  characteristic  of  a  life  well  spent. 

In  November,  1841,  Mr.  Iligbee  broughtiiis  wife 
to  his  farm  in  the  woods  of  Benton  Township, 
Berrien  County,  and  they  commenced  housekeej}- 
ing  in  a  log  cabin  without  a  dollar  on  hand.  They 
had  to  go  in  debt  for  provisions  enough  to  carry 
them  through  the  coming  year.  F'iour  and  pork 
were  very  high,  and  store  goods  equally  so,  Mr. 
Higbee  commenced  to  clear  up  the  land,  which  was 
a  very  hard  and  laborious  task.  The  first  crop  con- 
sisted of  one  acre  planted  to  potatoes,  on  which  he 
raised  four  hundred  bushels,  selling  them  the  next 
spring  at  il  per  bushel;  from  threeand  one-fourth 
acres  of  corn  he  raised  about  two  hundred  bushels, 
which  he  sold  for  seventy-five  cents  per  bushel;' 
he  also  raised  about  fifteen  bushels  of  spring  wheat. 
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The  first  year's  crop,  hy  rigid  economy,  enabled 
Mr,  lligbee  to  pay  off  his  debts  and  leave  a,  tMilance 
of  about  ^260.  We  mention  tiiese  facts  of  the 
early  days  more  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
present  and  future  generations  the  hardships  and 
privations  which  the  pioneers  endured  in  order  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  our  present  prosperity  and 
greatness  as  a  nation.  Too  much  credit  cannot 
be  given  to  the  brave  men  and  noble  women  of 
the  pioneer  period  of  our  country's  history.  Few 
citizens  of  Benton  Harbor  have  been  more  closely 
connected  with  its  growth  than  the  venerable  man 
of  wliom  wc  write.  He  served  as  the  first  Treas- 
urer of  the  township,  and  held  that  olfice  for  sev- 
eral terms.  He  also  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  several  terms.  Often  he  was  the  incumbent 
of  three  or  four  oHicial  positions  at  the  same  time, 
and  he  is  still  a  Notary  Public, 

It  was  Mr.  lligbee  who  purc)>ased  the  ground 
and  erected  the  buildings  where  was  held  the  first 
Agricultural  Fair  of  Berrien  County,  and  for  four 
successive  terms  he  was  President  of  the  Board  of 
Directoi-s.  The  grand  success  of  the  Fair  was  due 
to  his  efforts  more  than  to  those  of  any  other  man. 
During  the  early  yeara  of  the  settlement  of  Michi- 
gan, bears  and  wolves  were  very  bold  and  trouble- 
some, devouring  stock  of  every  kind.  Mr.  Higbee 
caught  the  ring  leader  in  a  trap  and  tlio  other 
wolves  then  left  the  country.  In  early  life  lie  en- 
joyed the  aport  of  hunting,  and  often  tells  of  his 
first  experience  in  shooting  deer.  After  he  had 
fired  the  shot  and  seen  the  deer  fall,  he  jumped 
upon  the  prostrate  animal  and  commenced  to  cut 
its  throat.  Before  he  had  done  so,  however,  the 
deer  brought  up  its  hind  feet  and  caught  them  in 
the  side  of  Mr.  Higbee's  clothing,  tearing  his  gar- 
ments to  shreds.  While  the  experience  was  a  lit- 
tle painful,  yel  to  him  the  suffering  was  of  far  less 
moment  tlian  the  important  question  of  how  to 
reach  home  minus  any  clothing.  The  difficulty 
was  solved  by  the  discovery  of  some  thorns,  which 
he  used  for  pins. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  history  of  Michi- 
gan, Indians  were  troublesome.  In  1838  one  of 
the  Pottawatamie  tribe  stole  Mr.  Higbee's  rifie, 
and  our  subject,  with  his  brother  Tyler,  started  in 
pursuit  of  the  thief.     Leaving  home  about  day- 


break, they  went  to  the  Chief  and  laid  their  com- 
plaint before  him  and  gave  him  a  description  of 
the  gun.  He  stated  that  one  of  his  tribe  had  been 
there  the  previous  night,  carrying  a  gun  of  that 
description.  The  Chief  had  noticed  it  at  the 
time  and,  as  he  knew  the  man  had  no  money, 
had  shrewdly  suspected  that  the  rifle  was  a  stolen 
one.  lie  supplied  our  subject  and  his  brother 
with  a  pilot  and  interpreter,  and  the  little  party 
traveled  through  snow  nearly  three  feet  deep  to 
the  camp  of  the  Indians,  reaching  their  destina- 
tion about  daik.  The  thief  was  found  and  the 
gun  restored.  The  three  men,  having  had  noth- 
ing to  eat  duriug  the  day,  then  looked  around  for 
some  food.  They  found  a  tent  a  little  cleaner  in 
appearance  than  the  others  and  occupied  by  two 
squaws,  who  furnished  them  with  some  cakes 
fried  in  raccoon  oil,  coffee,  cornbread  and  hominy, 
which  the  hungry  men  ate  with  a  relish  and  con- 
sidered delicious. 


Jfi  AMES  M.  CHAPMAN,  familiarly  known  to 
jl  a  large  circle  of  old-time  friends  as  "Deacon 
||  Chaimian,"  came  to  Michigan  in  1844,  and 
'J  has  for  almost  a  half  century  been  an  ener- 
ergetic  and  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Newburg 
Township,  Cass  County.  Our  subject  is  a  native 
of  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  the  ye.ir 
1818.  He  received  an  excellent  common-sciiool 
education  in  his  birthplace,  and,  his  studies  ended, 
taught  school.  James  M.  was  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children, six  of  whom  survived  to  maturitj'. 
The  eldest-born,  Amorj',  died  in  Cass  County  in 
1892.  Samuel  was  a  resident  of  the  county  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Lemuel  makes  his  home  in 
Plainwell,  Mich.  Levi  died  in  Ohio.  Eugenia  is 
married,  and  lives  in  Antrim  County,  Mich.  The 
parents, Levi  and  Lucinda  (Turner)  Chapman,  were 
of  New  England  birth.  The  father  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  the  mother  in  New  Hampshire.  The 
Chapmans  are  of  English  descent,  but  Reuben 
Chapman,  the  paternal  grandfather,  wpS  yndoubt- 
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eHly  a  native  of  Connecticut.  One  of  his  sons, 
an  uncle  of  our  suhjeist,  took  an  active  part  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

In  1843  Mr.  Chapman  was  married  in  Ohio,  and 
lite  succeeding  year,  eaily  in  the  spring,  journeyed 
with  his  wife  to  the  then  far  West.  The  entire 
possessions  of  the  husband  and  wife  were  loaded 
into  one  wagon,  and  by  slow  stages  they  arrived 
safely  at  their  destination.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chap- 
man settled  down  in  the  dense  woods  of  Michigan, 
and  in  common  with  the  other  pioneer  farmers 
suffered  many  privations.  To  make  his  heavily 
timbered  Iniid  productive,  our  subject  was  obliged 
to  toil  early  and  late,  but  industry  and  persever- 
anfC  enabled  him  to  overcome  difficulties  and  win 
a  competence.  The  homestead  upon  which  he  now 
resides,  and  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, lias  been  the  constant  residence  of  the  family 
since  August,  1844.  The  old  farm  contains  one 
hundred  and  sixty  valuable  acres,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  his  son,  Mr.  Chapman  owns  an  eighty- 
acre  tract  a  short  distance  north  of  the  home  place. 
Two  sons  comprised  the  family  of  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  helpmate,  Harvey,  the  eldest,  a 
promising  young  man,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  Frank  Chapman  is  a  representative  citi- 
zen, an  excellent  business  man,  and  is  a  native  of 
Uass  County.  After  the  location  of  Mr.  Chapman 
in  Michigan,  three  of  his  brothei-a  followed  hisex- 
ample  and  made  this  !State  their  home.  Men  of 
usefulness  and  intelligence,  they  readily  adapted 
themselves  to  the  demands  ot  a  new  country  and 
occupied  positions  of  influence. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  stalwart  Uepublican, 
and  cast  bis  first  vote  for  W.  H.  Harrison,  A  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  he  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  local  and  National  issues,  and  served 
with  efficiency  as  Supervisor  of  Newburg  Town- 
ship for  fourteen  consecutive  years.  Bunng  this 
entire  time  he  was  unwearied  m  his  efforts  to  pro- 
mote needed  public  improvements,  and,  an  enter- 
prising man,  materially  aided  in  the'  progressive 
interests  of  the  township.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chapman  early  identified  themselves  with  thecausc 
of  Christianity,  and  have  always  been  numbered 
among  the  workera  in  religious  enterprise.  They 
Jire  membe(-s  gf   the  llaptist  Cliurthi  in  which  Mr, 


Chapman  has  held  the  office  of  Deacon  for  a  great 
number  of  yeara.  Throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  Cass  County  our  subject  is  well  known 
and  respected  for  his  sincerity  and  upright  char- 
acter. 


¥JLUAM  GARRETr.  A  native  son  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  born  in  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty in  1844,  Mr. , Garrett  has  long  been 
identified  with  all  the  best  interests  of  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  whither  he  came  with  his  parents  when  but 
a  few  years  old.  Naturally  his  adopted  State  is 
the  one  in  which  he  has  the  most  interest,  for  all 
his  recollections  are  of  this  State.  IJe  is  a  descend- 
ant of  Irish  ancestors,  and  has  inherited  the  quick 
wit  and  energy  characteristic  of  those  born  on  the 
green  isle  of  Erin.  At  the  present  time  he  is  re- 
siding on  section  1,  Silver  Creek  Township,  and 
has  a  very  pleasant  rural  home. 

His  father,  John  Garrett,  was  a  native  of  County 
Down,  Ireland,  born  in  1799,  and  there  grew  to  ma- 
ture years,  receiving  a  good  education  in  the  land 
of  his  birth.  At  an  early  age  he  began  life  as  an 
agriculturist,  and  made  his  home  with  an  aunt 
who  had  reared  him.  Thinking  to  better  his  con- 
dition in  every  way,  young  Garrett  emigrated  to 
the  United  St-ites  in  1820,  and  located  with  an 
elder  brother  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  His  means  were 
limited  when  he  reached  American  soil,  and  his 
fli-st  work  was  done  in  a  distillery  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio.  While  residing  in  that  county  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Rosa  Petttcrew,  a  cultured 
and  refined  lady,  and  in  that  county  their  chil- 
dren were  born. 

Mr.  Garrett  was  engaged  in  the  distillery  busi- 
ness for  many  years,  after  which  he  bought  a  farm 
and  resided  on  this  for  some  time,  or  until  1848, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan.  Cass  County  was  the 
objective  point,  and  hesettled  in  La  Gi'ange  Town- 
ship, but  never  invested  in  land  there.  Later  he 
went  to  Van  Buren  County,  purehased  a  good 
farm,  and  resided  on  this  until  his  death  in  1862. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  1878,     They  were  most 
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worthy  and  esteemed  citizens,  and  liad  many  warm 
friends  in  the  community  in  whieb  they  made  ttieir 
lioftie.  Mr.  Garrett  was  a  self-made  man  in  every 
sense  of  that  term,  and  what  he  accumulated  in 
the  way  of  this  world's  goods  was  the  result  of 
energy  and  perseverance.  In  politics,  he  had  al- 
ways alliliated  with  the  Democratic  parly. 

Like  the  average  country  boy,  our  subject  at- 
tended the  district  school  in  winter,  and  during 
the  summer  season  bis  place  was  between  the  han- 
dles of  the  plow.  He  thus  grew  to  sturdy  man- 
hood. He  selected  his  companion  in  life  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Susan,  Hutchinson,  a  native  of 
Franklin  County,  Ind,,  and  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Frances  (Sani]json)  Hutchinson,  botb 
natives  of  Knglaiid.  To  our  suhjett  and  wife  were 
horn  six  children,  as  follows:  Margaret  (commonly 
called  Margie),  Frank,  Nellie,  Fannie,  Willard,  and 
James  U.  Unlike  his  father,  our  subject  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  its  pint- 
form  and  principles.  Almost  immediately  after 
his  marriage  Mr.  Garrett  moved  on  the  pleasant 
farm  of  ninety  acres  lliat  he  had  previously  bought, 
and  on  this  he  has  since  remained.  Ail  his  farm- 
ing operations  are  conducted  in  a  manner  showing 
him  to  be  progressive  and  advanced  in  his  Ideas, 
and  his  home  is  a  credit  to  the  townsbip.  In  till- 
ing the  soil  Mr.  Garrett  does  not  lose  sight  of  the 
stock-raising  industry,  and  has  many  fine  animals 
on  his  place.  Ho  and  wife  are  highly  regarded  in 
the  neighborhood  and  are  most  worthy  citizens. 


[)  ACOB  BUliRIDGE.  One  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  lientoii  Harbor  is  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  notice.  His  popularity  is 
evinced  by  tlie  large  eii-cle  of  acquaintances 
he  possesses,  all  of  wliom  bear  tribute  to  the  nobil- 
ity of  his  character.  For  a  nmnber  of  years  Mr. 
Buvridge  has  been  engaged  in  raising  fruit,and 
now  owns  one  of  the  finest  and  most  highly-im- 
]iroved  fruit  farms  in  Berrien  County.     Being  lo- 


cated only  three  and  one-half  miles  from  the  city 
of  Benton  Harbor,  it  is  convenient  to  the  market, 
and  can  also  be  personally  superintended  by  the 
owner  from  his  home  in  the  town. 

The  Green  Mountain  State  was  tbe  early  home 
of  Mr.  liurridge  and  he  was  born  in  that  State,  in 
the  town  of  Braintree,  Orange  County,  on  the  251Il 
of  September,  1825.  His  father,  Jacob,  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  Vermont,  where  Grandfather  Ja- 
cob Burridge  had  made  a  settlement  upon  emi- 
grating from  England.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sallie  Kpear  and  was 
born  in  Vermont,  her  ancestor  having  emigrated 
to  this  country  from  Scotland.  With  the  thrift 
and  probity  cliuracleristic  of  Scotcb  people,  our 
subject  combines  the  jwrseve ranee  and  determina- 
tion of  the  English,  and  these  ti-aits  have  coulrih- 
uted  largely  to  his  success. 

The  record  of  the  childlioo<1  of  Mr.  Burridge  is 
a  simple  one.  The  winters  were  [)assed  in  the 
school,  where  lie  was  fitted  for  actual  contact  witli 
the  business  world,  and  the  summer  reasons  were 
s|jent  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  early  learned 
lessonsof  industry.  After  leaving  school, he  com- 
menced to  work  on  tbe  railroad,  and  continued 
thus  engaged  for  a  jieriod  of  seven  years.  In 
1854  he  removed  to  the  site  of  the  present  large 
and  prosperous  city  of  Winona,  Minn.,  and  he  be- 
came one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  place,  where 
for  a  time  he  followed  farming  pursuits,  and  later 
was  the  proprietor  of  an  hotel  for  seven  years. 

lu  1865  Mr.  Burridge  came  to  Benton  Harbor 
and  purchased  a  farm  three  and  oue-half  miies 
from  the  city,  which  he  still  owns.  The  place  con- 
sists of  Ihirty-six  acres  and  upon  it  he  raises  the 
very  finest  grades  of  peaches,  apples  and  peai'S. 
In  addition  to  the  farm,  he  is  the  owner  of  a  sub- 
stantial business  block  in  Benton  Harbor.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  an  outspoken  advocate  of  the 
Democratic  p^rty,  and  favors  all  measures  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  progress  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men. He  resides  in  the  cily,  where  he  has  a  pleas- 
antand  cozily  furnished  home  at  No.  185  Belle- 
view  Street,  The  lady  who  presides  over  this 
home  with  an  ever-gracious  hospitality  was  for- 
merly Miss  Olive  Sargent,  of  Canada.  She  was 
the  daughter  of    Benjamin  Sargent,  a  native  of 
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Maine  and  a  descendant  of  English  ancestors,  who 
emigrated  fi'om  Great  Britain  in  an  early  day  and 
settled  in  tlie  State  of  Maine.  The  marringe  of 
Mr.  Biirridge  to  Miss  Sargent  was  solemnised  in 
1856  and  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  sons,  in 
the  loss  of  whom  bj'  death  this  worthy  eouple 
suffered  «n  irreparable  loss. 


»-i=*l<*^-;rTB- 
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^ILLIAM  FLOOD  (<leceascd}.  The  p:n)er- 
aid  Isle  has  bequeathed  to  America  some 
of  lier  best  citizens,  and  it  is  to  her  tliat 
Berrien  County  was  indebt«d  for  its  representative 
agrieultnrist,  William  Flood.  This  gentleman  wns 
born  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  but  for  mam 
years  prior  to  his  death  was  a  resident  of  Berrien 
Connly,  Mioli.,  where  lie  attained  an  enviable  rup 
utation.  In  condneling  his  farming  operations 
he  brought  his  good  sensaand  his  practical  views 
to  liuar,  and  as  a  result  accumnlatcd  a  fair  slinre  of 
tliis  world's  goods.  In  him  tiie  community  had  a 
faithful  and  unswerving  friend,  ever  alert  toser\i, 
its  best  interests  and  generous  in  his  contributions 
toward  every  movement  tending  lo  the  general 
advanrement. 

He  grow  to  manhood  in  his  native  oonntry  and 
for  many  yeare  was  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil 
there.  I^ter  he  married  Miss  Rose  Lynch  and 
while  still  a  resident  of  Ii-eland  fonr  children  were 
born  to  his  union.  About  this  time  many  of  his 
countrymen  wei-e  emigrating  to  America,  and  their 
praises  of  the  fertile  soil  of  the  United  States 
roused  him  to  such  a  pitch  that  in  1847  hecrossed 
with  his  family  lo  America.  Almost  immediately 
after  reaching  this  country  they  eame  to  Michigan 
and  located  in  Berrien  County,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  This  was 
all  heavily  timbered  but  with  the  help  of  his  chil- 
dren Mr.  Flood  cleared  his  place,  erected  good, 
substantial  buildings,  and  began  his  career  as  an 
agriculturist. 

After  reaching  the  Ifiiited  States  sis  more  chil- 
dren were  born  to  our  subject's  marriage.  The 
first  four,  Patrick,  John, Mary  and  Ann,  were  bom 


in  Ireland,  and  Kate,  Jane,  James,  Ellen,  Rose  and 
Thomas  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the  ITnited 
States.  The  two  younger  boys,  James  and  Thomas, 
have  managed  the  farm  since  the  death  of  the  fa- 
tlier  in  1873,  and  have  bought  and  sold  several 
farms  in  the  last  few  years.  They  are  wide-awake, 
thorough -going  young  agriculturists,  and  inherit 
the  energy,  enterprise  and  wit  of  the  sons  of  Ire- 
land. The  above-mentioned  children  are  public 
spirited  and  take  a  deep  interest  in  all  enterprises 
that  have  for  their  object  the  upbuilding  of  Ber- 
rien County. 

Mr.  Flood  was  an  honest,  hard-working  man, 
and  what  he  gathered  together  of  this  world's 
goods  was  the  lesull  of  yeare  of  economy  and 
haid  woik  An  earnest  farmer  himself,  he  reared 
hi«  children  to  a  life  of  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
at  his  death  left  them  a  name  untarnished  by  any 
dishonest  ot  lepreheusible  act.  He  was  a  kind 
and  loving  husband  and  father,  devoted  to  the 
inteiesta  of  his  fimily,  and  at  all  times  did  all  in 
his  powei  to  build  up  and  improve  the  county  in 
geneiil  and  his  own  neighborhood  in  particular. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  his  sons  arc  lib- 
cnl  in  then  political  views,  and  are  classed  among 
the  representative  citizens.  Mrs.  flood  ever  en- 
deavored to  prove  a  worthy  helpmate  to  her  hus- 
band in  gaining  a  much-coveted  home.  Now 
she  is  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  will 
pass  ber  declining  years  in  peace  and  happiness. 
She  resides  on  the  old  home  place  with  James  and 
Thomas,  is  well  preserved  for  her  years,  and  is  en- 
joying comparatively  good  health. 


^^EORGE  M.  BKLL,  M.  D.,of  Benton  Harbor, 
III  ~—  has  won  a  foremost  position  among  the 
v^;^  physicians  and  surgeons  of  southwestern 
Michigan,  where  his  eminent  abilities  and  broad 
knowledge  are  universally  recognized  and  .ad- 
mired. He  is  one  of  the  most  devoted  disciples 
of  the  science  of  therapeutics,  and  has  not  only 
won  from  his  profession  the  laurels  of  success,  but 
has  also  been  instrumental  in  effecting  its  advance- 
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ment.  His  studies  Uave  been  long  and  thoroiigli, 
and  it  has  ever  been  his  aim  to  Iceep  abreast  witli 
every  advance  made  in  the  profession. 

The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was 
bom  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  in  Milton,  Halton 
County,  September  19,  1848,  being  the  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  (Teetzel)  Bell.  He  resided  in  Can- 
ada during  liis  childhood  years,  and  there  received 
his  elementary  instruction.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  after 
completing  his  literary  studies, commenced  to  read 
medicine  with  his  brother.  Dr.  John  Bell,  of  Ben- 
ton Harbor.  In  1869  he  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  there  pursued  his  studies  with  ardor  and  per- 
severance. In  the  spring  of  1870  he  was  grad- 
uated from  that  institution,  and  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  him.  Dur- 
ing the  following  year,  he  tooli  a  ooui-se  of  lectures 
at  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  there.  The  winter  of  1874-75he  spent 
in  New  York  City,  graduating  from  Belle vue 
Hospital  Medical  College. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  tliat  Dr.  Bell  has  had  every 
advantage  which  thorough  training  can  give.  He 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  and  has  since  conducted  a  general 
practice  in  this  city,  giving  especial  attention  to 
the  diseases  of  children.  He  is  at  present  tilling 
the  position  of  Surgeon  for  the  Big  Four  Railroad, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Ex- 
aminers. Dr.  Bel!  and  his  brother,  Dr.  John  Bell, 
own  and  carry  on  a  large  drug  store  in  Benton 
Harbor.  In  his  social  relations,  the  Doctor  is  a 
Mason,  being  a  member  of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No. 
298,  and  Calvin  Brittain  Chapter  No.  56,  at  St. 
Joseph.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Kniglits  of 
Honor  and  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees.  In  bis 
political  opinions,  he  is  a  thoughtful  student  of 
the  issues  of  tlie  day,  and  gives  his  influence  to 
the  principles  of  Democracy. 

The  lady  wliom  Dr.  Bell  married  in  May,  1876, 
and  who  since  that  time  has  been  the  affectionate 
helpmate  of  her  husband,  was  formerly  Miss  Anna, 
Nichols,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Edgar  and  Anna 
Nichols,  formerly  from  ■  the  State  of  New  York. 
Mrs.  Bell  was  born  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  has 


passed  her  life  princii)ally  in  Michigan,  being  well 
known  and  highly  regarded  in  the  social  circles  of 
Berrien  County.  The  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bell 
lias  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  Jolin,  Jr. 


0;,ELSON  G.  KENNEDY.  The  village  of 
}j  Benton  Harbor  is  the  home  of  a  large  num- 
i)  ber  of  professional  men,  who  by  their  skill 
and  success  have  added  not  only  to  the  lustre  of 
their  names,  but  also  to  the  fame  of  the  place. 
Among  the  prominent  legal  pi-actitioners  who 
have  gained  established  reputations  for  braadtb  of 
knowledge,  accuracy  and  shrewd  discernment,  may 
be  mentioned  Mr.  Kennedy,  wlio  conducts  a  gen- 
eral practice  in  tlie  courts  of  the  county. 

Himself  a  native  of  Michigan,  our  subject  is  tlio 
son  of  Russell  Kennedy,  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  removed  in  1847,  to  Illinois  and  located  in 
Will  County,  Subsequently  he  returned  to  liis 
former  home  in  Michigan  and  passed  away  at  St. 
Joseph  in  I8C4.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Lodem-i  I  Smith,  wis  boi  n  in  ISew  York, 
and  now  makes  hei  home  in  St  Joseph,  Midi.  The 
Smith  family  ougimted  m  Holland,  while  the 
Kennedys  trace  then  ancLSti\  to  Scotland 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  giew  to  manhood  in 
Will  Countj,  III  wliithei  he  was  taken  by  his 
parents  it  the  age  of  two  yeais  He  wis  educated 
in  the  schools  at  Joliet,  III  In  1862  he  returned 
to  Michigan  willi  his  parents.  In  ISHb  he  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  Berrien  County,  and  by  re-elec- 
tion served  two  terms.  Having  decided  to  enter 
the  legal  profession,  he  read  law  witli  George  M. 
Valentine,  of  Itenton  Harbor.  He  was  admitted 
to  i»ractice  at  the  Bar  of  the  State  in  January, 
1890,  and  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner 
for  this  county  in  the  fall  of  18^2. 

Opening  an  office  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mr,  Ken- 
nedy at  once  began  a  general  practice,  which  he 
has  since  conducted.  In  addition  to  his  legal  in- 
terests, he  deals  extensively  in  real  estate,  and 
through  good  investments,  as  well  as  through  his 
practice,  he  has  gained   a  competency  and  is  ac- 
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counted   one  of  IJenton  Haibor's  most  successful 

men.  He  is  deservedly  po|)ular  with  all  classes? 
and  althougii  in  politics  he  is  an  outspoken  Re- 
publican lie  has  a  liost  of  warm  person.'vi  friends 
ill  llje  opposing  party,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of 
his  Iflige  circle  of  acquaintances,  irrespective  of 
political  views.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  Repuhlicana  of  this  part  of  Michigan,  lie 
is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  order  of 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  an  active  worlier  in  the 
ranks. 

The  lady  who,  in  June  of  1864,  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarali  J. 
Woolley,  and  was  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Susan  (Somers)  Woolley,  of  Ohio.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mre.  Kennedy  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birtli  of  four  children,  whose  presence  gives  added 
life  to  the  cozy  family  residence  on  Lake  Avenue, 
The  cliildi-en  are:  Cora  E.,  wife  of  Charles  W. 
Crosaman;  loia  B.,  wife  of  Rev.  Ciiarlea  K.  Bul- 
lock; IjOwell  N.,  who  married  Clara  Tabor;  and 
Maude  .].,  single,  at  home. 


,r_^ON.  LORENZO  P.  ALEXANDER,  Justice 
W"j.  of  '•he  Peace  and  a  prominent  property- 
it^  owner  of  Bucliatian,  was  born  in  Allegany 
(^  County,  N.  Y.,  August  10,  1820.  He  is  of 
Scotch  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Jabez 
Alexander,  having  emigrated  from  the  "Land  of 
Thistles"  and  settled  in  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  Th«  father 
of  our  subject,  Thomas  P.  Alexander,  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire  and  was  one  of  the  bi-avesoldiei'S 
who  rendered  valiant  service  in  the  War  of  1812. 
in  an  early  day  lie  removed  to  New  York  and 
there  followed  his  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner. 
During  the  administration  of  President  Jackson  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Belfast,  N.  Y.,  and 
held  that  position  from  J8'29  until  1857.  In  early 
lite  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  later  adopted  tiie  prin- 
ciples of  tlie  Republican  party  and  remained  a 
stanch  advocate  of  its  platform  until  bis  dealb. 
So  closely  was  Mr,  Alexander  identified  with  the 


growth  and  |)rogress  of  Belfast,  tliat  his  wife  called 
him  the  "pump  handle"  of  the  town.  He  was  well 
known  throughout  that  entire  section  of  the  county. 
His  death  occurred  when  he  was  sixty-three  yeai-s 
old.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Eliza  (White) 
Alexander,  a  native  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  a  school 
teacher  prior  to  her  marriage.  Her  father,  John 
White,  emigrated  from  his  native  country,  Ireland, 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Boston,  ile 
and  his  people  were  a!!  fishermen. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  what 
is  now  known  as  Sullivan  County,  !N.  H.,  and  lo- 
cated in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y..  when  the  land 
was  heavily  timbered  and  the  dense  forest  growth 
had  not  fallen  beneath  the  sturdy  stroke  of  the 
pioneer's  axe.  Afterward  they  settled  in  Belfast, 
N.  Y.,  and  that  village  was  named  Belfast  at  the 
suggestion  of  our  subject's  mother.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  sons:  Aro  C,  Lorenzo  P.  and 
Samuel  S.,  the  latter  being  deceased.  The  second 
son  ill  the  family  was  reared  in  Allegany  County, 
wliere  he  acquired  a  common-school  education. 
On  tlie  21st  of  October, 1841,  he  arrived  in  Berrien 
County  with  bis  parents  and  located  in  Buchanan, 
which  at  that  time  contained  only  five  shanties 
one  mill  and  a  distillery. 

In  this  place,  Mr.  Alexander  found  employment 
at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  shoe-maker,  in 
1845  he  was  elected  Constable  and  'i'reasurer  of 
the  township,  and  has  never  since  been  without 
ollico.  In  1860  lie  was  elected  to  represent  the 
First  District  of  Berrien  County  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature over  his  opponent,  Royal  T.  Twomblcy,a 
prominent  Democrat  of  Niles.  In  1867  Mr.  Alex- 
ander was  chosen  as  delegate  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention  against  Henry  Chamberlain.  He  was 
chosen  in  1870  to  represent  his  district  in  the 
State  Senate,  and  lendci-ed  efllcie'nt  and  lionorable 
service  in  behalf  of  his  constituents.  He  occupied 
the  position  of  Supervisor  for  a  longer  period  than 
any  othermanin  thcconnty.  inaddition  to  these 
olfices,  lie  served  as  Postmaster  at  Buchanan  from 
1861  until  1865  and  again  from  1877  to  1885,  his 
services  in  that  position  being  eminently  pleasing 
to  both  political  parties.  During  the  entire  period 
of  his  residence  in  thecounty,  there  have  been  only 
six  weeks  in  fifty  yeai-s  in  which  be  has  fcieen  out  of 
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office.  He  was  appointed  to  locate  the  public 
buildings  for  tlie  Government  at  Grand  Rapids, 
and  in  connection  with  Judge  Witliey  secured  an 
eligible  site. 

In  1847  Mr.  Alexander  embarked  in  business  as 
a  boot  and  shoe  merchant,  and  in  1850  entered  tbe 
mercantile  business  in  partnersliip  with  John  Y). 
Ross.  TJie  firm  carried  on  a  large  and  lucrative 
trade,  their  sales  aggregating  from  1107,000  to 
1110,000  per  year.  Theirs  waa  much  the  largest 
mercantile  establisliment  in  Berrien  County  at  that 
time  and  they  gained  a  widely  extended  reputation 
for  tlieir  fair  dealing  with  customers  and  their  gen- 
ial courtesy  of  manners.  At  present  Mr.  Alexan- 
der has  practically  retired  from  business,  although 
his  property  interests  demand  considerable  atten- 
tion on  his  part.  He  is  the  third  oldest  continuous 
surviving  resident  of  the  township  and  has  always 
been  one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens.  Socially, 
he  is  identified  with  Lodge  No.  68,  A.  F.  A  A.  M., 
at  Buchanan,  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having 
lieen  the  first  member  installed  in  that  order. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Alexander  occurred  in 
1843  and  united  him  with  Miss  Rachel  Cooper. 
Three  children  blessed  the  union,  only  one  of  whom 
is  now  living,  Mrs.  Emily  K.French,  of  Cassopolis. 
In  1860  Mr.  Alexander  married  Miss  Helen  M, 
Byrnes,  who  by  this  union  is  the  mother  of  one 
child,  John  B.,  residing  in  Spokane,  Wash.,  and 
who  is  Telegi-aph  and  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Chronicle  at  that  place.' 


E^^ 


flf^EV.  FATHER  JOSEPH  JOOS,  Rector  of 
m%  ^"'^  Maternity  Roman  Catholic  Church  at 
<^\  Dowagiac,  was  born  in  Belgium  May  24, 
■^  1867.  His  parents,  Adolph  and  Eniilie 
Joos,  were  natives  o(  Somergem,  Belgium,  and  had 
a  family  of  seven  children,  Joseph  being  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  In  religious  belief,  the  various 
membei-s  of  the  family  are  identified  with  the 
Catholic  Church  and  are  prominent  workers  in 
that  denomination.  An  uncle  of  our  subject,  Rt.- 
Rev,   Father  Edward  Joos,  is  at  the  present  time 


Vicar-General  of  the  Detroit  Diocese;  a  cousin, 
Rev.  Father  DcNeve,  was  the  first  priest  at  Niles, 
and  is  now  connected  with  the  American  College 
of  Louvain,  Belgium. 

Commencing  his  literary  studies  in  Belgium,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  finished  the  classical  and 
philosophical  course  in  Assumption  College,  at 
Sandwich,  Canada,  graduating  from  that  institu- 
tion in  1888.  Afterward  he  entered  the  theologi- 
cal department  of  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  at  Cincin- 
nati, and  from  that  college,  by  special  appoint- 
ment of  the  Bishop  of  Detroit,  he  went  to  Rome, 
Italy,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  American 
College  in  1891.  He  was  ordained  by  Cardinal 
Parocchi,  the  Vicar-General  of  the  Pope,  on  the 
28th  of  June,  1891,  and  soon  afterward  came  to 
Michigan,  where  he  joined  the  Detroit  Diocese. 
On  the  15th  of  August,  1891,  he  was  chosen  for  the 
position  he  now  occnpies  as  Rector  of  Holy  Ma- 
ternity Church,  at  Dowagiac. 

A  few  words  with  reference  to  this  church  will 
be  of  interest  to  <'ur  readers.  The  cornerstone  of 
the  present  edifice  was  laid  on  the  9tli  of  June, 
1892,  and  the  building  was  dedicated  with  appro- 
priate services  on  the  29th  of  .lanuary,  1893.  The 
funds  for  the  erection  of  the  structure  were  raise*! 
principally  by  the  efforts  of  Fatlier  Joos,  to  whom 
moi'e  than  to  any  other  man  is  due  the  present  large 
membersliip  and  splendid  working  condition  of  the 
church.  In  addition  to  this  congregation,  he  iias 
charge  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Ch  urch  at  Silver  Creek, 
Cass  County,  and  St,  Dominick's  Church  at  Rush 
Lake.  The  membership  of  these  various  congre- 
gations extends  throughout  Cass  County,  and  into 
Van  Buren  and  Bemen  Counties.  In  the  Dowa- 
giac Church  there  is  a  membership  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  families;  at  Silver  Creek,  fifty 
families,  and  at  Rusii  Lake,  sixty  families,  making 
a  total  of  nearly  one  tiiousand  members  in  the 
three  churches.  The  value  of  the  church  property 
at  this  place  is  estimated  at  $14,000,  and  the  other 
church  property  is  worth  18,000,  including  forty- 
two  acres  of  land.  At  Dowagiac  and  Silver  Creek 
services  are  held  each  Sunday,  and  in  the  other 
parish  once  a  month.  Sunday-schools  are  held  in 
all  the  churches.  At  Rush  Lake,  Van  Buren  County, 
the    progi-ess    made     by  the    chiii-ch    is  especially 
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pleasing,  and  Father  Joos  expttcta  in  the  near 
fnture  to  commence  the  erection  ol  a  suitable 
edifice. 

A  man  of  great  cultuve  and  polish,  Father  Joos 
is  well  adapted  to  the  responsibilities  of  his  present 
position.  lie  possesses  the  genial  manners  and  re- 
fined tast«s  which  have  won  for  him  the  admii-ation 
and  respect  of  his  parishioners.  While  in  Em-ope, 
he  availed  himself  to  the  utmost  of  the  splendid 
opportunities  offered  him  for  study,  and  acquired 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  Greek,  Latin,  Hebrew 
and  the  Oriental  languages  taught  in  the  seminary 
course.  He  converses  fluently  in  the  Flemish, 
French,  German,  English  and  Italian  languages 
and  reads  Spanish,  being  well  vei-sed  in  no  less 
than  nine  different  languages. 


^^EORGE  KEPI! ART.  One  of  the  promi- 
III  ^^_  nent  business  enterprises  of  Berrien  Springs 
^^|(  is  the  grocery  store  owned  and  managed 
by  the  gentleman  with  whose  name  we  intro- 
duce this  sketch.  Ills  establishment  is  stocked 
with  full  and  complete  assortments  of  everything 
in  the  line  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  fruits 
and  vegetables  in  their  season,  teas  and  cofl'ees, 
and  grocers'  sundries.  The  complete  knowledge 
of  the  business  possessed  by  the  proprietor  is 
shown  in  the  great  care  taken  in  the  selection  of 
the  stock,  by  which  ho  has  commended  himself  to 
the  favor  of  the  citizens  of  Berrien  Springs  and 
vicinity.  The  establishment  is  a  favorite  one 
with  the  people  here,  and  the  energy  of  the  owner 
has  secured  for  it  a  steady  and  growing  success. 

p;isewliere  in  this  volume  will  be  found  an  ac- 
count of  the  life  of  Dr.  Philip  Kephart,  father 
of  our  subject;  also  of  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Susan  Kimball,  and  whose  father,  George 
Kimball,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Berrien 
County.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Berrien  Springs  on  the  24th  of  February,  18.^8, 
and  gained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  village.  Later  he  entered 
the    Northwestern    University    at,  Evanston,   111., 


where  he  was  a  student  for  thi-ee  years.  After- 
ward he  conducted  his  studies  in  Chaddock  Com- 
mercial College,  of  Kalamaeoo,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  1878. 

Forming  a  partnership  with  his  brother  Augus- 
tus in  1880,  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  Kephart 
A  Bro,,  our  subject  embarked  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  at  Berrien  Springs.  After  a  con- 
nection of  seven  years  the  firm  was  dissolved  and 
the  business  sold.  In  the  fall  of  1886  our  subject 
and  his  brother  Walter,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Kephart  Bros.,  purchased  the  grocery  store  of  Bol- 
ing  Bros.  <k  Co.,  and  conducted  a  lucrative  busi- 
ness until  1892,  when  George  purchased  his  bro- 
ther's interest,  and  has  since  conducted  the  business 
alone.  He  is  one  of  the  intelligent  and  enterpris- 
ing merchants  of  ISerrien  Springs,  and  his  activity 
is  rapidly  advancing  the  commercial  status  of  the 
village. 

Mai-ch  4,  1886,  occurred  the  marriage  of  George 
Kephart  to  Miss  Delia  Eaton,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  Wheeler  Eaton,  of  Tcciimseh,  Mich. 
One  son,  George,  Jr.,  has  been  l>orn  of  this  mar- 
riage. In  his  political  aflfiliations  Mr.  Kephart  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  but  has  never  been  solici- 
tous  for  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies 
entirely  to  his  business.  He  served  as  Trustee  of 
the  village  of  Berrien  Springs  for  three  years, 
and  in  office,  as  well  as  in  private  life,  endeavors 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  vill.age  where  he 
makes  his  home. 


S^!RANK  R.  GILSON,  editor  and  proprietor 
||ii^)  of  the  daily  and  weekly  PaHadiwm,  and 
/1\  one  of  the   influential  citizens  of   Benton 

Harbor,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  a  suburb  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1848.  His 
parents,  Edmund  L.  and  Eloiza  C.  (Butters)  Gilson, 
were  natives  respectively  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  and  were  married  in  Boston,  Mass. 
Prior  to  coming  to  the  West,  they  had  resided  for 
a  short  time  in  Massachusetts,  and  upon  removing 
to  Illinois  in  1855  located  in  La  Salle  County,  but 
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subsequently  went  to  Buekley,  Ii-oquoia  Coun- 
ty, III.,  where  Frank  R.  grew  to  man's  estate.  He 
left  the  farm  at  tlie  age  of  seventeen  years  and  went 
to  work  in  a  printing-office  at  Onarga,  111.,  subje- 
qnently  buying  an  interest  in  the  paper,  and  in 
1870  lie  moved  it  to  Moline  and  conducted  its 
publication  for  a  short  time,  anrl  sold  it  as  the 
Moline  iiewjew  in    1871. 

I>ater  Mr.  Gilson  resided  for  a  few  months  in 
Davenport,  Iowa,  working  on  the  Gazette,  and  he 
also  lived  in  Clinton,  Iowa,  for  twelve  years,  being 
city  editor  of  the  Clinton  Herald.  After  making 
liis  home  in  Clinton  for  twelve  yeai-s,  he  came,  in 
1885,  to  the  thriving  village  of  Benton  Harbor, 
and  with  shrewd  discernment,  noticing  that  there 
was  a  splendid  opening  here  for  a  good  (taper,  he 
purchased  the  weekly  Palladium.  So  successful 
was  he  in  its  publication,  that  in  1886  he  estab- 
lished the  daily  Palladium,  a  six-column  quarto, 
devoted  to  local  items  of  interest  as  well  as  mat- 
ters of  general  and  State  interest.  Both  the  daily 
and  weekly  are  bright  and  newsy,  containing 
good  editorials,  as  well  as  flashes  of  wit  and  humor. 
In  typographical  appearance  they  are  unexcelled 
by  any  publication  in  this  section  of  the  State.  In 
the  city  and  throughout  the  eouuty  they  are  read 
with  interest  and  have  a  wide  circulation.  In 
politics,  the  Palladium  is  Republican  in  tone,  and 
is  the  recognized  organ  of  the  party  in  Benton 
Harbor. 

Mr.  Gilson  has  concentrated  bis  energies  upon 
his  literary  work,  with  what  success  we  have  al- 
ready not«d.  His  editorials  are  characteristic  of 
the  man  himself — -vigorous,  tireless  in  their  con- 
demnation of  wrong,  and  equally  unwavering  in 
their  allegiance  to  the  principles  of  right  and  jus- 
tice. Through  his  press  notices  he  is  a  zealous  ad- 
vocate of  local  interests,  and  in  that  way  has  been 
an  important  aid  to  development  and  progress.  In 
addition  to  the  newspaper  business,  he  conducts  a 
successful  job-printing  establishment,  that  turns 
out  first-class  work.  The  success  of  both  the  dally 
and  weekly  editions,  and  the  support  they  are  re- 
ceiving from  the  people,  are  abundant  evidence  of 
the  intelligentappreeiation  by  the  people  of  tlie  ef- 
forts made  by  the  papers  in  their  behalf.  Socially, 
Mr.  Gilson    is  a  Knight  of    Pythias,  and   is  also 


identified  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  serving  as  Secretary  of  the  Benton  Har- 
bor Building  and  Loan  Association.  Mr.  Gilson  is 
married  and  has  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter. 
Roy  R.  is  acting  for  his  father's  paper  as  city 
editor  at  the  early  ago  of  seventeen  years,  and  is 
probably  the  youngest  city  editor  in  tlic  United 
States. 


C¥^  HARLOW  JEWELL,  City  Marshal,  Chief 
lUl  of  Police,  Water  Commissioner  and  Chief 
j*~-^  of  the  Fire  Department,  also  Street  Com- 
missioner at  Dowagiae,  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  Vt., 
May  3,  1856.  He  is  the  grandson  of  William 
Jewell,  a  brave  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  one  of  tbe  "  Green  Mountain  boys,"  whose 
fame  history  will  ever  perpetuate.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  E.  Whitney  Jewell,  was  born  in  St. 
Albans,  Vt.,  and  there  married  Miss  Orrissa  Dor- 
win,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Wilbam  Dorwin. 
For  many  ye.trs  after  his  marriage  he  engaged  in 
buying  and  shipping  stock  in  Vermont,  but  in 
1877  came  to  Dowagiae  and  hassince  lived  retired. 
His  wife  died  in  1879,  leaving  two  children,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  and  Mortimer  D.  The  Lit- 
ter was  a  dentist  of  this  city  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1887,  Politically,  Mr.  Jewell,  Sr., 
was  a  Republican,  and  in  his  religious  atliliations 
was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State  and  lie  received  a  good 
education  at  Norwich  University,  at  Northlleld, 
that  State,  from  which  be  was  graduated  in  1876. 
After  completing  his  studies,  he  engaged  for  a 
time  as  Clerk  of  the  village  of  St,  Albans,  also  as 
Collector  of  Taxes  and  Deputy  Sheriff.  In  1877, 
at  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  he  married  Nellie  E.,  daughter 
of  Cyrus  K,  Green,  foreman  in  the  railroad  shops 
at  that  place,  Mrs.  Jewell  was  born  and  reared  in 
St.  Albans,  receiving  her  education  in  the  city 
schools.  After  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Dowagiae,  where 
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Ml'.  Jewell  embarked  in  tlie  dental  business  with 
liis  brother.  Three  years  were  thus  passed,  after 
which  he  aeeept«d  a  position  as  derk  in  a  store, 
and  remained  in  that  position  about  two  years. 

A  Republican  of  no  uncertain  tone,  Mr.  Jewell 
has  filled  various  positions  of  trust  in  tlie  commu- 
nity and  has  gained  the  conlidence  of  the  people 
as  an  official  of  highest  integrity  and  fidelity.  In 
1882  he  was  elected  Marshal,  and  has  served  in 
that  position  over  since.  During  the  same  year 
he  was  chosen  for  the  oftice  of  Street  Commis- 
sioner, and  he  has  also  been  Water  Commissioner 
for  the  past  four  yeara.  In  his  social  connections 
he  is  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  being  a  charter  member  of  the  latter  or- 
ganization. He  was  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Ran- 
som Guards,  a  Slate  militia  company  at  St.  Albans. 
His  union  has  proved  one  of  great  liappiness  and 
mutual  helpfulness  and  it  may  truly  be  said  of  his 
wife  that  she  has  divided  his  sorrows  and  doubled 
his  joys.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Riiymoud  W.  and  Orrissa  E,  Mr.  Jewell  occupies 
a  pleasant  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Ueckwith  Build- 
ing and  devotes  his  attention  closely  to  the  duties 
of  his  office,  finding  in  tile  v.irious  positions  held 
by  him  sufficient  to  occupy  his  time  and  thouglit. 


-^1= 


4^E0RGE  KISSINC4EU.  Ueaiitifully  located 
11  __  on  a  bluff  overlooking  the  St.  Joseph  River, 

^^51  whose  tranquil  waters  rellect  the  ever- 
changing  hues  of  the  sky,  lies  one  of  the  fine  fruit 
farms  of  Berrien  County.  It  is  the  property  of 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  bio- 
grapliical  notice,  and  consists  of  eighteen  acres  on 
section  36,  St.  Joseph  Township.  Here  may  be 
found  the  best  varieties  of  every  kind  of  fruit 
Five  and  one-half  acres  are  planted  to  blackberries, 
two  acres  to  four  different  kinds  of  raspberries, 
and  there  are  ten  hundred  and  twenty-five  peach 
trees,  fifteen  hundred  ^''^pe  vines,  sixty  pear  and 
sixty  apple  trees,  twelve  hundred  currant  bushes, 
two    hundred  gooseberry  bushes,  and   two-thirds 


of  an  acre  devoted  to  strawberries,  cherries,  plums, 
quinces,  etc.  In  addition  to  fruits,  there  are  also 
a  number  of  mullierry,  liickory-nut  and  chestnut 
trees.  The  majority  of  the  trees  and  siirul)s  were 
planted  five  years  ago,  and  are  now  in  fine  bear- 
ing condition. 

A  native  of  Wisconsin,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Richfield,  Washington  County,  November  18, 
1849.  His  father,  Jacob  Kissinger,  was  born  in 
Germany,  whence  he  emigrated  to  America  in 
1845,  and  heated  in  Milwaukee,  Wis,,  where  be 
followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  In  Wiscon- 
sin be  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  M. 
Dueber,  and  after  that  important  event  he  settled 
at  Richfield,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  eleven  years.  Removing  thence  to  Fond 
du  Lac,  Wis,,  he  was  similarly  engaged  for  a  short 
time,  and  afterward,  going  to  Waupun,  he  en-  , 
gaged  in  farming  there  for  a  brief  period.  From 
that  place  he  removed  two  miles  west  of  Fond  du 
Lac,  and  subsequently  went  to  Nebraska,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  general  farming  until  his  death, 
in  February,  1892.  An  industrious  and  energetic 
man,  he  was  also  a  devoted  Christian  and  an 
active  member  of  the  German  Bajitist  Church. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  ten  children, 
of  whom  eight  are  now  living,  George  being  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  lie  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Wisconsin,  and  in  1866  came  to  St,  Jo- 
seph, where  he  engaged  in  the  fishing  business, 
first  ill  a  sail-boat  but  afterward  becoming  the 
owner  of  a  fishing-tug.  He  fished  in  Lake  Mich- 
igan exclusively,  and  during  the  twenty-two  years 
in  which  he  followed  this  business  ex[jerienced 
some  narrow  escapes,  and  was  caught  in  some  of 
the  wildest  storms  that  have  ever  darkened  the 
lake.  The  enterprise  proved  I'emunerative,  and 
he  has  cleared  as  much  as  $2,200  in  twenty  days. 

Tlie  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  1872, 
and  united  liim  with  Miss  Mary  Herring,  the 
daughter  of  August  Herring,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent residents  of  St.  Joseph.  There  are  four  chil- 
dren in  the  family:  Cora  B.,  Ella  D.,  William  E. 
and  Hattie  A.,  all  of  whom  ai-e  at  home.  In  July, 
1889,  Mr.  Kissinger  located  upou  the  place  whore 
he  now  engages  in  raising  fruit,  and  where,  as 
above  stated,  he  owns  eighteen  acres  of  fruit  land. 
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The  improvements  which  (iause  tliis  place  to  rank 
among  the  finest  in  the  county  have  been  ntliled 
by  Mr.  Kissinger  since  he  located  here,  and  tlirough 
his  energetic  labors  he  has  largely  enhanced  the 
value  of  the  property. 

Politioallj',  Mr.  Kissinger  is  a  Republican,  and 
is  the  present  Treasurer  of  St.  Joseph  Townsliip. 
He  is  also  serving  as  Fish  Inspector,  a  position 
which  he  has  filled  for  a  niimlter  of  years.  Ho  is 
general  agent  for  the  Mutual  Aid  German  Bap- 
tist Association  of  North  America,  and  one  of  tlie 
Trustees,  as  well  as  Ti-easui-er,  of  the  German  Bap- 
tist Church  at  St,  Joseph. 


=-«=a*+^-i 


\i=^RANK  A.  TREAT,  Treasurer  of  Berrien 
\jr^  County,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Bu- 
/Ji,  chanan,  this  county,  on  the  7th  of  March, 

1859.  He  is  the  sou  of  George  R.  and  Mary 
(Baker)  Treat,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  New 
York,  and  removed  thence  to  Michigan  many 
yeai-s  ago,  settling  in  Buchanan  and  becoming 
idontilied  with  its  early  history.  They  now  re- 
side in  Berrien  Springs,  where,  somewhat  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  life,  they  are  passing 
their  declining  ye.irs.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Charles  Treat,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
where  the  closing  years  of  liis  life  were  spent. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, the  mother  of  Frank  A,  l)eing  the  third  wife. 
Tlie  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  eldest  of  six  chil- 
dren born  of  the  last  marriage  of  his  father.  His 
boyhood  years  were  quietly  passed  in  the  village 
of  Buclianan,  where  he  commenced  his  studies  in 
the  common  schools  and  continued  a  student  un- 
til he  had  passed  three  years  in  the  High  School 
of  tliat  place.  At  an  early  day  he  developed  the 
traits  of  industry  and  independence  which  led 
him  to  become  self-supporting  while  still  quite 
young.  His  first  salaried  position  was  that  of 
clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  Buchanan,  where  he  re- 
mained a  number  of  years. 

In  the  winter  of  1893  Mr.  Treat  located  in  the 
village  of  Berrien  Springs,  where  he  has  since  re- 


sided. His  fellow-citizens,  among  whom  he  has 
always  enjoyed  great  popularity,  nominated  him 
in  1890  to  the  oflice  of  Township  Clerk,  and  he 
was  elected  by  a  large  majority,  llis  service  in 
that  position  was  eminently  satisfactory  to  the 
people,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  of- 
fice a  higher  honor  was  conferred  upon  him.  This 
was  in  the  fall  of  1892.  when  he  was  chosen  Treas- 
urer of  Berrien  County,  being  elected  to  that  of- 
fice on  the  Rcpublicjin  ticket.  He  is  still  an  in- 
cumtjent  of  that  office,  and  is  discharging  his 
duties  in  a  manner  which  proves  the' possession  of 
a  high  order  of  taient  on  his  part. 

April  10,  1887,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Treat  and  Miss  Clara  M.  Worden,  who  at  that 
time  resided  in  Mason,  Ingham  County,  Mich. 
Mi-s.  Treat  is  the  daughter  of  Josepli  B.  and  Mary 
J.  (Walker)  Worden,  who  are  now  living  near  Ma- 
son, Ingham  Conn  ty.  Tlie  marriage  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  son,  Clyde,  a  bright  and  in- 
teresting child,  of  whose  future  his  parents  enter- 
tain liigli  hopes.  Mrs.  Treat  is  a  lady  of  amiable 
disposition,  pleasant  and  kind,  and  is  endowed 
with  high  capabilities.  For  several  years  she  has 
been  an  invalid,  but  notwithstanding  her  delicate 
health  she  enjoys  a  largo  circle  of  acquaintances 
in  Berrien  Springs.  Socially,  Mr.  Ti'eat  is  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  has  hclil 
official  positions  in  the  latter. 


J  I  AMES  M.  SriEPARD,  the  cultured  private 
j  Secretary  of  the  Hon.  W.  T.  Palmer,  Presi- 
I  dent  of  the  National  Commission  of  llic 
__  '  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  is  also  the 
able  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Vigilant,  a  Re- 
publican organ  published  In  Casso[>o]is.  Cass 
County,  Mich.  Our  subject  comes  from  a  patriotic 
and  distinguished  ancestry  worthily  represented 
upon  the  Geld  of  1776.  Mr.  Shepard  is  a  native 
of  the  Old  liay  State,  and  was  born  ot  North 
Brookfleld,  Mass.,  November  24,    1840.     His  par- 
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eiits,  Rev.  .lames  and  L\u:y  (Busli)  Sln)|i.tr(i.  w 
also  natives  of  Kew  England,  where  the  father  was 
well  known  and  higlil.v  respected  as  a  inau  of  mre 
integrity  of  cliaracter,  a  true  Christian  and  an 
eloquent  itieuclior  of  the  Gospel.  The  luiteinal 
grandfather.  Gen.  Shepard,  at-tivcly  partiei|jatvd 
in  tlie  struggles  and  tiiumplis  of  the  Revolutionary 
days,  and  witli  gallant  conduct  and  courageous 
endurance  nobly  liore  Uis  part  in  the  war  for  "God 
and  Liberty."  Desecuded  from  a  family  who 
tliorouglily  appreciated  the  advantages  of  a  liberal 
education,  our  subject  enjoyed  extended  oppor- 
tunities for  study,  and  completed  a  course  of  classi- 
cal instruction  at  the  Weskyan  University,  in 
Middletown,  Conn.  I^aler  Mr.  Slie|jard  studied 
dental  surgery  in  Boston,  and  fitted  himself  for 
the  duties  of  that  profession. 

During  the  Civil  War  our  subject  served  in  the 
Bledical  Department  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  when  peace  again  blessed  the  land  exchanged 
his  military  duties  for  those  of  a  civilian.  Since 
his  location  in  UassopoHs  he  has  devoted  his  time 
iniiinly  to  the  cares  and  perplexities  of  editorial 
life.  Under  his  excellent  management  the  Vigilant 
has  an  extended  circulation  and  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  local  itapere  of  Cass  County.  It 
contains,  aside  from  home  items,  much  of  interest 
concerning  the  world  at  large,  and  with  its  spicy 
editorials  is  both  readable  and  instructive.  Typo- 
gmpliically,  it  is  an  attractive  paper  and  is  like- 
wise an  important  factor  in  the  advancement  and 
progressive  movements  of  Caas  County.  The 
political  preferences  of  Mr.  Shepard  are  clearly  in- 
dicated in  the  organ  which  he  controls,  and  as  an 
advocate  of  "the  Party  of  Keform"  the  utterances 
of  the  Vigilant  are  clear  and  logical.  Our  subject 
was  elected  to  represent  Cass  and  Van  Buren 
Counties  in  the  Michigan  State  Senate  of  187y, 
and,  placed  upon  importantcommittees, discharged 
the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with  efficiency  and 
lo  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 

Since  March  1,  1883,  Mr,  Shepard  has  occupied 
the  position  of  private  Secretary  to  the  Hon.  T. 
W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  his  education  and  fine  busi- 
ness attainments  peculiarly  adapting  bim  to  the 
requirements  of  his  complex  work.  Throughout 
the  entire  time  of  the  Hon.  T.  W.  Palmer's  term 


of  office  in  the  United  States  Senate  and  also  dur- 
ing his  service  as  President  of  the  National  Com- 
mission of  the  World's  Columbian  Ex|)osition,  our 
subject  has  been  intimately  associated  with  the 
leading  social  and  national  events  of  the  day. 
Upon  November  28, 1870,  James  M.  Shepard  and 
Miss  Alice  M.  Martin  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  accomplished  wife  of  our  subject  was  the 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Margaret  (Silver)  Martin. 
The  Silver  family  were  originally  from  Hopkin- 
ton,  N.  IL,  and  wei-e  among  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  New  England.  Mr.  Martin  was  from  Ba- 
tavia,  N,  Y.  The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Shepard  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  son 
and  daughter,  Melville  J.  and  Blanche.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  family  are  important  factors  in  the 
various  social  and  benevolent  enterprises  of  their 
home  locality  and  enjoy  the  esteem  and  best 
wishes  of  a  host  of  friends. 


-^f  ^Mi-^->^li^g=^  - 


^F^KV,  NELLIS  KLOCK,  editor  and  proprie- 
Ikif  tor  of  the  Sfoi/irfoni,  published  at  Dowagiac, 
c*i  vll  was  born  at  Palatine, Montgomery  County, 
\^  N.  Y.,  August  24,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Nancy  (Nellis)  Klock.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Maj.  John  Klock,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Our  subject  lived  in  Montgomery 
County  until  he  was  seven  yeai-s  old,  when  be  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  St.  Lawrence  County, 
and  there  passed  the  years  of  his  youth.  After 
completing  bis  studies  in  the  Ogdensburgh  (N,  Y.) 
Academy,  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  about 
six  years. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Klock  was  ordained  a  minister  in 
the  English  Lutheran  Church,  and  for  twenty-five 
yeai's  held  pastorates  in  various  places.  He  estab- 
lished a  chui-ch  at  Avoca,  N.  Y,,  and  he  also  offi- 
ciated as  minister  of  the  churches  at  Sharon 
Springs  and  other  places.  Prior  to  resigning  from 
the  ministry  of  the  Lutheran  Chnixh,  he  assumed 
the  editoi-ship  of  the  Ogdensburgh  Sw/nre^  a  tem- 
perance paper,  and  also  published  the  Golden  Bra, 
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a  monthly  magazine.  He  also  for  a  time  pub- 
lished the  Lutheran  Protest,  at  Stockton,  III. 

On  coming  to  Illinois  in  1877,  Mr.  Klock  or- 
ganized a  congregation  and  built  a  cliiirch  at  Yel- 
low Creek,  while  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
at  Kent.  Tlienee  he  went  to  Monroe,  Wis.,  where 
he  organized  a  congregation  and  built  a  church, 
and  from  that  cily  came,  in  June  of  1892,  to  Do- 
wagiac,  where  he  established  the  Standard,  a  Re- 
publican paper.  In  1863  he  married  Mis&  Ix)vina 
I.,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  Ottman,  a  minister  of 
the  English  Lutheran  Cliurcli.  Mrs.  Klock  was 
born  and  reared  in  New  York,  and  received  an 
excellent  education  in  the  scliools  of  that  State. 
About  two  years  ago  Mr.  Klock  withdrew  from  the 
English  Lutheran  Church  and  united  with  the 
Congregationalists,  being  now  an  ordained  minis- 
ter in  that  denomination. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klock  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children;  Jay  E.,  who  is  editor  of  the 
Kingston  Weekly  and  Daily;  Freeman,  a  resident 
of  Kingston,  N.  Y.;  J.  Nellis,  editor  of  theOwosso 
Daily  Argus,  ai  Owosso,  Mich.;  Lilian  I.,  Ida  B. 
and  Ernest, 


J^'OHN  A.  LINDSLEY.  Dowagiac  numbers 
||  among  its  prominent  and  successful  biisi- 
Ij  ness  men  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
^J  notice,  who  is  a  dealer  in  lumber  and  build- 
ing material  in  this  city.  He  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  having  liecn  born  in  West  Almond,  Alle- 
gany County,  January  15, 1858.  His  father.  Lemon 
Lindsley,  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  about  which 
time  he  married  Miss  Mary  A,  Engle,  the  ceremony 
being  solemnized  in  Allegany  County.  Her  fa- 
ther, John  Engle,  was  a  prominent  resident  of  Al- 
legany County,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
Of  1812. 

After  his  marriage  Lemon  Lindsley  located  in 
Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  but  five  years  later  be 
removed  to  Livingston  County,  and  subsequently 


came  to  Michigan,  in  1863,  and  made  settlement 
near  Hartford,  Van  Buren  County.  Purchasing  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  about  twenty 
of  which  had  been  improved,  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  its  cultivation  and  succeeded  in  trans- 
forming it  into  a  well-improved  tract  of  land,  em- 
bellished with  substantial  farm  buildings.  There 
he  remained  until  called  hence  by  death  in  1879, 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  is  still  living, 
and  thi'ce  of  their  four  children  are  living:  John 
A.,  Eriwin  M.  and  Washington,  all  of  whom  are  in 
business  together.  Politically,  the  father  of  this 
family  was  a  Republican,  and  gave  his  intluence 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  chosen  party. 

When  about  five  yeare  old  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Michigan,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  upon  his  father's  farm.  After  compleU 
ing  the  coui-se  of  study  in  the  common  schools  he 
entered  the  Commercial  College  at  Valparaiso, 
Ind.,  and  there  prepared  himself  for  active  busi- 
ness life.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
his  marriage,  which  important  event  occurred  on 
the  21st  of  December,  1880,  the  bride  being  Miss 
Mary  L.,  the  daughter  of  Augustus  N.  Spaulding, 
formerly  a  prominent  and  extensive  farmer  of 
Crass  Lake  Township,  Van  Buren  Coucty,  but  now 
a  resident  of  the  village  of  Hartford,  The  young 
couple  located  at  Hartford,  Mich,,  where  Mr.  Linds- 
ley engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  partnership 
with  his  unele,  John  W.  Travis.  He  remained  in 
business  in  that  place  for  five  yeare,  and  in  1885 
came  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  established  his  present 
business,  forming  a  partnership  with  Aaron  Hath- 
away, of  Paw  Paw,  Mich.  In  the  fall  of  1892  Mr. 
Lindsley  purchased  Mr-  Hathaway's  interest  and 
has  since  been  alone.  His  business  is  the  most  ex- 
tensive in  Dowagiac,  and  is  also  one  of  the  most 
successful  enterprises  of  the  county. 

In  addition  to  his  lumber  business,  Mr.  Lindsley 
is  engaged  in  farming  and  owns  a  splendid  farm 
of  eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Rooks  County, 
Kan.,  which  he  has  sub-divided  into  several  farms 
and  rents  to  tenants.  While  not  solicitous  for 
office,  Mr.  Lindsley  maintains  a  constant  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  is  a  pronounced  Republican, 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  Amerioa  an4  the  Inde- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGKAI'HICAL  RECORD. 


291 


pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  Ihc  Motliodist  E|)isco|>al  Cliiircli  nnd 
lias  served  for  many  years  as  Trustee.  He  lios  rep- 
resented the  First  Ward  in  the  City  Council,  and 
wliile  residing  in  Hartford  served  as  Town  Clerk 
a'.id  Trustee  of  the  schools. 


^psi.EOUGK  H.  MUUDOOH.  Nut  only  in  Iter- 
m!  ^—.  ricn  Springs,  of  which  he  has  long  hecn  a 
^^^  resident,  but  also  throughout  the  surround- 
ing conjitry,  the  name  of  this  gentleman  is  well 
and  favorably  known.  He  was  horn  in  Bedford, 
Bedford  County,  Pa.,  on  the  29th  of  August,  1829, 
and  is  the  son  of  Francis  B.  and  Eliza  (Kimrael) 
iMurdoch,  the  former  having  been  born  in  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  and  the  latter  in  Somerset  County,  Pa. 
Tlie  father,  who  was  a  man  of  splendid  attainments 
and  a  prominent  attorney,  brought  his  family  to 
Michigan  in  1830  and  located  in  Berrien  Springs. 
The  illness  of  his  wife,  who  was  suffering  from 
consumption,  caused  him  to  remove  from  Berrien 
8prinjiS  and  seek  a  milder  climate  in  the  sunny 
South.  He  remained  in  New  Orleans  for  some 
time,  and  thence  went  to  Ohio,  where  his  wife 
died.  Later  he  was  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  and  from 
there  in  1852,  during  the  days  of  the  gold  excite- 
ment of  the  far  West,  he  went  to  California.  He 
did  not,  however,  engage  directly  in  mining  for 
gold,  but  became  connected  with  the  public  life  of 
the  State.  He  edited  and  published  a  newspaper 
at  San  Jose,  which  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  be- 
ing the  only  Republican  organ  in  California,  He 
was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  to  the  posi- 
tion ot  Collector  of  Internal  Reveiuie,  in  which  of- 
lice  he  served  forsome  time,  Whenabout  seventy- 
six  years  old  he  dropped  dead  fiom  the  rupture  of 
a  blood  vessel  in  the  head. 

George  H.  Murdoch  was  a  child  only  one  year 
old  when  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Berrien 
Springs,  Later  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the 
South,  and  after  his  mother's  death  resided  with 
his  father  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  gained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  select  schools.     In  1847  he  i-eturned  to 


Berrien  Springs,  and  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  has  since  made  his  home  in  this  village. 
Until  1859  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  here, 
but  during  that  year  he  disposed  of  the  business, 
and  in  the  year  following  was  elected  County 
Clerk  for  a  term  of  two  years.  His  service  in  that 
oflioe  was  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  re-eleoted  in 
1864  and  1866. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  in 
1 862,  Mr.  Murdoch  raised  Company  I,  of  the  First 
Michigan  Sharpshooters,  of  which  he  was  chosen 
Captain.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  comnianded  by  Gen.  Burnsido,  and 
was  in  camp  eight  months  of  the  year  18(i5,at 
Camp  Douglas,  III.  Our  subject  participated  in 
the  various  engagements  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, including  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and 
Appomattox  and  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  On  the 
17th  of  June,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  front  of 
Petereburg,  being  shot  in  the  head  and  seriously 
injured.  For  gallant  services  at  St>ott8ylvania 
and  in  the  campaign  before  Richmond,  he  was 
breveted  Major,  December  2,  1864,  and  while 
serving  in  that  position  was  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice. 

While  in  the  service,  Mr.  Murdoch  was  re-elect«d 
County  Clerk,  in  1864,  and  upon  the  expiration  of 
hLs  term  of  olHce,  in  1869,  he  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  served  in  that  otlice  for  twenty 
years.  He  alliliated  with  the  Repui>lican  party 
until  1872,  when  he  gave  his  active  support  to 
Horace  Greeley  for  the  Presidency,  and  has  since 
acted  with  the  Democratic  party.  From  1878  to 
1883  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  State  Democratic 
Central  Committee,  and  for  years  he  has  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  local  and  State  politics.  In 
1876  he  commenced  the  publiuation  of  the  Beirien 
County  Journal,  wiiich  was  the  ollicial  organ  of 
the  Democratic  t^rty  in  this  conimunity  until 
1884,  when  Mr.  Murdoch  disposed  of  it. 

In  1859.  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Murdi  c!i 
to  Miss  Adeline,  daughter  of  John  Garrow,  ot 
Pipestone,  Mich.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  four  children;  George  [L,  Jr.;  Henri- 
etta, wife  of  John  F.  Harper,  and  a  resident  of 
Benton  Harbor,  Mich.;  and  John  and  Francis  B., 
who  are  interested   in   land  in  fll'inesoto.     Mr, 
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Murdoch  was  an  active  factor  in  assisting  tbe  pro- 
jecting of  railroads  through  tlie  county  and  espec- 
ially the  St.  Joseph  Valley  Railroad,  running  to 
licrrien  Springs,  of  which  he  served  as  Secretary 
and  Director  for  several  years.  All  enterprises, 
l)oth  of  a  private  and  public  nature,  that  would 
benefit  the  village,  he  lias  aided  and  promoted  as 
far  as  ixKssible. 


(|  lilLLIAM  REAGAN,  for  two  years  the  effi- 
\a///    cient  Sheriff  of  Cass  County,  and   now  a 

^5^  popular  clerk  in  the  store  of  W.  M,  Vroo- 
man,  Dowagiac,  is  the  son  of  John  Reagan,  who 
was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  in  1827.  The 
father  of  our  subject  remained  in  his  native  land 
until  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  America.  John  Reagan  was  energetic 
and  industrious,  and  soon  found  employment  as 
a  laborer  on  tlie  Michigan  Southern  &  Michigan 
Central  Railroads.  While  working  on  tiie  road 
he  was  taken  sick,  and  when  lie  recovered  he 
had  as  a  capital  iu  life  but  seven  cents.  With 
courage  he  began  again  and  steadily  made  his 
way  upward,  lie  assisted  in  laying  the  track 
of  the  Michigan  Centi'al  from  Jackson  to  Chi- 
cago. After  a  time  he  abandoned  railway  em- 
ployment and  located  in  Silver  Creek  Township, 
Cass  County.  In  about  the  year  1850  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bridget  Daley,  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  Daley,  of  County  Kerry.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
came  to  tliis  country  witli  her  fatlier  in  1849,  locat- 
ing in  La  Porte,  Ind.,  soon  after  their  arrival.  Her 
mollier  had  died  some  time  previous  to  the  de- 
partuie  of  Mrs.  Eeagan  for  America. 

The  father  of  our  subject  entered  from  the 
Governmentforty acres  of  wild  land  situated  atSil- 
ver  Creek,  and  the  first  year  liecleared_andbrougIit 
under  cultivation  twenty  acres.  Pr(«pering,  he 
added  to  his  land  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned 
two  hundred  and  forty  finely- improved  acres  of 
valuable  farming  properly.     An  upright  and  self- 


made  man,  John  Reagan  won  the  respect  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  ^mssod  to  his 
rest  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  rela- 
tives. Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in 
religious  conviction  a  Roman  Catholic.  His  widow 
still  survives.  The  sons  and  daughtci-s  of  John 
and  Bridget  Reagan  were  twelve  in  number.  Nine 
of  their  children  are  yet  living.  Charles  resides 
in  Valparaiso,  Ind.;  Johanna  is  with  her  mother 
in  Silver  Creek  Township;  Delia  is  the  wife  of 
Timothy  Burns,  and  lives  in  Eau  Claire,  Mich.; 
William,  our  subject,  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Nellie  is  at  Silver  Creek,  on  the  farm;  John 
is  also  on  the  farm;  Bessie  is  at  school  at  Valpa- 
raiso, Ind.,  and  is  studying  to  become  a  stenogra- 
pher; and  Comey  and  Anna,  the  two  youngest, 
are  at  home.  Our  subject  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  -January  18,  I860.  He  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  district  schools  of  the  locality,  and, 
trained  in  agricultural  duties,  remained  on  the 
farm  until  his  election  to  the  responsible  position 
of  Sheriff  of  the  county,  in  1890. 

Mr.  Reagan  made  a  strong  run,  and  although  the 
Republican  majority  for  Treasurer  was  two  hun- 
dred he,  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Sheriff, 
won  by  eighteen  voles.  For  two  yeara  he  gave 
his  entire  time  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  when 
his  term  of  service  expired  received  his  present 
position  with  W.  M.  Vrooman.  Our  subject  has 
ever  been  true  to  the  principles  of  Democracy, and 
has  filled  with  ability  various  local  otHces.  for 
four  years  he  was  Township  Clerk,  and  for  two 
terms  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  County  Drain 
Commissiojers.  Fraternally,  heisametiiber  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  also  connected  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  Uyon  the  7th  of 
January,  1891,  William  Reagan  and  Miss  Joe  Cul- 
linane  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Reagan  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Cullinane,  a  prominent  and 
extensive  farmer  of  Silver  Creek  Township,  and 
was  born  on  the  family  homestead  March  4,  1863. 
She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  vi- 
cinity and  was  a  general  favorite,  enjoying  the 
esteem  of  many  friends.  Her  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1893,  was  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reagan  were  both  faithful  members 
of  tbe  Roman  Catholic   Church,  and  generously 
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assisted  in  works  of  benevolence.  In  thedeatb  of 
liis  estimable  and  a(rcomplislied  wife  our  subject 
sustained  an  irreparable  loss,  and  received  tlie 
sympathy  of  the  entire  community.  Mre,  Reagan 
was  buried  in  the  Catholic  Cemetery,  near  the  liome 
of  her  childhood,  and  was  followed  to  the  grave 
by    many  who   bad    known  and    loved   her  from 


IT/OIIN  F.  GARD.  The  present  prosperity  of 
I  St  Joseph  and  its  prominence  as  a  comnier- 
=~  1]  cial  centre  are  largely  due  to  llie  fruit  in- 
'^Bf'  dustry,  which  engages  the  attention  of 
many  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  the  place.  Among 
the  most  successful  fruit-growers  is  our  subject, 
John  F.  Gard,  the  owner  of  a  fine  fruit  farm, 
consisting  of  sixty-five  aci-es,  and  admirably 
adapted  to  the  raising  of  fruits  of  every  variety. 
Of  this  property,  twenty  acres  arc  planted  to 
grapes,  nine  acres  to  pears  and  blackberries,  two 
acres  to  plums  and  the  same  amount  to  peaches. 

The  Gard  family  lias  been  represented  in  Ber- 
rien County  since  the  year  1832,  when  the  pater- 
nal gmndfallier  of  our  subject,  Josephus  Gard, 
came  to  this  State  fi-om  Ohio  and,  settling  in  Ber- 
rien County,  made  his  home  liere  until  his  death. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  -Joseph  Gard,  was  born 
in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  made  his  home  ithere 
until  1832,  when  he  moved  to  Michigan,  fii-st  lo- 
cating in  Cass  County.  He  was  there  engaged  in 
agricultural  pui-suits  until  1834,  when  lie  removed 
to  lierrieu  County.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  he  married  Miss  Laura,  daughter  of  Amos 
Farley  and  a  native  of  Vermont,  although  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  she  was  a  resident  of  St.  Jo- 
seph Township,  Berrien  County,  whither  the  fam- 
ily came  in  1829.  The  Farleys  are  of  Puritan 
stock  and  were  represented  in  America  as  early  as 
1624. 

Upon    coming    to    Michigan,   Joseph   Gard,    as 

above  stated,  settled   in  Cass  County,   but  after 

spending    two   years   there   he   came   to  Berrien 

County  and  purchased   a   tract  consisting  of  one 

H 


hundred  and  sixty  acres.  For  a  time  he  operated 
a  tannery,  which  ho  conducted  with  success,  as, 
timber  being  abundant,  it  was  an  easy  matter  to 
secure  tanbark.  Farming  pursuits,  however,  en- 
gaged his  attention  principally,  and  In;  was  fore- 
most among  the  agriculturists  of  his  community. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  8tr()ng 
in  his  convictions  and  resolute  in  action.  In  his 
political  belief  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Dem- 
ocratic principles.  His  death,  which  occurred  in 
1873,  removed  from  this  county  one  of  its  earliest 
settlers  and  most  prominent  citizens.  His  wife 
survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  in' 
1878. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  surviving 
child  born  of  his  father's  second  marriage.  He 
was  born  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  Berrien  County, 
on  the  2d  of  February,  1845.  In  bis  youth  he 
was  a  pupil  in  the  neighboring  school,  and  after- 
ward took  a  commercial  course  in  Bryant  &  Strat- 
ton's  Commercial  College  at  Chicago.  Returning 
to  his  home  at  the  close  of  his  term  in  the  college, 
he  accepted  a  position  of  clerk  in  the  office  of  A. 
II.  Morrison,  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue,  and 
remained  there  from  June,  1864,  until  1866,  when 
Mr.  Morrison  was  retired  for  political  reasons. 
His  successor  in  offlce,  Walter  G.  Beckwith,  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Gard  to  the  position  he  had  previously 
occupied,  but  the  ftpix>intment  was  not  coadrmcd 
by  the  Senate. 

Returning  to  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Gard  engaged  in 
f.irming  for  about  eighteen  months,  and  theu  se- 
cured the  position  of  book-keeper  for  the  firm  of 
Dickinson,  Leach  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  three  years.  Subsequently  here- 
turned  to  St.  Joseph  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  this  county  for  another  three  years. 
He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  & 
Michigan  Lake  Shore  Railroad  at  St.  Joseph, 
and  until  the  office  was  removed  to  ' 
hold  the  office  of  Auditor  of  the 
counts  of  the  road.  letter  he  assumed  the  charge 
of  the  Morrison  Dock,  but  in  1880  resigned  from 
that  position  and  for  some  time  afterward  had 
charge  of  the  steamer  "John  A.  Dix."  Since  his 
retirement  from  that  position,  he  has  devoted  his 
time  principally  to  fruit  culture. 
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June  6, 1869,  Mr.  Gavd  mflrriert  Miss  Josepliine, 
daughter  of  Charles  TatT,  of  St.  Joseph,  slie  being 
a  native  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gard  liave  three 
children:  Minerva,  Mabel  and  John  J,  In  [lolilics 
he  is  a  Republican  and  has  served  for  two  yeai's  as 
School  Inspector,  was  Higliway  Commissioner  for 
eight  yeai-s,  member  of  tlie  School  Koard  for 
twelve  ye&rs,  Supervisor  for  two  years,  and  is  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Republican  County  Com- 
mittee. Socially,  he  is  a  prominent  worker  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  being  identified  with  Pomona 
Lodge  No.  281,  A.  F.  A  A.M.,  of  which  he  was 
for  ten  years  Master  and  is  now  Secretary.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Calvin  Brittain  Ch.-ipter  No.  72, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  High  Priest. 


\lp)yEV.  OSWALD  RAGATZ  waa  for  many  years 
ly^'  a  minister  in  the  Evangelical  Association, 
^fll  and  is  now  one  of  Herrien  County's  most 
successful  fruit-growers,  owning  and  culti- 
vating a  ilne  fruit  farm  on  section  2,  St.  Josepli 
Township.  A  native  of  Switzerland,  he  was  born 
on  the  I7th  of  March,  1833.  His  |>arents,  Har- 
tholomew  and  Agnes  Ragatz,  were  of  Swiss  birth 
and  parentage,  and  in  their  native  land  were  united 
in  marriage.  They  continued  to  make  their  home 
in  Switzerland  until  after  the  birth  of  twelve  chil- 
dren. Meantime  tiie  father  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  an  architect,  and  also  held  an  otflce,  known 
as  Land  Aman. 

Upon  emigrating  to  America  in  1 842,  the  senior 
Mr.  Rag.itz  settled  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  and  pioneer 
farmers.  He  purchased  a  tract  consisting  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  unimproved  land, and 
with  the  help  of  his  eight  sons  he  succeeded  in 
clearing  a  large  portion  of  the  property.  During 
the  early  days  of  his  settlement  in  Sauk  County, 
lie  had  very  few  neighbors.  To  the  south  his 
nearest  neighbor  was  nineteen  miles  distant,  and 
on  the  west  he  had  no  neighbor  nearer  than  the 
,  Mississippi  River.  The  village  of  Milwaukee, 
ftbout  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  away,  was  the 


nearest  market  for  produce.  Though  while  set- 
tlere  were  few,  Indians  were  numerous,  and  wild 
animals  abounded.  Often  at  night  some  member 
of  the  family  would  Arc  off  a  gun  in  order  to 
frighten  the  wolves  from  the  door  of  the  cabin. 
The  Indians  were  usually  friendly  and  regarded 
the  white  settler  with  more  curiosity  than  hatred. 

The  prost)ect8  afforded  by  this  new  country 
seemed  so  favorable  that  Bartholomew  Ragatz 
wrote  a'  glowing  description  to  his  friends  in  Swit- 
zerland, and  in  the  spring  of  1843  forty-one  fami- 
lies emigrated  hither,  attracted  by  his  report  of  the 
country.  These  emigrants  settled  in  thevicinity  of 
the  Ragatz  family,  and  as  the  years  passed  by  sev- 
eral hundred  families  from  Switzerland  joined  them 
here,  making  a  large  and  prosijerous  Swiss  settle- 
menl.  Upon  the  land  first  purchased  by  him,  the 
father  of  our  subject  resided  until  called  hence  by 
death  in  185'J.  He  and  his  good  wife  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  only  three  are 
now  living.  They  are  our  subject;  Henry,  who 
lives  near  Benton  Harbor,  Mich,;  and  Catherine, 
whose  home  is  in  California. 

A  child  of  nine  yeai-s  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  America,  our  subject  was  reared  in  Sauk 
County  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Sauk  City,  where  he  gained  a  fair  knowledge  of 
both  the  German  and  English  languages.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  years  he  united  with  the  Evangelical 
Association,  and  five  years  later  became  a  Class- 
leader  in  the  chui-ch.  When  twenty  years  of  age 
he  received  an  appointment  as  minister  of  a  mission 
in  the  .Jefferson  Circuit,  in  Wisconsin, and  later  was 
transferred  to  the  Meuomonee  Circuit,  where  his 
position  was  one  of  responsibility.  Later  lie  was 
located  at  Waukesha,  Wis.,  and  he  has  also  had 
charge  of  the  church  at  JVIilwaukee.  For  twoyeare 
he  preached  at  Lameina,  Wis.,  being  sent  tlicnoe 
to  Racine,  and  from  there  to  the  Prairie  du  Sac 
Circuit  and  Kickapoo  Mission,  where  he  had  two 
young  men  under  his  charge.  He  resided  in  Prai- 
rie du  Sac  for  one  year,  but  later,  owing  to  failing 
health,  he  discontinued  preaching  for  two  yeaj-s. 

Upon  resuming  his  ministerial  labors,  Mr.  Ragatz 
for  a  time  resided  in  Wisconsin,  at  Prairie  du  Sac, 
but  when  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Conferences 
were  separated,  and  the  Minnesota  Conference  was 
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formed,  lie  served  as  a  volunteer  delegate  to  tlie 
latter  and  accepted  a  charge  in  tliat  Stale,  For  one 
year  he  held  a  i>astorate  at  .St.  Paul,  then  spent 
two  ycfti-s  at  the  Crow  River  Mission.  At  that 
time  the  Sioux  Indians  were  causing  consider- 
iihlc  trouble  among  the  white  settlers,  and  during 
1861  and  1802  they  renewed  their  depredations. 
Mr.  Ragatz  served  as  a  spy  during  the  Sionx 
wai-s.  Having  a  young  man  under  his  charge  and 
feeling  anxious  with  regard  to  liis  safety,  he  started 
north  toward  the  mission.  Upon  arriving  at  St 
Peter's,  he  found  that  over  one  thousand  of  the 
whites  had  been  massacred,  ninety-one  of  the  num- 
ber being  his  friends,  and  he  otiiciated  at  the 
services  held  at  the  funeral.  The  young  man  un- 
der his  charge  lived  ten  miles  from  St.  Peter's,  and 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  Mr.  Hagata  he  went 
home,  and  on  the  following  Tuesday  morning  the 
Indians  came  to  the  door  of  liis  house  and  killed 
him. 

Before  Mr.  Ragatz  reached  home  the  news  came 
to  his  wife  that  he  had  been  killed,  and  the  shock 
was  so  great  as  to  cause  nervous  prostration.  Our 
subject  returned  to  Prairie  du  Sac,  and  thence  went 
to  the  Portage  Mission  in  Wisconsin  and  remained 
for  two  yeai-s.  J^ater  he  remained  for  two  years 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  but  on  account  of  an  attack 
of  ague  he  returned  to  Sauk  County,  He  resided 
in  Troy,  111.,  for  two  years,  but  upon  disijosing 
of  his  property  there,  he  removed  to  Chicago,  and 
for  six  months  was  in  the  insurance  business  with 
his  brother.  From  that  city  he  onrne  to  Berrien 
County,  and  purchased  eight  acre.s,  for  whidi  he 
paid  $2,000,  At  the  present  time  (1893),  he  is  the 
owner  of  forty-eight  acres,  the  most  of  which  is  de- 
voted to  fruit-raising.  The  land  is  enibellislied 
with  a  first-oiass  set  of  buildings  and  is  in  excellent 
cultivation. 

May  22, 1856,  Mr.  Ragatz  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Catlierina  Steiner,and  they  were  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children,  two  of  whom  ai'c  deceased. 
The  surviving  members  of  the  family  are:  Annie, 
who  lives  in  Waseca,  Minn., and  is  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  William  Stcgner;  Lydia  Agnes,  who  married 
Ellis  Weber,  a  merchant  of  Faribault,  Minn.;  Julia, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Washington  Stegner.  a  merchant 
of  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Christina,  a  gradua'«o(  a  High 


School  and  now  preceptress  at  the  kindergarten  in 
Whiteliall,  Mich.;  .Samuel,  a  resident  of  Michigan, 
formerly  a  teacher  in  the  Manual  Training  School 
at  Chicago,  and  now  in  Bay  City,  being  employed 
by  Wells  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  fruit  pack- 
ages; Amy,  a  graduate  of  the  St.  Joseph  school  and 
a  teacher  by  profession;  and  Benjamin  and  Arthur, 
who  are  home.  Edward  and  Julia  are  deceased.  In 
his  political  views,  Mr.  Ragatz  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican, casting  his  lirst  ballot  for  Gen.  Fremont,  and 
has  voted  for  every  President  since  until  1892, 
but  he   is  now  a  strong  ally  of  the  Prohibition 
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J;OHN  M.  ROUCII.  The  business  of  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  and  lumber  products 
has  for  some  years  formed  one  of  the  im- 
portant productive  industries  of  Berrien 
County.  Mr.  Rouch  is  a  thoroughly  practical  and 
experienced  man  in  the  sawmill  business,  and  has 
conducted  extensive  enterprises  in  tliat  tine  for  a 
long  jieriod.  He  lias  been  a  resident  of  Buchanan 
since  1889,  and  is  consequently  identified  with  the 
interests  of  the  village,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
most  influential  citizens. 

Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  Is  the   birthplace  of  Mr. 
Roueh,  and  he  was  born  eighteen  miles  from  the 
city    of    Harrisburg,   July    15,    1840.     His  father, 
Henry  Rouch,   was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
followed    farming  pursuits  in   that  State  until  his 
deatli.     His  wife  was  Eliza  Zearing,  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  State,   and  of  German -English    de- 
scent.    Five  sons  and  two  daughtens  were  born  to 
bless  this  home,  and  among  the  number  our  subject 
was  third  in  order  of  birth.     His  boyhood  years 
were  uneventfully  passed  in  his  native  place  and 
he  grew  to  manhood  self-reliant  and  intelligent, 
well  fitted  to  cope  with  the  obstacles  which  lie  in 
'   the  path  of  every  ambitious  young  man. 
j        In  1866  Mr.  Roueh  came  to  Michigan  and  located 
I    in  Bortrand  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  gen- 
I    eial  farming  for  one  year.     Soon  afterward,  in  the 
)   spring  of  1869,  he  married  Miss  Susan,  daughter 
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of  Daniel  and  Martha  Bressler,!ind  in  the  following 
year  the  young  couple  located  in  Btiehanan  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Rouch  pni'chased  a  farm  situated  one 
mile  west  of  the  village  of  Buchanan,  and  there  he 
embarked  in  farming,  continuing  at  that  place  for 
six  years,  and  meanwhile  placing  vaUiable  improve- 
ments on  the  estate.  Removing  tlience  to  Ber- 
trand  Tovrnship,  he  resided  in  that  portion  of  the 
country  for  eleven  years,  devoting  his  entire  at- 
tention to  the  worif  of  improving  a  farm.  In  ISS-l 
he  purchased  an  interest  in  a  sawmill  in  Oronoko 
Township,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for 
two  years.  Tlien  selling  his  interest  in  the  enter- 
prise, he  located  in  the  village  of  Huchanan,  where 
he  now  owns  a  half-interest  in  a  sawmill.  His 
business  enterprises  have  proved  uniformly  suc- 
cessful,and  in  all  his  investments  he  has  displayed 
sagacity  and  executive  ability. 

In  ills  social  connection,  Mr,  Rouch  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
holding  meinbereliip  in  Blue  Lodge  No,  68,  at  Bu- 
chanan; Chapter  No.  2,  at  Niles;  and  Niles  Com- 
mandery  No.  12,  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Rouch 
has  made  a  careful  study  of  the  issues  of  the  day, 
and  believes  that  the  principles  adopted  by  the 
Republican  party  will  beat  suliserve  the  interests  of 
the  people.  He  served  for  two  terms  as  Treasurer 
of  Bevtrand  Township,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  Buchanan,  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  the  parent*  of  three  children,  the 


youngest  of 
viving  childr 


i-hom,  liosa,  is  deceased, 
nd  Ada. 


The 


^^P  ZRO  S,  JONES,  deceased,  for  many  years 
^jyU  one  of  the  prominent  and  enterprising 
SI  iS  business  men  of  Dowagiac,  Cass  County, 
^  Mich.,  and  highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen 
of  sterling  integrity,  was  a  native  of  Hopkinton,N. 
II,,  and  was  born  July  12,  1823.  His  father,  Jacob 
Jones,  belonged  to  a  highly  respectable  family 
in  New  England,  noted  for  their  strength  of  mind 
and  decision  of  cli.aractcr.  The  wife  of  Jacob 
Jones,  a  most  estimable  woman,  was  in  maidenliood 


Lydia  Straw.  She  came  to  Michigan  to  live  with 
her  childi-en,  but  died  soon  afterward  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  in  1862, 

Azro  S.  Jones  was  reared  in  the  New  England 
home,  and.  while  yet  a  lad  became  a  marine  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  navy.  He  sailed  in 
the  frigate  "Savannah,"  and  during  a  period  of 
four  yeai-s  visited  nearly  all  the  ports  of  tlie  Old  and 
tlic  New  Worlds.  He  was  afterward  transfen-ed  to 
the  "Constitution"  ("Old  Ironsides"),  and  served 
as  Corporal  on  this  famous  battleship  during  the 
Mexican  War,  After  the  term  of  his  enlistment 
expired,  Mr,  Jones  located  in  Lowell,  and  became 
a  moulder  in  a  large  foundry,  where  be  remained 
three  years.  During  this  time,  in  1852,  our  snbject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  But- 
terfield,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  born  in 
Charlestown  March  16,  1832. 

lloljert  Butterlicid,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Jones,  was 
also  horn  in  tlic  Stale  of  New  Hampshire,  and  was 
reared  in  liis  birthplace,  Francistown.  He  was  by 
occupation  a  farmer,  but  also  engaged  in  buying 
wool.  In  common  with  many  other  patriotic 
friends  and  neighbors,  be  actively  jmrticipated  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  was,  politically,  a  strong 
Democrat,  and  a  liian  of  indomitable  energy  and 
perseverance.  His  wife,  Betsey  Tenny,  was  a 
daughter  of  an  early  resident  of  New  t^ngland, 
the  well-known  Dr.  Tenny.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butter- 
field  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  reach  the  years  of  maturity,  and 
two  of  whom  yet  survive;  the  widow  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  Charles  F,  Buttcrfield,  now  residitig  in 
Lake  Crystal,  Minn,,  a  prosperous  miller. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  snbject,  be  and  liis 
estimable  wife  remained  in  Lowell,  but  linally  re- 
solved to  try  tlie  broader  opportunities  of  the 
great  West,  and  journeyed  to  far-off  Illinois,  set- 
tling in  Kane  County,  where  Mr.  Jones  purchased 
la)id  and  entered  into  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr. 
Jones  made  his  liome  in  Illinois  but  a  brief  time. 
In  1855  he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  |>ermanently 
located  in  Dowagiac.  then  a  small  village.  Here 
*  he  built  the  large  while  brick  building,  corner  of 
Front  and  Commercial  Streets,  now  owned  by  the 
Jewell  estate,  and  entered  into  partnei-ship  with 
Jiis  brotlier,  G.    C.  Jones,   in  the  dry-goods  trade. 
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Tlie  tit'iii  dciit  largely  in  that  line  and  also 
Iminlled  large  quantities  of  wheat  and  wool.  The 
business  was  piospeiously  continued  for  twenty- 
three  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
Azro  y,  Jones  went  into  the  grocery  trade.  Again 
honesty  in  dealing  and  correet  business  metliods 
had  their  reward,  and  he  was  the  i-ecipient  of  a 
fine  trade,  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  I'c- 
tire  from  tlie  active  duties  of  business  life. 

Two  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mre.  Jones: 
Charles  li.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Chicago,  and 
head  book-keeper  for  Fraser  &  Chalmei-s;  and 
Edwin  D.,  shipping-clerk  for  the  Round  Oak  Stove 
Works.  Mr.  Jones  was  originally  a  Republican, 
but  "liberalized"  with  a  great manj- other  members 
of  the  gi-and  old  party  in  1872  and  voted  for 
Greeley,  He  afterward  became  a  thorough  Dem- 
ocrat, was  a  firm  believer  in  a  policy  of  reconcili- 
ation between  the  North  and  South,  and  was  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  tariff  reform. 
Mr,  Jones  held  various  ollices  of  public  trust,  but 
was  not  a  politician  of  the  modern  school,  and 
would  consent  to  hold  olHcc  only  when  the  otHce 
sought  tlie  man.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  several  times  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  taking  an  active  part  especially  in 
all  matters  of  local  progress  and  educational  ad- 
,vancement.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
visited  Watcrtown,  N.  Y.,  in  early  days  and  pur- 
chased the  first  fire  engine,  considered  an  event  at 
the  time,  for  it  was  then  believed  Downgiac  had 
advanced  from  a  village  to  a  town. 

Mr,  Jones  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Do- 
wagiac  llnion  Fair,and  was  its  Treasurer.  A  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  he  was  closely  identified  with 
all  matters  of  public  improvementandcontributed 
Iil>erally  to  all  measures  having  for  their  object  the 
development  of  the  city  and  a  lietter  condition  of 
its  people.  Faithful  to  his  oliicial  work,  he  was  also 
a  valued  member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  .and 
in  fact  was  one  of  tlie  organizei-s  of  the  First  Un- 
iversalist Church  of  Dow.agiac.  He  served  .as  Dea- 
con and  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  giving 
generously  in  behalf  of  the  church  support.  Mr. 
.Tones  entertained  advanced  ideas  on  tlie  divinity 
of  the  Bible  and  the  future  destiny  of  man,  but 
respected  the  opinions  of   those  who  differed  in  a 


religions  way.  Of  limited  education,  he  was 
nevertheless  a  man  of  broad  ideas,  well  posted  on 
the  iKjlitical  and  social  topics  of  the  day,  and  was 
an  interesting  talker  on  various  subjects.  He  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
by  whom  he  was  deeply  mourned,  when,  upon  the 
16th  of  April,  1890,  he  passed  to  liis  rest.  The 
day  of  the  funei-al  the  business  houses  of  Dowagiac 
were  closed,  and  the  citj'  with  one  accord  testified 
to  the  high  regard  and  sincere  respect  in,  which 
Azro  Jones  was  lield  by  his  fellow-townsmen.  His 
widow  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  endeared 
to  her  by  the  many  memories  of  the  past. 


i-^-i^i 


J  ""I  AMES  R.  DUNHAM.  The  cultivation  of 
I  small  fruits  h.as  proven  to  be  one  of  the  most 
i  important  and  successful  industries  of 
Berrien  County,  and  among  the  men  who 
are  prosperously  engaged  in  this  business  may  be 
mentioned  the  name  of  our  subject,  who  owns  a 
fine  fruit  farm  located  on  section  34,  St.  Joseph 
Township.  Here  he  has  tliirty-six  acres,  upon 
which  he  raises  peaches,  grapes  and  bciries,  making 
his  shipments  to  the  markets  at  Chicago  and  Mil- 
waukee. In  addition  to  this  valuable  property, 
he  is  the  owner  of  six  hundred  and  sixty-one 
acres  of  land  in  Lincoln  Township,  of  which 
seventy-five  have  Iteen  cleared  and  placed  under 
excellent  cultivation.  Upon  that  place  he  raises 
small  fruits  and  lorries,  and  finds  tliis  business  a 
remunei'ative  one.  His  wife  is  theowner  of  thirty- 
four  acres  in  Lincoln  Township,  which  is  partly 
cleared  and  devoted  to  Iruit-raising. 

A  native  of  Michigan,  our  subject  was  bom  in 
Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  on  the  21st 
of  April,  1836,  He  traces  his  ancestry  to  patriotic 
and  valiant  forefathers.  His  paternal  gieat-grand- 
falher,  Matthew  Dimliam,  enlisted  at  Ihc  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  served 
until  its  close,  and  tradition  says  that  he  was  pres- 
ent at  the  famous  "tea  jjarty"  in  Boston  Harbor. 
He  settled  on  Johnson  Creek,  in  New  York  State, 
where  he  constructed  and  managed  a  raft  in  the 
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American  service  thiring  the  War  of  1812,  but  the 
raft,  having  been  discovered  by  the  British  fleet, 
was  destroyed. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
James  Dunham,  who  was  reared  in  New  Jersey  and 
married  a  Miss  Ward,  of  New  Yorli  City,  wlienee 
tliey  moved  to  western  New  Yorlt  and  from  there 
up  Saekett's  Harbor,  and  later  to  Canada.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Timothy  Ward  Dunham 
was  born  iu  Canada,  January  12,  1808,  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  a  child  of  two  years,  and 
eight  yeai-s  later  his  mother  was  again  married. 
He  was  about  seventeen  when  he  started  out  in 
the  world  to  earn  his  own  Jivelihood,  and,  pro- 
ceeding to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  he  found  employment 
for  a  time  on  a  farm. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1834,  the  senior  Mr. 
Dunham  spent  one  summer  in  Jackson  County  and 
in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  settled  in  Kal- 
amazoo County,  where  he  pui-chased  land  and 
embarked  in  the  nursery  business.  In  1854  he 
disposed  of  his  property  in  Kal.-imazoo  County,  and, 
coming  to  Berrien  County,  located  in  St.  Joseph 
Township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  engaged 
in  fruit -raising.  Having  been  reared  along  the 
lake  shore  in  New  York  State,  in  the  midst  of  a 
fine  fruit  country,  he  was  n.iturally  familiar  with, 
and  interested  in,  the  cultivation  of  fruit,  and 
when  he  settled  in  Kalamazoo  County  he  endeav- 
ored,   but   in    vain,    to    make    a    success    of  that 


When  Mr,  Dunham  came  to  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship, he  pui-chased  two  hundred  acres  along  the 
lake  shore,  and  judging  that  this  land  would  be 
especially  adapted  for  fruit-raising,  he  embarked 
in  that  business,  and  proved,  to  tlie  great  aston- 
ishment and  delight  of  other  people  in  the  county, 
that  the  soil  here  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  raising 
of  fruits.  His  name  is  worthy  of  perpetuation, 
for  he  was  the  pioneer  of  the  nursery  business  in 
Kalamazoo  County  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
fruit  busineij!!  here,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive fruit-growers  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Removing  to  Lincoln  Township,  Mr.  Dunham 
embarked  in'  the  sawmill  business  and  was  thus 
eugaged  for  a  number  of  years.     He  also  planted 


a  peach  and  a  grape  oi"chard  on  his  place,  where 
be  resided  until  the  fail  of  1802,  and  since  that 
time  has  made  his  home  with  our  subject.  He  was 
married  June  28,  183.5,  to  Miss  Catherine,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Enos  Newman.  This  estimable  lady  was 
born  in  Vermont,  whence  in  an  early  day  she  ac- 
companied her  parents  to  Covington,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  grew  to  womanhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  she  came  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich,,  where  she  was 
married.  Her  death  occurred  July  12,  1892,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  eleven  months. 
She  was  a  woman  of  many  noble  attributes  of 
character  and  was  devotedly  attached  to  her  hus- 
band and  children.  Two  of  her  children  wei-e 
Mary,  who  married  Bryce  Quint,  and  died  on  a 
farm  near  Niles;  and  Martha,  who  died  when  six 
months  old. 

In  early  days  Timothy  Dunham  was  a  Whig,  and 
later  became  a  strong  Abolitionist.  Ho  is  now 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he 
gives  his  unwavering  support.  He  was  converted 
in  1828,  uniting  with  the  Methodist  Kpiscoijal 
Church,  and  is  now  a  member  of  tlic  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  sur- 
viving settlers  of  St.  Joseph  Township,  and  at  the 
present  time  (1893)  is  eighty-five  years  of  age. 
A  man  of  affable  manners,  intelligence  of  a  very 
high  order,  and  shrewd  business  qualities,  he  has 
attracted  a  host  of  friends  and  attained  a  [xisition 
among  the  most  successful  of  Berrien's  pioneers. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Kala- 
mazoo County,  Mich.,  until  1854,  when  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Cass  County,  this  State.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  and 
about  six  months  after  he  attained  his  majority 
he  settled  on  his  present  farm.  Prior  to  his  settle- 
ment here,  the  timber  had  been  cut  down,  but  had 
been  replaced  by  a  dense  growth  of  brush,  which 
forced  Mr.  Uunham  to  do  considerable  "grubbing." 
As  the  result  of  energy  and  industry,  he  succeeded 
in  clearing  the  land,  planting  trecsand  improving 
the  place.  At  the  time  he  came  here,  tlie  entire 
country  was  in  a  very  wild  state.  Wild  anim.ils 
were  here  in  abundance,and  our  subject  frequently 
engaged  in  the  sport  of  liunting  deer,  which  often 
foil  the  victims  of  his  unerring  shot. 

In  Kalamazoo  County,  June  25,  1859,  Mr.  Dun- 
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Lam  mtii'ried  Mi»s  Rebecca  Ann,  daiiglitcr  of 
Cliai'ks  Ackley,  and  tliey  .ire  the  parents  of  six 
cliiidrcii,  namely:  Enos  \V.,  a  prominent  fruit- 
grower  of  Lincoln  Township;  Sarah  Eltn,  a  school 
teacher  residing  at  home;  Ernest  J.,  who  resides  at 
Stfivensville,  Berrien  County,  and  operates  a.  saw- 
mill wliieh  he  and  his  father  own;  Catherine  E,, 
Charles  W.  and  Mary  A.,  who  are  at  liome. 


eLYDE  II.  BAKER,  the  poput.ir  merch.ant  of 
Buelianan,  was  born  in  Bertrand  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  on  the  ilth  of  No- 
vember, 1857,  His  [larents,  Lewis  V.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Haseltine)  Baker,  were  natives  respectively 
of  New  York  and  Ohio,  and  after  tlieir  marri.ige 
located  in  Beitranri  Township.  In  connection 
with  farming  pursuits  the  fattier  followed  the  Lr.ade 
of  a  miller,  and  started  the  first  gristmill  in  the 
townsliip.  I'olttically,  he  was  firm  in  his  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was 
always  willing  to  work  for  the  good  of  that  or- 
ganization. In  i-eligious  connections  lie  was  iden- 
tilied  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
his  life  he  exenipltlied  the  sincerity  of  his  belief. 
His  de.ith  occurred  in  his  sixty-third  year  and  was 
widely  mourned,  for  he  had  a  host  of  friends.  His 
wife  passed  aw.ay  at  the  age  of  sixty -eight  years. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Lewis  and  Elizabeth 
Baker,  the  following  is  noted:  Florence  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  yeai-s;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of 
John  Redden;  Johnnie  passed  away  when  a  Ijoyof 
Rftcen  ye.ars;  I^ewis  W,  is  a  physician  residing  in 
Buchanan;  Clyde  IL,  of  this  sketch,  Is  the  young- 
est member  of  the  family.  He  attended  the  sclio.  Is 
of  Uertrand  Township  and  subsequently  was  a  pu- 
pil in  tiie  Biiclianan  High  School.  In  1879  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  T.  M.  Fulton  A-  Co.,  of  Bu- 
channn,  and  occupied  a  clerical  position  in  that 
house  for  two  years.  Having  gained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  business  by  this  experience,  and  hav- 
ing also  by  economy  and  industry  accumulated  a 
sullicient  amount    of    money    for  the    purpose,  he 


embarked  in  business  for  himself  and  opened  a 
furniture  establishment,  which  he  conducted  for 
five  years. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Baker  pui-chased  a  half-inter- 
est in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  L.  R.  Boyle, 
and  the  partnerahip  thus  formed  continued  until 
1890,  when  our  subject  purchased  his  partner's  in- 
terest. The  business  is  now  conducted  under  the 
name  of  C.  H.  liaker,  and  has  enjoyed  a  steady  in- 
crease, until  the  establishment  is  now  the  largest  in 
the  city.  The  store  is  conveniently  located  on 
l-'ront  Street,  and  has  a  large  trade  not  only  from 
the  people  of  Buch.inan,  but  also  from  the  resi- 
dents of  adjoining  places.  Mr.  Baker  is  also  a 
Director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Buchanan 
and  is  one  of  the  stockholders  of  that  institution. 

in  politics  a  liepublican,  Mr.  Baker  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  sagacious  and  clear-headed 
leaders  of  the  party  in  Buchanan.  In  1887-88  he 
served  as  Townsliip  Treasurer,  and  has  recently 
been  called  to  till  the  position  of  City  Treasui-er. 
In  1890  and  181)2  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Village 
lioard.  In  i-egaid  to  social  relations,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Bueli.anan  Ix>dge  No,  G8,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Rt 
Joseph  Chapter  No.  4,  Niles  Council  No.  19,  and 
Niles  Commandery  No.  12.  He  is  also  identilied 
with  De  Witt  Clinton  Consistory  at  Grand  liap- 
ids,  and  tlieSaladtn  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Slirine.  t>ctober 
24,  1881),  he  married  Miss  Estelle  J.,  daughter  of 
James  and  Nancy  Reynolds,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Elizabeth   Haseltine,  who  was  born  July  2, 
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^  jiAhL  F.  nOYT,  Secretary  and  Superintend- 
\aj//  cnt  of  tliC  Dowagiac  Manufacturing  Com- 
^7^  t'any,  was  born  in  Silver  Creek  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  April  27,1859.  His  father, 
John  V.  Hoyt,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  in  his 
youth  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Mexican  War, 
but  was  refused  on  account  of  being  under  age. 
For  some  time  he  resided  in  the  South,  where  he 
was  .1  slave-owner  and  also  followed  the  trade  of 
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a  hatter.  Coming  to  Midiigan  about  1856,  he  es- 
lablished  a  gvistmili  in  Silver  Creek  Township, 
whicb  was  usually  known  as  the  Old  Red  Mill. 
His  death  occurred  in  1860,  when  in  life's  prime. 
His  wife  survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing 
Rwny  in  1867.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children;  our  subject,  St.  Louis,  and  Winfleld,  who 
is  the  foreman  in  the  factory  at  Dowagiac. 

Orphaned  in  childhood,  our  subject  came  to 
Dowagiac  when  about  nine  j'ears  of  age,  and  for 
five  years  made  his  home  with  the  family  of  F.  J. 
Mosher.  Later  he  spent  a  short  time  with  his 
guardian,  M,  T.  Garvey,  at  Cassopolis.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  returned  to  Dowagiac  and  fin- 
ished his  education  in  the  High  School  of  this  city, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1879.  Afterward 
he  taught  in  the  district  schools  for  three  yeai-s. 
Leaving  that  profession  for  an  active  business  life, 
he  was  employed  for  one  year  as  shipping-clerk, 
and  for  the  two  yeare  following  in  the  pi-od«c«  busi- 
ness. In  1885  he  became  book-keeper  for  the 
Dowagiac  Manufacturing  Company,  and  was  af- 
terward promoted  to  be  Secretary  and  manager  of 
the  enterprise.  He  was  one  of  the  first  stockhold- 
ers and  is  also  a  Director  of  the  company. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Hoyt  first  became  connected 
with  the  company  a  few  drills  liad  been  manufac- 
tured, but  the  business  was  at  a  low  ebb.  Realiz- 
ing that  it  could  be  made  a  flnanciai  success  if 
properly  managed,  he,  with  several  others,  remod- 
eled the  drill  and  commenced  to  manufacture  it. 
During  their  first  years  of  business  they  sold  a  few 
of  their  manufactures  in  the  Northwest,  and  grad- 
ually increased  the  sales  until  the  enterprise  is 
now  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  in 
the  State.  Steady  employment  is  given  to  a  force 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  there  ate  six 
traveling  salesmen  on  the  road.  The  capital  stock 
is  150,000,  while  the  sales  arc  principally  in  the 
West  and  Northwest.  During  1892  the  output  of 
machines  was  between  five  and  six  thousand  drills. 
The  wonderful  success  which  has  crowned  this 
business  enterprise  is  due  largely  to  the  ability 
and  judgment  of  Mr.  Hoyt,  who  has  labored  un- 
weariedly  to  secure  for  it  the  greatest  materia) 
development.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  in- 
ventors of  the  new  machine,  and   has  several  [St- 


ents on  it,  including  the  spring  attachment,  tlie 
covering  wheel  and  the  foi-ce  feed. 

In  the  fall  of  1881  Mr.  Hoyt  married  Miss  Dora 
Blatchley,  who  was  born  in  Dowagiac  and  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  this  city.  In  his  political 
belief  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  now  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  local  board  of  the  Capital  Building 
and  Loan  Association  of  this  city,  and  is  other- 
wise identified  with  important  interests  of  the 
place.  As  a  business  man  he  has  the  confidence  of 
the  people  and  occupies  a  high  place  in  their 
regard. 


E 


DWARD  BRAMMALL  has  won  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  plumber,  and  the  thorough- 
■^1  ness  of  the  work  executed  by  him  and  the 
reasonableness  of  his  prices,  as  well  as  his  trusts 
worthyand  thorough  business  methods,  have  placed 
him  among  the  leading  business  men.  He  was  lK>rn 
in  Duckinfield,  England,  October  17,  1849,  and  is 
•I  son  of  John  N.  and  Sarah  (Evans)  lirammall. 
The  father  was  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Eng- 
land and  remained  there  until  18A7,  when  he  de- 
cided to  cross  the  ocean  to  America.  After  reach- 
ing this  country  he  located  in  New  York  City, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Philadelphia,  thence 
to  Chic8go,and  thence  to  Jackson,  Tenn.  In  1863 
he  returned  to  Chicago, and  died  there  in  1865.  He 
was  a  substantial  and  highly  I'espected  citizen  and 
a  man  possesse<l  of  much  energy  and  force  of  char- 
acter. His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died 
in  England. 

Edward  lirammall,  subject  of  this  sketch,  passed 
his  boyhood  and  youth  and  received  his  education 
in  Chicago,  III.  In  1863  he  began  in  that  city  to 
learn  the  tinner's  trade  and  plumbing.  In  1867, 
for  about  nine  months,  ho  superintended  a  hard- 
ware and  tin  shop  at  Palatine,  III.,  then  returned 
to  Chicago,  He  engaged  in  business  in  that  city 
and  remained  there  until  the  year  18^9,  when  he  lo- 
cated in  Benton  Harbor.  At  this  place  he  entered 
the  employ  of  H.  M.  Peck  &  Co.,  basket  manufac- 
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turei's,  and   after  remaining  with   them  for  some 
time  entered  the  employ  of  Brunson  &  Winans, 
hardware  merchants  of  this  city,  and  continued  in 
Uicir  employ  until  1873,     After  that  ho  went  into 
the  hardware  business  on  his  own  account,  but  sold 
out  in  1876,  and  two  years  later  opened  a  tin-shop 
in  licnton  Harbor,  where  he  had  a  successful  busi- 
ness for  some  time.     Later  he  added  a  line  of  agri- 
cultural implements,  far     n         a  I  n    y     t  d 
continued  at  this  until  189                wl     1   t  n     I 
has  given  his  undividel  att     to     to  [  !u  ml  n 
and  gas  and  steam  littin         He       m  k  n 
cess  of  this,  and  is  thoro  gl  a  d      I  al  I     n    U  I 
transactions. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  18  4  h  wa  u  te  1  n  na 
riage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Si  II  a  ant  e  of  Bent  n 
Harbor,  and  they  now  have  a  pleasant  anil  comtnod 
ious  residence  on  Hpestone  Street,  lloth  are  well 
respected  in  the  city  and  have  a  host  of  warm 
personal  friends.  Politically,  Mr.  Braramall  is  a 
standi  Republican,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  lirammall  are  membej-s 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 


^>-^^<-^=^- 


,^  LEXANDER  H.  SCOT!',  J n.,  M.  D.,  a  prac- 
iMOl    tieing   physician  and  surgeon  of  St   .Jo- 
jjl  *    seph.  was  born   in  Schoolcraft,  Kalamazoo 
^  County,  Mich.,  on  the  19th  of  September, 

1840.  Tlic  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Thomas  Scott,  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  became  a  pioneer  of  Ohio. 
Alexander  H.  Seotl.,  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  as  early  as  1837 
came  to  Michigan, settling  in  Schoolcraft, and  em- 
barking in  the  mercantile  business  at  that  place. 
He  was  quite  successful  in  his  business  ventures 
and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  School- 
craft. Late  in  life  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,  where 
he  made  iiis  iiome  until  removed  by  death,  in 
August,  1888. 

The  maternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
William  Sherman,  was  a  participant  in  the  War  of 


1812,  His  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Jane  Hatch,  was  born  in  Vermont,  being  the 
daughter  of  Sherman  Hatch,  of  Scotch-Irish  ex- 
traction. The  eldest  of  four  childi-en  (of  whom 
only  two  now  survive),  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
passed  his  youth  in  the  village  of  Schoolcraft, 
where  he  was  a  student  in  the  schools.  He  after- 
ward entered  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing, 
continuing  his  studies  there  for  some  time. 

Having  resolved  to  enter  upou  the  profession  of 
a  physician,  young  Scott  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
Boliver-liarnum,  of  Schoolcraft,  after  which  he 
entered  the  medical  departmentof  Ann  ArlK)r,nnd 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  March, 
1867.  Previous  to  this,  however,  he  had  spent 
four  years  in  the  service  of  the  Union.  In  1861 
he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  G,  Sixth 
Michigan  Infantry,  Co!.  F.  W.  Curtenius command- 
ing. For  one  year  he  served  as  Color  Sergeant, 
and  afterward  occupied  the  position  of  hospital 
steward  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  was 
transferred  to  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps  and  as- 
signed to  the  Eighty-third  United  States  Ti-oops, 
serving  as  First  Lieutenant  and  Regimental  Quar- 
termaster. Later  he  received  from  Gov.  Blair  the 
appointment  of  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Twelfth 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  laboring  in  that  posi- 
tion at  the  time  the  war  closed.  He  was  subse- 
quently appointed  Surgeon  of  the  United  Sutes 
Hospital  at  Camden,  Ark.,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  Mareb  8,  1866,  when  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged,  after  having  served  hia  country 
faithfully  and  well  for  a  period  of  four  years. 

Returning  to  Michigan,  the  youthful  veteran 
resumed  his  medical  studies  in  the  State  Univer- 
sity at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which,  as  above  stated,  he 
was  gi'aduated  in  1867.  At  onceaftercompleting 
his  studies  he  located  at  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where 
he  conducted  a  general  practice.  He  is  Division 
Surgeon  for  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan  Rail- 
road, and  local  surgeon  of  the  Vandalia  Railroad, 
and  has  acquired  an  extended  reputation  throngh- 
out  this  section  of  the  State  as  a  physician  of 
skill,  thorougliness  and  great  knowledge.  He  is 
at  present  serving  as  President  of  tlie  Gold  Cui-c 
Institute  in  St.  Joseph,  lie  is  deeply  interested 
in  everything  that  pertains  to  bis  profession,  and 
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is  an  active  member  of  tlio  Beriieii  County  Med- 
ical Association  and  tlie  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

February  14,  1869,  the  Doctor  married  Miss 
Lydia  M.  Crandali,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  L.  Crandall.  One  daugliter, 
Btlla  L.,  has  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mi's.  Suott.  In 
pojilics  lie  is  a.  standi  Re|jublican.  and  was  hon- 
ored by  election  to  the  position  of  Mayor  in 
1890-91,  and  also  served  as  Trustee  of  St.  Josepli 
for  three  terms.  In  regard  to  social  connections, 
lie  is  a  member  of  Occidental  Jxidge  No.  56,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M,,  of  which  he  was  Woi-shipfnl  Master  for 
twelve  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Calvin 
Brittain  Chapter  No.  72,  R.  A.  M.;  St.  Joseph 
Council,  and  Niles  Commandery  No.  12.  He  has 
attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Masonry 
and  is  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 


SAAC  M.  VINCENT.  After  many  years  de- 
voted to  Ills  chosen  calling  of  agriculture,  Mr. 
Vincent  is  now  passing  his  declining  years 
trnnqutlly  and  comfortably  in  bis  pleasant  home 
at  Buchanan.  He  was  born  in  Fmnklin  County, 
Mass.,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1822,  being  the  son  of 
Isaac  and  Susan  (Maxam)  Vincent,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Bay  State.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Joshua  Vincent,  was  of  English  de- 
scent, and  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  During 
the  oi)ening  years  of  the  great  struggle  between 
England  and  the  Colonies,  he  enlisted  in  the  de- 
fense of  liberty  and  freedom,  and  served  with 
valor  until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  our  snbjcct  was  born  in  1 790,  and 
was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  In  early  man- 
hood he  married  the  daughter  of  Edmund  Maxam, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  one  of  the  old 
Revolutionary  heroes.  After  their  marriage  they 
located  on  a  farm  in  the  Bay  Slate,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  removed  hence  by  death, 
the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy-live,  and  the 
mother  when  four-score  and  two  years  old.    While 


Mr.  Vincent  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer, 
principally,  lie  also  engaged  to  some  extent  in 
other  pursuits,  a:id  for  four  years  was  a  peddler  in 
the  Southern  Suites, 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  children, 
five  sons  and  one  daughter,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  years.  In  Franklin  County,  Mass..  our 
subject  was  reared  to  manhood  and  acquired  a 
common-school  education.  When  ready  to  estab- 
lish domestic  ties,  be  was  married,  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1845,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Yaw,  who  was  born 
in  Whilingham,  Vt.,  November  16,  1824.  Her 
grandfather.  Hoses  Yaw,  was  descended  from  En- 
glish-French ancestry,  and  passed  his  entire  life  in 
Rhode  Island.  Her  father,  Oliver  Yaw,  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  f.trmer  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Hougiiton,  and  a  native  of  Wendall,  Mass.  Mrs. 
Vincent  is  the  eldest  of  thirteen  children,  and  is 
now  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family. 

Ten  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Vincent  went 
to  Illinois  and  located  at  Richmond,  where  they 
resided  about  one  year.  From  Illinois  they  went 
to  Indiana,  and  from  there  to  Iowa,  thence  to 
Michigan  in  1865.  Locating  near  Galien,  Berrien 
County,  iie  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  and  remained  on  that  place  about 
three  years.  In  1869  he  sold  the  land,  and  in 
1871  came  to  Buchanan,  where  he  now  lives  re- 
tired from  business.  He  and  his  wife  became 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Edwin  II.  was  born 
in  Florida,  Mass.,  November  27,  1850,  and  after 
reaching  manhood,  located  in  Three  Oaks,  Mich., 
where  he  attained  considerable  i  ro  i  e  ce  As  a 
successful  and  accommodat  g  n  e  cl  i  t  he  en- 
joyed a  large  patronage  fron  tl  e  c  ty  a  d  sur- 
rounding countrj'.  He  served  as  S  |  v  sor  of 
the  township  and  in  other  thees  of  tr  t.  Ilis 
death  occurred  January  10,  1893.  He  had  mar- 
ried Miss  Anna  McKie,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  a  daughter,  Maude  M,,  who  was  seven  teen  years 
old  at  the  lime  of  her  father's  demise.  The  other 
son  of  our  subject,  Isaac  B.,  was  born  in  Flor- 
ida, Mass.,  December  1,  1854,  and  became  a  sleep- 
ing-car conductor.  While  serving  in  that  capacity 
he  was  killed  at  Blue  Mound,  111,,  on  I.lie  Wabash 
&  Pacific  Railroad,  May  11,  1884. 
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Fi'ora  an  humble  position  in  youth,  without 
friends  or  money,  and  dependent  upon  liis  own 
unaided  exertions  for  his  maintenance,  Mr.  Vin- 
cent has  lisen  to  a  position  of  prominence  among 
tbe  public-spirited  citizens  of  Berrien  County. 
Through  his  industry  in  earlier  life  he  accumu- 
lated the  mcnns  which  enables  him  at  present  to 
live  in  comfort  and  unhai'assed  by  business  cares. 
He  is  a  man  of  deep  religious  convictions,  and  is 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Steward  and 
Trustee,  and  towai'd  the  support  of  whicli  he  has 
always  contributed  in  pro|x>rtion  to  his  means. 
Politicaliy,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  always  votes 
the  ticket  of  his  paily. 


JIOHN  GLEESON,  an  enterprisi  g        lid 
ing  general  agriculturist  and     tick 
[irolitably   cultivating  a   fine   f  f 

_       Imndred   and   sixty   acres    in    CI  k  m    g 
Township,  Berrien  County.  Mich,,  is  J         11^      t- 
uated.  his  liigbly   improved  homest     I  b         1 
catod    five  miles    northwest  of  the  p      j  1 

lage   of   Three  Oaks,  twenty-live  mil  tl  w    t 

of  the  county  seat  and  within    two   ml        f  I 
postolHce  at  Union  I'ior.     For  over  tl     t     v   ars  a 
constant  resident  of  his  present  neigl  b     1      d 
subject  lias  been    intimately  associated   w  th   tl 
local    interests    and    upward    growth      f    B 
County.     A  popular  citizen,  enjoying  tl     I      1 
teem  and  confidence  of  tbe  communitj  bj  wb       h 
is  surrounded,  he  has  received   vario        mp     ta   t 
township  oflices,  whose  duties   lie  his  al  ly 

discharged  with  rare  fidelity  and  executive  abil- 
ity. Mr.  Gleeson  was  born  in  the  city  of  Hamil- 
ton, province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  April  9,  1848. 
His  parents,  Patrick  and  Johanna  (l)wyer)  Glee- 
son,  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  and  were  ener- 
getic and  industrious  people,  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  intelligent  and  highly  respected  ancestry, 
who  generation  after  generation  reared  families, 
worthy  i-epresentatives  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 

Born,  reared  and  educated  in  their  native  land. 


the  parents  attained  to  mature  years  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Ireland.  Thoroughly  understanding  and  ap- 
preciating tlie  offered  advantages  of  the  country 
of  promise  beyond  the  sea,  the  young  couple 
Anally  decided  to  emigrate  to  America,  and,  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic,  landed  in  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada. The  parents  were  united  in  marriage  in  1846, 
and  ten  j'ears  later  the  devoted  wife  and  mother 
passed  to  her  rest  in  Hamilton.  She  had  borne 
four  children,  one  daughter  and  three  sons.  Our 
subject,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  was  educated  in 
his  primary  studies  in  the  common  schools  of 
Canada,  but  afterward  received  extended  instruc- 
tions in  the  celebrated  college  of  St.  Michael's,  in 
Toronto.  When  sixteen  years  of  age,  accompany- 
ing his  father,  John  Gleeson,  becanieto  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Beriien  County,  Mich.,  mak- 
ing a  permanent  home  in  Chikaming  Township, 
where  they  have  sinceconstantly  resided.  Patrick 
Gleeson,  now  four-score  yeai-s  of  age,  enjoys  un- 
allj  g     d  h     Itl    f  of  eightyyears'  ex- 

Iie  tl     t    1       d  w  g  cares  of  life.     An 

p    gl  t     t  ft         tl       f  character  and  ear- 

ti      [OS     tl  1!    f  tier  is  universally  re- 

p    t    1 
O  b]     t    1  d  1  fe  work  of  the  pur- 

t     f  It  I  f         his  youth  trained 

tilt  f  tl  ft  nd  b  J  dustry,  has  success- 
f  lly    n  1      If      1        ly  1      upward  way.     En- 

t  tl   k  t       t      t    the  development  of 

loc  I        I  t       n  ]        t    prise,  Mr.  Gleeson 

be     m  f  tl     p  ent  and  most  pop- 

ul  f  th     ttw     1    t       In    1882,  elected  to 

tl        9p        hi    pos  t  f  S  pervisor,  he  served 

w  tl  1  pf  b  I  tj    t     1      friends  and  neigh- 

b       tl    1 1  I    t   1  tf  a  second  term,  and 

n  1891  wu  n  d      n        nmbentof  tbe  same 

office  and  again  served  two  successive  terms.  Po- 
litically a  Democrat,  our  subject  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  "Party  of  the  People,"  and  has  been 
prominent  among  the  councils  of  the  Democrats 
of  the  county.  For  two  terms  Mr.  Gleeson  elHci- 
entiy  'occupied  the  oHicial  position  of  Treasurer 
of  Chikaming  Township,  and  has  been  invaiiably 
active  in  forwarding  all  inaltei-s  of  mutual  wel- 
fare. He  is  well  posted  in  the  atTairs  of  the  day, 
to   which   be  gives  earnest  attention,  and  many 
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years  ago  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Samut'l 
J.  Tilden.  Our  subject  is  n  liberiil- minted  man  of 
native  generosity,  and  is  ever  ready  ta  uiti  in  social 
and  benevolent  enterprises,  and,  in  full  accord 
with  his  fellow-townsmen,  possesses  the  best  wislies 
of  a  liost  of  sincere  friends. 


WILLIS  H.  ARGABRKirr.  foreman  of  llie 
Round  Oak  Stove  Works  at  llowagiac, 
was  born  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  May  21, 
1841.  His  father,  John  Argabiight,  was  born  in 
Blaclisburg,  Giles  County,  Va.,  and  after  learning 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  the  Old  Dominion  he 
came  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Clarke  County,  where 
he  followed  his  chosen  occupation.  In  1854  he 
came  to  Miciiigan  and  settled  in  Cass  County, 
renting  a  farm  near  the  city  of  Cassopolis.  Farm- 
ing pm-suits  engaged  his  attention,  and  he  tilled 
the  soil  of  that  place  until  1867,  when  he  removed 
to  a  farm  situated  about  five  miles  south  of  Do- 
wagiac.  Later  lie  ceased  his  active  farming  labors, 
and,  coining  to  Dowagiac,  lived  here  retired  from 
business  ansietiesand  cares  until  his  demise,  which 
occurred  in  1874. 

The  union  of  John  Avgabright  and  Matilda 
Prilliman  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  our  sub- 
ject; Henry  M.,  who  is  assistant  foreman  at  the 
Round  Oak  Stove  Works;  and  Mre.  Charity  Rench, 
whose  home  is  in  Dowagiac.  The  father  of  this 
family  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  was  an  honorable,  upright  man,  whose 
religious  belief  wag  exemplified  by  his  noble  life. 
In  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  the  subject  of  tins  sketch 
resided  until  thirteen  years  old.  when  lie  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Michigan  and  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  the  farm  in  Cass  County. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Argabright  occurred  in 
1868  and  united  him  witli  Miss  Lucy,  daughter  of 
Ziba  Keff,  who  was  a  farmer  of  .Jefferson  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Mrs.  Argabright  was  born  in 
Lake  County,  Ohio,  and  was  about  seven  years 
old  when   she  came  to  Michigan.     After  his  mar- 


riage Mr.  Argabright  located  near  Edwardsburgh, 
Cass  County,  but  after  residing  there  for  two 
years  came  to  Dowagiac,  where  for  a  time  he 
worked  on  the  railroad.  After  following  that  oc- 
cupation for  about  six  months  he  was  appointed 
freight  clerk,  which  position  lie  filled  for  five  years. 
Later  he  received  the  appointment  of  freight  and 
ticket  agent  at  this  place  for  the  Michigan  CcnLral 
Railroad,  and  occupied  that  responsible  position 
twenty-two  years.  Afterward  he  traveled  for  two 
years  in  the  employ  of  the  Round  Oak  Stove 
Works,  being  the  third  traveling  salesman  on  the 
road  for  this  company.  When  lie  left  the  rond  he 
accepted  the  position  he  still  occupies  as  foreman 
of  the  Round  Oak  Stove  Works,  which  lie  has  filled 
since  1888. 

Politically,  Mr.  Argabright  is  a  Democrat,  firm 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  party  of  his  choice.  Soci- 
ally, he  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Maccabees. 
His  residence  is  a  pleasant  abode,  built  after  the 
latest  designs  and  containing  modern  improve- 
ments, and  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Chesboro 
and  Park  Place.  In  addition  to  this  property  Mr. 
Argabright  is  the  owncrof  a  finely  improved  place 
of  eighty  acres  located  two  miles  fi'om  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  Dowagiac,  in  Pokagon  Township. 
This  farm  is  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  purposes  and  is  embellished  with  an  excel- 
lent class  of  buildings. 


m»mi 


Tt„.^^ON.  FRANCIS  H.  BERRICK,  M.  D.,  of  Bu- 
KjV  chanan,  was  born  in  Middlesex,  Middlesex 
l^k^  County,  Mass.,  on  the  18tli  of  September, 
1^  1823.  His  father,  Ilarmones  Bcrrick,wasa 
native  of  Germany, and  fought  for  sixyears  under 
the  immortal  Bonaparte.  Having  lieeu  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  English,  he  was  brought  to  America 
when  about  twenty-five  years  old.  After  being 
released  from  captivity  he  established  his  home  in 
Middlesex  County,  Mass.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  of  a  glass  manufacturer. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  of  Irish  descent 
and  was  born  and  reared  in  Maine.     She  bore  the 
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iiiaidun  name  of  M.ifgaret  Urewef,  and  was  a  lady 
of  pk'asiuit  (Ii8|)(isition  and  siiiisliiiiy  way^.  Slie 
was  especially  devoted  to  llie  welfare  of  liei'  cliil- 
dren.of  wliom  there  were  eight,  as  follows;  James 
JI.,  deceased;  Jiine  0.,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Dale, 
residing  in  Richmond,  Me.;  Margaret,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Edwin  Stearns,  of  Lowell,  Mass.;  Francis 
II.,  of  tliis  sketcli;  Edward,  a  business  man  of 
Boston;  Anna  G.,  who  married  John  Collins,  now 
deceased;  and  Chniles  M.,  who  enlisted  in  defense 
of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  War  and  was  in 
active  service  from  1861  until  1866. 

In  iiis  father's  home,  Francis  II.  Ikirick  grew  to 
manhood,  meanwhile  becoming  throngh  study  and 
extensive  reading  a  well-informed  man.  In  1847 
he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  tSecond  Advent 
Church  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged  in 
prtac'hing  the  Gospel,  holding  pastorates  at  vai'i- 
ous  places  in  the  Bay  Htate.  In  1861  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  Harvard  College,  where  he 
prosecuted  his  legal  studies  and  fiwm  which  insti- 
tution lie  was  graduated.  lie  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  Essex  County,  Mass.,  in  1864  and  practiced 
his  pi-ofession  for  two  years  in  lk>ston.  Realizing, 
however,  that  the  gieat  West  offered  opportunities 
which  the  East  could  not,  he  determined  upon  es- 
tablishing a  home  in  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

In  1868  our  subject  removed  to  Minnesota  and 
accepted  a  pastorate  of  a  chnrch  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State,  near  Minneapolis,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1868.  From  that  State  he  removed 
to  Indiana,  and  while  serving  as  pastor  of  a  church 
in  Lal'orte  County  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Buchanan,  and 
here  opened  an  otlicc  for  the  practice  of  Ids  last- 
chosen  profession.  Four  years  afterward  he  took 
a  course  of  leetuies  at  tlie  Hahnemann  Medical 
College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1873. 
Upon  his  returu  lo  Buchanan  he  resumed  his  du- 
ties as  a  genera!  practitioner. 

All  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  Buchanan  and  the  surrounding  country  are 
deeply  in  teres  ting -to  the  Doctor.  Ho  has  mingled 
considerably  with  the  public  affairs  of  the  county 
and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  various  posts  of 
trust.  In  1874  he  was  elected  Senator  and  served 
with  credit  to  himself,  representing  his  constitu- 


ents with  ability  and  discretion.  lie  also  filled  the 
I>osition  of  President  of  Buchanan  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors.  Socially, 
he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge  No.  68, 
and  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  Templar, 
holding  membership  at  Niles. 

Dr.  Berrick  has  been  married  three  times.  Of 
his  first  union  three  childrco  were  born,  viz.: 
Charles  S.,  now  residing  in  Chicago;  Frank,  who 
was  in  the  United  States  service  for  eight  years 
and  is  now  employed  at  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition;  and  Adelaide  A.,  who  married  Henry 
Croup,  now  deceased.  The  second  wife  of  the  Doc- 
tor was  Lucy  A.  Jarvis,  daughter  of  Barton  and 
Elizabeth  Jarvis,  After  her  death  he  was  married 
on  tlie  3(lth  of  March,  1890,  to  Mrs.  May  Ti-emmel, 
who  by  her  former  union  has  one  child,  Gertrude, 


.^— ,— $#®- 


[1^^  ENRY  MICHAEL,  the  subject  of  this 
Wjjj  sketch,  is  identified  with  various  important 
/^^^  interests  in  Dowagiac,  l>eing  Justice  of  the 
^P  Peace,  Notary  Public,  Conveyancer,  pen- 
sion-claim agent  and  real-cstntc  dealer.  He  was 
born  on  the  otli  of  December,  1827,  at  the  home 
of  his  parents,  eight  miles  south  of  Xcuia,  Greene 
County,  Ohio.  Of  direct  German  descent,  his 
grandfather,  William  Michael,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Germany,  and,  emigrating  to  Ameriwi,  settled 
in  Virginia  during  the  latter  part  of  tlie  eigh- 
teenth century.  From  the  Old  Dominion  he  re- 
moved to  Ohio  and  became  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Koss  County. 

Leaving  the  Buckeye  State,  this  courageous 
pioneer  penetrated  the  wilds  of  Michigan  and  en- 
tered a  tract  of  land  from  the  Government.  This 
property  was  located  in  Berrien  County,  and 
through  his  efforts  was  placed  under  cnltivntiun 
and  embellished  with  good  buildings.  There  Mr. 
Michael  passed  away  some  time  in  the  '40s.  A 
man  of  religious  convictions,  he  labored  zealously 
for  the  promotion  of  the  Methodist  Episcoital 
Church  and  was  a  generous  contributor  to  its  sup- 
port.    Coming  to  this  State  poor  in  purse,  he  at- 
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tained  the  roaltzalion  of  his  aiiticipittions  and 
became  the  possessor  of  a  good  property,  the  value 
of  which  has  been  greatly  enhanced  during  late 
years. 

A  native  of  Virginia,  Adam  Micliael,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  ten  children  in  the  par- 
ental family.  When  fifteen  years  old  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Ohio,  and  gi'ew  to  manhood 
in  Ross  County.  There  lie  married  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Charles  Murphy,  a  native  of  the  old 
Dominion.  After  their  marriage  the  youngcouple 
lociited  in  Greene  County,  but  in  1830  removed 
tlience  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Howard  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  where  he  remained  about  eigh- 
teen months.  Coming  to  Ilcrrien  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  lie  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  21  and  forty  acres  on  section  22. 
There  he  remained  until  his  demise,  which  oc- 
curred in  August,  1838.  His  wife  passed  away  in 
ISS,"). 

There  were  nine  children  in  their  family:  Matil- 
da, wi  fe  of  Silas  Ireland,  a  farmer  of  IJerrien  Town- 
sliip,  Berrien  County;  Mra.  Rebecca  Rej'nolds,  of 
Berrien  Springs;  our  subject;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Lyle, 
widow  of  Daniel  Lyle,  the  banker  of  Dowagiac; 
Mrs.  Ruhama  Kibbler,  who  lives  in  Berrien  County; 
Alfred  K,,  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  a  lumberman 
of  River  Falls,  Wis.;  Eliza,  who  married  and  is  now 
deceased;  and  Charles,  a  ranchman,  who  died  in 
November,  1891.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a 
blacksmith  and  followed  that  trade  in  connection 
with  his  farming  work.  He  was  called  out  in  the 
war  ngainst  the  Indians  in  1832  and  aided  in 
quelling  the  trouble.  Every  foot  of  ground  in 
Berrien  County  was  familiar  to  him  and  when 
people  <»me  here  on  prospecting  tours  he  was  able 
to  point  out  to  tliem  the  most  desirable  locations. 
As  a  pedestrian  he  was  quick  and  tireless.  It  is 
related  of  him  that  at  one  time  Ids  brother  had 
come  here  from  Ohio  and  selected  a  tract  of  land, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Oiiio  in  order  to  gel 
the  money  necessary'  to  make  the  purchase.  Moan- 
while  another  man  selected  the  same  tract  of  land 
and  started  for  Niles  to  get  the  money  and  pay 
the  land  officer  at  Kalamazoo.  Soon  after  the 
claimant  deparled,  the  brother  arrived  with  the 
money,  and  Mr,  Michael  at  once  started   on  foot 


with  it  across  the  country  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he 
made  the  payment  at  the  land  office.  Just  as  lie 
was  leaving  that  City,  he  met  the  other  claimant 
hastening  to  the  land  ofilce. 

Aehild  of  three  yeare  when  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Michigan,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew 
to  manhood  amid  tbe  primeval  scenes  of  pioneer 
existence.  He  cleared  twenty  acres  unaided  and 
helped  in  the  work  uf  clearing  the  remainder  of 
the  property.  In  1849  he  went  to  Xenia,  Ohio, 
walking  the  entire  distance  thither  and  remaining 
there  until  the  fall  of  1850,  meanwhile  learning 
the  trade  of  a  gunsmith.  This  occupation  he 
followed  in  Dowagiac,  Midi.  In  1864  lie  jour- 
neyed across  the  plains  with  a  wagon  ti-aintoCali- 
fomia,  where  be  engaged  in  mining  and  also  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  carpenter,  returning 
East  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 

In  March,  1853,  Mr.  Michael  married  Miss  Hat- 
tic,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Ballengee,a  merchant 
of  Dowagiac,  who  died  in  November,  1891,  aged 
eighty-six  years.  He  was  an  old  settler  of  Ber- 
rien County,  having  come  here  in  1836.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Michael  have  been  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Julia  E., 
who  for  the  past  eight  years  iias  been  a  teacher  in 
the  Dowagiac  schools;  .Kstella  M.,  the  wife  of  G.  B. 
Moore,  of  Dowagiac;  and  Charles  B.,  who  is  in 
Marysville,  Kan.  Edward  died  in  September,  1865. 

In  1859  Mr.  Michael  began  the  business  of  con- 
veyancing and  real-estate  dealing,  which  he  still 
conducts.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
1868  and  served  until  1874;  again  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  that  office  in  1883  and  has  served  ever 
since.  During  the  seventeen  years  in  which  he 
has  tilled  the  i>osition,no  decision  made  by  him 
has  ever  been  revereed  in  eitlier  the  Circuit  or  the 
Supreme  Court.  In  1860  he  was  appointed  No- 
tary Public  and  has  acted  in  that  capacity  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Cali- 
fornia. A  Whig  in  former  years,  he  has  been  a 
Republican  since  the  organization  of  the  party. 
For  about  fourteen  years  he  was  Clerk  of  Silver 
Creek  Township,  Cass  County,  also  served  as  Dep- 
uty Sheriff,  Coroner  for  two  years  and  Treasurer 
of  Silver  Creek  Township  for  three  years. 

Socially  Mr.  Michael  is  prominently   identified 
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with  tlio  Inr1c|>ondcnt  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
has  been  a  tnembei-  of  the  lodge  since  1854,  linving 
lepresenlcd  it  in  the  Grand  Lodge  (Iftecn  times. 
Mareh  30,  1886. he  received  the  appointment  of 
United  States  Pension  Agent,  nn  honor  which  was 
conferred  upon  him  withont  any  solicitation  on 
his  part.  At  present  he  is  the  only  pension  agent 
in  Cass  Comity  suid  since  his  appointment  he  has 
filed  over  three  hundred  claims  for  pensioners. 


i-^-il 


i^^)HOMAS  W.  KKYNOLDS.  The  firm  of  Uey- 
If^^t,  noids  &,  I^mon,  dealers  in  hardware,  stoves 
^^^y  and  tinware,  is  one  ot  the  best  known  in 
ISeiTien  Springs,  They  carry  a  very  large  stock, 
covering  everything  in  the  line  of  heavy  hardware 
and  siielf  goods,  and  also  have  a  large  assortment 
of  agiciiltnral  implements.  By  close  attention  to 
the  details  of  business,  by  care  in  the  selection  of 
their  stock,  and  by  accurate  methods  iu  all  their 
transactions,  they  have  built  up  a  large  and  profit- 
able trade  with  the  citizens  of  IJcrrien  Springs  and 
vicinity. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  was  l;>orn  in  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  December  2,  1853.  lie  is  the  son 
of  George  and  Sarah  (Lamb)  Reynolds,  botli  of 
whom  were  born  in  Cheshire,  England,  and  emi- 
grated thence  to  America,  the  father  in  184i),  and 
the  mother  two  years  afterward.  After  their 
marriage  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  they  removed,  in 
1855,  to  Berrien  Springs,  Mich.,  where  for  a  time 
Mr.  Reynolds,  Sr.,  followed  the  trade  of  a  cabinet- 
maker, but  later  turned  liis  attention  to  wagon- 
making.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1880.  His  wife  [rassed  away 
seven  yeare  prior  to  his  demise. 

The  only  surviving  child  of  the  parental  family 
is  Thomas  W.,  the  suhject  of  this  sketch.  He 
passed  his  boyhood  in  Berrien  Springs  and  gained 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  place. 
Later  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  tinner  under 
George  Claar,  and  upon  the  completion  of  the  term 
of  his  apprenticeship  he  ti-aveled  as  a  "jour" 
through  Illinois,  Indiana,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan. 


Returning  in  1884  to  his  former  home  in  Berrien 
Springs,  he  opened  a  tin  shop  and  began  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account.  He  continued  alone 
until  1891,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Albert  Lemon,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  Reynolds 
&  I^mon. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  itey- 
nolds  occurred  in  1885!,  when  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lyda  Fiikins.  the  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Sarah  (Rooks)  Filkins,  residents  of 
Berrien  Springs.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  one  daughter.  Vera  S.,  a  bright  and 
interesting  child,  of  whom  the  parents  are  justly 
proud.  In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Reynolds  has 
served  as  City  Treasurer,  and  is  now  filling  the 
position  of  Treasurer  of  the  School  Board.  So- 
cially, he  holds  relations  with  Oronoko  Lodge  No, 
69,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  now  serving  aa  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  local  board  of  the  Building  & 
Loan  Association,  having  its  headquarters  at  Lo- 
gansport,  Ind.,  and  is  the  Superintendent  of  the 
county  \»>or.  A  man  of  deep  religious  convictions, 
he  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  ofliciating  as  Su^wrin  ten  dent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  His  wife  is  also  identified  with 
that  denomination,  and  both  are  liberal  contrib- 
utors to  the  support  of  the  church.  They  ure 
highly  regarded  throughout  the  community  where 
they  reside,  and  their  friends  are  wont  to  spend 
many  pleasant  hours  in  their  cozy  home. 


eOT-.  DAVID  BACON,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
anda  well-known  citizen  of  Niles,  was  born 
_^  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  September  S', 
1827,  being  the  son  of  Cyrus  and  Malinda  (Guern- 
sey) Bacon.  His  father  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1796.  and  was  the  son  of  David 
Bacon, a  native  of  Connecticut  and  by  occupation 
a  farmer.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  also 
born  in  Saratoga  County,  being  the  daughter  of 
Solomon  Guernsey.  In  1835  the  family  came  to 
Michigan,   locating   in  Cass   County,   where   the 
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father  engaged  io  general  fanning  and  stock-raising 
until  tus  death,  wliicli  occurred  in  that  county  in 
1872.  A  stanch  Democrat  polilicaUy,  he  served 
his  district  in  the  Michigan  Legislature  duiingthc 
setision  of  1849.  Religiously,  he  adhered  to  Uie 
frfsbyterian  faith.  His  widow  survived  him  for 
a  number  of  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1887, 
when  eighty-four  years  old. 

A  lad  of  six  years  of  age  at  tlie  time  the  family 
came  to  Michigan,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived acoramon-school  education  in  Cass  County. 
Later  he  entered  Jefferson  College,  of  Cannons- 
burgh,  Pa.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1852. 
After  completing  his  literary  studies  he  came  to 
Niles,  where  for  two  years  he  read  law  with  Na- 
thaniel Bacon,  being  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1854. 
Two  years  later  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney of  Berrien  County  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  served  for  two  yeai-s.  At  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  War,  in  18(il,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  K,  Sixth  Michigan'  Infantry,  and  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  the  company.  Col.  Cur- 
tenius  commanding  the  regiment. 

The  company  was  assigned  to  tJie  Army  of  the 
Gulf  under  Gen.  Benjamin  Butler,  and  participated 
in  the  various  engagements  in  the  Soutli  under  the 
leadership  of  tliat  famous  warrior.  On  the  5th  of 
August,  1862,  our  subject  was  wounded  at  the 
b.Tttle  of  Baton  Rouge,  the  bullet  penetrating  the 
body  at  the  shoulder  and  passing  entirely  through 
the  chest,  resulting  quite  seriously.  On  accountof 
this  injury  he  was  discharged  at  New  Orleans  and 
i-eturned  home  in  the  fall  of  1862,  Later  he  re- 
entered the  service  of  the  Union  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
remained  in  active  duty  until  1863,  when  he  re- 
signed his  commission  and  returned  home. 

Upon  his  return  to  Niles,  Col.  Bacon  embarked 
in  the  real- estate  business,  in  which  he  continued 
in  connection  with  his  legal  practice.  In  1888,  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  still  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity.  On  the  16th  of  JSeptember, 
1867,  he  married  Miss  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel II.  Gritlin,  of  Niles.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  sons,  the  elder,  David,  being  a  conductor  on 
the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad;  while  the  younger, 
Emest,  is  Superintendent  of  the  Niles  waterworks 


and  also  City  Engineer.  The  family  residence  is 
pleasantly  located  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Fifth 
Streets.  The  Colonel  is  a  man  who  stands  high  in 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow- townsmen,  for  he  has  been 
loyal  and  faithful  alike  in  times  of  peace  and  war. 
While  in  the  Gulf  States  he  was  made  Provost- 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Itaton  Rouge,  which 
position  he  was  filling  wlien  wounded.  The  date 
of  his  commission  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  was  Au- 
gust 7.  two  days  after  he  was  wounded. 


-  =:=»Si®lt'*H^«®^#^< 


SAMUEL  GENTLE.  The  richest,  heritage 
of  American  youth  is  the  example  of  their 
country's  brain  and  brawn  wrought  into 
lives  of  perfect  harmony,  of  splendid  fealty, 
of  tireless  industry.  The  annals  of  such  a  life  are 
briefly  told  bj'  one  who  has  known  him  long  and 
well.  Samuel  Gentle,  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  England, 
born  in  St.  Albans  October  25,  1842. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  nine 
children  born  to  Samuel  and  Mary  (Archer)  Gen- 
tle, both  natives  of  England.  The  father  was  a 
prominent  business  man,  and  was  engaged  as  a 
manufacturer  for  forty-four  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  St.  Albans,  where  he  had  passed  the 
princit>al  part  of  his  life.  Samuel  Gentle,  his  son, 
was  reared  in  St.  Albans,  and  was  fortunate  in  re- 
ceiving a  good,  practical  education  in  the  city 
schools,  attending  until  fourteen  years  of  .ige.  lie 
then  became  an  apprentice  to  the  cooper's  trade, 
and  in  about  six  years  had  completely  mastered 
the  same. 

Thinking  to  better  his  condition  financially  and 
otherwise,  our  subject  crossed  the  ocean  to  the 
United  States  in  September,  1869,  and  his  feet  first 
touched  American  soil  in  New  York  Citj'.  Not 
seeing  much  of  an  opening  for  astruggling young 
man  in  that  city,  he  traveled  toward  the  setting 
sun,  and  finally  reached  the  Buckeye  State.  He 
settled  in  Cincinnati,found  employment, and  there 
continued  until  December,  1871,  working  at  his 
trade.  The  desire  to  find  employment  still  farther 
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West  iiiciucuil  liini  Ui  go  to  Chicago,  and  he  was 
engaged  in  biisini'sa  in  lliat  city  until  1872. 

Tlie  same  yeav  Mr.  Geiilie  came  to  Benton  Ilar- 
tior,  Micti.,  and  in  1873  lie  started  in  the  coopering 
tiiisinesa  on  his  own  account,  manufacturing  all 
kinds  of  cooperage  and  employing  several  men. 
Jteing  a  skilled  workman  Itimseif,  and  employing 
only  first-class  men,  lie  soon  had  a  flourishing 
trade,  and  continued  tlie  business  until  1881.  He 
l.liuu  turned  liis  attention  to  the  manufacturing  of 
(ritit  packages  and  berry  baskets  and  boxes,  but 
later  he  became  a  member  of  the  Arm  of  Danforth 
&  Co,  He  remained  with  this  company,  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  staves  and  coo[jei-age,  for 
two  yeai'S,  when  Mr.  Hinkiey  purchased  an  inter- 
est and  the  firm  title  was  changed  to  Hinkiey  & 
Co.  Later  the  two  businesses  of  Colby  &  Co.  and 
Hinkloy  &  Co.  were  merged  into  one  business  as  a 
stock  company,  under  the  title  of  the  Colby-Hink- 
Icy  Company.  They  do  a  flourishing  business,  and 
Mr.  Gentle  is  an  able  and  experienced  gentleman, 
with  whom  it  wiil  always  be  found  pleasant  and 
profitable  to  have  dealings. 

Mr,  G^entle  has  a  pleasant  liomc  on  Archer  Street, 
and  this  is  presided  over  by  his  estimable  wife, 
formerly  Miss  Sarah  Gregory,  of  St.  Albans,  Eng- 
land, and  the  daughter  of  James  Gregory.  Their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  February  8,  1863,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
child,  a  son,  Harry,  who  is  a  member  of  the  same 
firm  and  assists  in  the  ciHice.  The  latter  has  in- 
herited all  the  excellent  business  qualities  of  his 
father,  and  is  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young 
business  man.    In  politics  Mr.  Gentle  is  a  Democrat. 


eAFr.  THOMAS  A,  WALKKK.  seniof  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  T.  A.  Walker  &  Son, 
proprietors  of  the  Lake  View  Hotel  at  St, 
Joseph,  was  born  in  Acton,  Halton  County,  Canada, 
June  28,  1839.  He  is  the  third  among  eight 
children  born  to  the  union  of  Thomas  A.  and  Kl- 
eanor  (Swackhamer)   Walker,  natives  of  Canada, 

15 


the  father  having  been  engaged  in  farming  pui-suits 
there  during  his  entire  active  life.  Thomas  A. 
received  a  common-school  education  in  his  native 
county,  and  during  the  summer  seasons  aided  in 
the  work  on  the  liorae  farm.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen yeai'S  he  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  has  since 
resided. 

Locating  in  St.  Joseph  in  1858,  our  subject 
engaged  for  a  time  in  contracting  and  building, 
and  many  of  the  structuras  erected  by  him  at  that 
time  are  still  standing  in  St.  Joseph  and  through- 
out Berrien  and  the  adjoining  counties.  At  the 
0[>ening  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted,  in  1861,  his 
name  being  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to 
the  Western  army.  Col.  Quinn  commanding  the 
regiment.  He  took  an  active  p.irt  iu  the  battles  of 
Shiloh,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  capture  of  Little 
Rock,  the  engagements  at  Middleboro,  Hatchie 
River,  and  numerous  others  of  minor  importance. 
For  meritorious  conduct  upon  the  field  of  battle 
he  was  promoted  in  1863  to  the  rank  of  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  for  a  time  commanded  the  com- 
pany, which  position  he  resigned  in  October  of 
1864. 

Upon  his  return  to  St.  Josepli,  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  running  tugs  for  George  Walker  &  Co., 
Colby  ife  Co.  and  the  Graham  &  Morton  Transpor- 
tation Co.  In  1880  he  took  charge  of  the  Gartley 
House,  at  Benton  Harbor,  and  later  became  proprie- 
tor of  the  American  House,  at  the  same  place. 
Upon  disposing  of  his  interests  in  that  city,  he 
came  to  St.  Joseph,  in  1884,  and,  purchasing  the 
Lake  View  Hotel,  has  since  given  his  attention  to 
its  management.  The  house  is  a  Gne  three-story 
brick  structure,  containing  two  hundred  rooms, 
elegantly  furnisiied  throughout  and  supplied  with 
all  the  modern  conveniences.  The  location  is  one 
of  great  beauty,  being  on  the  bluffs  overlooking 
Lake  Michigan  as  well  as  the  city  itself.  Recently 
Capt.  Walker  lias  given  his  attention  quite  exten- 
sively to  contracting  and  building  and  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  eontiactors  in  southwestern  Michi- 
gan. 

The  marriage  of  Capt  Walker  took  place  Decem- 
ber 25,  1860,  at  which  time  he  was  united  with 
Miss  Evalinc,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Johnson,  of 
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Renton  Towuship,  Berrien  County.  The  family 
consists  of  Ihiee  children:  William  A.,  who  is  his 
fatlier's  partner  in  the  hotel  business;  Arthur  M. 
and  Byron  J.  The  Captain  is  an  aiitive  member 
of  Burnett  Lodge  No.  119,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  and  the 
George  11.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R.  In  his 
political  l>eliet,  lie  adheres  to  the  principles  and 
platform  of  the  Democi-atic  party  and  has  served 
as  Cliairman  of  the  Democratic  (Central  Committee 
and  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  Congressional 
Committee.  An  active  and  enthusiastic  politician, 
lie  takes  a  prominent  part  in  local,  county  and 
State  politics,  an'd  is  recogn  i/,ed  as  among  the  in- 
fluential members  of  his  party  in  this  part  of  the 
Htate.  In  addition  to  his  hotel,  he  is  the  owner  of 
other  valuable  city  property  and  also  a  well- 
improved  farm  in  this  county. 


^-■=^^>^¥rm 


JOSEPH  L.  RICHARDS,  Superintendent  of 
Ihc  Zinc  Collar  Pad  Manufacturing  Com- 
Jpany,  at  Buchanan,  and  President  of  tlie 
City  Board,  was  born  in  Marietta,  Wash- 
ington County,  Ohio,  March  2,  1848.  His  father, 
George  H.,  was  born  in  Bristol,  England,  and  when 
quite  small  emigrated  thence  to  America  in  com- 
pany with  his  father,  George  H.  Richards,  Sr.,  and 
the  family  located  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y,,  where  a 
permanent  home  was  established.  The  father  of 
our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  and 
after  locating  in  Ohio  followed  that  occupation  at 
Marietta.  In  18.55  he  came  to  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  settled  in  Buchanan  Township,  where 
he  operated  a  farm.  Later  he  sold  the  place  and, 
moving  into  the  village,  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness cares.  Jlis  death  occurred  in  1888,  when  he 
was  about  seventy  years  old.  He  was  a  Democrat 
politically,  and  in  his  fraternal  relations  was  a 
Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Lucy  W.  (Record) 
Richards,  was  born  and  reared  in  Marietta,  Ohio, 
and  now  resides  in  Buchanan.  Of  her  union 
eight  children  were  born,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 


ture yeai-s.  Those  living  arer  Sarah  1).,  wife  of  R, 
Morris;  Joseph  L.,  of  this  sketch;  Martha  E.,  who 
married  S.  Barmore;  Hattie,  wife  of  W.  S.  Wells; 
Maiy,  Mis.  George  Rogci-s,  and  George  IL,  a  resi- 
dent of  Minneapolis.  Joseph  L.  was  about  seven 
years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  and  his  boyhood  was  principally  [jassed 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Buchanan  Township.  Af- 
ter completing  the  studies  usually  tnught  in  the 
district  schools,  he  entered  his  father's  store  as 
clerk,  but  his  tastes  not  being  in  that  direction,  he 
soon  sought  more  congenial  employment.  For  a 
time  he  worked  in  a  f.actory  and  .afterward  spent 
one  year  in  Charlotte,  Mich.,  and  another  twelve 
months  in  southern  Ohio,  in  the  oil  regions. 

In  1871  Mr,  Richards  went  to  Chicago,  intend- 
i  ng  to  carry  on  iiis  studies  at  a  commercial  college, 
hut  his  ambitions  in  th.it  line  were  temporarily  sus- 
pended by  tlie  great  lire.  Later  he  finished  the 
course  in  Detroit.  Upon  tlie  organization  of  the 
Buclianan  Wagon  Faciory  he  was  elected  Secre- 
tary, and  afterward  was  chosen  General  Siiperiu- 
tendcnt  of  the  enterprise,  holding  the  position 
about  four  years.  Upon  tlie  inception  of  the 
Zinc  Collar  Pad  ComjKiny  he  was  one  of  the  prime 
factoi's  and  leading  men  in  the  movement,  and  his 
interest  in  its  success  has  been  unflagging.  During 
the  administration  of  President  Cleveland,  he  w.as 
appointed  Postmaster  at  Buchanan,  and  discharged 
the  duties  connected  with  that  position  for  two 
years,  when  the  demands  of  his  business,  as  well  as 
a  dislike  for  the  place  itself,  induced  him  to  ten- 
der his  resignation. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1887  Mr.  Richards 
took  charge  of  the  Kansas  City  territory  in  tlie  in- 
terests of  the  Minneapolis  Harvester  Works,  He 
had  held  the  position  only  about  nine  weeks  when 
his  father  was  taken  ill,  and  upon  his  death,  in 
1888,  our  subject  assumed  the  management  of  the 
present  enterprise,  which  he  has  siuce  conducted. 
He  carries  on  an  extensive  business  throughout 
the  entire  continent,  including  Portland,  Ore.,and 
New  York  City,  as  well  as  several  foreign  cities.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  Uemocrat.  tie  has  served  as  Town- 
ship Trustee,  Village  Clerk,  and  as  member  of  the  ■ 
City  Council.  In  1893  he  was  elected  President  of 
the  Village  Board,  and  in  that  honored  place  serves 
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with  the  highest  zra!  and  devoted  loyalty.  Hp  is 
a  Miison  and  belongs  to  liuchaniiii  Lodge  No.  68, 
and  Niles  Cornmandciy  No.  12. 

Mr,  Kichards  undoubtedly  owes  much  of  his 
success  to  the  influence  of  liis  wife,  a  lady  of  re- 
finement and  sound  common-sense,  lie  was  mar 
ried  in  Buchanan  in  1873  lo  Miss  Mina  C,  daugb 
ter  of  George  and  Mina  C.  Smith.  Tbree  childitn 
have  blessed  this  union,  tlieir  names  being  Diis^ 
(ieorge  H.  and  Joseph  L. 


WfcllXIAM  F,  BAINTON.  For  a  number  of 
'  years  the  name  of  Mr.  Uainton  has  been 
identified  with  the  milling  industries  <f 
Buchanan,  and  by  steady  industry  and  close  atten 
tion  to  all  the  details  of  the  business  he  his 
achieved  a  gratifying  success  and  a  well-wnned 
competency.  This  fact  is  especially  noteworthy 
on  account  of  liis  jouth,  he  being  on  the  sunny 
side  of  life's  prime.  He  is  thorougjily  experi- 
enced in  all  the  details  connected  with  the  prac- 
tical management  of  the  business,  and  attends  to 
tlie  operations  of  the  mill  in  a  manner  which 
secures  the  maintenance  of  the  high  standard  of 
quality  for  which  the  firm  of  Uainton  Bros,  is 
celebrated,  while  his  reliable  business  methods 
have  secured  for  the  firm  a  high  place  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people. 

Mr.  Bainton  has  passed  bis  entire  life  in  the 
village  of  Buchanan,  and  is  consequently  familiar 
with  its  progress  in  commerce  and  growtii  in  busi- 
ness importance.  He  was  born  here  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1862.  His  father,  William  H.  liainton,  was 
a  native  of  England,  and,  emigrating  thence  in  his 
young  manhood,  located  in  Buchanan,  Mich., 
where  he  at  once  embarked  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness, llia  flourniill  soon  gained  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  county  and  en- 
joyed a  continued  and  increasing  patronage  from 
the  time  of  its  inception  until  the  death  of  the 
owner  and  proprietor.  That  sad  event  occun-ed 
when  he  was  only  thirty-six  years  old.    His  family 


consisted  of  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Amanda  Swift,  and  their  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

Tlie  following  is  the  record  of  the  children  born 
to  William  H.  and  Amanda  Bainton:  Nettie,  the 
wife  of  Dr  I  C  Snyder,  and  a  resident  of  Bowl- 
ing Green  Ohio  William  F.,  of  whom  this  bio- 
giaphic-il  notice  is  written ;  Mary  J.,  who  is  at  home 
with  her  motliet  C  harles  L„  a  business  man  of 
Buchanan  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bainton 
Bros  and  Emma  J  who  is  ix)ol(-keeper  for  the 
firm  of  Bimton  Bifs  Our  subject  received  his 
athoolini,  in  Buchanan,  where  he  was  the  recip- 
ient of  the  best  educational  advantages  the  vil- 
li ge  iff  orded  Wlien  his  school  days  were  ended, 
he  enteied  tl  e  employ  of  W.  Rough  &  Pears  as  a 
book  keeper  and  continued  to  occupy  a  clerical 
position  in  the  emplo\  of  tliat  firm  for  a  period 
of  two  jear'5  Litei  he  operated  a  mill  at  Day- 
ton Mien  foi  one  \ear,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Buchanan  and  superintended  the  erection  of 
the  substantial  structure  now  utilized  for  his 
mill.  Here  be  commenced  milling  operations  in 
1886  and  has  since  conducted  a  lucrative  busi- 
ness, extending  over  a  wide  range  of  country. 
The  mill  has  a  capacity  of  one  bumlred  barrels  of 
fiour  per  day,  and  the  machinery  is  complete  and 
satisfactory.  Politically,  Mr.  Bainton  is  a  firm 
Republican  and  gives  his  influence  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  principles  of  that  party. 


JO.SEPH  U.  UOHM,  a  representative  general 
agriculturist  and  a  lifetime  resident  of  the 
State,  has  long  been  nnmbei-ed  among  the 
substantial  farmere  and  enterprising  men  of 
Sodus  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich,  Our  sub- 
ject was  born  April  14,  1842,  in  Kent  County, 
Mich.  His  father,  Joseph  Dohm,  an  energetic  and 
hard-working  man,  was  a  native  of  Germany. 
The  paternal  grandparents,  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  the  Fatherland,  were  in  humble  circum- 
stances and  trained  up  their  children  to  habits  of 
thrift  and  strict  economy.    Joseph  Dolim  received 
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a  primary  ediioation  in  the  schools  of  the  Old 
Country  and  reached  manhood  an  earnest  and  am- 
bitious man.  Intelligently  realizing  the  greater 
possioilities  offered  by  the  land  beyond  the  sea,  he 
resolved  to  emigrate  to  America.  At  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  bidding  farewell  to  his  home,  paronlfl 
and  the  associations  of  youth,  he  embarked  for  the 
United  States  and,  landing  safely  u|>on  the  shores 
of  the  New  World,  soon  found  his  way  to  the  State 
of  Michigan. 

Settling  near  Grand  linpids,  in  Kent  County,  the 
father  found  ready  employment  as  a  laborer,  but 
after  some  length  of  time  bought  a  farm  and  en- 
gaged with  ardor  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture. 
A  man  of  resolution,  he  labored  unceasingly,  until, 
enfeebled  by  age,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from 
the  active  duties  of  life.  He  yet  survives  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five.  While  sojourning 
for  a  time  in  Ohio,  Joseph  Dohm  met  and  married 
Miss  Eva  Rosine  lladel,  a  lady  born  in  Germany, 
both  of  her  parents  being  natives  of  Germany. 
Father  and  Mother  Dohm  made  their  home  in 
Michigan  and  were  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  yet  survive.  Henry  mar- 
ried Jeanette  Buckley  and  lives  in  Grand  Tr.-ivis, 
Mich.  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Theobold  Umlor 
and  resides  in  Grand  Travis,  Phillip  married 
Mary  Sullivan  and  also  makes  his  home  in  Grand 
Travis;  Roaanna  is  the  wife  of  George  Rosel  and 
lives  at  Grand  Travis;  John  married  Ida  Hawkins, 
Solomon  issingle;and  Joseph  U., our  subject,  com- 
pletes the  list  of  brothers  and  sisters  who  gathered 
in  the  old  home  so  many  yeara  ago. 

Joseph  U.  Dohm  obtained  a  primary  education 
in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  labor  of  the  farm.  As  his  boyhood  days 
were  devoted  more  to  work  than  play,  he  grew  up 
industrious  and  self-reliant  and  was  well-fitted  to 
make  his  own  way  in  life  when  he  attained  to  his 
majority.  In  choosing  for  himself  a  vocation  in 
life,  he  decided  to  remain  a  fanner,  and,  having  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  has 
achieved  success  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  In 
1886,  he  located  in  SodusTowuship,  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, and  this  part  of  the  State  liaa  since  been  his 
permanent  home,  and  the  farm  he  now  cultivates 
is    his  constant  residence.     In    18.64,  our   subject 


was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Haskln,  daughter  of 
Asel  Haskln.  Unto  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Dohm  have  been 
born  eight  sons  and  daughters,  all  now  surviving. 
Ephraim  married  Miss  Nettie  Jewel,  and  now  lives 
in  Pipestone  Township,  Berrien  County;  Mary 
Helthey  married  Lawrence  Johnson  and  resides  in 
St.  Joseph,  Mich.;  Er,  Sissily  Gwendoline,  Otis  N. 
Joseph  and  Rosalyn  are  all  living  at  home  with 
their  pai-onta,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dohm  ai-e  not  con- 
nected with  any  denomination,  but  are  ever  ready 
to  extend  aid  to  deserving  charity  or  benevolent 
enterprise.  Our  subject  isa  valued  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry, andpoliticall^'  is  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Prohibition  party.  Mr.  Dohm  is 
interested  intelligently  in  all  the  vital  questions  of 
the  day  and  is  an  excellent  citizen,  sissisting  in  the 
promotion  of  needed  improvements  and  progress- 
ive advancement  of  his  home  locality.  He  is 
esteemed  and  h.is  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


\\L^  AMPTON  HAG(;ERTY.  One  of  the  brave 
WjV  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War  who  fought  in 
i^^  the  defense  of  the  Old  Flag  is  the  subject  of 
(^^  this  brief  biographical  notice,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  the  peaceful  occupation  of  tilling  the 
soil  of  section  17,  Howard  Township,  Cass  Coun- 
ty. Born  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1844,  he  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
(Ileaton)  Haggerty,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The 
Haggerty  family  is  of  direct  Irish  descent,  the 
great-grandfather  of  Hampton  having  been  born. 
in  Ireland. 

After  the  marriage  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Hag- 
gerty, they  removed  to  Ohio,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  In  184S  they 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Niles  Township, 
Berrien  County,  where  both  died — the  father  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  the  mother  when 
forty  yeai-s  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  there  being  four  daughters  and  five  sons. 
Eight  of  the  number  grew  to  manhood  and  wo- 
manhood, our  subject  being  the  next  to  the  young- 
est.    He  was  a  child  of  four  years  when  he  accom- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  RIOGRAPHICAL   RECOKD. 


paniet)  his  parents  to  Michigan,  and  one  year 
later,  wlieii  too  yonng  to  realize  lijs  great  loss,  lie 
wfts  orpli.antd  by  his  motlier's  rieatli.  lie  attended 
scliool  in  Nilcs  Township,  Berrien  Coupty,  and 
grew  to  manhood  sturdy,  ambitious  and  energetic. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  Mr.  Ilaggerty 
was  a  3'outli  of  seventeen  years,  but  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  he  was  a  more  lad,  his  patriotic 
spirit  was  fired,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of 
the  Old  Flag.  In  1861  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a 
member  of  Company  L,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry, 
in  which  ho  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
From  the  ranks  he  was  promoted  to  tjie  position  of 
Corporal,  and  in  that  capacity  participated  in 
many  of  the  important  engagements  in  Slicrmnn's 
march  to  the  sea,  proceeding  thence  to  Washing- 
ton. In  1865  he  received  liia  discharge  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  and  returning  to  Michigan  resumed 
the  ordinary  pureuits  of  life. 

For  about  two  years  Mr.  Ilaggerty  worked  on  a 
farm  in  the  employ  of  others.  In  1867  he  mar- 
ried Fannie,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
I-ambcrt.  Mrs.  Ilaggerty  was  born  in  Kngland, 
and  in  her  childhood  accompanied  her  pai-ents  to 
Michigan,  in  1846,  and'has  since  made  her  home  in 
this  State.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ilaggerty  lo- 
cated on  a  rented  farm  in  Niles Township, belong- 
ing to  Judge  Jewett,  and  three  years  later  he 
vented  his  fathcr-in-taw's  farm,  remaining  on  that 
place  for  three  years.  He  then  purchased  the  old 
Ives  farm,  four  miles  west  of  Niles,  consisting 
of  one  hundred  acres,  which  he  cultivated  for 
three  yoai-s,  lie  tlien  sold  the  property  and  pur- 
chased from  H.  N.  Cameron  the  place  where  he 
DOW  resides.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  all  under  cultivation  with  the  exception  of 
fifteen  acres  of  timber-land.  On  this  place  he  con- 
ducts a  general  farming  and  stock-raising  business 
with  efflcioncy  and  success. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  our  subject  was  the 
youngest  soldier  in  his  regiment,  and  that  he 
and  three  of  his  iirotliers  served  for  four  .years 
in  the  service  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  the 
year  1861,  and  receiving  an  lionorablc  discharge 
ill  186,5.  None  of  them  was  ever  in  the  hospital 
or  wounded  at  any  time  during  the  war,  and  none 
of  the  four  draws  a  pension  for  services  rendered. 


All  enlisted  as  private  soldiers,  and  served  with 
valor  and  distinguished  bravery  until  {Kiace  once 
more  reigned  throughout  the  country.  Politically, 
Mr.  Haggerty  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board. 


-s.^»sj^i®«(s;|^|sE^- 


JOHN  GRAHAM,  Postmaster  at  Buchanan, 
was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  on  the 
23d  of  April,  1835.  He  is  of  direct  Scotch 
descent,  his  grandfather,  George  Graham, 
having  been  born  in  Scotland.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  rlohn  Graham,  Sr.,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  followed  mercantile  pur- 
suits. As  a  business  man  he  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  his  community,  and  he  was 
highly  regarded  for  the  probity  and  uprightness 
of  his  life.  Among  the  enterprises  in  which  he  . 
was  largely  interested,  and  toward  the  success  of 
which  he  contributed,  may  be  mentioned  the  build- 
ing of  the  old  ttii-npike  road  near  his  home,  be- 
tween Pittsburgh  and  Bedford,  Pa. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  maidenhood 
Miss  Mary  Kimmel  and  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
being  the  daughter  of  George  L.  Kimmel.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Graham,  which  occurred  in  Penn- 
sylvania when  he  was  about  forty  years  of  age, 
his  widow  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ber- 
rien Springs  in  1846.  On  her  trip  here  she  was 
accompanied  by  four  of  her  seven  children,  John, 
who  was  next  to  the  j'oungest  in  order  of  birth, 
was  eleven  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  State, 
and  his  schooling  was  obtained  principally  in  Ber- 
rien Springs.  In  1852  he  wont  to  Albion  and  en- 
tered Albion  College,  where  he  was  a  student  Cor 
two  years.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  prepara- 
tory department  of  the  State  Univei-sity  i»f  Michi- 
gan, at  Ann  Arbor,  and  it  was  Ids  intention  to 
finish  thecoui-se  there  but  circumstances  prevented. 
In  1857  Mr.  Graham  returned  to  Berrien  Springs 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  with  Dr. 
Philip  Kephart,  with  whom  he  remained  until  Sep- 
tember, 1861.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
I    he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Michigan 
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Infantry,  and  aided  in  theoigaaiztition  of  tbe  com- 
pany, of  whicli  Le  was  elected  First  Lieutenant. 
For  meritorious  service  he  was  later  promoted  to 
the  position  of  Captain.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
he  was  wounded,  and  being  captured  by  tlie  Con- 
federates was  imprisoned  for  eigt it  months.  After 
being  released  he  entered  the  service  again,  and 
remained  at  the  front  until  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. 

Again  resuming  his  mercantile  enterprises,  Mr. 
Graham  conducted  a  large  business  in  Buchanan, 
and  continued  thus  engaged  there  through  the 
following  years,  with  the  exception  of  live  yeais 
spent  in  Kansas  for  the  benefit  of  his  liealtli.  For 
a  time  he  served  as  Assistant  Assessor  of  Revenue 
for  the  district  where  he  now  lives,  including  Ber- 
rien and  Caes  Counties.  Twice  he  has  been  chosen 
to  serve  as  Village  Trustee.  On  the  Ist  of  April, 
1890,  be  was  appointed  Postmaster,  bis  commission 
being  dated  in  February  of  that  year.  lie  is  prom- 
inently connected  with  William  Perrott  Post  No. 
22,  G.  A.  R..  and  is  highly  regarded  throughout 
this  section  of  Michigan. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Graham  is  presided 
over  by  his  estimable  wife,  who  is  a  lady  of  intel- 
ligence and  winning  manners.  She  was  formerly 
Miss  Harriett  F.  Burton  and  was  born  and  reared  in 
Clinton,  Lenawee  County,  Mieii.  Their  marriage 
was  solemuized  February  3,  1862,  and  has  been 
bleessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children:  Dell,  wife  of 
Harry  H.  Daw,  of  the  firm  of  Daw  Eros.,  of  Chi- 
cago; and  John  B.,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman. 


fl  RS.  ELMIRA  (VANDERHOOF)  POST. 
\  There  are  in  Buchanan  few  ladies  who  en- 
Ls  joy  the  regard  of  the  people  of  the  vil- 
lage to  so  large  an  extent  as  the  estimable 
lady  whose  name  introduces  these  paragraphs. 
She  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Michigan,  where  Ihe 
greater  part  of  her  useful  life  has  been  passed. 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y,,  is  her  birthplace,  and  March 
5,  183a,  the  date  of  her  birth.     Her  father,  David 


Vanderhoof,  was  born  and  reared  in  New  Jci-sey 
and  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
Thence  he  came  to  Michigan, residing  first  in  Cass 
County  and  later  establishing  his  home  in  Berrien 
County.  His  was  the  first  white  family  to  establish 
a  home  in  the  county  and  he  built  the  first  frame 
house  in  Bertrand  Township.  He  was  a  pioneer 
farmer  of  tlie  township,  where  he  remained  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Pha'be  Titsworth  and  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  being  of  English  descent.  Her  death  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  daughters  and  four  sons,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity.  After  her  death,  Mr. 
Vanderhoof  was  again  married,  choosing  as  his 
wife  Lavonia  Wells,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children.  Mrs.  Post  is  the  youngest 
child  born  of  her  father's  first  marriage  and  is 
the  only  one  now  living.  When  about  ten  years 
of  age  she  accompanied  her  parents  to  Michigan, 
and  for  a  time  was  a  pupil  in  the  school  at  Ed- 
wardsburgli,  Cass  County.  In  her  childhood  she 
had  few  of  the  advantag'es  so  common  to  the 
little  girls  of  this  generation,  for  she  was  obliged 
to  aid  in  the  work  of  sewing,  cooking  and  mend-, 
ing  at  a  time  when  most  girls  are  playing  with 
their  dolls.  However,  those  childish  experiences 
developed  in  her  traits  of  self-reliance  and  no- 
bility of  character  that  made  every  acquaintance 
a  warm  friend. 

Miss  Elmira  Vanderhoof  was  first  married  to 
John  Groves,  a  native  of  Augusta,  Me.,  and  a 
prominent  and  successful  attorney-.it-law.  For  a 
time  he  practiced  law  in  the  South  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1843,  lieing  the  fii-st  lawyer  to  locate 
in  Buchanan.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  served 
as  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature  for  two 
years,  and  also  held  many  high  official  positions  in 
the  county.  His  death  occurred  in  1852.  Of  this 
union  two  sons  were  born:  John  D.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  business  at  Kalamazoo, Mich.;  andCharles 
W.,  who  is  at  home,  and  is  clerking  in  the  store  of 
John  Morris. 

In  1857  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mi-s.  Elmira 
Groves  to  John  N.  Post,  who  was   born   near  Am- 
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sterdnm,  N.  Y.,  and  for  some  time  was  engaged  in 
tiavtiling    for  a   large  Eastern    house.     After  his 

marriage  lie  entered  into  business  at  Buchanan, 
and  for  several  years  was  (trominently  connected 
with  this  plaoe,  contributing  effectively  to  the 
various  movements  origiuatcd  in  its  hehalf.  He 
died  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  February  2,  1869. 
The  two  eliildren,  iwrn  of  bis  union,  Nellie  V.and 
Anna,  are  also  deceased.  Mrs.  Post  is  so  unas- 
suming and  modest  that  to  speak  prominently  of 
her  goodness  and  the  many  kindnesses  with  which 
she  has  brightened  the  lives  of  others  would  not 
be  appropriate.  Long  after  she  shall  have  passed 
hence,  her  memory  will  be  treasured  by  her  liosts 
of  friends,  and  as  the  perfume  lingers, even  thougli 
the  flower  is  cruslied,  so  will  her  good  deeds,  the 
fragmnce  of  her  beautiful  and  useful  life,  linger 
long  after  slie  will  have  entered  into  her  final  rest. 


-^-^+^#— I 


J  11  VMJ  S  M.  DONAl  O  The  business  of  deal- 
I  in^  m  hunbti  is  not  a  mue  matter  of  biiy- 
I  ing  ind  selling  haplnzaid  No  business 
^/  leciiiiKs  giettei  exactitude  better  man- 
agement widei  i-aiige  of  observation,  or  greater 
study  of  the  matkcl.  Among  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Benton  Harbor  who  have  made  a  suc- 
cess of  this  industry  is  James  McDonald,  manufac- 
turer of  lumber  and  dealer  in  hard  and  softwood. 
He  is  a  native  of  Ft,  Stanley,  Canada,  born  June 
30,  1844,  and  the  son  of  .Tames  and  Isalwlla 
(Ijcacli)  McL>ona!d.  James  McDonald,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Scotland  and  inherited  all  the  sterling 
qualities  of  those  of  that  nationality.  For  m.iny 
years  ho  was  an  hotel-keeper,  but  about  1843  be 
brought  his  family  to  America  and  settled  in  Port 
Colbornc,  Canada,  where  he  kept  an  hotel  a  short 
time.  Ilis  death  occurred  in  1844,  .iftcr  which 
the  widow  and  family  moved  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  thence,  in  18,'>2,  to  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
settling  on  a  farm  in  lienton  Township.  A  year 
afterwar<i  the  family  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  and 
thence  to  Sodus,  where  the  widow  died. 

JauKS  McDonald  of  this  notice  grew  up  and  re- 


ceived his  education  in  St.  Joseph,  this  county. 
Later,  he  became  a  sailor,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  on  Lakes  Michigan,  Erie  and  Huron,  and  con- 
tinued on  the  water  twenty-three  years,  beginning 
as  cabin-boy  and  cook.  He  was  pi-omoted  through 
different  offices  until  he  became  captain  and  he 
then  ran  a  schooner  between  Benton  Harbor  and 
Chicago.  This  vessel  made  the  fastest  time  on  rec- 
ord up  to  that  time.  In  1872  he  ran  the  schooner, 
"Cynthia  Gordon,"  and  made  thirty  round  trips 
in  sixty  days,  loaded  with  lumber  and  other 
freight.  This  he  continued  until  1880,  when  he 
sold  his  interest  in  the  schooners  and  retired  from 
the  Lakes. 

Shortly  afterward  he  formed  a  partnei-ship  with 
A.  S.  and  W.  O.  Packard,  under  the  firm  name  of 
McDonald,  Packard  &  Co.,  and  engaged  in  the 
wliolesale  and  retail  lumber  business  at  Benton 
Harbor.  This  partnership  continued  seven  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  McDon.ald  disposed 
of  his  interest  and  soon  started  in  the  lumber  bus- 
iness alone  in  the  same  city.  Later  he  took  in  as 
jiartner  P,  W.  Van  Denser,  and  Ihe  firm  became 
McDonald  &  Van  Deuser,  which  continued  two 
years.  At  that  time  Mr.  McDonald  purchased  his 
partner's  interest  and  continued  the  business 
alone.  In  1892  he  purchased  a  stock  of  boots  and 
shoes,  which  business  is  now  conducted  by  his  fam- 
ily, and  the  following  year  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Samuel  McGuigan,  and  built  tlie  Mc- 
Guigan  A  McDonald  Block,  which  is  75x80  feet, 
thi-ee  stories  in  height  and  a  substantial  brick. 
Stores  are  on  the  ground  floor  and  offices  above. 
Mr.  McDonald  is  the  owner  of  valuable  city  prop- 
erty, consisting  of  dwellings  and  real  estate,  and 
lie  also  owns  woodland  in  tlie  State.  He  has  a 
sawmill  at  Osceola  Junction,  and  this  year  has 
manufactured  his  own  lumber. 

in  November,  1870,  Mr.  McDonald  married  Miss 
A.  E.  Rector,  a  native  of  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
and  the  daugliter  of  William  H.  Rector.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  Flora  Belle, 
William  and  Ora  Maude,  Politically,  Mr,  Mc- 
Donald is  a  Republican,  and,  socially,  a  Knight  of 
Pythias,  Knight  of  Honor  and  Woodman  of 
America.  He  has  been  the  owner  of  the  follow- 
ing  vessels:  the  "Anna    Robinson,"  "Two  Broth- 
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ers,"  "Hamboidt,"  "William  Bates,"  "Garibaldi," 
"Louisa"  and  "Addie,"  and  he  sailed  the  "Ban- 
ner" and  "Cynthia  Gordon,"  but  did  not  own  the 
two  latter. 


jir^AIRFIELD   GOODWIN,  M.D.,  a   sucecss- 
'U^.  ful  general  medical  practitioner  and  skill- 


ful  surgeon  located  in  the  city  of  Cassop- 
olis,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  since  1874  engaged 
in  an  extended  round  of  professional  duty  m  and 
about  his  present  field  of  labor.  Dr.  Fairfield 
Goodwin  is  a  native  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
and,  born  May  12,  1835,  was  the  third  of  the  four 
children  of  his  parents,  Samuel  M.  and  Almira 
(Atchison)  Goodwin.  The  father  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Madison  County,  and  was  born  in  1805. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  life  for 
himself  by  journeying  to  the  wilds  of  Michigan. 
He  settled  in  Pontiac,  Oakland  County,  and  took 
up  land  at  the  Government  price.  A  genuine 
pioneer,  he  was  located  at  first  upon  the  frontier  of 
the  West,  but  gradually  the  country  yielded  to 
emigi-ation  and  at  the  time  of  Lis  death,  in  1840, 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  had  wrought  a  wondrous 
change.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Samuel  Goodwin,  was  of  Connecticut  birth, but  in 
later  life  removed  to  New  York  State.  He  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  man  of  courage  and 
indomitable  will,  overcoming  obstacles  and  win- 
ning success. 

The  great-grandfather,  Fairfield  Goodwin,  in 
whose  honor  Dr.  Goodwin  was  named,  was  one  of 
si."£  sons,  all  of  whom  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  three  of  the  brave  brothers  giving  up  their 
lives  in  the  struggle  for  the  independence  of  the 
Colonies.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Almira 
Atchison,  was  bom  in  what  is  now  the  city  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  Her  paternal  grandfather  built 
the  first  gristmill  within  forty  miles  of  that  local- 
ity, and  both  he  and  her  father  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Rochester.  Upon  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War,  our  subject  without  delay  en- 


listed in  the  service  of  the  Union,  and  the  day  after 
the  firing  on  Ft.  Sumter,  upon  April  15,  1861,  he 
joined  Taylor's  Chicago  Battery,  with  which  he 
remained  in  active  duty  for  nineteen  months.  Dr. 
Goodwin  participated  in  the  battles  of  Belmont, 
Ft.  Donelson,  Springfield,  Pea  Ridge,  Ft.  Henry, 
Shiloh  and  luka.  During  the  latter  fight  he  was 
wounded  and  laid  up  for  six  months.  Given  a 
discharge  furlough,  he  returned  home  and  raised 
Company  C,  Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  became 
Captain  of  the  same.  A  prized  memento  of  tliose 
troublous  days  is  now  one  of  the  most  pi-ecious 
possessions  of  our  subject.  This  souvenir  of  the 
war  is  a  magnificent  sabre  pi-esented  to  Dr.  Good- 
win, .lanuary  20,  1863,  by  the  ofHcereand  privates 
of  his  company.  The  company  went  at  once  into 
service,  and  taking  part  in  the  Morgan  raid  as- 
sisted in  the  capture  of  the  rebel  general.  While 
engaged  mostly  in  scouting  service.  Company  C 
was  for  four  weeks  present  at  the  siege  of  Knox- 
ville,  and  fought  in  the  East  Tennessee  campaign 
and  also  in  Georgia. 

Early  in  life  Dr.  Goodwin  began  the  study  of 
medicine  and  read  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Al- 
den.  At  the  death  of  his  Instructor  lie  took  up 
his  pi-actice  and  continued  in  the  same  locality  for 
the  seven  succeeding  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  our  subject  matriculated  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  attended  a  three-yeare  course 
in  the  medical  department  and  there  graduated 
with  high  honors.  Returning  to  CassopoUs  in 
1874,  he  again  devoted  himself  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  whose  demands  have  constantly 
engaged  his  time  for  the  past  nineteen  years.  His 
large  practice  has  allowed  the  Doctor  but  little 
time  for  needed  rest  or  recreation.  He,  however, 
fraternizes  with  lending  societies,  social  and  med- 
ical, taking  a  prominent  place  in  each.  He  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Cass  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  has  been  President  of  the  same  for  one 
year.  He  is  associated  with  the  Ancient  Free  ife 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  member  of  Backus 
Lodge,  of  Cassopolis,  Kingsbury  Chapter,  and  is 
also  one  of  the  twelve  Knights  Templar  of  Niles 
Commandery.  For  many  terms  he  has  been 
Surgeon  of  Albert  Anderson  Post  of  the  Grand 
Array  of  the  Etepublic.     During  the  second  year 
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Of  the  Civil  War  Dr.  Goodwin  was,  in  1862,  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Gordon,  of  Ponlisic, 
Midi.  Mrs.  Goodwin  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
Gordon,  an  early  settler  of  the  State.  Onr  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  were  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  daughters  and  one  son.  Carrie  L.  is 
Mrs.  William  RIHs,  of  Detroit.  Belle  married 
Henry  Grant,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  The  son.  Charles 
L.  Goodwin,  is  at  present  residing  upon  one  of 
the  fine  fruit-farms  owned  by  his  father.  The 
wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  September  17, 
1872,  and  our  subject  was  again  united  in  marriage, 
this  time  to  Miss  Lida  R.  Wadsworth,  of  Monroe 
County,  Mich.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  enjoy  a 
larfje  circle  of  friends. 

Dr.  Goodwin  has  accumulated  a  valuable  estate, 
and  aside  from  his  outside  interests  and  other 
landed  property  has  erected  a  number  of  the  most 
substantial  buildings  in  Cassopolis.  Successful  in 
the  discharge  of  Ids  professional  dutj',  prospei-ed 
in  financial  matters,  onr  subject  is  to-<Jay  as  patri- 
otic and  public  spirited  aa  when,  so  many  yeai-s 
ago,  he  proffered  his  services  to  the  Government, 
Although  never  desirous  of  political  pi-efcrment, 
he  is  deeply  interested  in  the  live  issues  of  the 
day  and  is  ever  willing  to  lend  a  helping  band  in 
behalf  of  mutual  welfare  and  local  advancement. 
Our  subject  contemplates  building  one  of  the  fin- 
est three-story  buildings  in  the  city  in  the  near 
future,  to  be  occupied  in  part  by  the  Masonic  or- 
der. 


fl  ONROE  N.  LORD.  The  indefatigable  la- 
i\\  bors  of  this  gentleman  in  many  bi-anches 
Ih  of  knowledge  have  contributed  to  render 
him  one  of  the  most  versatile  of  ISerrien 
County's  citizens,  and  his  reputation  is  by  no  means 
arbitrarily  limited  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his 
home.  Throughout  the  Church  of  Christ,  number- 
ing a  million  communicants  in  the  United  States, 
.nd  loved  for  his  work's  sake, 
rering  more  than  a  half-cen- 
n  Elder  and  preacher  in  that 
i  gifts  of  a  high  order. 


he    is  well  known  i 
During  a  period    co 

tury,  he  has    been  ( 
Church,  and  as  he 


foi-ce  of  conviction,  earnestness  of  appeal,  and 
pleasing  manners,  he  lias  been  instrumental  in  the 
conversion  of  many  people.  He  was  an  intimate 
personal  friend  of  the  late  lamented  President 
Garfield,  himself  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
etoquentministers  of  that  denomination,  and  who 
frequently  visited  Mr.  Lord  at  his  home  in  Chi- 

A  few  words  with  reference  to  the  progenitors 
of  Mr.  Lord  will  be  of  interest  toour  readers.  His 
father,  Nathan  Lord,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
and  followed  the  trade  of  ship-carpenter  and  mill- 
wright at  Lyme,  that  State.  At  East  Haddam, 
Conn.,  he  married  Miss  Prudence,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Beckwith,  a  farmer  residing  near  that  city. 
During  the  War  of  1812,  Nathan  Lord  served  as  a 
Lieutenant,  and  after  its  close  he  removed  to 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  thence,  one  year  later,  he  went  to 
Buffalo.  From  there  he  removed  to  Middlebury, 
N.  Y.,  in  order  to  give  his  children  better  educa- 
tional advantages. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living,  namely: 
Dr.  I.  S.  P.,  a  resident  of  South  Pasadena,  Cal., 
and  now  (1893)  eighty-eight  years  of  age;  Mrs. 
Ruth  A.  Tubbs,  of  Batavia,  111.,  who  is  eighty-five 
years  of  age;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Piiillips,  M.  D.,  of 
Albia,  Iowa,  eighty-two  yeai-s'old;  Ella  (Lord) 
Hopson,  who  has  been  residing  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
with  Mrs.  .lustice  Jackson,  and  is  sixty-seven  years 
of  age;and  our  subject,  who  will  be  seventy-five 
in  November,  1893.  (hic  brother,  Stephen  Fred- 
erick William,  was  murdered  by  the  Mormons  at 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  at  the  age  of  sixtj'-nine,  his  death  being  caused 
by  a  cold  resulting  from  exposure.  His  only  sis- 
ter, Mre.  Luther,  reached  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  four  years.  Our  subject's  mother's 
great-gran dfatlier  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty.  Both  the  Lord  and 
Beckwith  famihes  are  distinguished  for  longevity, 
and  on  the  paternal  side  our  subject  traces  his  lin- 
eage to  the  father  of  Sir  Francis  Drake. 

On  the  Indian  Reservation,  about  fifteen  miles 
south  of  Buffalo,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  November  2,  1818.  He  was  three  and  one- 
half  years  old   when  his  father  moved  to  Middle- 
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bury,  N.  Y.,  and  lie  was  educsled  in  tliu  academy 
there.  Locating  in  Attica,  lie  eiiluied  a  store 
owned  by  Tbomas  Ellis,  and  tlierc  lie  remained  for 
four  and  a-half  years.  He  was  also  for  a  time  a 
cleric  for  C.  B.  Yates,  afterward  Chief  of  Police  of 
Chicago.  In  1836  our  subject  went  to  Chicago, 
where  bis  father  and  brother,  Dr.  Lord,  had  previ- 
ously located,  and  in  that  city  he  secured  the  jiosi- 
tion  of  Assistant  Superintendent  and  Pay  Master 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  AQuincy  Railroad,  re- 
maining in  that  place  for  five  years.  He  next  em- 
barked in  business  with  M.  M.  Kemp,  of  Batavia, 
III., but  after  a  short  time  spent  there  he  returned 
to  Chicago  and  formed  a  partnership  m  the  hard- 
ware business  with  H.  H.  Honme,  father  of  Mrs. 
Fred  Grant  and  Mrs.  Potter  Palmer. 
*  Disposing  of  his  business  interests  in  Chicago, 
Mr.  Lord  removed  to  IvS  Porte,  Ind.,  where  for 
eight  years  ho  filled  the  pulpit  of  llie  Church  of 
Christ.  In  December,  1868,  he  returned  to  Chi- 
cago and  became  pastor  of  the  First  Christian 
Chureh,  wliich  is  now  located  on  Oakley  Avenue, 
between  Adams  and  Jackson  Streets,  He  oflicia- 
ted  as  minister  of  that  church  for  about  thirteen 
years,  and  at  the  same  time  devoted  considerable 
atti'ntion  to  his  extensive  real-estate  Interests.  Re- 
moving from  Chicago  across  the  lake,  he  pur- 
(^hased  a  farm  at  Glen  Lord,  in  Berrien  County, 
wltich  he  cnrvieri  on  until  1890.  He  then  located 
on  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence, commanding  a  line  view  of  St.  Joseph, Ben- 
ton llarborandtlie  entire  country  formiles  around, 
as  well  as  some  distance  out  on  the  lake.  The 
property  is  located  on  section  13,  of  Benton  Town- 
ship, and  in  addition  to  this  valuable  estate  Mr. 
Lord  owns  property  on  the  corner  of  Indiana  Av- 
enue and  Thirty-eiglit  Street,  Chicago,  and  other 
localities  in  that  city. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in 
18-1 1.  and  united  him  with  Miss  Jane  L.  Austin. 
They  liecame  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  three  grow  to  maturity,  namely:  Mrs.  Will- 
iam IS.  Smith,  who  is  employed  by  the  firm  of 
Markley,  AlUng  &  Co.,  wholesale  hardware  dealers 
of  Chicago;  and  Henry  C.  and  A.  H.,  who  are  in 
the  roal-estate  business  in  Chicago,  having  their 
ot&ce    in    room  26,  Major  Block.     Mrs.  Jane    L. 


Lord  died  in  1887,  and  three  years  afterward  Mr. 
Lord  was  again  married,  choosing  as  his  wife  Mrs, 
Agnes  W.  Becclitcr,  the  daughter  of  William  C. 
and  Naomi  Wright.  Her  father  was  a  wholesale 
leather  merchant  of  St,  IjOuIs,  Mrs.  Lord  was  born 
in  Ohio. 

In  1852  Mr.  Lord  identified  himself  with  tiie 
Cliristian  Church  at  Chicago  at  a  time  when  there 
were  hut  tew  members  of  that  denomination  in  the 
city.  Four  years  later  he  was  ordained  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel.  He  is  a  close  I'oader  and  thought- 
ful student  of  the  Bible,  and  has  for  many  ycai-s 
been  an  Elder  in  the  First  Christian  Chureh  of 
Chicago.  He  has  preached  in  Canada  and  the  ma- 
jority of  the  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  and 
north  of  South  Carolina,  and  is  widely  known  and 
admired  as  a  public  speaker.  He  has  frequently 
been  called  upon  to  engage  in  debates  with  Uni- 
versalists,  Methodists,  and  representatives  of  other 
denominations. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Lord  offered 
his  services  to  the  Union,  but  was  rejected  on  ac- 
count of  his  poor  health.  Politically,  he  was  for- 
merly a  Whig,  and  is  now  a  Republican,  Under 
the  administration  of  President  Garfield  he  served 
as  Postmaster  at  Glen  Lord,  and  has  occupied  other 
positions  of  trust.  As  a  political  speaker  he  lias 
been  no  less  convincing  and  successful  than  as  a 
preacher,  and  his  services  have  been  in  frequent 
demand  for  years  during  the  National  campaigns. 
He  has  been  identified  witli  tlie  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance and  the  Temple  of  Honor. 


SAAC  R.  DUNNING,  M.  D.  The  pretty  little 
city  of  Benton  Harbor  boasts  of  a  number  of 
eminent  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  of  these 
none  is  more  popular  than  Dr.  Dunning.  A  skill- 
ful and  successful  practitioner,  he  has  won  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  and  has  gained  a  reputation 
which  is  not  limited  to  Benton  Harbor,  nor  indeed 
to  Berrien  County  itself.  He  is  accurate  and  re- 
liable in    his  diagnosis  of  cases,  and  is  skillful  in 
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treating  tliem,  which  accounts  in  a  large  measure 
for  the  success  wliJch  has  rewarded  his  efforts. 

A  native  of  the  State  in  which  he  now  resides, 
our  subject  was  born  in  Cass  County  May  6,  1844. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Isaac  Dunning,  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  whence  at  an  early  period 
in  the  history  of  Michigan  he  migrated  hither  and 
Imcame  a  pioneer  physician  of  Cass  County.  He 
tiaced  iiis  ancestry  to  England,  and  possessed  tlie 
sturdy  traits  of  character  noticeable  in  people  of 
that  nationality.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Ben- 
jamin Booth  Dunning,  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  an  early  settler  of  Cass  County,  where  his 
active  life  was  principally  spent.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  known  in  maidenhood  by  the 
name  of  Harriet  Letson,  and  was  born  in  New 
York,  her  ancestors  being  of  English  origin. 

The  boj'hood  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  his 
father's  home  in  Cass  County,  and  he  early  ac- 
quired the  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance 
which  have  since  aided  him  so  greatly.  His  edu- 
cation was  commenced  in  the  common  schools  and 
afterward  carried  on  in  the  DowagiacHigh  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated.  When  his  literary 
education  had  been  completed,  he  commenced  to 
read  medicine  with  Di-s.  Psalter  and  Bloodgood, 
prominent  physicians  of  Dowagiac,  and  in  1867 
took  his  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Ann  Arbor.  Later  he  attended  the  Ec- 
li'ctic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  18G9.  On  re- 
turning from  schoolin  1869,  the  following  winter, 
1 870,  he  practiced  in  Ohio  with  an  uncle.  In  1871, 
he  located  in  Watervliet  and  remained  there  two 
years.  However,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
amount  of  theoretical  knowledge  acquired  and  the 
following  year,  after  completing  his  studies  in  the 
Eclectic,  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chi- 
cago, and  graduated  from  that  institution  in  the 
spring  of  1872.  That  year  lie  left  Watervliet  and 
moved  to  Angola,  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
carried  on  his  practice  for  two  years.  In  the 
spring  ot  1874  he  located  in  Benton  Harbor,  be- 
lieving this  city  to  offer  a  splendid  oi)ening  for  a 
young  man  of  ability.  Here  he  has  since  resided, 
conducting  an  extensive  practice  in  medicine  and 
surgery.     He  is  a    member  of   the  State  Eclectic 


Association,  and  a  man  who  keeps  thoroughly 
abreast  with  the  latest  discoveries  in  the  medical 
world. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Dunning  took  place  in 
1880,  and  united  hira  with  Miss  Julia  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  .Tames  Eaman,  of  Benton  Harbor.  They 
have  a  pleasant  home  in  this  city  and  are  promi- 
nent in  the  social  circles  of  the  community.  While 
Dr.  Dunning  makes  no  special  effort  to  keep 
posted  upon  minute  details  of  public  affaire,  yet  he 
is  well  informed  in  politics  and  gives  his  ballot  to 
aid  in  the  principles  promulgated  by  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen  and  also  of  the  order  of 
Modern  Woodmen  of  Amerie.i. 


\Tr^'\EV.  W.  M.  ROE.  Tlie  Roe  family,  whose 
llW?  historic  records  can  be  traced  nearly  a 
^fll  tliousand  years  in  the  past,  has  grown  to 
^§)  be  quite  large  in  this  country, and  in  some 
of  its  branches  it  is  represented  in  most  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  in  several  European 
countries.  The  name  Roe  seems  to  have  had  its 
origin  in  Norway,  and  like  all  other  proper  names 
commencing  with  K  in  the  old  Norse  language 
was  preceded  by  the  letter  H.  The  first  known 
historic  mention  of  the  Roe  family  is  to  be  found 
in  a  hook  entitled  "Chronicles  of  the  Kings  of 
Norway,"  which  wjis  written  in  Iceland  probably 
about  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century.  From 
this  work  we  iearn  that  Bishop  Roe,  a  man  of 
gi-eat  learning,  who  had  been  an  Icelandic  priest, 
was  stationed  on  the  Earoe  Islands  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eleventh  century. 

From  Bishop  Roe,  through  Astrid,  his  daughter, 
a  woman  of  charming  beauty,  there  was  a  line  of 
SIX  kings  in  Norway.  These  kings  ruled  from 
1202  until  1314.  Eric,  who  occupied  the  Nor- 
wegian throne  from  1280  until  1299,  and  who  was 
in  the  fifth  generation  in  the  line  of  descent  from 
Bishop  Roc,  married  Margaret  of  Scotland,  daugh- 
ter of  King  Alexander  I II.  She  died  abouta  year 
after  her  marriage,  having  given  birth  to  a  daugh- 
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ter,  who,  on  the  death  of  Alex.indci',  was  aoktiowl- 
edged  the  vightful  heir  to  the  tlirotie  of  SciitUnd. 
While  yet  in  her  cliildliood  tlie  "Maid  of  Noi- 
way/'as  she  was  called,  embarked  for  tlie  eonnlry 
of  which  she  expected  to  be  the  ruler,  hut  she  died 
before  reaching  lier  destination.  Eric  afterward 
married  Isabella,  sister  of  Robert  Bruce,  who  sub- 
sequently became  king  of  Scotland.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  ninth  century  Rolf  the  Younger  was 
banished  from  Norway  by  Harold  Fairhair,  the 
king,  on  account  of  illicit  viking  cruises  made  by 
him  along  the  southern  shores  of  that  country. 
Among  the  vikings  that  he  induced  to  go  with 
him  to  England  and  Normandy  were  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Roe  family,  who,  it  seems,  established 
themselves  at  Rouen,  in  France. 

The  English  line  of  descent  came  from  Le  Rous 
(Roc),  who  settled  in  England  in  1066.  The  Roe 
family  iu  England  was  finally  enlarged  by  immi- 
gration from  both  Scandinavia  and  Normi(ndy. 
In  England  every  child  bore  the  family  name  of 
its  ffttlicr,  but  in  Norway,  and  in  fact  iu  all  the 
Gotliic  race,  only  the  eldest  son  could  wear  the 
father's  family  name.  Sir  Thomas  Koe,  who  was 
a  distinguished  man  in  many  ways,  died  in  Eng- 
land in  1644.  In  a  register  of  Oxford  Univei-sity 
there  is  a  record  of  graduates  of  the  Roes,  com- 
mencing with  William  Roc  in  1440,  and  ending 
with  a  William  Roe  in  1669.  Within  one  hundred 
and  twentj'-nine  ycare  thirteen  members  of  the  Roc 
family  wore  graduated  from  this  uuiveraity.  Five 
of  these  bore  the  Christian  name  of  William,  and 
four  tliat  of  John. 

The  Roc  family  penetrated  Iceland  as  early  as 
the  eleventh  century,  and  from  McGee's  "History 
of  Iceland"  we  learn  that  the  Roes  were  quite  num- 
erous in  that  country  from  1260  to  1642.  At  the 
last-named  date  Owen  Roe  was  the  General-in- 
Chief  of  the  Catholic  army  and  fought  against 
CriunwcU.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  some 
members  of  the  Roe  family  were  sent  into  unhappy 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  quelling  a  disturbance 
among  its  turbulent  inhabitants.  The  Rocs  of  I  re- 
land  were  not  Celts,  but  were  originally  vikings 
from  Norway  and  Denmark,  or  Anglo-Normans 
from  England. 

About    1630,  or  perhaps  a  little  later,  John  Roe 


and  David  Roe  emigrated  from  Iceland  to  J-:Otig 
Island,  N.  Y.  John  settled  near  Setauket,  but 
David  located  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Flush- 
ing. Whether  these  men  were  brothers,  or  how 
near  of  kin  they  were,  is  not  now  certainly  known, 
but  it  appears  that  many,  perhaps  even  a  large 
majority, of  the  Roes  in  the  United  States  can  truly 
claim  one  or  the  other  of  these  men  as  their  pro- 
genitor. 

Charles  Roe,  a  descendant  of  David  Roe,  was 
born  on  Long  Island  about  the  commencement 
ot  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  died  at  his  home 
on  the  west  hank  of  the  St.  Joseph  River,  about 
four  miles  north  of  South  Bend.,  Ind.,  August  18, 
1838.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Barshcba 
Watson,  also  died  the  same  season,  August  13. 
She  was  of  Irish  descent.  Eli  lioe.  the  third  child 
of  Charles  and  Bjirshelja  Roe,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky July  25,  1800.  He  had  five  brothers  and 
two  sisters.  In  1802  he  emigrated  with  his  father 
and  mother  to  southern  Ohio,  and  not  many  years 
thereafter  the  family  removed  to  Wayne  County, 
Ind.  Here  in  1819  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Martindalo,  the  sixth  child  and  second 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Martindale.  She  was 
bom  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  January  30,  1803. 
Her  father,  John  Martindale,  was  born  in  .South 
Carolina  October  12,  1772,  and  died  in  Delaware 
County,  Iowa,  July  2'2,  1852.  Her  grandfather, 
William  Martindale,  died  in  Indiana  January  24, 
1854,  aged  one  hundred  ycai-s,  ten  months  and 
sixteen  days.  Her  great-grandfather,  William  Mar- 
tindale, was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  which 
place  his  father  emigrated  from  England  about  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Burns,  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  September  2,  1775,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  John  Martindale  in  1791,  and  in  1801  she 
removed  with  her  husband  to  Warren  County, 
Ohio.  Her  grandfather,  Robert  Burns,  was  bom 
in  South  Carolina  about  1748,  and  his  father, 
Lawrence  Burns,  emigrated  from  Iceland  to  South 
Carolina  in  1736.  I^wrence  Burns, itappears, was 
of  Scotch  descent,  and  it  is  believed  was  a  kinsman 
of  Robert  Burns,  the  distinguished  poet. 

Eli  Roe  lived  in  Wayne  County,  Ind..  till  1923, 
when  he  removed  with  his  wife  and  two  children 
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into  the  adjoining  county  of  Henry.  In  the 
month  oC  October,  1830,  hu  left  with  liis  family 
for  St.  Joseph  County,  Inrt,,  where  lie  secured  a 
home  on  Govornmt'nt  innd  on  the  east  side  of 
Portage  I'lairie,  about  four  miles  north  of  South 
Bend.  Uv  remained  on  tliis  farm  about  live  years, 
when  he  soid  it  and  [nirchasod  land  about  one 
mile  farther  north.  Here  a  home  was  prepared,  in 
wliidi  the  tKironls,  nine  sons  and  two  daughters 
were  cheered  by  the  sunshine  of  prosperity  for 
many  ye:irs.  Thia  is  the  place  where  these  chil- 
dren passed  from  childhood  into  manhood  and 
womanhood, and  tliis  place  is  sacred  in  their  mem- 
ories as  the  old  homestead. 

In  IB56  Kti  Roc  i-emoved  to  Buciianan,  Mich., 
where  his  wife  passed  away  January  28,  1S70,  and 
where  his  death  occurred  January  1,  1883.  Will- 
iain  M.  Uoe,  the  sixth  son  of  Eli  and  Margaret  Roe, 
was  born  in  Henry  County,  lud.,  April  26,1830. 
In  the  fall  of  1830,  when  alMaut  six  months  old, 
he  was  carried  on  horseback  by  his  mother  to  St, 
Joseph  County,  Ind.,  a  distance  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  miles.  At  this  date  South  Bend 
contained  but  few  familits  ind  liid  onl>  one 
shop,  a  variety  store  and  Chicago  now  the  stt, 
ond  city  in  the  United  Sfites  hid  still  less  About 
the  1st  of  Decembei  1837  William  Roe  com 
incnced  going  to  school  His  fiist  tijichei  wis 
David  Fisk,  fioni  Vetmont  who  wa*-  veiy  success 
ful  in  his  chosen  piofession  of  school  teicl  ing 
Within  two  weeks  lie  ^,1  iduitcd  fiora  the  tng 
iish  alphabet  and  befoie  the  close  of  the  three 
months  term  of  school  he  commenced  the  study 
of  geography  Undci  the  tuition  of  Mr  >isk  lie 
attended  school  three  successive  winters  and  be- 
came very  proficient  in  spelling.  He  was  called 
m  every  direction  to  attend  spelling-schools,  in 
which  he  almost  invariably  scored  a  signal  victory. 
With  the  aid  of  iiis  two  elder  brothers,  John  and 
Elijah,  and  his  associate,  Thomas  Morrill,  the 
school  which  he  attended  was  invincible  in  the 
art  of  spelling.  He  attended  school  during  the 
montlis  of  winter,  and  engaged  in  light  farm  work 
during  the  summers  until  the  year  1845.  During 
the  summer  of  this  year,  and  for  five  successive 
n,  he  studied  at  home,  designating  tlie  room 

iupied  with  his   books  as  "Portage    Seminary." 


Here  he  commenced  to  study  the  Greek  language, 
and  not  infrequently  wrote  for  the  public  press. 
During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1846  he  at- 
tended school  at  a  seminary  in  South  Bend,  Ind., 
conducted  by  Prof.  C.  M.  Wright. 

Under  the  preaching  of  Elder  Peter  T.  Russell 
he  confessed  the  Savior,and  on  the  following  day, 
August  I,  1847,  he  was  immersed  in  the  St.  Joseph 
River  by  Elder  Reuben  Wilson.  Commencing 
October  11,  of  this  year,  lie  taught  school  for  two 
months  on  the  west  side  of  Portage  Prairie.  He 
taught  school  for  the  following  five  successive 
winters,  and  also  taught  one  summer  term  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Ind.,  in  1863.  In  the  spring  of  1851  he 
left  the  parental  roof  to  attend  what  was  then 
styled  "The  Eclectic  Institute,"  at  Hiram,  Ohio. 
This  institution  is  now  known  as  Hiram  College. 
While  at  this  school  he  was  called  to  teach  two 
classes  in  algebra  and  one  in  anatomy  and  physi- 
ology. James  A.  Garfield,  who  subsequently  filled 
the  highest  otiice  in  the  gift  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, was  at  that  time  a  student  in  this  sciiuol  and 
was  a  member  of  the  advanced  class  in  algebra 
taught  ly  Mr  Roe  who  letutned  to  Indiana  in 
time  to  teich  a  wiutei  s  tcim  of  scliool. 

Before  going  to  lliiam  Ohio,  arrangements  had 
been  midc  foi  him  to  bceome  a  law  student  in  the 
olfice  of  ludge  btanhetl  of  South  Itcnd,  Ind.,  but 
by  the  counsel  of  I-ldei  Coibly  Martiu,  an  able 
minister  of  the  Chiistian  Chuicli,  he  was  induced 
lo  ibandon  this  pioject  and  to  prepare  to  prcacli 
the  Gospel  of  Chiift  He  delivered  bis  first  ser- 
mon in  the  countiy  sehoolhouse  about  seven  miles 
southeast  of  South  Bend  in  the  spring  of  184!', 
He  spoke  occasionally  at  different  points  until  the 
fall  of  1854,  when  he  was  employed  to  cvangelite 
in  Berrien,  Cass   and  Van  liuren   Counties,  Mich, 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1863,  be  was  married  to 
Miss  Harriet  Elizabeth  Whitman,  of  South  Bend, 
Ind.  She  was  bom  in  Mentor,  Ohio,  January  13, 
1833,  and  wcut  with  her  parents  to  northern  Ind- 
iana in  1844.  Her  father  and  mother  were  for- 
merly I'esidonts  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  licr 
paternal  grandfather,  it  appears,  was  a  uative  of 
Long  Island,  To  William  M.  and  Harriet  E,  Roe 
four  cliildren  were  born,  two  boys  and  two  girls. 

In  the  fall  of  1854  they  removed    to  Buchanan, 
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Mich.,  and  Mr.  Rot',  devoting  his  full  time  to  (he 
ministry,  planted  churches  at  various  points  in 
soutLwcstern  Michigan.  In  1855  he  established  a 
church  at  Buchanan,  Micb.,  which  under  hie  care 
developed  a  membership  of  over  two  hundred 
souls.  Aflei'  laboring  one  year  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  general  Christian  Missionary  Society 
lie  took  a  [^istoiTite  of  tlie  Christian  Church  at  the 
following  places  successively:  Bollinj;  Piwrie  and 
Westville,  Ind.;  Eldora  and  De  Soto,  Iowa;  Paw 
Paw,  Mich.:  Greeley,  Iowa;  Hoopcston,  III.;  Dav- 
enport and  Marion,  Iowa;  Dowagiac  and  Millburg, 
Mich.;  Galena,  Ind.;  Bryan,  Ohio;  Buchannn,  Eau 
CInire,  Sodus,  CaasopoUs  and  Galien,  Mich.  He 
has  been  actively  engaged  In  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel  for  about  thirty-nine  years,  and  although 
of  frail  constitution,  and  much  of  his  life  af- 
flicted with  dyspepsia  and  nervous  debility,  his 
labors  have  been  almost  constant  and  often  ardu- 
ous but,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  under  his  pi-cach- 
ing a  large  uumber  of  souls  have  been  converted 
to  Christ  and  cheered  by  the  glorious  hope  of  a 
blissful  immortality  beyond  the  grave.  He  de- 
voted much  time  and  study  to  the  preparation  of 
a  work  entitled  "Bible  vs  Materialism."  wliicli  was 
published  in  1859.  A  second  edition  of  this  work, 
revised  and  enlarged,  was  published  in  m86.  In 
186.')  he  was  associated  with  D.  A.Wagner  in  edit- 
ing a  religious  periodical  entitled  The  Clirhtian 
Proclamation,  published  in  Buchanan,  Midi. 

Mf.  Roe  is  still  devoting  a  portion  of  his  time 
to  preaching,  but  is  gradually  retiring  from  min- 
isterial labor  and  is  spending  most  of  bis  time  at 
his  pleasant  home  in  the  beautiful  village  of  Bu- 
chanan, Mich. 


§ARNEY  DECKER.  In  a  volume  dedicati^d 
to  the  pioneers  of  the  county,  the  full 
meed  of  praise  and  respect  should  t>e  given 
to  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
these  paragrapiis  and  who  was  one  of  the  sturdy 
and  heroic  pioneers  of   western  Michigan,    Some- 


what retired  from  the  active  business  cares  which 
ci-owded  him  in  life's  prime,  he  still  maintains  a 
constant  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
welfare  of  Cass  County,  and  has  contributed  his 
quota  to  its  progress.  At  present  he  is  living  in 
his  rural  abode  on  section  21,  La  Grange  Town- 
ship. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Frederick  l>ecker,was 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  upon  a  farm.  In  that  State  be  married 
Miss  Anna  Barney  and  soon  afterward  removed  to 
New  York,  where  he  settled  in  a  heavily  tim- 
bered portion  of  Ontario  County.  Building  a 
small  log  cabin,  he  and  his  wife  commenced  house- 
keeping on  a  modest  scale,  and  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  clearing  and  cultivating  the  tract  of 
forty  acres  which  he  had  purcliased.  Of  his  mar- 
riage, the  followmg-namcd  children  were  born; 
Catherine,  Hannah,  Ama,  Jane,  Pamelia,  Grant, 
Barney  and  Stacey.  In  his  religious  belief,  the 
father  of  this  family  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Chureli.  lie  remained  in  New  York  until  bis 
death,  which  occurred  when  the  subject  of  this 
notice  was  a  lad  of  ten  years.  The  wife  and  mo- 
ther lived  for  many  years  following  the  death  of 
her  husband,  and  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-eight,  having  made  her  home  during  her 
later  yeare  with  our  subject. 

Orphaned  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  Barney 
Decker  was  forced  to  become  self-supporting  at  an 
age  when  most  boys  are  interested  only  in  sport 
and  studies.  For  a  time  he  worked  by  the  month, 
and  at  first  received  only  ^H  per  month,  but  his 
wages  were  gradually  increased  as  the  value  of 
his  services  was  enhanced.  He  spent  his  childhood 
years  in  his  native  place,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
where  his  birth  had  occurred  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
temlMT,  1813.  When  less  than  twenty-six  years 
old  he  was  married,  in  March,  1839,  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha, daughter  of  Robert  and  Rebecca  (Henderson) 
Wilson,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia.  They  settled  in  an  early  day  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Ohio,  where  their  daughter  Martha 
was  born.  Mr.  Decker  and  his  estimable  wife  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Erskine;  Florella, 
Mrs.  John  Morris,  deceased;  and  Isabelle.  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.    Religiously, 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duckec  are  iilenlifiea  with  the  Pres^ 
byterian  Chiircli  anil  aia  iictivL'  workers  in  relig- 
ions enterprises.  Politically,  Mr.  Decker  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  is  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  party. 

At  the  time  our  subject  came  to  Cass  County,  in 
1838,  lie  pni'chased  seventy-four  acres  of  heavily 
timbered  land,  situated  one-hnlf  mile  from  Cassop- 
olis.  In  order  to  purchase  the  land  he  was  obliged 
to  incur  an  indebtedness  of  $425,  but  as  he  was 
energetic  and  industrious  lie  was  enabled  to  dis- 
chai'ge  the  debt  a  short  time  afterward,  lie  lias 
engaged  extensively  as  a  dealer  in  land,  and  at  the 
present  time  is  the  owner  of  live  hundred  and 
seventy-tive  acres,  the  gi'eater  part  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  In  earlier  years  lie  endured  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  pioneer  life,  but  lie  has  lived  to 
enjoj'  the  present  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life  in 
Michigan   and    has    icn[>ed    the    reward  of  his  la- 


/^  APT.  NKLSON  W.  NAPIKR.  Tliis  sketch 
ilf  would  be  incomplete  were  no  mention  made 

^^>  of  the  brave  Capt.  Nelson  W.  Napier.  He 
was  born  near  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  in  1822,  and  when 
quite  young  be  came  to  St.  Joseph,  of  which  city 
he  was  ever  afterward  a  resident.  Early  in  life  he 
went  to  sea, and  his  bravery  and  the  excellentserv- 
ice  rendered  his  superiors  secured  his  promotion 
from  time  to  time.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  be 
was  captain  of  a  vessel.  In  1842,  duvinga  terrible 
gale,  the  schooner  he  was  then  sailing  went  to 
pieces,  but  be  and  bis  crew  succeeded  in  getting 
off.  Afterward  he  sailed  tJie  brig  "Scott"  out  of 
St.  Joseph,  later  had  one  of  Naghten's  brigs,  and 
then  a  Buffalo  steamer  called  the  "Baltic."  Subse- 
quently he  entered  the  service  of  the  Western 
Transportation  Company  and  sailed  the  "Free 
Trade"  for  a  numljer  of  years,  and  later  was  Cap- 
tain of  the  "Forest  Queen"  for  b  number  of  years. 
He  was  successively  Captain  of  the  "Montezuma" 
and  the  "Favorite,"  both  built  by  the  old  Chicago 
jewelry  firm  of  Edwards  Bros.,  and  after  that  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Goodrich  Transporta- 


tion Company,  with  which  he  remained  actively 
connected,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  until 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1882,attlie  opening  of  the  season,  Capt.  Na- 
pier WHS  put  in  command  of  the  "Aipena,"  whiehi 
on  llie  16th  of  October,  the  same  year,  on  the  trip 
between  Grand  Haven  and  Chicago,  went  down  with 
all  on  board.  A  terrible  gale  set  in  on  Friday 
night,  and  continued  through  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day, carrying  destruction  with  it.  The  citizens  of 
St.  Joseph  were  fearful  that  when  the  storm  sub- 
sided a  dreadful  tale  of  disaster  would  be  told  by 
the  mighty  waters  of  Lake  Michigan.  As  soon  as 
the  storm  ceased  on  Tuesday,  reports  began  to 
come  in  over  the  wires  from  different  points,  tell- 
ing of  the  safety  of  this  or  that  vessel,  or  stating 
that  no  tidings  bad  been  received  of  certani  steam- 
ers, and  in  the  last-named  list  the  attention  of  the 
citizens  of  this  section  of  the  State  was  centered 
upon  the  gallant  steamer  "Alpena,"  belonging  to 
the  Goodrich  Transportation  Company,  and  com- 
manded by  the  noble  Capt.  Nelson  \V.  Napier, 

On  Monday  afternoon  dis|)atches  were  received 
stating  that  a  portion  of  the  upper  deck  of  the 
"Al|>ena"  had  been  found  near  Holland,  also  that 
a  stair-railing  and  pal!  marked  "Al|>ena"  bad  been 
discovered  off  Holland.  Still  the  friends  of  those 
on  board  would  not  give  up  hope.  Late  Tuesday 
afternoon,  Mr.  Nye,  of  Holland,  sent  a  message  to 
Supt.  Lawler,  of  St.  Joseph,  that  portions  of  the 
wrecked  steamer  were  fast  coming  to  shore  at  that 
point,  and  requesting  that  if  any  friends  of  those 
on  board  desired  to  come,  they  should  take  the 
7: 15  train.  This  telegram  destroyed  the  last  hope. 
Dr.  L.  I.  McLin,  son-in-law  of  the  Captain,  Don 
Morrison  and  Frank  H.  Piatt  took  the  fii-st  tiain 
to  Holland,  and  the  Captain's  sons  followed  the 
next  day. 

The  "Alpena"  had  left  Grand  Haven  Friday 
evening  about  nine  o'clock  with  a  good  cargo  of 
freight  and  a  crew  and  passenger  hst  of  between 
sixty  and  eighty,  and  during  the  fiercest  part  of 
the  storm,  disabled  and  buffeted  by  the  waves, 
she  went  to  pieces  amid  the  wild  waters  not  many 
miles  from  Holland.  It  may  be  supposed  tliat 
the  noble  Captain  was  cool  and  undaunted  in 
the  midst  of  the  liori-ors  of  the  scene,  and  that  even 
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at  t)ie  last  tiis  voice  rang  out  clear  and  calm  above 
the  roav  of  the  tempest.  But  none  from  that  fated 
vessel  evev  lived  to  tetl  the  story  of  its  wreck. 
All  found  a  grave  beneath  tlie  surging  billows  on 
that  dreadful  October  day. 

The  noble  woman  who  for  many  _years  was  the 
devoted  helpmate  of  the  Captain,  and  who  now 
resides  in  St.  Joseph,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Henrietta  H.  Sco- 
ville.  There  was  a  family  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living:  Edward,  Arthur  and  Nel- 
son W.,  who  are  all  sailing  on  the  Lakes;  and  Frank 
L.,  of  St.  Joseph.  The  children  dcceasedare:  Jack 
11.;  Addie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  I, 
McLin,  and  at  her  death  left  one  son,  Hubert; 
Emma,  Elizabeth  and  Emma.  It  will  be  observed 
tbat  two  of  the  deceased  daughters  were  named  Em- 
ma. In  person,  the  Captain  was  tail  and  welt-pro- 
|)ortioned,  with  a  kindly,  genial  face,  dark  eyes, 
and  hair  frosted  with  the  snows  of  many  winters — 
a  fine-looking,  well-preserved  man.  He  was  de- 
scended from  a  long  line  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and 
seemed  good  for  many  years  of  contact  with  the 
elements  of  wind  and  wave,  among  which  so  large 
a  part  of  his  busy  life  bad  been  spent.  In  his 
long  career  on  the  Lakes,  be  had  many  a  narrow 
escape  from  the  fury  of  the  elements,  but  in  spite 
of  his  frequent  contact  with  the  dangei-s  of  the 
deep,  he  scarcely  knew  what  danger  was,  and  yet 
he  was  not  of  the  dare-devil,  reckless  sort,  but 
simply  fearless,  though  at  the  same  time  prudent 
and  mindful  of  the  responsibility  whicli  vested 
upon  him.  Probably  no  better  tribute  could  be 
paid  him  than  those  simple  words  of  bis  lake  com- 
panion for  many  years,  "He  was  a  good  man." 
Politically,  he  was  a  Republican. 

Frank  L,  Napier,  son  of  our  subject.  Clerk  of 
the  city  of  St.  Joseph,  and  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Ber- 
rien County,  is  a  young  man  of  exceptional  abil- 
ity and  great  promise.  He  has  been  a  lifelong 
resident  of  St.  Joseph,  where  he  was  bom  on  the 
23d  of  September,  1866.  In  his  childhood  he 
gained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  city 
schools,  and  later  entered  Olivet  (Mich.)  College, 
where  he  carried  on  his  studies  for  a  period  of 
two  and  one-balf  years.  At  the  close  of  his  liter- 
ary studies,  he  entered  upon  a  seafaring  life,  and 


for  a  time  sailed  on  Lakes  Michigan,  Huron,  Su- 
perior and  Erie,  spending  six  years  altogether  in 
this  way.  At  one  time  he  was  wrecked  on  Lake 
Huron,  off  Sioux  River,  on  the  steamer  "Joseph  L. 
Herd,"  and  drifted  for  four  days  and  three  nights 
before  being  rescued.  He  had  received  successive 
promotions  until  he  had  worked  his  way  up  to  the 
position  of  first  mate  on  the  Goodrich  line. 

Retiring  from  the  Lakes,  Mr.  Napier  engaged  in 
the  real-estate  business  at  St.  Joseph.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party  he  has  always  taken  a 
prominent  )Hirt  in  politics,  and  has  officiated  as 
City  Clerk  for  one  year.  In  1893  he  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Sheriff  for  a  period  of  two  years, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  Twin  City  Lodge,  K. 
P.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  Union. 


\1/  OHN  D.  BURY,  deceased,  an  early  pioneer 
I!    and   honored    citizen    of    Berrien    County, 


Mich.,  emigrated  from  Canada 
nts  about  1834,  and   located  i 


th  his  p 

^^;/'      euis  auout  lOiVi-,    uiiu    iut;jiLt:u    tii    the    tilCn 

Wilds  of  the  State,  from  that  time  hie  permanent 
bome.  His  father,  a  native  of  England,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  profession  of  medicine  in  Ireland  and, 
a  man  of  intelligence  and  marked  ability,  came  to 
America  with  his  wife,  settling  immediately  in 
Pennsylvania.  After  coming  here  he  followed  the 
trade  of  millwright,  but  was  a  resident  of  the  East 
when  our  subject  was  born,  August  18,  1804,  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  mother,  after  a  time  revisiting 
the  home  of  her  childhood,  died  on  the  ocean.  The 
father  married  a  second  time,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  then  removed  to  Canada,  where  he  passed 
away,  leaving  a  family  of  fourteen  children  by  his 
second  wife.  Mr.  Bury  received  his  education 
in  Canadian  schools  and  there  attained  to  man- 
hood, marrying  Miss  Betty  Green,  who  became  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Freeman  G.,  George  F., 
and  Betty,  wlio  married  James  Caldwell,  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  in  the  county,  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Betty  (Green)  Bury  did  not  survive  her  mar- 
riage many  years,  and  a  second   time  our  subject 
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entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  wedding  Miss 
Fannie  Byers,  born  in  IlyersviUe,  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.  She  met  lier  liusliand  wliile  on  a 
visit  to  relatives  iu  Bainbridge  Townatiip. 

This  union  was  blessed  i>y  the  bivth  of  three 
children;  0,  B,,  of  Benton  Township;  John  D.; 
nnd  Elsie  I.,  wtio  resides  with  Jier  mother  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor.  UlJOn  his  first  arrivji!  in  the  State  of 
Michigan  Mr.  Bury  worked  at  his  trade  of  a  car- 
penter in  Mottville  and  other  places,  and  flrst  set- 
tled in  St.  Joseph  in  1835.  In  1837  he  locitted  in 
the  dense  woods  of  Berrien  County,  and  with  en- 
ergy and  determination  cleared  a  part  of  eighty 
iieres.  Prospering  through  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts, he  accumulated  property,  and  at  one  time 
owned  six  hundred  and  forty-fonr  acres  in  Ben- 
tun  Township  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  llagar  Township,  besides  other  tracts  of  land. 
Possessing  excellent  business  ability,  our  subject 
speculated  in  lands  extensively  and  successfully 
and  was  widely  known  as  a  man  of  enterprise  and 
sagacity.  Politically,  he  was  a  strong  Democrat 
and  the  only  one  In  the  township  for  a  number  of 
yeai'S.  He  was  one  <if  the  chief  organizers  of  the 
township,  and  during  his  long  residence  was  known 
as  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen,  ever  ready 
to  assist  in  matters  of  mutual  welfare,  and  with 
generous  heart  extending  aid  to  those  less  fortun- 
ate than  himself.  His  death  was  a  public  loss  and 
he  was  mourned  by  all  his  fellow-townsmen. 

John  D.  Bury,  youngest  son  of  our  subject,  an 
able  general  agriculturist  and  breeder  of  fine 
horees  of  the  Cleveland  Bay  stock,  was  born  in 
1864,  on  the  old  Benton  Township  farm  and  in 
the  house  where  he  now  i-esides.  He  enjoyed  the 
opportunities  for  a  good  common -school  education 
and  reached  matni-e  ytai-s  self-reliant  and  energetic. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years,  December  11,  1887,  to  Miss  Annie 
Lynch,  being  then  engaged  in  the  management 
of  the  two  hundred  and  sixity-four  acres  of  the 
family  homestead.  He  now  owns  eighty-four 
acres  of  valuable  land,  one-half  of  which  he  has 
himself  brought  under  cultivation,  and  his  wife 
also  owns  thirty-six  acres.  In  1891  Mr.  Bury  first 
gave  a  portion  of  his  time  to  handling  his  magni- 
ficent horse  "Ileslington,"  a  Cleveland  Bay,  im- 
Iti 


ported  by   Banks  Clauser,  of  La  Porte,  Ind.,   No. 

687 — in  American  booksNo.  1348.  Although  much 
occupied  with  business,  our  subject  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  of 
the  lodge  at  Benton  Harbor.  Like  his  fattier,  he  is  a 
Democrat  and,  ever  interested  in  local  and  national 
issues,  gives  his  hearty  support  to  the  "Party  of  the 
People."  One  child,  a  son,  named  in  honor  of  his 
father  and  paternal  grandfather  John  D.,  a  manly 
and  promising  little  boy,  lias  brightened  the  pleas- 
ant home,  the  abode  of  hospitality,  within  whose 
walls  have  gathered  many  of  the  old  settlers, 
friends  of  a  lifetime,  tried  and  true.  Mrs.  Bury  is 
a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Benton  Har- 
bor. 


^^  liLANDO  li.  DICKINSON.  If  tliere  was  any 
II  )li  •'''''^''"  to  whom  St.  Joseph  was  especially  in- 
^^  debted  above  all  others,  we  believe  that  one 
to  be  Mr.  Dickinson,  who  for  many  years  was 
closely  identified  with  its  progress,  and  contri!)- 
uted  effectively  to  the  development  of  its  inter- 
ests. He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  business 
ot  fruit-raising  in  Beriien  County,  and,  realizing 
that  the  soil  here  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  rais- 
ing berries  and  small  fruits,  he  made  this  his 
special  business.  He  planted  the  flrst  extensive 
vineyard  in  the  oily  and  imported  the  first  variety 
of  grapes  (the  Delawares)  from  the  East. 

Born  in  Hornby,  Stcu!)en  County,  N,  V.,-Tuly  26, 
1826,  our  subject  was  the  son  of  Hon.  A.  B.  Dick- 
inson, a  prominent  |>olitician  of  New  York,  who 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago  convention  in  1860 
that  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  under  his  administration 
served  as  minister  to  Nicaragua.  He  was  the  col«m- 
porary  and  friend  of  Secretary  of  State  Seward, 
Horace  Gi-ecley  and  Thurlow  Weed,  and  many 
otlier  famous  men  who  acquired  distinction  dur- 
ing war  times.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hopkins,  a  native  of 
New  York.  Orlando  B.  spent  bia  boyhood  years 
in  Steuben  County  and  acquired  a  good  common- 
school   and   seminary   education.     At  the  age  of 
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eighteen  lie  embarked  in  tlje  business  of  buying 
and  selling  stock,  and  later  engaged  in  pork-jKick- 
ing  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Dickinson  removed  to  Atchison, 
Kan.,  being  among  the  first  to  settle  in  that  place. 
Three  years  later  he  came  to  St.  .loseph  and  act- 
ively engaged  in  horticultural  pursuila.  Kncr- 
gelic  and  enterprising  in  everything  lie  binder- 
took,  lie  soon  won  success.  As  aiwve  stated,  he 
planted  the  fii-st  vineyard  in  lliis  vicinity  on  prop- 
erty lie  piii-chased  of  B.  C.  Iloyt  near  bis  late  res- 
idence. He  also  planted  the  tirsfLawton"  berries 
and  introduced  into  this  section  the  famous  peach 
trees  known  as  "  Hale's  Early."  In  tlie  spring  of 
1865,  he  sold  liis  property  in  St  Joseph,  and 
1867  removed  to  Chicago,  where,  in  connection 
with  J.  Witlierell,  formerly  of  St.  Joseph,  he  did  t 
large  wareliouse  business,  and  subsequently  eS' 
tablislied  the  large  and  well-known  house  of  Dick- 
inson, Abel  &  Co. 

On  account  of  failing  health,  Mr.  Dickinson  re- 
lumed to  St.  Joseph  in  1882,  and  here  remained 
until  his  death,  October  12,  1883.  His  late  borne 
was  purchased  in  1878  and  elegantly  fitted  up  as  a 
fruit  farm  and  summer  residence  for  himself  and 
his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  two  daugh- 
tere.  On  the  28th  of  May,  1849,  he  married  Mi.ss 
Lncy  M.  Collins,  who  was  born  in  Kavcnna,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Lyman  and  Harriet 
(Whittlesey)  Collins,  early  settlers  of  St.  Joseph. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Dickinson,  Hon. 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  was  Second  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  under  tlie  admin isti-ation  of  President 
Pierce,  and  for  a  time  resided  in  Washington,  D. 
C.  Later  he  returned  to  Ohio,  was  sulsequently 
elected  to  Congress  for  several  terms,  and  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  President  Lincoln  was 
again  appointed  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury, which  position  he  filled  until  his  death.  The 
Collins  family  originated  in  Ireland,  while  the 
Whittlesej's  came  from  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dickinson  were  the  parents  of  two  daughtere: 
Anor,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Ilusted,  of  Chicago;  and  Har- 
riet C,  wife  of  William  E.  Eiy,  who  resides  in 
Slierrill,  Ark. 

Although  M.  Dickinson  had  been  in  poor  health 
for  some  time  prior  to  his  demise,  yet  his  death 


was  sudden.     On  the  morning  of  the  day  he  died 

he  was  at  his  barn  giving  directions,  when  one  of 
the  house  girls,  who  at  the  time  was  there,  turned 
to  look  as  she  heard  him  speak  and  saw  that  he  had 
fainted  and  fallen.  Pliysicians  were  summoned, 
but  human  efforts  were  unavailing.  Mr.  Dickin- 
son remained  insensible,  and  died  without  recov- 
ering consciousness,  except  for  a  moment,  when 
he  vainly  attempted  to  speak  to  his  wife.  The 
entire  community  mourneil  the  loss  of  a  genial 
and  generous  friend,  and  the  family  was  bereft  of 
a  considerate  husband  and  indulgent  father. 


J:  ACOIt  E.  MILLER,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
in  JSuchanan.wasbornin  Franklin  County, 
1  Ohio,  near  the  city  of  Columbus,  January 
_  '  1,  1824.  His  father,  Rev.  Adam  Miller, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  reared  in 
that  State,  being  at  an  early  age  initiated  into  the 
duties  of  sgricnltnre,  which  he  followed  through- 
out life.  From  his  German  ancestors  he  inherited 
the  traits  of  industry,  iJcrseve ranee  and  thrift,  so 
characteristic  of  the  people  of  that  nationality. 
Ho  was  an  lionorable,  upright  man,  of  a  deeply 
religious  nature  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
Christianity.  A  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  he  labored  for  years  as  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  and  often  traveled  on  horseback  for  miles 
in  order  to  meet  an  appointment  for  preaching, 
although  he  never  received  any  recompense  for 
his  services,  other  than  the  consciousness  of  having 
done  good. 

On  bis  mother's  side  our  subject  is  of  Scotch 
descent.  She  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Prior.  After  her 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  Pennsylvaiiiii,  she 
located  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  on  a  farm  and 
resided  there  for  some  time.  The  family  came  to 
Michigan  in  1830  and  located  in  Cass  County, 
where  Mr.  Miller  pre-empted  some  Government 
land  in  Ontwa  Township,  and  at  once  commenced 
the  work  of  clearing  and  cultivating  the  fai-m. 
He    was  a  pioneer    prcaeber    of  that   county   antj 
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was  liiglily  regarded  by  his  fellow-citizens.  His 
death  occum^d  at  tlio  age  of  seventy-three  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  Ind.  He  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried, and  by  his  first  union  had  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Karali  Snyder,  who  is  now  advanced  in  years  and 
makes  her  lionm;  in  Ohio.  Of  the  second  marriage 
eleven  chil<1ren  were  horn,  our  subject  being  tlie 
ninth  in  order  of  birth. 

When  abont  seven  years  old,  Jacob  E.  Milior 
.Tceomiianiod  his  jmrents  to  Cass  County,  Midi., 
whei-e  he  grew  to  manhood.  Prior  to  removing 
liitlier,  he  had  gained  tlic  rudiments  of  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  antl  after  settling  in 
Cass  County  lie  attended  the  primitive  schools 
held  in  log  houses.  The  building  in  which  lie  was 
initiate<I  into  the  mysteries  of  the  "three  R's" 
was  rudely  constructed  of  logs;  the  floor  was 
of  puncheon,  and  the  chimney  of  sticks  and  mud. 
Pegs  were  driven  into  holes  cut  in  the  logs  at  one 
end  of  the  building,  and  upon  them  was  placed  a 
(ward  which  served  the  purpose  of  a  writing-desk 
for  the  older  pupils.  The  method  of  instruction 
was  as  primitive  as  the  furnishings  of  the  build- 
ing, and  the  teacher  was  usually  a  man  more  re- 
nowned for  bis  physical  strength  and  lU'Cwess 
than  for  his  learning. 

Amid  such  surroundings  as  these  Mr.  Miller 
gained  his  schooling,  but  as  he  is  a  man  of  close 
observation  and  accustomed  to  read  extensively. 
lie  has  gained  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  world 
and  the  important  issues  of  the  present  day.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  yeai-s  he  established  a  home 
of  his  own.  Me  bad  more  courage  tlian  money, 
and  had  his  life  been  at  stake  lie  would  have 
been  unable  to  raise  $25.  Locating  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.,  lie  i-eiited  a  farm,  which  he  operated 
for  three  years.  He  then  bought  forty  aci-es,  paying 
155  down  and  going  in  debt  for  the  balance, 
amounting  to  $175.  Three  yeare  later  he  bought 
forty  acres  additional  in  St.  Joseph  County,  pay- 
ing $75  cash  for  the  land.  His  next  purchase  was 
eighty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  $300,  and  which 
was  situated  in  Cass  County,  near  (he  other  land 
owned  by  him. 

Although  he  had  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted 
prosperity  in  his  farming  pursuits,  Mr.  Miller  was 
geized  with  Uie  Western  fever  and  made  ari-angc- 


ments  to  move  into  one  of  the  new  Slates,  but 
was  prevented  by  circumstances  from  going  in 
the  summer  of  1855,  as  he  originally  planned.  In- 
stead of  so  doing,  he  purchased  forty  acres  ad- 
joining his  eighty-acre  tract  and  made  his  home 
on  that  place  for  one  year.  He  then  took  the 
long-delayed  visit  to  the  West,  traveling  through 
the  States  of  Illinois  and  Iowa,  hnt  lie  found 
nothing  to  suit  him,  and  accordingly  returned 
to  Michigan,  satisfied  to  remain  in  this  State. 
Shortly  afterward,  he  came  to  Perrien  County  and 
bought  a  farm  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Huchanan  Township.  For  this  he 
paid  $2,000  in  cash  and  gave  his  note  for  the  bal- 
ance, $700.  The  property  is  located  on  sections 
14  and  15,  and  through  Mr.  Miller's  efforts  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  were  improved 

In  1881  Mr.  Miller  moved  to  Weesaw  Township, 
Berrien  County,  where  be  [  rcl  ased  a  forty-acre 
farm  for  $2,700.  He  res  ded  ti  ere  mt  1  after  his 
wife's  death,  when  he  ai  d  I  v^  daughte'  came  to 
Buchanan.  He  had  lived  I  ere  b  t  a  "hort  time 
when  his  daughter's  dress  caigi  t  o  fl  e  and  she 
was  so  sevci-ely  burned  tl  at  !e  utfeied  untold 
agony  until  death  came  t  1  ei  el  ef  Four  days 
later  Mr.  Miller's  son  Union  died,  and  his  widow 
is  now  keeping  house  for  our  subject.  The  wife 
of  our  subject,  Sarah  (Blackford)  Miller,  was  born 
in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  December  20,  1822,  and 
died  in  1892,  after  having  become  the  mother  of 
six  sons  and  five  daughters.  They  are  as  follows: 
Anson,  born  August  16,  1842;  Clam,  September 
25,  1844;  William  P.,  August  16,  1846;  Sarah  B., 
February  II,  1849;  James  J.,  April  1,  1852;  Nancy 
A.,  Jnne  2,  1854;  Adoniram  J.,  November  29, 
1856;  Margaret  E.,  May  2,  1869;  Union,  April  25, 
1861;  Alta  M.,  October  6,  1863;  and  Jacob  E., 
May  12.  1866.  All  are  deceased  with  the  excep- 
tion of  William,  who  resides  in  Buchanan;  James 
J.,  a  resident  of  Buchanan  Township;  Margaret 
E.,  of  Rogers  Park,  Chicago;  and  Jacob  E.,  who 
also  makes  his  home  at  Rogera  Park. 

In  Ills  undertakings  Mr.  Miller  has  been  so 
highly  prospered  tliat  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
eight  hundi-ed  acres  in  Berrieu  County,  He  has 
always  been  deeply  interested  in  religious  enter- 
prises and  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
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Cliuicli,  witli  which  lias  been  identified  for  forty- 
six  years.  He  lias  served  as  an  Elder  for  fifteen 
years  and  is  nuw  filling  that  position  in  the  church 
at  Buchanan.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Wcesaw  churdi,  which  he  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  five  years  after  he  located 
iheie.  He  and  his  two  daughters  were  the  only 
iiiemt>ers  of  that  denomination  in  the  comniiinity, 
hut  after  holding  a  meeting  of  six  weeks' dura- 
tion, witli  Rev.  L.  W.  Spade  as  the  evangelist,  a 
chureh  composed  of  seventy-six  members  was  or- 
ganized. Most  of  the  expense  connected  witli 
this  revival  was  borne  by  Mr.  Miller,  wlio  also 
contributed  with  the  utmost  liberality  to  the  erec- 
tion of  a  suitable  edifice,  which  cost  $1,400.  For 
forty  years  ov  more  Mr.  Miller  has  been  a  strong 
Prohibitionist  and  not  only  does  not  use  tobacco 
in  any  form,  but  also  abstains  from  the  use  of 
either  tea  or  coffee.  He  is  a  remarkably  well-pre- 
served man,  and  altliough  advanced  in  years,  is 
hale  and  rugged  and  in  full  possession  of  his 
mental  faculties. 

Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  June  6, 
1893,  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Grant)  Glovcr,the  widow  of 
James  Glover.  Mi-s.  Miller  was  born  near  Au- 
gusta, Me.,  her  parents  being  pioneers  of  that 
section,  they  having  taken  up  Government  land 
in  that  State.  Her  father,  Joshua  Grant,  was  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  her  mother,  Mary 
Whitehouse,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State.  Joshua 
Grant  served  in  Ihe  War  of  1812  and  also  in  the 


J'  OUN  M.  ROE,  M.  D.  Tlie  name  of  thisgen- 
tleman  is  familiar  h)  the  citizens  through- 
out Berrien  County  and  to  the  medical  fra- 
ternity of  the  State.  As  a  successful  prac- 
titioner he  has  become  well  known,  and  while  his 
offlee  is  located  in  Buchanan,  his  practice  is  by  no 
means  limited  to  that  village,  but  extends  through- 
out the  surrounding  country.  In  the  diagnosis  of 
cases  he  is  prompt  and  accurate,  and  his  patients 
place  implicit  confidence   in   his  judgment  and 


skill.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising, and  any  measui'e  which  has  for  its  object 
the  progress  of  the  city  or  the  welfare  of  its  peo- 
ple is  sure  of  his  support. 

A  native  of  Indiana,  Dr.  Roe  was  born  in  Henr}' 
County  on  tlie  Gth  of  Septemlier,  1824,  and  is  the 
third  child  in  the  family  of  Eli  and  Margaret  Roe, 
of  whom  further  mention  will  be  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  At  the  age  of  six  years  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  St.  Joseph  County,  lud., 
where  his  studies  were  prosecuted  in  a  private 
school  and  afterward  carried  on  for  three  months 
each  year  in  the  district  school.  However,  his 
time  was  principally  occupied  in  assisting  his 
father  in  the  labor  of  cultivating  and  improving 
the  home  farm,  and  he  gained  a  good  idea  of  the 
work  incident  to  carrying  on  a  farm  nhen  he  was 
quite  young. 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  our  subject  commenced  in 
life  for  himself,  at  which  time  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  teacher  in  a  district  school  near  his  home. 
In  that  Wiiy  he  earned  sufficient  money  to  pay  his 
tuition  at  the  South  Bend  Academy,  where  he 
pursued  his  literary  studies  for  one  term.  Ilis 
medical  studies  were  commenced  under  the  pre- 
ceploi-ship  of  IJr.  Dayton,  of  South  Bend,  in 
whose  office  he  remained  about  two  years.  I/iter 
he  took  one  coiu'se  of  lectures  in  the  Indiana 
Medical  College  at  J^l'orte,  and  after  completing 
his  medical  studies  opened  an  office  at  Goshen, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  for  two  yeai-s.  Thence 
he  came  to  Buchanan  in  1851,  and  now  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  being  the  oldest  resident  physician 
ID  the  village.  There  are  now  only  four  men  liv- 
ing here  who  were  residents  of  the  place  at  the 
time  of  his  arrival. 

In  South  Bend,  Ind,,  in  1848,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Or.  Roc  to  Miss  I'hilenia  Chipman,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Ilolton  Chipman. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Lillia  E.  is  the  wife  of  E. 
H.  Clark,  and  resides  in  Buchanan;  Alison  C.  is  a 
graduate  of  the  law  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Ann  Arbor,  and  is  now  conducting  a 
rapidly  increasing  practice  in  Buchanan;  IjcnnieL. 
died  in  Florida  at  the  age  of  twenty-aeveu.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  are  meinbers  of  the  Christian 
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Cliurdi,  ill  which  lie  is  serving  as  Trustee.  So- 
cially, lie  is  identifie<J  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  nltlioiigh  not  at  [iiesent  actively 
connected  with  any  lodge.  At  one  titne  he  was  a 
radical  Ucpublicnn,  but  his  political  views  under- 
went considerable  change  and  lie  became  a  Green- 
backer,  and  now  works  with  the  Pcoiile's  party. 
He  has  served  ns  a  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  has  olliciated  as  its  President. 


jl/_^ON.  ROSCOE  D.  DJX,  President  of  Ber- 
if  jj  rion  Springs  and  senior  member  of  the 
/^^  firm  of  Dix  A  Wilkinson,  proprietors  of 
'^X  the  Exchange  Rank  and  also  dealers  in 
real  estate,  was  born  In  Jefferson  County,  N,  Y., 
on  the  11th  of  June,  183!).  He  is  the  grandson 
of  Leoniird  Dix,  who  was  of  English  stock,  and  of 
Nathan  Rudd,  a  pioneer  of  Connecticut.  His  fa- 
ther. Dexter  0.,  was  born  hi  Veinionl,and  in  18,')2 
moved  to  Berrien  County,  Micli.,  locating  in 
Bainbridge  and  engaging  in  farming  pursuits  there 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1880.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  K.  Rudd,  and 
who  w.as  a  native  of  Connecticut,  survived  him 
for  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  in  188il. 

The  second  in  a  family  of  four  chiidreu,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  passed  his  early  childhood 
years  in  .Icfferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  laid  the 
fuundation  of  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
After  coming  to  Michigan  he  entered  Albion  Col- 
lege, wliere  he  was  conducting  his  studies  at  the 
time  the  Civil  War  broke  out.  With  characteris- 
tic enthusiasm  and  ardor,  he  enlisted  as  a  member 
of  Com|tany  K,  Secon<I  Michigan  Infantry.  Col. 
I.  B.  Richardson  commanding.  In  April,  1861,  his 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  I'oto- 
niae,  and  was  in  the  Third  Army  Corps,  but  later 
liccame  a  part  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  At  the 
Kittle  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  on  the  Z-ltli  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  he  was  wounded  in  the  hip  and 
taken  jirisoner,  but  was  exchanged.  He  was  taken 
to  Knoxville    Hospital,  and    transferred  lat«r    to 


St.  Mary's  Hospital,  at  Deti-oit,  Mich.  On  the 
25th  of  May,  1864,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
on  account  of  injuries  received  in  the  service, 
which  incapacitated  him  for  further  action. 

Returning  to  his  home,  Mr,  Dix  was  in  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  elected  Register  of  Deeds  of  Berrien 
County,  and  served  in  that  position  for  three 
successive  terms,  or  for  six  years.  He  was  again 
elected  in  1874  for  a  two-year  term,  serving  alto- 
gether eight  years.  He  was  elected  Commissioner 
of  Slate  Lands  in  1886,  and  filled  that  position 
for  two  terms  of  two  yeare  each.  For  four  suc- 
cessive terms  he  served  as  President  of  the  vil- 
lage. A  Republican  in  politics.  Ue  is  less  a  parti- 
san than  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  it  is  bis 
aim  not  to  labor  solely  for  party  aggmndizement, 
but  rather  to  give  iiis  best  efforts  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  welfare  of  the  people  and  the  commu- 
nity, iiresiiective  of  politics. 

.lanuaiy  2,  1867,  Mr.  Dix  married  Miss  Vir- 
ginia M.,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Philip  Kephart, 
of  Berrien  Springs.  They  liavo  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Roscoe  A.,  who  died  October 
2C,  1802,  aged  twenty-three  years;  Winfred  K,, 
aged  twenty-one  yeai's;  Kittle  M,,  a  school  girl  of 
eleven  years;  and  Philip,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Winfred  K.  and  Kittie  M.  are  both  at  home.  Fra- 
ternally, Mr.  Dix  is  a  member  of  Westem  Star 
Lodge  No.  3i),  A.  F.  A  A.  M.;  and  Niles  Chapter 
and  Commandery  No.  12,  K.T.  He  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
and  Kilpatrick  Post  No.  39,  G.  A.  R,,  being  at 
present  the  Commander  of  the  post. 


i#^3S-^-i^l^^^^ - 


dW  L.  JOHNSON.  Among  the  sons  of  Ohio 
'II  who  have  brought  with  them  to  this  State 
I'  the  sturdy  habits  of  independence,  integrity 
_'J  and  industry  which  have  ever  marked  tlie 
native  Obioan,  we  are  gi-atilied  to  he  able  to  name 
Mr.  Johnson,  whose  l>eauliful  farm  is  to  be  found 
just  east  of  tlie  city  of  Benton  Harbor.  This 
estate  has  every  indication  of  order  and  thrift, 
and    success    has   crowned    his    efforts,    for    it    is 
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considered  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  towasliip. 
Mr,  Johnson  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
in  1823,  and  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mioh.,  with 
his  parents,  Benjamin  and  Margaret  (Miirpliy) 
Johnson,  at  an  early  date.  Both  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Maryland,  and  they  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Berrien  County,  locating  in  St.  Joseph, 
where  they  resided  two  years.  From  there  they 
moved  to  tlie  farm  just  north  of  where  our  subject 
now  resides,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  Their  children,  six  tn  number,  were 
in  order  of  their  births  as  follows:  J.  L.,  our 
subject;  Byron,  of  Chicago;  Julia,  who  died,  leav- 
ing ft  son,  Joseph  Pearl;  Lucy  A.,  wife  of  John 
Wilkinson,  of  St.  Joseph;  Benjamin;  and  Drusilla, 
wife  of  Thomas  Walker,  of  the  Lake  View  Hotel 
in  St.  Joseph. 

The  original  of  this  notice  grew  to  manhood  in 
Berrien  County,  and  received  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Trained  to  the 
fti'duous  duties  of  the  farm  from  early  boyhood,  he 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  progenitoi-s  and 
also  became  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  selected  his 
wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Jennie  Smith,  whose 
father,  Joseph  Sn>ith,  was  one  of  the  very  first  set- 
tlers of  the  county.  Subsequently  Mr.  Johnson 
moved  to  his  farm  of  .eighty  acres,  which  was  then 
a  dense  forest,  and  which  he  succeeded  in  clearing 
after  yeara  of  hard  work.  Aside  from  this  he  has 
cleared  forty  acres  on  the  cast  side  of  the  road  from 
where  he  now  resides,  and  everything  about  his 
place  indicates  him  to  be  a  man  of  push  and  per- 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  they  have  reai-ed  and  educated  two, 
Eugene  Barrows  and  Joseph  F.  Pearl.  The  latter. 
Ml-.  Johnson's  nephew,  is  now  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Howard  &  Pearl,  druggists  of  St  Joseph, 
and  a  very  successful  young  business  man.  The 
political  sympathies  of  Mr.  Johnson  have  brought 
him  in  line  witli  the  Republican  party  and  in 
public  movements  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest. 
Socially,  he  was  one  of  the  old  members  of 
the  Masonic  oi-der  of  St.  Joseph,  was  also  a  raem- 
Iwr  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
a  member  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Grange.  Mr. 
Johnson  has  ever  been   interested   in  educational 


matters  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  in  the  district  where  he  makes  his  home.  He 
and  his  excellent  wife,  who  is  a  most  worthy  mem- 
ber of  theEpiscopal  Church,  are  well  known  in  the 
county  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all.  Although 
not  connected  with  any  cliureh  organization,  Mr. 
Johnson  recognizes  tiie  breadth  of  good  aecom- 
piished  therein  and  lias  always  been  a  liberal  con- 
tributor towards  tlie  support  of  the  Gospel  teach- 


R.  P.  H.  ESSIG,  dental  surgeon,  although 
yet  in  early  manhood  and  one  oC  the 
youngest  pi^actitioners  of  liis  profession 
in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  thoroughly  at 
all  the  details  of  his  work  and  enjoys  a 
id  lucrative  practice  in  Dowagiac.  Dr. 
a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  was 
born  in  Ravenna,  upon  the  13th  of  June,  18C5. 
His  parents  were  George  W.  and  Fidelia  (Gilbert) 
Essig,  who  for  many  years  were  among  the  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  residents  of  Ohio. 
The  Essigs  arc  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  and  in 
the  Quaker  State  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  and  educated.  The  GilbcLts  were  of  New 
England  ancestry,  the  Eorefathers  of  tlie  mother 
having  tor  many  generations  past  been  numbered 
among  the  sturdy,  self-reliant  and  intelligent  citi- 
zens of  Connecticut.  The  father  and  mother  of 
Dr.  Essig  trained  their  children  up  to  habits  of  in- 
dustrious thrift  and  gave  to  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  household  every  possible  advantage  for  an 
extended  education. 

Having  faithfully  completed  his  school  course, 
our  subject  decided  to  follow  the  example  of  an 
elder  brother,  and  at  once  began  the  study  of  his 
profession.  Young  in  years,  he  was  guided  by  his 
bi-other,  an  expert  in  dentistry,  and  under  his  able 
instruction  pursued  his  dental  studies,  Dr,  Essig 
later  enjoyed  a  thorough  course  in  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  and  in  1888  graduated  in  dental  surgery. 
He  came  to  Dowagiac  in  the  same  year  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  his  chosen  profession.  It  was  but 
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a  brief  time  befoi'C  lie  received  encouraging  pat- 
ronage and  lie  has  ftom  the  first  steadily  won  lii? 
way  upward  to  liis  present  extensive  and  rapidly 
inci'Casing  practice.  Dr.  Essig  is  not  only  known 
as  n  dentist  of  superior  Ability,  but  is  esteemed  as 
;i  liberal -spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  whose 
public  work  and  influence  are  ever  cast  in  belialf  of 
the  best  interests  of  his  borne  locality.  Thoroughly 
appreciating  the  advantages  of  educational  prog- 
ress and  hwat  enterprises  and  improvements,  our 
subject  cannot  fail  to  become  one  of  the  important 
factors  in  tiie  future  development  of  Cass  County. 
Upon  September  25,  1890,  F.  II.  Essig  and  Miss 
Norah  Day  were  united  in  marriage,  carrying  into 
their  new  life  the  best  wishes  and  congratulations 
of  a  host  of  sincei-c  friends.  Mrs.  Kssig  is  the 
daughter  of  J.  J.  Day,  of  Dowagiac,  an  esteemed 
and  long-time  citizen  of  the  town.  Our  subjeet 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  active  in  the  social  life 
and  lienevolent  work  of  their  locality  and  occupy 
a  position  of  usefulness  and  inHuence. 


^^  BRAM  C.  I'ENNEI.L. 

'Sm!     neer  settlei«  of  licrricr 
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(if  It  narrate  the  story  ot  hardships  encoun- 
^  t«red,  vast  tracts  of  land  cleared  and  vic- 

tories gained.  The  majority  of  those  who  served 
as  roreriinncrs  of  an  advancing  civilization  have 
closed  their  eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  earth,  and 
now  live  only  in  the  memories  of  their  descend- 
ants, who  owe  to  them  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  can 
never  bo  repaid.  A  few  pioncei'S,  however,  re- 
main to  enjoy  the  comforts  and  luxuries  they  have 
been  instrumental  in  securing,  and  among  this 
numberno  one  is  more  deserving  of  the  tribute  of 
i-esjicct  and  admiration  than  the  gentleman  with 
whose  name  we  introduce  this  sketch. 

A  native  of  New  York  State,  t!ie  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  boni  in  the  town  of  Sempronius,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Clli  of  January,  1815.  His 
parents,  Aaron  and  Sally  (Case)  Pennell,  weio  na- 
tives of  New  York,  where  they  passed  their  en- 
tire   lives.     They   became   the  parents  of  a  large 


family  of  eliildren,  as  follows:  Robert  Zebina; 
Pamela,  wife  of  Asa  Caldwell;  Lydia  C,  Mrs. 
Daniel  Ainmerinan;  Aaron;  Union;  Daniel,  whose 
home  is  in  Texas;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Selini  Hines; 
Abram  C,  ol  this  sketch;  Bradley  M.;  Comfort,  a 
resident  of  Berrien  Springs;  and  Benjamin  F.,wlio 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Brown  County,  S.  Dak. 
All  are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Pamela, 
Daniel,  Abram  C.  and  Comfort, 

In  Cayuga  County  Abram  C.  Pennell  passed  his 
boyhood  yeai-s,  attending  school  during  the  win- 
ter seasons  and  aiding  his  father  on  the  farm  dur- 
ing the  summer.  In  1848  he  came  to  Berrien 
County,  where  he  first  located  in  Lake  Township, 
and  later  conducted  farming  operations  in  Oro- 
noko  Township.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Berrien 
Township,  where  he  is  still  the  owner  of  a  finely- 
improved  place,  comprising  three  hundred  and 
seventj- -eight  acres,  and  cmbellisiied  with  a  good 
class  of  farm  buildings  adapted  to  their  various 
uses.  While  he  devoted  his  attention  principally 
to  general  farming,  he  also  was  largely  interested 
in  stock-raising  and  made  a  specialty  of  raising 
sheep,  llis  sons  now  occupy  the  old  tioinest«ad, 
and  under  their  management  it  retains  its  rank  as 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  eoiinty. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Penneil  took  place  in  1837 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Smith. 
Five  children  have  blessed  the  union,  namely: 
Harriott  J.;  Byron,  who  is  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion; Edgar  S.  and  R.  !:)mitli,  who  cultivate  the 
old  home  farm;  and  Laura,  who  is  the  wife  of 
William  B.  Htorick,  a  resident  farmer  of  Oronoko 
Township,  Mrs.  Pennel!  is  the  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard and  Ruth  (Wyant)  Smith.  Her  grandfather, 
■losepli  Smith,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Coun., 
on  the  7th  of  May,  1745,  and  died  August  II, 
1817.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Michael 
and  Hannah  (Tooker)  Wyant,  natives  of  New 
England.  Richard  Smith  was  born  in  Durham, 
Conn,,  March  U,  1781,  .and  unto  him  and  Ills 
wife,  Ruth,  were  born  the  following  children: 
Edgar,  formerly  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
but  now  deceased;  Amanda,  who  married  Truman 
Brown  and  is  now  deceased;  Charles  A.,  who  died 
in  Berrien  Springs;  Elizabeth  B.,  Mrs.  Pennell; 
Caroline  W.,  who  man  ied  Bradley  Pennell;  Martha 
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W.,  wife  of  Walter  W.  White,  of  New  Yoik;  Mary 
U.,  who  mai'ried  Hiram  Buck  (deceased);  and  Helen 
M.,  who  13  the  wife  of  Wesley  Iiigley,  of  Locke, 
N.  Y. 

Of  unwavering  religious  belief,  Mrs,  Pennell 
has  long  been  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church 
as  a  faithful  member  and  active  worker.  They 
are  generous  in  their  contributions  to  the  support 
of  thai  denomination,  and  also  give  Ubcrally  to 
all  enterprises  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  morally  or  religiously.  Their  at- 
tractive and  comfortable  residence  is  located  in 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  parts  of  Berrien  Springs, 
•The  competency  which  Mr.  Pennell  has  aeeumii- 
lated  and  the  landed  possessions  he  has  gained 
represent  the  result  of  his  well-directed  efforts 
through  years  gone  by,  and  no  one  is  more  de- 
serving of  success  than  he.  Of  more  than  ordi- 
nary intelligence  and  observation,  ho  has  long 
been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  county,  and 
his  name  is  entitled  to  perpetuation  among  those 
of  other  pioneers. 


^m,  BIJAII  BIRDSEY.  While  a  majority  of  the 
^MM     farms  of   St.    Joseph    Townsliip,    Berrien 
III  A    County,  are  devoted  to  tlie  cultivation  of 
^0  fruit,  tliore  are  also  a  number  of  estates 

upon  which  an  extensive  general  faiming  and 
stock- I'aising  business  is  conducted,  and  one  of 
these  is  the  tract  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acri;s 
located  on  section  1.  Mr.  Rirdsey,  the  owner 
of  this  valuable  place,  isapracticiil  and  progressive 
agriculturist,  through  whose  efforts  the  land  has 
been  cleared,  placed  under  excellent  cultivation, 
and  embellished  with  all  the  necessary  equipments 
in  the  way  of  machinery  and  buildings. 

In  Seneca  County,  N,  Y.,  the  subject  of  this 
notice  was  born  May  7,  1819.  His  parents,  Philo 
and  Emma  (Watkins)  Birdaey,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  where  they  were  born  and  reared  and 
married.  For  a  time  the  father  followed  his 
occupation  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner  in  Connecti- 


cut, but  subsequently  removed  to  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to  Wayne  County,  the  same 
State,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
his  deatlL.  Two  of  his  five  children  are  now  living: 
Abijali  and  Marietle,  the  latter  being  the  widow 
of  Sylvester  Griswold  and  a  resident  of  Hillsdale 
County,  Mich.  The  senior  Mr.  Birdsey  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Ohnrch  and  a 
man  of  devout  Christian  life.  Politically,  he 
affiliated  with  the  Whigs. 

Accompanying  his  parents  to  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  his  childhood,  our  subject  was  there  reared 
to  maturity.  October  2, 1840,  in  Wayne  County, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Aon 
Curtis,  who  died  in  1875.  Tliey  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  of  whom  we  note  the  following; 
George  W.  enlisted  in  defense  of  the  Union  during 
the  late  war  and  starved  to  death  in  Libby  Prison; 
Phtebe  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Lucius  Vasy;  La  Fayette 
resides  at  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  livery  business;  Sarah  married  Charles  Bort,  a 
painter  residing  in  St.  Joseph,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
late  war;  Liliie  is  the  wife  of  William  Howland,  a 
policeman  of  St.  Joseph;  and  Adelbert  lives  with 
his  fathei'. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Birdsey  located  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  farming  there  un- 
til the  year  1853,  when  he  came  to  Berrien  County 
and  located  upon  his  present  farm.  It  was  then 
only  partially  cleared,  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try was  in  its  primeval  condition.  Mr.  Birdsey, 
however,  possessed  the  endurance  of  the  pioneer, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  he  had  materially 
changed  the  condition  of  the  place.  The  improve- 
ments now  noticeable  are  mainly  the  work  of  his 
hands  and  the  result  of  his  energetic  efforts.  The 
residence  is  a  comfortable  and  commodious  struc- 
ture, conveniently  arranged  and  cozily  furnished. 
The  lady  who  presides  with  gracious  dignity  over 
this  pleasant  rural  abode  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Matilda  Wittaker,  and  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Birdsey  in  1876. 

As  one  of  the  early  scttlera  of  Berrien  County 
and  one  of  its  most  enterprising  residents,  Mr. 
Birdsey  (xicupies  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  his 
fellow-men.  During  the  late  war  he  was  drafted 
into  the  service,  but  was  not  accepted  on  account 
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of  liis  age.  However,  his  sympatiiies  were  strongly 
enlisted  on  behalf  of  the  Union  and  he  aided  in 
vvcvy  way  possible  the  cause  so  dear  to  every 
patriotic    heart.     Politically,    he  is   a    Republican. 


\Ir^KV.  JOSKPH  S.  GRAVES.  Fifty  years 
mj^  have  come  and  gone  since  this  gentleman 
ilifll  entered  the  ministry  of  llie  Congrega- 
^S)  tional  Church.  During  nearly  all  these 
years  he  proclaimed  the  Gospel  story,  and  told  it 
with  a  simplicity  and  a  power  that  wei-e  irresisti- 
ble, as  thousands  still  living  can  testify.  He  was 
well  fitted  in  mind  and  body  for  pioneer  service 
in  the  cause  of  religion,  blazing  tlie  way  for  others 
and  enduring  hardships  as  a  tiiie  soldier  of  Jesus 
Christ.  His  sermons  were  full  of  an  unction  that 
stirred  his  hearere  to  the  depths  of  their  souls.  His 
appeals  were  often  overpowering  in  their  earnest- 
ness. Though  he  has  now  retired  from  the  minis- 
try, his  life  speaksi  more  eloquently  in  lehalf  of 
Christianity  than  even  his  words  could  do,  power- 
ful and  beautiful  as  they  were. 

It  cannot  be  out  of  place  in  this  connection  to 
mention  facts  of  interest  in  the  life  of  this  pio- 
neer preacher.  He  was  born  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
in  181i.  His  parents  were  Jeremiah  and  Mary  N. 
(Spencer)  Graves,  natives  resjwctively  of  Massa- 
cliusetta  and  Hartford,  Conn.  Prior  to  the  age  of 
sixteen  lie  resided  in  Connecticut,  where  lie  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  in  the  primi- 
tive "temples  of  learning"  common  in  that  day. 
In  1831  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Illinois,  aud 
three  years  later  he  entered  the  Illinois  College, 
located  at  Jacksonville,  graduating  from  that  insti- 
tution in  1839.  Later  lie  became  a  student  in  the 
l^nu  Theological  Seminary  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
studying  under  the  famous  Lyman  Beeclier,  and 
graduating  from  the  seminary  in  1842. 

After  having  been  ordained  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  in  1843,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Graves  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  the  Congregational  Chui-ch  at  Wood- 
burn,  III.  Five  years  later  he  became  pastor  of  a 
church  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for 


two  years.  Thence  he  removed  to  Aurora,  Port- 
age Coiintj-,  Ohio,  and  for  sixteen  years  he  oc- 
cupied a  prominent  position  among  the  clergy  of 
that  city.  In  1866  lie  located  in  Roscoe,  III.,  where 
he  remained  for  six  years.  His  next  home  was  in 
Jackson  County,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  for  three 
years.  While  in  tliat  place  he  retired  from  active 
connection  with  the  ministry,  to  which  his  entire 
active  life  had  previously  been  devoted.  In  1875 
he  came  to  NiJcs  and  has  since  resided  in  this  oity. 
Since  coming  here,  he  lias  held  the  same  devoted 
attachment  to  the  city,  and  whatever  contributes 
to  lier  growth  he  is  ready  to  espouse.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  is  not  active  in  the  party. 
In  1842  Rev.  Mr.  Graves  married  Miss  Fi-ances 
Kemper,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  who  died  in  1853. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  viz.; 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Charles  Osborne,  of  Niles;  Anna 
Belle,  and  Frank  K.,  deceased.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  Rev.  Mr.  Graves  occurred  in  1854,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Anna  lioyee,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts.  This  union  h.as  l>een  blessed  by 
two  children:  Henry  I),  and  Ilattie  L,,  the  latter 
being  the  wife  of  Frank  Morris,  of  Niles. 


-■i-mm-i- 


JOHN  D.  SCRIMGER,  who  is  engaged  in  a 
real-estate,  loan  and  insurance  business  in 
ISenton  Harbor,  and  who  is  passenger  ticket 
agent  for  trans- Atlantic  steamship  lines  and 
trunk  line  railroads,  is  a  man  of  the  highest  busi- 
ness capacity  and  honored  in  ail  circles  of  society. 
During  the  many  years  he  has  been  in  the  insur- 
ance business  he  has  encountered  all  classes  of  ob- 
jectors, although,  of  course,  having  to  do  with 
business  men  chiefly,  he  has  fewer  objections  to 
meet  than  those  who  operate  outside  the  business 
centere.  However,  he  is  so  thoroughly  posted  on 
all  matters  relating  to  insurance,  and  converses 
so  convincingly,  that  it  would  be  dlHicult  to  meet 
a  better  informed  man,  and  just  as  dllflcult  to 
find  a  caviler  lie  could  not  persuade  of  his  error. 
As  Mr.  Scriniger  has  for  many  years  been  a  res- 
ident of  the  city,  his  knowledge  of  realty  is  inti- 
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mate.  Hia  opinion  as  touchiiij,'  iiuy  given  pici*  of 
property,  improved  or  unimpi-ovei),  would  be  ae- 
eeptcd  as  atiout  infallible,  so  carofiilly  has  he 
studied  the  whole  field,  wliich  he  has  followed  for 
many  years.  His  methods  are  honorable  and  np- 
vighl,  and  parties  can  rest  assured  that  they  will 
be  treated  fairly  by  Lim,  wlietiier  tliey  wish  to 
buy  or  rent,  to  loan  or  to  borrow  money.  His 
standing  in  the  community  is  deservedly  higli, 
liis  uprightness  and  fair  dealing  are  proverbial, 
and  his  treatmentof  all  men  is  just  and  equitable. 

Mr.  8erimger  was  bom  April  2,  1847,  in  Eng- 
land, and  is  a  son  of  William  J.  and  Caroline 
(Slade)  Scrimger.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica about  1850,  and  the  father  engaged  as  an  agri- 
culturist, but  was  also  engaged  as  a  contractor  in 
a  lumber  and  shingle  milt.  Our  subject  kept 
books  for  his  father,  but  when  twenty -one  years 
of  age  lie  embarked  in  the  insurance  business  at 
Breedsville,  Van  Ruren  County,  and  continued 
there  until  1874.  From  there  he  went  lo  Grand 
Junction,  the  same  county,  continuing  his  former 
business,  and  from  there  went  to  Pine  Grove  Mills, 
where  ho  continued  twenty  months.  Following 
this  he  made  a  trip  through  the  Western  Statos, 
looking  around,  and  then  returned  to  his  home  in 
Grand  Junction. 

In  the  year  1888  Mr,  Scrimger  located  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor  and  opened  an  offlee.  Here  he  has 
since  remained,  and  has  proved  himself  a  success- 
ful business  man.  He  selected  his  wife  in  the 
pei-son  of  Miss  Sarah  F.  Baldwin,  a  native  of  Una- 
dilla,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  but  who  became  a 
resident  with  her  parents  of  Van  Buren  County, 
Mich.,  when  a  ciiild.  Their  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated July  2G,  1874.  Two  children  have  blessed 
this  union:  Louise  L,,  a  student  in  Benton  Har- 
bor College,  and  Evelyn,  Mrs.  Scrimger  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Norman  R.  Baldwin,  a  prominent  man  of 
Van  Buren  County.  Mr.  Scrimger  is  a  member 
of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  also 
a  member  of  the  United  Order  of  the  Golden 
Cross,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  order.  His  home  is  pleasantly  situated  at  No. 
12i>  Maple  Street,  Benton  Harbor,  where  the  fam- 
ily dispense  a  generous  hospitality  to  their  friends. 
Mr.  Scrimger  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 


tional Chui-ch,  while  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically,  he 
is  a  standi  Repubiiean. 


^I®»@l^l***- 


W^ILLIAM  PARSONS,  Supervisor  of  Milton 
Township,  and  a  well-known  fanner  of 
Cass  County,  was  bom  in  the  township 
and  county  where  he  now  resides,  the  date  of  liis 
birth  being  January  18,  1851.  His  father,  Benja- 
min Parsons,  was  born  and  reared  in  Delaware, 
and  when  about  twenty  years  old  came  West  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Cass  County.  Not  long 
after  he  located  here  he  established  domestic  lies, 
being  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Abbott, 
a  native  of  Delaware,  who  accompanied  her  par- 
ents to  Michigan  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  Her 
father,  George  Abbott,  was  a  pioneer  of  Cass 
County  and  made  his  home  here  until  his  demise. 

The  pai-ents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
Edwardsburgh,  after  which  they  located  on  a  farm 
in  Milton  Township  and  continued  to  make  their 
home  in  this  place  until  their  demise.  The  father 
was  forty-five  when  he  was  called  from  earth.  The 
mother  survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  ye.irs  and  seven 
months.  So  honorable  were  they,  so  kind,  thonght- 
ful  and  considerate,  that  then  memorj  ii  tieas- 
urcd  in  the  hearts  of  m.any  whom  they  bcftiended 
in  years  gone  by.  They  trained  their  children  to 
habits  of  usefulness  and  had  the  sitisfiction  of 
seeing  them  occupy  positions  of  inlluente  and 
trust.  The  family  consisted  of  seven  chddien,  of 
whom  all  but  one  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. Of  the  survivors,  all  with  one  exception 
make  their  home  in  Cass  County. 

The  second  child  in  the  family  is  the  subject  of 
this  notice.  He  was  reai-ed  in  Milton  Township 
and  gained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
district.  Early  trained  to  the  life  of  a  farmer 
and  the  routine  of  agriculture,  he  naturally  chose 
farming  as  his  life  vocation.  For  seventeen  yeare 
lie  owned  and  operated  a  threshing-machine,  which 
was  in  general  demand  throughout   the  eommu- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


iiity  during  tlie  season.  He  owns  ninety-two 
iici-es,  comprising  !i  portion  of  the  old  tionaestead, 
and  aa  he  is  a  man  of  push  and  energy,  he  has 
made  a  success  of  his  work,  Iwing  now  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  successful  agri- 
culturists of  liic  township. 

Wliile  not  taking  any  veiy  active  part  in  pub- 
lic affaii-s,  Mr.  Parsons  has  strong  convictions  of 
hia  own  and  advocates  with  all  the  energy  of  his 
nature  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party.  For 
two  years  he  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  township, 
and  in  1891  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Super- 
visor, representing  Milton  Township  on  the  County 
lioard.  He  lias  filled  that  position  since  his  elec- 
tion continuously  to  the  present  time  (1893),  and 
Ills  services  have  proved  eminently  satisfactory  to 
the  people  of  the  township.  He  has  occupied 
other  positions  of  trust,  including  those  of  Asses- 
sor,, Mo<lerator  and  a  number  of  school  otlices. 
Although  he  is  now  in  life's  prime,  he  has  never 
cared  to  exchange  his  happy  bachelorhood  for  the 
uncertainties  of  matrimony,  and  is  still  unmar- 
ried. He  is  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  town- 
ship, and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  the  people 
within  his  circle  of  awiuaintanceship. 


*1  MLUAM  STEWART,  a  prosperous  fruit- 
\/\j//  gi^ow'"  ^id  successful  general  agriculturist 
W^'i  of  Benton  Township,  Berrien  County, 
is  !i  native  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  is 
one  of  the  Hfth  generation  descencied  from  famous 
Scottish  ancestry,  wlio  made  their  home  in  the 
ICmerald  Isle  in  l(>90.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  Samuel  and  Jane  (Scott)  Stewart,  also  natives 
of  County  Donegal,  where  they  attained  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  and  were  married,  reared  a 
family, and  at  a  good  old  age  passed  away.  Mr. 
Stewart  sailed  for  America  m  1855,  and,  landing 
safely  upon  our  shores,  found  his  way  soon  after  to 
Benton  Township,  the  State  of  Michigan  being 
since  then  his  |jermanent  home.  He  was  the  eldest 
of  seven  children,  and,  encouraged  by  his  success, 
two    brotliei-s   afterwards   followed    him   to    the 


United  States.  Samuel  came  in  18G3,and  Edward 
journeyed  hitlier  in  186G.  One  sister,  also  seeking 
her  fortune  in  the  land  of  promise,  came  in  ISfiG, 
but  later,  in  1873,  returned  to  her  native  land. 

In  18B4,  Mr.  Stewart  purchased  liis  present 
homestead,  then  heavily  timbered.  He  bought  at 
first  eighty  acres,  which  he  brought  tt>  profitable 
cultivation  and  improved  with  excetient  and 
commodious  buildings.  He  experienced  severe 
labor  in  clearing  away  the  dense  woods,  but  has 
made  his  land  one  of  the  most  productive  fruit 
and  grain  farms  in  Berrien  County.  In  1876,  our 
subject  visited  the  Centennial  and  after  enjoying 
the  great  display  made  a  visit  to  his  old  home 
beyond  the  sea.  He  remained  in  Ireland  all 
summer,  and  during  this  time  married  Miss  Annie 
J.  Long  and  brought  her  hack  with  him  to  his 
liome  in  Michigan.  In  re-visiting  the  scenes  of  his 
youth,  Mr.  Stewart  revived  the  recollections  of  his 
childhood  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  father 
and  mother,  who  have  since  both  passed  away. 
When,  in  1855,  oiirsubjeet  arrived  in  St.  .Joseph  liis 
capital  was  reduced  very  iow,but  he  had  a  large 
reserve  stock  of  hope  and  courage  and  with  reso- 
lution sought  and  obtained  work,  step  by  step 
winning  liis  way  up  to  assured  success  and  a  com- 
fortable competence. 

The  home  farm  is  attractively  located  two  and 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  the  postolflce  and 
is  only  a  half-mile  outside  the  corporation  limits 
of  Benton  Harbor.  It  Is  one  of  tlie  most  desirable 
pieces  of  outside  property  in  Benton  Township, 
and  annually  yields  an  excellent  harvest.  He 
also  owns  seventy  acres  in  Benton  Township  besides 
his  home  farm.  Mr.  Stewart  also  has  valuable 
town  property  and  will  soon  in  all  probability  retire 
from  active  agricultural  duties.  The  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  children.  One  little  one  died 
in  infancy;  and  a  daughter,  Sarah  J.,  survives. 
The  daughter  and  her  parents  attend  the  Episcopal 
Chni-eh,  of  which  the  three  are  valued  members, 
and  all  are  prominently  associated  with  its  social 
and  benevolent  work  and  enterprises.  Politically 
Mr.  Stewart  is  a  pronounced  and  faithful  Democrat 
and  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  township  with 
great  acceptability  in  1892,  being  the  only  Demo- 
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crat  to  fill  tliiit  oflice  in  tlie  ti)wi)iihi|i  the  past 
thirty  years.  Our  subject  possesses  business  qiifllifi- 
eationsof  a  high  order  and,  financially  prospered,  is 
also  public  spirited  and  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all 
matters  of  mutual  welfare  and  local  advtinceiiiciit. 


P 


|-!i^  ere  in  coal  at  Benton  Harbor  is  Frederick 
lis  A.  Hobbs,  a  prominent  citizen  of  this  place, 
wlio  for  some  time  has  been  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade.  Although  his  introduction 
to  the  trade  began  but  recently,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  capable  men  tor  the  business,  as  his  success 
thus  far  has  proven. 

Mr.  Hobbs  wag  horn  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind,,  No- 
vember 26,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  F.  and 
Hulda  (Creal)  Hobbs,  natives  respectively  of 
Maine  and  Indiana.  The  father  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer,  but  in  connection  was  also 
engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  continuing 
the  same  all  his  active  days.  Later  in  life  he 
moved  to  Benton  Harbor,  and  there  he  resides  at 
llic  present  time,  respected  and  esteemed  by  all, 
Robinson  Hobbs,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  of  English  descent.  The  maternal 
gi-andfather,  Anthony  Creal,  was  a  native  of  the 
Empire  ^titte,  but  became  one  of  the  pioneei'S  of 
Indiana,  in  which  8tate  he  settled  in  1820. 

Tlie  boyhood  and  early  school  days  of  our  subject 
wei-e  pased  at  DeWitt.  Clinton  County,  Towa,  but 
he  afterward  attended  school  at  Davenport,  that 
Slate.  While  residing  in  DeWitt,  young  Hob(>s 
clerked  in  tlie  post-office  of  that  place  for  several 
yeare.  In  1885  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where 
he  [inrchiised  a  half-interest  in  the  Palladium,  a 
newsj>:ii)er  at  that  place,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  tliree  and  a-half  years.  During  that 
time  a  daily  newspaper  was  started,  called  tlie  Daily 
Palladium,  and  Mr,  Hobbs  sold  his  interest  to  his 

(lartner,  Mr.  Gilson,  and  retired  from  the  editorial 
cliair. 

Soon  after  this  Mr.  Hobbs  en^ged  in  the  retail 
coal  business,  later  in  the  wholesale  business,  and 


now  carries  a  heavy  stock  of  coal,  coke  and  wood. 
He  is  general  agent  of  the  Michigan  Salt  Com- 
[tany,  and  ships  that  product  to  all  [Kirts  of  Indi- 
ana. He  is  an  honorable  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness man,  who  is  thoroughly  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  Benton  Harbor,  and  whose  com- 
merce lie  is  promoting  with  zeal  and  success,  in 
1893  he  became  interested  in  the  Graham  &  Morton 
Transportation  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  Sec- 
I'etary,  and  which  is  one  of  the  substantial  institu- 
tions of  lienton  Harbor,  In  1891  Mr.  Hobbs  was 
made  Mayor  of  Benton  Harbor,  being  the  first 
Mayor  after  its  incorporation  as  a  city,  and  he 
filled  that  position  witli  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  people  for  one  term. 

Our  subject's  happy  domestic  life  began  May 
24,  1882,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie 
Stephenson,  of  DeWitt,  Iowa,  daughter  of  George 
Stephenson.  Two  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
Laura  and  Edith.  Mr.  Hobbs  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  Benton  Harbor  Building  &  Loan  Association. 
In  politics  he  adiieres  to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythi.os,  being  Past  Chancellor  of  the 
same. 


^i^^^i^SC^^ii 


SAAC  C.  SHAFFIi.  An  influential  [wsition 
among  the  agriculturists  of  Cass  County  is  oc- 
/ll  cupied  by  the  prominent  farmer  ,ind  stock- 
raiser  who  resides  upon  section  28,  La  Grange 
Township,  Mr.  Shafct  was  born  in  Union  (now 
Snyder)  County,  Pa.,  on  the  SOtli  of  November, 
1842,  and  is  the  son  of  John  H.  and  Hannah  (Car- 
vell)  Shafer.  The  paternal  grandfather,  .lolin 
Shafer,  was  born  of  German  parentage  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  where  his  en- 
tire life  was  passed  and  where  finally  his  eyes  wei'C 
closed  upon  the  scenes  of  earth.  In  religion  he 
was  a  firm  Iwlievor  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity 
and  held  membership  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Whig,  During  the  early 
wars  he  served  at  various  times,  and  always  with 
fidelity  to  the  cause  of  the  United  States. 
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John  H.  Shafff,  fatlicr  of  our  subject,  wns  one 
of  Svo  sons,  tite  otiiei-s  being  I'liilip,  Jacob,  Poter 
ant)  George.  John  II.  i-emained  at  home  until  lie 
was  twenty-one,  and  meanwhile  served  an  appren- 
liwiship  to  the  tailor's  trade  for  three  years.  He 
followed  that  trade  throughout  his  enlii'c  active 
life,  although  in  addition  thereto  he  served  for 
forty  years  as  a  local  preacher  in  the  Evansclica! 
('liiirch.  Ilia  labors  in  that  denomination  were 
done  gi-atuitcusly  and  without  expectation  of  any 
reward  or  eonit>enstition  other  than  the  knowledge 
of  good  accomplished.  While  his  age  prevented 
hiin  from  entering  actively  the  service  of  the 
Union  during  the  late  war,  yet  he  sent  three  sons 
to  the  front,  and  knew  no  greater  pleasure  than 
to  aid  in  every  way  possible  the  cause  of  the  Old 
Flag.  Politically,  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and  after 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  be- 
came identilied  with  its  active  workei-s.  His  en- 
tire life  was  [jassed  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
owned  three  small  tracts  of  land  and  carried  on 
iigricH Itiiral  o|>ei-ations  with  success.  His  death 
occurred  in  tS78,  and  resulted  from  pleurisy.  It 
was  very  sudden,  as  he  had  preached  only  n  few 
days  before  he  was  called  from  eftrth.  Ills  widow 
survived  liun  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  children, 
as  follows;  Henry;  Mary,  Mra.  Henry  ilousewerth; 
Itcnjainin,  who  enlisted  during  the  late  war  as  a 
member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy -second 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  was  Second  Lieutenant 
of  Company  A;  Isaac  C,  our  subject,  who  served  in 
the  same  regiment  during  the  Civil  War;  James, 
also  a  soldier  in  the  Uuion  service;  and  Minerva. 
In  his  youth  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  and  was  employed  on  railroad -bridge 
work  for  eight  years.  Later  he  engaged  in  boat- 
ing, and  was  thus  occupied  at  intervals  for  fifteen 
seasons.  On  coming  to  Michigan  in  1878,  he  lo- 
cated in  IJerrien  County,  wliere  he  rented  land  and 
followed  his  trade  for  two  years.  Later  he  em- 
harked  in  farming  pursuits  and  was  engaged  in 
that  way  for  some  time  in  Cass  County,  In  1882 
he  came  to  Cass  County,  and  has  conducted  farm- 
ing operations  here  ever  since  his  location  in  the 
coun  ty. 

In  Pennsylvania,  October  21,   IS62,  Mr.  Shafer 


mariicd  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna 
Kife,  who  was  horn  in  Manheim,  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  at  the  age  of  seven  yeara.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  two  of  whom 
died  young.  The  others  are:  Mary,  Mi's.  I^ander 
Miller,  deceased;  Anna  L.,  Mrs,  John  Morris; 
John  W.,  Carrie,  M.  Luther,  Thomas  M,  and  Min- 
nie. In  his  social  affiliations,  Mr.  Shafer  was  at 
one  time  actively  connected  with  the  Indetwndent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
at  Cassopolis.  He  has  given  his  children  good 
educational  advantiges,  and  has  aided  them  so  far 
as  possible  in  becoming  good  and  useful  citizens 
in  their  several  cofhmunities. 


YLVAIJOR  T.  READ,  a  leading  business 
id  prosperous  merchant  of  Cassopolis, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  was  born  in  Tom|ikins 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  12,  1822.  His 
parents,  Titus  R.  and  Esther  (Watkins)  lie.id,  were 
both  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Reared  and  edu- 
cated in  their  early  home,  they  later  journeyed  to 
New  York  State,  where  they  remained  for  some 
time,  finally  settling  in  Erie  County,  Pa.  In  18^3, 
they  came  to  Michigan  with  their  family  of  four 
children,  and  made  this  State  their  permanent 
abiding-place,  being  numbered  among  the  pio- 
neer settlers  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  oursubject,  Nathan  Watkins, 
wasoneof  the  Revolutionary  heraes, and  left  to  his 
descendants  an  enviable  record  of  patriotic  service, 
gallant  courage  and  endurance.  Grandfatiier 
Watkins  was  but  nineteen  years  of  age  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and  for 
three  years  the  brave  lad  served  among  the  perilous 
scenes  which  daily  surrounded  him.  When  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  began  in  earnest  he  joined 
the  American  forces,  being  given  a  commission  by 
Congi'ess  as  Captain  of  a  company  under  Gen. 
Gates. 

Capt.  Watkins  spent  the  ten   years  and   a-half 
of  the  determined  struggle  for  independence  upon 
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tlie  field,  and  was  a  mcmbei'  of  tlie  sUff  of  Gen. 
WastiingtOD  at  the  time  the  British  General,  Corn- 
wailis,  auri-endei-ed  at  Yorktown.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  Capt.  Watkins  signed  a  receipt  in  full 
for  tlie  entire  term  of  his  service  to  the  Govern- 
ment, without  receiving  one  dollar  of  compensa- 
tion. Later,  when  offered  a  land-warrant,  he  sent 
it  back  to  Congress,  saying  that  the  country  did 
not  owe  him  a  cent.  So  strongly  diti  this  patriotic 
gentleman  and  Christian  soldier  fee!  upon  the  sub- 
ject, that  he  added  a  codicil  to  his  will,  enjoining 
his  heirs  from  accepting  the  same.  The  commis- 
sion of  this  true  and  earnest  patriot  as  Captain 
from  Congress,  bearing  date  July  5,  1775j  and 
signed  by  John  Hancock  as  President,  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Read  and  is  a  most  valued 
souvenir  of  an  ancestor  whose  choicest  bequest  to 
his  descendants  is  the  memory  of  his  loyal  patriot- 
ism and  high  sense  of  honor. 

Titus  R.  Rea<l,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  upon  the  bat- 
tle-field of  Queenstown  distinguished  himself  for 
bravery  and  gallant  bearing,  receiving  a  very 
severe  wound  in  the  ankle.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Robert  Read,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
hut  his  good  wife  was  born  in  France.  Her  father 
came  to  America  wi  th  the  French  army  and  was 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  family.  Our  subject 
received  his  earl 3'  education  in  the  schools  of  New 
York  State,  but  was  only  nine  years  of  age  when 
with  his  parents  he  emigrated  to  the  frontier  scenes 
of  Michigan.  He  grew  up  manly  and  self-reliant, 
and,  having  just  attained  his  majority,  was  upon 
October  14,  1843,  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Rhoda  Ann  Hayden,  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Read  was  a  daughter  of  Noah  P.  and  Ruth 
Hayden.  The  Haydens  were  old-time  residents  of 
('unnectieut  and  were  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected. Children  brightened  with  their  cheery  pres- 
ence the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Read,  three  daugh- 
ters now  surviving.  Tlie  eldest,  Helen  R.,  is  Mrs. 
Mcllvaine,  of  North  Dakota;  Ophelia  A.  is  Mrs.  O. 
Phelps,  of  Cassopolis;  Sarah  N.  is  the  wife  of  II. 
D.  Smith,  of  Cassopolis.  The  family  of  our  subject 
are  in  religious  belief  Presbyterians,  and  for  many 
years  Mr.  Read  has  been  a  valued  member  and  ac- 
tive worker  of  that  denomination.     He  is  much  in- 


terested in  the  erection  of  the  new  structure  now 
being  built  by  that  religious  society. 

In  political  affiliation  our  subject  is  a  stalwart 
Etepublican,  and  although  willing  to  aid  the  jiarty 
with  his  most  earnest  efforts  has  no  desire  for  oltice 
and  has  repeatedly  refused  nominations  to  posi- 
tions of  trust,  when,  if  he  had  accepted,  there 
was  an  almost  certainty  of  his  election.  In 
1855.  Mr.  Read  engiigcd  in  business  as  a  merchant 
in  Cassopolis  and  in  tlie  varying  changes  of  the  past 
thirty-eight  years  has  continued  the  even  tenor  of 
his  daily  life  and  is  yet  profitably  handling  dry 
goods.  Prospered  financially,  he  hag  boon  a  Direc- 
tor of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Cassopolis  ever 
since  it  was  established,  twenty-two  years  ago.  For 
two  years  our  subject  was  Vice-President  of  the 
bank  and  is  now  its  President.  Over  three-score 
years  have  passed  since  Sylvador  R«ad  came  a  lit- 
tle lad  to  Michigan,  and  in  this  long  iicriod  of  time, 
sharing  in  the  changes  and  i-apid  development  of 
the  Ktat«,  he  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  won- 
derful progress  of  the  last  half-century.  A  man 
of  sterling  integrity  of  character  and  excellent 
business  attainments,  he  is  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  who  have  ably  assisted  in  transforming  the 
once  unbroken  wildeness  intocnltivatod  fieldsond 
smiling  villages. 


^ILLIAM    H.  SHANAFKLT,   a    prosperous 

agriculturist  residing  on  section  24,  La- 
Grange  Township,  is  well  known  through- 
out C.iss  County  as  one  of  its  enterprising  citizens, 
energetic  business  men  and  efllciont  farmers.  A 
n.itive  of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  he  was  born  on 
the  day  before  Christmas,  1824.  He  is  of  German 
descent,  and  his  paternal  grandfather,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  was  killed  while  in  active 
service.  The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Shana- 
felt,  was  one  of  eight  childi-en,  all  of  whom  were 
bound  out,  the  boys  to  learn  trades. 

After  having  served    an    apprenticeship    of  sis. 
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years  to  the  trade  of  a  potior,  William  Slinnafcit 
went  to  I'ickawny  County,  Ohio,  when  eighteen 
years  of  age,  ami  there  continued  hia  trade  and 
.iImo  followed  farming  in  eonnection  therewith, 
lie  remained  thus  oct'U|iicd  iintil  Lis  death.  While 
residing  in  I'ickaway  County  Ue  married  Elizal>eth 
Itrieue  and  i;i  ]835,  aecompanied  by  hia  family 
and  all  his  eiLi'thly  effects  packed  on  wagons  drawn 
by  oxen,  he  made  the  tedious  trip  to  Cassopolis, 
Blich.  He  had  but  a  few  liundred  dollars,  and 
this  amount  he  invested  in  the  pui'clinse  of  one 
liundred  and  sixty  acres  where  a  part  of  Cassop- 
olis  now  stinds.  The  land  was  at  that  time  cov- 
ered with  heavy  timber  and  few  roads  liad  been 
opened  in  tlie  county.  Tlirough  arduous  exer- 
tions and  unflagging  industry,  this  wortiiy  pio- 
neer succeeded  in  bringing  the  land  to  a  good  state 
of  cultivation,  and  acquired  a  competency.  He 
passed  away  mourned  by  a  liost  o(  warm  fiei-sonal 
friends.     His    widow   survived    !iim  a  number    of 

A  lad  of  about  eleven  years  when  ho  came  to 
Michigan,  our  subject  grew  to  manhood  amid  tlie 
primeval  scenes  of  this  then  undevelo|>ed  county. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  in  1847,  he  married 
Miss  Susan,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Itarr) 
lileaclier,  all  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Soon  afterward  he  received  $500  from 
his  father,  with  which  he  purchased  eighty  acres, 
and  to  tliat  property  he  .added  from  time  to  time 
until  liis  landed  possessions  i-eaclied  an  aggregate 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  all  lying  in  one 
Iwdy.  yociaiiy  he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fi-aternity,  having  heen  identified  witli  it  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  and  lieing  now  a  Master 
Mason.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Kpiseopal  Church  and 
liberal  contributors  to  its  support.  In  his  polit- 
ical atllliations,  he  is  a  warm  advoeale  of  the  prin- 
ciples enunciated  by  the  Republican  irarty  and 
always  gives  his  l»allot  to  the  support  of  the  can- 
didates of  tlie  party  of  his  choice.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as 
follows:  Cliarles  H.,  deceased;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
John  Woicott;  William,  who  married  Josephine 
Williams;  Daniel,  deceased;  Josic,  Mrs.  Merwiji; 
Eddie,  who  married  Miss  Carrie  Hawk:  and  Jennie, 


deceased.  The  social  position  occupied  by  this 
family  is  one  of  consideralile  prominence  in  the 
community  and  tliey  are  highly  regarded  wher- 
ever known. 


IT^^ANIEL  WEBER.  Among  the  young  men 
(I  ]))  of  lierrien  County  whose  names  are  des- 
^JJt*^  tincd  to  attain  piominenee  in  professional 
and  political  circles,  conspicuous  mention 
belongs  to  Mr.  Weber,  who  is  a  well-known  attor- 
ney-at-law,  residing  in  Benton  Ilarbor,  From  his 
German  ancestors  he  has  inherited  a  fine  phy- 
sical constitution,  capable  of  long-continued  ef- 
fort and  endurance,  as  well  as  the  (pialities  of  in- 
dustry, uprightness  and  enterprise,  wiiich  liave 
contributed  so  lorgely  to  t!ie  success  he  has  already 


Some  mention  of  the  father  of  Mr.  Weber  will 
be  of  interest  to  our  leaders.  Charles  B.  Weber 
was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  and  tliere  received 
an  excellent  common-school  education.  In  1840, 
he  emigrated  from  that  country  to  the  United 
Stales  and,  coming  to  Michigan,  settled  in  llain- 
bridge  Township,  Berrien  County.  Purelinsing 
some  land  that  was  located  in  the  midst  of  tlie 
forest,  he  at  once  commenced  tlie  work  of  clear- 
ing tlie  place  and  developing  it  into  a  tlrst-class 
farm.  Gradually  from  the  wilderness  he  evolved 
a  splendidly  cultivated  estate,  eml>e!lished  with 
substantial  buildings  adapted  to  their  varied  pur- 
poses, and  bearing  in  season  large  crops  of  golden 
grain.  On  the  place  which  he  had  improved  he 
passed  his  closing  years  and  there  his  death  occur- 
red on  the  25th  of  November,  1882.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Magdalene  8clinel>er,  is 
also  a  native  of  Germany  and  resides  in  Berrien 
County  on  the  old  homestead.  This  worthy  couple 
enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the  people  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  as  hard-working  pioneei's  were  known 
and  honored  for  miles  around.  The  father  took 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was  an  ad- 
vocate  of  Democratic  principles. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  on  hia 
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father's  favm  in  Berrien  County, and  in  the  scLools 
of  Dainbridge  Townshiji  lie  acquired  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education.  Later  lie  entered  Valpar- 
aiso College,  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  took  the  com- 
plete business  course  in  that  institution,  also  de- 
voting considerable  attention  to  the  study  of  tbe 
classics.  In  1889,  he  entered  tlie  State  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  there  prose- 
cuted bis  studies  for  three  years  in  tbe  law  de- 
partment, graduating  in  1892.  During  April  of 
the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  tbe 
liar  of  the  State  and  immediately  opened  an  oiUce 
in  Itenton  Harbor,  where  be  has  since  conducted  a 
general  practice, 

Mr.  Weber  li.as  made  a  careful  study  of  tbe  polit- 
ical issues  of  the  day,  and  lias  fomicd  the  opin- 
ion, after  cnreful  investigation  and  thought,  that 
free  trade  as  a  national  policy  would  materially 
promote  the  general  welfare  of  our  country.  He 
therefore  gives  his  inllucnce  in  favor  of  Demo- 
cratic principles  and  candidates.  In  tbe  fall  of  1892, 
he  was  nominated  on  the  regular  ticket  of  that 
p.arty  for  the  ollicc  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner, 
and  although  he  was  defeated,  yet  he  received  tbe 
second  largest  number  of  votes  cast  for  any  Dem- 
ocratic candidate,  a  fact  which  proved  his  popular- 
ity with  the  people. 


..^Ni^^-^--^ 


[[OUN  HUFF.  A  close  observer  in  studying 
the  history  of  tbe  advancement  and  devcl- 
^si^jl  opment  of  the  State  of  Michigan  will  find 
l^gf"  golden  threads  running  through  the  web 
and  woof  of  events  of  tbe  past  years.  These  are 
indicative  of  the  lives  of  those  men  whose  active 
career  and  untiring  energy  have  made  her  first 
among  the  States  and  given  ber  a  conspicnous  place 
among  the  agricultural  regions  of  tbe  globe.  A 
true  representative  of  such  men  is  found  in  one 
whose  career  inspires  this  brief  notice. 

.)ohn  Huff,  who  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
substantial  agriculturists  of  Cass  County,  Mich., 
is  a  product  of  the  Huckeye  State,  born  in  Spring- 
field  on  the  3d  of  August,  1833.     He   has  inher- 


itcd  all  the  thrift  and  energy  of  his  Teutonic  an- 
cestoi-s,  and  in  every  walk  of  life  his  career  has 
been  upright  and  iionorable.  His  parents,  Amos 
and  Margaret  (Case)  Huff,  were  natives  of  New 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  The  moth- 
er's birth  occuri-ed  in  1800,  she  being  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  Case.  Mr.  and  Mis,  Huff  were  mar- 
ried in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  wliitber  tbey  bad 
moved  at  an  early  date,  but  subsequently  moved 
to  Springfield,  that  State.  The  father  came  t<» 
Michigan  in  1833,  purchased  land  in  Volinia 
Township,  Cass  County,  on  section  17,  and  tbe 
next  year  moved  his  family  here.  This  county 
was  a  wilderness  at  that  time,  and  the  same  year 
the  township  was  organized. 

Altbuugb  sparsely  settled  then,  the  township 
soon  began  to  grow  in  population,  new  settlers 
poured  in,  bouses  were  erected  and  pioneer  days 
were  over.  Mr.  Huff  took  an  active  part  in  pro- 
moting tbe  interests  of  the  county  and  township, 
and  became  one  of  the  foremost  tillers  of  the  soil. 
He  built  one  of  the  first  frame  houses  here.  For  a 
number  of  years  be  was  Township  Treasurer,  He 
and  his  worthy  companion,  who  had  supported 
him  in  all  his  enterprises,  passed  away  to  the  silent 
majority  in  the  year  1881.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living: 
James  A.,  John,  Newton,  Sarah  J.,  Jay  and  Clark. 
Mr.  Huff  took  an  active  interest  in  religious  mat- 
ters and  w.as  one  of  tbe  prominent  pillars  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  memlwr. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  but  an  infant 
when  brought  to  Michigan  by  his  parents,  and 
amid  the  rude  surroundings  of  pioneer  life  he 
grew  to  mature  years.  As  might  naturally  be  sup- 
posed, his  educational  facilities  were  not  of  the 
best  at  that  early  day,  but  he  improved  every 
sliining  moment  and  fitted  himself  for  teaching. 
When  twenty  years  of  age  he  started  out  as  an 
educator  in  his  home  district,  and  bis  experieniMi 
lasted  for  about  twelve  terms,  all  but  one  term  in 
that  county. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1872,  Mr.  Huff  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  J.  Wright,  daughter  of 
.Tames  M.  and  Sarah  (Gritfls)  Wright,  both  natives 
of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Huff's  uncle  was  the  first  one  mar- 
ried by  old  Squire  Fcrrel  and  her  parents  the  last 
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couple  lie  maiiied.  Following  his  maniagc  Mr. 
Wriglil  locateil  in  VioliniaTown.lilp,  and  there  lie 
and°iis  wonlLy  wife  reside  at  tlie  present  time. 
They  ai-e  the  parent*  of  live  ehlldren,  oil  of  whom 
are  living.  Mre.  HaB  was  born  January  24,  1847, 
in  this  township,  and  supplemented  a  eommon- 
«,l,ool  cdueation  received  in  the  s.ame  by  a  course 
In  Dowaglac  College.  After  this  she  langhtschool 
for  five  terms  and  met  with  fair  success. 

After  morri«Be  our  subject  settled  on  his  present 
farm  and  has  made  his  homo  here  ever  since,  lie 
has  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land, 
one  hundred  and  sixty-live  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion.and  has  cleared  the  most  of  it  himself.  Three 
children  blesicd  his  union,  two  of  whom  are 
living.  Amy  and  Otis.  His  children  have  all  had 
good  educational  advantages  and  are  bright  and 
quick  at  their  books.  He  lias  bci  n  a  membi  i  of 
the  school  board  for  yean  and  is  i  mcmbii  of  the 
Farmeni'  Club,  of  which  he  lias  been  Vice  Piesidont. 
A  member  of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  SMiety  of 
which  be  lias  been  Secretory  foi  yeai-s  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Lyceum,  of  which  he  has  hem  Pus 
idcnt  nnd  Se<;retary,  and  in  which  be  tikes  an 
active  part. 

Mr.  Huff  has  ever  been  active  m  politicw  and 
lias  been  a  stanch  Republican  since  the  organi 
zation  of  that  party.  For  ten  tears  he  has  been 
School  Inspectrn'  of  Vollnia  lownsbip  and  foi 
tour  yeara  Township  Troasurei  He  was  elccled 
Supervisor  in  1868  and  held  that  position  contin 
uonsly  for  fifteen  yeara.  He  was  again  ilecUd  to 
that  position  in  1878,and  has  done  .  vast  amount 
of  township  work  in  his  time.  In  1882  ho  built 
his  fine  residence  at  a  cost  of  »2  .00  and  he  is 
still  engaged  in  conducting  his  laige  farm 


If^OBKRT  C.  SLOAN,  the  present  Clork  of 
%F  Cass  County,  baa  boon  a  resident  of  Mleh- 
in  igan  from  his  early  childhood,  and  was  for 
^^  a  score  of  .yeare  a  successful  merchant  of 
.lonos,  this  county.  He  has  also  occupied  with 
fidelity  the   position  of   Postmaster  for  the  past 

n 


twenty  years,  with  the  oxeoption  of  the  period  of 
Clovoland's  first  administration.  Mr.  Sloan  was 
born  in  the  town  of  .lunius,  Seneeo  County,  N.  Y., 
May  7,  1842,  and  was  but  a  child  four  years  of 
age  when  he  removcd'witb  his  patents,  Ralph  and 
Olivo  (Puffer)  .Sloan,  to  St  Joseph  County,  Mich. 
The  lather  and  mother  had  for  some  time  previ- 
ously made  their  liomo  In  tlio  Empire  State,  but 
Ralph  Sloan  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
was  born  in  Springfield  County.  His  paternal 
mandfathcr,  Robert  Sloan,  in  whose  honor  our 
subject  was  named,  was  also  a  Ncw-Englandcr  by 
birth  and  from  his  infancy  passed  his  useful  life 
in  the  old  Bay  State.  The  malornal  grandfather, 
Solomon  Puffer,  was  reared  and  eduoitod  in  the 
Empire  Stite  and  within  tho  boundaries  of  New 
York  made  a  homo  for  his  family,  settling  perma- 
nently in  the  city  of  Oswogo. 

001  subject  was  reared  uiion  tlio  family  homo- 
stead  and  attended  tho  district  schools  of  St.  Jo- 
soph  County,  Mich.  When  twenty-four  years  of 
age  he  embarked  in  business  tor  himself,  hand, 
bng  dry  goods  In  his  home  locality.  Ambitious 
and  eneigetic,  he  was  successful  and  steadily  year 
nft«i  tear  his  business  increased;  since  early  in 
the  70s  ho  has  been  mainly  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pmsuit«.  For  about  a  iierlod  of  ten  years  he 
satisfactorily  discharged  tho  duties  of  Station 
Agent  and  lias  passed  a  busy  life,  bringing  him 
into  contact  and  close  aequaintaiice  with  tho  peo- 
ple of  Cass  Countv.  Upon  September  13,  1867, 
Ml  Sloan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
B(  stock,  of  Mottville,  Mich.  Mrs.  Sloan  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Bos- 
tock  both  natives  of  tho  Queen's  dominions  and 
born  in  England.  The  estimable  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject diod  in  18S)S,  leaving  her  family,  husband  and 
two  cbildien,  to  mourn  her  irreparable  losa.  The 
eldest  daughter.  Pearl  B.,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Bhiek,  a  prominent  resident  of  Jones.  Cora  Belle 
is  now  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Bowen. 

Actively  interested  in  both  local  and  national 
issues,  Mr.  Sloan  has  held  with  fidelity  various 
official  positions  of  trust.  As  Township  Treasurer 
of  Newburg  he  managed  the  public  fund  with  ex- 
ecutive ability  and  excellent  judgment  and  lor  a 
number  of  terms  retained  the  responsible  office. 
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He  has  also  been  Justiee  of  tbo  Peace  and  impar- 
tially administered  the  law  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  evidence  presented.  Thoroughly  de- 
voted to  the  l>est  interests  of  his  home  locality,  he 
has  been  a  strong  friend  to  educational  advance- 
ment and  was  long  the  Treasurer  of  the  School 
Itoard.  In  November.  1892,  he  was  elected 
County  Clerk  by  n  liandsome  majority,  which  evi- 
denced the  confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen  and 
tlie  popularity  of  our  subject,  Mr.  Sloan  is  a  val- 
ued member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Ma- 
sons and  is  eonneet«d  with  Vandalia  Lodge  No. 
2110;  he  also  affiliates  with  the  order  at  White 
Pigeon.  A  liberal-spirited  man,  ever  ready  to  aid 
in  all  matters  of  public  welfare,  our  subject  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  social  and  busi- 
ness events  of  Cass  County,  and  passing  his  life 
among  the  acquaintance  of  more  than  forty  years 
enjoys  the  hearty  best  wislies  of  a  host  of  sincere 
friends. 


OW.  ItALLARD.  Material  wealth  must  not 
exclude  the  viches  of  character  and  ability 
in  our  recountal  of  the  values  whicli  have 
been  brought  to  this  country  by  its  citizens;  and 
among  its  most  precious  treasures  must  be  esti- 
mated the  lives  of  those  citizens  who  have  hy 
their  intelligence  and  their  eminence  in  tlie  higher 
walks  of  life  assisted  in  raising  the  standard  of 
life  and  Ihouglit  among  us.  No  one  has  probably 
done  more  in  this  line  than  be  of  wliom  we  write. 
0.  W.  Itallard,  one  of  the  reputable  men  of  Ber- 
rien County,  like  other  prominent  men  of  the 
place,  is  a  native  of  tlie  Km|iire  State,  horn  in 
Madison  County  December  21,  1833,  and  is  now 
residing  on  a  fine  farm  on  section  34.  Niles  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County,  Mich. 

His  father,  Jeremiah  Ballard,  was  also  a  native 
of  Madison  County.  N.  Y.,  born  May  5,  1«()1,  and 
was  there  reared  to  mature  years.  All  his  life  was 
passed  in  tilling  the  soil,  at  which  he  was  fairly 
successful.  His  father,  Daniel  Ballard,  was  born 
3nd  reared  in  the  Old   Hay  State   and    was  also  a 


farmer  by  occupation,  hut  in  addition  also  ran  a 
sawmill.  He  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  it  is 
supposed  that  he  was  a  private.  Jeremiah  Bal- 
lard, the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  or  his 
brother  was  appointed  Captain  of  the  militia  by 
William  Sherley,  and  later  Captain,  General  and 
General-in-Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  prov- 
ince of  Massachusetts  Hay  in  New  England,  in  the 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty,  King 
George  II.     This  was  in  1734. 

Clara  Huston  was  the  maiden  name  of  our  sub- 
ject's mother.  She  was  born  in  Madison  County. 
N.  Y.,  August  31,  1800,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  Huston,  who  was  born  in  one  of  the 
New  England  States  and  was  of  English  descent. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  their 
native  county,  but  in  1852  they  came  to  Benien 
Count3',  Mich.,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  the  father  dying  June  24,  18tl0,  when 
in  his  ninetieth  year,  and  the  mother  December 
13,  1873,  when  in  her  seventy-third  year.  The 
fatlicr  was  a  Uepublican  in  his  political  views  and 
was  Sui^ervisor  of  his  township  for  many  years. 
He  was  well  and  favor.ably  known  iu  his  county. 
In  his  religious  Ijcliet  he  was  a  Universalist. 

Four  children  were  born  to  this  most  estimable 
couple,  thife  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.:  Thomas 
S.,  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1825, 
died  August  26,  1861;  Milton  M.,  also  a  native  of 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  born  April  3,  1827,  died 
December  21,  1871;  Cornelia  M.,  horn  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  27,  1829.  is  the  wife  of 
David  H.  Freed,  of  Niles,  Midi,;  and  0.  W.  is 
the  youngest  child.  Tbe  latter,  who  is  the  ori- 
ginal of  this  notice,  is  of  English -Danish  descent. 
He  remained  in  his  native  county  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  received  his  schooling, after  the 
manner  of  the  average  farmer  boy,  in  tlie  district 
school.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Micliigan  in 
1852,  and  remaiued  with  them  until  their  deatlis. 

As  his  ancestors  before  him  had  been  farmers 
for  many  generations  back,  he  naturally  liad  a  lik- 
ing for  thai  pursuit,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
parents  he  carried  on  the  farm.  He  now  owns  a 
half-interest  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and 
in  connection  with  farming  is  raising  a  good  grade 
of  stock.     In   his   political   views  he    was  at  on^ 
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time  a  Rupiibliciin,  easting  his  liist  Presidential 
vote  for  Fremont.  His  last  Presidential  vote 
was  east  for  Hidwell,  tiie  I'rohitiition  candidate. 
Mr.  Ballavd  is  a  strong  and  vigorous  man  ptiysi- 
ealiy,  lias  never  \isod  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  is 
strictly  tcm|jerat«  in  his  habits.  He  is  a  member 
of  tlie  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  single  man. 


=1^- 


>)ILL1AM  li.  HAVDEN,  an  energetic  busi- 
es man  and  prosperous  hardware  dealer 
located  in  Cassopo lis,  Cass  County,  Midi., 
is  a  native  of  the  State  and  county  where  he  now 
resides,  and  was  born  in  Calvin  Township  August 
10,1850.  His  parents  were  Joseph  G.  and  Han- 
nah (Lincoln)  Hayden,  early  and  highly  respected 
settlci's  of  Cass  County.  The  father  was  born  in 
Chautam]ua  County,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  in  the 
home  of  his  childliood  until  he  had  attained  to 
maturity,  but  was  a  young  man  full  of  hope  and 
enterprise  when  he  journeyed  to  the  farther  West 
and  located  m  Michigan.  He  followed  the  avo- 
cation of  farming  liis  entire  lifetime,  and  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
when  he  passed  away  in  the  full  strength  of  mid- 
dle life,  aged  thirty-live  years.  The  ancestors  of 
the  motlier,  Hannah  (Lincoln)  Hayden,  were  Ohio 
people  and  in  the  Buckeye  State  she  received  hei- 
youtiiful  education  and  training. 

The  home  of  the  parents  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  thi-ee  daugh- 
ters. The  sons  were,  our  subject,  William  B., 
James  G.  and  George  W.  Hayden.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Adalaide,  is  now  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Parker,  of  Calvin  Township.  Mattic  married 
Jacob  Keene,  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.;  and  Esther  is 
deceased.  William  B.  remained  at  home  until  he 
arrived  at  his  majoi'ity,  when  he  went  to  Eedfleld, 
and  at  once  obtained  employment  in  the  Redfleld 
tlouring-mill.  He  continued  in  the  same  occupa- 
tion tor  two  and  a-half  years  and  then  went  to 
Waukegan,  III.  In  this  latter  city  he  learned  the 
miller's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years   to   the   business,     His   services   were   next 


given  to  the  Elkhart  Flouring  Company,  hut  it 
was  not  long  before  our  subject  returned  again  to 
the  mill  at  Redfleld,  the  scene  of  his  first  business 
experience. 

Two  years  later  the  owner  of  the  mill  died,  and 
Mr.  Hayden,  fully  qualified  by  practical  exper- 
ience, succeeded  his  former  employer.  He  was 
more  than  usually  successful  in  the  milling  bus- 
iness and  continued  to  conduct  the  same  until 
January,  ISS.").  At  the  latter  date  he  permanently 
moved  with  his  family  to  Cassopolis  and  pur- 
chased a  half-interest  in  the  general  hardware 
store  of  D.  L.  French.  The  business,  established 
by  Mr.  French  fully  thirty  years  ago,  is  planted 
upon  a  substantial  foundation  and  rapidly  extend- 
ing its  present  limits.  Our  subject  has  entered 
into  the  handling  of  hardware  with  the  same  am- 
bitious determination  and  enterprise  which  have 
characterized  his  previous  nndertakings.  He  has, 
as  heretofore,  been  prospered  and  the  outlook  for 
the  future  is  most  encouraging. 

Mr.  Hayden  was  united  in  marriage  April  13, 
1879,  to  Miss  TiUie  J.  Fulton,  a  lady  born  and 
educated  in  Waukegan,  III.  Her  parents,  well- 
known  residents  of  Waukegan,  were  William  and 
Lizzie  (Jenkins)  F\ilton.  Our  subject  and  his  es- 
timable wife  have  four  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  and  their  only  son,  is  Joseph  F.,  named  in 
lionor  of  his  paternal  grandfather.  Belle,  Stella 
and  Bernice  are  the  daughters.  From  his  infancy 
associated  with  the  growth  and  progress  of  his 
native  State,  Mr.  Hayden  enjoys  a  wide  acquaint- 
ance in  Cass  County,  and  possesses  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  a  large  cirele  of  friends. 


\!^ANIEL    8TANARD.       This    well-known 
I  Jl  citizen  of    Cass    County,    who  is  promi- 
j»Jj^    neiitly  identified  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Porter  Township,  was  born  in 
Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1828.     He  is 
the  nest  to  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  ten  children 
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born  to  Ezra  D.  and  Siirali  (Cargal)  Stanard,  Ilis 
father  was  bom  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1804,  and  was  tlie  son  of  an  Irishman, 
who  emigi-ated  to  the  United  States  with  his  |wir- 
ents  and  settled  in  New  York  State,  wliere  he  fol- 
lowed farming  oceupations  and  remained  until 
called  hence.  Fvt  seven  years  he  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a 
family  of  ten  children. 

Aside  from  the  few  fads  mentioned  above,  hut 
little  information  can  be  had  concerning  the  early 
history  of  the  Stanard  family  in  America.  The 
father  and  motlier  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
New  York  State  September  12,  18-25.  The  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sai'ah  Cargal,  was  born  in 
New  York  Mai-ch  25,  1808,  being  one  of  a  large 
numl}cr  of  ciiildren  born  to  Daniel  Cargal  and  his 
good  wife  The  following  is  recorded  concerninj; 
the  brothens  and  sisters  of  our  subject:  Uriah  was 
born  June  24,  1826,  nnd  came  to  Michigan  in 
1844,  dying  in  this  State  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
yeai-s.  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  September  2,  1830, 
married  A.  It.  Wctherbee,  became  the  motlier  of 
one  child  and  passed  away  in  Newburg  Township. 
Cass  County,  August  27,  1851.  Marinda,  who  was 
born  January  20,  1832,  married  A.  B.  Wctherbee 
after  the  death  of  lier  sister  Elizabeth,  and  they 
now  reside  in  Newburg  Township.  Dorcas  Jane, 
who  was  born  June  3,  1835,  married  Samuel  Kng- 
iiiig,  and  lives  at  Dowftgiau,  Cass  County;  tbey 
have  but  one  child  living.  Norton  M.,  whose 
birth  occurred  on  the  2d  of  September,  1837,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and  |>artlcipated  in 
many  of  tlie  most  desperate  engagements  during 
his  throe  years'  service.  He  married  Kva  Wriglit, 
and  removed  to  Nebraska,  wlierc  in  the  winter  of 
1892  he  was  killed  by  liis  elotliing  getting  caught 
in  the  machinery  of  a  corn-slieller  that  lie  was 
running.  His  widow  and  five  children  still  reside 
in  Nebraska.  Francis  M.,  who  was  born  November 
20,  1839,  died  in  Porter  Township  November  20, 
1874,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  childi-en.  Lydia, 
wlio  was  bora  June  25,  1842,  married  Andrew 
Call,  a  farmer  In  Newburg  Township,  and  died  a 
year  after  hev  marriage.  Mary  was  born  Septem- 
ber 16,  1844,  and  died  August  18,  1863.  Nathan 
(}.,  who  was  horn  August  21,  1847,  married  Lora 


Beardsley,  and  resides  in  Mason  Township,  Csiss 
County.     He  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war. 

When  the  family  came  to  Michigan, about  1841, 
our  subject  accompanied  them  and  settled  with  liis 
parents  in  Porter  Township,  where  his  father  died 
January  18,  1864.  His  mother,  who  is  still  living, 
is  bright  and  active  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
live  years.  Daniel  lielpod  his  fatlier  to  clear  up  a 
farm  in  the  wilderness  of  Michigan  and  did  con- 
siderable pioneer  work.  June  18,  1854,  lie  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucindu  Glass,  who  was  born  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  September  20,  1837.  Slio  is  a 
daughter  of  William  Glass,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  came  to  Michigan  in  1846.  Directly 
after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stanard  came  to  the  place 
whore  he  has  since  lived.  At  the  time  he  pur- 
chased the  place  it  was  an  unbroken  forest  and 
with  his  own  hands  be  cleared  one  liuiidi'ed  nnd 
fifty  acres  of  the  heavily  timliered  land,  aside  from 
assisting  in  the  clearing  of  his  father's  farm. 

We  note  the  following  concerning  the  cliildieu 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Stanard:  Emory  Eldoi.-is, 
who  was  born  May  26, 1855,  married  Delia  Ihooks. 
by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  live  children. 
He  was  for  some  time  proprietor  of  a  meat-market 
at  Three  Uivers,  this  State,  and  died  August  13, 
1887.  Sarah  T.,  whose  birth  occurred  Septemlitr 
1,  1857,  married  Edward  Trattles,  a  farmer  in 
Porter  Township,  and  they  have  five  children. 
James  LeUoy,  whose  birth  occurred  Sepleniber  8, 
1859,  married,  but  liis  wife  died,  leaving  no  chil- 
dren, lilanclie,  who  was  !)Oi-n  July  17,  1861,  mar- 
ried Stephen  McCain,  and  lives  at  Three  Rivers, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming;  they  have  two 
children.  Lydia,  who  was  born  August  6,  1863, 
married  Amos  Caldwell,  a  merchant  at  Constan- 
tine,  this  State,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  William  Loren,  whose  birth  occurred 
May  21,  1866,  married  Minta  Wagar,  whose  fattier, 
Stephen  Wagar,  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  came 
to  Michigan  from  New  York  in  an  early  day  and 
settled  in  Newburg,  where  she  was  born.  She  has 
four  sisters:  Mirta,  Ida,  Clara  and  Alma.  William 
L.,  wi'.h  his  wife  and  little  daughter,  Lena  Leuo- 
ra,  lives  with  Mr,  Stanard  and  manages  the  home 
farm.  Mary,  who  was  born  August  8,  1869,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Seward  and  lives  in  Ohio.     They 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  HIOGRAI'IIICAL  RFXORD 


3S9 


have  one  (shild,  Cora.  Tionoi'a,  who  was  !)Oi'ii  Mai'cli 
13,  1873,  iiiiiriiefl  Oewvge  Spencer,  and  resides  at 
MnrcellHS. 

In  his  political  atllliations,  Mr.  Slananl  lias  been 
fi  Republican  from  the  organization  of  tlie  i)arty, 
but  he  has  never  aspired  to  any  ollicial  position, 
and  Ills  interest  in  political  matters  has  been  a 
(|uiet  one,  lie  is  one  of  the  hard-working,  sturdy 
pioneers  who  have  helped  to  make  tlie  great  State 
of  Michigan  wliat  it  is  lo-diy.  His  wife  is  iden- 
tified with  the  MetliodisL  Cliiirch,  in  ivliieh  she  is 
an  active  worker.  His  fattier  and  mottier  weie 
memiiers  ot  the  Cliristiaii  Church.  While  he  is 
not  actively  connected  with  any  religions  organi- 
zation, he  is  a  generous  contributor  to  religious 
enlerpriaes  an<l  a  frequent  attendant  at  their  serv- 
ices. An  earnest,  upright,  fwrsevering  man,  he  oc- 
cupies a  liigU  place  in  the  regard  of  Ills  fellow-men 
and  isoneof  the  most  progressive  of  PorterTown- 


^  AN!P:L  T.  LAWRRNCE,  our  subject,  who 
1  passed  to  Ills  rest  in  1887,  universally 
mourned  as  a  sincere  friend  and  upright 
citizen,  had  for  thirty  years  been  identi- 
fied witli  the  advancing  interests  of  Berrien 
County,  Mich.  Born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  he  re- 
moved from  his  hirthplace  with  liis  parents  to  the 
State  of  New  Yoik,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
ciled.  His  ancestors  wei-e  natives  of  England, 
but  the  father  and  mother,  appreciating  the  advan- 
tages offered  by  the  United  States,  early  located  in 
the  dominions  of  the  Fedora!  Government,  and  as 
citizens  were  true  and  loy.il.  Our  subject  made 
his  liome  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  while  young,  and  was 
there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss.Iane  Crawford, 
and  with  his  estimable  wife  continued  to  reside  in 
the  Buckeye  Slate  for  many  years.  A  family  of 
eight  sons  and  daughters,  all  born  in  Ohio,  blessed 
tlie  Hreside  with  their  cheerful  presence.  In  1857. 
Daniel  T.  Lawrence  decided  to  try  tlie  farther  West, 
and  following  the  tide  of  travel  journeyed  to 
Micliigan  with  his  family  and  settled  permanently 
a  short  distance  from  Benton  Harbor. 


In  time  death  deprived  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  their  devoted  mother,  and  a  twelvemonth  Liter 
the  father  also  died.  The  eldldren  now  residing 
in  lierrien  County  are  William,  John  and  two 
danghters.  John  Kiwrence  was  but  a  little  Ind 
when  lie  left  his  native  Stite,  Ohio,  and  came  to 
Michigan.  He  attained  to  manltood  in  the  county, 
attended  the  excellent  schools  of  his  home  district, 
and  enjoyed  the  lienelit  of  a  course  of  instruction 
in  the  Indiana  College  at  South  Itend,  from  which 
well-known  institution  he  graduated  with  honor. 
He  successfully  taught  school  in  the  county 
twenty-four  years,  twenty-two  years  of  which  time 
he  was  a  valued  teacher  of  Benton  Township.  A 
public-spirited  citizen  and  active  worker  in  alt 
matters  of  mutual  welfare,  John  I^wrenee  was 
appreciated  by  Ins  fellow- townsmen,  and  in  1882 
he  was  elected  to  tlie  ollice  of  Supervisor,  the 
duties  of  which  position  lie  continued  to  discharge 
with  faithful  ability  for  about  nine  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  Ifength  of  lime  lie  resigned  in 
order  to  accept  tlie  ollice  of  County  School  Com- 
missioner, tendered  to  him  in  the  fall  of  ISill.  A 
prominent  factor  in  educational  advancement,  Mr. 
Lawrence  had  since  1881  continuously  been  a 
memher  of  the  Board  of  Kxaminors,  and  for  one 
term  gave  univcisal  s,itisfaction  in  his  official  work 
as  County  Commissioner  of  Schools. 

While  John  Lawrence  tins  with  genuine  enthu- 
siasm given  his  time  and  earnest  efforts  Uy  the 
cause  of  education,  .ind  h.is  aided  materially  in 
the  advancement  of  the  scliools  of  the  county, 
giving  especial  attention  to  tlic  methods  and  man- 
ner of  instruction,  his  brother  William  has  found 
active  and  profitable  employment  in  another  field 
of  work,  William  Lawrence  is  numbered  among 
the  substantial  general  agriculturists  and  fruit- 
growei-s  of  Berrien  County.  The  brothers,  un- 
married, own  together  a  finely  cultivated  farm  of 
fifty  acres,  which  is  partially  devoied  to  the  cul- 
ture of  fruit  and  annually  yields  an  excellent  ci-op 
of  iiay.  Johnand  William  Lawrence  occupy  posi- 
tions of  useful  influence  and,  widely  known  and 
highly  esteemed  as  representative  men  of  the 
county,  actively  participate  in  social  and  business 
enterprises.  Fraternally,  John  Lawrence  is  a  val- 
ued  memter  of  the  Independent   Order   of  Odd 
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Fellows.  The  brothers  are  in  political  afHliatioD 
stanch  Republicans,  but  our  subject,  Daniel  T. 
Lawrence,  was  a  lifetime  adherent  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  The  fatiiei  was  ever  deeply  inter- 
ested in  local  and  national  issues.  The  sons  are 
thoroughly  posted  in  the  affaire  of  the  day  and 
intelligently  do  their  fulldutyasearnest  American 
citizens. 


.  EMMONS.  Few  of  the  citizens  of 
1  County  have  resided  here  for  so  long 
riod  aa  the  venerable  man  who  forms 
iutiject  of  our  sketch,  and  who  is  an 
honored  resident  of  Pokagon  iownship  living  en 
section  10.  He  was  born  in  C  lies  Countj  Va  on 
the  18th  of  August,  1808,  and  is  theiefore  at  the 
present  writing  (1893)  four-scon,  and  five  veais 
old.  His  father,  James  Emmons  was  born  noir 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  in  1760,  and  was  of  English 
parentage.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  resident  of  the  island  f  f  St  Helena  but 
was  kidnapped  and  brought  to  the  Continent 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life 

James  Emmons  served  in  (he  Iievolutionar> 
War,  taking  the  place  of  a  brjther  who  ha  1  \un-n 
di-afted  into  the  service.  He  jartcipited  in  the 
engagements  at  Cowpens  and  \oiktOBn  and  foi 
Innately  was  never  wounded,  although  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Cowpens  his  comrades  both  on  the  right  and 
left  were  shot.  He  was  a  well-educated  man,  con- 
sidering that  early  period  in  the  liistory  of  our 
country,  when  advantages  at  best  were  meagre  and 
opportunities  few.  Mr.  Emmons  married  Miss 
Sarah  Kick,  and  after  the  death  of  his  parents  he 
emigrated  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  lived  on 
rented  property  for  seven  years.  Later  lie  moved 
to  Giles  County,  Va.,  and,  purchasing  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  wild  land,  devoted  his 
attention  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, married  and  reared  families  before  there 
wore  any  deaths  in  the  family,  and  it  is  said  that 
during  all   these  years  it  was  never  necessary  to 


call  a  physician.  Mr.  Emmons  came  to  Michigan 
in  1834  with  our  subject,  his  youngest  child,  and 
here  he  remained  until  his  death,  in  1839,  at  an 
advanced  age.  His  wife  survived  until  1853, 
when  she  passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety,  lioth  were  llaptists  in  their  religious  be- 
lief, and  at  the  time  of  the  division  in  that  de- 
nomination identified  themselves  with  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptists,  continuing  in  that  church  until 
their  demise.  Politically,  the  father  was  a  Demo- 
crat, stanch  in  bis  adherence  to  that  party.  His 
children  were  as  follows:  Ephraim,  William,  Til- 
man,  Elmer,  James,  John  K.;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
William  Kirk;  Margaret,  who  married  Thornton 
Duncan;  Nancy,  wife  of  John  Kedick;  Sallie,  Mrs. 
William  Kirk;  and  Elsie,  who  married  Jacob  Hai- 
lis  All  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
oui  subject  The  sisters  were  all  buried  in  differ- 
ent States 

llie  boi  hood  days  of  our  subject  were  passe<l  in 
his  fithet  s  heme,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
assumed  the  management  of  the  farm.  His  raar- 
iiage  united  him  with  Miss  Elsie,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mizabelh  (Duncan)  Southern,  natives 
respectntlj  of  France  and  England.  Mrs.  Em- 
mon-s  was  bi  n  in  North  Carolina,  and  died  in 
Michigan  in  April,  1888.  She  was  the  mother  of 
nine  ch  Idien  as  follows:  Missouri,  who  married 
I  A  Bjlt(n  James  II.;  Virginia,  who  married  A. 
J  Myers  John  P.;  Ellen;  Nancy,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Crandell;  Sarah,  who  married 
Henry  B.  Wesseld;  Charles.  A.  and  Thomas.  All 
are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Bolton, 
Mrs.  Crandell  and  Charles  A. 

Upon  coming  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Emmons  entered 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  Government  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  improved.  He  was  poor  at 
the  time  of  coming  here,  and  as  there  were  eight 
in  the  family  he  was  forced  to  work  diligently 
and  untiringly  in  order  to  provide  maintenance 
for  his  dependent  ones.  He  was  successful  in  his 
efforts  and  acquired  the  ownership  of  one  hundred 
acres,  which  his  gi'andson  now  farms.  For  fifty- 
two  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  an 
active  worker,  having  served  as  Class-leader  and 
Steward  for  many  years.     Politically,  he  is  a  Pro 
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liiiiitionist  in  principle  and  is  fin  interested  worker 
in  the  tcinpernnee  cause.  Now  in  the  twiligl>t  of 
his  useful  existence,  Mr.  Emmons  is  ncniing  the 
bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns,  but  long  after 
)ic  yliall  liave  passed  tu  his  tinnl  reward  his  name 
will  be  treasured  in  tJio  liearts  of  tlie  people  of 
Cass  County, 


^1,  J.  TALLKRDAY,  an  energetic  and  pros- 
(@yl|     perous   general  agriculturist  of  Jeffei-son 

M  A  Township,  Cass  County,  Midi.,  owns  a 
^  finely-im proved  hom.estead  of  ninely-five 
acres,  located  upon  scetion  ]3;  but,  placed  in  charge 
of  the  County  Farm  from  1874  to  1882,  and  re- 
appointed to  take  charge  in  1887,  lie  will  remain 
through  this  term  of  office  until  1894,  conducting 
the  farm   and  caring  for  the  inmates  of  tlic  same. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  KIklmrt  County,  Ind., 
and  was  born  October  31,  1846.  lie  is  a  son  of 
Jesse  and  Sophia  (Mccliling)  Tallerday,  who  made 
their  home  for  many  years  in  Indiana.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfatlier,  James  Tallerday,  was  a  native 
of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  liis  wife,  lictsey  (VVooley)  Tallerday, 
bore  him  a  family  of  seven  sons  and  three  daiigli- 
tcrs.  The  sons  in  the  order  of  their  bJrtli  were, 
Jesse,  John,  Austin,  Andrew,  David,  Marshall  and 
Calvin.  Of  the  daughters,  Ilcbecea  was  the  eldest, 
Sarali  was  the  seeoDd  and  Mary  the  youngest. 
Grandfather  Tallerday  was  twice  married,  his  sec- 
ond wife  being  Mrs.  Marin  Wilson,  who  l>ecftine 
the  mother  of  tliiTse  cliildren,  two  of  whom  are 
deceased.  James  Tallerday  went  to  Coldwater, 
Mich.,  in  the  early  d.iys  of  1834,  but  in  the  year 
ISSi'i  located  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
survived  until  April,  1875.  lie  was  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  ugriculture  the  hitter  part  of  his 
life,  and  died  uiwu  a  farm.  Ho  was  a  sincere 
Christian  and  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
EpiscoiHil  Chiirch. 

The  t>atornal  great-grand  father,  John  Taller- 
day. established  his  family  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  on  that  old  homestead  th^  third  gener- 


ation of  the  Tallerdays  was  born.  The  father  of 
our  subject  i-emaincd  in  Dutchess  County  from  his 
birth  until  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  the 
West  lie  was  early  trained  in  farming  duties  and 
grew  u|)  manly  and  self-reliant.  Journeying  first 
to  Michigan  and  thenoe  to  Indiana,  Jesse  Tallerday 
resided  in  tlie  latt«r  State  until  November,  1846, 
at  which  date  he  settled  in  Mason  Township,  Cass 
County, Mich.,  and  invested  in  eighty  acres  of  ex- 
cellent farming  land,  which  he  industriously  im- 
proved. In  1856  Father  Tallerday  located  near  Cass- 
opolis,  buying  a  farm  of  about  two  hundred  acres, 
which  he  later  sold.  An  upright  man,  of  ster- 
ling integrity  of  character,  he  was  highly  respected 
and  Ills  death  was  mourned  as  a  public  loss  when 
he  passed  to  liis  rest  in  March,  1869,  aged  forty- 
eight  j'ears.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and, 
fraternally,  was  associated  with  the  Ancient  Free 
A  Accepted  Masons.  His  good  wife  survived  him 
until  October  3,  1887,  and  was  at  the  time  of  her 
death  sixty-four  years  of  age.  The  following 
children  clustered  in  the  home  of  the  parents; 
Mary,  John,  A.  J.,  Jane,  Ralhbuu,  David,  Charles, 
Polly,  Keegan;  Delia,  who  was  four  years  of  age 
when  siie  died;  Walter,  who  died  at  seven  years 
of  age;  and  Rachel,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  mother  of  these  sons  and  daughtei-s  was  lx>rn 
in  Westmoreland,  I'a.,  and  was  the  child  of  Philip 
and  Charlotte  (Shoemaker)  Mechling,  the  mater- 
nal grandparents  being  also  natives  of  the  Qua- 
ker State.  Grandfather  Mechting  was  a  fuller  by 
trade,  and  in  1833  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  South 
licnd,  Ind.  He  died  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind., 
in  1870,  having  been  preceded  to  the  better  world 
by  his  faithful  wife,  who  had  some  time  previously 
passed  away  in  Elkharl  County.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  the  eleventh  child  of  the  six  sons 
and  seven  daiightei'S  who  clustered  about  the  fam- 
ily hearth.  Grandfather  Mechling  was  in  religious 
belief  a  Lutlieran,  and  his  excellent  wife  was  a 
member  of  tlL<i  German  liaplist  Cliuich. 

Our  subject  w.is  reared  upon  the  farm  of  his 
parents  and  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
lioine  neighborhood.  Having  attained  his  Iwenty- 
first  birthday  Mr.  Tallerday  began  life  for  himself, 
tilling  the  soil  of  the  home  farm.  He  wa:^  married 
September  18,  1877,  to  Miss  Elizabeth   George,  a 
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native  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Luke  and  Maria  (Lonnon)  George, 
both  natives  of  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
came  to  tlie  United  States  about  1850  and  imme- 
diately engaged  in  farming.  In  1866  they  removed 
to  the  farther  West  and  located  permanently  in 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Mr.  George  died  June  16, 
1892, aged  seventy-eight,  but  his  devoted  wife  yet 
survives.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  sons  and 
five  daughters.  Eight  lived  to  adult  age.  William 
is  now  deceased.  Maria  Shaffer  is  the  second  in 
order  of  birth.  Then  followed  Mary  Van  Mater, 
Fred  (deceased),  James,  Robert  (deceased),  Emma 
Norton,  Elizabeth  and  Jennie  Norton.  The  fam- 
ily of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J,  Tallerday  consists  of 
three  children,  Gideon,  Jesse  and  Ray.  Mrs.  Tal- 
lerday is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  is 
ever  ready  to  assist  in  social  and  benevolent  en- 
terprises. Our  subject  is  a  strong  Democrat,  an 
ardent  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  party. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  &  Accepted  Maaons  and  is  a  liberal-spirited 
citizen,  interested  in  local  progress. 


JOHN  W.  FLEWELLING  is  engaged  exten- 
sively in  raising  and  shipping  stock,  as  well 
as  in  general  agi-icultural  pursuits,  and  is 
the  owner  of  a  finely-improved  farm  located 
on  section  5,  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County. 
As  a  stock  dealer  he  lias  been  especially  successful, 
and  for  fourteen  years  or  more  has  conducted  an 
extensive  business  in  that  line.  His  biography, 
which  we  will  now  briefly  review,  affords  another 
illusti-ation  of  the  fact  that  industry  and  good 
judgment  will  almost  invariably  bring  their  pos- 
sessor abundant  material  success,  although  at  the 
commencement  of  hia  business  career  he  may  have 
neither  capital  nor  friends. 

Born  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  April  1,  1827, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(DePew)  Flewelling.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Jesse  Flewelling,  was  either  a  native  of  Wales  or  of 
Welsh  parentage,  and  spent  his  life  principally  in 


Ontario  County,  N,  Y.  He  and  his  wife  Sarah 
reared  six  children,  namely:  John,  father  of  our 
subject;  Richard;  Harrison;  Morris;  Sarah,  Mrs,  E. 
Dewey;  and  Mrs.  Maria  Shepherd.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1794,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  that  place. 
Although  quite  young  when  the  War  of  1812com- 
menced,  he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  our  country 
and  served  with  valor  until  the  close  of  the  con- 
ilict.  He  was  also  a  participant  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War  under  Gen.  Harrison.  He  fortunately  escaped 
uninjured  in  the  latter  war,  but  in  the  War  of  1812 
was  wounded  in  the  breast  by  a  stray  bullet. 

After  his  marriage  to  Catherine  DePew  in  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y".,  John  Flewelling  removed  to 
Ohio  and  located  in  Marion  County.  lie  was  a 
general  mechanic,  and  followed  that  trade  through- 
out his  active  life.  In  1831  he  went  to  La  Grange 
Township,  Cass  County,  making  the  trip  overbnd 
with  wagons,  and  after  his  arrival  purchased  eighty 
acres,  which  he  proceeded  to  clear  and  improve. 
He  sold  and  bought  several  farms  in  different 
townships  of  Cass  County,  but  finally  purchased 
sixty  acres  in  Pokagon  Township,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  which  occurred  January 
22,  I8fi9.  A  Democrat  in  his  political  belief,  he 
held  many  important  ollices  in  his  township  and 
county.  He  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  a  man  whose  upright  life  proved  the 
sincerity  of  his  religious  belief. 

The  first  wife  of  John  B'lewelllng  wasCatlierine, 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  DePew,  all  of  whom 
were  natives  of  New  York.  Four  children  were 
horn  of  this  marriage,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  others  were  Amasa,  whodied  in  1849; 
Lyda,  who  married  Peter  Brady;  and  .)ohn  W.,  of 
this  sketch.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr. 
Flewelling  married  Ellen  Brady,  who  bore  him 
eleven  children.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one,  when  he 
commenced  to  work  by  the  month  and  continued 
in  the  employ  of  others  for  four  years.  His  first 
purchase  of  land  consisted  of  eighty  acres  in  Po- 
kagon Township,  which  he  subsequently  sold,  and 
bought  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-six acres. 

In  18.52  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Flewelling 
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U)  Miss  Margaret  Williams.  Eight  children  were 
l>orii  of  tiiis  union,  as  follows:  Mary,  Mrs,  William 
Jenkins;  Hil<Ia,  who  married  Frank  McCoy;  Will- 
iam; Louisa  and  Austin,  deceased;  Isaac;  Andrew, 
deceased;  andMaggie,  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Ireland, 
After  the  deatli  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Flowelling 
married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  .Sarah 
(Kyle)  Hogue,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Oiiio.  Tlie  paternal  grandfatlier  of  Mrs. 
Flewelling  bore  the  name  of  .John  Ilogue,  and  was 
lM)rn  in  Ireland,  emigrating  thence  to  the  United 
States,  where  he  afterward  resided.  One  son  has 
blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Flewelling, 
Lyle,  a  promising  young  man  of  ability  and  en- 
terpiise,  who  now  cultivates  the  home  farm.  In 
his  (Kiiitical  profereueea  Mr.  Flewellingis  an  active 
supporter  of  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party, 
to  which  he  gives  the  weight  of  liis  inlluence  and 
ballot. 


JiYRON  H.  CASTERLINE.  The  farming 
class  of  America,  and  especially  of  the 
j  northern  tier  of  States,  is  notable  for  the 
degree  of  intelligence  that  is  possessed 
by  its  representatives.  Our  subject  belongs  to 
one  of  the  most  progressive  of  families,  and  is 
proud  ot  the  fact  that  his  father  waa  one  of  those 
fast-disappearing  landmarks  of  a  heroic  past,  an 
early  pioneer. 

Mr.  Castcrline  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  in  Pcnn  Township,  Cass  County,  Octo- 
ber 18,  1847.  His  parents.  Dr.  Thomas  J.  and  Ra- 
chel M.  (Hurlburt)  Castcrline,  were  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  the  father  born  in  Romulus,  Seneca 
County,  January  3,  1813.  Our  subject's  paternal 
gi-and parents,  ISarieabas  and  Rhoda  Casterline, 
were  natives  of  Orange  County,  N,  Y.,  whence 
they  removed  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  to  Seneca  County,  that  State.  Dr.  Thomas 
J.  Casterline  was  a  very  successful  physician  and 
was  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession  until 
late  in  life,  when  he  gave  his  attention  to  farming. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  15th  of  June,  1889. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Canaan,  Conn.,  born  Jan- 


uary 4,  1818,  and  both  were  exemplary  members 
ot  the  Disciples  Church,  She  died  in  Cass  County 
about  1890.  They  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
in  1844, and  settled  on  the  farm  where  our  subject 
now  resides.     The  father  was  of  German  descent. 

The  third  in  order  of  birth  of  the  four  children 
born  to  the  above  worthy  couple,  Byron  Caster- 
line, was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county, 
receiving  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  married  in  1886  to  Miss  Anna  McKay,  who 
was  born  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  al>out  187(1,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  David  McKay,  a  resident  of 
Kans.as.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Castcrline's  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  thi-ee  children,  all  bright 
and  interesting:  Beatta,  Lyle  and  Thomas  J. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Casterline  has  always 
alliliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  flrst 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  H.  Seymour.  He  is 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  active  and  progressive, 
and  no  worthy  movement  is  allowed  to  fail  for 
want  of  sup[H>rt  on  his  jiart.  He  has  witnessed 
the  growth  of  this  township  through  all  its  stages 
from  a  wild  and  trackless  wilderness  to  its  present 
beautifully  improved  and  productive  state.  While 
public-spirited  and  generous,  tlie  major  part  of 
his  attention  has  always  been  paid  to  his  farm. 
He  owns  one  hundred  and  forty-one  acres  of  good 
land,  located  six  miles  northeast  of  the  county- 
seat,  and  he  devotes  himself  to  general  farming. 
He  is  not  a  member  of  any  secret  organization,  but 
his  father  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows. 


Abraham  dieffenbacher,  for  two- 

e  years  a  resident  of  his  line  farm  of 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  now  under 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved with  substantial  and  commodious  buildings, 
is  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  has  long  been  a  prosperous 
citizen  of  Ontwa  Township.  Our  subject  is  a  na- 
tive   of    Northumberland    County,    Pa.,  and    was 
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borD  February  4,  1814.  He  was  tlic  sou  of  John 
and  Eliziibeth  (Follmer)  IMeffenbaclier.  Tlic  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Conrad  Dieffeiibaelier,  emi- 
grated from  the  Fatherland  to  Americft  in  Colon- 
ial (lays  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  lie  was  a 
man  of  pei-scvering  industry  and  energy,  and  was 
prospered  m  his  new  home.  After  a  long  life  of 
busy  usefulness  he  passed  away  within  the  houn- 
daries  of  the  Quaker  State.  He  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and,  liap- 
pily  married,  reared  six  son&  and  several  daugh- 
terfi.  The  sons  wer«  Conrad,  David,  Henry,  Jolin, 
Jacob  and  Abraham. 

John  Dieffenhacher  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
July  13,  1771,  and  died  aged  seventy-one.  He 
was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom 
lived  to  maturity.  Catherine  Newcomber  passed 
away  in  Illinois;  Jacob  died  in  Pennsylvania; 
Elizabeth  died  in  Cass  County,  Midi.;  Susan  is 
with  her  brother;  Daniel  resides  in  Niagara  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.;  Abraham  and  Conrad  were  twins,  and  the 
latter  died  in  Niagara  County, N.  Y.;  David  passed 
away  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  with  our  subject;  John 
is  next;  and  Margaret  Miller  died  in  Harrisburgh, 
Pa.  Two  children,  Leonard  and  Jonathan,  died  in 
youth.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania.  She  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Follmer,  who  came  from  Germany  to  the  Un- 
ited States,  and,  a  Christian  man,  was  a  member  of 
the  Gciman  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  Dieffenbacher 
was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  parents 
and  iXH.-eived  his  education  in  the  little  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  those  early  daj'S.  When  twenty 
years  old  he  began  life  for  himself,  working  by  the 
day  and  montli  for  two  years. 

Our  subject  later  engaged  in  selling  threshers 
and  rowers  and  continued  in  that  employment 
one  year,  then  going  into  business  in  Harrisburg. 
He  next  spent  two  years  in  Painsborough,  Pa., 
;ind  afterward  remained  at  his  home  one  year. 
About  18+7  he  journeyed  to  Michigan  by  stage, 
and  first  located  in  Soutli  Bend,  where  he  helped 
to  make  threshers  for  two  summers,  and  for  twelve 
months  whs  employed  in  Constantine.  In  1850, 
he  bought  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  one  hun- 
dred in  Michigan  and  eighty  in  Indiana,  and  to 


this  Jioniestcad  has  devoted  his  faithful  care,  l>eing 
annually  rewarded  by  an  abundant  harvest.  For 
two  seasons  he  profitably  ran  a  thresher,  and  lias 
with  thrift  and  eeniieless  industry  won  his  way  up- 
ward, now  possessing  a  comforLable  competence. 
He  is  essentially  a  self-made  man.  and  by  his  own 
efforts  has  attained  success  in  life.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch  and  is  liberal  in  its 
support.  Up  to  1884  he  was  a  sturdy  Democmt. 
Never  an  otHcer-seeker,  he  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  local  and  National  affairs.  One  sister 
and  brother  comprise  the  houscliold  of  Mr.  Dief- 
fenbacher. Our  subject,  arriving  in  the  West  in 
the  early  days,  has  been  intimately  associated  with 
the  growth  and  progress  of  liis  pi'Csent  locality 
and  is  widely  known  and  esteemed  by  his  feliow- 


S|_^ENRY  S.  WILLIAMSON,  a  successful  far- 
«  Jl,  mer  of  Berrien  County  and  the  owner  of  a 
/^^'  well-improved  tract  of  land  on  section  Sf), 
(^J)  Lincoln  Township,  was  born  in  Dayton, 
Ohio.  May  30,  1846.  He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Williamson,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  removed 
thence  to  Virginia  in  his  boyhood,  and  at  the  age 
of  about  twenty  yeare  located  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 
In  Miami  County,  Ohio,  lie  was  united  in  raarringe 
with  Miss  Mary,  the  dauglitcr  of  Jacob  Snyder, 
and  after  that  important  event  he  located  in  Clay 
Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
followed  farming  pursuits.  Finally  disposing  of 
his  property,  he  removed  to  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
about  1850,  and  resided  in  that  city  until  his  death 
in  1870.  By  trade  a  carpenter,  he,  however,  was 
principally  engaged  in  agricultural  operations. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  nine  children, 
of  wliom  four  grew  U.>  maturity  and  arc  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  Elmira,  a  resident  of  Berrien  County 
and  the  wife  of,C.  Brown;  Hiram,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  at  Indianapolis;  Susan,  Mrs. 
Davis,  whose  home  is  near  Decatur,  111.;  and  Henry 
S.,  our  subject.  The  father  of  these  chihircn  was  a 
man  of  prominence  in  the  various  communities  of 
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wliidi  he  was  a  i-csident  at  diffoccnt  perioiJs  of  his 
life.  Politically  a  Whig,  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Mont^mery  County,  Ohio,  and  served  in  that  re- 
sponsible position  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  In  hi&  relig- 
ious convictions  he  was  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  maintained  a  constant  in- 
terest in  religious  enterprises. 

Orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  mother  when  he 
was  one  and  one-half  years  of  age,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  afterward  taken  into  the  home  of 
his  uncle,  Elijah  Williamson,  in  Warren  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  thei-e  reared  to  manhood.  He  gained 
the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Wairen  County  and  afterward  conducted  his  studies 
in  the  University  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  then  known 
as  the  Soutliwcstern  Normal.  Aft«r  having  grad- 
uated from  that  institution,  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  at  Fletcher,  Ohio,  and  also  assisted  in 
the  Normal  at  Lebanon. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1868,  Mr,  Williamson 
lociited  in  Lincoln  Township,  and  fora  time  taught 
acliool  in  Oronoko  Township,  Berrien  County.  Sub- 
se*iuently  he  became  superintendent  for  A.  L. 
Putnam  in  the  lumter  business  and  filled  this  posi- 
tion foi'  three  yeai-s,  after  which  he  embarked  in 
fruit  farming.  In  1876  he  located  on  the  farm 
where  he  still  resides,  a  place  consisting  of  eighty 
acres,  sixty  of  whicli  arc  highly  improved  and  in 
a  good  stat«  of  cultivation.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  lie  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising, 
and  has  a  number  of  fine  horses  and  cattle  on  his 
farm.  In  the  former,  his  favorites  are  tiie  Mor- 
gans and  Hambletonians,  and  he  breeds  principally 
roadsters.  One  of  his  stallions  has  gained  a  con- 
siderable local  reputation.  This  is  "  ,ltm  Blaine," 
the  son  of  "  Thomas  Jefferson,"  the  dam  being  a 
Morgan  mare,  and  one  of  the  finest  horses  in 
southwestern  Michigan. 

August  22,  1869,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Williamson  to  Miss  Thcressa  E.,  daughter  of  Gould 
Parrish.  This  accomplished  lady  was  born  in  Ber- 
rien County,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  here 
and  at  Soutli  Bend,  Ind.  For  a  time  prior  to  her 
marriage  she  engaged  in  teaching  in  this  county 
and  was  very  successful  as  an  instructor.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Williamson   are  the   parents  of  two  children. 


Mabel  A.  and  Lillian  M.,  both  of  whom  are  at 
home.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Williamson  is  a 
Prohibitionist,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
party  in  the  township.  His  wife  and  daughters 
are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  take  an  especial  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Sunday-school. 


s-»-§HS*ii|s^-'^'a 


lf[ .^^IRAM  FINNEY,  an  energetic  and  successful 

W^]m  farmer,  owns  a  highly  improved  iiomestead 
'^^  of  ninety  acres,  pleasantly  located  upon 
(^  section  10,Galien  Townsliip,  Berrien  Coun- 
ty. Mich.  Our  subject  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Myers)  Finney,  and  was  bfirn  in  Holmes 
County,  Ohio,  in  1845.  James  Finney  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  probably  reared  on 
a  farm.  lie  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation and  faithfully  prepared  himself  for  a  teach- 
er, following  the  profession  of  an  instructor  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  also  acquired  the  trade 
of  shoemaking,  but  devoted  the  latter  pari  of  his 
life  entirely  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  residing 
in  Ohio,  where  he  owned  a  small  fruit  farm.  He 
was  mairied  in  the  old  Quaker  State,  being  un- 
ited in  wedlock  with  Miss  Sarah,  d.aughter  of  Jacob 
Myers,  his  wife  also  having  been  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  eight  children  who  clustered  about  the 
old  home  were:  James,  Daniel,  Alexander,  George, 
Isaiah  (deceased),  Hiram  (our  subject),  Catherine, 
and  Louisa  (deceased).  The  father  and  mother 
were  devout  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  political  aHitiations,  James  Finney  was  a  sturdy' 
Democrat  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  party. 
After  a  life  of  busy  usefulness  he  passed  away  in 
1869.  His  estimable  wife  survived  him  several 
years.  When  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  he 
began  life  for  himself,  and  has  self-reliantly 
fought  his  way  upward  unaided.  Ho  fli-st  worked 
on  a  farm,  receiving  *8  per  month,  and  continued 
in  the  employ  of  others  until  his  marriage.  The 
lady  whom  he  made  Ins  wife  was  Miss  Mary  L. 
Zigler,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Wade)  Zig- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


368 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ler.  The  home  was  blessed  witli  four  cbildreii, 
three  of  whom,  two  daughters  and  ii  son,  are 
yet  living.  Elmer  E.  is  the  eldest;  Anna  M.  is 
next  in  Older  of  birth;  Rebecca  is  the  yonngest; 
and  a  twin  ot  Elmer  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Finney  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
he  emigrated  to  tlie  farther  West  and  located  in 
St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.  In  his  new  home  he 
made  the  acquaintfincc  of  his  future  wife  and  was 
niarriod.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  rented 
land  and  gave  his  entire  time  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Having  spent  about  seven  years  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  he  decided  to  make  a  change,  and 
with  his  family  located  in  Michigan,  settling  in 
Berrien  County  in  1870,  From  tijat  period  of 
time  lie  has  been  a  constant  resident  of  tlie  county, 
although  it  has  been  only  a  few  years  since  he 
purcliascd  his  farm  of  ninety  acres  and  removed 
hither.  Sixty  acres  were  well  improved  when 
Mr.  Finney  bought  the  farm.  The  thirty  acres  of 
timber  he  has  since  cleared.  Aside  from  the  pur- 
suit of  general  agriculture,  lie  has  profitably 
handled  a  high  grade  of  draft  horses,  some  of  the 
best  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Our  subject  is  act- 
ively interested  in  public  affairs,  and  is  politically 
a  Democrat.  He  has  no  desire  for  political  pro- 
motion and  although  requested  to  become  High- 
way Commissioner   refused  to  accept  the  position. 


ellARLES  TIKTSORT,  a  prosperous  agricul- 
turist of  Cass  County,  residing  on  section 
■25,  La  Grange  Township,  was  born  in  the 
village  ot  Cassopolis,  this  county,  April  9,  1843. 
The  lamily  of  which  he  is  a  worthy  representative 
originated  in  Holland  and  the  name  was  formerly 
spelled  Tietsworth.  The  first  of  the  name  who 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  had  a  son  Peter, 
who  was  bom  in  New  Jersey  in  1744,  and  died  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  in  1831.  His  life  occupation 
W!is  that  of  n  farmer.  In  New  Jersey  he  married 
n  Mise  Huff,  and  when  his  son  Abraham  was  a 
young  man  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  few  years,  and  thence  went  to  Butler 


County,  Ohio.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat  and 
a  strong  anti-slavery  man.  lie  and  his  wife  reared 
the  following  children:  Cornelius;  Catherine,  the 

wife  of  Frederick  Keed;  Peter,  Jr.;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Isaac  Thompson;  and  Abraham. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Abraham  Tiet- 
sort,  w.is  born  in  New  Jei-sey  in  1777  and  was  roared 
to  manhood  in  that  SUite.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  and  being  fond  of 
rcHding  he  became  a  very  apt  scholar  for  the  time 
in  which  he  lived.  Accompanying  his  parents  to 
Kentucky,  he  there  married,  February  14,  18(12, 
Miss  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Henry  Itanta,  and 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  having  been  born  there  on 
the  6th  of  January,  1784.  The  year  following  his 
marriage  Abraham  Tietsort  moved  to  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  and  entered  Government  land 
twenly-eiglit  miles  from  the  presentsit*  of  Cincin- 
nati, which  then  was  not  even  a  village. 

In  1828  Grandfather  Tictsort  migrated  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  at  Niles,  but  about  one  year  af- 
terward came  to  Cass  County,  entering  land  near 
where  Cassopolis  now  stands.  His  eldest  son  entered 
about  one-half  the  land  occupied  by  the  present 
site  of  the  village.  This  pioneer  family,  being  of 
limited  means,  brought  all  their  earthly  effects  with 
them  in  wagons  from  Ohio  and  in  this  new  coun- 
try endured  all  the  liardsliips  incident  to  frontier 
life.  Abraham  Tietsort  was  a  man  of  irreproach- 
able character,  charitable  to  those  in  need  and  len- 
ient in  disposition.  In  his  religious  belief  he  wsis 
a  Un  iversalist  and  was  a  close  student  of  the  Bible. 
His  political  views  were  in  harmony  witii  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  Socially,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  was  present  at  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Niles  lodge,  which  was  one  of  the 
(li-st  in  western  Michigan.  Although  not  an  ollice- 
seeker,  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  fill  differ- 
ent positions  in  the  township  and  county, 

Abraham  and  Margaret  Tietsort  had  a  family  of 
six  children,  namely;  Abraham,  Jr.;  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  Washington  Reed;  Levi.  Henry,  CorneliuH 
B.  (father  of  our  subject)  and  Squire,  all  of  them 
being  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Henry. 
The  first  home  of  this  pioneer  family  in  Cass 
County  was  of  a  very  modest  kind,  being  con- 
structed of  round  logs,  with  a  puncheon  Hoor  and 
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stick  cliimiinv-  wliilu  llie  dimensions  of  tlie  sliuc- 
tiire  were  ocily  18x10  feet.  On  their  trip  to  Hioh- 
igiin  tliero  was  not  a  single  lioust-  on  tlie  rtya-d  be- 
tween Ft.  Wiiyne  nn<I  Elkliiirt,  Ind.,  where  may 
now  lie  seen  tlirivin<r  villages  and  finely-improved 
farms.  Father  and  sons  labored  to  build  up  a  com- 
fortable homo,  and  lived  to  enjoy  to  some  extent 
the  fruits  of  their  labors.  Grandfather  Tietsort 
was  a  [Kitriotic  innn  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
while  his  eldest  son  took  an  active  part  in  the 
IJIiick  Hawk  War. 

Cornelius  B.  TietsorS,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Butter  County,  Ohio,  January  24,  1820. 
At  the  ajfc  of  eight  years  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan,  whei-e  he  grew  to  manhood  in 
the  wild  country  with  the  children  of  savage 
Indians  for  his  only  playmates.  Through  his  wide 
mnge  of  reading  he  acquired  a  general  knowledge 
of  the  world  and  its  history,  though  liis  education 
was  limited  to  the  rudest  of  the  early  schools  of  a 
now  countrj-.  In  his  youth  ho  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  followed  during 
tlie  greater  part  of  his  life  in  connection  with  his 
farming  pursuits. 

The  marriage  of  Cornelius  It.  Tietsort  to  Eliza- 
Iwth  McEiiterfer  was  solemnized  in  1840.  Mrs. 
Tietsort  was  l>orn  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1823,  and  was  six  years  old  when  she  accom- 
panied her  t>areuts,  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Fisher) 
McKiiterfer,  to  Michigan,  settling  in  White  Pigeon. 
Tlie  union  of  Cornelius  B.  and  Elizabeth  Tietsort 
W!is  blessed  by  the  birth  of  tlireo  children:  Charles, 
Satiah  and  Frank ;  the  daughter  became  Mrs.  Charles 
Berry,  but  is  now  deceased.  Socially,  the  father 
was  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  at  Cassopolis,  and  in  his  political  belief  he 
was  a  stanch  Democrat.  After  his  marriage  he 
resided  for  two  years  on  a  farm  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.,  whence  he  returned  to  Cass  County 
and  remained  there  untilhisdcath,  which  occurred 
April  22,  1870.  Ilis  wife  survived  him  a  score  of 
years,  passing  away  April  21,  1890. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  the 
si.hools  of  CassoiKjiis,  and  at  the  age  of  tweuty-one 
he  and  his  brother  assumed  the  management  of  the 
home  farm,  which  they  operated  for  a  number  of 
years  together.     He  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of 


highly-cultivated  and  finely- improved  land,  lying 
just  outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village 
of  Cassopolis.  As  a  farmer,  he  brings  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  land  his  energies  and  abilities,  and  as 
a  result  of  his  efforts  he  has  accumulated  a  compe- 
tency and  gained  a  position  among  the  foremost 
agriculturists  of  the  county.  A  Democrat  in  his 
political  connections,  he  has  been  chosen  to  repre- 
sent his  party  in  numerous  county  conventions, and 
has  rendered  elficieut  service  in.  whatever  position 
he  has  been  called  to  occupy. 


^^  HAHLES  H.  FRENCH,  an  enterprising  gen- 
Ill  n  *''''''  "gi''*=ulturist,  handles  some  highly-bred 
^^  slock  upon  his  fine  homestead  located  on 
section  1,  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  owns  one  of  the  most  attractive  farm- 
ing (iroperties  in  this  part  of  the  coiitity.  A 
number  of  valuable  hoi'ses  are  housed  on  the  old 
farm,  whose  large  acreage,  brought  up  to  a  highly 
productive  state,  is  also  improved  by  excellent 
buildings,  a  handsome  and  commodious  house,  and 
caiMicious  and  substantial  barns.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  October  11, 
1851.  His  father,  Samuel  French,  was  a  native  of 
Hague,  N.  Y.,  and  w.is  reared  and  educated  in 
his  birthplace.  Trained  in  the  daily  routine  of 
agricultural  life  from  his  boyhood,  he  attained 
manhood  self-reliant  and  energetic,  and  entered 
with  resolution  into  the  tilling  of  the  soil  upon 
his  own  account.  He  married  comparatively  early 
in  life,  and  with  his  wife  located  near  ISorodino 
upon  a  farm.  After  due  consideration  the  fattier 
and  mollier  resolved  to  make  their  home  in  the 
West,  and  in  1854  with  their  family  journeyed  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Berrien  County,  upon  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acre  farm  wliere  our 
subject  now  resides. 

Financially  pros|)Ored  in  his  Western  home, 
Samuel  French  added  to  his  original  pnrciiase, 
until  at  the  lime  of  his  deatti  the  homestead  con^. 
tained  tliree  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres  of  val- 
uable land.     The  [atl(er  was  a  thoroughly  practical 
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farmer  and  his  ventures  in  stock  resulted  profit- 
ably. He  was  never  a  [lolitician  in  the  common 
acceptation  of  the  term,  but  was  actively  interested 
in  local  and  national  issues  and  voted  tlie  Repub- 
lican lickeL  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Clini-ch  in  Buchanan  Township  from  its  organ- 
ization in  lSd7,  was  an  t}lder  all  that  time,  and 
libiirally  assisted  in  its  suppoil  and  the  extension 
of  its  good  work.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  County  Grange,  and  was  identilied 
with  numerous  progressive  enterprises  and  partic- 
i|iated  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare.  lie  died 
mourned  by  many  friends  with  whom  he  bad 
fiatcrnally  associated  almost  two-score  years,  pass- 
ing to  his  rest  February  7,  1892.  He  was  in- 
terred in  the  presence  of  a  large  congregation  In 
the  Howe  Cemetery.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Titus  French,  was  like  his  immediate  descendants 
a  native  of  the  Empire  Slate.  A  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, he  courageously  shouldered  a  p,un  in  the 
hour  of  need  and  served  in  the  War  of   1812. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Sai'ah  (Bliss)  French, 
was  liorn  in  New  York  and  died  at  fifty-seven 
years  of  age.  Her  father  was  born  in  England 
and  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young  man. 
The  father  and  mother  of  Charles  H.  French  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  three  daughters  and 
four  sons.  The  eldest  and  youngest  child  died  in 
infancy.  Our  subject  was  the  sixth  cliild  and  the 
fourth  son,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Mich- 
igan when  a  little  child  two  years  of  age.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  of  Buchanan  Town- 
ship, and  when  old  enough  began  to  assist  upon 
the  farm.  He  remained  with  his  lather  and  mother 
until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  il.  Geyer,  October 
18.  IS76.  The  bride  wasa  native  of  Indiana.  Im- 
mediately following  the  wedding,  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  made  their  home  in  Bertrand 
Township,  Berrien  County.  Mi-s.  Sarah  H.  Frencli 
did  not  survive  her  marriage  many  3'ears,  but  lived 
tobeeoroethemotlier  of  three  children:  Carson  G., 
Stella  May  and  Charles  F.  A  second  time  Mr. 
French  entered  matrimonial  i)onds,his  present  wife 
having  been  Miss  Lucy  A.  Feather,  daughter  of 
J.  H.and  Lucy  (Bachtel)  Feather.  Mrs.  French  was 
born  in  Oronoko  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich. 
By  bis  second  wife  our  subject  has  no  children. 


The  valuable  homestead  was  materially  improved 
in  1877  by  the  erection  of  the  modern  residence, 
which  cost  $3,000.  With  the  exception  of  six 
acres  of  atti-acttve  woodland,  the  entire  farm  of 
i  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres  is  all  finely  cul- 
tivated and  highly  productive.  Mr.  French,  like 
liis  honored  father,  atliliates  with  the  Republican 
jjarty.  He  is  liberal  and  progressive  in  his  ideas 
and  fully  appreciates  the  obligations  entailed  upon 
all  loyal  American  citizens. 


u 


■ILUAM  SHULTZ.  The  farming  class  of 
America,  and  especially  of  the  Northern 
tier  of  States,  is  notable  for  the  degree  of 
intelligence  that  is  possessed  by  its  represenl^i- 
tives,  William  ShulU  belonged  to  one  of  the  most 
progressive  of  families,  and  is  proud  of  the  fact 
tliat  his  father  was  one  of  those  fast  disappearing 
landmarks  of  the  lieroic  past,  an  early  pioneer.  Mr. 
Shultz  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  on  the  Vth 
of  February,  1843,  and  here  he  has  passed  almost 
his  entire  life.  He  is  one  of  those  thrifty  and 
energetic  farmers  for  which  Berrien  County  has 
become  well  known,  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  af- 
fairs has  shown  good  judgment  and  business  fore- 
He  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren born  to  John  G.  and  Eli:fabeth  (Storick) 
Shultz,  natives  respectively  of  Marylandand  Penn- 
sylvania. The  father  came  to  this  State  in  1835, 
when  a  young  man,  and  the  Storick  family  made 
their  advent  into  this  section  about  the  same  time. 
The  parents  were  married  in  Berrien  County  in 
1836.  As  Mr.  Shultz  had  ahont  *200  on  coming 
to  this  county,  lie  invested  it  in  the  butchering 
business,  but  tliis  did  not  prove  a  paying  invest- 
ment. For  one  year  after  tliis  he  drove  a  team 
for  Pit  Brown,  who  kept  a  tavern  in  what  is  now 
Berrien  Springs,  when  the  town  was  under  the  hill. 
His  next  move  was  to  enter  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
this  township,  where  G.  N.  Parkton  now  re- 
sides, and  the  same  year  lie  entered  the  old  Shultz 
homestead.  The  Indians  were  then  quite  numer- 
ous but  friendly, and  the  wood  abounded  in  game. 
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For  five  years  tiitlians  made  sugar  on  the  eiglity- 
acre  ti-jict,  aiifl  lio  then  Itegnn  clearing  it  of  tlio 
lieavy  timber  with  which  it  was  covered.  At  the 
end  of  three  or  four  yeare  he  entered  eighty  acres 
more  adjoining,  and  still  Inter  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  acres  also  adjoining,  which  was 
slightly  improved.  Following  this,  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  twcntyacrcs  for  his  son-in-law,  liyron 
Pennell,  and  during  the  war  he  giurcliased  and 
gave  his  son-in-law  Amos  Painter  one  hundred 
and  sixty  aei-es,  al!  of  which  was  accumulated  by 
llie  thrift  and  enterprise  of  Mr.  Shultz  from  1838 
lo  1864.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  August,  1888,  he  had  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres  of  the  home  place  under  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation.  His  lirst  residence  in  tlie  wilder- 
ness was  a  log  house,  with  rough  board  llooring 
and  one  window  and  one  door.  Later  he  had  a 
matched  lloor  jnit  in,  and  then  a  brick  chimney. 
In  1852  he  ei-ected  a  good  frame  barn, and  soon 
after  a  two-story  frame  dwelling,  the  latter  costing 
about  12,500,  as  everything  was  dressed  by  hand. 
This  residence  still  stands  and  is  in  a  good  state  of 
pi-eservation. 

Mr.  Shultz  built  his  next  residence  in  1880,  a 
two-story  brick  of  twelve  rooms.  The  brick  vma 
purchased  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  hauled  with 
teams  to  the  farm.  This  house  cost  t4,000.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Shultz  was  worth  from 
*18,()00  to  *20,000  after  giving  each  of  his  chil- 
dren from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  acres  of  land.  All  of  this 
was  llie  result  of  great  industry  and  good  man- 
agement on  his  part,  for  he  was  strictly  a  self- 
made  man.  His  cliildi'en  were  as  follows:  Mi-s, 
Harriet  Painter,  wife  of  Amos  Painter;  Sarah,  wife 
of  liyron  I'ennell;  and  William,  our  subject.  Mr. 
Mhultz  was  seventy-nine  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death;  and  his  wife,  who  died  the  same  year, 
was  eighty-eight  yeara  of  age,  nearly  ten  years 
older  than  her  husband.  Many  years  previous  to 
his  death  Mr.  Shultz  attached  himself  to  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  for  twelve  years  previous  to 
her  death  Mrs.  Shultz  was  a  member  of  the  Jiunk- 
ard  Church.  No  better  citizens  made  their  homes 
in  the  county. 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 


[)erforming  duties  on  the  fnrra  and  in  attending 
the  common  school,  where  he  received  a  fair  edu- 
cation. He  labored  on  his  father's  farm  until 
Iwonty-four  years  of  age  and  then,  in  1871,  was 
married  lo  Miss  Annie  Wilson,  a  native  of  Berrien 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  Ezra  D.  and  Phoebe 
A.  (VanVleai)  Wilson  of  Cass  County,  Mich. 
Our  subject  purchased  the  old  homestead  in  1891, 
for  II  1,000  uid  now  has  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  actca  of  excellent  land  with  one  liundred 
and  twenty  hvc  acies  undei  tultivation.  He  has 
made  a  number  of  minor  improvements  on  the 
home  place  and  is  a  thoroughly  practical  farmer. 
His  marr  agt  wisblessed  b\  tl  e  birth  of  four  cliil- 
dren:  Roscoe,  who  died  in  infancy;  Walter;  Myrtle 
and  Bertha.  Walter  was  married  in  18SI2  to  Bliss 
Lydia  Harnor.  Politically,  Sir.  Shultz  is  a  Demo- 
ci'at,  as  was  his  father  before  liim. 


JTACOB  IMHOFF,  an  influential  rcal-estat« 
I  owner  of  Buchanan,  was  born  in  Perry 
j  County.  Pa.,  October  15,  1851.  His  father, 
,^^_^  Benjamin,  was  also  a  native  of  that  county 
and  was  a  descendant  of  German  ancestry.  An 
honorable,  upright  man,  he  was  prominent  In  his 
neighborhood  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  eabiiiet- 
makcr.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  also 
born  in  the  Keystone  State,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Susanna  Halman,  and  was  the  descendant  of  a 
long  line  of  prominent  and  successful  business  and 
professional  men. 

The  sixth  among  eleven  eliildren,  our  subject 
was  early  obliged  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  had  few  of  the  educational  advantages 
which  fall  lo  the  lot  of  most  boys.  Starting  out 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  came 
to  Michigan,  and  arrived  in  Beitrand  Township, 
Berrien  County  with  only  15.  Notwithstanding 
his  |)overty,  he  was  hopeful  and  self-reliant,  and 
as  he  possessed  an  abundance  of  energy  and  de- 
termination it  was  not  longbefore  success  crowned 
his  exertions.  For  four  years  he  was  employed  on 
a  farm  belonging  to  William  R,  Rough,  receiving 
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a  salary  of  Hi)  i)er  montli  for  the  fli-st  year,  but 
only  ^17  a  month  during  tbe  last  tbvee  years. 
Going  West,  lie  invested  ^500,  whicli  he  hart 
saved  from  his  saliiry,  in  !and  located  in  tho  Big 
Blue  Valley,  and  it  was  in  that  way  that  he  se- 
cured his  start  in  life, 

Ui>on  returning  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Imhoff  made 
ins  home  with  Mr.  Rough  until  his  marnage. 
This  ini|>ortttnt  event  occurred  March  9, 1876.  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Ulsh,  who  was  born 
in  Perry  County,  Pa,,  the  daughter  of  Gcorj^e  and 
.Susannah  (Cauffman)  Ulsh.  During  1876  Mr. 
Imhoff  located  in  the  village  of  Buchanan,  where 
he  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  mercantile 
(sstahlishnientof  the  Berrien  County  Co-Operative 
Association.  Afterward  with  Rough  Bros,,  he 
formed  a  partnerehip  in  the  hardware  businessand 
continued  in  that  connection  for  a  period  of  six 
years,  when,  selling  out  his  interest  in  thai  store, 
he  embarked  in  the  lumber  and  sawmill  business. 
This  enterprise  has  grown  from  its  inception  until 
the  present  time,  mid  from  fifteen  thousand  to 
twenty-five  thousand  feet  of  lumber  are  turned 
out  daily.  In  addition  to  his  other  enterprises, 
Mr,  Imhoff  was  for  a  time  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business  at  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Imhofl's  property  inteixiSts  are  extensive 
and  valuable.  He  owns  two  business  blocks,  the 
postoillce  building  and  the  store  across  from  Ho- 
tel Earl.  In  Galien  Township  he  owns  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  constituting  a  well-improved 
farm,  and  embellisiied  with  a  substantial  new  resi- 
dence and  good  outbuildings.  The  Arm  of  Peck 
&  Imhoff  owns  more  than  twenty-eight  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Missouri,  where  Mr.  Imhoff's  saw- 
millls  located.  He  has  erected  in  Buchanan  ten 
residences,  which  be  has  sold  on  tlie  installment 
plan  of  payment.  The  residence  on  Detroit Sti'eet 
which  he  now  occupies  was  erected  in  1884  at  a 
cost  of  1(3,700. 

Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Imhoff,  namely:  William  B.,  Mary  A.,  Coi-a 
M.  and  George  E.  In  regard  to  social  relations 
Mr.  i  mhoff  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge 
No.  68,  the  Cliapter  and  Comniandery  at  Miles. 
He  is  also  actively  connected  with  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  holding  membership 


with  the  lodge  at  Buchanan.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat.  A  member  of  the  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion, he  aided  in  the  building  of  the  church  here 

and  has  served  as  its  Trustee  for  some  time. 


^^SAPH  WOODRUFF,  a  representative  pio- 
^  [l    "'*'^  settler  of  Berrien  County,   Mich.,  lo- 
11  ill    eating   in   Bainbridge   Township  in  1838, 
^0  has  during  these  many  years  been  closely 

identiQed  with  the  history  and  progressive  inter- 
ests of  his  home  locality  and  has  with  able  fidelity 
discharged  the  duties  of  public  oHice,  serving  for 
a  number  of  continuous  terms  as  Treasurer  of  the 
township.  Mr.  Woodruff  is  a  native  of  Broome 
County,  N,  Y.,  and,  born  in  the  year  1823,  was  but 
a  lad  when  with  liis  parents  he  emigrated  in  1838 
to  the  then  far  West  and  settled  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Michigan.  His  father  and  mother,  Levi 
and  Sophia  (Spaulding)  Woodruff,  were  of  New 
England  birth,  the  father  having  Ijeen  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  the  mother  in  Vermont.  The  |«i- 
ternal  grandfather,  Pbilo  Woodruff,  was  undoubt- 
edly a  native  of  Connecticut,  but  the  family  are 
of  Welsh  descent,  three  brothere,  David,  Simeon 
and  Phito,  emigrating  from  Wales  to  America  in 
the  early  Colonial  days.  They  settled  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  and  in  tlieir  new  home  the  brothers  changed 
the  name  of  Forester,  which  they  had  borne  in 
Wales,  to  that  of  Woodruff. 

The  pnterna!  grandf.ither  of  our  subject,  Philo 
Woodruff,  a  true  patriot,  served  with  courage  and 
distinction  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  was 
with  AVashington  when  Burgoyne  surrendered. 
Previous  to  his  marriage  with  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  the  father  had  wedded  Miss  Lois  Rossiter, 
who  lived  to  become  the  mother  of  six  children: 
Newton,  Philo,  Morgan,  David,  Harriet  and  Mor- 
gan. Asap!)  Woodruff  was  the  eldest  child  of  Sophia 
(Spaulding)  Woodruff,  and  following  him  came 
Simeon,  Lois,  and  Henry,  now  a  resident  of  Water- 
vliet  Having  attained  to  manhood,  our  subject 
was  in  18.'>9  united  in  mairiagc  with  Miss  Sarah 
Woodruff,  a  native  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  a 
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daugliter  of  Willi:un  Woodruff,  born  in  Utclifleld, 
Conn.,  i>iit  liilcr  a  iiionouof  jMicliignn,  iocating  in 
1834  in  the  Sttitu.  Mr.  antf  Mrs.  Asat>h  Woodruff 
ix38ided  upon  tlie  old  ll.iiii bridge  Township  home- 
stead until  1888,  when  tliey  rcniovi;(l  to  llenton 
Townsliip,  And  settled  upon  tlieir  line  farm,  one 
and  a~lialf  miles  from  Bentoii  Harbor.  Four  sons 
iind  &  daughter  blcst^ed  the  iiome:  William,  a  res- 
ident of  Norfolk,  Neb.;  Robert;  Daisy;  John,  a 
resident  of  Oregon;  and   Ralph,  who  died  in  in- 

Our  subject,  with  energetic  industry  and  native 
ability, steadily  winning  his  way  upward,  met  and 
overcame  many  trials  and  privations  incidental  to 
pioneer  days.  Associated  with  all  public  movements 
of  his  locality,  lie  voted  at  the  first  election  of  the 
township,  and  is,  as  have  been  all  his  people  since 
the  formation  of  the  party,  a  stanch  Republican. 
A  brother,  Newton  Woodruff,  served  one  term  in 
the  Legislature, asdid  his  son  A.  N.,  of  Watervliet. 
Aside  from  his  oUice  as  Treasurer,  our  subject  has 
held  other  positions  of  trust,  and  for  fifty-live 
yeai-s  lias  been  a  leading  factor  in  the  develop- 
ment and  growth  of  enterprise  in  Iterrien  County. 
He  and  his  entire  family  contribute  to  the  main- 
tenance of  religious  orjranizations.  Mr.  Woodruff 
is  a  heliever  in  the  tenets  of  the  Swedenborgian 
Cliui-ch,  but  not  a  member,  and  his  wife  is  a  valued 
laboi-er  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  both  are 
active  in  good  works.  Possessing  a  wide  aciiuaint- 
jince,  their  lives  have  been  crowned  with  the  high 
regard  of  all  who  know  them,  and  in  the  evening 
of  tlieir  days  they  may  with  pleasure  review  the 
s  of  their  well-spent  lives. 


t«(!i^M^ 


PANIEL  LYLE.  Of  the  many  citizens  who 
have  added  to  the  fame  of  Dowagiac,  per- 
lia[is  none  has  gained  a  rejiutation  more 
enviable  or  a  (Kisitiou  more  I'enuwued  than  the 
gentleman  with  whose  name  this  sketch  is  intro- 
duced and  who  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most 
eminent  men  of  Cass  County.  Mr.  Lyle  was  boni 
in  Cornwall  County,  England,  .July  25,  1830,  and 
was  the  son   of  .'ohn  and  Mary  (Marshall)  Lyle. 


His  father  came  to  America  in  1832  and  for  about 
four  yeai-s  thereafter  made  his  home  in  York  Mills, 
N.  Y.  In  1836  he  came  to  Michigan  and  entered 
land  of  the  Government  near  Paw  Paw,  becoming 
one  of  the  pioneereof  Van  IJuren  County,  and  con- 
ducting farming  pursuits  for  many  years.  Retir- 
ing from  active  business  in  1855,  he  removed  to 
the  village  of  Paw  Paw,  dying  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  Mrs,  Russel  Parker,  December  4, 
1869,  aged  seventy-six  years.  His  wife  died  Jan- 
uary 23,  1877,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  By 
industry  and  perseverance  he  succeeded  in  ac- 
cumulating considerable  properly,  and  was  num- 
bered among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  county. 
Of  his  eleven  chiklren,  one  died  prior  to  the 
emigration  of  the  family  to  America.  Ten  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  seven  are  still 
living. 

A  child  of  two  years  when  his  father  emigrated 
to  Ajnerica,  Daniel  Lyle  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Van  Bui'en  County  and  received 
his  education  in  the  old  log  schoolbousc  near  Paw 
Paw.  At  the  age  ot  twenty-one  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  learn  the  trade  of  a  harnessniaker,  at 
which  he  worked  both  in  fichoolcraft  and  Kala- 
mazoo. About  1853  he  came  to  Dowagiac  and 
embarked  in  business  as  a  harness  manufacturer. 
(^>n  the  22d  of  December,  1853,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Adam  Michael,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  who  moved  thence  about  1830  and  lirst  set- 
tled in  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County.  From 
that  township  he  removed  to  Berrien  Township, 
Berrien  County,  where  he  entered  land  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  established  a  pleasant  home.  He  had 
a  family  of  nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, andof  the  number  six  are  now  living.  Adam 
Michael  passed  away  in  August,  1838,  and  his  wife 
died  in  1854.  Mrs.  Lyle  was  born  January  2, 
1830,  and  was  i-cared  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Berrien  County. 

A  short  time  after  coming  to  Dowagiac,  Mr. 
Lyle  added  to  his  harness  business  a  stock  of  boots 
and  shoes  and  conducted  a  profitable  trade  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  George.  In  1865,  in 
partnership  with  Joseph  Rogers,  lie  established  the 
Lyle  ife  Rogers  liank,  which  enjoyed  the  distinc- 
tion  of  being   the  first  bank  ever  established  in 
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Dowagiae.  Between  the  years  1865  and  1869  the 
Fust  National  Bank  had  been  organized,  anH  upon 
the  dissolution  of  the  firm  of  l,ylc  &  Rogers,  in  the 
last-named  year,  Mr.  Lvie  bought  out  the  First 
National  Bank  .ind  operated  it  until  its  charter 
expired,  in  1883.  It  then  became  a  private  hank 
and  was  oiJcrated  as  such  under  the  name  of  D. 
Lyte  &  Co.  until  the  deatli  of  Mr.  Lyie,  which 
occuried  January  13,  1887. 

Various  other  prominent  enterprises  in  Dowagiae 
received  the  cordial  support  of  Mr.  Lyle.  lie  was 
Treasurer  of  the  village  from  1861  to  1863,  and 
President  from  1863  to  1865,  also  one  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  and  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  same.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Dewey,  Detendorf  &  Lyle,  the 
leading  dry-goods  firm  in  Dowagiae.  For  twenty- 
one  yeai-s  he  served  as  Treasurer  ot  the  Itoai'd  of 
Kducation,  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  organizers 
and  the  first  President  of  the  Union  Fair  Associa- 
tion. He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  Dowagiae 
Manufacturing  Company,  organized  in  1 881  for  the 
manufacture  of  grain  drills,  etc.,  and  was  Treasurer 
of  the  company  from  the  time  of  its  organization 
until  his  death.  In  his  religious  connections,  lie 
was  identiiied  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  a  Trustee  in  that  denomination  over 
twenty  years  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  its  sup- 
port, lie  served  for  many  years  as  a  Director  of 
the  Paw  Paw  Savings  Bank.  His  landed  jKisses- 
sions  were  extensive,  including  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  in  Jieeler  Township,  Van  Buren  County, 
as  well  as  eight  hundred  acres  in  Dakota.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Lyle,  Fulton  &  Palinei-, 
operators  of  the  woolen  mill  at  La  Grange,  this 
county. 

In  every  sense  of  the  word,  Daniel  Lyle  was  a 
self-made  man.  He  started  in  life  poor,  but  by 
hard  work  and  perseverance  he  became  one  of  the 
most  prominent  men  in  western  Michigan.  In 
(Ktlitics  he  was  a  Democrat  and  was  the  recipient 
of  many  honors  from  the  leaders  of  the  party.  At 
his  death  lie  left  two  eliildren.  Frank  and  C.Eugene, 
both  of  whom  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume,  and  who  are  among  Uie  leading  business 
men  of  Dowagiae.  At  the  death  of  a  brother  and 
his     wife,    our    subject    look    their    daughter    M. 


Anna  into  his  family,  where  she  has  since  made  her 
home.  In  1878,  in  company  with  Mr.  Keith,  of 
Chicago,  and  Mr.  Studebaker,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Lyle 
visited  the  place  of  his  birth  in  England  and  spent- 
several  months  traveling  through  Great  Britain 
and  the  conlineul. 

His  ])arents  lieing  in  humble  circumstances, 
Daniel  Lyle  started  in  life  with  no  fortune  save 
his  industry  and  uncompromising  integrity.  His 
habits  were  his  friends.  He  had  superior  judg- 
ment and  a  rare  knowledge  of  human  nature.  He 
was  very  kind  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  com- 
manded the  confidence  of  all  just  men.  As  a 
citizen  he  was  on  the  right  side  of  alt  moral  ((ues- 
tions  and  gave  his  influence  toward  the  suppression 
of  intemperance  and  every  form  of  vice.  He  was 
of  pure  life,  unostentatious  and  modest  in  all  he 
did.  As  a  neighbor  he  was  kind  and  obliging,  and 
AS  a  friend  he  was  considerate  and  faithful,  lie- 
meinbering  his  own  early  struggles,  he  was  ever 
ready  to  give  a  helping  hand  from  his  abundant 
means  to  worthy  young  men  trying  to  get  a  f<iot- 
hold  in  the  business  world,  and  many  there  are 
to-day  who  can  trace  their  success  to  his  timely 
aid.  Ue  was  a  genial  companion,  and  will  ever 
be  remembered  by  those  who  were  his  intimate 
personal  friends.  He  was  a  Christian  gentleman, 
broad  and  catholic  in  his  views.  Altliongh  he  left  u 
large  fortune,  made  bj'  his  own  industry  and  good 
judgment,  he  left  what  is  still  better,  the  legacy 
of  a  well-spent  life  and   untarnished  reputation. 


Jp&i  ANIEL  HARRIS  came  to  Berrien  County, 
IJI  Mich.,  in  1853,  and  was  one  of  the  true 
!^  patriots  who  yielded  up  their  lives  in  their 
country's  service  during  the  Civil  War. 
Mr.  Harris  was  born  in  Vermont  tn  1833  and  was 
a  son  of  Ki>eec  and  Prudy  (Pratt)  Harris,  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  amid  the  rugged  hills  the  son 
grew  to  manliood,  attending  the  nearest  district 
school  and  assisting  with  the  agriculturai  cares  o^ 
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the  homestead.  Mr.  Harris  remained  with  his 
{Mkrents  until  eighteen  years  of  age  and  then 
hoiiglit  his  time  oF  his  father,  giving  him  fur  the 
next  three  years'  preeious  lahor  $100.  Our  sub- 
ject hegsin  life  for  himself  hy  working  out  by  the 
niontli  for  one  year.  When  only  nineteen  yeara 
old  lie  rented  his  father's  f.irm,  and  a  twelvemonth 
Inter  entered   into  the  bonds  of  matrimony. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Harris  learned  the  blaek- 
sniilli  trade  and  combined  black sm i thing  and 
farming.  In  December  of  1863  he  emigrated  to 
Midiigan  andiiiriving  in  Beiiien  Countj  selected 
(iiiiieri  Township  is  his  future  Lome  He  at  once 
located  on  the  fiim  now  owned  bj  ins  widow 
The  homestead  contiined  forty  acres  of  feitile  and 
valuable  land,  and  aftei  taking  possession  of  it 
our  subject  demoted  himself  entirely  to  the  tilling 
of  the  soil.  He  was  a  thoroughly  upright  man 
and  a  member  of  the  Christian  Chuich  Politicalh, 
he  was  a  Republican, 

In  1862,  Daniel  Harris  enlisted  in  Comimny  G, 
Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  with  his  reg- 
iment was  immediately  forwarded  to  the  seat  of 
war.  Upon  the  battletield  of  Petersbiirgh,  in 
August,  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  carried 
to  Libby  Prison,  where  he  remained  but  a  short 
time,  lieing  removed  thence  to  Andersonville 
Prison,  in  which  he  died  after  enduring  terrible 
suffering,  caused  mainly  by  starvation.  Thus 
passed  away  a  noble  and  courageous  man,  a  true 
American  citizen. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  widow  of  our  subject 
was  Lydia  Yaw.  This  estimable  lady  was  born  in 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  in  1836.  Her  parents  were 
Pardon  and  Sylvia  (Bliss)  Taw.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mi"s.  Harris  was  Moses  Yaw,  a  rep- 
resentative Vermont  farmer,  whose  wife  was  Lydia 
Jones.  Pardon  Yaw  was  born  on  the  old  Green 
Mountain  homestead  in  1791.  He  was  reared  on 
the  farm  and  carefully  trained  in  all  the  various 
duties  of  agriculture.  He  also  followed  the  car- 
penter's trade  and  grew  up  to  manhood  a  self-reli- 
ant and  energetic  man,  well  fitted  to  make  his  way 
in  life.  In  i-eligious  belief  he  was  broad  in  his 
views  and  was  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
Church.  He  was  a  strong  .iacksonian  Deraoci-at, 
ftud  ably  defended  his  political  convictions  with 


sound  argument.  He  married  in  early  life  and 
afterward  made  his  Itome  in  Massachusetts,  but 
Anally  returned  to  his  native  State.  He  died  in 
1855,  deeply  mourned  by  lifetime  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. The  maternal  great-grandfather  was 
Jacob  Bliss,  his  wife  being  Bethiah  Brown.  Mrs. 
Harris  waa  one  of  twenty  children,  sixteen  of 
whom  survived  to  mature  years.  Tliei-e  were 
neither  twins  nor  triplets  in  the  family  and  all  the 
sons  and  daughters  throve  under  the  fostering  care 
of  their  devoted  mother.  Mrs.  Harris  was  reared 
on  the  farm  and  received  her  education  in  the 
school  of  the  district.  Her  opportunities  for  study 
weie  ended  at  thirteen  and  at  sixteen  she  married. 
Sbt  has  three  children  left  by  the  husband  whose 
n)emoi>  is  revered  and  honored  by  hia  son  and 
daughters.  Seymour  B.  is  the  eldest-born;  Pru- 
dej  L  IS  the  wife  of  Hugh  H.  Hunter;  Emily  is 
married  to  John  A.  Hunter.  Mrs.  Hugh  B.  Hunter 
has  five  children:  Lola  V.,  Lloyd,  George,  How- 
ard,and  a  baby  not  named.  Mrs.  John  A.  Hunter 
has  one  son,  Harvey  B.  Mrs.  Harris  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Disciples  Church  and  with  her 
family  occupies  a  position  of  usefulness  and  influ- 


JOHN  11.  STUMP,  a  representative  farmer 
and  successful  horticulturist,  widely  known 
and  universally  rcsijected  for  his  sterling 
integrity  and  excellent  business  qualifica- 
cation.s,  has  for  thirty-eight  years  been  intimately 
associated  with  the  upward  growth  .and  history  of 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  for  this  length  of  time 
has  been  a  resident  of  his  fine  farm  located  upon 
section  4,  Sodus  Township.  Our  subject,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  was  born  in  Stark  County  May  3,  1840. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Nicholas  Stump,  a  man 
of  physical  endurance,  abihty  and  enterprise,  was 
among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Stark  County, 
where  the  father  of  our  subject,  John  Stump,  w»s 
likewise  born,  November  22,  1809.  The  paternal 
great-grandfather  emigrated  to  this  country  from 
Holland  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and,  a  mere  lad,  participated  courageously  in 
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tlie  scenes  of  those  troublous  days.  He  marriec) 
and  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  in  which 
part  of  the  Quaker  fitate  Grandfather  Nicholas 
Stump  was  born  May  13,  I77(>.  Later  in  life  mak- 
ing his  home  tn  Ohio,  he  there  reared  his  family 
iiiid  lived  to  see  a  second  ^enei'ation  rise  up 
around  him.  His  sou  John,  reared,  educated  aud 
uiarried  in  his  birthplace,  ramaiued  in  Ohio  until 
1854,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Sodns 
Township,  Mich.,  and  after  a  life  of  usefulness 
[)assed  away  October  26,  1864. 

The  mother  of  our  subjeot  was  Miss  Magdalene 
Hatleigh,  daughter  of  Peter  Ilafleigh,  of  Pennsyl- 
vauia,  and  an  early  liisident  of  the  Htate.  The  un- 
ion of  the  father  and  mother  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
John  IL,  the  tifth  child  in  order  of  birth,  was  about 
nfteeu  yCRvs  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his 
mother  to  their  Western  home  and  had  received  a 
fair  edueation  in  the  schools  of  Ohio.  The  father 
liaving  preceded  them  by  a  twelvemonth,  the 
family  joined  him  in  1855,  and  our  subject  at  once 
began  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  sawmill  which 
had  just  been  completed  by  John  Stump,  Sr. 
Within  a  year  the  mill  burned  down  and,  i-ebuilt, 
was  again  destroyed  by  lire  three  j'eare  lal«r.  At 
that  time  the  country  was  very  sparsely  settled, 
and  the  new-comei*s  enduixid  many  privations  aud 
struggled  with  many  difficulties,  finally  overcome 
with  unvarying  toil  and  cheerful  industry.  The 
father  having  purchased  a  section  of  land,  Mr, 
^Stump  assisted  in  clearing  and  improving  the 
homestead,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate,  aud 
by  the  deatli  of  John,  Sr.,  receiving  the  home  place 
as  his  inheritance,  he  has  since  remained  upon  the 
fertile  acres,  annually  yielding  a  bounteous  har- 

The  valuable  farm  is  devoted  mainly  to  tlie 
culture  of  fruit  and  produces  fine  crops  of  black- 
berries, raspberries,  strawberries  and  melons.  Our 
subject  was  married  in  1862,  and  has  two  daugh- 
ters, Clara  May  and  Lillian.  Clara,  a  highly  suc- 
cessful teacher,  has  been  located  in  Nebraska  four 
years.  Lillian  remains  with  her  father  upon  the 
old  homestead.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Stump  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.. 
at  Benton  Harbor,  and  is  also  connected  with  Ben- 


ton Harbor  Lodge  No,  132,  I.  O.  0.  F.  He  is,  as 
were  his  revered  parents,  a  devout  member  of  the 
Church  of  God  and  is  an  earnest  Christian  man. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  ever  been 
faithful  to  the  party,  casting  his  vote  afways  for 
its  candidate.  An  excellent  neighbor  and  true 
friend,  he  enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a 
wide  circle  of  ohi-time  awiuaintanees  and  fellow- 


^^AMUEL  HKSS,  an  influential  citizen  of 
^^^  Three  Oaks,and  one  of  the  prominent  farm- 
^J/j|  el's  of  Rerrien  County,  was  born  in  Swit- 
zerland on  New  Year's  Day,  1832.  His 
father,  John  L.,  was  born  in  the  Canton  of  Schaff- 
liausen,  northern  Switzerland,  February  18,  1809, 
and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  place, 
where  he  married  Miss  t^Iizabcth  Peier.  This 
lady  was  likewioc  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  died 
leaving  two  children,  Samuel  and  John,  the  latter 
being  a  resident  of  LaPorte.  Ind,  Tlie  second 
marriage  of  John  L.  Hess  united  him  with  Miss 
Magdalena  Uusi,  their  union  tieing  a  childless  one. 
In  1851  the  senior  Mr.  Hess  emigrated  to  Aiuer- 
iea  and  sojourned  for  a  time  in  Lewisburg,  Pa., 
whence  he  removed  to  Chicago.  Later  he  went  to 
Blue  Island,  11!.,  and  was  employed  on  the  railroad 
for  about  six  months,  coming  from  that  place  to 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  locating  in  Three  Oaks 
Township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  engaged 
in  farming.  lie  remained  on  that  i)lac«  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  SeptemlKirS,  1888.  He  had 
been  a  successful  farmer,  having  cleared  a  tract  of 
sixty-five  acres  and  converted  it  into  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Tliree  Oaks  Township.  While  in 
Switzerland  he  served  in  the  militia  and  w.is  for 
ten  years  in  the  artillery.  After  emigrating  to 
the  United  States,  he  adopted  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  remained  faithful  to  tliat 
political  organization  as  long  as  he  lived.  In  his 
religious  connections  lie  was  ideutifled  with  the 
German  Lutheran  Church, 
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At  t!ie  time  of  emigmtiiig  to  America  tlie  suh- 
ject  of  tills  sketch  was  iiinetucn  years  of  age.  In 
the  01(1  Country  lie  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoe- 
maker, at  wliieh  he  was  oinplojotl  in  I^wisburg, 
Pa.,  Chicago  and  ISlue  Jshind,  III.  When  iiis  fa- 
ttier cnnie  to  llerrien  County  ho  accompanied  him 
liither,  but  after  a  sojotirn  of  one  year  returned  to 
liiue  Island,  where  he  stayed  for  twelve  months. 
From  that  place  he  went  to  Nilcs,  where  lie  re- 
mained until  October,  and  from  tlioro  came  to 
Three  Oaks  and  established  a  shop,  which  he  con- 
ducted until  the  fall  of  1868.  During  that  year 
lie  was  elected  Treasurer  of  lierrien  County,  and 
soon  afterward  entered  upon  the  duties  of  that 
(Kisition,  which  lie  held  for  a  period  of  six  years, 
being  twice  re-elected  and  serving  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  universal  f^atisfactioR  of  the 
people.  Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  olHcu 
he  returned  to  Three  Oaks,  whore  he  emliarked  in 
the  boot  aad  shoe  business,  establishing  a  store, 
which  lie  conducted  until  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  in 
April,  1877,  forced  him  to  retire.  A  few  months 
later  he  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he  now 
resides  and  which  consists  of  ninety  acres  of  well- 
irapi-oved  land.  In  addition  to  this  pro|>cvty  he 
owns  the  old  homestead,  comprising  sixty-five 
acres  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation. 

At  New  ISuffalo,  Midi.,  on  the  1  Itli  of  .Septem- 
ber, I85C,  Mr.  Iless  married  Miss  Minerva  K. 
Plimpton,  a  native  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  liev.  Rillings  Plimpton,  a  native  of  Massn- 
uhusetts,  and  a  prominent  minister  in  the  Meth- 
odist Chuith.  Five  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Henry  L.  is 
engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business  at 
Three  Oaks.  Charles  0.  is  the  owner  of  a  meat 
market  at  this  place,  in  partnership  with  Joiin 
Itiirkart.  John  M.  is  a  salesman  for  a  Chicago 
house.  Anna  E.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  W.  Welts, 
Principal  of  the  schools  at  Concord,  Jackson 
County,  Mich.  ISaniuel  W.,  on  New  Year's  I>ai', 
1B92,  went  out  hunting  with  two  otiier  hoys,  by 
one  of  whom  he  was  accidentally  shot  and  killed, 
at  the  time  lacking  only  a  few  days  of  boing 
eighteen  years  old. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Iless  is  a  Repub- 
lican.    He  has  served  as  Constable,  Town  Clerk, 


Supervisor  for  three  terms,  TownSliip  Treasurer 
for  two  terms,  member  of  the  Scliool  Roard,  County 
Treasurer  for  tlii'ce  terms,  and  has  also  olticiatcd 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  continuously  since  1862, 
with  the  exception  of  the  time  when  lie  was  Treas- 
urer. His  interest  in  politics  has  alwaj'S  been  ac- 
tive, and  lie  lias  frequently  been  chosen  to  repre- 
sent his  party  in  the  Congressional  and  county  con- 
ventions. In  his  social  connections  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  prominent 
member  of  llio  lodge  at  Three  Oaks. 


4^5^=-- 


^^  P.  WADSWORTII,  a  progressive  citizen 
^^^  of  lierrien  County  and  a  succ-essful  fruit- 
lft#\3)  grower  (if  St.  Joseph  Township,  is  a  native 
-"^  of  New  York  SUito,  having  Iweii  born  in 
Madison  County' June  11,  I81H.  The  family  of 
which  he  is  an  honored  member  was  founded  in 
America  twelve  years  after  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  at  which  time  two  brothers  of 
that  name,  William  and  Thomas,  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  William  settling  in  East  Hartfoi-d, 
Conn.,  and  Thomas  establishing  his  home  in  New 
[lampsliirc.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Tliomas  Wadsworth,  was  a  native  of  East 
Hartford,  Conn.,  whei-e  he  marrie<l  and  reared  a 

David  Wadsworlb,  father  of  onr  subject,  was 
born  in  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared 
and  in  his  childhood  attended  the  schools  of  the 
place.  At  the  age  of  about  fifteen  yearsheshipi>ed 
as  a  sailor  on  a  whaling- vessel  and  visited  the 
principal  ports  of  the  worhl,  in  that  way  gaining 
a  pi-actical  knowledge  of  the  different  nations  and 
tlie  customs  of  the  i>coplo.  Heturning  to  the  home 
of  his  birth,  he  married  Miss  Clarissa  Porter,  whose 
paternal  ancestors  were  among  the  moat  substan- 
tial citizens  of  Connecticut,  many  of  them  having 
been  ministers  of  the  GoS|jel. 

After  his  marriage,  David  Wadsworth  removed 
to  New  York  State  in  the  opening  year  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  and  made  settlement  in  Hamilton, 
Madison  County.     In  his  removal  thither,  he  had 
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been  accompanied  by  three  brotliers,  Timothy, 
Thomas  and  Moses,  wbo  settled  within  three  miles 
of  Utica.  In  1835  Mr.  Wadsworth  removed  to 
Geneseo  County,  and  there  purchased  land,  but 
had  made  his  home  upon  the  place  only  a  short 
time  when  he  was  called  from  earth,  in  1839.  He 
was  a  man  possessing'  many  noble  and  manly  traits 
of  character  and  was  highly  regarded  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  his  political  sympathies,  lie  was  a 
Whig,  and  continued  to  vote  the  ticket  of  that 
party  throughout  hia  entire  life.  One  of  hiscous- 
ins,  Gen.  Wadsworth,  of  Geneseo,  N.  Y.,  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  he  also  had  a  son,  James, 
who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union  during 
the  late  war  and  was  killed  in  active  service. 

Unto  the  union  of  David  and  Clarissa  Wads- 
worth there  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  nine 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood  and  four  arc 
now  living,  namely:  Norman,  who  is  a  tanner  re- 
siding on  the  Rock  River  in  Illinois,  and  isatpres- 
ent  (1893)  eighty-three  yeai-s  old;  Leander,  a  resi- 
dent of  Macomb  County,  Micb.,  and  seventy-three 
years  of  age;  Clarissa,  who  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject;  and  S.  P.,  of  this  sketch.  The  latter 
spent  his  boyhood  years  in  Madison  County,  N,  T., 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  removed  to  Geneseo 
County,  the  same  State,  where  he  attained  the 
vigor  of  fully  developed  manhood. 

The  lady  who  in  1840  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Wadsworth  was  known  by  the  maiden  name  of 
Sarah  Boyce,  and  was  born  in  1819.  Their  des- 
tinies united,  the  young  couple  resided  in  Gene- 
seo County,  N.  Y.,  until  about  1859,  Mr.  Wads- 
worth working  meantime  at  fanning,  carpenter- 
ing and  operating  a  gristmill.  During  the  year 
above  named  he  removed  to  Benton  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  unimproved  land.  He  devoted  his  time 
to  the  clearing  and  cultivating  of  this  property, 
and  made  his  home  there  for  seven  yeai-s.  Re- 
moving to  Sterling,  111.,  he  resided  for  three  years 
and  carried  on  a  good  business  as  a  furniture 
dealer.  In  1870  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  Ho  and  Iiis  wife  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Frank- 
lin, who  died  at  the  age  of  abouteigliteen  months; 
Hester,  the  wife  of   Rufus  Goodell,  a  resident  of 


St.  Joseph  Township,  Bcn-ien  County;  and  Edward, 
who  makes  his  home  in  the  same  township. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Wadsworth  was  the  owner  of 
twenty-eight  acres  of  fruit  land,  but  he  has  di- 
vided his  property,  retaining  in  his  own  name 
only  nine  acres.  Here  he  engages  successfully  in 
raising  peaches,  grapes  and  apples,  although  a 
large  portion  of  the  property  is  rented  to  otiiei's, 
Mr.  Wadsworth  thereby  deriving  a  good  income. 
During  war  times  be  was  an  Abolitionist  and  had 
the  courage  of  his  convictions  at  a  time  when  the 
expression  of  one's  sentiments  often  meant  deadly 
peril,  if  not  death.  In  early  life  he  had  been  a 
Whig,  and  later  affiliated  with  the  Ue publicans,  but 
at  the  present  time  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the 
platform  of  the  Prohibition  party.  During  his 
residence  in  Iowa  he  served  as  JusUceof  the  Peace. 
He  was  agent  for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railroad  at  Fairfax,  Iowa.  lie  and  liis  wife  are 
identified  with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he 
is  serving  as  one  of  the  Deacons. 


?--*#i^B»-»-i«-«^i#i=^ ' 


ytelLLIAM  KROHNE,  residing  upon  section 
'  14,  Pipestone  Township,  Berrien  County, 
\)f^  Mich.,  a  leading  citizen  and  extensive  and 
successful  general  agriculturist,  has  for  a  numher 
of  years  been  actively  identified  with  the  pro- 
gressive interests  and  ofllcial  work  of  his  locality. 
A  man  of  sterling  character  and  executive  ability, 
he  has  discharged  with  tidelily  the  duties  of  vari- 
ous positions  of  trust,  and  is  now  serving  with  ef- 
ficiency as  Supervisor.  Our  subject,  a  young  man 
of  energetic  enterprise,  was  born  upon  the  home- 
stead, where  he  now  cultivates  the  fertile  soil,  Jan- 
uary 4,  1868.  His  parents,  William  and  Angeliue 
(First)  Krobne,  were  both  natives  of  Germany, 
where  they  spent  their  early  years,  the  Krohne 
and  First  families  both  later  emigrating  from  the 
Old  Country  to  the  United  States  and  settling  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In  that  city  tlie  father  and  mo- 
ther received  their  schooling,  and,  growing  up  to 
manhood  and  womanhood,  were  married.  Tliey 
remained    in     Cincinnati    until    they   were  about 
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twenty  years  of  age  and  then  (lcci<Ie(!1  to  tiy  their 
foi'luiics  in  tlie  farther  Weslitnd  c^ame  to  Michigan, 
almost  I  mined  lately  locating  upon  the  oUl  Krohne 
farm. 

The  homestead  was  partially  cultivated  and  im- 
proved when  the  father  purchased  it,  hut  he  later 
built  a  residence  at  an  cxi>cnse  of  12.000  and 
erected  other  substantial  and  excellent  improve- 
ments. William  Krohne,  Sr.,  after  a  long  life  of 
busy  usefulness,  [tassed  away  in  1881,  mourned  by 
a  large  circle  of  old-time  friends  and  sorrowing 
relatives.  His  venerable  wife  still  survives.  The 
parents  were  both  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  the  father  w.as  ever  a  leader  in  ehureh 
work,  giving  liberally  m  support  of  his  denomina- 
tiun.  The  children  who  blessed  the  home  were 
sIk  ill  number,  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
iSophin,  the  wife  of  Sydney  Rector,  lives  in  Sodus 
Township  and  has  one  son;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife 
of  Lewis  Stevens,  of  Pijiestone  Township,  and 
has  one  son;  Vera,  the  wife  of  Fred  Kettlor, 
residing  in  Pi[)estone  Township,  has  no  children; 
William,  Warren  and  Henry  complete  the  list. 
The  father  was  n  gardener  in  Cincinnati,  and 
owned  four  highly -cultivated  aci-es  near  that 
city.  Two  hundred  acres  of  the  two  hundred 
nin\  sixty  acres  in  Pipestone  Township  are  finely 
cultivated,  and  a  ninety-acre  farm  in  Keeler 
Township  is  all  under  improvement.  Hard-work- 
ing and  a  thnfty  manager,  the  father  accuni- 
ulate<l  a  comfortable  competence  and  gave  his  chil- 
dren a  good  start  in  life. 

Our  subject  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming  oh  the 
old  place,  and  raises  an  excellent  grade  of  stock. 
Kducnted  in  the  common  schools  of  the  home  dis- 
ti'ict,  Mr.  Krohne  was  early  trained  to  assist  in  the 
daily  round  of  farming  duties,  and  at  the  death  of 
his  rallier,when  William  was  only  fourteen  years  of 
age,  he  ably  managed  the  farm.  Always  busy,  Mr. 
Krohne  has  yet  found  time  to  devote  to  public  af- 
fairs, and,  an  ardent  Republican,  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  both  local  and  National  issues.  He  has 
with  ability  represented  his  party  at  various  con- 
ventions and  has  faithfully  discharged  the  duties 
of  School  Inspector  of  Pipestone  Township,  and 
has  been  Treasurer  of  the  same.  As  Supervisor 
(or  a  number  of  terms, our  subject  has  materially 


aided  in  the  promotion  of  public  enterprise  and 
needed  improvements,  and  has  by  his  liberal  spirit 
and  intelligent  ability  won  the  high  regard  of  the 
entire  community  with  whom  he  has  been  associ- 
ated from  his  birth. 


ENJAMIN    F.  ENGLE.     This  well-known 

§  general  farmer  and  fruit-raiser  of  Cass 
County  has  a  comfortable  and  attractive 
home  on  section  3  of  La  Grange  Township, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  successful  fruit-growers  in 
the  State.  In  the  cultivation  of  fruits  he  has  met 
with  more  than  usual  success,  and  has  employed 
such  metliods  as  have  produced  the  best  results. 
He  has  made  of  his  chosen  occupation  a  science, 
and  is  well  read  in  everything  pertaining  thereto. 
Some  mention  of  tlie  ancestry  of  our  subject 
will  not  be  amiss.  His  grandfather,  John  Kngle, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  German  parentage, 
and  his  wife  was  of  Irish  exti-aetion.  The  grand- 
father was  for  many  years  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing, but  on  account  of  failing  in  business  he  af- 
ward  devoted  his  attention  to  general  farming.  In 
which  lie  continued  during  the  i-emaindcr  of  his 
life.  His  methods  of  tilling  tiie  soil  were  primi- 
tive, and  he  plowed  with  a  wooden  plow,  re^ijwd 
with  a  hand  sickle,  etc.  During  the  War  of  1812, 
he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  thelTnited  States,  and 
rendered  cllldent  service  as  a  soldier.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  the  following-named  children:  John, 
Mathias,  Bartle)',  Whitney,  Silas,  Lemon,  Ora  and 
Ann.  Hartley  became  .an  Episcopal  minister,  and 
was  for  many  years  [lastorof  thechui-ch  at  Indian- 
apolis. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Silas  Engle,  began  at 
an  early  age  to,  be  self-supporting.  He  purchased 
land  in  Allegany  Countj-,  N  .Y.,  where  for  a  num- 
ber of  yeai-s  lie  followed  farming  o]}erations. 
Later  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  and 
also  for  a  time  was  proprietor  of  an  hotel.  Alwut 
183C  lie  settled  in  the  village  of  Mt.  Morris,  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y..  where  he  spent  seven 
years.     Thence    he    came    to    Michigjtn    and  pur- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


382 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


cliased  land  in  Van  Bui-en  County,  devoting  liis 
atteotion  to  agriuulture  during  the  remainder  of 
liis  life.  While  residing  in  New  York  lie  took  a 
contract  to  bnild  a  part  of  the  Erie  Canal. 

Mr.  Engle  married  Miss  Mercy  Olverd,  andtliey 
became  tlie  pai-ents  of  seven  children;  Eliza,  who 
married  William  Bliss;  Polly,  deceased;  Ann,  the 
wife  of  Leonard  Tisdell;  Columbus;  Benjamin  F., 
Mathios  and  Allen.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1839,  and 
subsequently  Mr.  Engle  married  in  New  York 
Mrs.  Matilda  Burgess,  nee  Wilson.  One  child  was 
born  of  this  marriage,  Silas.  The  third  marriage 
of  Mr,  Engle  unit«d  him  with  Mrs.  Wilson,  who  is 
now  deceased.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Van  Buren 
County,  Mich.,  in  1879.  Politically,  be  was  first 
a  Whig,  and  later  afbliated  with  the  Eepublican 
party. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833,  and  I'cmained  at  home  un- 
til reaching  his  majority.  He  then  began  by  rent- 
ing land  and  farming  on  shares  for  five  ycai's,  be- 
ing thus  occupied  both  in  Van  Buren  and  Kala- 
mazoo Counties.  Eor  five  years  he  was  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Lawton,  Mich.,  and  from 
there  removed  to  Cass  County,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  in  La  Grange  Township,  and  at  once 
began  to  cut  the  brush  and  clear  the  place.  He 
began  not  only  witliout  capital,  but  with  an  in- 
cumbranc'C  of  J2,000  on  his  place.  Through  excel- 
lent management  he  has  not  only  paid  off  the  en- 
tire indebtedness  but  has  also  accumulated  a  liand- 
some  property,  being  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-three  acres,  the  most  of  which  has  been 
placed  under  improvement.  Here  he  engages  in 
the  raising  of  fruit  and  grain,  in  the  former  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  peaches,  pears,  cherries  and  other 
fruits.  He  has  probably  been  the  most  successful 
fruit-raiser  in  Cass  County,  and  richly  merits  the 
prosperity  which  he  now  enjoys.  The  frame  struc- 
ture which  stood  upon  his  place  has  been  convert- 
ed into  a  tenant  house,  and  the  family  now  occu- 
pies a  beautiful  brick  residence,  surrounded  by  a 
smooth  and  grassy  lawn,  witli  other  inviting  en- 
vironments. 

In  Van  Buren  County  Mr.  Engle  married  Miss 
M.  L,,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Betsy    (Burton) 


Elliott,  and  unto  them  were  born  five  children; 
Frank;  May,  the  wife  of  Nathan  Burnham;  llat- 
tie,  who  married  John  Bramer;  and  Silas  and 
Laura,  deceased.  In  his  political  afliliations,  Mr. 
Engle  works  with  the  Republican  party,  and  uni- 
formly votes  that  ticket.  Socially,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  at 
Dowagiac.  He  and  liis  estimable  wife  are  active 
workers  in  the  Methodist  Kpiscojial  Church,  and 
are  prominent  in  social  circles  of  the  communitj-. 
His  son  Frank,  who  resides  at  home,  cultivates  the 
farm  and  relieves  him  of  many  of  the  anxieties 
and  cares  incident  to  its  management. 

Since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  he  has  twice  met  with  the  misfor- 
tune of  losing  everything  he  possessed.  Wliile 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  they  did  not  wholly  command 
his  entire  attention,  for  he  devoteil  five  years  to 
mercantile  business  in  Lawton,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Whitmanville  in  1865  and  engaged  in 
trade.  One  year  subsequently  he  removed  to  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  and  commenced  for 
the  third  time  to  build  himself  a  liomc,  being  at 
this  time  far  removed  from  the  bottom  round  of 
the  ladder  of  fortune.  In  addition  to  farming,  he 
devotes  much  attention  to  fruit-growing,  and  to 
this  latter  fact  he  is  indebted  for  his  financial  suc- 
cess. From  the  moment  misfoitune  ceased  to  fol- 
low iiim,  the  Latin  phrase,  Fortes ForHtna  Juvat,  is 
applicable  to  him. 


JjJOSEPH  DICKINSON,  born  February  2, 
I  1836,  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  tlie  State 
II  of  Michigan,  was  a  native  of  St  Joseph, 
V  and  a  son  of  Robert  Dickinson,  an  early 
settler  of  Berrien  County,  widely  known  as  a  cit- 
izen of  ability  and  integrity  of  chai-acter.  The 
father  was  but  a  young  man  when  he  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  and  made  his  home  in  the  then  far 
Western  State.  By  birtli  an  Englishman,  he  had 
iveeivcd  a  good  substantial  education  in  the 
Queen's  dominions  and  came  to  the  New   World 
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full  <if  energy  nnd  hope.  The  good  mother  of 
our  subject,  Mi-s.  Siisaniiiili  Dickinson,  bore  live 
children,  of  wliom  Joseph  was  the  eldest.  Tiie 
others  in  the  order  of  their  birth  wore  Kliza,  Mrs. 
Ch.tries  11.  Farnum;  Susan,  <ieceased;  Sarah;  and 
Arthur.  Joseph  Dickinson,  reared  upon  the  farm 
of  his  parents,  was  trained  to  the  daily  round  of 
ngricultural  duties,  and  also  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
Instruction  in  the  district  scliuols  of  the  home 
neighborhood.  An  eni-ncst,  capable  man,  liard- 
wui'king  and  enterprising,  he  reached  the  years  of 
maturity  and  began  the  struggle  of  life  for  him- 
self. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hannah  Davis,  and  with  his  wife  located  on  the 
old  homestead  where  his  widow  and  family  yet 
reside,  Tlireesons  and  two  daughters  blessed  with 
their  cheerful  presence  this  pleasant  homo.  George 
C,  the  eldest-born,  is  connected  by  business  with 
tlie  First  National  Bank  of  Benton  Harbor:  Fred, 
a  promising  lad,  died  at  the  ago  of  twelve  years; 
Stanley  manages  the  productive  farm;  Florence 
is  deceased,  and  Carrie  completes  the  family  circle. 
To  these  sons  and  daughteis  the  father  and  motlier 
exicnded  every  possible  advantage  for  an  educa- 
tion and  aided  them  to  well  fit  themselves  for  the 
battle  of  life.  George  is  a  graduate  of  the  business 
dc|)artment  of  the  Valparaiso  school.  Stanley  also 
completed  a  course  of  study  in  the  same  institu- 
tion and  graduated  with  an  excellent  record. 
Florence  has  a  talent  for  music  and  graduated 
from  the  musical  department  of  the  institute  at 
Benton  Harbor. 

Our  subject  survived  to  clear  seventy-five  acres 
of  his  farm  and  brought  the  land  up  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  Ever  anxious  to  provide  for 
the  comfort  and  well-being  of  bis  family,  he 
erected  the  substantial  and  commodious  buildings 
which  are  now  on  the  ppoi^erty.  He  was  a  devoted 
huslmnd  and  father,  and  in  all  the  relations  of 
life,  as  a  friend,  neighbor  and  citizen,  commanded 
the  esteem  and  high  regard  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  throughout  his  mature  years  was  an 
ettieient  Christian  worker.  His  estimable  wife,  his 
son  Stanley  and  his  daughter  Florence  are  aiso 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 


are  prominently  connected  with  ils  social  enter- 
prises. Politically,  Mr.  Dickinson  was  a  sturdy 
Republican  and,  at  various  times  elected  to  school 
oflices,  served  with  able  fidelity  and  to  the  great 
satisfaction  of  the  community  by  which  he  was 
surrounded.  In  all  mattei-s  pertaining  to  the  gen- 
eral good  be  was  especially  active,  and  was  a  true 
friend  to  local  progress  and  educational  advance- 
ment. 


PRED  N.  BONINE,  M.  D.,  a  resident 
elan  of  Nilcs,  is  one  of  the  nati 
citizens  of  Michigan,  in  whose  sue 


;RED  N.  BONINE,  M.  D.,  a  resident  pliysi- 
native-born 
igan,  in  whose  success  his 
fellow-citizens  take  just  pride.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  is  scarcely  thirty  years  old,  he  has 
atttined  to  a  position  of  prominence  in  the  medi- 
cal fraternity,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Niles,  who  have  watched  his  career  with 
interest  and  looked  forward  to  bis  future  with  the 
certain  belief  that  it  will  bestow  added  honors  to 
bis  fame.  By  travel  and  study  in  foreign  lands 
lie  lias  acquired  a  fund  of  information  concerning 
his  chosen  profession  which  is  both  broad  and 
deep.  He  is  especially  interested  in  diseases  of 
the  eye,  ear,  lungs  and  throat,  and  has  met  with 
success  in  their  treatment. 

Born  at  Niles  on  the  21st  of  October,  18C3,  our 
subject  attended  the  schools  of  this  place,  but  fin- 
ished bis  education  in  Freiburg,  Germany.  Af- 
terward be  entered  the  medical  department  of  tlie 
State  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,grad- 
uating  from  that  institution  in  1886.  lie  then 
returned  to  Europe  and  took  a  post-graduate 
course  at  London  and  Paris,  devoting  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  the  study  of  the  eye,  ear 
and  throat.  In  order  to  better  fit  himself  for  the 
work,  ho  m.ado  an  extended  trip,  visiting  Berlin, 
Vienna,  Egypt,  the  Soudan,  Palestine  and  South- 

Upon  his  return  from  Europe,  the  Doctor  re- 
sumed bis  professional  labors  at  Niles,  where  be 
baa  since  resided.  In  regard  to  social  connections, 
he  is  idenlillod  with  St.  .Joseph  Valley  Lodge 
No.  4,  A.  F.  &   A.  M.;  St.  Joseph  Valley  Chapter. 
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B.  A.  M.;  Niles  Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T.;  Niles 
Council  No.  1»,  R.  &  S.  M.;and  tlie  Grand  Rapids 
Consistory.  He  is  also  a  prominent  worker  among 
the  Knights  of  Pytliiaa.  His  marriage  occiin-ed  in 
1886,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Viva  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  Martlia  E.  (Finley)  Thomas, oC  Niles.  They 
arc  the  parents  of  ono  child,  a  daughter,  Natalie. 
Dr.  Boninc  is  Division  Surgeon  of  the  Micliigan 
Central  Railroad. 

We  would  regard  this  sketch  incomplete  were 
no  mention  made  of  the  honored  father  of  our 
subject,  who  for  yeara  was  closelj'  connected  with 
the  progress  of  Niles.  We  cannot  do  better  tlian 
to  quote  from  the  Niles  Datl^  Star,  of  December 
29,  1«92:  "  Evan  J.  Bonine  was  born  on  the  inth 
day  of  September,  1821,  at  Richmond,  Wayne 
County,  Ind.  His  parents  were  liberty-loving 
Quakers,  opposed  to  strife,  slavery  and  every  form 
of  oppression.  The  foundation  of  his  education 
was  laid  in  the  common  schools  of  Centrcvillc,  in 
the  same  county.  After  completing  his  ordinary 
studies,  he  remained  to  read  medicine  with  a  promi- 
nent physician  of  tliat  town,  where  he  was  brought 
into  intimate  association  with  such  original  a 
vigorous  thinkers  as  Oliver  1'.  Morton,  Ambrose 
E.  Burnside,  George  W.  Julian,  and  others  whose 
names  have  since  become  famous.  Later  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cir 

"In  1H44,  Dr.  Bonine  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mis."  Eveline  Beall,  and  for  nearly  a  half-century 
they  were  a  mutual  comfort  to  each  other.  Like 
:i  true  wife  she  divided  his  sorrows  and  doubled 
his  joys-  Hand  in  hand  they  passed  bravelj' 
through  the  dark  clouds  of  affliction,  and  heart 
to  heart  they  rejoiced  wlien  the  sunshine  of 
prosperity  attended  their  footsteps.  Soon  after 
tiieir  marriage  they  removed  to  Cassopolis,  Mich., 
where  the  Doctor  engaged  in  pmctice  until  1849, 
when,  with  his  brother-in-law,  Laban  H.irter,  he 
made  an  overland  trip  to  California.  He  returned 
in  1851  and  settled  in  Vandalia,  where  he  resumed 
his  practice  and  also  served  as  Postmaster.  In 
1858  he  removed  to  this  city  and  at  once  entered 
upon  a  large  and  successful  practice.  Prior  to  lo- 
cating here  he  had  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  Ix'gislature. 


'■  By  the  ajipointmcnt  of  President  Lincoln  in 
1862,  Dr.  Boninc  became  Surgeon  of  the  Second 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  for  a  time  was  Division 
Surgeon  and  Chief  Operator  of  the  Third  Division, 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  with  twenty  or  more  surgeons 
under  his  direction.  He  came  liome  to  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  Surgeon  of  the  Board  of  Enrollment 
for  the  Western  District  of  Michigan,  with  head- 
quarters at  Kalamazoo,  where  he  remained  until 
tlie  close  of  tlie  war.  In  1865  he  was  elected  to 
tiie  Legislature  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Two 
years  later  he  i-cprcsented  Berrien  County  in  the 
State  Senuto,  and  in  1869  he  was  returned  to  the 
Lower  House.  In  1873  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Postmaster  at  Niles  and  resigned  the  State 
otBce  to  accept  the  Federal,  which  he  retained  for 
twelve  yeai-s.  In  1868  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Chicago  Convention.  He  served  as  Mayor  of 
Niles  for  three  terms,  besides  filling  variousminor 
otflces  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
For  many  years  he  was  the  trusted  Surgeon  of  this 
division  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad. 

"Dr.  Bonine's  success  as  a  surgeon  was  phe- 
nomenal and  proves  that  surgeons  are  born,  not 
made,  and  a  fact  not  generally  known  may  help 
to  account  for  it  by  those  who  believe  that  talent 
is  transmitted  by  hereditary  descent.  The  i)lood 
that  flowed  in  his  veins  came  from  the  same  foun- 
tain (two  or  three  generations  back)  as  that  of  the 
Agnews  and  Pancoasts,  of  more  tlian  national  re- 
nown. Dr.  Bonine  wjus  constructed  after  Nature's 
grandest  pattern  from  his  heart  outward.  His 
magnilicent  physical  development,  rugged  con- 
stitution and  great  power  of  endurance  stood  him 
in  good  stead  during  his  fatiguing  rides  over  poor 
roads  by  day  and  night,  and  only  these  generous 
gifts  of  nature  enabled  him  to  endure  the  hard- 
ships and  exposures  incident  to  the  life  of  a  con- 
scientious army  surgeon.  We  are  told  that  when 
his  superior  olfieers  urged  him  to  take  needed  rest 
after  long  hours  of  labor  among  the  wounded  and 
dving,  assuring  him  that  younger  men  could  do 
the  work,  he  would  shake  tiicm  off  with  the  re- 
mark, 'No,  the  boys  and  their  friends  at  home  hold 
me    responsible.     Ilow    can    I    leave   the   duty  to 
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an<i  one  iniglit  think  with  sucb  an  eartliiy  record 
he  would  fear  naught  for  the  future.  But  it  will 
give  pleasure  to  his  friends  to  learn  that  long  be- 
fore he  was  confiued  to  his  bed,aud  when  his  mind 
was  alert  and  vigorous,  he  said  to  liis  friciids:  'I 
have  tried  to  do  something  to  make  the  world  bet- 
ter for  my  having  lived  in  it,  but  my  life  has  not 
been  what  it  should  have  been  aud  I  claim  no 
merit  of  ray  own;  my 'sole  trust  is  in  Chriat.'  For 
some  houi'S  before  his  death  his  tnind  was  clouded, 
but  as  the  last  hour  approached  he  realized  that 
he  was  dying.  Too  exhausted  to  speak,  he  gave  a 
look  of  fond  recognition  to  the  weeping  friends 
around  liim,  and  with  his  hands  clasped  in  tlieii's, 
his  breath  ceased  and  he  passed  away  without  a 
struggle  on  the  28th  of  December,  1892,  aged  sev- 
enly-one  years.  Mrs.  Uonine  and  an  only  son, 
Dr.  Fred  N.,  survive  him.'  " 


^^IIOMAS  C.  R0DREK8.  Prominent  among 
M^^j,  the  young  business  men  of  Cass  County 
^^^  stands  the  name  of  this  popular  citizen  of 
Summerville,  Pokagon  Township.  He  was  born 
July  13,  1853,  one  mile  west  of  Summerville,  on 
the  old  homestead  which  his  grandfather  had  en- 
tered from  the  Government  in  1828,  Elsewhere 
in  this  volume  appears  the  biographical  sketch  of 
his  [Kirenla,  Thomas  and  Sarah  Jane  (Rogei-s) 
Rodgei-s.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  the 
liome  farm  and  in  his  youth  was  tlie  recipient  of 
the  best  educational  advantages  afforded  by  Poka- 
gon Township, 

At  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  entered  the  flourishing  mill  business  at 
Summerville,  and  remained  thus  occupied  for  a 
number  of  years,  becoming  thoroughly  familiar 
with  tlie  work  in  all  its  details.  Finally,  however, 
he  abandoned  that  business  and  for  the  past  few 
yeara  he  has  given  his  attention  exclusively  to 
house-painting,  in  which  he  has  been  very  success- 
ful. He  has  steady  employment  during  the  entire 
year,  and  as  a  business  man  has  proved  himself  to 


be  prompt,  reliable  and  honorable,  possessing  good 
judgment  and  abilities  above  the  average. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Rod- 
gers  occurred  May  10,  1877,  at  which  lime  he  was 
united  in  mai-riage  with  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Julia  B.  (Drake)  Badger.  Mrs.  Rod- 
gers  was  born  in  Now  Jei'sey,  and  her  father  and 
mother  were  natives  respectively  of  England  and 
New  Jersey.  One  son,  Carl  A.,  has  been  born  to 
brighten  the  home  and  hearts  of  Mr.  Rodgers  and 
his  cultured  wife.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Pokagon  Township  and 
has  reached  the  Royal  Ai-ch  degree,  being  also  a 
member  of  the  latter  lodge  at  Dowagiac.  He  is 
prominent  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  afliliates  with  Crystal  Spring  Lodge  No. 
325. 

In  his  political  opinions,  Mr.  Rodgers  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  strong  supporter  of  his  party,  being 
one  of  the  leaders  in  its  ranks.  He  has  officiated 
in  many  positions  of  trust  and  restwnsibility  in 
the  community,  having  first  been  chosen  to  serve 
as  Constable,  later  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  afterward  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  positions  he  has  also  served  as  Census 
Enumerator  and  Notary  Public.  In  the  spring  of 
181)3  he  was  chosen  Supervisor  of  his  township, 
and  although  it  has  a  Democratic  majority  of 
twenty,  he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  sixteen 
votes.  He  gives  his  inlluence  to  all  measures  hav- 
ing for  their  object  the  promotion  of  the  village, 
morally,  socially  or  materially,  and  aids  so  far  as 
possible  all  public-spirited  and  progressive  enter- 
prises. 


iS  ftlLLIAM  L,  GARRA'rr,  M.  D.  It  gives 
\&/fl  us  great  pleasure  to  make  mention  of  this 
^p^  worthy  gentleman,  as  he  is  not  only  a 
prominent  physician,  but  a  good  citizen  of  Water- 
vliet,  Berrien  County.  Dr.  Garratt  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  August  22,  1840,  and  is  the 
son  of  Mott  and  Nancy  (French)  Garratt.  Isaac 
Garratt,  the  grandfather  of  oui-  subject,  was  born 
in   Dut<:hes5  County,  N.   Y,,  in  the  Colonial  days. 
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His  father  uame  fi-om  Ireland  find  setllod  in  Dutch- 
ess County  in  an  early  day,  and  llicre  reared  tight 
soiiH  and  two  daughters,  five  of  wlioni  lived  to  be 
over  ninety  years  old,  and  all  were  of  the  Quaker 
religion.  Prior  to  the  War  of  1812,  Isaae  Oar- 
ratt  moved  to  Prince  Edward  County,  Canada, 
and  settled  near  Pielon,  where  he  spent  the  rest 
of  his  days,  and  died  about  1845,  at  the  great  ago 
of  ninety  years.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Carman  in 
her  maiden  days,  and  proved  herself  a  faitliful 
companion  and  loving  mother. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  tlie  month 
of  September,  1787,  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  In 
liis  youth  he  was  pressed  into  service  in  the  War 
of  1812,  fighting  bravely  in  the  British  ranks,  but 
as  soon  as  he  came  from  tlie  war  he  went  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  settled  on  a  farm  and  im- 
mediately began  to  improve  it.  In  addition  to 
this  land  he  pui-chased  more,  and  in  time  was  the 
owner  of  two  or  three  good  farms.  In  politics. he 
was  formerly  a  Whig,  and  in  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  became  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  Our  subject's  father  was  married  three 
times^fli'St  to  a  Miss  Carman,  who  bora  him  thir- 
teen children,  nine  of  whom  reached  their  major- 
ity. The  niothei'  of  these  children  died  in  the 
State  of  Now  York  about  the  year  1834,  and  some 
time  after  Mr.  Garralt  married  Nancy  Strong,  a 
widow  with  thrcesons,  Lyman,  Luciusand  Cephas. 
By  her  second  marriage,  Mrs.  Strong  became  the 
motlier  of  five  childreii,  all  of  wliom  ara  still  liv- 
ing but  one.  They  are:  Rebecca,  George  W., 
Naomi  (how  Mrs.  Pierce),  and  William  L,,  and  all 
make  llieir  home  in  Watervliet.  The  mother  of 
the  above-named  children  died  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  February  22,  1852.  She  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetls,  her  birthplace  being  in  the  town 
of  Amherst.  She  was  born  in  1800,  and  was  tlie 
daughter  of  French  parents,  who  were  among  the 
early  pioneei-s  of  Massachusetts. 

Our  subject  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  par- 
ents until  ho  was  lifteen  yeai-sold,  in  the  mean  time 
gelling  all  the  education  that  ho  could.  On  reach- 
ing Ins  fifteenth  year,  William  started  in  life  for 
liimself  and  soon  found  employment  in  a  printing- 
<iHiLe,  beginning  with  Pomeroy  Tucker,  in  Pal- 
myra.,   N.    Y.,    on    the    Wayne    Democratic    Press. 


Kight  years  after,  Mr.  Garratt  began  tlic  study  of 
medicine,  Itul  had  Iwirely  started  when  tlie  Civil 
War  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted  January  1,  1864, 
in  Company  H,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artilleiy. 
He  was  immediately  transferred  to  the  hospital 
service  in  Washington  and  vicinity,  and  in  ISfiS 
was  discharged  ft.s  a  hospital  steward.  After  the 
horroi-s  of  war  were  over,  the  Do<!tor  attended 
lectures  at  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  in  the  win- 
tei-s  of  1866-67,  and  at  the  close  of  that  period 
went  to  Lyons,  Ohio,  where  he  formed  a  partner- 
sliip  with  Dr.  L.  D.  Hill.  Tliero  he  successfully 
practiced  for  lifteen  years,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1880  located  in  Watervliet,  where  he  has  since 
continued  pr.ictico,  with  the  exception  of  two  years' 
time  which  lie  spent  in  Ohio, 

Or.  Garratt  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  tlie  up- 
building of  the  town  of  Watervliet,  and  in  com- 
pany with  a  Mr.  I'ieree  erected  the  first  evapoiii- 
^ion  system  in  the  village  in  1887.  Politically, 
our  STihject  is  a  warm-hearted  Republican  and 
always  uses  his  infiuciice  in  that  (h'rection.  He 
attends  all  the  conventions  and  is  also  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  other 
societies. 

October  6,  1868,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Adelia  Parker,  a  native  of  West  Unity,  Ohio, 
and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  C.  and  Maria  (Wliite) 
Parker.  Dr.  Parker  was  born  in  New  York  and 
moved  to  Davon[x>rt,  Iowa,  in  1852.  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  formed  a  company,  over  which 
he  assumed  command,  but  resigned  before  reacli- 
ing  the  field,  and  died  soon  after.  His  widow  still 
survives,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Port.  She 
h.is  had  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. 

Mrs.  Garratt's  paternal  grandfather,  -lerred  C. 
Parker,  was  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  an  early  pioneer  of  Ohio.  Her  maternal  grand- 
father, William  P.  White,  was  born  in  the  same 
county  .and  was  a  captiin  in  the  militia  during  the 
late  war.  He  was  a  merehant  and  saddle-maker  in 
early  life  and  sui»sequently  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer.  He  was  twice  married,  lirat  to 
Mary  Pixiey,  who  Iwre  liim  one  child,  Maria;  and 
later  to  Polly  Iligbee,  who  became  the  mother 
of  two  sons,  Whitfield  and  Isaac. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  ANr  ISIOG  K APHIC AL  RECORD. 


389 


Onr  siibjecl  .ind  his  wife  arc  the  |)aieDti8  oflliree 
chilrtix-n:  Vixn  C.  Kdiia  L.  and  Lavcni.  Tliey 
were  hotli  aiitive  mcmbei-s  of  tlie  Kiiilist  CIuitoIi 
in  Davfent>ort,  Iowa,  and  since  tlieir  removal  to 
Michigan  have  bten  members  of  the  Congvega- 
tioiial  Church  in  this  village.  They  are  both  good 
workei-s  in  all  societies  connected  witUchui-ch  work 
and  aid  both  linanutalty  and  S])iritua1]y  in  the  up- 
building of  the  cause.  Dr.  Oarratt  is  widely  and 
favorably  known,  and  his  Sterling  worth  and  strict 
integrity  have  won  him  the  conlidence  and  the 
high  regard  of  nil  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 


tMt^^ 


fcATilAN  SKINNKU.  one  of  Porter's  lead- 
'  ing  eilii-xiis  and  a  proiiiiiient  farmer  of  the 
townsiiip,  wiis  boni  in  Perry  County,  Ohio, 
June  15,  lt(22.  His  [larents.  George  and  JIary 
(G(ioden)  .Skinner,  wei-c  both  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1781.  The  names  of  the  grandparents  are 
unknown  to  us,  as  is  also  the  origin  of  the  families. 
The  pai'euls  were  married  in  the  Keystone  State 
and  in  an  early  day  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
Perry  County,  and  later  eutering  one  thousand 
ncres  <if  laud  in  Sandusky  County.  The  mother 
died  on  the  24th  of  Si-ptember,  1831,  when  Nathan 
was  a  child  of  nine  yeare;  the  father  jiussecl  away 
on  the  25th  of  Sejitemlier,  1838. 

The  {tarentttl  family  consisted  of  twelve  chil- 
dien:  Rlioda,  who  was  horn  on  the  26th  of  April, 
J800,  married  William  Black  and  reared  a  family 
of  six  children  in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio;  she 
died  in  the  spring  of  1890,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years,  having  been  a  widow  during  the  last  forty- 
one  years  of  her  life.  David,  whose  birth  ocoun-ed 
on  the  ITth  of  February,  1802,  married  Abigail 
Bulla  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  later  moved  to  Del- 
aware County,  the  same  State,  and  died  in  Van 
Wi'vt  County,  Ohio,  in  November,  1879;  he  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Fanny 
was  born  October  5,  1803,  and  died  October  15. 
1818,  at  the  age  yf   liftmen  years.     Klizalreth   was 


born  October  1,  1805,  and  died  on  Christmas  Day, 
1824.  John,  who  was  born  December  7,  1807, 
married  Hannah  Brown  on  the  12th  of  July,  1828, 
and  went  to  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  in  1845, 
whei-e  he  died  Mai-eh  6,  1888.  Ills  wife  h.ad  passed 
away  thirteen  years  prior  to  his  demise.  They 
had  four  daughters  and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  are 
living  with  the  exception  of  one  son.  Jane  was 
l>orn  March  21,  1810,  and  died  August  1,  1825. 
Rebecca,  who  was  horn  April  22,  1812,  married 
Samuel  Black  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  and  later 
went  to  Sandusky  County,  where  Mr.  Blat.'k  died 
April  1,  1846.  She  afterward  married  Hugh  Fur- 
geson,  of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  removed  to 
Illinois,  where  she  died  April  G,  188'J.  Samuel, 
whose  birth  occuned  on  the  lOlh  of  May,  1814, 
married  twice  and  had  one  son  and  nine  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  are  living  and  have  taiuilies, 
there  being  at  this  time  one  hundred  and  ten  de- 
seendants.  Samuel  is  a  wealthy  retired  farmer  re- 
siding in  Fremont,  Ohio.  George,  who  was  born 
August  22,  1 81G,  married  Klizabeth  Kimes  in  1840, 
and  lives  in  Williams  Coimty,  Ohio,  whci-e  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming;  he  lost  two  sons  in  the 
late  war.  Aaron,  who  was  Ijorn  Se|)tondH;r  20, 
1819,  married  Elizabeth  Fiekel  and  settled  in  Kff- 
inghani  County,  ill.,  where  he  follows  agrieultunil 
pursuits.  The  next  in  order  of  birth  Is  the  snb- 
juct  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  J<nie  15,  1822. 
Mary  Ann,  born  June  13,  1825,  married  John  W. 
Walter  in  Sandusky  County,  in  September,  1845, 
and  died  in  Tillin,  Ohio,  Oetoter  6,  1865,  having 
become  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  one  daugliUir. 

In  his  early  life  Nathan  Skinner  had  but  meagre 
advantages  for  obtaining  an  education,  as  his  par- 
ents died  when  he  was  quite  young,  his  mother 
when  he  was  nine  years  old  and  his  father  when 
he  was  sixteen.  At  that  age  he  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources  to  work  his  way  in  the  world, 
For  a  time  he  worked  in  the  employ  of  others  and 
attended  school  at  such  opportunities  as  were 
afforded,  hy  diligence  in  his  studies  he  obt.iined 
suflicient  education  to  enable  him  later  to  teach 
school. 

November  27,  1842,  Mr.  Skinner  m.arricd  Miss 
Sophia  Dayhuff,  who  was  born  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  July  23,  1824.     Her  fatlier,  Moses  D.iyhuff, 
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was  born  September  15,  1793,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Pennsylvania.  Wben  quite  young  lie  accom- 
panied Lis  father  to  Maryland,  and  in  the  city  of 
Italtimore  learned  a  trade.  During  the  War  of 
1812  he  and  an  older  bi'otlier  went  into  the  army 
and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  After- 
ward lie  began  preaching  as  an  itinerant  in  the 
Kvangelical  Oliurch,  and  joined  the  first  conference 
in  that  denomination.  For  six  years  he  labored 
as  an  itinerant  preacher,  usually  speaking  in  the 
German  language,  although  he  also  used  f]ngiisli 
fluently.  He  bad  five  brothers  and  two  sisters. 
In  1820  he  married  Miss  Barbara  Ulough,  of  Berlin , 
Homerset  County,  Pa.,  and  three  ycaia  -ifteiward 
he  moved  to  Ohio,  whore  he  resided  until  1851. 
During  that  year  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  ifter- 
ward  lived  with  his  children  until  his  deitli  it  the 
home  of  his  son-in-law,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
which  occurred  in  1870,  when  he  was  seventy- 
seven.  His  aiicestore,  as  well  as  those  of  his  wife, 
were  of  German  origin.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  danghlers. 

The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Skinner,  John  Dayhnff, 
was  a  man  possessing  great  energy  and  force  of 
character,  and  was  particularly  zealous  in  religious 
matters.  Wben  he  considered  that  the  time  had 
come  for  building  a  churcli,  he  went  to  work  him- 
self, without  asking  assistance  of  any  one.  He 
erected  the  ediflee  on  his  own  land,  deeding  it  to 
the  Methodists.  Dutch  and  English.  Being  a 
splendid  singer,  his  services  were  frequently  called 
into  requisition  for  public  occasions,  and  he  was 
chorister  for  several  different  denominations  at 
the  same  time.  For  many  years  he  kept  a  note- 
book and  the  writing  in  it  was  so  beautiful  as  to 
atti'act  general  attention.  Uprightand  honorable, 
he  won  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him  and  his 
memory  is  revered  by  his  descendants. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1845,  Mr.  Skinner  set- 
tled in  Porter  Township  two  years  later,  and  here 
improved  a  farm  thai  he  sold  in  1865.  During 
the  same  year  he  purchased  his  present  place  and 
has  embellished  it  with  the  best  of  improvements. 
He  spent  twelve  years  in  Jones,  this  county,  hav- 
ing retired  from  bis  farm,  but  again  returned  to 
this  place  and  has  since  made  it  his  home.  lie 
ecrved  for  five  yeai-s  es  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  (or 


four  years  was  Supervisor  from  Porter  Township, 
and  while  in  Jones  he  served  as  Supervisor  from 
Newburg  Township  and  was  also  Township  Clerk. 
When  he  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  he  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  his  wife 
became  a  member  of  that  denomination  when  slie 
was  sixteen.  Since  that  time  he  has  lived  an  ex- 
emplary Christian  life,  and  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  the  church.  He  has  served  as  Class-leader 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  has 
also  been  a  lifelong  tempeiance  man 

For  many  years  Mi  Skinner  his  done  but  little 
work  on  his  farm.  lie  has  been  largely  intLie-ted 
in  settling  estates  and  has  been  admmisttalor 
and  guardian  foi  seven  or  eight  important  ones. 
Now  he  is  living  in  quiet  lehiement  on  his  faim. 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Skinner  have  hid  four  children  as 
follows:  Mary  Ann  who  was  bom  Octi  ber  6, 
1844,  and  died  October  7,  1845;  Rhoda,  who  was 
l>orn  April  6,  1846,  married  Henry  T.  Cutler  and 
now,  widowed,  makes  her  home  with  her  parents; 
William  H.,  who  was  born  September  24,  1850,  is 
unmarried  and  resides  witli  his  parents;  Samuel  F., 
wiio  was  born  Oetolier  16,  1853,  married  Marin  R. 
Roof,  and  lives  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  hisfa- 
ther,  having  the  management  of  both  estates. 


g-*+^B= 


^^KORGE  H.  REDFIKLD,  better  known  as 
llj  ^^  "Ham"  Redfield,  comes  of  a  long  line  of 
^^^  worthy  ancestors,  and  the  history  of  the 
family  in  America  dates  back  to  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims.  He  is  of  English 'descent,  and  for 
many  yeare  his  family  was  identified  with  the 
history  of  the  Nutmeg  State.  Mr.  Redfield  was 
born  in  Cass  Countj',  Minh.,  August  21,  1855,  and 
was  the  only  son  of  the  late  Hon.  George  Red- 
field,  who  was  the  fifth  son  of  Peleg  Redfield,  the 
latter  a  native  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  born 
October  6,  17^6.  Peleg  Redfield  was  the  son  of 
George  Redfield. 

When  George  Redfield,  the  father  of   our   sub- 
ject, was  a  mere  boy,  he  moved  with  his  parents 
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rrom  Connecticut  to  Ontario  Coimtv.N.  Y..  where 
lie  received  his  education,  and  wlieie  he  remained 
until  1822.  Trom  there  he  went  South  for  tlie 
purpose  of  teaching  school,  and  remained  there 
several  years,  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Millcdgcville, 
Ga.  While  there  he  became  acquainted  with  and 
had  for  iiis  pu|>ils  tiiose  who  later  became  leading 
men  in  the  politicsof  that  State,  among  them  being 
ex-Stat«  Treasurer  Jones.  In  1831  lie,  in  com- 
pany with  eleven  other  young  men,  started  for 
the  wilds  of  the  great  West,  Michigan  being  the 
ohjective  point.  They  went  there  for  the  piir- 
[wse  of  seeking  a  home,  and  made  the  trip  from 
Detroit  to  St  Joseph  County  on  foot,  carrying  on 
their  hacks  provisions,  etc.,  and  camping  wherever 
night  overtook  Ihem. 

The  company  came  as  far  West  as  White  Pigeon, 
St.  Juiicpli  County,  and,  heing  much  pleased  with 
the  conntry,  Mr.  Redlield  returned  to  New  York 
in  order  to  make  more  complete  arrangements  for 
his  permanent  settlement  there.  He  intended  to 
return  in  the  spring  of  1832,  hut  when  the  next 
spring  came  the  memorable  cholera  scourge  com- 
pelled him  to  abandon  the  trip  for  the  time  being. 
In  1833,  in  LOnipany  with  his  hrather  l^ewis,  he 
made  another  trip  to  Michigan,  but  again 
turned  to  klio  East.  In  1834  he  came  back  a 
purchased  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  C 
County,  a  part  of  which  he  lived  on  the  balance 
of  his  days.  This  land  was  located  near  Adams- 
ville. 

On  the  ath  of  January,  1835,  Mr.  Itedfield  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  A.  Mason,  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y.  In 
1836  he  purchased  from  the  Government  three 
'thousand  acres  of  land  in  Calvin  Township,  one 
thousand  acres  in  Jefferson  Township,  one  thou- 
sand acres  in  Mason  Township,  and  other  tracts 
in  different  parts  of  the  county,  ton  thousand 
acres  in  all.  He  became  one  of  the  most  noted 
men  of  the  State.  He  built  the  first  water  saw- 
mill  in  Cass  County,  it  being  in  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, and  rebuilt  it  in  1850.  After  it  was  burned 
down  he  rebuilt  it  again,  in  1862,  and  connected 
with  it  a  flourmill.  This  is  still  known  as  Red- 
field's  Mill.  Mr.  Redfieid  was  elected  State  Rep- 
resentative, and  served  in  that  memorable  one 
hundred   days'  session  of    1841.     In    1842-43  he 


served  as  Senator,  was  a  Presidential  elector  in 
1844,  and  in  1845  was  appointed  State  Treasurer 
by  Gov.  Barry. 

The  credit  of  the  State  at  the  time  was  at  a 
very  low  ebb,  bonds  could  not  Ims  sold,  money  was 
needed  to  meet  interest  then  due  on  bonds  pre- 
viously disposed  of,  and  he,  with  George  Barry. 
took  out  of  their  own  ample  fortune  $24,000, 
which  they  applied  towards  paying  the  obligations 
of  the  State.  This  was  not  only  a  very  liberal  act 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Redlield,  but  one  that  proved 
of  untold  benelit  to  the  State  at  large,  for  it  re- 
stored confidence.  In  1850  Mr.  Redfield  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  State,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  that  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion. To  none  of  the  positions  did  he  aspire,  but 
had  he  aspired  to  political  positions  he  might 
have  filled  the  highest  in  the  gift  of  the  jieople  of 
his  State. 

A  thorough  bnsiness  man,  Mr.  Redficld  was  also 
very  domestic  in  his  taste.  In  late  years  lie  posi- 
tively refused  to  accept  any  oftico,  altliougli  often 
solicited  to  do  so.  When  the  colored  people  set- 
tled in  Calvin  Township  Mr.  Redfield  sold  much 
of  his  land  to  them,  in  most  cases  on  time.  He 
was  generous  to  a  fault,  and  no  poor  man,  either 
white  or  black,  came  to  him  for  assistance  and 
went  away  empty-handed.  For  yeai-s  a  favorite 
quotation  among  the  poor  when  they  had  no 
money  to  buy,  and  went  to  him  for  their  supply  was, 
"Going  to  Egypt  for  corn,"  and  they  always 
got  it,  for  George  liedtield  was  a  benefactor  of 
the  country  and  always  had  plenty.  His  first 
wife  died  in  August,  1848,  leaving  him  two 
daughters  and  one  son.  The  latter,  Lewis  by 
name,  died  in  1868,  when  twenty-six  years  of 
age,  having  been  married  but  six  months  before. 
Bertha  E.  became  the  wife  of  H.  E.  Bucklon,  the 
wealthy  patent  medicine  manufacturer  of  Chicago; 
and  Jennie  M.  is  the  wife  of  Prof.  Walter  C. 
Hewett,  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.  Mrs.  Bucklon  and  Mi's. 
W.  C.  Hewett  arc  of  the  second  marriage,  as  is 
also  Abby.  . 

In  September,  1854,  Mr.  Redfield  married  Miss 
Jane  E,  Hammond,  daughter  of  Judge  Hammond, 
of  Essex  County,  N.  Y.  She  died  in  1865,  leav- 
ing him  one  son  and   three  daughters.     Of  these, 
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Georgo  H..  wliose  name  li«a<Is  this  article,  is  the 
eideat;  Ann  Miiiia  mai'i'ie<)  a  wealthy  merchant, 
A.  N.  Haskel,  of  Goshen,  lad,,  but  is  a  widow 
now  and  resides  with  a  son  at  Klltliavt,  Ind,;  Julia 
Iwcanie  tlie  wife  of  Dr.  M,  M.  Latta.  a  prominent 
physician  of  Goshen,  Ind.;  and  Abby  died  in 
1889.  The  father  of  these  ciiildren  died  in  1887 
For  the  last  fifteen  years  of  liis  life  he  was  to 
tally  blind,  but  even  then  he  managed  his  affairs 
u|)  to  the  time  of  liis  death.  He  wis  tlien  the 
owner  of  about  two  thousand  acres  of  land  and 
was  one  of  the  best  men  who  evet  made  then 
home  in  Cass  County.  He  left  to  Ins  cliildien  i 
large  estate,  and,  what  was  much  bettci  a  stainless 
reputation. 

No  man  is  better  or  more  favorably  known  m 
the  county  than '4Iam"  liedfield,  whose  fiii^nds 
are  legion.  He  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  ui 
youth  tliat  money  could  give,  liret  attending  i 
Quaker  and  later  a  Catholic  school,  but  not  because 
he  or  his  family  adhered  tu  the  faith  of  eitliei, 
but  bceause  the  training  was  more  thorough. 
However,  he  left  school  at  an  early  age,  and  when 
he  had  reached  his  twentieth  birthday  he  was  mar- 
ried, selecting  his  com|>anion  in  Miss  Julia  A. 
Van  Antwer|),  daughter  of  Simon  and  Louisa 
(Hewitt)  Van  Antwerp.  Mr  Van  Antwerii  was 
of  a  prominent  pioneer  {amil>  Dclthic  Hewitt 
father  of  Mrs.  Van  Antwerp  hi.ld  tlie  ofhte  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  forty   yens 

Mrs,  Redfiefd  is  a  lady  of  inlxiltigence  and  it 
linement  and  was  well  educited  Imvmg  tau^lit 
selioOl  for  a  number  of  years  previous  to  hei  ra  u 
riage.  To  this  union  were  bom  two  childicn 
the  eldest  son  being  now  deceased  his  death  ot 
eun'ing  in  1881,  when  he  wth  but  foui  yeara  of 
age.  The  second  eliild,  Geoige  Russell,  was  lK>in 
January  8,  1891,  and  is  a  blight  and  piomising 
little  fellow.  Following  his  immigi  our  subject 
remained  with  his  father  in  the  mill  foi  two  yeats 
and  then  came  to  the  farm  whcic  lie  now  lives 
and  which  was  deeded  to  him  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage.  For  the  past  seven  ye  us  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  and  four  ytais  ago 
(1889)  lie  built  his  creamery,  in  which  he  is  doing 
an  extensive  business.  He  has  held  the  offices  of 
Township  Clerk  and  Township  Treasurer,  and  for   i 


twelve  years  past  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
During  that  time  he  has  not  had  a  case  reversed. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Knight  ot  Pythias  and  a  Knight 
of  the  Maccabees.  He  is  a  fine  musician  and  is 
one  univei-sally  liked  and  respected. 


|lf  t>N.  ,IAMK.S  li.  THOMSON.  A  man  seems 
If  jV  living  nearer  to  nature  who  adopts  as  his 
!^^  life  calling  some  occupation  that  iias  beeu 
^  honored  from  the  earliest  time.  Thai  of 
the  tgi  iculturist  and  that  of  the  weaver  are  of 
historic  growth,  and  tJiese  our  subject  has  been 
leaicd  to  know  best,  he  himself  having  adopted 
the  foimer,  while  hi$  father  devoted  himself  to 
the  iatt«r.  Samuel  Thomson,  the  immediate  pro- 
geuitoi  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, and  lliere  grew  to  mature  years.  He  learned 
the  weaver's  trade,  but  in  connection  was  als<i  en- 
gaged as  a  mereliant  for  many  years.  He  married 
Miss  Lillias  Aitken,  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
and  shortly  afterward  emigrated  to  America.  In 
184-i  this  enterprising  young  couple  settled  in 
Ikirien  County,  Mich.,  and  took  up  land  where 
oui  subject  now  resides.  With  tew  conveniences 
and  very  few  comforts,  they  settled  in  a  log  cabin, 
and  went  actively  to  work  to  clear  and  improve 
then  farm.  As  the  years  [wssed  away,  the  coin- 
foits  tf  life  came  to  them,  the  liome  place  became 
one  of  tlie  best  in  the  county,  and  eight  children 
.rttheied  around  the  hearth. 

Ml  riiomson  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  of 
the  county,  and  was  highly  esteemed  throughout 
Its  lenj:tli  and  breadtli.  For  many  years  he  was 
lustite  of  the  Peace,  and  also  held  the  otlice  of 
Higliway  Commissioner,  dischai'ging  the  duties  of 
the  same  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  For 
many  jears  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Mutuil  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  tlie  second 
President  of  the  same,  holding  that  position  for  a 
number  of  yeai-s,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned.  He  lived  to  be  quite  aged,  and 
died  on  the  place    where  he  had  spent   the  best 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


John  Martin. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTBAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


395 


years  of  liis  lilt?,  wUcii  eiglity-foui'  years  of  age. 
His  wife  is  slill  living  ami  rin«)s  a  eomf or  table 
home  witli  lier  sou,  oiir  subject. 

Hon,  James  H.  '['Iiotnson  was  bom  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  in  Henicn  Coiiuty,  Mich., 
August  ly,  Ittf>3,  and  was  the  youngest  of  eight 
children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years.  As  lie  grow  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  (ilaee,  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  confined  to  the  distiict  school  of  liis 
neighborhood.  Reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  farm,  it  was  ceruiin  from  the  first  that  he  would 
choose  that  as  his  calling  in  life,  and  that  he  has 
huen  successful  in  that  pursuit  it  is  liardly  neces- 
sary to  add.  A  glance  over  Lis  well-kept  farm 
will  tell  it  ail.  He  is  ambitious,  enterprising  and 
progressive,  traits  of  chai-acter  that  will  hardly 
fail  him  in  iiis  future  career,  and  that  have  already 
won  for  him  honor  and  distinction  in  his  native 
county. 

Public-spirited  and  enterprising,  our  subject  lias 
hcid  a  number  of  prominent  olfiees,  and  discharged 
the  duties  of  all  in  a  manner  rellecting  the  great- 
est credit,  lie  was  first  elected  Sujjcrvisor  of 
Niles  Township,  and  held  that  position  from  1BS7 
until  18y2,  a  period  of  live  years.  In  18'J2  he 
was  elected  to  represent  the  8econtl  District  of 
Berrien  County  in  the  Legislature,  ile  was  School 
1  ns|K!ctor  for  many  years,  and  has  ever  been  deeply 
interested  in  educational  matters.  A  member  of 
tlie  Presbyterian  Church,  lie  contributes  liberally 
to  its  support. 


fl/OliN  MARTIN,  deceased.  It  has  been  said 
I  that  life  is  not  measured  by  years  but  by 
^mJI  intensity.  .Scarcely  fifty  yeare  fram  his 
(^P'  birth,  Mr.  Martin  passed  to  liis  final  rest. 
Kut  though  called  hence  in  the  prime  of  his  useful 
and  vigorous  manhood,  he  had  accomplished  much 
for  the  good  of  his  fellow-men,  and  if  existence 
were  counted  by  years  and  not  by  deeds,  he 
might  well  be  called  the  most  venerable  of  men. 
For  a  long  time  he  was  closely  connected  with  the 


best  interests  of  St.  Joseph,  and  was  one  of  the 
prominent  merchants  of  the  city  until  his  demis<^'. 

Born  in  Ireland  in  1832,  our  subject  was  the 
son  of  Charles  and  Ann  Martin,  natives  of  the 
Emei-ald  Isle.  The  biographer  finds  little  of 
special  interest  to  record  concerning  his  childhood, 
which  was  passed  in  an  uneventful  way  on  the 
Isle  of  Krin.  He  attended  the  schools  and  ac- 
quired the  rudiments  of  his  education,  wbicli  was 
aflerwai-d  broadened  by  extensive  reading  and 
travel.'  Having  resolved  to  emigrate  to  the  New 
World  and  seek  a  home  in  the  country  which 
offered  such  magnificent  opportunities  to  the  i>oor 
of  other  hinds,  he  set  sail  on  an  American-bound 
vessel  in  March  of  1862  and  after  a  safe  voyage 
landed  in  New  York  in  July. 

From  that  city  Mr.  Martin  proceeded  directly 
to  JSt.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where  for  a  time  he  engaged 
in  buying  railroad  ties  and  staves,  which  he 
shipped  to  Chicago.  Later  he  embarked  in  the 
general  meixantilc  business  in  this  place,  and  by 
the  exei-cise  of  excellent  judgment  and  conscien- 
tious dealings  with  all,  he  acquired  a  wide  reputa- 
tion as  a  successful  and  enterprising  business  man, 
in  whom  the  public  had  every  confidence.  His 
death,  October  24,  1882,  was  regarded  as  a  pub- 
lic loss,  for  his  inltuence  throughout  the  com- 
munity bad  always  been  elevating  and  ennobling. 
After  his  demise,  his  widow  continued  the  business, 
of  which  she  assumed  the  management.  In  18!)2 
she  sold  out,  and  the  enterprise  went   into   other 

The  lady  who  for  twenty  years  was  the  devoted 
helpmate  of  Mr.  Martin  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Jane  Mclaughlin  and  became  his  wife  December 
211,  1862.  Mrs.  Martin  was  born  in  Ogdensburgh, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Francis  and  SaraM, 
(McMullen)  McLaughlin,  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  this  country  when  quite  young.  Miss 
McLaughlin  attended  a  convent  of  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy  at  Chicago.  With  her  parents  she  removed 
to  the  State  of  New  York  in  1844,  and  resided 
there  until  her  marriage.  Seven  children  were 
born  unto  her,  live  of  whom  are  still  living,  as 
follows:  John  F.;  Alice,  who  married  Warren 
Bailengee,  and  resides  in  St.  Joseph;  William  E.; 
Sarah;  and  George  II.     The  handsome  family  res- 
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idence  is  located  on  State  Street  and  is  tlie  abode 
uf  hospitality.  Mrs.  Martin  and  her  childten  ate 
mcinbei's  of  the  Catliolic  Church,  with  which  Mr. 
Martin  was  also  actively  identifierl.  In  his  politi- 
cal sympathies,  he  was  a  stanch  Democu-at. 


i^H«*-»-ia^i^- 


¥'ii  [^ILIJAM  SEAliKS,  a  well-known  citizen  of 
Cass  County  and  a  prominent  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  34,  La  tlrange  Township, 
was  Iwrn  in  Erie  County,  Pn.,  sixteen  miles  from 
the  city  of  that  name,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1816. 
His  paleninl  grandfather.  Richard  Scares,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  followed  the  occu|>a- 
tions  of  a  fanner  and  hotel-keeper.  Unto  him  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Chanty  Itennelt, 
were  born  the  following-named  children:  Pliiebc, 
who  married  William  Dooty;  Isaac,  father  of  onr 
subject;  Polly,  who  married  William  Custard; 
Sophia,  who  became  tlie  wife  of  Lyman  Robinson; 
Philema,  Mrs.  O.  W.  Brawn;  and  Bennett.  There 
were  also  two  ehildien  who  died  in  infancy.  Po- 
litically, Grandfather  Scares  was  a  prominent  and 
active  worker  in  the  Democratic  [tarty.  He  was  a 
pioneer  of  Erie  County,  Pa.,  where  he  made  set- 
tlement in  an  early  day,  when  settlers  were  few 
and  hardships  numerous. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  Isaac  Scares,  was 
born  in  Conni'cticut,near  Hartford,  and  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  New  York,  receiving  his  cthieation 
in  the  common  schools.  When  about  nineteen 
years  old  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  at  the  same  time,  or  soon  afterward,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  War  of  1812.  At  the 
expii-ation  of  his  term  of  service  he  returned  to 
Eric  County,  whei-e.  at  the  age  of  thirty,  he  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Susan  (Cus- 
tiird)  Custard.  He  resided  in  various  places  in 
l'ennaylvania,and  about  1821  came  to  Michigan. 
In  1835  he  came  to  Cass  Coimty  and  purchased 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres,  and  dur- 
ing the  following  year  he  brought  his  family.  The 
land  was  entirely  unimproved,  and  in  order  to 
bring  his  family  to  the  place  he  was  compelled  to 


cut  the  roads.  However,  as  years  passed  by  he  was 
enabled  to  make  many  improvements  and  lo  bring 
the  place  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  Ujion  the 
home  he  there  established  his  life  .  was  brought  to 
a  close  in  1839. 

At  the  time  of  his  demise  Isaac  Scares  left  a 
widow  and  the  following-named  children;  Abra- 
ham, deceased;  Andrew,  who  went  to  Texas  many 
years  ago  and  has  not  been  heard  of  for  more  than 
thirty  years;  John  and  Richard,  deceased;  Will- 
iam, of  this  sketch;  Fhrebe,  Mrs.  Alfred  White, 
deceased;  Susan,  who  married  Richard  Walker; 
Sarah,  deceased;  Charity,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Byers; 
and  Irene,  Mrs.  Jonathan  Bangham.  The  mother 
of  this  family  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  ycare  of  age.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr. 
Scares,  .Sr.,  was  a  Whig,  and  served  his  fellow-citi- 
zens in  numerous  positions  of  trust,  the  most  im- 
portant being  that  of  Treasurer  of  Cass  County. 

In  his  youthful  days,  the  subject  of  this  sketeh 
remained  beneath  the  parental  roof.  His  father 
having  given  him  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
where  he  now  lives,  he  commenced  the  work  of 
clearing  the  soil  and  developing  the  land.  Through 
proper  methods  of  fertilization  and  close  study  of 
the  various  cereals  best  adapted  to  the  soil,  he  was 
enabled  to  secure  the  very  best  results  and  brought 
his  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1840 
he  married  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Miller,  and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  To  them 
were  born  seven  children,  as  follows;  Thomas, 
who  served  for  throe  years  in  the  late  war  and  was 
wounded  in  the  hand  during  one  of  the  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated;  Mary  A.,  who 
died  at  the  ago  of  twenty  years;  Arde  Lisaa,  who 
married  Joseph  Bangham;  Abmham,  deceased;  Is- 
aac N.,  a  resident  of  California;  Frank,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Pennsylvania;  and  George,  deceased. 

A  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  from  his 
youth,  Mr.  vSearcs  has  occupied  various  oilicial  po- 
sitions in  that  denomination.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  many  years  ago  was  chosen  County 
Clerk.  He  filled  the  position  for  one  term,  but 
upon  being  again  offered  the  position  declined  to 
serve.  In  addition  to  conducting  a  general  farm- 
ing business,  he  has  engaged  in  the  sale  of  farm 
implements  for  a  number  of  years,     At  one  time 
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he  was  the  owner  of  three  liiindred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  the  greater  purt  of  which  he  and  his 
brother  placed  undei  i.iiluvitirtn  Now,  in  the 
declining  yearn  of  Ins  life  he  can  look  back  upon 
the  past  witlioiit  ic^ift,  and  am  look  foiwardto 
!he  future  willioiit  feat  Suth  Ins  been  his  life 
that  he  has  won  a  place  among  the  hiimirthle  and 
enteiprising  citi/.cns  of  tlit  countj  . 


JAHEH  M.  IIKTLER.  The  name  which  in- 
'  troduces  tliis  sketch  is  borne  by  a  gentle- 
I  man  prominent  in  many  of  the  foremost 
'  enterprises  of  Berrien  County,  and  num- 
bered among  the  successful  fruit-growers  of  Ht, 
Joseph  Township.  Mr.  Hetler  bas  passed  his  life 
principally  in  this  county,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  28th  of  June,  1859.  He  is  of  immediate  Ger- 
man parentage,  liis  father,  Gottleib  Uetler,  heinga 
native  of  Germany,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  parents  in  childhood  and  located  in 
Seneca  County,  Ohio.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  the  Buckeye  State,  removing  thence  to  Michi- 
gan in    1656. 

En  the  fall  of  the  above-named  year  Gottleib 
Iletler  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha 
Crill,  the  ceremony  which  united  their  destinies 
being  performed  in  Ohio.  The  bride  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Crill,  a  descendant  of  English 
ancestors.  Upon  coming  to  Michigan  the  senior 
Mr.  lietler  located  in  Royalton  Township,  Berrien 
County,  where  he  pui-chased  a  tract  of  unimproved 
land,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
the  midst  of  a  dense  forest.  With  unwearied  in- 
dustry he  cleared  about  foi'ty  acres,  placing  a  por- 
tion of  the  tract  under  cultivation  and  rendering 
it  of  greatly  increased  value.  After  residing  there 
for  about  twelve  yeara,  he  removed  to  the  place 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  and  upon  disposing 
of  his  property  in  Royalton  Township  he  pur- 
chased forty-four  acres  in  St.  Joseph  Township. 
He  cleared  and  improved  a  part  of  the  farm,  and 
made  his  home  here  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  June,  1872. 


Tliere  were  nine  children  in  the  family  of 
Gottlieb  Hetler,  of  wliom  seven  grew  to  maturity 
and  six  are  now  living.  They  are  as  follows: 
G.  W.,  wlio  owns  a  fifteen-acre  farm  in  St.  Joseph 
Township;  William,  a  resident  of  Royalton  Town- 
ship; Joseph,  who  owns  a  farm  in  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship; James  M.;  Nancy  J.,  who  is  the  wife  of  G. 
R.  Davis;  and  Catherine,  Mrs.  William  Tolton,  a 
resident  of  Chicago,  where  her  husband  follows 
the  trade  of  a  machinist.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily was  identified  with  the  German  Evangelical 
Church  and  was  a  man  of  upright  and  consistent 
Christian  character.  For  nine  consecutive  years 
he  (illed  the  position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  as 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county  was  highly  re- 
garded by  all  who  knew  him. 

At  the  age  of  nine  years  our  subject  accompa- 
nied his  parents  in  thoir  removal  from  Royalton 
Township  to  St.  Joseph  Township,  settling  upon 
the  place  where  he  now  resides.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  school  studies,  he  worked  by  the  month 
for  a  number  of  years  in  his  father's  employ.  In 
1881,  forming  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  J. 
W.,  he  purchased  the  place  where  he  now  resides, 
and  for  about  four  years  they  tilled  the  soil  in 
common,  after  which  the  property  was  divided, 
Mr.  Hetler  now  owns  twenty-four  acres,  one-half 
of  whicli  is  set  out  to  fruit  trees.  He  has  about 
three  hundred  pear  trees,  two  hundred  peach  trees, 
and  raises  berries  of  every  variety,  finding  that 
occupation  both  pleasant  and  remunerative. 

November  17,  1881,  Mr.  Hetler  married  Miss 
Flora  Hatch,  who  was  horn  and  leared  in  Lapeer 
County,  this  State  Her  father  Chester  Hatcii 
was  for  many  yeare  i  resident  (f  Indian  River 
Cheboygan  Countj  Mich  wheie  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  firmer  ^nd  was  also  engaged  as 
a  mechanic.  Unto  Mi  and  Mis  Hetler  were 
born  three  childten  two  of  whom  ^re  living 
Nettie  J.  and  Mabel  M.  Freddie,  the  only  son, 
died  when  eleven  months  old.  The  religious 
home  of  the  family  is  in  the  Congregational 
Cliui-ch,  and  they  are  regular  attendants  at  the 
various  chureh  services.  In  his  political  views, 
Mr.  Hetler  is  a  Republican  and  takes  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  all  matters  of  public  concern  and 
general  importance.  His  life  has  been  an  active  one, 
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and  the  ceitiilts  speak  for  Uieinselves.  He  com- 
menced with  little  capital,  but  being  a  good  man- 
ager  be  lias  acquired  the  owneraliip  of  one  of  Hie 
best  fruit  farms  in  the  vicinity.  The  innn-ove- 
mcnts  upon  the  place  have  been  made  under  bis 
personal  supervision,  the  land  cleared,  trees  set  out, 
buildings  erected,  and  such  changes  made  as  have 
been  of  a  most  desirable  nature,  as  well  as  pleasing 
in  Hie  guneinl  effect. 


S^® - 


JI[()HN  F.  CMiNHENEN.  Many  of  the  best 
I  known  faruicrs  and  residents  of  Cass  Coun- 
li  ty  have  l>een  born  and  reared  within  its 
-.^^J/  confines.  In  them  we  find  men  of  energy 
and  enterprise,  who  in  the  trile  jtarlance  of  the 
present  day  might  appropriately  be  called  "husU 
lers,"  and  who  are  bound  to  become  wealthy  and 
influential  citizens  as  the  years  go  by.  John  V. 
CIcndenen  was  born  on  the  farm  where  lie  now 
lives,  December  22,  1861,  and,  although  young  in 
yc.irs,  is  ohi  in  exi>erienee.  He  is  a  man  whom 
nature  seems  to  have  intended  for  a  farmer,  for, 
owing  to  his  desire  to  keep  out  of  the  beaten  path, 
and  to  his  adoption  of  new  and  improved  meth- 
ods, together  with  industry  and  good  judgment, 
he  has  met  with  moi'e  than  the  average  degree  of 
success  in  pursuing  his  calling. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Oscar  and  Harriet 
(Swisher)  Cleudeuen,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and 
Ohio,  res|>ectively,  and  his  grandparents,  Robert 
and  Amanda  (Hinchman)  Clendcnen,  were  na- 
tives also  of  the  Old  Dominion,  where  they  resided 
many  years.  At  an  early  date  the  grandparents 
emigrated  to  Micliigan  and  settled  in  Cass  Coun- 
ty, where  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives  were 
passed.  Oscar  Clendcnen  was  born  December  20, 
1829,  and  was  quite  young  when  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  his  parents.  All  his  'scliolastic  training 
.  was  received  in  the  district  schools,  and  his  time 
was  spent,  when  out  of  school,  in  assisting  to  im- 
prove the  home  place.  He  was  married  in  Cass 
County,  Mich,,  to  Miss  Harriet  Swisher,  daughter 
of  John  Swisher,  and  shortly  afterward  purchased 


eighty  acres  of  the  farm  upon  which  our  subject  is 
now  living.  To  this  he  added  from  time  to  time 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres,  all  improved  and  under  a  goo<l 
slate  of  cultivation.  On  this  farm  his  death  oc- 
curred in  March,  1870.  He  was  a  limd-worUing, 
industi'ious  man,  and  one  who  was  universally  re- 
spected. In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  held 
a  number  of  the  local  olfices.  His  widow  was  mar- 
ried tlie  second  time,  to  William  Kelchum,  and 
now  resides  in  Dowagiac. 

Of  the  tlirec  children  born  to  his  parents,  our 
subject  is  fii-st  in  order  of  birth.  Fmnk,  the  sec- 
ond child,  married  Miss  Lena  Flanigan,  The 
other  child  was  named  Florence.  John  F.  i-e- 
ceived  a  good  pi-actieal  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Silver  Creek  Township,  and  remained 
with  his  mother  until  grown.  In  December,  1884, 
he  married  Miss  Emma  Oyler,  a  native  of  this 
county,  and  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catherine 
(Hobinson)  Oyler,  who  were  early  pioneers  of  Cass 
County.  To  this  union  were  born  four  children, 
as  follows;  Bessie;  Lula;  Niel,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twoyears;  and  Earl.  In  politics,Mr.  Clendcnen 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  a  number  of  local 
offices.  He  was  Township  Clerk  for  two  yeui*«, 
Highway  Commissioner  one  year,  and  in  18'Jtt  he 
was  elected  the  second  time  as  Township  Treas- 
urer. He  is  a  puL>lic-spirited  young  man,  and  one 
of  the  t)est  farmers  in  his  section. 


i>-s^<ig^- 


JI/ACOB  BRENNER,  a  representative  general 
I  agriculturist  and  successful  stock-raiser, 
li  handling  t\  superior  grade  of  Shorthorns,  is 
'/  pleasantly  located  upon  section  15,  Berrien 
Township,  Herrien  County,  Mich.,  and  owns  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres.  Our  subject  is  of 
German  descent,  his  paternal  great-grandfather, 
John  Brenner,  having  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  a  very  early  day  in  the  history  of  our 
country.  He  settled  in  the  Quaker  State  and, 
passing  away  at  a  gooij  old  age,  was  buried  in  a 
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eottiii  ot  one-iiioli  white  oak  lumber.  His  son, 
Grauclfnllici'  Peter  lirenner,  served  witli  courage 
in  the  War  of  1812,  aufl  left  aa  a  legacy  to  his 
deseeHdaiits  a  ciiest,  having  his  name  inlaid  with 
brimstone  and  bearing  the  date  of  1776.  This 
relic,  made  in  Middletown,  Pa.,  and  now  in  pos- 
session of  our  Ruhject,  is  higlily  valued.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Peter  Brenner,  was  a  native 
ot  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  in  1802. 
He  was  a  life-long  farmer  and  a  man  of  intelli- 
genoe.  The  niotlicr,  Mrs.  Rebecca  (Zimmerman) 
Brenner,  was  born  in  Swatara  Township,  Dauphin 
County,  Pa.  The  parents  passed  their  lives  in 
theirnative  county,  where  the  mother  died  in  18,'i3, 
the  father  surviving  until  IS77.  Until  1847  tlie 
worthy  couple  with  their  family  continued  to  re- 
side ill  a  humble  log  house,  but  at  this  latter  date 
the  father  built  a  modern  brick  dwelling. 

Twelve  sons  and  daughters  gathered  in  the  old 
Pennsylvania  home,  and  but  four  of  the  family 
are  now  living.  The  parents  were  both  devout 
meuit>ers  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  the 
father  was  tor  many  years'  a  Trustee,  lie  gave 
one-half  acre  of  land  now  in  the  village  of  Olier- 
lin,  Pa.,  to  the  church,  and  was  ever  generous  in 
the  Ijehalf  of  religious  influence  and  of  church 
work.  He  was  well  educated  in  German,  and  held 
with  faithful  ability  the  office  of  Su|>crvisor  of 
Swalara  Township.  The  old  homestead  of  Grand- 
father ISrenner  remained  in  the  family  for  three 
generations,  or  nearly  sixty  yeai"*.  Our  subject, 
Jacob  Ih'Cnncr,  was  the  fourth  child  of  his  parents' 
large  family  who  attained  to  maturity.  Mr. 
Brenner  was  born  April  14,  1H3C,  in  Swatara 
Township,  Pa.  Reared  upon  a  farm  and  early 
obliged  to  assist  in  the  daily  duties,  he  attended 
the  district  school  but  two  montiis  in  tlie  winter  of 
eacli  year.  Before  he  was  quite  tweuty  years  of 
age,  our  subject  married  Miss  Margaret  Woltc,  a 
daugliter  of  David  and  Anna  (Gorman)  Wolfe, 
lH)th  natives  of  Gnmlierland  County,  Pa.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Brenner  was  born  in  the  year  1810, 
the  mother  iu  .18 11, and  both  spent  their  entire  lives 
ill  Middlesex  Township,  Mr,  Wolfe  was  a  man  of 
enterprise  and  achieved  success  in  life.  He  owned 
tliree  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  one 
body,  and  occupied  a  position  of  honor  and  influ- 


ence. He  passed  away  April  17,  1873;  the  mother 
of  Mi's.  Brenner  survived  her  huslMind  until 
February  24,  1879. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Wolfe  were  members  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  and  Mr.  Woife  was  espe- 
cially active  in  religious  work.  He  was  in  political 
afHIiation  a  Democrat,  and  was  a  Dii-ector  of  tlie 
poor  of  the  county.  Mra.  Brenner  was  bom 
October  24,  1836,  in  Cumterland  County,  Pa.  She 
attended  school  and  assisted  in  the  home  work  un- 
til arrived  at  nineteen,  when  she  was  married. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brenner  were  wedded  in  Harrisburgh, 
Pa.,  February  21,  1856,  and  resided  on  the  Bren- 
ner farm  until  1859,  when  they  removed  to 
Grandfather  Brenner's  liomestead,  and  there  tliej' 
remained  until  1865,  when  they  journeyed  to 
Michigan  and  located  upon  their  present  farm, 
which  is  all  cleared  with  the  exception  of  twenty- 
five  aci-es.  The  land,  highly  cultivated,  is  de- 
voted to  mixed  farming,  and  full-blooded  Short- 
horns are  profitably  raised  upon  the  liomestead. 
Mr.  Brenner  remodeled  his  house  at  a  cost  of 
several  hundred  dollars,  and  in  1868  built  a 
commodious  ham  at  an  expense  of  itl.lOO.  Our 
subject  has  (ilanlcd  out  four  acres  in  a  new  orchard 
.and  will  give  a  portion  of  his  time  to  fruit  culture. 
Financially  pi-oSt>ered,  lie  has  purcliascd  several 
farms  and  given  them  to  his  sons.  At  present  lie 
has  only  one  hundred  acres  in  tlio  tiomejjtead. 
The  pleasant  homo  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brenner  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  yet  survive.  David  K.  married  MisS  Kva 
Smith  and  lives  with  his  wife  and  three  children 
in  Silver  Creek  Townsliip,  Cass  County,  Anna  R. 
is  the  wife  of  Burton  J.  S|)arks  and  has  no 
children.  She  lives  in  Berrien  County.  William 
mariied  Miss  Delorah  Myers  and  is  the  fatlier  of 
one  child.  Ida  E.,  wife  of  Kdwin  Sparks,  has  two 
children  and  resides  in  Berrien  Townsliip.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brenner  arc  both  valued  members  of  the 
Grange.  He  has  held  all  the  viirious  ollices  with 
the  exeepti(m  of  Master,  and  is  at  pi-escnt  Steward. 
She  has  also  lield  olllcc  and  is  Pomona.  Our 
subject  is  fraternally  connected  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  ot  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  been  through 
all  the  chairs.  Mr.  Brenner  is  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  and  Moderator  of  District  II.     His 
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family  all  enjoyed  excellent  educational  advanta- 
ges. Politically,  our  subject  has  always  been  a 
Republican  and  has  held  with  ability  various 
offices  of  trust.  In  Pennsylvania  he  was  Assessor 
and  Collector,  and  did  militia  duty  in  the  Quaker 
State  a  part  of  the  lime  during  the  Civil  War.  Mr. 
Brenner  has  been  Highway  Commissioner  of 
Berrien  Township  for  two  years  and  lias  served 
most  acceptably  as  delegate  to  conventions.  Aside 
from  his  farming  duties,  our  subject  lias  the  local 
agency  for  the  Buckeye  Machines  and,  possessing 
executive  business  ability  and  energy,  makes  this 
department  of  work  a  success.  During  his  resi- 
dence of  over  twenty-six  yeare  in  the  county  he 
has  been  largely  identified  with  the  progressive 
interests  of  the  township  and  is  numbered  among 
the  liberal -spirited  citizens  of  the  State. 


EMERY  F.  FERRY,  a  leading  agriculturist, 
cultivating  a  fine  farm  located  upon  sec- 
lion  15,  Weesaw  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  is  pleasantly  located  four  miles  north  and 
one  mile  west  of  Calien,  and  is  widely  known  as 
a  public-spirited  and  patriotic  citizen,  who,  bravely 
serving  the  Government  in  its  hour  of  need,  con- 
tracted a  disease,  which  resulted  in  the  total  loss  of 
sight.  Born  in  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  May  22,  1833, 
our  subject  has,  witli  the  exception  of  his  absence 
during  the  Civil  War,  constantly  resided  in  his 
present  locality  since  1858.  The  father  and 
mother.  Charles  and  Phtebe  (Slate)  Ferry,  weie 
well  known  in  the  Quaker  State,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  many  yeais.  Charles  Ferry  was 
born  in  Vermont  in  1807,  and  was  a  son  of  Eben- 
ezer  Ferry,  also  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  but  of  direct  EngUsli  descent.  Grandfather 
Ferry  fought  with  courage  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  a  man  of  energy  and  sterling  character. 
Marrying  in  Vermont,  he  later  in  life  removed  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  lad  of  twelve  years  when,  with  the  paternal 
grandfather  and  grandmother,  he  settled  in  Tioga 


County.  The  veteran  of  the  War  of  1812  passed 
away  in  the  Quaker  State,  mourned  by  many 
friends  and  relatives. 

The  father  attained  to  adult  age  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Pennsylvania,  and  with  his  wife  and  fam- 
ily emigrated  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  in  18.58. 
He  survived  many  years,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  in  1891.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
character  and  convictions,  and  was  in  religious 
belief  a  Univei'salist.  The  mother  preceded  her 
husband  to  the  better  land  in  1870.  yiie  was  born 
in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  passed  away  in 
Berrien  County.  She  was  a  devout  Christian 
woman  and  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan  Oliurch. 
Her  father,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Thomas  Slate,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State  and  served  bravely  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  The  maternal  grandmother,  Prudence 
(Fitzgerald)  Slate,  was  of  Irish  descent.  The  pat- 
ernal gran  d  m ot I ler,  Sarah  (Taylor)  Ferry,  a  woman 
of  bright  intelligence,  survived  to  sixty-five 
years  of  age.  Mrs,  Ph<ebe  (Slate)  Ferry  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  sons  and  three 
daugliters,  of  wliom  live  are  now  living.  Our  sub- 
ject, the  eldest-born,  remained  in  his  Pennsylvania 
home  until  twenty-three  years  old.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  district 
and  attained  to  manhood  an  energetic  and  self-re- 
liant youth.  In  1855  he  was  united  in  marriage  in 
his  native  State  with  Miss  Samantha  Longwell,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  wlio  survived  her  marriage 
only  about  three  years,  passing  away  in  1858. 

In  1859,  Emery  F.  Kerry  a  second  time  entered 
into  marriage  relations,  wedding  Miss  Clara  Jack- 
son, who  died  in  1861.  In  1864  our  subject  mar- 
ried  Miss  Martlia  Hazcn,  who  died  in  1870.  In 
1871  he  married  his  present  wife,  Mrs.  Alma 
(Thaxton)  Ferry,  who  is  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren: John;  Ella,  wife  of  William  Flowers;  Alfred, 
Maude,  Charles  H.,  George,  Nora,  Mina,  Peter  and 
Olive.  August  23,  1863,  Mr.  Ferry  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  joining  Company  K,  Twenty-fifth 
Michigan  Infantry,  serving  gallantly  until  his  dis- 
charge, December  10,  1864.  Our  subject  actively 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  Knoxville,  and  was  with  Sherman  in 
his  famous  march  to  the  sea.     He  was  later  attacked 
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violently  with  mensles,  wliich  settled  in  liiseyes, 
and  he  is  now  totally  blind,  having,  in  fact,  been  so 
ever  since  the  war.  After  his  nrrival  in  IJuii'ien 
County,  Mr.  Ferry  bouglit  forty  acres  of  timber- 
land,  and  now  has  in  his  homestead  one  hundred 
acres,  also  owning  an  eighty-acre  tract  elsewhere. 
An  important  factor  in  the  progressive  interests 
of  his  locality,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  Fra- 
ternally, ho  is  a  member  of  Custer  Post  No.  208, 
G.  A.  K.,  at  Galien,  and  takes  great  pleasure 
in  the  re-unions  and  rcmiiiiscences  of  his  former 
comrades  upon  the  field  of  war.  In  his  polit- 
ical views,  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  cast 
his  llrst  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Fremont.  Mr. 
Ferry  is  a  liberal-spirited  citizen,  a  friend  to 
educational  advancement,  and  without  being  es- 
pecially active  in  local  politics  takes  a  great  inter- 
est in  all  the  vital  (jnestions  of  the  day.  His  home 
is  the  abode  of  hospitality,  and  lie  numbers  among 
his  large  acquaintance  a  host  of  sincere  friends  and 
well-wishei's. 


"^^l@#@iWE^^^-" 


_^  ENRY  STARKWEATHKlt. 

jlj  ty  is  eonspiciions  for  its  i 


HerrienCoun- 
nificent  farms. 


(^  nicnt  and  the  order  in  which  they  are 
kept.  Those  in  Niles  Township  are  especially  ad- 
vantageously located,  the  land  teing  rolling  and 
well  watered,  fertile  and  productive.  No  one  is 
tu  be  more  complimented  on  the  perfect  method 
and  order  with  which  his  agricultural  affaii-s  are 
conducted  th:in  he  whose  name  is  above,  lie  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  (i,  where  he  has 
a  fine  home,  the  house  being  commodious  and  at- 
tractive, and  the  outbuildings  sul>sUintial  and  ca- 
pacious. 

Mr.  .Starkweather  claims  New  York  .as  his  native 
State,  Ills  bnth  occurring  in  Cayuga  County, 
twenty  miles  south  of  OulMJUrn,  September  IB, 
1820.  He  is  a  son  ot  Henry  S.  and  Ksther  (Hakes) 
Starkweather,  both  natives  of  Connecticut.  The 
grandfather,  Fphraim  Starkweather,  was  also  born 


in  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  there  followed  farming 
all  his  life.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  Stat«,  and  there  the  father 
tilled  the  soil  for  many  years,  or  until  his  removal 
to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  After  settling  in  tliat 
Stale  he  continued  his  former  occupation  and 
there  died  when  fifty-flve  years  of  age.  The  mother 
died  younger. 

Our  subject,  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth  of 
eleven  children  Ixnu  to  liis  parents,  attained  his 
growth  in  his  native  place,  and  there  remained 
until  seventeen  years  of  age.  Deciding  to  make 
a  stwrt  for  himself,  he  turned  his  face  toward  the 
setting  sun  and  reached  the  undeveloped  State  of 
Michigan  in  1830.  He  made  the  trip  with  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Isaac  Grillin,  settled  in  ISerrien 
County,  and  remained  with  liim  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority.  During  this  time  he  worked 
on  the  farm  and  received  as  compensation  his 
board  and  clothes.  When  he  reached  his  twenty- 
first  birthday  Mr.  GriHin  gave  bini  one  hundred 
acres  of  limber-land  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  and 
in  1840  he  returned  to  his  native  (ilace.  Two 
years  later  he  returned  to  Niles,  Mich.,  and  again 
made  his  home  with  Mr.  GriDin,  continuing  with 
bim  two  years. 

In  1845  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Long,a  native  of  Montgomery  Co»ntv,ObLo, 
born  May  28,  1821,  and  the  daughter  of  William 
l-ong,  a  native  Virginian,  who  followed  meivhan- 
dising  in  that  State  for  many  years.  Her  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Eliaibeth  Aiken,  and  she  was 
l>orn  in  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Starkweather  came  to 
Michigan  in  183G,  as  near  as  can  be  remcmtjered, 
and  taught  school  in  this  State  and  ui  Indiana  for 
several  yeai-s.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stark- 
weather rented  a  farm  on  Iturgis"  Pmirie  and  cul- 
tivated the  soil  for  two  years.  Then,  as  be  had  a 
raw  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Indiana  and 
Mrs.  Starkweather  had  one  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  in  the  same  State,  they  traded  these  for 
two  farms  in  Mason  Township,  Ca-^s  County, 
Mich.,  and  located  on  one  of  them.  Three  years 
later  they  sold,  and  bought  another  farm  in  the 
same  township,  butlater  they  also  sold  this  and  re- 
sided at  Elkhart,  Ind.,  for  one  summer. 

The  year  that  Gen.Gi-aut  was  first  elected  Pres- 
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ident  they  removed  to  Berrion  County,  and  in 
1873  located  on  the  taim  where  they  reside  at  the 
present  time.  Their  house  and  contents  were  de- 
stroyed by  flre  the  same  yenr.  Shortly  afterward 
Mr,  Starkweather  erected  one  of  the  finest  houses 
in  the  township,  and  now  has  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  very  productive  land,  thirty  acres 
being  in  timber.  Four  interesting  children  were 
born  of  their  marriage:  May  and  Kd win,  deceased; 
Knima,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  and 
Frank  J.,  who  is  now  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Nllos.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Starkweather  is  a 
Republican,  and  in   religion  was  reared  a  Quaker. 


ylLLIAM  A.  RUNKLE,  a  prosperous  and 
extensive  agriculturist  of  Jefferaon  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  since  1880 
been  a  resident  of  his  finely-im proved  homestead 
of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres,  located  on  section 
31.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Milton  Township, 
October  31,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Cool  P.  and 
Margaret  (Wilson)  Runkle.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Adam  Uunkle,  was  of  German  descent  and 
settled  in  New  .Jersey.  He  afterward  made  his 
home  in  Pennsylvania,  but  removed  thence  to  the 
near  locality  of  Morrisville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  and 
his  excellent  wife  both  died.  Grandfather  Runkle 
was  a  farmer,  and  upon  his  homestead  reared  four 
sons  and  four  daugliters.  The  sons  were  Cool  P., 
Henry,  John  and  Richard.  The  daughters  were 
Sarah,  Matilda,  Euphemia  and  Hannah.  The  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  was  born  in  New  York  in  1817. 
Leaving  his  native  State,  he  afterward  removed 
with  his  parents  to  the  Quaker  State,  hut  with  his 
father  and  mother  once  again  settled  in  New 
York. 

In  the  winter  of  1 844-45  the  father  journeyed  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  worked  by.  the  month  a 
few  years,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Milton  Township,  and  gi-adually  accumulated  a 
fine  property,  being  now  considered  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  his  township.     He  is  an  enter- 


prising citizen,  and  is  politically  a  Democrat.  He 
has  been  thrice  married.  His  first  wife  was  the 
mother  of  one  child,  who  died  in  early  infancy. 
The  second  wife  bore  her  husband  five  children- 
four  of  whom  reached  maturity:  Margaret  Kingsley, 
William  A.,  Henry  S.,  and  Ida S., who  passed  away  in 
the  bloom  of  girlhood,  aged  sixteen.  The  second 
wife  died  in  1882.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  was  a  truly  excellent 
woman.  Born  in  Pennsylvania,  she  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  James  Wilson,  a  farmer  of  the  Quaker  State. 
Her  paternal  ancestors,  the  Wilsons,  were  of 
Scotch  origin.  Margaret  Haslett,  wife  of  James 
Wilson,  was  the  mother  of  three  daughters,  and 
one  son,  Samuel.  The  daughtcre  were  Sarah, 
Jane  and  Margai-et.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Runkle  died  in  Pennsylvania.  Thegrandmo- 
ther,  who  still  survives,  was  married  again,  be- 
coming Mrs.  Richard  Savidge.  By  her  second 
husband  she  bore  one  son,  William  T,  They  em- 
igi'atod  from  Pennsylvania  to  Michigan  in  1841, 
and  made  the  long  journey  by  wagon.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  trained 
her  family  up  to  religious  observance. 

Reared  on  a  farm,  our  subject  early  became  self- 
supporting  and  from  thirteen  years  of  age  made 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  Being  the  eldest  of  the 
family,  he  was  obliged  to  assist  his  father  in  pay- 
ing ofT  debts  on  the  farm,  but  at  twenty-two  yeai-s 
of  age  he  began  work  for  himself.  He  first  rented 
a  small  farm  of  eighty  acres  belonging  to  his  mo- 
ther, and  which  was  located  on  the  State  line  of 
Indiana.  In  the  spring  of  1880,  he  bought  the 
homestead  of  one  hundi-ed  and  sixty  acres  where 
he  now  resides  upon  section  31,  and  has  since 
added  to  the  size  of  the  home  farm,  which  contains 
two  hundred  and  ten  acres.  Mr.  Runkle  also 
owns  a  half-interest  in  forty  acres  of  valuable 
land.  He  was  married  February  25,  1875,  to  Miss 
Jennie  M.  Baker,  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa„ 
tiie  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Hartman) 
Bakei.  Joseph  Baker,  a  native  of  Crawford 
County,  Pa.,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  re- 
moved from  his  early  home  to  Summit  County. 
Ohio,  and  later  located  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind. 
He  finally  settled  in  1867  in  Cass  County,  Mich., 
but  is  now  a  resident  of  Florida.     Mrs.  Baker  was  a 
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native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  (laiigiiter  of  Jacob 
Ilai'Unati,  wlio  with  his  wife  emigrated  from  Ger- 
many early  in  life.  Joseph  Kaker  is  a  stanch  Re- 
puhlican.  His  father,  John  Raker,  was  a  lumber- 
man a«<l  was  killed  in  a  sawmill  in  Ohio.  He 
left  tliree  sons  and  three  dnughlcrs  to  mourn  his 
loss.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uunkle  are  prominent  in  the 
social  and  i-eligious  life  of  their  hoine  neighbor- 
hood and  are  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
in  all  mattei-s  of  local  enterprise. 


i-5>+#l 


^^\  YRIJS  TUTHILL.  Secretary  of  the  Farmers' 
[l(  „  Mutual  Firo  Insui-ance  Company  of  Dowa- 
^^^  g\AC,  was  iKirn  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y., 
March  12,  1827.  His  father,  Gideon  Tuthill,  was 
born  in  the  same  Slate  and  county,  on  the  12th  of 
September,  1791,  and  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
TuUiill,  who  was  probably  born  in  the  same  coun- 
ty. The  first  member  of  this  family  that  came  to 
America  was  John  Tuthili,  who  emigrated  from 
England  in  1620,  and  settled  on  Long  Island  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  His  descendants  are  now 
scattei-ed  through  nine  of  the  States,  and  it  is  a  fact 
of  which  they  may  well  be  proud  that,  so  far  as 
known,  not  one  of  the  number  h.is  t-ver  been  ar- 
rested on  a  criminal  charge. 

The  great-grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Na- 
thaniel and  Margaret  Tuthill,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  January  17,  1730.  Grandfather  Tuthill 
was  born  June  G,  1761,  and  by  his  marriage  to 
Ruth  Knapp  became  the  father  of  nine  children, 
eight  of  whom  attained  manhood  and  womanhood, 
Gideon  being  tlie  eldest  of  the  number.  In  the 
honorable  pursuit  of  the  vocation  of  a  farmer, 
Benjamin  Tuthill  gained  prosperity  and  accumu- 
lated a  competency.  His  death  occurred  May  17, 
1820;  his  wife  survived  him  for  a  number  of 
years,  passing  away  on  the  24th  of  April,  1848. 

In  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  Gideon  Tuthill  married  Margaret  Pad- 
dock, the  daughter  of  Natlianiel  Paddock,  and  a 
groat-annt  of  Miss  Frances  J.  Crosby  (the  blind 
poetess).     At  the  age  of  tbirty-flve,  Mr.  Tuthill 


removed  to  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
purchased  land  and  made  his  home  until  death 
terminated  his  useful  career,  on  the  22dof  Septem- 
ber, 1867.  His  wife  passed  away  April  13,  1868. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  five  of 
whom  arc  still  living,  as  follows:  David,  a  promi- 
nent-fanner residing  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.; 
OH r  subject;  Mary,  Mrs.  Abram  Lane;  C.  D.,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Minnesota;  and  John  P., 
a  capitalist  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  and  the  owner  of  the 
old  homestead  in  Tompkins  County.  The  de- 
ceased children  were:  Laura,  who  married  Isa.ac 
itanfield,  and  died  in  New  York  State;  George, 
who  died  in  New  York;  and  Ruth,  who  married 
William  Gardner,  and  died  in  the  Empire  .State. 
Abram  Lane,  brother-in-law  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  in  Tompkins  County,  and  during  the  late 
war  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union.  Being 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Confedei-alcs,  he  was  placed 
in  Libby  Prison,  an<l  died  from  the  effects  of 
starvation  one  week  after  his  return  from  the  war. 
His  widow  makes  her  home  in  Dowagiac. 

When  nine  years  of  age,  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  also  conduc- 
ting his  studies  in  Ithaca  Academy.  He  taught 
school  in  Or.inge,  Chemung  and  Tompkins  Coun- 
ties, receiving  for  his  first  term  *10  per  month, 
and  for  his  last  term  124,  the  latter  amount  being 
tlien  considered  very  high  wages.  For  a  short 
time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company,  and  later  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Howells,  N.  Y.;  he  also  was  railroad  agent  for  two 
yeai-s  at  that  point.  In  1855  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  in  Dowagiac,  where  for  six  and  a- 
half  years  he  engaged  in  the  mcreantilc  business. 
From  that  he  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture, 
and,  purchasing  a  partly  improved  farm  in  Poka- 
gon  Township,  made  his  home  there  for  fourteen 
years,  and  conducted  genera!  farming  upon  its  one  ' 
hundred  and  thirty  acres. 

Leaving  the  farm  in  1879,  Mr.  Tuthill  came  to 
Dowagiac  and  engaged  in  the  insui'ance  business 
here.  On  the  16th  of  November,  1852,  he  married 
Miss  Finances,  daughter  of  Joseph  Beakes,  an  ex- 
tensive farmerof  OrangeCounty,  N.  Y'.    Mrs.Tut- 
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Mil  died  June  24,  IS79,  leaving  tliree  cliildrcu: 
Asnie  J.,  the  wife  of  John  Canriglil,  a  residenl  of 
Saratoga,  Wyo;  Harry  B.,  a  successful  lawyer  of 
Michigan  City;  and  Victor  M.,  a  manufacturer  of 
mill  supplies  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  a  member  of  tlie 
firm  of  Baldwin,  Tuthill  &  Bolten,  prominent  bus- 
iness men  of  that  city.  Politically,  Mr.  Tuthill 
was  a  Whig  until  1856,  and  since  then  has  been  a 
Republican.  At  the  present  time  lie  is  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Dowagiac,  and  has 
served  as  Supervisor  for  a  number  of  years.  Wliile 
residing  in  Pokagon  Township  he  was  .histice  of 
the  Peace  tor  two  years.  Socially,  lie  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is 
Past  Grand  of  the  lodge.  He  is  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  takes  great 
interest  in  religious  work. 

The  Farmera'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Cass  County  was  organized  May  8,  1863.  Mr. 
Tuthill  was  appointed  Secretary  in  March,  1876, 
and  has  held  that  position  even  since.  The  terri- 
tory of  the  company  covers  Beriieu,Cass  and  Van 
Buren  Counties,  and  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1R92,  there  were  three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty  members.  The  charter  of  the  company  ex- 
pii-ed  May  8,  1893,  at  whicli  time  a  new  company, 
called  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Dowagiac,  was  organized.  The  charter 
of  the  old  company  expired  by  constitutional  lim- 
itation, and  the  new  company  was  organized 
Kehruary  2,  189a,  and  a  charter  adopted.  At  a 
meeting  held  May  17,  1892,  oflicers  were  elected, 
and  our  subject  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the 
new  company.  There  are  now  about  thirty-one 
hundred  stockholders,  and  when  there  is  a  loss 
an  jissessment  ia  made  to  pay  the  damages.  The 
mtes  do  not  exceed  one-half  of  the  regular  stan- 
dard companies,  thus  securing  cheap  and  safe  in- 
surance. The  fee  is  |2  for  membership,  and  ten 
cents  on  ench  $100  invested. 

The  President  of  the  company  is  C.  H.  Kim- 
merly,  a  i-esident  of  La  Grange  Township,  Cass 
Connty.  There  are  seven  Directors,  including  the 
President  and  Secretary.  The  others  are  as  fol- 
lows: John  W.Bedford,  of  Bernen  County;  Eras- 
tus  Osliiirn,  of  Van  Burou  County;  M.  .1.  Gard,  of 
Volinia  Township,  Cass  County;  William  E.  Bogue, 


of  Pcnn  Township.  Cass  County;  and  T.  T.  Ilig- 
gins,  of  Jefferson  Township,  Cass  County.  The 
company  is  chartered  by  the  State,  and  is  upon  a 
sohd  financial  iMisis.  An  annual  stjitemenl  is  is- 
sued and  published  for  two  consecutive  weeks  in 
the  county  papers  during  the  month   of  January. 


^1'  AMES  F.  DUNBAR.  Few  families  in  Penn 
ll  Township  have  a  higher  standing  for  char- 
^^  I'  acter,  ability  and  enterprise  than  the  one 
'J^^  represented  by  the  name  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph,  and  in  its  various  members  it  is  emi- 
nently worthy  of  the  respect  which  is  universally 
conceded  to  it.  The  county  has  been  fortunate  in 
being  developed  by  such  men,  who  were  not 
only  ambitious,  but  broad-minded  and  far-seeing. 
Many  portions  of  this  county  are  as  attractive  as 
though  laid  out  by  a  landscape  gardener,  and  in 
any  part  of  it  there  is  no  more  divei'sity  of  scen- 
ery than  in  Penn  Township. 

James  F,  Dunbar  was  born  in  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  July  28,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Archibald 
and  Elizabeth  (Frame)  Dunbar.  The  father  was 
born  in  Ohio  about  1819,  and  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. He  left  his  native  State  at  an  early  day 
and  made  his  way  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  tilled  the  soil  successfully  for  many  years. 
There  his  death  occurred  about  1872.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Ohio,  and  died  .at  South  Bend,  Ind., 
about  1877.  Grandfather  Dunbar  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  during  his  entire  career  was  en- 
gaged in  cultivating  the  soil  in  tliat  State.  His 
death  occurred  in  Berrien  County,  where  he  was 
well  and  favorably  known. 

The  original  of  this  notice  grew  to  mature  years 
in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  received  his  scholas- 
tic advantages  in  the  common  schools,  never  .it- 
tending  after  his  father's  death.  The  latter  was 
twice  married — first  to  a  Miss  Myler  in  Berrien 
County,  and  one  child,  who  died  young,  was  the 
result  of  Ihis  union.  The  father  ran  a  meat-market 
and  grocery  in  Buchanan  for  about  live  years.    In 
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tlie  year  1879  Okir  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Min- 
nie li.  Boyle,  wliosc  biithplace  is  Berrien  County, 
Midi.  Her  parents,  Godlip  and  Mai'y  Boyle,  were 
early  settlers  of  tliat  cOunty,  and  both  natives  of 
Go,™.™,. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  resulted  in  tlie 
birth  of  one  child,  Ilaltie  May,  wlio  is  a  bright, 
intelligent  little  girl.  Farming  has  been  our  sub- 
ject's chosen  calling  through  life,  and  the  earnest 
manner  in  ivhich  he  has  tnken  hold  of  all  advanced 
ideas  and  principles  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
success  lie  has  made  of  this  calling.  He  has  two 
good  farms — one  of  forty  acres,  five  and  a-liaif 
miles  northeast  of  the  county  scat;  and  tiic  other 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  six  and  a-Uatf  miles 
northeast,  on  section  9. 

In  bis  religious  views,  Mr.  Dunbar  is  a  Quaker, 
and  his  wife  holds  mcmbershipin  the  same  church. 
They  take  a  deep  interest  in  their  chureli  and  its 
progress,  but  are  also  interested  in  allothor  worthy 
enterprises  and  contribute  freely  of  their  means  to 
their  support.  Both  are  highly  esteemed  and  have 
many  warm  friends.  Mr.  Dunbar  is  a  member  of 
tlie  Farmers'  Alliance. 


,IL  ENRY  FIIWT.  Of  that  sturdy  and  inde- 
Ivjjij  pendent  class,  the  farmei-s  of  Michigan, 
Is^^  none  are  possessed  of  more  genuine  merit 
(^)  and  a  stronger  character  than  he  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  has 
risen  to  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  of  success 
in  his  calling  as  an  agriculturist,  and  wherever 
known  he  is  conceded  to  be  an  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive tiller  of  the  soil,  imbued  with  all  those 
qualities  of  go-aliead-ativeness  which  have  char- 
acterized bis  ancestors. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  in  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  in  1859,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Fred  and 
Louisa  (Kukelhan)  First.  The  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  Fred  and  Angeline  First,  were  natives 
of  Germany,  where  they  were  I'cared  and  married. 
At  an  early  date  they  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  Berrien  County, Mich,,  where 


they  became  the  ownei-s  of  large  tracts  of  land, 
seven  or  eight  hundred  acres.  The  grandfather 
was  a  man  of  means  when  he  came  to  this  country, 
and  he  lost  nothing  by  setting  his  feet  on  Amer- 
ican soil.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
priucipatiy,  and  all  his  operations  were  attended 
with  success.  His  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  children,  who  are  in  the  order  of  their 
births  as  follows:  Fred,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Henrietta,  Mrs.  Fred  Kukelhan;  Angeline,  wife  of 
William  Krohne;  and  Sophia,  tlie  wife  of  Henry 
Horseman.  Mr.  Fii-st  was  a  Lutheran  in  his  re- 
ligious views,  and,  in  politics,  was  a  Republican. 
All  his  children  were  natives  of  the  Old  Country, 
and   came    with  him  on    the    voyage    acrass    the 

When  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  Fred  First, 
Jr.,  started  out  for  himself  and  began  working  by 
the  month  on  a  farm.  After  working  several  years 
he  married  Miss  Louisa  Kukelhan,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  shortly  afterward  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Berrien  County,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  He  has  added  from  time  to 
time  to  the  original  tract  of  land  until  he  now 
has  about  nine  hundred  acres,  [wtrt  in  Berrien  and 
the  remainder  in  Cass  County.  Although  he  be- 
gan at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  he  worked  steadily 
away,  .ind  has  now  almost  reached  the  topmost 
round.  His  chief  occupation  has  been  farming, 
and  in  that  he  excels.  The  fruits  of  his  union 
were  nine  children,  three  of  whom  died  young, 
the  others  being  Sophia,  who  married  Herman 
Gi-abemyrc;  Henry,  our  subject;  Lizzie,  who  mar- 
ried Fred  Filling;  Lewis;  Frank;  and  Emma,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Fritz  Wool!',  but  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Our  subject  with  his  parents  holds  membership 
in  the  Lutiieran  Church,  and  all  are  highly  re- 
spected as  worthy  and  exemplary  members.  The 
father  was  an  ardent  Republican  in  his  political 
views.  Henry  First  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage,  and  received  a  good  prac- 
tical education  in  the  common  schools.  When 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  married  Miss  Anna 
Varnau,  daughter  of  Fred  ami  Caroline  Varnau. 
Four  children  were  the  result  of  this  marriage,  and 
arc  named  as  follows;  Freddie,  Kddie,  Clara  and 
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Mfty.  Like  his  father,  onr  Buhjfct  is  a  strong  sii])- 
porter  of  liepuMican  principles,  iinii  has  been 
Township  Clerk  two  yeara.  At  the  time  of  liia 
marriage  his  father  gave  him  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  on  which  he  is  now  living,  and  on 
which  he  has  made  many  great  improvement. 


"^=i^«'**'Ba#i«&^  < 


^B;  LONZO  VINCENT,  proprietor  of  IIoU^I 
^KJIi    Benton,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Ciay- 

///  It'  ton,  JeHei-son  County,  N.  T.,  January  16, 
^  1844.     His  parents,    Albert  and    Harriet 

(Slater)  Vincent,  were  natives  of  New  York,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1845,  locating  in  Mi\rshall, 
and  thence,  three  years  afterwards,  removed  to 
Berrien  County.  They  settled  on  a  farm,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  ngricnltural  pursuits  for 
some  time,  and  later  came  to  Benton  Harlior,  where 
he  died  in  1886.  His  widow  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  this  city. 

In  the  jMirentiil  family  thci-e  were  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  Alonzo  being  the  eld- 
est in  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  tomanliood  in 
Berrien  County,  where  he  gained  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  In  1861,  when  a  youth  of 
seventeen,  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union, 
becoming  a  member  of  Company  D,  Sixty-sixth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  the  Western  Sharpshooters, 
and  ixirticipated  in  a  number  of  the  hardest 
fought  battles  of  the  war,  including  the  engage- 
ments at  FL  Donelson,  Shiloh,  luka,  the  siege 
of  Corinth,  and  later  the  battle  of  Corinth  and 
numerous  other  engagements.  Later  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Gen. 
Logan  commanding,  and  served  with  fidelity  and 
valor  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  regiment 
participated  in  the  march  to  the  sea  with  Sherman 
and  went  thence  through  the  Carolinasnnd  Virginia 
to  Washington,  where  they  toolc  part  in  the  Grand 
Review.  Our  subject  was  mustered  out  at  Spring- 
field, 111.,  in  July  of  1865. 

Returning  to  Berrien  County,  Mr.  Vincent  em- 
barked in  the  hotel  business  at  Coloma,  but  soon 
allerwards  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  and  assumed 


the  management  of  the  American  House.  In  July, 
I8SI(),  he  became  proprietor  of  Hotel  Benton,  the 
finest  and  most  sncccssful  hotel  in  Benton  Harbor, 
and  one  of  the  best  in  southwestern  Micliigan. 
The  house  contains  sixty-seven  rooms  for  the 
accommodation  of  his  guests,  and  is  conducted  in 
fli-st-class  style.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Vincent  carefully 
supervise  all  the  departments  of  the  business. for 
the  purpose  of  ple.-ising  their  guests,  and  the  table 
service  is  unexcelled.  The  sut>erior  character  of 
the  accommodations  afforded  have  secured  for  the 
house  the  favor  of  the  citizens  of  Benton  Har- 
bor and  the  traveling  public. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Vincent  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Misa  Elmira  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucy 
(Young)  Enos,  of  Bainbridge  Township,  Berrien 
County.  Tliey  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Maude  E.,  an  accomplished  and  refined  young  lady, 
and  Gertrude  Marie,  a  bright  and  winning  cliild. 
In  his  political  preference  Mr.  Vincent  gives  iiis 
support  to  the  Republican  party  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  issues  of  the  day.  Socially, 
he  is  identified  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  prominent  member  of 
George  H.  Thomas  Tost  No.  14,  G.  A.  R. 


^^  YLVANUSB.GLINES.  Prominent  among 
^^^  Mason  Township's  weaitiiy  and  intliien- 
|l/j|  tial  citizens  stands  S.  B.  Glines.  who 
is  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in  Orleans 
County,  Derby  Township,  near  the  Canada  line, 
March  20,  1823.  He  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  of  eleven  children,  and  the  eldest  of  six  sons 
born  to  Asa  and  Roxanna  (Sinclair)  Glines,  both 
natives  of  Vermont. 

An  old  Vermont  family,  theGlineses  are  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  trace  their  ancestors  back  to  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  Asa's  father  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  under  Perry,  and  was  sta- 
tioned on  Lake  Erie,  He  was  for  many  years  an  ho- 
tel-keeper near  the  Derby  line,  on  the  Vermont  side, 
and  was  a  shrewd,  hard-working  Vermont  Yankee 
who  knew  how  his  money  came,  and  how  to  take 
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care  of  it.  About  1811  Asa  Glines  tiiniod  his  face 
towards  the  setting  sun  and  selected  a  home  near 
PaJDcsville,  Ijike  County,  Ohio,  abontthiity  miles 
from  Cleveland,  and  then  sent  back  for  his  family. 

The  original  of  this  notice  being  the  eldest  son, 
nil  the  res|iousibility  of  bringing  the  family 
through  rested  on  his  shoulders.  Although  but 
eighteen  years  of  age,  lie  displayed  an  unusual 
amount  of  good  jud^'ment  and  ability  in  the  man- 
agement of  this  responsibility.  lie  went  by  way 
of  I^akc  Champlnin  and  the  Canal,  and  reached 
the  Buckeye  State  without  an  accident.  The  good 
sound  sense  and  excellent  business  tact  displayed 
at  Umt  lime  have  marked  his  career  through  life, 
and  have  miide  bim  one  of  the  sul)(<tan tiat  men  of 
his  section,  Tlie  father  of  our  subject  died  in 
Ijikc  County,  Ohio,  about  1S60. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph 
Sinclair,  was  also  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  a  car- 
penter and  joiner  by  trade.  He  came  West  to  Ohio 
at  an  early  date  and  died  at  I'oinesville.  Of  his 
six  children  all  were  sons  but  Mrs.  Glines,  and 
were  named  as  follows:  .loseph,  John,  Greenleaf, 
Milton  and  Aaron.  All  came  West  to  Ohio  and 
were  lairly  well  educated,  a  number  of  them  teach- 
ing school.  One  or  two  kept  hotel,  hut  the  re- 
mainder were  farmers, and  all  became  wealthy  men. 
Their  last  days  were  passed  in  Ohio. 

Of  the  brothers  and  sisters  born  to  our  subject, 
I^aura,  who  was  a  teacher  in  her  early  life,  married 
and  died  in  Vermont.  Lucinda,  also  a  teacher, 
came  West  and  married  John  Kelsey.  After  his 
death  she  moved  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  is  now  re- 
siding with  a  daughter.  Alexander  died  in  Ohio 
of  fever  and  ague  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  Car- 
los was  a  merchant  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  re- 
mained single  all  his  life.  He  was  at  one  time 
Postmaster  in  Wisconsin,  accumulated  a  comfort- 
able comi)etency,  and  died  there  in  I8S2.  Homer 
came  to  Michigan  and  resided  in  that  State  until 
bis  death  in  Cass  County,  in  1892.  Hewasasingle 
man.  George,  a  teacher  in  early  life,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  War  and  thus  lost  his  health.-  For 
ten  years  before  his  death  he  was  Superintendent 
of  the  poor  farm  in  Summit  County, Ohio,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  salary  for  hisserviccs.  Charles  was 
educated  at  Hillsdale,  and  followed  the  occupation 


of  a  teacher  for  some  time.  When  but  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  went  to  Oberlin  to  enter  college, 
but  instead  enlisted  in  the  army  as  a  sharp-shooter, 
and  died  at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.  Frank  went 
South  during  the  war  and  was  among  the  missing, 
for  nothing  was  ever  heard  of  him  again. 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
securing  a  good  education  and  in  assisting  his 
father  with  the  farm  work,  and  in  the  hotel.  Later 
he  taught  school,  and  then,  in  1841,  brought  the 
family  to  Ohio.  Until  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and  then  started 
for  himself  by  working  out  during  the  summer 
months.  For  this  he  received  the  sum  of  *I2  per 
month.  In  the  winter  time  he  attended  school, 
and  thus  laid  the  foundation  for  his  subsequent 
prosperous  career.  In  1849  he  married  MissMary 
Nye,  of  Painesville,  Ohio.  Her  father  was  a  prom- 
inent and  wealthy  farmer,  who  gave  bis  children 
good  educational  advantages.  Mrs.  Glines  had 
been  a  teacher,  and  her  seven  brothers  bad  all  liec,n 
teachers  at  some  time  or  other  of  their  lives.  One 
brother,  Silas  H.  Nye,  was  a  prominent  plow  man- 
ufactnier  at  Union  City,  Mich.,  and  made  a  for- 
tune, but  reverses  came  and  he  lost  all. 

In  1850  oui  subject  came  to  MiLhigtn  bcught 
thirty  acres  in  Mason  Township  and  engaged  in 
the  nui-sory  business  having  levined  giifting  in 
Ohio.  This  he  followed  successfullj  foi  eleven 
years,  and  then  iiecame  i  lai^e  tiadci  in  horses, 
cattle  and  sheep  He  bought  and  sold  land,  and 
everything  be  touched  seemed  to  turn  into  nionev 
For  the  past  few  j  eats  he  his  done  but  little  oi  no 
work,  except  to  look  aftei  his  vaiious  interests, 
and  for  years  lie  has  been  a  large  loanerof  money. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  but  did  not  serve,  and  ho  has 
been  a  Dii-ector  in  the  schools  for  eighteen  years. 
He  has  also  served  as  Town  Clerk,  and  was  on  the 
School  Examining  Board  of  the  county.  He  made 
the  race  for  Supervisor  against  Henry  Thompson, 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  of  the  townsliip,and 
the  vote  was  a  tie.  They  cast  lots  and  lie  lost  it, 
Mr.  Glines  has  be-on  administrator  for  several  es- 
tates and  isaman  well  liked  by  all.  His  wife, who 
for  many  years  had  been  an  invalid,  died  March 
26,1888.     Their  children  were  Mary  and  George, 
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The  eldest  was  well  educated  in  music  and  married 
M.  J.  Nutting,  a  prominent  and  wealthy  stock- 
man of  Porter  Townsiiip,  and  George  manied 
Miss  Coia  Pendle,  daughter  of  Colins  Pcndle,  of 
Cliieago.and  tliey  have  three  children:  Ethel  May, 
Glen  Bates  and  Russell.  One  died  in  iufancy.  Mrs. 
George  Glines'    brother,   Theodore,  is  a  banker  in 


^^'  n.  WKTIJKRBKE,  a  j)rosp<!rous  agrieuit- 
@fu|     urist  and  extensive  stock-raisci  of  New- 

Ijj  is  burg  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and 
^0  for  over  a  half-century  a  constant    resi- 

dent of  the  State,  has  been  since  1864  closely 
identified  with  the  growth  and  progress  of  his 
present  locality.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1824.  Mis  parents,  William  and 
Laura  (Doubleday)  Wetlierhee,  were  natives  of 
New  England,  reared  and  educated  in  their  early 
liomes.  The  father  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  the 
mother  in  Connecticut.  After  some  years  in  the 
Empire  State,  William  Wetherbee  determined  to 
emigrate  to  the  farther  West,  and  with  his  wife  and 
family  journeyed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  Our  subject  w.as  a  lad  nine  years 
of  age  when  he  i-cmoved  with  liis  parents  to  their 
new  home.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  upou 
his  father's  farm,  and  he  gained  an  education  in  tlic 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Having  at- 
tained to  self-reliant  manhood,  Mr.  Wetherbee  be- 
gan life  for  himself,  and  married  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  whore  he  later  buried  his  wife. 

After  he  located  in  Cass  County,  Mr,  Wetherbee 
a  second  time  entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Miranda 
JStannard.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
immediately  settled  upon  the  homestead,  which  is 
now  increased  to  a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres. and 
is  one  of  the  highly  improved  and  most  valuable 
farms  in  this  section  ot  the  State,  The  pleasant 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wetherbee  has  been  cheered 
by  the  presence  of  children,  two  sons,  Edgar  and 
Charles,     Edgar  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  course  of 


instruction  in  Valparaiso,  Ind.  He  afterwards 
attended  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Mich. 
Charles  is  now  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor.  Both  of  the  sons  arc 
promising  young  men,  and  are  fitting  themselves 
to  worthily  perform  their  work  in  life.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  self-made  man,  and  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  a  representative  American  citizen.  Unas- 
suming and  unostentatious,  he  has  with  energy  and 
resolution  devoted  himself  to  his  daily  business 
and  with  excellent  judgment  has  given  to  his  sons 
that  most  valuable  of  capitals,  a  thorough  cduca- 

Mr.  Wetherbee  is  well  known  as  a  friend  to 
advancement  and  progressive  industries.  He  lias 
ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  [lertaining 
to  local  enterprise  and  improvements,  A  tlior- 
oughly  practical  general  farmer  and  experienced 
stock-raiser,  he  has  in  his  chosen  avocation  achieved 
more  than  ordinary  success.  Although  closely 
occupied  with  the  many  cares  of  agricultural  life, 
our  subject  is  widely  known  and  is  univei-sally  re- 
spected. 


an  extensive  general 
prosperously  handling  a  high 
and  industriously  tilling  the 
1)^^'  soil  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  fertile  acres, 
four  miles  southeast  of  New  Buffalo,  Berrien 
County,  Micii.,  is  a  citizen  of  executive  abihty  and 
has  with  great  acceptability  held  the  most  im|x>rt- 
ant  ofiiicinl  positions  in  the  township.  Numbered 
among  the  leading  agriculturists,  Mr.  Schwcnk 
has  been  identified  with  the  growth  and  history  of 
his  present  locality  from  his  youth.  Born  August 
19,  1849,  about  six  miles  from  Buffalo,  Erie 
County,  N.  Y,,  our  subject  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Reuss)  Scliwenk,  both  [Ntrents  be- 
ing ef  German  birth  and  parentage.  It  was  in 
1848  that  Hie  father  and  mother  crossed  the  ocean 
to  America.  I^anding  in  New  Orleans,  they  re- 
mained there  for  a  time,  but  during  the  terrible 
epidemic  of  cholera  left  the  South  and  made  their 
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liome  in  New  York.  Tliey  lived  in  tlic  Krnpite 
Slate  upon  a  t.ii'in  until,  removing  to  ttie  West, 
tlicy  settled  in  Michigan  and  located  peinmnently 
in  New  Buffalo  Townsliii).  Berrien  County.  The 
father  had  in  liis  native  country  combined  the 
trades  of  a  cooi>cr  and  hrewer. 

Soon  lifter  their  arrival  in  Berrien  County  the 
father  and  two  brothers  purciiased  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  heavily  timbered.  This  land, 
cleared  and  cultivated,  is  now  laid  out  into  line 
farms.  Tlie  land  was  all  improved  by  the  Scliwenk 
family,  who  were  energetic  and  industrious.  The 
paUrnal  grandfather,  Henry  Schwenk,  died  in  his 
native  land.  The  father  of  our  subject  survived 
about  twelve  years  after  he  made  his  home  in  the 
township,  and  passed  away  in  1860.  His  excellent 
wife,  now  a  i-csident  of  New  Buffalo,  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  ten  ohildit'n,  five  sons  and  five 
daughtei-s.  During  the  cold  winter  of  1864  the 
family  were  violently  attacked  with  scarlet  fever, 
and  llii-ee  sons  and  t"0  dauf>;htera  succumbed  to 
the  terrible  disease.  The  devoted  mother,  earing 
tenderly  for  her  children,  experienced  many  trials 
and  sufferinffs  in  those  days.  She  is  now  sixty- 
live  yeare  of  age  and  is  not  far  separated  fi-om  the 
remaining  members  of  her  family.  John  C.  was 
the  eldest  of  the  ten  cliildi-en,  and,  educated  mostly 
in  Berrien  County,  received  only  six  months  of 
schooling  all  told.  As  soon  as  old  enough  he  was 
obliged  to  Uke  an  active  part  in  the  daily  work 
of  life.  Ambitious  to  improve  his  stock  of  knowl- 
edge, Mr.  Schwenk  took  private  instruction  from 
the  book-keeper  of  his  father,  and  by  close  and  in- 
telligent observation  and  reading  lias  gained  a 
varied  store  of  practical  information. 

Our  subject  was  married  January  21,  1871,  to 
Miss  Barbara  Groi)p,a  native  of  Ohio,and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  and  Barbam  (Yenney)  Gropp. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Schwenk  were  early  settlers  of 
J^  Porte  County,  Ind.  Mrs.  Gropp  died  in  New 
Buffalo  Township  April  10,  1893.  Our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
Charles  F.  and  John  K.  The  family  are  attend- 
ants of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwenk  and  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject have  been  active  and  influential  members. 
Politically,  Mr.  Schwenk  is  a  prominent  Democrat 


and  h.ts  for  years  almost  continuously  held  oHice. 
lie  cast  his  flret  Presidential  vote  for  Greeley,  and 
later  served  with  efficiency  two  terms  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  He  was  Township  Treasurer  one 
term,  and  in  1889  elected  Supervisor,  has  held  that 
important  office  ever  since,  and  now.  with  faithful 
ability,  is  discharging  the  duties  of  liis  fifth  term. 
Especially  interested  in  all  mattei-s  concerning 
educational  advancement  and  extension  lie  has  for 
twenty-one  years  as  School  Director  aided  materi- 
ally in  bringing  the  schools  of  the  district  up  to 
their  present  high  standard  of  scliolarship  and  in- 
struction. i^aternaUy,  our  subject  was  a  charier 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  car- 
ries 12,000  insurance  in  the  order.  As  a  leading 
factor  in  New  Buffalo  Township  improvemcntsand 
as  a  sincere  and  earnest  man,  conscientious  in  his 
work  of  life,  Mr.  Schwenk  is  appreciated  by  all 
who  know  him,  and  he  possesses  the  high  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fei low-townsmen. 


w: 


R.  WALKER.  No  morehighly  respected 
id  esteemed  citizen  lives  in  Cass  County 
^^  than  the  one  of  whom  we  write,  who  lias 
been  a  successful  agriculturist  here  for  many  years, 
and  throughout  all  that  time  h.is  so  conducted 
himself  as  to  earn  the  just  admiration  and  regard 
of  his  neighboi's  and  associates.  He  was  born  in 
Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  November  28,  1849,  ami 
is  a  son  of  Jesse  P.  Walker,  and  grandson  of  Rob- 
ert Walker.  The  latter  was  an  early  settler  of 
Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  and  there  passed  his  last 
days.  Jesse  P.  Walker  was  born  at  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.,  and  remained  there  until  ten  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio.  Ho  was  one  of  ten  children.  After  reach- 
ing manhood  lie  was  married  in  Trumbull  County 
to  Miss  Orlina  Benedict, daughter  of  William  Ben 
edict,  who  was  it  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Trumbull  County.  He  served 
through  the  War  of  1812. 

After  marriage  Jesse  Walker  located  in  Trumbull 
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County  and  was  engaged  in  agricultiirril  pursuits 
until  1867,  when  he  moved  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
engaged  in  farming,  and  was  thus  busily  employed 
for  twenty-tbree  years.  From  lliere  ho  moved  to 
Marcellus,  and  died  in  that  town  ou  the  20tii  of 
January,  1890.  He  was  a  good  man,  and  for  many 
years  was  identified  with  the  history  of  the  best 
movements  of  Cass  County,  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  liis  mai-riage,  three  reaehed  mature  years. 
The  mothcrof  our  subjeot  died  on  the  20th  of  No- 
vember, 1885,  and  Mr.  Walker's  seeond  marriage 
was  with  Mrs.  Louisa  Bogart,  who  bore  him  one 
ehild,  Jesse.  Mr.  Walker  was  Highway  Commis- 
sroner  ill  Newburg  Township,  this  county,  and  in 
[jolitics  was  a  Republican.  He  held  membei-ship 
with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  was 
Class-leader  in  the  same  for  years.  He  met  with 
good  success  in  his  chosen  occupation,  and  was  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on 
which  were  substantial  buildings,  barns,  etc. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  attained  hisgi-owth 
and  secured  a  fair  education  in  the  Buckeye  State, 
attending  the  subscription  schools  of  the  same  un- 
til seventeen  years  of  age.  He  then  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  his  parents,  and  on  tlie  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1871,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Kudd, 
daughter  of  B.  Rudd,  who  was  a  farmer  and  car- 
penter of  Newburg  Townsliip,  this  county.  Her 
father  was  a  native  Vermonter  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan about  1840,  settling  in  La  Grange  Township, 
Cass  County.  After  marriage  Mr.  Walker  settled 
in  Newburg  Township,  on  section  4,  improved  a 
good  farm,  and  there  resided  for  twentj'  years, 
when  lie  moved  to  Marceilus.  This  was  in  1872, 
and  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  town  since.  He 
has  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  on  section  4, 
and  it  19  all  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  is 
a  general  farmer  and  stock-raiaer,  and  aims  tokeej) 
the  best  kind  of  slock  on  his  farm.  His  buildings 
are  all  in  good  condition  and  are  an  ornament  to 
the  place,  and  his  fences  are  kept  in  good  repair. 

Mr.  Walker  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Newburg  Township  for  three  successive  terms,  and 
has  also  been  Highway  Commissioner  of  his  town- 
ship. In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Methodist, 
and  he  was  Class-leader  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
four   children   born  to  his  union  were  as  follows: 


Viola,  Earlie,  Birdie  and  William  Edward,  all  at 
home.  Barker  Rudd,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Walker, 
served  all  thi-ough  the  Rebellion  and  was  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River. 
This  severe  wound  was  partly  the  cause  of  his 
death  in  1880. 


Ilt©@l^^*^" 


,lr^'\<)BERT  A.  WALTON.  Mi.  Walton  is  a 
IL^  man  whom  nature  seems  to  have  especi- 
iliWl  ally  designed  to  be  a  farmer,  for  owing 
^^to  his  desire  to  keep  out  of  the  beaten 
path  and  to  his  adoption  of  new  and  improved 
methods,  together  with  industry  and  good  judg- 
ment, he  has  met  witli  more  than  the  average 
degree  of  success  in  pursuing  his  calling.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  liundied  and  seventy-nine 
acres  on  sections!)  and  16,  Niles  TownsJiip,  and 
although  the  most  of  it  was  improved  when  lie 
settled  on  it,  it  is  now  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation 
and  is  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  township. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del., 
near  Milford,  Novemter  11,  1832,  and  his  father, 
Joseph  Walton,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State. 
The  latter  was  married  in  his  native  Stal«  to  Miss 
Eliza  A.  Houston,  of  Delaware,  and  farming  was  his 
princii>al  occupation  in  life.  Mrs.  Walton's  fa- 
ther, Clemont  Houston,  was  a  product  of  Delaware 
soil  also,  and  in  that  State  st>ent  his  entire  life. 
After  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject  farmed 
for  a.  number  of  years  in  their  native  State,  but  in 
March,  1836,  removed  te  Micliigan,  locating  in 
Howard  Township,  Cass  County,  on  a  farm.  About 
three  years  afterward  the  father  was  killed  by  a 
falling  tree.  His  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave 
when  about  eighty-three  yeai's  of  age.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four 
dauglitei-s,  six  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  children,  our  subject 
was  the  seventh  child  and  fourth  son.  He  was 
about  four  years  of  age  wfien  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence all  his  recollections  are  of  this  State.  His 
time  was  divided  in  youth  between  assisting  to  clear 
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tlic  farm  ami  iti  uttL-nding  the  district  school,  and 
tie  remained  under  tijc  parental  roof  uirti!  about 
seventeen  .veal's  of  age.  When  starting  out  for 
liinisclf  he  worked  by  the  inontli  on  a  farm,  and 
then  spent  one  year  in  acardhig-miU.  Tlie  break- 
ing out  of  tbo  Civil  War  (itled  liim  with  jjatriot- 
ism,and  in  1861  lie  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twelfth 
Micliigan  Infantry.  Four  yeai-s  of  Ins  life  were 
lusscd  in  lighting  for  tbe  Stars  and  Stripes, and  he 
|>artifi paled  in  many  Uard-fonght  battles.  He  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant,  took  an  active 
part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  was  wounded  at 
Clarendon,  Ark.,  a  piece  of  shell  striking  his  shouU 
dor.  In  Marcb,  18ti6,  be  received  his  discharge  at 
Jackson,  Midi.,  after  wjiicli  lie  returned  to  Cass 
County  and  engaged  in  fanning. 

In  October,  1866,  our  subject  was  married  M) 
Miss  Melvina  Kibble,  a  native  of  Uerricn  County, 
Mich  ,  of  which  Statu  her  itarents  were  early  set- 
tlci-8,  locating  in  the  same  alwut  1828.  In  the 
s|iring  of  1867  Mr.  Walton  bougbt  his  present 
farm.  This  was  then  in  an  undeveloped  state,  only 
a  log  house  on  tbe  jilace,  buttheyoiingcouple  wont 
actively  to  work  to  cultivate  and  improve  it.  Ity 
their  marriage  were  born  six  sons:  liyron  A.,  agi-ad- 
uate  of  South  Itend  Business  College,  who  is  now 
a  stenogtapber  and  type-writer  in  that  city;  Jay  E., 
who  is  athomc;  Herbert, lloy,Dwight  and  Artbur. 
All  the  children  were  born  on  tbe  fiirm  where  our 
subject  now  lives.  Formerly  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views,  Mr.  Walton  is  now  a  I'robibition- 
ist.  lie  isa  member  of  Frank  Gmves  Post  No.  164, 
C  A.  It.,  at  Niles,  and  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Kpiscopat  Church  at  Nilcs,  being 
a  Steward  and  Trustee  in  the  same. 


*  KWIS  SllTHKHLA 
I  p  farmer  and  substf 
/1!A  County,  Mich.,  has 


LAND, a  prosperous  general 
iubstantial  citizen  of  Berrien 
..has  been  a  constant  resident 
of  Benton  Township  for  more  than  two-score 
years.  A  native  of  New  York,  he  was  born  in 
Broome  County  in    1831.     The  Empire  State    was 


also  the  birthplace  and  long-time  home  of  his 
parents,  Lot  and  Lydia  (Bliss)  Sutherland.  The 
|»ateriial  great-grandfather  emigrated  from  Scot- 
land to  the  United  Stales  in  an  early  day.  Our 
subject  was  one  of  tbe  eight  sons  and  daughters 
who  blessed  the  borne  of  his  |Nirenls.  A  little 
boy  live  years  of  age,  he  accompanied  his  father 
and  mother  to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  with  them 
settled  in  Kalamazoo,  which  was  then  unnameil, 
having  only  a  land-offlce.  After  four  years  the 
family  located  in  Berrien  County,  making  their 
home  in  liaiiibridge  Township,  whei-e  Lewis  at- 
tained to  mature  years. 

Mr.  Sutherland  received  a  good  common-school 
education  in  the  district  of  bis  bonic,  and  with 
diligence  improved  every  opportunity  for  educa- 
tional advancement.  Trained  by  his  parents  into 
habits  of  thrifty  industry,  he  arrived  at  manhood 
energetic  and  enterprising.  In  1853,  he  began 
life  for  himself,  and,  coming  to  Benton  Township, 
received  immediate  employment  in  the  service 
of  Maj.  Pearl.  At  about  tiiat  same  time  he  in- 
vested bis  small  rapital  in  a  quarter-section  of 
land,  and  since,  winning  bis  way  i-apidly  upward, 
has  become  the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  valuable 

In  1860,  Lewis  Sutherland  and  Miss  Matilda 
A.  Howard,  daughter  of  Joseph  S.  Howard,  were 
united  in  marriage.  Unto  Mr.  Sutherland  and 
his  estimable  wife  were  born  six  children,  two  of 
whom  died  when  young.  Tbe  three  sons  sur- 
viving are  Sterling  L.,  Darwin  B.  and  Lot  F.,  all 
practical  and  successful  general  agriculturists  and 
men  of  usefulness  and  inlluenec  in  Benton  Town- 
ship. The  daughter,  Addie.  is  the  wife  of  Rodney 
Pearl,  a  son  of  Maj.  L.  W.  Pearl,  and  is  also  a  resi- 
dent of  Benton  Township.  Tbe  sons  and  daugh- 
ter, reared  amid  the  scenes  of  their  childhood,  have 
each  and  all  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  best  in- 
struction afforded  by  their  home  locality.  Well 
fitted  for  life's  duties,  they  have  now  become 
prominent  factors  in  the  development  of  tbe  social 
and  business  enterprises  of  tbe  county,  and  com- 
mand the  con  lidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  com- 
munity, with  whom,  as  life-time  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, tliey  have  been  long  associated. 

Mr.  Sutherland  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,and 
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has  (liscliaiged  with  efficiency  the  duties  pertain- 
ing to  VJirioiiB  town  otHces.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
valued  nieinber  of  tlic  Ancient,  Fi'ee  &  Accepted 
Masons.  He  was  also  one  of  the  charter  meinhei-s 
of  Pearl  Grange  and  has  been  itn  active  worker 
in  that  organization.  Our  subject  1ms  never  had  a 
mortgage  on  his  property,  nor  ever  had  a  law  suit. 
Devoting  his  life  mainly  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil, 
he  has  achieved  great  success,  and  as  a  repre- 
sentative agriculturist  and  citizen  of  broad  views 
has  materially  aided  in  the  rapid  advancement 
and  progressive  interests  of  Berrien  County. 
Widely  known,  lie  is  univereally  regarded  as  a 
man  of  ability  and  sterling  integrity  of  character. 


l^ANIEL  ISAUSIIKK,  a  leading  fruit-grower 
I  JjJ  and  old  settler  of  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
^^^  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  and,  reared  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  there  married  Miss 
Minnie  Vileer,  and  to  the  husband  and  wife, 
who  long  continued  in  the  home  of  their  child- 
hood, were  born  six  sons  and  two  daughlei-s: 
John  C,  August  F.,  Albert,  Lewis,  Theodore,  Will- 
iam and  Hannah  and  Amelia  (twins).  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  good  wife  with  tlieir  familyemigrated 
finally  to  America,  and  came  at  once  to  St.  Joseph, 
Mich.,  and  soon  after  located  upon  the  farm  now  the 
home  of  Mr.  Baushke.  The  parents  had  but  y^xy 
little  money,  and  invested  their  small  capital  in  a 
forty-acre  homestead,  then  all  heavily  timbered. 
Industriously  the  father,  aided  by  his  sons,  set  lo 
work  to  clear  the  land  which  has  since — brought 
up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation — yielded  annually 
a  bounteous  harvest  of  fine  fruit.  After  arriving 
in  America  one  child  was  added  to  the  family 
group,  William,  now  residing  in  Benton   Harbor. 

John  Baushke,  born  in  1842,  and  the  eldest  of 
the  children,  was  but  a  boy  when  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  United  States.  When  the  Civil 
War  broke  out  he  offered  his  services  to  the 
Government  of  liis  adopted  country,  and,  only 
twenty  years  of  age,  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Seventh  Michigan  Cavaby.     August  F.,  the  sec- 


ond brother,  had  previously  entered  the  Federal 
army,  and  both  of  them  served  with  faitliful 
fidelity  until  the  close  of  the  rebellion.  Tliey 
were  botlj  engaged  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  John  Baushke  was  captured  at  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Run,  at  the  time  Mheridan  made  his  famous 
ride.  Confined  in  Libhy  Prison,  he  was  a  totjil 
wreck  when  released,  but  after  a  long  time  par- 
tially recovered  from  his  sufferings.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1866  to  Miss  Minnie  Rrunke,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  Prussia.  The  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  sons,  John  W.  and  William  C. 
The  mother  did  not  lony  survive,  and  the  husband 
was  united  to  a  second  wife.  Miss  Elvina  Sheets, 
also  a  Prussian  by  birth.  Mr,  and  Mrs,  John 
liaushke  are  the  i)arcnts  of  six  children:  Benjamin 
U.,  Levi,  Pearl,  Irvine,  Amy  and  Rosa.  This  son 
of  our  subject  began  life  for  himself  with  acapital 
of  energetic  industry,  and  owns  eighty  acres  of 
valuable  land,  in  1866,  when  he  located  upon  it, 
the  land  was  heavily  timbered,  but  is  now  finely 
cultivated  and  improved  with  substantial  and 
commodious  buildings. 

August  F.  Baushke,  a  successful  general  agri- 
culturist and  prominent  fruit-grower  of  Benton 
Township,  is  the  second  son  of  Daniel  liaushke, 
and,  born  in  Prussia  In  1844,  lias  spent  almost  his 
entire  life  in  his  present  locality.  Only  a  lad,  he 
enlisted  in  1»62  and  gallantly  fought,  serving  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  Company  B, Seventh' 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  later  under  Sheridan 
until  he  was  mustered  out  at  the  termination  of 
the  war.  Wounded  at  Winchester  at  the  time  of 
the  famous  ride,  August  was  taken  to  the  hospital 
in  Baltimore,  and  two  months  after,  receiving  an 
eighty-days  furlough,  made  a  visit  to  his  home. 
He  afterward  returned  to  his  command  and  passed 
safely  through  the  other  dangers  of  tlie  campaign, 
and  when  peace  was  declared  soon  found  his  way 
back  to  Michigan,  and  at  once  entered  upon  agri- 
cultural pureuits  upon  his  own  account.  Together 
with  his  brother  John  C.,  he  purchased  a  farm, 
and  in  partnership  the  two  cleared  it  of  its  growth 
of  timber,  two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land. 
They  enterprisingly  cut  a  road  from  the  main  bne 
of  nearest  travel  to  their  farm,  and  on  the  original 
line  there  is  now  a  public  higliwaj', 
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Aiignat  F.  Itaiishkc  and  Miss  Tuna  Blanksbieii 
were  joined  in  marriage  in  1868.  Five  children 
bi-ightened  Uic  tireside  of  the  liusband  and  wife: 
Kdward.  William  and  Frank  diod  in  infaney; 
tlie  two  youngest,  Henry  and  I'iiilip,  are  at  home. 
Mr.  IJauslike  has  one  hundred  atii-es  of  excellent 
land  under  high  cultivation,  and  has  imvjrovcd 
liis  farm  with  a  eomfortable  and  attractive  resi- 
dence, good  barns  and  other  buildings. 

Our  subject,  Daniel  Baushke,  and  his  two  sons, 
John  and  August,  have  always  been  stanch  Repub- 
licans. The  sons  gave  patriotic  and  courageous 
service  to  the  Government  in  its  hour  of  need, 
and  are  to-day  true  and  loyal  citizens,  ever  ready 
to  assist  in  the  promotion  and  maintenance  of  the 
public  welfare.  Upright,  intelligent  and  hard- 
working, they  have  through  their  self-reliance  won 
success,  and  possess  the  esteem  and  l>est  wishes  of 
many  sincere  friends. 


•^IfLONZO     G00DF:N0UC.H,   since    18(i5    a 
^O]     leading  citizen  and  successful  general  agri- 
jll  III    cultnrist  of    Berrien    County,   Mich.,  was 
^  born   in  Windham  County,  Vt.,  in    1841. 

His  [Htrents  were  Genesis  R.  and  Kunice  (Worden) 
Goodenough,  The  father  of  our  subject  was  also 
born  in  Windhum,  on  the  same  homestead  which 
became  the  birthplace  of  his  son.  He  received  a 
good  common-school  education  in  the  home  dis- 
trict and  early  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  serv- 
ing his  apprenticeship  in  Guilford,  in  which  town 
he  resided  until  the  year  1850.  At  the  latter  date 
he  removed  to  Readsboro,  and  made  his  home 
there  until  1870,  then  locating  in  Walllngford, 
where  he  passed  away  in  1874.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  man  of 
upright  conduct  and  principle.  Politically,  he  was 
l>efore  the  Civil  War  a  Whig,  afterward  a  Repub- 
lican. The  father  of  our  subject  took  a  great  in- 
terest in  educational  ninttere  and  was  an  elflcient 
menilier  of  the  School  Board  at  various  times.  He 
was  married  early  in  life  to  the  daughter  of  Peter 


and  Barbara  (Allen)  Worden,  all  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. The  eldest  child  of  the  first  marriage  died 
at  the  age  of  throe  years.  Mary  M,  married  -lesse 
Haines.  P'rancis  H.  was  the  third  in  orderof  birth. 
Alonzo  was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  the 
father  married  Miss  Phetima  Bolster.  Two  chil- 
dren, daughters,  were  born  of  the  second  marriage. 
Sai-ah  became  the  wife  of  James  Legate,  and  Fannie 
married  Gilbert  Lyons.  The  fatlicr,  surving  his 
second  wife,  wedded  Miss  Cassendana  Ballou. 
There  were  no  children  from  this  marriage.  At 
fifl«en  years  of  age  our  subject  began  to  learn  the 
blacksmith's  trade  and  at  twenty  3-ears  entered  the 
army.  In  1865  Mr.  Goodenough,  then  about 
twenty-four  years  old,  came  to  Galien  Township 
and  bought  a  forty-aere  farm,  whereheyet  resides. 
To  his  original  homestead  he  has  added  until  he 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres. 
The  succeeding  year  after  his  arrival  in  Michigan, 
1866,  he  married  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  Heekaitliorn,  The  nine  chil- 
dren who  have  blessed  the  pleasant  home  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  Henry  A.,  Cassendana  M., 
Charles  K.,  Jesse,  Burton,  Minnie,  Christophen 
lialph  E.  and  Hazel.  Jesse  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Galien  High  School  and  has  prepared  himself  to 
follow  the  avocation  of  a  teacher. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  Alonzo  Good- 
enough  entered  the  service  of  the  Government, 
enlisting  in  Company  A,  Second  Vermont  Regi- 
ment, under  McDowell,  and  was  afterward  with 
McClellan's  command.  Our  subject  actively  partic- 
ipated in  the  Imttles  of  Bull  Run,  J^e's  Mill, 
Williamsburgh,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp, 
the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Antietam  nnd  Frcd- 
erickaburgh.  Upon  the  second  field  of  battle  Mr. 
Goodenough  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg  by  a 
minie-ball.  For  three  months  he  was  contined  to 
the  hospital  and  then  returned  to  his  regiment, 
subsequently  engaging  in  the  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness, the  three  fights  at  Spottsylvania  and 
the  conflicts  at  Cold  Harbor,  Petorsburgh  and  Ce- 
dar Creek,  Va.,  in  the  latter  battle  being  wound- 
ed by  a  minie-ball  in  the  right  shoulder.  Again 
severely  injured,  he  passed  four  months  in  the 
hospitals   in    Baltimore  and  Montpelier,  Vt     As 
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soon  as  ablu  our  subject  rejoined  liis  regiment  at 
Petcraburgh  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Gen.  Lee.  Mr,  Goodenough  took  an  active  part 
ill  at)Oiit  tliirty-eislit  battles,  all  told.  He  served 
as  Sergeant.  Althuiigb  constantly  surrounded  by 
perils,  and  twice  dangerously  wounded,  our  subject 
escaped  capture  and  the  prisou-pen. 

When  Mr.  Goodenoiigli  made  liis  liome  in  tlie 
West  lie  abandoned  his  ti'adc  and  devoted  himself 
to  tlie  pui'suit  of  agriculture  with  most  profitable 
results.  He  has  been  prospered  in  his  Western 
home  and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  farmei-s  of 
Berrien  County.  Politically,  he  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican and  a  (irm  believer  in  "the  Party  of  Reform." 
P'r.a  tern  ally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons  and  belongs  to  Three  Oaka  Loflge 
No.  239.  Mr.  and  Mib.  Goodenough  and  their 
family  enjoy  the  esteem  of  the  entire  community 
of  Galien  Township  and  arc  active  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  mutual  welfare  and  various  en- 
terprises of  the  locality.  Our  subject  is  known 
and  res|»eclcd  ;is  an  ui>right  man  and  true  Ameri- 
can citizen. 


J'  ACOIS  SCHNKIDER.  In  the  perusal  of  this 
volume,  the  reader  has  doubtless  been  im- 
presse<l  with  the  fact  that  the  majority  of 
the  successful  men  of  southwestern  Michi- 
gan have  risen  from  jKiverty  and  humble  parent- 
age to  positions  of  responsibility  solely  through 
the  exercise  of  their  abilities,  unaided  by  any  ex- 
traneous cireumstances.  Indeed,  the  remark  is 
not  infrequently  made  that  he  who  woos  sweet 
Fortune  must  not  offer  a  tribute  of  gold  to  the 
fickle  Goddess  of  Wealtli,  else  the  coveted  success 
will  not  be  gained.  Tiie  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
one  of  tl'.ose  men  who  have  made  their  own  way 
in  the  world,  attaining  prospw-ity  through  arduous 
and  unceasing  exertions. 

Now  a  resident  of  section  1),  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County,  our  subject  was  born  in  Ba- 
varia, Germany,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1833.  and 
is  a  son  of  John  Jacob  and   Margaret  Schneider. 


His  father  was  a  farmer  in  liavaria,  and  was  one 
of  the  men  who  served  in  the  war  with  Na|K>leon 
Bonaparte.  While  in  active  service,  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  rem.iining  in  the  enemy's  power  for  one 
hundred  days.  A  man  of  public  spirit  and  enter- 
prise, ho  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  his  commniiilv,  and  served  acceptably  as  an 
Alderman.  He  vias  also  Commander  of  the  Village 
Guards.  He  and  his  good  wife  have  been  called 
from  earth,  and  one  of  their  children  is  also  de- 
ceased. The  surviving  members  of  the  family  are: 
Jacob,  of  this  sketch;  and  Henrietta,  Margaret  and 
Philip,  residents  of  Germany, 

After  having  acquired  an  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Bavaria,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  weaver.  In  1850  he 
emigrated  to  America,  making  the  long  voyage 
atone,  and  upon  arriving  in  the  United  States  he 
located  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  for  one  week 
he  was  employed  on  a  farm,  receiving  a  salary  of 
$L  He  then  worked  in  a  liakery  for  one  montli, 
his  wages  being  $8,  and  afterward  secured  employ- 
ment as  a  cigar  manufacturer  at  a  salary  of  iflO 
per  year.  After  twelve  months  thus  spent,  he 
went  to  Buffalo,  and  he  for  two  years  occupied  a 
position  in  a  vessel  on  the  lake. 

We  next  lind  Mr.  Schneider  a  cigar  manufac- 
turer in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  i-esided  from 
1854  until  186a.  Thence  he  removed  to  Lyons, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  embarked  in  the  cigar  business 
and  conducted  an  extensive  aud  profitable  trade, 
liaving  usually  a  forec  of  ten  men  in  his  employ. 
In  1887  he  disix)sed  of  his  interests  in  Lyons,  and, 
removing  to  Illinois,  made  a  tem}X>i-ary  sojourn  in 
Chicago.  In  the  spring  of  1888  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan, and  settled  upon  the  farm  which  he  has  since 
occupied.  Here  he  owns  nineteen  acres  of  highly- 
improved  land,  ujHin  which  he  carries  on  an  ex- 
tensive business  as  a  fruit-grower,  raising  all  vari- 
eties of  both  small  and  large  fruits.  The  location 
of  the  place  is  desirable,  being  beautifully  situ- 
ated on  the  lake  shore. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Schneider  occurred  in  1857, 
his  wife  being  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Becker,  and  a  native  of  Germany,  although  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  a  resident  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  George  W., 
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a  cigar  monuracliircr  residiog  in  St.  Joseph;  and 
llunrietia  ]>.,  who  i-esides  nt  home  with  lier  pui- 
ciits.  In  politics  a  Demoemt  upon  subjects  of 
nntionni  importance,  Mr.  Sclineidei-  is  independent 
in  local  ntfnii-s,  and  casts  liis  ballot  for  tlie  man 
wlioni  he  considers  best  qualified  for  tlie  pi>sition. 
lie  is  quite  prominent  in  lo(«l  politics,  and  lias 
hold  a  number  of  responsible  jiositions.  For  four 
yeara  he  served  as  Alderman  of  the  village  of 
Lyons,  N.  Y.,  and  was  also  Assessor  for  two  jeaii 
He  was  School  Inspector  for  two  years,  and  Mod- 
erator of  the  schools  of  his  district.  Socially,  he 
is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding 
membership  in  the  conimandery  at  Klmirn,  N.  1 
and  tlie  hlue  lodge  at  St.  .Joseph. 


^^^^^^l-^-f^Sl^i^i^  ■ - 


IIL^IRAM  li.  WILC()X,  M.  D.,  a  practicing 
JlJl,  physician  and  surgeon  of  Three  (taks,  was 
uk^  horn  in  CatUi-augns  Connty,  N.  Y.,  No- 
^  vemhor  24,  ISIfi.  llo  is  the  son  of  Oliver 
Wilcox,  whoso  father, -John,  is  entitled  to  con8i<l- 
erable  mention  in  this  volume,  for  he  was  a  hero 
of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  a  pioneer  of  the 
Holland  I'ni-chase.  During  the  opening  years  of 
the  great  struggle  tetween  the  Colonies  and  the 
Mother  Country,  lie  enlisted  for  j-ervicc  and  lie- 
camc  an  olHcer  in  the  army  of  ficn.  Washington, 
He  wont  into  camp  at  Valley  Forge  a  Sergeant,  but 
w.as  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Licut^'nant  nnti  was 
selected  by  Col.  Barton  as  one  of  his  lieutenants 
for  the  famous  cx|>edition  into  Rhode  Island 
against  the  British. 

At  the  close  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  John 
Wilcox  returned  to  his  home  near  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  I>earing  with  htm  the  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing done  his  duty  to  liis  country,  and  bearing  also 
the  record  of  a  daring  and  gallant  oJIicer.  In 
1805  he  removed  from  New  England  and  became 
one  of  the  earliest  settlors  on  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase in  western  New  York,  where  he  remained 
until  doatb  closed  his  career.  Tiie  father  of  our 
subject,  Oliver  Wilcox,  was  horn  in  Massachusetts 
and  aL'Companied  his  parents  to  New  York,  where 


he  married  Miss  Hannah  Barnes,  a  native  of  the 
.State  of  Maine.  He  was  a  caqwuter  hy  trade,  and 
in  connection  witli  that  occupation  also  followed 
farming  purauits.  In  1821  he  removed  to  Clove- 
land,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  hia  trade  until 
1827,  when  he  died. 

After  the  death  of  her  husl)and,  the  widowed 
mother  remained  for  a  few  years  in  Cleveland, 
removing  thence  to  Huron,  Ohio,  and  in  1834  set- 
tling in  Li  Porte  Countj',  Ind.,  where  she  entered 
some  land  from  the  Government.  She  died  in  tlie 
house  whore  oursubjeel  now  lives,  on  the  2Sth  of 
Jinuaij,  1870.  At  tlie  agQ  of  fourteen  our 
suliject  commenced  to  clear  the  wild  land  upon 
which  his  mother  had  scttlod,  and  succeeded  in 
eloaiing  fifty  acres  of  the  entire  tract.  He  also 
aiiisterl  m  clearing  one  hundred  acres  belonging 
to  his  uncle.  His  education  was  acquired  at  the 
old  Ckifland  Academy. 

At  Rolling  Prairie,  I nd.,  our  subject  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  B.  C.  Bowell,and 
after  studying  with  him  for  a  short  time  he  went 
to  White  Water,  Wis.,  in  184.'»,  where  he  eon- 
ducted  his  medical  studios  under  the  picceptorship 
of  I>rs.  Clark  and  Kico,  completing  with  thorn  his 
three-years  course  of  study.  Before  ho  began  his 
studies,  he  attended  one  term  of  lectures  at  the 
Indiana  Medical  College,  and  after  he  had  studied 
with  l)rs.  Rice  and  Clark  he  entered  the  Rush 
Medical  College,  at  Chicago.  During  the  two 
terms  lie  spent  at  that  institution,  he  was  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  for  two  win- 
ters. Sulisequeully  be  went  to  Cleveland,  whore 
he  spent  some  time  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  Western  Reserve  University,  being  under  llie 
tutelage  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Kirtland,  one  of  the  most  re- 
nowned scientists  of  this  (wuntry,  and  the  peer  of 
any  physician  in  America.  Ho  was  graduated 
from  the  Western  Reserve  University  in  1851.  It 
will  thus  ))c  seen  that  he  availed  himself  to  the 
utmost  of  every  op]K)rtunity  for  acquiring  a  jicr- 
fect  theoretical  knowledge  of  his  profession,  and 
through  later  yoare  he  has  kept  in  close  touch  with 
the  latest  developments  in  the  medical  world. 

In  Galena  Township,  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  the 
j'oung  Doctor  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession.    At  that  early  day  he  was  the  only  pliysi- 
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cian  within  a  radius  of  Iwenty  to  thirty  luiles,  and 
bis  practice  extended  ttarougtiout  tbe  entire  section 
of  country.  It  was  his  custom  to  ride  on  horse- 
back to  visit  his  patients,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
ti'avel  through  the  dense  forests  and  over  rude 
roads.  IIis  life  was  one  of  hardship  and  toil,  but 
his  devotion  to  liia  profession  was  amply  repaid, 
for  he  gained  a  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  such  as  falls  to  the  tot  of  but  few.  In 
1860  he  removed  to  Berrien  Springs,  where  he  so- 
journed for  a  short  time. 

In  1862  Dr.  Wilcox  eame  to  Three  Oaks,  where 
he  has  practiced  continuously  since,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  years  (1870-73),  when  he  was  a 
resident  of  Cadillac,  Mich,,  and  examining  surgeon 
for  pensioners  at  that  place.  In  1844  he  married 
Miss  Sabrina,  daughter  of  Samuel  Webster,  a  i-esi- 
dent  of  Galena,  Ind.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N,  1'.,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  Empire  State,  aceompauying  lier 
parents  to  Michigan  when  a  young  lady.  Four 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  oue  of  whom, 
Mark  H.,  died  in  infancy.  Tiie  others  are:  Maria, 
who  is  the  wife  of  John  C.  Ingham,  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Benton  Harbor;  Lucy.  Mrs, 
Charles  M.  Valentine,  of  La  Moure,  N.  Dak,,  her 
husband  being  a  druggist  of  that  city;  and  Hen- 
rietta, wife  of  William  Buss,  a  ti-aveling  salesman 
of  Chicago,  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
on  the  9th  of  November,  1871, 

The  Doctor  was  married  again,  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1872,  choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Nellie, 
daughter  of  James  Fuller,  a  carpenter  residing  in 
Vermontville,  Mich.  Mrs.  Wilcox  was  born  in 
Vermont,  and  was  there  reared  until  twelve  years 
of  age,  when  she  went  with  her  parents  to  Detroit 
and  one  year  later  to  Rolling  Prairie,  Ind,  This 
union  has  been  blessed  hy  the  birth  of  two 
children;  Oliver  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  Berrien  County;  and  Joye,  who  is 
attending  the  High  School  in  Three  Oaks, 

In  politics,  the  Doctor  is  a  Democrat  with  Pro- 
hibition proclivities.  In  religion,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church  and  a  prominent  worker 
JD  the  Sunday-school,  During  the  late  war  he 
offered  his  services  to  the  Government,  but  was 
rejected    on    account   of    his    health.     In    former 


years  he  had  a  very  large  practice,  extending 
throughout  this  entire  section  of  country.  Now 
enfeebled  by  advancing  years,  he  has  somewhat 
retired  from  active  practice,  although  he  is  still 
physician  for  a  number  of  prominent  families,  who 
are  loath  to  dispense  with  his.  services.  He  has 
been  the  recipient  of  justly  merited  honors.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  in 
Onondaga,  N.  Y,,  and  the  National  Historical  So- 
ciety at  Davenport,  Iowa. 


ilt._,^ENUY  HESS,  a  pros|>eL-ous  general  agricul- 
W)fj  turist,  has  since  1867  resided  upon  his  val- 
ifc^  uabte  homestead  located  on  section  15, 
(^  Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich,, 
and  has  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  been 
intimately  associated  with  the  growth  and  history 
of  his  present  locality.  His  father,  Andi'ew  Hess, 
a  native  of  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  was  born 
in  180G,  and  made  farming  the  occupation  of  his 
life.  He  removed  from  his  birthplace  to  Ohio 
when  quite  young,  and  having  attained  to  mature 
years  married  Miss  Mary  Hemi-y,  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
settled  in  Crawford  County  upon  wild  timber- 
land,  which  the  father  cleared,  cultivated  and 
improved,  making  his  permanent  home  there  until 
his  death,  in  December,  IS7^>.  Andrew  Hess  was 
an  earnest,  hard-working  man,  a  kind  father  and 
husband,  and  was  universally  respected.  He  was 
a  well-educated  man,  and  gave  his  children  every 
possible  opportunity  for  study  and  schooling. 
He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  his  estimable  wife  belonged  from 
her  early  youth.  The  widow,  yet  surviving  and 
seventy-nine  years  of  age,  resides   with  her  chil- 

Of  the  twelve  sons  and  daughters  who  blessed 
the  home  of  the  parents,  seven  are  now  living. 
Our  subject,  Henry  Hess,  was  the  third  child  and 
was  born  May  2, 1838,  in  Crawford  County,  Ohio. 
Mr,  Hess  was  rea'red  upon  his  father's  farm  and 
early  trained    into  the  daily   routine  of  farming 
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duties.  He  received  a  good  coiiinion-scliool  edu- 
ciition,  and  at  twciity-onc  years  of  age  began  life 
for  himself.  He  worked  in  a  mill  one  ycav,  and  Au- 
gust 15,  1861,  answering  to  the  call  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, enlisted  in  Company  C,  Forty-ninth  Ohio 
Infantiy,  and  entering  upon  service  as  a  corjioral 
was  later  promoted  to  be  Sergeant.  From  Camp 
Dennison,  Oliio,  our  subject  was  sent  to  Kentucky, 
and  ijarticii'atcd  in  the  battles  of  Shiioh  (under 
Gen.  Huell),  Serits  Ilill,  Perryville,  Stone  Eiver, 
Liberty  Gap,  Tunnel  Hi II, Buzzard  Roost,  Kingston 
(Ga.),  Pumpkinvine  Creek,  Burnt  Hickory  and 
Dallas  (Ga.),  in  which  latter  fight  Mr.  Hess  was 
wounded  May  27,  !8C4,  by  a  muskcl^ball,  wliidi 
penetrated  his  right  lung.  For  two  days  he  lay 
in  the  field  hospital  and  was  then  forwarded  to 
Nashville,  where  he  remained  ten  days,  'i'lie  suc- 
ceeding two  weeks  ho  passed  in  Jeffersonville,  tnd., 
and  from  there  was  sent  to  Madison,  Tnd.,  where  he 
was  likewise  detained  for  two  weeks.  He  finally 
returned  to  Camp  !>ennison,  and  was  located 
permanently  in  Ohio  until  April  3,  1865,  having 
chargf  of  a  steam  laundry. 

Our  subject  was — as  one  of  the  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps — detailed  to  guard  the  prisonere  at  Kock  Is- 
land, 111.  The  war  ended,  Mr.  Iltss  after  four  yeai-s 
and  throe  months  of  service  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Springfield. I II.  Although  on  duty  con- 
tinuously forsolonga  time.he  was  never  wounded 
but  once,  and  was  only  confined  to  a  sick  bed  one 
week,  lletook  part infiftyengagements,and, con- 
stantly exposed  to  captui'e,  escaped  the  prison  pen. 
Immediately  after  he  left  the  army  Mr.  Hess  made 
a  visit  to  Michigan,  and  then  returned  to  his 
old  Ohio  home.  Upon  February  1,  1866,  he  wos 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  S.,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Margaret  (Fi'cneh)  Ramsey,  highly 
res|K;cted  residents  of  Crawford  County,  in  wliich 
part  of  Ohio  Mrs.  Hess  was  born,  September  30, 
1846.  The  excellent  wife  of  our  subject  enjoyed 
good  educational  advantages  and  was  well  fitted 
to  assume  the  cares  of  a  household.  In  1866  the 
newly-wedded  husband  and  wife  settled  on  the 
farm  since  their  permanent  home.  The  eighty 
acres  were  then  entirely  in  their  primitive  con- 
dition, but  now  seventy  aci-es  are  under  fine  oulti- 
vatioi].     In  1887.  Mr.   Hess  erected  an  attractive 


and  commodious  residence  at  an  expenditure  of 
$1,300;  the  barn  built  at  the  same  time  is  a  suh- 
stantial  and  well-finished  structure,  costing  $700. 
Of  the  five  children  bora  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hess,  four  survived  to  maturity.  Nora  C,  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  .1.  Miars;  she  lives  in  Berrien 
Township  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  Magno- 
lia is  the  wife  of  Dwight  Fisher,  of  Van  Buren 
County.  EIroy  J.  and  Lodema  are  at  home.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and 
Mr.  Hess  is  especially  active  in  religious  work. 
He  is  Assistant  and  has  been  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school,  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  almost  the  entire  time  of  his  resi- 
dence in  the  county,  and,  an  ardent  advocate  of 
extended  education,  aided  liis  children  to  obtain  a 
thorough  course  of  instruction.  Fraternally,  our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Grange  and  has  been 
anofltcerof  the  society;  he  is  also  a  member  of 
George  G.  Meade  Post  No.  36,  G,  A.  B.,  and  has 
held  most  ot  the  offices  and  been  Commander 
of  the  Post.  Politically,  Mr.  Hess  is  a  stanch 
Republican, and  when  elected  Township  Treasurer 
ably  discharged  the  trusts  reposed  in  him  and 
gave  universal  satisfaction  to  the  community 
in  which  he  has  a  host  of  sincere  friends. 


Berrien 
success- 


^^EOROK  W.  IIKTLER.  One  of  Bei 
{t\  sf.  County's  progressive  citiswns  and  a  sue 
'^^  ful  fruit-grower  of  St.  Joseph  Townshi 
the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  August  23,  1852,  and  at 
the  .'tge  of  four  jears  was  brought  by  his  parents, 
Gottleib  and  Martlia  Iletler,  to  Michigan,  locating 
in  Berrien  County.  He  resided  in  Royalton  Town- 
ship until  he  was  about  fourteen,  when  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  the  farm  which  has  ^ini!e  been 
his  home.  His  educational  advantages  were  limited 
to  the  knowledge  obtainable  in  the  neighboring 
schools,  but  by  thonghttul  observation  and  sys- 
tematic reading  he  has  become  well  informed. 

In  1869  Mr.  Hetler  embarked  in  the  fishing  bus- 
iness on   Lake  Michigan,  and  continued  tlius  en- 
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gaged  foi'  aoven  yeare,  meeting  with  fair  success 
in  the  enterprise.  Afterward  he  wont  into  the 
pineries  of  northern  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
about  ten  yeare,  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
being  rewarded  with  a  fair  degree  of  success.  On 
the  3 1st  of  March,  1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
witli  Miss  Mary  Lang.  This  estimable  lady  was 
born  in  Ctiicago  and  was  reared  to  woinanlioo<l  in 
Covert,  Van  Ruren  County,  Mich,,  where  her  fa- 
tlier,  Michael  Lang,  is  a  successful  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser. 

Upon  leaving  the  pineries  Mr,  Hetler  returned 
to  Berrien  County  and  settled  u])on  the  place 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Here  he  owns 
fifteen  acres  of  land,  which  he  devotes  to  the  rais- 
ing of  small  fruits,  making  a  specialty  of  berries. 
Through  his  arduous  labors  he  iias  succeeded  in 
clearing  the  land,  erecting  the  necessary  build- 
ings, setting  out  all  the  fruit  trees,  and.  indeed, 
making  all  the  improvements  now  to  be  found 
here.  This  has  resulted  in  vastly  increasing  the 
value  of  the  property,  whicli  now  lakes  rank  with 
the  best  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetler  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living:  Charles  Sumner, 
Joseph  Edward,  George  Michael  and  James  Harri- 
son, Two  died  in  infancy.  The  religious  home 
of  the  family  is  in  the  Evangelical  Association  at 
St.  Joseph,  in  which  Mr.  Hetler  has  held  the  office 
of  Steward,  and  to  the  support  of  which  he  has 
contributed  generously.  In  his  political  lielief  he 
adheres  to  the  platform  of  the  Prohibition  party 
and  gives  his  ballot  to  the  support  of  the  cause 
he  has  espoused. 


y 


|>,ILLIAM  HISLOP,  an  able  and  energetic 
business  man  of  Dowagiac.  Cass  County^ 
Mich.,  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber and  logging  interests,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
handling  railroad  stock  and  all  kinds  of  hardwood. 
He  has  also  recently  operated  a  brickyard  and 
tile  factory  in  the  township  of  Pokagon.  He  is 
ever  foremost  in  the  promotion  of  the  enterprises 


of  his  locality,  and,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  iias 
held  with  efficient  service  important  positions  of 
official  trust. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Canada,  November  30, 
1843,  and  spent  his  early  life  in  his  birthplace,  at- 
tending the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  re- 
ceiving a  careful  training  in  habits  of  industrious 
thrifts  In  1865,  he  Iwcame  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  located  in  Silver  Creek,  whei-e  he  was 
employed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  tfie  work  of  his  trade  as  a  carpenter.  In 
1879,  became  to  Dowagiac  and  found  immediate 
occupation  in  tliis  thriving  town  as  a  carpenter 
and  builder.  At  the  expiration  of  two  j'eare  he 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  Marshal,  and  at  the  close 
of  a  twelvemonth  went  into  his  present  profitable 
lumber  and  logging  business. 

For  over  a  score  of  years  constantly  devoting 
his  time  to  the  lumber  trade,  Mr.  Hislop  has 
achieved  most  lucrative  and  gratifying  results. 
Conducting  an  already  large  and  rapidly  extend- 
ing business,  Mr.  Hislop  will  handle  in  1893  about 
two  million  feet  of  lumber,  the  annual  business 
for  the  past  ten  years  Ivcing  from  one  million  Jive 
hundred  thousand  feet  to  two  million.  Our  sub- 
ject is  also  meeting  with  remarkable  success  in  his 
new  venture,  the  brickyard  and  tile  factory,  which 
seems  to  flU  a  long-felt  want  of  the  general  pub- 
lic. The  beautifui  and  commodious  home  of  Mr. 
Hislop,  built  by  him  in  1888,  is  one  of  the  liand- 
somciit  residences  in  tlie  city.  His  estimable  wife, 
to  whom  bo  was  united  in  marriage  upon  January 
I,  1867,  was  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Ilartsell,  of  Silver 
Creek.  Mra.  Hislop  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Anna  (Buck)  Hartsell,  both  of  whom  wore  of 
German  descent,  but  old-time  settlers  in  Silver 
Creek,  widely  known  and  highly  respected.  One 
cliild,  a  daughter,  Miss  Nellie  Hislop,  shares  the 
pleasant  home  of  the  father  and  mother. 

Our  subject  is  fraternally  associated  with  the 
Ancient  Free  A  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Dowagiac  lodge,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  since  186S).  He  is  also  a  charter 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  and  an 
active  meml>er  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  Mr.  Hislop  has  always  been  a  sturdy 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  true  Democracy,  and 
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is  actively  interested  in  l()cal  and  national  affairs. 
Financially  prospered,  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  county,  whose  assistance 
and  coxinsel  may  be  de|>ended  upon  in  all  matlei's 
of  public  welfare.  He  is  especially  alive  to  tlic 
importance  of  educational  progress,  and,  a  liberal 
man.  occupies  with  honor  a  position  of  usefulness 
and  influence. 


f;  BRAIIAM  1'.  LEITKR,  a  well-know 


agri- 


l^tJIi    culturist  and  prominent  citizen,  has  been 
///  Is    a  resident  of  liis  home    upon    section  17, 
^0  Bertiand    Township,  Berrien   County,  for 

ftlHjut  twenty-scvon  years.  During  this  time  lie 
has  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
farni,  now  a  productive  and  valuable  property, 
yearly  yielding  handsome  returns  for  the  labor  ex- 
pended upon  it.  Mr.  Leiter  was  born  in  Perry 
County,  Pa,,  August  4,  1835.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather was  a  native  of  Germany,  but  early 
emigrated  to  Uie  United  States,  settling  in  Penn- 
sylvania, the  home  of  the  succeeding  two  genera- 
tions, the  paternal  grandfatlicr,  John  Leiter,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  Christian  Leiter,  liaving 
Iwen  born,  i-eared  and  married  in  the  Quaker  State, 
The  mother  of  our  siil)ject,  Barbara  (Page)  Leiter, 
and  themat«rnal  grandf.atlier,  Abraham  Page,  were 
abo  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  their  ancestors  hav- 
ing been  loyal  subjects  of  the  German  Empire. 
Tiie  parents  of  Mr.  Leiter  married  in  their  native 
Stale,  and  resided  at  first  in  Perry  County,  and 
afterward  made  their  liomo  in  Juniata  County,  re- 
maining in  tlint  locality  from  1845  until  their 
death,  both  passing  away  at  about  sixty  years  of 

Eleven  children  gathei-ed  about  the  fireside  of 
the  old  Pennsylvania  home,  six  sons  and  Ave 
daughters,  all  of  wliom  lived  to  reach  mature 
years.  The  sisters  and  brothens  in  order  of  tiieir 
birtli  were  Samuel,  Margaret,  Christian,  Barbai-a, 
CaLlierme,  Abrabatn,  Anna,  John,  Jacob,  Elizabeth 
and  Jospph.     Our  subject,  when  twelve  years  old. 


removed  with  his  parents  to  Juniata  County,  and 
completed  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  of 
that  part  of  tlie  State.  Reared  upon  a  farm  and 
early  trained  in  the  duties  of  agriculture,  Abra- 
ham P,  Leiter  was  only  ten  years  old  wlien  he 
began  to  plow,  and  from  that  time  until  twenty- 
two  yeai-8  of  age  constantly  assisted  in  the  daily 
round  of  care.  For  tlie  first  year's  work  after  attain- 
ing his  majority  iie  received  from  his  father  the 
gift  of  a  horse,  his  sole  capital  in  life.  In  1859  lie 
journeyed  to  Indiana,  and  remained  for  a  time 
near  Elkhart,  working  on  a  farm.  At  tlie  expira- 
tion of  three  months  he  came  to  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  worked  by  the  day  on  the  homestead 
of  W.  R.  Hough.  He  returned  to  I'ennsylvania 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  and  for  a  twelve- 
month farmed  for  his  father,  receiving  one-sixth 
of  the  crop  raised. 

In  December,  185'J,  Abraham  P.  Leiter  and 
Mary-  Sbetlerley  were  united  in  marriage,  but 
the  estimable  wife  survived  but  ten  months.  Our 
subject  was  a  second  time  wedded,  in  1862  maiTy- 
ing  Miss  Sarah  Mesaner,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  was  born  June  5,  1836.  They  settled  on  the 
old  homestead  and  remained  amid  the  familiar 
scenes  of  childhood  until  186G,  in  which  year 
they  came  to  Michigan  and  located  on  David 
Rough's  farm,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town- 
ship. The  same  fall  Mr.  Leiter  iKiugbt  ninety 
acres  where  he  now  resides.  Steadily  accumulat- 
ing, be  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  ftnely-im- 
proved  acres  in  one  body,  as  well  .as  other  excel- 
lent property,  among  which  is  a  lot  of  ten  acres 
situated  in  Galien  Township. 

Seven  sturdy  sons,  all  now  living,  have  blessed 
the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  good  wife.  Chris- 
tian L.,  named  in  honor  of  his  paternal  grand- 
father, is  the  eldest-born.  Then  follow  Wilson 
W.,  Edw.ard  F.,  Elmer  E.,  Hiram  E.,  John  H.  and 
William  A.  These  young  men,  reared  carefully 
and  by  nature  industrious  and  self-reliant,  have 
a  bright  future  t)efore  them  and  cannot  tail  to 
be  worthy  of  their  honored  .and  useful  ancestry. 

In  prditical  adlliation  Mr.  l^eiter  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  religious  conviction  is  connected  with  the 
United  Brethren  Chureli,  of  which  religious  de- 
nomination lie  has  been  a  consistent    member  ever 
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since  lie  was  seventeen  years  of  ngt-.  During  this 
long  period  he  lias  been  active  in  good  work  nnd 
liiis  occupied  with  etBcieut  fideiitj'  various  offices 
in  the  church,  having  been  Class-loader,  Steward, 
Trustee  and  sexton.  Our  subject  lias  Iwen,  in 
fact,  the  leading  member  and  most  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  United  Brethren  Church  in  the  town- 
ship, and  through  his  upriglit  life  and  sterling 
integrity  of  character  has  won  the  lasting  regard 
and  thorough  confidence  of  his  fellow- townsmen 
and  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  county. 


"^^©®@^^M" 


eHARLES  R.  KINGSLEV,  a  prosperous  gen- 
eral agriculturist  and  successful  stock-raiser, 
of  Oiitwa  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is 
a  native  of  the  Old  Bay  State  and  was  born  in 
Burnardston,  BVanklin  County,  Mass.,  May  21, 
1831.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  Elijah  and 
Jlarriel  (Carpenter)  Kingsley,  wore  of  New  England 
birtli  and  were  reared  among  the  good  old  Puritan 
stock.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Gamaliel  Kings- 
ley,  was  a  son  of  Elijah  Kingsley,  who  came  from 
Europe  and  settled  in  Fmnklin  County,  Mass.  He 
was  of  Irish  ancestry  and  was  a  thrifty  farmer.  He 
actively  participated  in  tlic  war  for  independence 
and  died  at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety -six  years. 
lie  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  was  strong  in  his  religious  and  political 
convictions.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  born 
and  lived  and  died  in  Franklin  County,  M.iss.,  and 
was,  like  his  father,  an  active  member  of  the 
Metliodist  Church.  He  was  wedded  twice,  being 
first  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hiilda  Hale,  who 
bore  him  three  children:  Elijah,  Millie  and  Chester. 
The  second  wife,  Linda  Pickett,  was  the  mother  of 
Allen.  Saxlon,  Clesson,  Hulda,  Lucicn,  Sabrina 
and  Itoxanna.  Grandfather  Kingsley  was  a  practi- 
cal farmer  and  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  old 
Franklin  County  homestead,  October  15,  1796. 
lie  was  a  liiiished  cabinet-maker  and  learned  and 
practiced  his  trade  in  Boston.  Attracted  by  the 
opportunities  of  the  West,  he  started  for  Michigan 


May 


i,  1839,  and  traveled  by  team  to  Albany, 
thence  by  canal  and  lake  to  Detroit  and  soon  after 
readied  Mason  Township,  having  been  three  or 
four  weeks  on  the  way.  The  year  before,  he  had 
entered  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  now 
cleared  and  industriously  cultivated.  In  1852, he 
sold  bis  first  Michigan  farm  and  located  on  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  where  he  died,  October 
2d,  1890.  He  wasoneot  the  original  Republicans, 
but  died  a  firm  believer  in  Democracy.  In  relig- 
ious faith  a  Unitarian,  he  fraternized  with  that 
society  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  the  fatlier  of  ten 
children,  eight  of  whom  he  reared  to  mature  yeare. 
Warren,  who  is  deceased;  Mary  J.  Allen,  who  re- 
sides in  Coldwater;  Charles  R.;  Harriet  C.  Fisk; 
Arabella  A.  Reading,  now  deceased;  Charlotte 
Reading,  of  Bangor;  Mortimer,  of  Elkhart;  and 
Newscomb  E. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1805,  and  died  October  18,  1882.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  David  C.  and  Jemima  Car- 
penter. The  father  was  a  hotel-keeper  in  Lyden, 
Mass.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  primitive 
schools  of  his  home  locality,  and  at  twenty  yeai-s 
of  age  began  life  for  hiniselt  by  renting  a  farm  of 
his  father  and  cultivatiing  the  soil.  At  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  upon 
section  9,  Ontwa  Township,  and  afterwards  added 
twenty  acres,  and  continueil  to  reside  upon  the 
place  until  he  entei'cd  the  army,  wlien  he  sold  out. 
After  his  return  from  the  war  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.  There 
he  lived  until  1880,  when  ho  located  witli  his  father 
on  the  homestead  which  he  owns,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres  of  valuable  land,  lie  sold  his 
Indiana  farm  and  devotes  himself  to  tilling  the 
soil  of  his  Micliigan  homestead,  where  he  raises  a 
choice  variety  of  good  slock.  Beginning  life  with 
a  capital  of  %200  ho  has  been  prospered,  and 
through  his  self-reliant  efforts  has  won  his  upward 
way. 

In  1862  Mr.  Kingsley  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
the  Government,  and  in  August  entered  the  ranks 
of  Company  D,  One  Hundredth  Indiana  Infantry, 
and  actively  participated  in  twenty-eight  hattles. 
He  was  present  at  tlie  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Champion 
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Hills,  niaek  River,  Missionary  Ridge  and  in  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  He  acted  as  the  Orderly  of 
the  Colonel  for  two  years.  His  last  fight  was  at 
Bentonville,  He  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review 
at  Washington  and,  lionorably  discharged  in  June 
at  Indianapolis,  I'etiirned  at  once  to  his  home,  and 
pui'chased  another  fiirm.  Our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  witli  Miss  Olive  .lohnson,  January  6, 
1852.  The  estimable  wife  of  Mr.  Kingsley  was 
l>orn  in  Vermont,  September  9,  1831.  She  was  the 
daU}{htor  of  Solomon  and  Minerva  (Powell)  John- 
son, natives  ofVermont,  living  in  Charlotte,  Vt.,  at 
the  time  of  Mrs.  Kingsley's  birth.  Mr,  Johnson 
was  a  bricklayer  and  farmer  and  came  in  1836  to 
Klkhnrt,  where  lioth  he  and  his  wife  died.  lie  was 
in  faith  a  Universal ist,  and  early  a  Whig  was  after- 
wards a  Republienn.  lie  and  his  ex<«llent  wife 
reared  six  children :  Guy  C,  Charlotte  J.,  Ithoda  J., 
Lauiett  A.,  Oliveand  Ruel  M.  The  iiaternal  grand- 
father, Solomon  Johnson,  also  born  in  Vermont,  was 
a  brave  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was 
a  farmer,  and  journeying  to  the  West  in  about  1 830, 
became  one  o(  the  pioneer  settlei-s  of  Elkhart 
Countj',  lud.,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age, 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Kingsley  have  two  children:  Alice 
C,  wife  of  P^mroSehutt,  of  Elkhart;  and  Roy  E.  Po- 
litically our  subject  is  n  Democrat  and  in  all  matters 
perlnining  to  the  public  welfare  is  enterprising 
and  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  From  his 
early  yonth  intimately  as.sociatcd  with  the  growth 
of  Ills  present  locality,  he  has  long  been  identified 
with  tlie  liest  interests  of  the  county,  and  is 
esteemed  a  liberal  and  progressive  citizen. 


IL-^  ENRY  MOLLTIAGEN,  one  of  the  promi- 
'irifl)  '"^'"'  '*"^'  pr<isperous  German-American 
^^  citizens  of  Berrien  County,  owns  and  oceu- 
^&  pies  a  farm  on  section  34  of  St.  Joseph 
Township,  lie  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germ.iny,  on 
the  22d  of  April,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  Christof 
and  Apherezeana  M,  Mollhagen,  natives  of  the 
Fatherland,     The  father  emigrated  to  America  in 


1B4.5,  and,  locating  in  New  York,  remained  there 
for  ten  months,  after  which  he  removed  to  Wis- 
consin and  made  settlement  in  Wayne  County. 
Tlicre  for  a  number  of  years  he  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer,  and  thence  he  proceeded  still 
further  Westward,  settling  in  Kansas,  where  he  re- 
mained until  death  terminated  his  career. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  five  children, 
of  whom  thi-ec  are  now  living  Henry,  Charles  and 
Hannah,  the  latter  being  a  i-esident  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mich,  Henry  passed  the  years  of  his  childhood 
and  youth  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  where  he 
gained  a  pi-actieal  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  was  e.irly  trained  to  habits  of  indus- 
try and  energy,  and  these  traits,  together  with  ex- 
cellent business  judgment  and  sound  common -sense, 
have  contributed  to  his  success  in  life.  He  was  a 
youth  of  about  nineteen  years  when  he  accompanied 
his  father  to  the  United  States  and  located  with  him 
in  New  Y'ork.  Later  he  removed  to  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, Wis.,  where  he  resided  until  he  was  twenty-six 
years  old. 

From  Wayne  County  Mr,  Mollhagen  proceedcfi 
to  Milwaukee  and  St.  Joseph,  and  engaged  in 
fishing  on  the  Lakes  for  .ibout  thirty  yeai-s.  In 
connection  with  his  brother  Charles  he  purchased 
and  ran  a  tug,  from  which  he  received  a  good  in- 
come. During  his  long  life  on  titc  water  he  had 
many  int«resting  and  niemorabio  experiences,  and 
wliile  he  enjoyed  the  life,  yet  he  did  not  regret 
exchanging  it  for  the  peaceful  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  When  about  twenty-six  yeai-s  of  age  lie 
was  united  in  marriage  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  with 
Miss  Sophia  Stock,  of  that  city.  Six  children  were 
born  of  the  union:  Heury;  Alfred  and  John,  who 
own  a  tug  ou  the  lake  and  arc  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness; Minnie,  who  resides  in  St,  Joseph;  Annie, 
who  makes  her  liome  in  Chicigo;  and  Martha,  who 
died  in  1892. 

Wliile  the  farm  owned  by  Mr,  Mollhagen  is  quite 
small,  consisting  of  only  twelve  acres,  the  property 
is  valuable,  owing  to  the  adaptability  of  the  soil 
to  the  cultivation  of  small  fruits.  Since  locating 
here  he  has  made  many  improvements  on  the  place, 
the  most  important  of  wliicli  is  the  erection  of  the 
substantial  and  commodious  residence  now  adorn- 
ing the  homestead.     During  Ins  sojourn  in  Kansas 
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he  vns  in  the  militia  for  twu  nnii  one-)ialf  montlis 
and  ha<I  some  experience  of  active  smvice  on  llie 
Kansas  frontier.  In  his  political  atBliations  he  is  a 
Republican,  firm  in  his  adherence  to  the  party  of  liis 
choice.  In  his  religions  connection  he  is  a  member 
of  the  German  Baptist  Chui-ch  and  contributes 
with  generosity  to  the  support  of  that  dcnom 
ation. 


j^lCHEL  W.  HOOVER,  a  well-known  gen- 
S  |l\  eral  agriculturist  of  Cass  County,  and  a 
if  Is  prominent  citizen  ot  Howard  Township, 
'"  where  he    owns  and  operates  a  farm  on 

section  5,  is  one  of  the  many  honorable  and  up- 
i-igiit  men  whom  the  Keystone  State  has  furnished 
to  Michigan.  He  was  born  in  I-ancnster  County, 
Pa.,  February  18,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Christian 
and  Catherine  (Iteir)  Hoover,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  were  there  reared  and  married.  The 
father  removed  from  Lancaster  County  to  New 
York,  nnd  in  1824  settled  in  Erie  County,  where 
he  conducted  general  farming  operations.  In 
1843  he  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  Ind.,  wiiere  he 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  His  wife  survived 
him  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  at  the  age  of 
eigiity-four. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  eight  children, 
two  daughters  and  six  sons,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  The  sixth  child  in  order  of  birth  is  the 
sul>jeet  of  tliis  sketch,  who  was  two  years  old  at 
the  lime  the  family  removed  to  Erie  County,  N. 
Y.  There  he  grew  to  a  sturdy,  self-reliant  man- 
hood, nnd  at  the  age  of  nineteen  commenced  to 
lonrn  the  trade  of  a  cooper  at  Williamsville,  the 
8,ime  county.  He  came  West  to  Indiana  in  1840, 
and  worked  nt  his  trade  in  Mishawaka,  St.  .Joseph 
County,  Ind.,  for  about  ten  years.  November  II, 
1847,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  native 
of  Stark  County,  Ohio,  who  was  born  in  1828, 
Whin  nhout  eight  years  of  age  she  accompanied 
her  iKirents  to  Indiana  and  grow  to  womanhood  in 
St.  .loseph  County. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled  on  a  farm 
consisting  of  one   hundred  and   forty  acres  in  St. 


Joseph  County,  Ind,,  but  some  time  later  he  re- 
moved to  LaGrangc  County,  that  State,  and  re- 
sided on  a  f.irm  tlicre  for  tliree  years.  He  then 
purchased  the  old  homestead  in  St,  Joseph  County, 
but  after  residing  there  for  tliree  ye.irs  disposed 
of  the  pi-o|iertv  and  came  to  Cass  County,  where 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1869.  He  and 
Ilia  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
William  H.;  Andrew  H.;  Harriet  I.,  wife  of  George 
Hofferbert;  Sarali  A.,  who  is  with  her  parents; 
Emma  S.,  the  wife  of  Simon  M.  Witwer;  Augusta 
A.,  deceased;  John  F.,  who  o|»eratos  tlie  home 
farm;  Elmer  A.,  who  is  at  home;  and  Anna,  de- 
ceased. 

The  fine  pioperty  of  Mr.  Hoover  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres,  mostly  under  cul- 
tivation. Many  lessons  may  be  learned  from  the 
example  of  his  useful  and  honorable  life,  for  he 
commenced  in  the  .igricultural  business  poor  and 
without  resouices,  but  through  industry  and  good 
judgment,  combined  with  sound  common-sense, 
he  iias  attained  a  position  of  independence  and  in- 
fluence. In  his  religious  connections,  lie  is  a  mem- 
Iter  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  and  has 
served  as  Deacon  in  that  denomination.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  mingled 
actively  in  public  affairs,  preferring  the  tranquil 
enjoyment  of  domestic  life  nnd  associations.  In 
1890  he  erected  a  two-story  modem  residence,  at 
n  cost  of  $1,500,  which  is  one  of  the  most  comfort- 
able homes  in  the  community. 


JAMES  n.  COX,  nn  influential  citizen  of 
Iferrien  County,  and  a  successful  fruit- 
grower of  St,  Joseph  Township,  residmg  on 
__^  section  19.  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  on 
the  8th  of  August,  1848.  His  father,  James  C, 
was  also  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  and  married.  About  1850 
he  came  West  to  Indiana  and  settled  in  Cass 
County,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.     His  wife  having  died  prior  to  his  West- 
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ward  removal,  he  was  again  married,  dioosing  as 
his  wife  Miss  Mnvia,  tiaiighter  of  James  Twells,  a 
native  of  Pliila<Ielp1iia,  Pa. 

lJl>on  locating  in  Cass  County,  James  G.  Cox 
piirdiased  six  luindrcd  aere^i  of  lan<1  and  tl<erc  de- 
voted liis  attention  to  tlic  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  tlic  place,  wliich  lie  made  liis  liome  un- 
til liis  death,  in  September,  1862.  His  wife  |)as3ed 
away  in  1875.  They  were  a  worthy  couple,  who 
were  highly  esteemed  in  llio  community  where  so 
many  yuai-s  of  tlieir  lives  wei-e  passed.  Kind- 
liearted  and  generous,  possessing  noble  impulse^! 
and  industrious  habits,  they  ac<|uired  a  comi>etency 
of  this  world's  goods,  and  wei-e  enabled  to  give 
good  advanttges  to  their  nine  children.  The  pa- 
ternal great-gi-flnd father  of  our  subject  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  AVar,  aiid  his  anccstoi-s  on 
both  sides  of  the  house  were   of  substantial  stoch. 

The  nine  childi-en  constituting  the  jNtrental  fam- 
ily all  grew  to  mature  yeai-s,  and  four  of  the  num- 
ber arc  now  living,  our  subject  being  the  eldest, 
lie  was  reared  in  Cass  County,  Ind.,  where  he  car- 
ried on  his  studies  in  both  [niblic  and  piivate 
schools.  At  the  age  of  about  twenty  years  lie 
went  to  Kansas,  and  embarking  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness, was  thus  engaged  tor  two  years.  For  the 
eighteen  ensuing  years  he  traveled  throughout  the 
Wcsl«rn  Sti»t«s  and  conducted  an  extensive  stock 
business,  meeting  with  fair  success  in  liis  enter- 
prises. This  roving  life,  however,  was  uot  exactly 
suited  to  his  tastes,  and  he  flnnily  returned  to  hii> 
childhood's  home  in  Indiana. 

March  25,  1885,  Mr.  Cox  and  Miss  Martha  Yan- 
tics  were  united  in  marriage  in  Cass  County,  Ind. 
The  bride  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Yanties,  a 
prominent  and  successful  general  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Cass  County,  Ind,,  where  she  was  born. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cox  located  in  Chicago, 
where  he  secured  a  position  in  the  fStudeliaker 
Bros.'  Wagon  Manufactory,  remaining  thus  en- 
gaged for  two  years.  In  1890  iie  came  to  lierrien 
County  and  located  on  the  place  where  he  now 
resides.  His  fruit  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
township,  and  consists  of  twenty  acres  planted  to 
grapes,  pears,  peaches  and  blackberries.  The  fruits 
are  shipped  principally  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee, 
and  find  a  ready  sale.     A  successful    fruit-grower 


and  a  keen  and  sagacious  business  man,  Mr.  Cox 
occupies  a  position  of  prominence  in  the  county. 
He  is  libi'i-al  in  politics  and  votes  for  the  man 
wiioni  he  eonsidei's  best  qualified  for  the  office  in 
ipie^tion.  When  our  subject's  father  left  Balti- 
more, Md,,  for  Indiana  he  had  a  number  of  slaves, 
whom  he  set  free. 


]|^0N  A.  FLETCHER,  an  enterprising  and 
I  3  P'*!'"'!""  farmer  of  Cass  (bounty,  whose 
j^  home  is  pleasantly  situ.atcd  on  section  10, 
La  Grange  Township,  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  v.,  April  7,  1837,  being  the  son  of  William  K. 
and  Sarah  A.  (Stearns)  Fletcher.  The  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  America,  and  the  first 
repi-csentativo  emigrated  to  this  country  in  the 
"  Mayllowcr."  The  paternal  grandfather,  Ilusself 
Fletcher,  was  a  native  of  Woodstock,  Vt.,  and 
followed  farming  pursuits.  About  1825  he  re- 
moved from  Vermont  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  purchased  fifty  acres  and  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  When  three 
years  of  age  he  had  scarlet  fever,  which  left  him 
quite  deaf. 

Tlie  union  of  Russell  Fletcher  with  Rachel 
Scott  resulted  in  the  birth  of  fourcliildren,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  othei-s  are;  William 
R..  Henry  E.  (deceased),  and  Charles  M.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Kalamazoo.  Grandfather  Fletcher  came 
to  Michigan  about  1847  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  in  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  six  years.  Thence  he  eamc  to  Cass 
County,  and  here  his  hfe  was  brought  to  a  close 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  William  R.  Fletcher,  was  born  in  Vermont 
in  1807  and  received  a  common-school  education. 
He  went  to  New  York  one  year  prior  to  the 
removal  of  liis  parents  thither,  and  for  a  time 
worked  by  the  month  for  otliere. 

In    1846  William    It.    Fletcher    moved    to   Cass 
County,    Mich.,    and    later    went    to    Kalar 
County,  where  lie  remained  for  three 
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turning  to  Cass  County,  he  purchased  the  farm 
aHjoining  the  picsenl  property  belonging  to  oiir 
subject,  and  thi'ough  industry  and  energy  accumu- 
lated lauded  possessions  aggregating  four  hun- 
dred acres  in  La  Grange  Township.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Democrat  and  at  different  times  he  was 
ch<isen  to  fill  various  olflces  of  trust  in  the  town- 
ship and  county.  He  miiriied  Sarah  A.,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Stearns,  and  thej'  became  the  parents 
of  live  children:  Don.  A.,  Dolinda  C,  Caroline 
R.  (widow  of  E.  Mun{?er).  Joseph  W.,  and  Cecilia 
li.,  who  married  Albert  Stevenson.  Tlie  mother 
of  tliis  family  passed  away  in  1889,  and  the  father 
died  during  the  following  year. 

After  completing  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district,  onr  subject  entered  upon 
the  vocation  of  a  farmer.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
live  he  married  Sarepta,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
M.iry  Shurte.  Mrs,  Fletcher  was  born  in  Cass 
County,  October  27, 1838.  ller  father  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  in  1796  and  removed  to  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  married,  his  wife,  Mary  Wright, 
also  being  o  native  of  New  Jersey.  In  1829  they 
came  to  Cass  County,  being  very  early  settlere  of 
this  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  William  I., 
Mary  L.,  Ross  A.  and  Charles  C.  The  eldest  son,who 
resides  in  Oregon,  married  Coia  Jones  and  they 
have  one  child,  Mabel  E.  Mary  L.  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Dowagiac  High  School  and  the  South  Bend 
Commercial  College;  Ross  is  also  a  graduate  of  the 
South  liend  Commercial  College;  Charles  C.  is 
now  a  student  in  the  Cassopolis  High  School. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Fletcher  operated 
as  a  renter  for  a  number  of  years,  but  by  saving 
his  earnings  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  of  liis  father's  farm. 
To  this  he  has  since  added  forty  acres,  the  most 
of  which  has  been  improved  and  placed  under 
cultivation.  As  a  farmer,  he  studies  the  science 
of  agriculture  and  aims  to  raise  only  such  cereals 
as  are  .idapled  to  the  soil.  A  neat  set  of  farm 
buildings  may  be  found  upon  the  place,  and  the 
air  of  thrift  noticeable  everywhere  proves  the 
energy  and  industrious  nature  of  the  proprietor. 
Socially,  Mr.  Fletcher  is  identified  with  the  An- 
cient Order  of  Unite<!  Workmen,  belonging  to  the 


lodge  at  Cassopolis.  In  political  belief  a  Dem 
crat,  he  is  influential  in  the  ranks  of  his  party  ai 
has  held  a  number  of  township  offices. 

besides  the  farm  Mr.  Fletcher  owns  a  one-thi 
interest  in  the  gristmill  at  La  Grange. 


■  ^^^^^a^-^-i^ii^^g 


\1[%x  ARIUS  BOYNTON.  Anotherof  the  promi- 
I  Jll  nent  fruit-growers  of  Hagar  Township  is 
^yj!^  Darius  Boynton,  a  man  of  recognized 
inltuence  and  ability,  who  by  a  systematic 
and  careful,  thorough  manner  of  work  has  attained 
to  a  success  which  is  justly  deserved.  Since  1862 
he  Las  been  a  resident  of  ISerrien  County,  Mich., 
and  during  that  time  )iis  career  has  been  upright 
and  honorable,  and  he  has  won  a  host  of  warm 
friends.  Many  are  the  changes  which  have  oc- 
curred since  this  worthy  citizen  located  here,  and 
he  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  what  was  once  a 
vast  forest  to  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  in- 
Huential  counties  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Boynton  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  acres  of  land,  and  most  of  this  he  him- 
self has  improved.  He  was  born  in  Addison 
County,  Vt.,  and  in  that  State  made  his  home  un- 
til twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  moved  to 
Monroe  County,  N,  Y.  There  lie  metand  married 
Miss  Lucy  E.  Hanford,  with  whom  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1850.  They  settled  in  Wayne  County, 
and  one  year  Liter  Mrs,  Boynton  died.  About 
1854  Mr.  Boynton  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Olcott, 
whose  parents  were  old  settlers  of  Wayne  County, 
and  Ihree  years  later  moved  to  Jackson  County, 
Mich.  From  there,  in  1862,  he  moved  to  Berrien 
County,  where  he  carried  on  a  fruit  farm  east  of 
Benton  Harbor,  and  he  has  been  engaged  in  fruit- 
growing for  the  most  part  ever  since. 

He  has  met  with  unusual  success  in  that  calling, 
and  what  he  has  accumulated  in  the  way  of  this 
world's  goods  has  been  from  the  interest  he  has 
taken  in  this  industry.  He  has  one  of  the  most 
extensive  peach  orchards  in  the  county,  about  two 
thousand  five  hundred  trees,  most  of  them  bear- 
ing, and  he  has  four  acres  in  a  vineyard.    Kvery- 
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tiling  about  liis  |>lin;e  iurticutes  thsit  un  eKiicrieiiccd 
linnd  is  at  tlie  lielin  anil  tlie  farm  is  kept  in  perfect 
order  and  neatness.  He  also  raises  any  quantity 
of  small  fruit,  etc',,  and  slii|>s  to  Cliiuago  and  otlier 
|ioinls.  Tlie  utmost  vigilance  is  made  neecssnry 
ill  view  of  tlie  perishable  cliai'auter  of  tlie  goods, 
exijcdition  being  used  in  transportation  and  in 
selling.  No  one  understands  bis  business  more 
tiiorou^lily  than  Mr.  lioyulon. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boynton  were  born  five 
diildren.  four  of  wlioni  arc  now  living.  Robert 
A.  died  in  the  year  1872.  when  eleven  years  of 
ngc;  Delia  became  the  wife  of  Henry  K.  [teneh, 
of  Wasliington;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  K.  .1.  Stan- 
ton; M.  Lillian  is  a  resident  of  Chicaso;  and 
Harry  is  a  resident  of  Washington.  Mr.  Boyn- 
ton's  parents  were  native  Vermonters,  and  in  that 
State  they  grew  np  and  were  married.  There  tliey 
reared  seven  children,  of  wlioni  Mr.  Boynton  was 
third  in  onler  of  birth.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch 
sup|K>rter  of  Democi"atic  princi])les,  and  his  vote 
has  ever  been  cast  with  that  party. 


J^'LEXANDliR  HAI.LIDAY.  There  is  no 
<^0     liner  farm  in  Lincoln  Township  than  the 

ITi  "Cedar  Bluff  Fruit  Farm,"  which  occupies 
^0  a  picturesque  location  on  section  lG,and 

is  conceded  to  l>e  one  of  the  most  highly-improved 
estates  in  Berrien  County.  Mr.  Halliday,  under 
whose  personal  supervision  all  the  improvements 
have  been  made,  is  an  enterprising  business  man, 
and  through  his  judicious  management  and  un- 
wearied exertions  he  has  attained  to  a  measure  of 
success  not  usually  enjoyed.  In  1890  he  erected 
the  commodious  residence  which  now  adorns  the 
place,  and  from  the  upper  stories  may  be  obtained 
a  beautiful  view  of  Lake  Michigan  and  the  coun- 
try for  miles  around. 

From  his  Scotch  ancestors  Mr.  Halliday  has  in- 
herited the  qualities  of  persistence  and  thrift 
characteristic  of  that  people.  He  himself  is  a 
native  of  Scotland,  having  been  born  in  Berwick- 
shire, June  24,  1842.     His   paternal  grandfather, 


Alexander  Halliday,  Sr.,  was  a  Scotchman  and  had 
a  family  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  were 
prominent  clergymen  in  the  church  of  Kngland. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Andrew  Halliday,  was 
born  in  Berwickshire,  Scotland,  and  grew  to  n-an- 
bood  in  that  country,  where  he  married  Miss  Helen 
Kedpath.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  liis 
native  land. 

Emigi'ating  to  America  in  1844,  Mr.  Halliday 
settled  in  Norfolk  County  (now  Ontario),  Canada, 
where  be  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits  until  his  death.  His  wife  is  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Norfolk  County. 
He  met  with  considenible  success  in  his  business 
ventures  and  acquired  the  ownership  of  hundreds 
of  acres  in  Canada.  In  his  religious  views  he  ac- 
cepted the  dtK'tiine  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  for  many  yeare  he  served  as  Deacon.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all 
of  whom  reached  manhood  and  womanhttod,  and 
seven  are  now  living.  The  only  member  of  the 
family,  excepting  our  subject,  who  resides  in  tlie 
United  States  is  Robert, of  this  county. 

In  Norfolk  County,  Canada,  onr  suhject  grew  to 
manhood  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  millwright,  at 
which  he  was  employed  until  be  left  the  province. 
At  the  age  ol  twenty-two  lie  went  to  Kankakee, 
II!.,  Wiiere  he  followed  his  trade  of  millwright  and 
was  also  engaged  in  carpenter  work  for  ciglit 
years.  While  there,  in  1869,  he  married  Wiss 
Maggie  H.,  the  daughter  of  Ephraim  Doyle.  Mrs. 
Halliday  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  her 
girlhood  moved  to  Kankakee,  where  she  held  the 
position  of  teacher  in  the  Presbjterian  School. 
She  was  well  educated  in  the  semin.ary  at  Hunting- 
don, Pa.,  and  engaged  in  the  profession  of  a 
teacher  for  about  fifteen  yeai-s. 

In  1870  Mr.  Halliday  came  to  Berrien  County 
and  located  on  section  16,  Lincoln  Township, 
where  he  bought  twenty  acres.  He  added  to  his 
property  until  he  had  acquired  the  ownership  of 
seventy-five  acres,  and  at  the  present  time  he  and 
his  wife  have  forty  acres  of  well-improved  land. 
Here  he  has  planted  fruit  trees  and  engages  in 
raising  small  fruits  of  the  best  varieties.  While 
he  iias  met  with  more  than  ordinary  success,  he 
has  also  met  with  reverses.  In  1888  lie  was  burned 


Hosted  by 


Google 


432 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


out  by  Hie,  losing  liis  resilience,  and  entailing  a 
lieavy  loss.  But  liv  was  undaunted  by  miaforliinc, 
iind  set  himself  to  work  ntonce  to  rulrievi;  his  for- 
tunes. It  was  not  long  beroie  lie  had  rejilaced  tlic 
building,  with  one  more  substantial  and  eonveni- 
ent,  and  his  farm  Is  one  of  the  best  in  tlic  township. 
Jlr,  and  Mrs.  Hallidiiy  have  no  childi-en  of  tiieir 
own,  but  havt  reared  an  adopted  son,  Charles,  a 
jiromisiiig  young  man  of  twenty-one  years. 

A  man  of  note  in  the  coramunity,  Mr.  Halliday 
has  seived  for  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
ty Board  of  Supervisora  and  is  the  piesent  (!893) 
incumbent  of  the  ollice.  For  two  years  he  filled 
the  position  of  Tax  Collector  and  he  has  also 
served  as  Treasurer  of  tlie  township.  In  his  polit- 
ical views  lie  endorses  the  platform  of  the  Demo- 
cratic |tarty  and  is  one  of  its  leaders  in  the 
loe.iiity.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  chapter  and  council,  and  St. 
Joseph  Lodge.  Mr,  Halliday  is  a  thoroughly 
|)i'actical  and  experienced  man,  of  superior  business 
attainments,  .and  by  close  attention  to  the  details 
of  liis  chosen  oecui>ation  has  secured  justly-merited 


y 


l^;HJJAM  r>,  JONES,  a  successful  business 
man  residing  in  Dowagiac,  is  the  ownci 
and  pi-oprietor  of  the  grocery  store  lo 
cated  on  the  corner  of  Front  and  Commeicial 
Streets.  Since  1877,  when  he  emarked  in  the  busi- 
ness, he  has  built  np  a  lucrative  and  extensive 
trade  and  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people 
to  a  degree  not  usuallj' enjoyed.  In  his  establish 
ment  he  carries  a  complete  assortment  of  crockery, 
stii[ile  and  fancy  groceries,  vegetables  in  their  sea- 
son, and  also  has  a  market,  where  the  best  grades 
of  fresh  meats  may  be  obtained. 

Among  the  pioneers  of  Cass  County  prominent 
mention  belongs  to  Oilman  C,  Jones,  the  father  of 
our  subject.  He  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  N.  H., 
July  12,  1819,  being  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Lydia 
(Straw)  Jones.  Jacob  Jones  was  the  fii-st  repre- 
sentative of  the  family  in  this  country  and  he  was 
an  early  settler  of  I^'ew  Hampshire,     He  served  as 


a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  afterward  an 
officer  in  the  State  militia.  Of  his  ten  children, 
Gilman  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  and  he 
was  reared  in  New  Hampshire,  being  educated  at 
Pembroke.  AlKiut  1844  he  came  lo  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Cass  County,  where  for  a  lime  he  taught 
in  the  schools  of  Cassopolis.  Later  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business,  becoming  one  of  the 
pioneer  mcrehanls  of  the  place,  and  was  in  partner- 
ship with  two  gentlemen  under  the  firm  name  of 
Lybrook,  rx)Hand  &  Jones. 

When  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  was  put 
through  Dowagiac,  Gilman  Jones  came  hither,  and 
with  his  brother  erected  tlic  large  brick  store  now 
occupied  by  Mark  Op}>enheim,  the  tailor.  In  con- 
nection with  diy  goods  he  also  carried  a  large 
stock  of  drugs  and  hardware  and  conducted  a  gen- 
eral business  until  1876,  when  he  retired.  His 
first  marriage  was  to  Miss  Laura,  daughter  of 
James  Dickson,  an  early  settler  of  Cass  County. 
Five  children  were  born  of  the  union,  only  two  of 
whom  now  survive:  our  subject  and  Dan,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  proprietor  of  the  Buena  Vista  Herald, 
published  at  Buena  Vista,  Colo.  In  1872  Gilman 
Jones  married  Miss  Amanda  Wall,  and  they  te- 
came  the  parente  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  and  make  their  home  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Politically,  Gilman  Jones  was  a  Democrat,  al- 
though during  the  Civil  War  he  acted  with  the 
Republican  party.  In  1860  he  was  elected  to  the 
oHi(,e  of  State  Senator,  in  which  he  served  with 
distinction.  He  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  man, 
ind  assisted  in  raising  troops  for  the  defense  of 
the  Union.  As  President  of  the  Village  Board 
and  Supervisor  of  Silver  Creek  Township,  he  was 
mstiumtntal  in  securing  many  improvements  here. 
An  energetic,  determined  man,  he  was  successful 
in  whatever  he  undertook,  and  occupied  a  high 
place  in  the  regard  of  the  people.  In  his  religious 
belief  he  was  a  Universalist.  His  death  occurred 
in  May,  1889. 

Born  in  Dowagiac,  September  26,  1854,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  reared  here  and  gained  a 
good  education  in  the  public  schools.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  became  salesman  for  his  father,  and 
continued  thus  occupied  until  the  retirement  of 
the  senior  Mr,  Jones  in  1876.     During   the   foU 
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lowing  year  (lur  subject  engaged  in  business  for 
himself  and  rapidly  gained  a  [ilaue  among  tlieaiib- 
stantinl  business  men  of  Dowagiae.  A  Demoerat 
in  politics,  lie  lias  held  the  offiw!  of  City  Treasurer 
for  two  terms  and  served  as  Alderman  for  six 
ycai'S,  representing  the  Firet  Ward  in  the  City 
Council.  At  present  he  isCliairmaii  of  the  Demo- 
watic  County  Central  Committieo.  lie  is  interested 
in  politics  and  lias  serv.;d  as  delegate  to  the  State 
convention  a  number  of  times.  He  was  the  ori- 
ginator of  the  paid  tire  department  in  this  plaee, 
and  also  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  building  of 
tlic  water  works  here. 


JOSEPH  I.  JOliNSOK  A  brief  review  of  the 
!  salient  points  in  the  life  of  this  useful  and 
I  upright  man  will  be  of  interest,  not  alone 
__  '  to  the  people  of  Niles,  of  which  city  he  is  a 
resident,  but  also  to  tlie  citizens  of  ISerrien  County, 
wheTO  he  is  well  and  favorably  known.  At  pi'es- 
ent  he  is  not  actively  engaged  in  business,  although 
his  real-estate  interests  are  extensive  and  require 
considerable  attention  on  his  part.  In  former 
years  he  was  engaged  in  railroading,  and  much  of 
his  active  life  has  been  devoted  to  that  line  of 
work. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
October  17,  1836,  and  is  tlie  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  II.  (Randall)  Johnson,  natives  of  Maine. 
Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  ancestore  were 
English  people,  and  representatives  of  both  fami- 
lies early  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  sailor,  and  died  in  New 
York  during  the  year  1836,  when  his  son  was  a 
mere  infant.  The  latter  was  brougiit  to  Michigan 
by  his  mother  when  three  years  old,  and  with  her 
settled  ill  Ann  Artior,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
The  rudiments  of  his  education  were  acquired  in 
the  common  schoohiof  that  city,  but  his  schooling 
was  limited,  and  his  educ-ntion  has  been  gained 
principally  in  the  great  school  of  experience. 

At  the  age  of  tliirteen  years,  Mr.  Jolinson  began 
bis  active  business  life.     Ills  firet  position  was  that 
2! 


of  fireman  on  a  loccmiotlve,  in  which  cajiacity  he 
continued  for  some  time.  He  also  held  various 
other  positions  on  railroads  until  1852,  when  he 
look  charge  of  the  construction  train  on  the  Mich- 
igan Central  Railroad.  That  work  occupied  his 
attention  for  some  time,  and,  having  been  satisfac- 
torily linished,  lie  accepted  a  position  as  Roadmas- 
ter,  in  which  ca|>acity  he  served  until  January, 
1881.  An  accident  at  that  time  caused  the  lossof 
j  a  limb,  and  compelled  him  to  retire  from  railroad 
i   work. 

{  in  1881  Mr.  Johnson  became  proprietor  of  the 
!  Michigan  Central  Dining  Halt  at  Nites,  which  he 
I  conducted  successfully  tor  eleven  years,  selling 
i  the  business  November  1,  1892.  He  is  a  man  who 
I  takes  a  dejip  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  city  of 
;  Niles,  and  contributes  his  quota  to  its  advance- 
i  ment.  He  is  loyal  to  every  cause  he  espouses, and 
I  is  a  zealous  champion  of  the  platform  of  the  Re- 
I  publiijan  party.  Socially,  he  is  identified  actively 
I  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
also  holds  membership  in  Niles  Lodge  No.  17, 
A.  F.  A  A.  M. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  January  I,  1862,  to 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  James  and  Ella  (Blake) 
j  Allen,  natives  of  Ireland,  where  Mrs.  Johnson  was 
also  born.  The  mother  died  in  her  native  land. 
Mr.  Allen  is  a  resident  of  Tolono,  111.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  wife: 
Ella,  wife  of  William  Miley,  a  i-esident  of  Niles; 
and  Nettie  M,,  who  resides  with  her  parents.  The 
social  position  occupied  by  the  family  is  one  of 
prominence.  They  maintain  a  constant  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  those  about  them  and  their  ear- 
nest and  benevolent  nalurt^  endtai  them  to  all 
their  acquaintances. 


;RANK  ATWOOD.     The  Atwood  family  is 

Plj  one  of  tlie  prominent  ones  of  Wayne 
Townsliip,  Cass  County,  for  its  members 
have  been  identified  with  its  interests  from  an 
early  day.  and  have  ever  been  upright  and  honor- 
able citizens.     Wells  H.  Atwood,  the  grandfather 
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of  our  subject,  was  a  na£ivo  of  New  York,  which 
Slate  he  left  in  1836  to  oome  to  Michigan.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlei-s  of  Wayne  Townsliip, 
and  located  on  section  20, "Oak  Opening, "  where  he 
made  a  jjermanent  settlement.  I^ter  in  life  lie 
retired  to  Dowagiac,  and  there  received  his  final 
summons  in  1864.  Three  of  his  children  are  now 
living:  Lafayette;  James,  wlio  resides  in  Dowagiac; 
and  Roxanna,  who  makes  lier  home  in  Wajne 
Township. 

Lafayette  Atwood,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  I'ork  in  1824,  and 
in  1836  came  to  Cass  County,  Midi.,  with  his 
father.  Here  he  was  married  to  Miss  Adeline 
Allen,  who  was  also  born  in  the  Kmpire  State,  but 
who  came  with  her  i>aronts  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
at  an  early  date.  Her  father,  Gideon  Allen,  was  a 
farmer  and  a  very  successful  one.  Three  of  his 
children  are  now  living:  Henry,  who  resides  in 
W;iyne  Township;  Ann  Eliza,  who  makes  her 
home  ill  Dowagiac;  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Taylor,  of 
Wayne  Townshiji.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
celebrated  their  union  in  Wayne  Townsh ip,  and 
later  settled  on  the  farm,  "Oak  Opening,"  at  a  time 
when  very  few  improvements  had  been  made.  Mrs. 
Atwood  died  in  1864,  but  Mr.  Atwood  still  sur- 
vives in  this  township.  He  was  married  the 
second  time,  but  no  children  were  born  to  this 
union.  By  the  firet  marriage  thi-ce  chiidi'en  were 
born,  but  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor.  The 
father  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  township 
affaire  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  and  most  sub- 
stantial fanners  of  his  section.  Formerly  a  Whig 
in  politics,  lie  is  now  a  Republican  and  lias  held  a 
number  of  township  ollices.  Ho  has  t)een  High- 
way Commissioner  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 

Many  of  the  most  active  and  enterprising  resi- 
dents of  Cass  County  are  natives  of  the  county  and 
have  here  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  In 
them  we  find  men  of  true  loyalty  to  the  interests 
of  this  part  of  the  State,  who  understand,asit  were 
by  instinct,  the  needs,social  and  industrial,  of  this 
vicinity,  and  who  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
its  resources.  They  are  therefore  better  adapted 
to  succeed  here  llian  a  s'.r;inger  could  bo  and  arc 
probably    without  exception   warmly  devoted  to 


the  prosperity  of  their  native  place.  Such  a  man 
we  find  in  the  person  of  Frank  Atwood,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Wayne  Township, 
August  12,  1852,  and  was  early  trained  to  the 
duties  of  the  farm.  His  scholastic  training  was 
received  in  the  Union  School  at  Dowagiac  and  the 
district  school  in  Wayne  Township.  In  the  j'ear 
1873  he  married  Miss  Belle  Ingling,  a  native 
of  I'enn  Township,  this  county,  born  .July  13, 
1857,  and  the  daugliter  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Stanard)  Ingling,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio 
and  New  York.  Her  parents  reside  in  Dowagiac. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  have  lived  on  their  present 
farm  ever  since  their  marriage  and  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Fred  O.,  Fay  and  Cora.  Our 
subject  is  interested  in  school  work,  lias  been  a 
school  oHioer  since  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
lias  given  his  cliildreu  good  educations.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  and  in  politics 
isa  Democrat.althoiigh  formerly  a  Republican.  lie 
was  Scho<il  Inspector  for  a  number  of  ycai's,  and 
also  serveil  sis  Town  Clerk  for  several  yeai-s,  and 
is  now  serving  his  liral  term  as  Supervisor  of  the 
Township.  The  farm  comprises  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres. 


^xp^EOHGE  MOULEY,a  prominent  citizen  of 
'if  i^f"  '''^'''^■'^•'  Countyandasuccessfulfruit-gi-ower 
^^^1  of  Lincoln  Township,  residing  on  section 
16,  was  born  in  I'hiladeliihia,  Pa.,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1847.  His  father,  William  Morley,  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  there  engaged  in  business 
as  a  machinist;  lie  also  gave  considerable  attention 
to  the  knitting  business.  After  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Susan  Timpson,  lie  emigrated  to  America,  and 
for  a  time  sojourned  in  Massachusetts.  Later  he 
removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  lie  followed  the 
machine  and  knitting  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  Some  time  since  he  retired  from  active 
business  and  now,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
six  years,  is  living  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  His  good 
wife  is  now  (1893)  seventy-two.  Theaged couple 
we  hale  and  vigorous,  notwithstanding  Lhcir  years. 
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T!ie  family  of  wliicli  our  subiect  is  a  member 
consisted  of  eleven  cliildvi'ii.  of  wliom  nine  sur- 
vived to  mature  years,  and  eiglit  are  now  living. 
'i'iiey  were  all  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Episeojial 
Cliureh,  of  which  iheir  mother  is  a  member.  The 
fatJier,  while  not  identified  with  any  denomination, 
lias  always  contributed  with  liberality  to  church 
work,  lie  is  a  Demoei'at  in  his  iKtlilical  opinions, 
and  has  for  many  years  been  an  earnest  advocate 
of  free  trade,  hi  the  city  of  his  birth  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood.  In  youth 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist  and  was 
employed  in  a  knitting  factory.  As  a  child,  be  j 
studied  in  the  common  schools  of  Philadelphia,  i 
but  his  schooling  was  discontinued  at  the  age  of  ' 
thirteen,  when  he  commenced  to  learn  his  trade.       ! 

When  a  youth  of  nineteen  Mr.  Morloy  assumed   ; 
the  management  of  the    Hall  &   Mean    Knitting  : 
Works,  of  Philadelphia,  and  remained  in  that  po-  [ 
sition  until  1880,    At  that  time  the  firm  of  Cooper,   j 
Wells  &  Co.,  of  St,  Joseph,  Mieh.,  brought  him  to   ■ 
this  city  as  Superintendent  of  their  knitting  works,  I 
and  after  working  for  eight  years  in  that  eaiwiclty 
he  purchased  the  place  where   lie  has  since   made 
his  home.     Here  he  has  thirty-live  acres,  of  which 
about  one-half  has  been  set  out  in  fruit  trees,  in- 
cluding the  best   varieties  of  apples,   t}ears  and 
[jcaelies.     He  also  raises  beriies,  grapes,  etc.     The 
trees  have  been  set  out   quite  recently,  and   will 
soon  be  in  fine  bearing  condition. 

July  1,  1866,  iMr.  Horley  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Grindrod,  who  was  one  of  sixteen 
children  born  to  the  union  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Smith)  Grindrod.  At  the  present  time  (1893) 
seven  of  the  number  are  living.  Her  father  was 
born  in  England  September  4,  1811,  and  on  tiie 
30th  of  March,  1834,  married  Miss  Klizabeth  Smith. 
In  18.'>7  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  lo- 
cated in  Philadelphia,  where  he  followed  the  ti-adc 
of  a  dyer.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Morley 
was  a  Mason  and  mysteriously  disappeared  in 
England.  Her  inaternal  great-grniid mother  at- 
tained to  the  great  old  age  of  one  hundred  and 
four  years.  In  childhood  our  subject  and  Mary 
Grindrod  lived  in  the  same  city,  and  when  only 
eleven  years  old  they  worked  together  in  a  factory, 
wheie  they  continued  to  be  employed  until  their 


marriage.  They  are  highly  regarded  throughout 
the  community,  and  are  prominent  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

In  regard  to  social  connections,  Mr.  Morley  is 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  belonging  to  the  encampment,  and  is  also 
a  member  of-  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  American 
Mechanics*  Society  and  various  temperance  organi- 
zations. Politically,  lie  has  always  cast  his  ballot 
for  the  candidates  and  platform  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  attained  pi-ominence  and  success  as 
the  result  of  patient  pei-severance  and  energetic 
effort.  His  first  experience  of  business  was  in 
youth,  when  he  lo.aned  some  money  to  a  building 
and  loan  association,  and  the  result  was  so  satis- 
factory tliat  he  has  always  spoken  very  highly  of 
these  societies  since  that  lime.  While  residing  in 
Germ.intown,  Pa.,  he  became  the  possessor  of  two 
cannon  balls  used  in  the  battle  of  Germantown, 
and  years  afterward  taken  from  the  walls  of  an 
old  house  in  the  village.  These  balls  are  made  out 
of  stone.  At  the  battle  of  Germantown  they  ran  • 
out  of  ammunition  and  made  use  of  stone  for  can- 
non balls. 


>|^  AVID  JUDSON,  for  manyyeara  one  of  the 
IIJ)  most  successful  instructors  in  the  West, 
'^^^  and  now  a  fruit-grower  residing  in  St. 
Joseph  Township,  Berrien  County,  was 
born  in  Livingston  County,  N,  Y.,  June  12,  1829. 
He  is  the  son  of  Heury  Lyinan  Judson,  a  native  of 
Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  born  on  the  I5th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1795,  and  reared  in  the  city  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  chairmaker. 
Later  removing  to  New  York,  he  located  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  resided  until  1836. 
From  New  York  he  removed  to  Michigan,  and 
pui-cliased  a  tiactof  unimproved  laud  in  Hillsdale 
County,  to  the  clearing  and  cultivation  of  which 
he  gave  his  attention  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
succeeded  in  bringing  the  place  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  it  reaching  a  foremost  rank  among  the 
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farms  of  tlie  county.  Upon  tlie  oid  homestead  his 
eyes  closed  in  death,  September  9,  1840. 

Tlivoughotit  Millsdiile  Cotinty  Mr.  Judson  was 
known  and  esteemed,  fiy  hii^  untiring  labor  for 
the  welfare  of  the  community  and  Ihe  good  of  his 
fellow-oitizcns,  he  left  an  influence  which  extended 
80  perceptibly  beyond  tlie  home  circle  that  it 
called  forth  a  univei'sal  benediction  of  honor 
apon  him  who  so  nobly  lived  and  labored.  His 
wife  was  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  Christie. 
She  was  born  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  on  the  3d  of  De- 
cember, 1785,  and  died  in  Branch  County,  Mich., 
February  12,  1857.  Her  childhood  years  were 
passed  in  the  city  of  Albany,  whence  she  moved  to 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  accom- 
panied her  husband  to  Michigan. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
of  whom  two  are  deceased,  Mary  .Tane  and  Mar- 
gery. The  survivors  iive  David,  of  this  sketch,  and 
Henry  Gilbert,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Hiilsdalo  County,  this  Stale.  David  was  a  child 
of  seven  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
in  tlieir  removal  from  the  Kmpire  State  to  Michi- 
gan. His  boyhood  years  were  spent  upon  the 
home  farm  in  Hillsdale  County,  wheie  he  aided 
his  father  in  the  usual  routine  of  agrieultural 
work,  and  for  a  time  he  conducted  hisstudics  in  a 
neighboring  school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he 
entered  Hillsdale  College,  where  he  availed  him- 
self to  the  utmost  of  llie  opportunities  ofEered 
him. 

Upon  leaving  College,  Mr.  Judson  went  to 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  where  for  two  years  he  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  common  schools.  From  that 
city  he  went  to  Lansing,  Iowa,  in  1864,  where  he 
ac-eepted  the  position  of  Principal  of  the  graded 
schools.  During  the  same  year,oii  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, at  Racine,  Wis.,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Helen  E.,  daughter  ol  Hon.  George  W. 
Selden,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Raciue 
County,  Wis.,  and  a  member  of  the  State  Legis- 
ture  of  Wisconsin.  Returning  to  Lansing  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  Mr.  Judson  resumed  his 
professional  labws,  and  for  four  years  filled  the 
position  of  Principal  of  schools,  while  his  wife  was 
assistant  Principal. 

Jn    the    autumn  of    1808   Mr.  Judson    came    to 


Berrien  County  and  purehased  the  place  where  he 
now  resides.  He  did  not,  however,  locate  here  at 
that  time,  but  for  two  years  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Berrien  County.  In  1871  he  and  his  wife  re- 
turned to  Lansing,  Iowa,  where  they  taught  in  the 
schools  for  three  years.  Thence  they  returned  to 
Berrien  County,  and  for  one  year  (1874-73)  after 
eoming  Ijack  to  Michigan  Mr.  Judson  was  Princi- 
pal of  the  St.  Joseph  schools. 

In  1875  Prof.  Judson  removed  to  Waukon,  Al- 
lamakee County,  Jowa,  where  he  was  Principal  of 
the  schools  for  five  years,  his  wife  being  one  of 
his  assistants.  Subsequently  he  liad  charge  of  the 
schools  in  Villisca,  Montgomery  County,  Iowa, 
for  one  year,  and  the  school  at  Red  Cloud,  Neb., 
for  two  years.  In  1884  he  discontinued  teaching 
and  has  since  resided  upon  section  36,  St,  Joseph 
Township.  The  farm  consists  of  ten  acres  and  is 
devoted  to  the  raisingof  pears,apples,strawberries, 
etc.  Both  as  a  teacher  and  a  fruit-grower,  Mr. 
Judson  has  been  snccessfnl.  During  the  period 
of  more  than  twenty  yeare  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  he  was  the  instructor  of  nrany 
men  who  have  since  gained  prominence  in  business 
and  political  circles,  and  tvho  attribute  their  suc- 
cess in  no  small  degree  to  his  painstaking  efforts 
and  elieerfiit  as^^i'stanec. 

In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation, 
Mr.  Judson  maintains  a  deep  sympathy,  and  all 
measures  having  for  their  object  the  promotion  of 
benevolent  projects  or  public-spirited  enterprises 
receive  his  hearty  eo-operalion.  In  liis  political 
belief,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  held  the  oltice 
of  School  Inspector  of  the  township  and  Highway 
Commissioner,  and  has  also  served  as  Treasurer  of 
his  school  district  for  the  past  six  years. 

j«s^  TKPilE.N  COOK.  Na  more  highly  re- 
^^£^  spected  and  esteemed  citizen  livesin  Hagar 
^iJ_M  Township  than  the  one  of  whom  we  write, 
who  has  done  business  here  for  many  years, 
and  throughout  all  that  time  has  so  conducted 
himself  as  to  earn  the  just  .admiration  and  regard 
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of  his  noigliboi-s.  lie  is  not  only  one  of  the  old 
settlers  of  the  <»untv,  but  one  of  the  prominent 
fruit  and  berry  growei's  of  tlio  snine.  lie  needs  no 
introdnction  t4>  the  people  of  Hon'ieii  County,  for 
a  long  residence  here  and,  above  sill,  a  career  of 
usefulness  and  prominence  liave  given  him  a  very 
extensive  sicquaintance. 

He  is  a  aon'of  the  Kmpire  State,  Iwrri  in  Cay- 
uga Conuty  in  1823,  and  is  one  of  twelve  children 
born  to  Henry  and  Maria  (Miimbriie)  Cook,  na- 
tives also  of  the  State  of  New  York.  At  an  early 
dale  the  [Mirents  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Calhoun  County,  when  it  was  a  complete  wilder- 
ness, and  on  the  edge  of  what  was  known  as  Cook's 
I'l-airie.  Henry  Cook  was  a  man  possessed  of  more 
than  the  ordinary  attainments,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  when  the  State  was  a  Territory, 
lie  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  son. 
William,  brother  of  our  subject,  served  two  terms 
in  the  .State  Legislature,  and  the  same  length  of 
time  in  the  Senate.  lie  was  a  prominent  man  of 
the  State,  but  is  now  deceased.  Our  subject  has 
three  brothers  in  Callioun  and  one  in  this  county. 

Tlie  original  of  this  notice  p-issed  his  bojhood 
and  youth  in  Callionn  Countj  and  in  addition  to 
his  primary  education  tttended  the  academy  in 
|[<m)cr.  lie  was  but  amall  when  lie  came  with  his 
IKtrents  to  Michigan  and  na  a  constqnence  nearly 
all  his  recollections  are  of  this  State  He  assisted 
his  father  in  dealing  the  home  place  of  the  heavy 
timl>er  with  which  it  was  toveicd  and  he  grew  to 
sturdy  manhood  tmid  these  wild  suitoundings. 
•lune  15,  ISCK  he  mis  united  in  maiuajfe  with 
Miss  Mary  11.  Sheldon  daughtei  of  II  N  bheldon, 
and  their  union  was  blessed  by  the  biith  of  four 
children:  Jennie  II  wife  of  Diniel  Uuliff  of  St. 
Joseph;  Stephen  II.;  Jessie,  and  Minnie,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Cook  left  Calhoun  County  and  came  to  lier- 
rien  County  in  1858,  wlierc  lie  puixihased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  tie  is 
a  pioneer  in  the  fruit-growing  industry.  For  tiie 
past  lliiity  yeai-s  be  has  I'aised  fruit  for  the  Chi- 
cago markets,  and  as  his  fruit  is  always  fresh  and 
perfect,  he  gets  the  highest  market  price  for  his 
products.  He  owns  two  hundred  acres  of  very 
valuable  land,  having  over  one  niiie  of  lake  front. 


and  althougli  heavily  timbered  when  lie  li rat  set- 
tled on  it,  he  has  cleared  this  all  off  and  erected 
buildings  that  beautify  and  improve  it.  Industri- 
ous and  progressive,  he  has  worked  hard  to  bring 
Ilia  farm  to  its  present  prosperous  coudition,  and 
no  ni.an  is  more  wortliy  of  success  than  he.  All 
his  life  Mr.  Cook  has  aHiliated  with  the  Republi- 
can party  and  has  held  a  number  of  local  ottiees, 
among  them  Supervisor,  which  position  he  held 
one  3'ear.  He  and  Mre.  Cook  are  exemplary  mcm- 
Ijers  of  tlie  Congregational  Church. 


\'^4j  OBERT  R.  ALLEN  owns  and  resides  upon 
|y^  a  finely-improved  farm  in  Cass  County, 
tl^fti  and  is  numbered  among  the  most  prosper- 
^^  ous  general  agriculturists  in  Howard  Town- 
ship, of  which  he  is  a  prominent  citizen.  He  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Octolier  28,  1829. 
His  father,  Asn  L.  Allen,  was  boin  in  the  Green 
Mountain  Sute  on  the  30th  of  April,  IT!<G.  and  in 
his  youth  learned  the  ti-.ade  of  a  ha  in  ess- maker  and 
saddler,  which  he  followed  for  some  time  at  East 
Greenwich,  N.  Y.  The  lady  whom  he  married 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Diantba  Dean,  and  was 
iKirn  in  New  Vork  on  the  litth  of  June,  1801. 

After  his  marriage  the  senior  Mr,  Allen  located 
in  I-^ist  Greenwich,  wliei-c  for  many  yeara  he  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  a  harness  maniifacUirer, 
In  1840  ho  came  to  Heirien  County,  Mich.,  and 
loeated  in  Weesaw  Township,  where  he  purchased 
a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  and  commenced 
the  improvement  of  a  farm.  In  the  little  log  cabin 
which  lie  erected,  the  family  resided  for  some  time, 
and  the  home,  although  an  humble  one,  was  blessed 
with  happy  hearts  and  serene  contentment.  In 
their  advanced  yeai-s  they  removed  to  Niles,  where 
both  died,  the  father  on  the  4lli  of  April,  1854, 
and  the  mother  November  .'i,  1860. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  eightchildron, 
as  follows:  Adaline,  who  was  born  October  15, 
1821,  and  is  now  deceased;  .lohn  L.,  whose  birth 
occurred  October  25,  1823,  now  residing  in  Niles; 
Charles    L.,   born    May   25,    1826,  now  of    Niles; 
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Koburt  It  of  this  sketcli  Hat  net  M  nho  was 
born  November  2  1832  Albert  Juh  lb,  1»34, 
and  now  deceased  Haive^  S  bum  August  18, 
1836,  also  deceased  -ind  Umeiva  1  wliose  birth 
occurred  on  the  18th  of  August,  1838,  and  who 
is  now  deceased.  Of  tliis  family  our  subject  is 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birtli.  He  spent  his  early 
cliiidhood  j'Cars  in  New  York,  and  after  coming  t« 
Michigan  attended  school  for  about  three  years 
during  the  intervals  of  farm  labor. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  Mr.  Allen  began  to  be 
self-supporting,  and  for  a  time  worked  by  the 
month  on  a  farm.  After  coming  to  Michigan  lie 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  work- 
ing for  three  years  in  the  employ  of  Alfred  John- 
son, in  Niles.  Altogether  ho  spent  about  twelve 
years  at  his  trade,  and  assisted  in  the  erection  of 
houses  in  town  and  throughout  the  country.  Dur- 
ing a  portion  of  the  twelve  years  he  was  with  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  as  foreman  over  the 
C!trpent«rs  on  depots  and  bridges.  In  1858  heex- 
ehangcd  the  duties  of  his  trade  for  the  calling  of 
a  farmer,  and  at  that  time  came  to  the  farm  whereon 
he  has  since  resided.  During  the  same  year  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Emily  Abbe,  who  was  born 
in  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  in  1839.  Thoy  are 
thei)arent80f  two  daughters:  Grace,  who  isa  grad- 
uate of  the  Niles  school;  and  May,  a  graduate  of 
the  Niles  school  and  of  tlic  Ypsilanti  State  Normal 
.School  in  1888,  now  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Benton  Haibor. 

When  Mr.  Allen  located  on  his  present  homestead, 
there  were  no  improvements  here,  but  through  in- 
dustry he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  it  up  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  property  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  and  one-half  acres, 
and  is  embellished  with  modern  improvements, 
chief  among  wliich  may  be  mentioned  the  fine 
residence,  which  was  ci-ectert  in  1880  at  a  cost  (ft 
13.000.  There  are  also  substantial  barns  and  other 
outbuildings  to  be  found  on  ail  flrst-elaas  farms. 
A  UepubHcan  politically,  he  does  not  take  any  ac- 
tive part  in  public  affairs  other  than  to  cast  his 
tiallut  tor  the  candidates  of  his  party.  He  is  a 
strong  tem|)enince  man,  and  has  never  used  to- 
bacco in  any  form.  He  is  identified  with  the  Tem- 
ple of  Honor,  lieing  a  prominent  member  in   that 


organization.  In  his  religious  connections  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Niles,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Trustee  and 
Steward;  he  has  also  officiated  as  Trustee  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  District  Camp  Meeting  at 
Crystal  Springs. 


H^AVID  T.  TRUITT.  No  family  of  Milton 
I  )))  'i'ownsliip  has  been  more  intimately  asso- 
l^^f^  eiated  with  its  growth,  or  contributed 
more  largely  to  its  development,  than 
that  of  which  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  an  hon- 
ored member.  His  father,  Peter  Truitt,  was  the 
"father"  of  the  township,  and  named  it  Milton  in 
honor  of  his  early  Delaware  home.  Further  men- 
tion is  made  of  this  worthy  pioneer  on  another 
page  of  this  volume,  in  the  biographical  sketch  of 
James  M.  Truitt. 

Peter  Truitt  was  four  times  married,  David  T. 
being  the  fourth  child  born  of  the  lirst  marriage. 
He  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  June  ID, 
1826,  and  was  a  child  of  five  yeare  when  he  ac- 
companied his  father  to  Michigan  in  1831,  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Cass  County,  in  thatcarly  day  edu- 
cational advantages  were  limited  to  such  schooling 
as  could  be  obtained  in  the  rude  log  houses,  where 
the  mode  of  instruction  was  scarcely  less  primitive 
than  the  building  itself.  While  Mr.  Truitt,  there- 
fore, had  few  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  edu- 
cation, he  nevertheless  became  well  informed,  as 
he  has  always  been  a  thoughtful  reader  jyid  close 
observer.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered 
Albion  College,  and  for  one  and  one-half  yeai^s 
prosecuted  his  studies  there  with  the  utmost  dili- 
gence, 

.  In  1852,  stirred  by  the  wonderful  gold  excite- 
ment in  California,  Mr.  Truitt  crossed  the  plains 
wish  a  team  and,  arriving  at  his  destination,  en- 
gaged in  mining  for  two  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased twenty  packing  mules  and  conveyed  freight 
from  Cai-son  City  to  Jacksonville,  Sterling  and 
Eureka.  In  addition  to  that  enterprise,  he  also 
traded  in  groceries  and    produce.     In   1858,  after 
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six  successful  ycare,  he  returned  liome  vra  tlie 
Isthmus  of  Panama  to  New  Vork  City,  and  thence 
Uy  railro»d  to  Michigan,  where  he  reMimcd  his 
farming  openitions  iii  Cass  County. 

The  marriage  of  Mi.  Triiitt  occun-ed  in  Feb- 
ruary, 18Cl,and  united  him  with  Miss  Agnes  Lov- 
elt,  who  was  Ivovn  and  reared  in  New  York,  being 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Emeline  l.ovett.  Af- 
lei'  Iiis  marriage  Mr.  Truitt  located  on  his  present 
homestead,  where  he  lias  one  hundnd  and  fifty 
acres  of  as  good  land  as  is  to  lie  found  in  that 
county.  For  many  yoai's  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school  lK>tli  in  New  York  and  Michigan,  having 
taught  in  Cass  County  and  in  Adrian,  this  Slate. 
As  a  teacher  he  was  quite  successful,  and  intro- 
duced into  his  schools  many  of  the  methods  that 
arc  now  in  general  use. 

In  |)olitical  belief,  Mr.  Truitt  voted  the  I>emo- 
criitic  ticket  for  forty  yeare  or  more,  but  now  gives 
Ilia  inllucnce  and  ballot  to  the  cause  of  Prohibi- 
tion. He  is  a  sti'ong'  temperance  man,  and  has 
never  used  tolwicco  in  any  form.  A  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcoijai  Chureh,  he  has 
served  as  Tru.stee,  and  aided  in  llie  erection  of  the 
cliurch  of  that  denomination  here.  His  wife  is 
also  a  member  of  that  church,  and  has  for  many 
years  been  a  teaclier  in  the  Sunday-sctiot>l.  Al- 
though not  opposed  to  secret  organ i nations,  he  is 
not  identified  with  any  at  the  present  time.  lie  is 
a  man  of  decided  opinions  and  strong  convictions, 
and  when  resolved  uyion  his  course  of  action  al- 
lows nothing    l.o   swerve    him    from    tlie  path  of 


AKS  HANSON.     No   State   i 


Sfl       AKS  HANSt 

'I   ^  S've^  greater  encouragement  U)  a 

JLA\'  desires  to   < 


the   Union 

wp-  "        "  --  '  "''" 

JLA\'  iiesires  to    devote   himself  lo   agricultural 

life  than  does  Michigan.  Its  resources  are  almost 
inexhaustible,  and  Its  climate  is  adapted  to  the 
enllivation  of  varied  crops.  Among  the  most 
cnterprisLug  and  pushing  of  Kerrien  County's 
farmers  is  Lars  Hausoii,  who  was  born  in  Den- 
mark April  6.  1834,  a  sou  of  Hanson  and  Mary 
(Hanson)  Oleson,  whose  entire  lives  were  spent  in 


Denmark.  The  mother  was  called  from  life  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  thirteen  years 
of  age,  lie  being  the  second  of  their  six  children. 

Lars  Hanson  resided  in  his  native  land  until  he 
was  about  twenty -three  yeai-sold,  and,  owing  to  the 
poor  health  and  extreme  poverty  of  his  parents, 
in  early  childhood  he  was  compelled  lo  beg  for 
them  in  order  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door. 
At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  began  earning  his  own 
livelihood,  although  he  was  always  a  weakly  lad, 
and  when  about  seventeen  yeai-s  of  age  he  hired 
out  to  a  prosperous  and  extensive  farmer  in  Den- 
mark, receiving  *25  for  his  fii-st  year's  services. 
After  remaining  in  the  employ  of  this  gentleman 
for  live  years,  lie  decided  to  follow  his  step-mo- 
ther's advice  and  come  to  America,  and  u(>on 
landing  in  this  country  almost  immediately  went 
lo  Wisconsin,  and  hired  out  on  a  farm  thi-ough 
harvest  time — a  period  of  six  weeks.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  lie  went  to  Milwaukee,  and 
shortly  after  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.  He  arrived  in 
the  latter  place  a  total  stranger,  with  little  of  this 
world's  goods,  and  with  characteristic  energy  at 
once  started  out  to  seek  employment.  After  a 
few  days  he  secured  a  place  as  a  farm  hand  with  o 
man  by  the  name  of  William  Tryon,  with  whom 
he  remained  two  years  and  four  months.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  had  saved  suRieient  me.tns  to 
enable  him  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land,  for 
which  he  paid  the  sum  of  $800.  This  land  was 
heavily  timl>ered,  and  he  at  once  set  tti  work  to 
clear  it,  and  this  he  succeeded  in  doing,  and  has 
since  added  to  it  until  he  now  has  an  excellent 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres,  located 
about  seven  and  a-lialf  miles  south  of  St.  .Joseph. 
lie  lias  been  unusually  successful  in  his  chosen 
calling,  and  his  good  fortune  is  due  to  his  integ- 
rity, honesty,  business  ability  and  the  push  which 
is  lacking  in  so  many  young  men. 

In  1869  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Louise 
Seal,  who,  although  American-born,  is  of  German 
descent,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of  live 
children:  .lohn,  Delia,  Wilham,  Charley  and  Ed- 
ward. Since  locating  onhis  preseutfaim  in  1859. 
Mr.  Hanson  has  experienced  many  hardships,  and 
for  the  seven  years  piior  to  his  marriage  kejit 
bouse  alone.     He   is    a    member  of   the    Farmei-s' 
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Mutual  Fire  Insurance,  has  been  n  membei'  of  the 
Seliool  Board  of  liis  district  twice,  and  filled  tlie 
position  of  Township  Assessor  for  two  terms.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hanson  are  members  of  tlic  Free  Meth- 
odisl  Church  at  Tryon's  Corner,  the  building  of 
which  was  doc  to  Mr.  Hanson's  liberality  and 
push.  He  founded  the  first  church  of  the  kind  in 
that  section,  and  has  always  been  one  of  its  most 
honored  Trustees.  Schools,  churches,  and  all  things 
for  the  upbuilding  of  Royalton  Township  are  of 
intei-est  to  him,  and  he  is  a  useful,  iufliiontial 
and  highly  respected  citizen. 


»^^ 


JjAMFS  WALTON.  Nearly  eighty  years 
I  have  passed  over  the  head  of  the  venerable 
i  man  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  leav- 
,^j,, '  ing  their  impress  in  the  whitening  hair  and 
lined  features;  but  while  the  outward  garments  of 
the  soul  show  the  wear  and  tear  of  years,  the  man 
himself  is  richer  and  nobler  and  grander  for  the 
experience  that  each  successive  decade  has  brought 
him.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 
Oronoko  Township,  and  has  a.  comfortable  and 
attractive  home  within  its  borders.  Honorable 
and  upright  in  every  walk  of  life,  liis  long  career 
has  been  without  a  blot  or  blomisli  to  mar  its 
whiteness. 

Mr.  Walton  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in 
1814, and  his  |>arents,  John  and  Mary  (Shackclcton) 
Walton,  were  natives  of  the  same  country.  The 
father  was  a  cutter  of  fustian, corduroy,  velveteen, 
etc.,  but  was  also  interested  in  farming.  He  came 
to  America  in  1841,  settling  in  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
and  there  followed  farmingfor  a  few  yeara.  From 
there  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  but  after 
&  residence  here  of  a  few  years  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  died  while  visiting  in  that  State, 
lie  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Hannah,  widow  of  James  Knight,  now  in  Uiekson 
County,  Tenn,;  James,  our  subject;  John,  who  died 
in  this  county  in  1865;  Mary  Ann,  widow  of  John 
Lockcy,  who  resides  in  this  county;  Priscilla,  de- 
ceased, who  was  the  wife  of    James     Knight,  of 


Pennsylvania;  and  Tamar,  deceased,  the  wife  of 
Gilbert  Jamison,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Walton 
died  in  this  State  some  time  previous  to  the  death 
of  her  husband. 

The  schools  of  Yorkshire,  England,  furnished 
our  subject  witli  his  education,  and  he  i-emained 
in  his  native  country  until  1830,  when  he  braved 
Neptune's  tender  mercies  and  came  to  America. 
For  about  a  year  he  was  located  in  the  Empire 
State,  and  as  he  came  hero  with  limited  means  he 
laboi-ed  by  the  month  on  a  farm.  As  he  had 
learned  the  trade  of  his  father,  he  attempted  to 
get  employment  in  New  York  City,  but  was  not 
successful.  B'rom  there  he  went  to  Pittsbui'g,  Pa., 
and  was  employed  by  a  wool  dealer,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  1860.  Previous  to  this,  in  1842 
and  1847,  he  liad  made  trips  to  Michigan,  and 
in  the  latter  year  purchased  his  present  property, 
then  consisting  of  tour  hundred  acres,  of  which  a 
few  acres  were  cleared,  and  on  which  was  a  two- 
story  hcwn-Iog  house.  This  house  was  not  fit  for 
occupancy,  and  Mr.  Walton's  father  and  brother 
erected  a  log  house,  with  the  roof  sloping  only  in 
one  direction. 

Our  subject  occupied  this  house  one  winter, and 
in  the  spring  of  1851  he  returned  to  Pittsburg, 
where  he  remained  until  1854  or  185,').  At  tl<al 
date  he  returned  and  located  permanently  on  his 
present  property.  He  paid  t4  per  acre  for  his 
farm,  and  be  now  has  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  acres  under  cultivation.  The  remainder  is 
covered  with  a  fine  gi'owth  of  timber.  On  his 
farm  Mr.  Walton  raises  corn,  wheat,  oats,  gi-asses 
.ind  has  extensive  apple  and  peach  orchards.  In 
carrying  on  Ins  large  farm  he  does  not  lose  siglit 
of  the  stock-raising  industry,  and  his  broad  acres 
are  covered  with  fine  cattle,  horses  and  sheep. 
His  farm  is  one  of  the  best  improved  in  this  sec- 
tion of  tlie  county,  and  everything  about  it  indi- 
cates to  llie  beholder  that  lie  is  a  man  of  progress- 
ive ideas  and  advanced  tendencies. 

In  1846  this  worthy  citizen  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Ray,  an  Irish  lady,  and  the  daughter  of 
natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  Her  motherin  maid- 
enhood wm  Catherine  Hall.  Of  this  family  three 
came  to  America,  viz.;  Mary  A.,  wife  ot  our  sub- 
ject;   Bessie,  deceased,  who  was  the   wife  of  John 
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the  city  of  St. 


Wilson;  aiul  John,  wlio  died  ir 
I^iiis.  Mary  A.  and  Bessie  weri 
latter  died  in  St.  T^auis.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Walton's 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  childicn, 
live  of  whom  lived  to  be  men  and  women.  These 
fti-e:  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Edgar  Pennell,  of  this 
county;  Catherine,  wife  of  William  Pennell,  of  | 
this  county;  Priscilla.  wife  of  C.  E.  Fi-ench,  also 
of  this  county;  Carrie,  wife  of  William  Flasher, 
of  this  county;  and  Thomas  C,  who  is  at  home. 
Three  children  were  horn  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  remainder  in  Miciiigan.  Those  deceased  were 
nnmed:  Sarah,  .7ohn,  James  A.,  and  William  H. 
Ill  his  political  views  Mr.  Walton  is  independent, 
hilt  he  believes  in  Prohihition.  Mrs.  Walton  is  a 
moniber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliureh. 


■ijp^T^HANlv  W,    LYI.E,     Under  various    names 

Jl^^toj;  the  City  Rank  of  Oowajrtae  has  existed  for 
i  many  years,  and  enjoys  the  distinctiou  of 

l>cing  the  oldest  established  bank  of  Cass  County. 
TheoHicersaro:  ,lohn  Lyic.  President;  N,F,Choate, 
Vice-President;  Frank  W.  Lyle.  Cashier;  and  Ii-a 
It.  (lage.  Assistant  Cashier.  As  one  of  the  solid 
financial  institutions  of  Michigan,  the  bank  pos- 
sesses to  an  unusual  degree  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Cass  County  and  has  an  assured  position 
in  linancial  clrelft-^.  A  gratifying  fact  as  revealed 
by  its  statements  is  the  increase  in  its  deposits  and 
a  corresponding  iuci-case  in  resources,  loans  and 
surplus,  showing  an  active  banking  business  and 
indicating  a  busy  employment  of  capital. 

The  Cashier  of  the  bank,  F.  W.  Lyle,  wiis  born 
in  the  city  of  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  December  8,  1861, 
being  the  son  of  the  late  Daniel  Lyle  (of  whom 
see  sketch  presented  on  another  page).  He  was 
reared  in  this  city  and  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school  here.  After  taking  a  course  in  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Commercial  College  at  Chicago, 
he  entered  the  First  National  Bank  of  Dowagiac  as 
Assistant  Cashier,  his  father  at  that  time  lieing 
President  of  the  bank.     He  continued  to  fill  that 


position  until  188.8,  when  lie  became  an  active 
partner  in  the  banking  firm  of  D.  Lyle  &  Co., 
Tvliieh  connection  continued  until  the  decease  of 
Daniel  Lyle  in  1887. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Lyle,  Sr.,  the  City 
Hank  of  Dowagiac  was  organized,  on  the  12th  of 
April,  1887,  and  our  subject  was  elected  Cashier, 
which  position  he  lias  filled  ever  since.  He  is  also 
the  laigest  individual  stockholdci  in  the  bank,  and 
its  success  is  lirgeh  due  to  his  efforts  and  ability. 
He  «as  united  iii  miiiiage  Mi\  19,  1881,  with 
Miss  Tennic,  diughtei  of  Heniy  W.  Richards, 
a  piotmnent  and  extensMC  fiimer  of  Pokagon 
Township,  Cass  Countj  One  child  has  blessed 
the  union,  Leon.  Mrs.  Lyle  is  a  higlily  accom- 
plished lady  and  is  especially  talented  in  art.  Her 
paintings  have  i-eccived  the  first  premiums  at  a 
number  of  fail's  throughout  the  State,  and  their 
beautiful  home  is  adorned  with  specimens  of  her 
work.'  She  is  also  identified  with  many  of  the 
local  ladles'  circles  and  Is  a  leader  in  social  affairs. 

In  his  iK>litical  views,  Mr.  Lyle  is  a  Democrat 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  local'  politics,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com- 
mittee. He  has  served  for  several  terms  as  Treas- 
urer of  the  Fair  Association  and  is  now  President 
of  the  Dowagiac  Electric  Light  Company.  One  of 
the  most  important  enterprises  in  which  he  is  in- 
terested is  the  Dowagiac  Manufacturing  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  establishments  of  the  kind  in 
the  West.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  men  are  given 
steady  employment  in  the  factory  and  there  are 
about  ten  tmveling  salesmen.  The  pay-roll 
amounts  to  $8,000  per  month,  and  as  this  amount 
is  distributed  among  the  people  of  Dowagiac  it  aids 
in  no  small  measure  the  progress  of  the  city  and 
the  welfare  of  the  people.  The  company  manu- 
factures grain-drills  and  has  an  extensive  trade 
among  the  farmere  in  the  Northwest.  For  many 
years  this  enterprise  did  comparatively  little  busi- 
ness, but  the  father  of  our  subject  became  inter- 
ested in  it  and  through  his  efforts  its  sales  were 
soon  increased  to  paying  proportions.  The  com- 
pany, has  a  fine  exiiibit  at  the  World's  Fair  in 
chaise  of  Prof.  Samuel  .Johnson,  formerly  a  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  at 
Lansing. 
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Socially,  Mr.  Lyle  is  ideiitififd  wilii  tljc  Knights 
Templar,  the  Order  of  Elks,  Die  Modern  Woodmen 
and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In 
financial  circles,  he  possesses  great  inflnenee  and 
liis  ability  is  universally  conceded.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  wealth,  he  is  affable  and  genial  with  all 
whom  business  or  social  intercourse  brings  him  in 
contact.  He  is  fond  of  travel  and  lias  visi- 
ted Mexico,  California,  Colorado,  Yellowstone 
Park  and  the  Eastern  States  and  expects  in  the 
near  fnture  to  make  a  tour  of  Europe. 


■  ^S^^-SsJBl*^- 


u 


J^ILLIAM  D.  JEFFERIS,  whose  fruit  farm 
is  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  Berrien 
County,  is  the  owner  of  a  large  and  val- 
uable tract  of  land  on  section  32,  Lincoln  Town- 
ship. The  family  of  which  he  is  a  member  origi- 
nated in  England  and  has  been  rcpi-esented  in  this 
country  for  several  generations.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject.  Job  Jefferis,  was  born 
June  9,  1766,  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  but  later 
went  to  Chester  County,  that  State.  In  ISOr*  he 
removed  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Chester  Town- 
ship, Clinton  County,  becoming  a  pioneer  of  that 
part  of  the  State.  He  died  January  2,  184G,  on 
the  farm  wliere  lie  first  settled.  One  of  Ins  bi-oth- 
ers  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  in  the 
struggle  with  England.  He  himself  was  a  man  of 
patriotic  impulses,  although  not  an  active  iiartici- 
panl  in  the  war.  He  made  his  home  in  Clinton 
County  until  his  death.  Robert  Jeff eris,  tliegreat- 
great-gi-andfather  of  our  subject,  emigrated  to  this 
country  from  England  about  1740.  He  had  a  son 
named  William,  who  became  the  f.ither  of  Job 
Jefferis,  above  named. 

The  father  of  Our  subject,  .loab  N.  Jefferis,  was 
born  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  January  29,  1811. 
Hq  had  a  twin  brother,  Job  E.,  and  a  sister,  Han- 
nah S.;  also  two  half-aistei-s,  and  two  half-brothers 
by  his  father's  former  marriage,  .loab  Jefferis  mar- 
ried Miss  Angelina  W.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah 
(Pardee)  Osborn,  the  former  a  native  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  and  the  latter  of  Guilford,  Conn.     Stephen 


Pardee,  an  uncle  of  Mis.  Jefferis,  was  u  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer.  After  his  marriage,  J,  N.  Jefferis  farmed 
in  Ohio  until  1861,  when  he  removed  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Lincoln  Township,  Berrien  County. 
Purchasing  eighty  acres,  he  commenced  the  work 
of  clearing  the  lanO  and  succeeded  in  placing  the 
larger  part  of  the  property  under  cultivation. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  old  homestead  Mai-ch 
23,  1874.  His  wife  died  May  12,  1885.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely;  Lydia 
A.,  who  makes  her  home  with  our  subject;  Will- 
iam D.,  of  this  sketch;  Charles  O.,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  oil  business  at  Osage  City, Kan.;  and  Oliver  A., 
who  resides  in  Lincoln  Township  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Politically,  the  father  was  first  an  Aboli- 
tionist and  later  a  Republican.  In  religion,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

In  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  the  subject  of  this 
sket<;h  was  born  on  the  7th  of  May,  1841,  and 
there  he  resided  until  about  twenty  years  of  age. 
In  that  county  he  married  Miss  Rebecca,  daugh- 
ter of  Newton  McMillan,  and  to  their  union  six 
children  were  born,  five  of  the  number  now  liv- 
ing. They  are:  Etta  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Trewin,  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  now  preaching  at  the  Stevens- 
ville  charge;  William  Ulric,  who  resides  with  his 
father;  Angelina  W.,  Edith  N.  and  Shipley  ,M., 
who  are  at  home.  The  mother  of  those  children 
died  in  1887,  and  two  years  afterward  Mr.  Jefferis 
married  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of  (Seorge  Howard, 
a  prominent  fruit-grower  of  Lake  Township,  Ber- 
rien County.  Mrs.  Jefferis  was  born  in  Indiana 
and  has  received  excellent  educational  advanta- 
ges. She  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Margaret 
E.  and  Arthur. 

After  his  firat  marriage,  Mr.  Jefferis  located  upon 
his  present  farm  and  has  resided  here  ever  since 
that  time.  During  the  !ate  war  he  enlisted,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863.  fls  a  member  of  Company  B,  Fortieth 
Ohio  liifanliy,  :uid  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge  and  all  the 
engagements  of  tlie  Atlanta  campaign.  Having 
won  .in  honorable  record  as  a  soldier,  he  was  mus- 
tered out  at  the  close  of  the  war,  his  discharge 
papeis    bearing    date    of    November  4,  1865.     He 
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iiiis  always  adhered  to  Uie  platform  and  pi'iiidples 
of  llie  Uepiibiicaii  party,  and  hns  tilled  various 
local  positions,  including  tjiat  of  Township  Treas- 
urer. Socially,  lie  is  identified  with  the  A.  N, 
C'liapman  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  St.  Joseph.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  religious  matters,  hav- 
ing served  aa  Steward  and  Trustee  of  his  church 
and  in  other  important  positions. 

The  farm  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Jefteris 
includes  one  hundred  and  one  acres,  of  which  about 
sixty-five  are  improved.  Here  lie  raises  all  kinds 
of  small  fruits,  peaches,  peal's,  plums,  apples, 
quinces,  etc.  About  sixty  acres  of  the  place  were 
improved  by  his  own  pei'sonal  work,  and  the  im- 
provements now  noticeable  here  ure  tlie  results  of 
his  efforts.  Tbe  commodious  and  substantial  frame 
residence  was  erected  by  him  in  1884.  The  barns 
and  other  outbuildings  were  also  built  under  his 
supervision.  Suri-ounding  his  home  there  are 
many  beautiful  trees.  However,  some  of  the  tall- 
est have  been  cut  down  recently,  as  Mr.  .lefferis 
feared  tbcy  might  fall  on  the  house.  Those  still 
standing  add  to  the  beauty  and  attractive  appear- 
'ance  of  the  homestead,  and  afford  a  cuol  retreat 
duruig  sultry  summer  days. 


^|/0I1N  HII,np:RltACK.  In  giving  a  brief 
skelcli  of  Mr.  Bilderback,  it  can  with  truth 
be  said  that  he  is  oneof  the  substantial  men 

gf/  of  the  county  a  doe  f  ts  much  esteemed 
citizens.  All  his  property  has  been  accumulated 
by  honest  toil  and  good  i  anageraent,  and  he  now 
has  one  of  the  finest    fi      s  h  s  section.     Like 

m.any  of  the  prominent  e  of  tl  e  county,  he  is  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  btate,  born  m  Preble  County 
in  1843,  and  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Nye) 
IJilderback. 

William  liilderback  was  born  in  New  Jersey 
in  1816  and  at  an  early  age  went  witli  his  parents 
to  Ohio.  When  but  nine  years  of  .age  he  was  left 
an  orphan  and  from  tiiat  time  im  he  w.is  obliged 
to  light  his  own  way  in  life.     Possessed  of  an   un- 


limited amount  of    perse  ind      dustry,  he 

went  bmvety  to  work  i  i  f  one  time  was  a 
farm  hand  in  Ohio.  In  tl  a  ma  e  I  e  managed 
to  accumulate  some  mean  and  1838  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Nye  to  ibout  eight 
years  he  remained  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  hav- 
ing accumulated  sufficient  means  he  determined 
to  try  the  fertile  soil  of  Michigan.  About  1846 
he  brought  bis  family  to  this  State  and  located  in 
Berrien  County,  whei'e  he  began  his  career  as  a 
renter.  In  1850  he  located  in  Silver  Creek  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  and  there  bought  eighty  acres 
of  Oovernment  land. 

All  his  energies  were  bent  towards  the  improve- 
ment and  development  of  his  place,  and  in  this  he 
was  unusually  successful,  for  from  time  to  time  he 
added  to  the  original  tract  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres. 
Good  buildings  wei-e  erected,  fences  put  up,  and 
everything  about  the  place  indicated  him  to  be  a 
man  of  determination  and  great  energy.  Socially, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
but  as  there  was  no  cliurch  of  that  denomination 
in  the  neighborhood,  he  united  with  the  Disciples 
Church  and  continued  a  consistent  and  devout 
member  until  his  death,  in  188.'i.  Formerly  a  Whig 
in  politics,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  af- 
filiated  with  the  Republican  partj*,  and  was  an  ar- 
dent supporter  of  its  principles. 

He  held  a  number  of  local  olHces,  such  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  Highway  Commissioner,  etc.,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  all  in  a  very  creditable 
manner.  His  wife,  now  seventy-five  years  of  age, 
is  still  living  and  enjoys  comparatively  good 
healtli.  The  six  children  born  to  this  estimable 
couple  were  named  as  follows:  Peter  J.,  deceased; 
John,  our  subject;  William  W.,  deceased;  Mary, 
who  married  O.  F.  Momany,  and  after  his  death 
was  united  in  marriage  with  D.  W.  Sammons; 
Martha,  who  married  James  Momany;  and  Sarah 
Rosa,  who  married  Elias  Smith,  Peter  died  in 
the  hospital  at  Pittsburg  Landing  during  the  war; 
and    William  died  after  reaching  home  from  the 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
the  district  schools  of  Michigan  and  on  the  farm, 
where  heassisted  materially  in   clearing  it  of  the 
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timber  willi  whicli  it  was  covered.  Filled  with  a 
patriotic  deBiie  to  assist  liis  country,  lie  enlisted 
in  the  army  and  was  in  active  duty  until  the  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities.  Returning  to  Cass  County,  Midi,, 
lie  bought  eiglity  acres  where  he  now  lives,  partly 
improved,  but  he  has  erected  all  the  substantial 
buildings  on  it,  and  now  has  one  of  the  pleasant 
rural  homes  of  the  township.  He  was  married  in 
1866  to  Miss  Cynthia  A.  Recraft,  daughter  of 
Isaiah  and  Caroline  Becraft,  and  four  children 
have  blessed  this  union.  Ella  Grace,  a  teacher  of 
Cass  and  Rerrien  Counties,  graduated  fi-om  the 
schools  of  Dowagiac;  Jesse  N.  married  Miss  Mary 
Taylor;  Veniie  C.  is  a  student  at  Dowagiac;  and 
William  R.  is  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  liilderbackare  membei-sof  theliap- 
tist  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  H.  C.  Gil- 
bert Post  No.  47,  G.  A.  R.  In  polities  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. Mr.  Bilderback  has  held  a  number  of 
the  township  offices — Supervisor,  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  Treasurer — and  is  a  popular  man.  He 
joined  the  army  in  1861,  in  the  Army  of  the  Toto- 
mac,  and  participated  in  the  following  battles: 
Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  second  Bull  Run,  .Slaugh- 
ter Mountain,  Fairfax  Court  House,  and  in  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Gettysburg,  Petei-sburg, 
etc.  He  was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner, 
but  a  few  days  after  enlisting  ho  was  taken  down 
with  the  measles. 


^i^^>i  ^  B  ^  K^^sir  - 


^l|  RTHUR  E.  RUDOLPHI,  an  able  pharma- 
l^O  coutist  employed  in  the  drug  store  of  R. 
|j  li  Lewis,  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a 
^  talented  musician  and  an  instructor  in 
music  of  a  high  order  of  ability,  and  is  also  the 
leader  of  the  Beckwith  Memorial  Theatre  orches- 
tra. Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and 
was  born  at  Hartford,  near  Madison,  November  II, 
1869.  Arthur  E.  was  one  of  six  children  that 
blessed  the  home  of  Theophilus  and  Anna  (Kehl) 
Rudolphi.  The  other  children  are  four  sisters  and 
one  brother;  Louis;  Lizzie,  now  Mrs.  F.iigene  Gil- 
bert;   Theophila,    Maleta   and    Aiinie.      The    fa- 


ther, an  able  physician  and  a  native  of  I'l-eizstar- 
gardt,  West  Prussia,  received  a  thorough  educa- 
tion in  Koenigsbergh  and  Stuttgart,  Germany. 
An  enterprising  man  of  broad  intelligence,  he 
subsequently  emigi-ated  to  America  and  resumed 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Hartford,  Wis, 
In  1877,  he  removed  to  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  and  here 
gained  a  large  practice,  and  also  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  with  success.  He  remained  actively 
in  business  and  profession.tl  duties  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  February  19,  1888.  An  upright  man 
of  fine  attainments,  he  received  the  confidence  of 
the  citizens  of  Dowagiac,  and  for  two  terms  occu- 
pied with  fidelity  the  official  position  of  Coroner 
Of  Cass  County. 

Dr.  Rudolphi  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Ninth 
International  Medical  Congress,  and  was  esteemed 
by  his  coadjutors  as  a  man  of  scientific  rescarcli. 
Politically,  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  an 
earnest  worker  for  the  party.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  also  a  man  of  note,  and 
for  yeai-s  was  Burgomaster  of  the  city  where  lie 
resided.  Our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  Do- 
wagiac and  received  an  excellent  education.  He 
early  developed  the  genius  for  music  which  has 
distinguished  his  later  career.  To  gratify  this 
absorbing  talent,  Mr.  Rudolphi  studied  In  Chicago 
for  two  years  and  a-half  at  Central  Music  Col- 
lege. He  studied  in  violin  and  piano  practice  and 
orchestration,  and,  making  rapid  advancement  In 
music,  also  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to  the  Na- 
tional Institute  of  Pharmacy,  and  fitted  himself  to 
compound  medicines.  After  nearly  three  years' 
absence  from  Dowagiac  he  returned  not  only  an 
accomplished  musician,  but  was  enabled  to  engage 
at  once  in  the  drug  business. 

Subsequent  to  the  death  of  his  father, our  subject 
conducted  the  drug  store  for  two  years,  and  then 
sold  out  the  business  and  immediately  entered 
upon  the  clerkship,  whose  duties  he  yet  satisfactor- 
ily  performs  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Lewis.  Mr. 
Rudolphi  has  taught  more  or  less  for  years,  and 
has  been  especially  successful  in  training  and 
rapidly  advancing  his  pupils.  Aside  from  his 
Other  work  in  life,  our  subject  in  City  Clei'k,  be- 
ing elected  to  the  position  when  but  twenty-one 
years  of  age.     He  is  deeply  interested  in  politics, 
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and  altlioii^li  ,yoiing  in  years  lias  taken  an  active 
piu't  in  local  and  national  issuer.  Hi'.  Rudolpbi 
is  one  of  the  organizors  and  cliarter  membure  of 
Loilge  No.  133,  K.  P.,  and  is  also  itrominuiitly  eon- 
iiceled  Willi  tlie  Woodmen  and  National  Union 
Socltties,  Witliin  these  various  orders  and  by 
tlie  general  public  of  his  home  our  subject  is  held 
in  high  esteem  and  sincere  fraternal  regard. 


[:^g=^=-  --;^- 


"^I'  A.  TIIALDOBF,  an  energetic  general  ag- 
WuJi     ricullurist  nf  IJerrien  County,  Mich.,  has 

///  tfi  been  one  of  tlic  loading  men  of  Three 
^p  Oaks  Towiisliiii  for  a  score  and  a-half  of 

ycars,and  as  a  Scliool  Director  and  public-spirited 
citizen  lias  raaterially  assisted  in  matt«i-s  pertain- 
ing to  local  progress  and  improvements.  Mr. 
Thaldorf  was  born  in  Ohio  January  11,  1842,  and 
is  a  native  of  Mt.  Gilead.  Washington  County. 
His  father,  Frederick  Thaldorf,  was  born  in  llano- 
ver.Cjerni»ny,and  received  an  excellent  education 
in  his  native  land;  but,  a  lover  of  books,  after  ar- 
riving in  the  United  States  perfected  himself  in 
the  Knglisli  language  and  studies  common  to  the 
schools  of  our  country.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  worthy  and  industrious  people,  and  the 
father  had  been  carefully  reared  to  thrifty  and 
self-reliant  habits  and  had  earned  liis  own  way 
some  years  before  he  left  the  Fatherland.  Freder- 
ick Thaldorf  was  twenty-six  yeai-s  of  age  when  he 
crossed  the  broad  ocean  to  the  world  of  promise 
beyond  the  sea.  Aside  from  hia  moneyed  capital,  he 
was  twssessed  of  youtli,  enterprise  and  energy,  and 
the  future  was  rich  in  hoije. 

The  first  location  of  the  father  in  his  adopted 
country  was  Little  York,  Pa.,  but  later,  removing 
from  that  State,  he  made  his  liome  in  Baltimore, 
Hid.,  wliere  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry-goods 
business  and  was  a  successful  merehant  of  the  city. 
lie  married  in  the  Quaker  State  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Crcmer,  a  lady  belonging  to  an  old  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  family.  About  1841  Frederick  Thaldorf  left 
Maryland  and  located  in  Ohio,  where  he  went  into 
the  fur  business,     lie  tinally  settled  in   Mansfield, 


Ricliland  County,  and  in  1852  passed  away,  re- 
gretted by  his  family  and  many  friends.  The 
mother  married  a  second  lime  and  afterward  oanic 
to  llerrien  County,  Mich.,  but  while  visiting  her 
childliood  home  in  Pennsylvania  suddenly  died, 
in  the  year  1881.  The  parents  were  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  six  children,  Charlotte  H.  is  the  wife 
of  Kdwin  Smith,  Our  subject,  A.  A.,  is  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth.  Then  follow  Frederick  L.; 
Agnes,  wife  of  John  McKie,  deceased;  Theodore 
William,  deceased;  and  George  W.  Our  subject 
has  cared  for  himself  ever  since  he  was  ten  years 
of  age,  and  haviug  but  little  chance  to  gain  an 
education  is  literally  a  self-made  and  self-educated 
man. 

Mr,  Thaldorf  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
wiien  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  was  employed  va- 
riously for  a  time,  accepting  any  work  which  his 
hands  could  find  to  do.  In  the  mean  time  he  at- 
tended school  as  he  could.  What  education  he 
received  in  schools  he  got  after  Ilia  eighteenth 
year,  and  he  eagerly  embraced  every  opportunity 
to  increase  his  stock  of  knowledge.  When  a  boy 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  was,  as  well, 
a  wagou  manufacturer,  having  an  especial  aptitude 
for  tools,  Uiir  subject  was  married  December  14, 
18()3,  to  Miss  Augusta  T.  Owen,  a  native  of  Indi- 
ana and  a  daughter  of  F^dwiu  and  Maria  (Salabury) 
Owen.  Mrs.  t)wen  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
Yorkand  passed  away  in  Berrien  County,  t^dwin 
Owen,  born  in  Kentucky,  died  in  California.  He 
was  of  Welsh  descent,  his  father  having  been  born 
in  Wales. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Thaldorf 
emiiarked  in  the  carpenter's  business  and  also  be- 
came a  wagon-maker,  and,  combining  the  two 
trades,  was  financially  prosiTcred,  for  some  time 
giving  his  entire  attention  to  tliose  lines  of  busi- 
ness. About  1866  he  devoted  himself  to  the  pur- 
suit of  agriculture,  and  he  now  owns  a  highly  cul- 
tivated homestead  of  seventy-one  acres,  well  im- 
proved with  a  commodious  residence,  substantial 
barns  and  other  buildings,  attractively  located  lliree 
miles  southwest  of  Three  Oaks. 

The  liome  of  our  subject  and  liis  estimalile  wife 
has  lieen  cheered  by  the  presence  of  four  children: 
William   A.,  Llewellyn,    Florence   M.  and    Anna 
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W.  Mr.  Thaldoif  lias  been  a  iiiember  of  the  Dis- 
ciples Church  for  twonty-five  years,  nn<1  Mrs.  Thal- 
dorf  has  been  a  coniinuiiicant  of  that  religious  de- 
nomination from  her  early  girlhood.  They  have 
both  been  active  in  church  wovlt  and  benevolent 
enterprises. 

Uur  subject  cast  his  tiret  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  is  in  political  attiliation  a  strong  Repul)- 
licfui.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  served  effi- 
ciently as  School  Director,  his  practical  advice 
and  appreciation  of  the  value  of  educational  ad- 
vancement making  him  earnest  and  energetic  in 
behalf  of  tJie  children  over  whose  interest  he  has 
kept  guard.  Our  subject  is  esteemed  by  his  old 
friends  and  neighbors  and  regarded  as  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity. 


^'UGUST  VETl-ERLY,  an  efficient  .Justice 
sOl    of  the  Peace  and  an  extensive  and  sue- 


rcessful  agriculturist  of  New  Ituff.ilo  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County,  Mich.,  owns  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  and  one-half  acres  of 
valuable  land  a  short  distance  southwest  of  New 
Buffalo  village,  and,  although  not  nn  old  resident 
of  his  immediate  neighborhood,  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  and  progress  of  Berrien 
County  for  fully  two-score  years.  Justice  Vet- 
terly  is  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  was  born  Vvb- 
niary  21,  1838.  His  father,  Rudolph  Vctterly, 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  hardy  Swiss  ances- 
try, was  also  a  native  of  that  mountainous  coun- 
try, born  in  the  republic  bounded  by  Germany, 
Italy  and  Franco  March  13,  1802.  Educated  m 
the  excellent  schools  of  Switzerland,  the  father  at- 
tained to  a  self-reliant  manhood,  and  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Meyer,  also  a  native 
of  Switzerland  and  born  in  1797.  After  passing 
forty-nine  years  of  his  life  in  the  home  of  his 
youth,  the  father  finally  decided  to  remove  with 
his  family  to  America,  and  in  1851  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  lof;ated  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  he  remained  about  one  yejir.  In 
1852   the   family   settled   permanently  in   Three 


Oaks,  Mich.,  where  the  mother  died  seventeen 
years  later,  March  4,  1869.  The  father,  busy  and 
industrious  until  enfeebled  by  age,  survived  to 
i-each  his  eighty -seventh  year,  and  passed  away 
February  3,  1889. 

Rudolph  Vetterly  was  by  trade  a  wagon-maker, 
but  after  arriving  in  tlie  United  States  gave  his 
entire  attention  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and 
became  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  his  vicin- 
ity. He  and  his  excellent  wife  were  prominent 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  and 
were  active  and  liberal  givers  in  the  extension  of 
religious  work  and  influence.  Eight  childi'cn  had 
gathered  about  the  fireside  of  the  home  beyond 
the  sea,  and  of  the  goodly  family  of  sons  and 
daughters  four  survived  to  adult  age.  Our  sul>- 
jeet  was  the  second  child  in  order  of  birth  and  was 
about  fourteen  years  of  age  when  with  his  parents 
he  left  behind  him  familiar  scenes  and  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  enter  uj)on  a  life  amid  new  surround- 
ings and  untried  experiences.  He  had  received  a 
good  common  school  education  in  Switzerland, 
and  attended  one  winter  !«rm  in  the  district 
school  of  Galena  Township,  La  Porte  County,  Ind. 
He  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  homestead  and 
grew  up  an  intelligent  and  industrious  young 
man,  well  fitted  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
life. 

Having  reached  his  majority  the  previous  Feb- 
ruary, August  Vetterly  was,  March  21,  185S1, 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Christina  lirodha- 
gen,  born  October  30,  1842.  Five  sons  and  four 
daughters  have  blessed  the  home  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife.  Henry  is  the  cldesl^born.  The 
second  in  order  of  birth  is  August.  Anna  was 
married  to  Louis  Knott  October  27,  1886.  Alex- 
ander, John,  Jennie,'Minnie,  Willie  and  May  com- 
plete the  family  group.  Our  subject  made  his 
home  in  Three  Oaks  in  1852  and  began  work  on 
a  section  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  at 
Three  Oaks,  and  for  eight  years  occupied  the  po- 
sition of  foreman.  He  aftt-rward  engaged  m  the 
jewelry  business  and  continued  profitably  in  this 
line  of  trade  for  fifteen  years.  In  October,  1889, 
Mr.  Vetterly  located  in  NewBuffalo  Township  and 
settled  upon  his  fine  farm,  which,  while  mainly 
devoted  to  grain,  also  contains  fruit  and  a  gar- 
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den  of  clioicc  vcjfetiihlos.  The  resilience,  the 
kirns  and  other  builrling's  »!%  commodious  and 
substantial  and  attest  the  thrift  and  prosper- 
ity of  tiie  owner  of  llic  Jtomestead,  one  ol  tlie 
best  in  tliis  part  of  Berrien  County.  In  April. 
1892,  onr  snbjett  was  elected  to  the  oHice  of 
.liisltcc  of  the  Peaep,  and  his  judicial  decisions 
since  rendered  have  been  fully  in  accord  with  law 
and  evidence.  Politicjilly,  Justice  Vetterly  is  a 
strong  Republican  and  cast  liis  flral  vote  fur  Lin- 
coln. Widely  known  as  a  man  of  slerlinji;  integrity 
ftud  earnest  |  nrpofc,  cur  fulijut  crn-niands  nni- 
versal  respect  and  conddencc. 


^^IMOTIIY  C.  Sl'AIiLOlSG.  The oeewpation 
tf^^  of  farming  is  one  that  has  received  atten- 
'^^?'  tion  from  the  earliest  ages,  and  it  is  not  to 
!.«  wondered  at  that  it  lias  become  the  art  that  it 
is  at  the  present  time.  Among  tliose  who  have 
shown  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of  this  calling, 
and  wliose  operations  are  conducted  in  avery  pro- 
gressive manner,  may  be  jnentioned  Timothy  C. 
Spiinlding,  who  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  in 
Oronoko  Township,  lie  is  a  native  of  Francis- 
town,  N.  11.,  born  in  1821,  and  his  parents.  Tim- 
othy and  Lydia  (Moore)  fS|)aulding.  were  natives 
of  the  Granite  SUite  also.  The  Spaulding  and 
Moore  families  were  among  the  tirst  settlers  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Timothy  Spaulding,  Sr.,  followed  the  pursuit  of 
farming  all  his  life,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
18J2.  From  hisnative  State  he  removed  to  Maine 
and  there  remained  until  his  death.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  cliildren,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  maturity.  Lydia,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Walter  Spaulding,of  Massachusetts;  Betsey, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  William  Carter,of  Massa- 
chusetts; Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Litchfield;  Oliver  is  deceased;  Sarah,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Bi-ackett,  and  was  twice  married, 
her  first  husband  being  Norton  Yates;  Nancy,  de- 
ceased, was    the    wife    of    Charles  Coolridge,   of 


Massachusetts;  Harriet,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Louis  Litchlield;  Edmond  is  deceased;  Orissa,  de- 
eeiised,  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Patten;  Orensa, 
twin  sister  of  Orissa,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  B. 
Pullen,  of  lierrien  Springs;  Emily,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Leonard  Townsend,  of  Michigan ;  T.  C. 
is  our  subject;  and  Abel  W.  and  Harris  M.  are 
deceased. 

Timothy  C.  Span Iding,  our  subject,  received  his 
early  scholastic  training  in  the  common  schools  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  Maine.  At  the 
usual  age  of  twenty-one  he  started  out  for  himself 
as  a  farmer,  but  while  in  Maine  he  worked  a  while 
in  the  lumlicr  regions  of  that  State.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1863  and  settled  on  the  property 
where  he  now  resides,  which  tlien  consisted  of 
eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land.  For  this  he  paid 
*25  per  acre.  He  now  has  sixty-four  acres  well 
cultivated,  on  which  are  substantial  bitildings,  and 
has  three  or  four  acres  in  an  orchard.  On  the  4th 
of  May,  1845,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Helena 
Wells,  a  native  of  the  Pino  Tree  State  and  the 
daughter  of  Ralph  and  Mercy  (Clark)  Wells,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Maine  and  old  settlers  of 
that  State.  There  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Wells  passed  their 
entire  lives,  with  the  exception  of  about  six 
years  spent  in  this  State.  They  were  the  fwirents 
of  a  family  of  seven  daughtei-s  and  four  sons: 
Eunice,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Luke  Hil- 
ton; Helena,  wife  of  oursubjeet;  Mercy,  widow  of 
N.  Whitcome;  Robert  T.;  Susan  C,  wife  of  Calvin 
Williams;  Statira,  wife  of  Joseph  Atkinson;  R.  S., 
deceased;  Axie,  widow  of  Leander  Witliam;Stilson; 
Celinda,  deceased;  and  Mandel. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  six  cliildren,  who  were  as  follows;  Lydia, 
deceased;  Timothy  A.,  residing  in  California; 
Elmore  C,  at  home;  Wilda  J.,  wife  of  Luther 
Tuttle,  of  this  township;  Sylvester  O.,  deceased; 
and  Ida  E.  Mr.  Spaulding  has  served  hii  town- 
ship as  Treasurer  twice,  as  Commissioner  as  many 
terms  as  Treasurer,  and  has  filled  other  local  posi- 
tions. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fniternity. 
Western  Star  1-odge  No.  39,  and,  politically,  he  has 
always  voted  with  the  Democratic  party.  His  son, 
Elmore  C,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of   this  county  and  early  in  life   became  familiar 
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with  the  duties  of  the  farm.  He  now  has  a  nice 
farm  of  forty  aci'es  adjoining  his  father's  land, 
lie  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Harriet  L,  Shearer, 
of  tliis  county,  daughter  of  J.  B.  and  Sarah  (Shearer) 
Shearer,  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county  and  among 
its  most  respected  people.  (Sec  sketch  of  .).  li, 
Slieiirer.)  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spaulding  have  i>een 
l>orii  tliree  children:  Clyde,  Arthur  0.  and  Lestfir, 
Mre.Spaulfling  isa  member  of  llie  United  Brethren 
Chui-eh.  Like  his  father,  Mr.  Spaulding  lias  served 
for  two  years  as  Township  Treasurer,  and,  like  his 
father,  he  is  a  decided  Demoerat  in  politics. 


-^-^Nl*^^-^^ 


j|[#'JNYON  BLY,  an  enterprising  general  farmer 
i=j^     and    successful     slock-r.aiser    of    Marcellus, 

ial^  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  Isew 
^  York,  and  was  born  in  Chenango  County, 
in  the  year  1824.  His  parents.  Job  and  Frelove 
(Watson)  Biy.  resided  for  many  yeai-s  in  the  Em- 
pire fState,  but  they  were  Ijoth  of  New  Kngland 
nativity,  Tlie  father  was  born  in  litiodc  Island. 
The  birthplace  of  the  mother  was  Connecticut. 
Nine  children  blessed  the  home  of  .loband  Frciove 
BIy.  Their  son,  Henry  W.,  was  one  of  the  oldest 
mcmbei-s  of  the  family.  He  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  arrived  at  mature  yeai-s  an  energetic 
and  enterprising  man.  In  1852  he  decided  to  try 
the  broader  opportunities  offered  young  men  in 
the  West.  Journeying  to  Michigan,  lie  deter- 
mined to  locate  there  and  made  his  permanent 
home  in  Marcellus  Township.  A  man  of  superior 
business  attainments,  he  accumulated  a  fine  prop- 
erty, owning  a  valuable  and  highly  improved 
homestead  of  four  hundred  acres.  Henry  VV.  Bly 
was  a  man  of  a  high  order  of  intelligence  and  well 
versed  in  law.  For  twenty-nine  consecutive  yt^rs 
he  lield  the  i>osition  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
by  his  judicious  decisions  and  uniform  rulings — 
always  in  full  accord  with  law  and  evidence — 
commanded  the  good- will  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low-townsmen. He  also  served  with  great  accep- 
tability as  Supervisor  of  the  township.  His  first 
wife  dying  in  1868,  his  second  marriage    occurred 


in  1871.  His  death  was  mourned  as  a  public  loss 
by  the  community  in  which  his  presence  had  so 
long  been  familiai  His  wife  survived  him,  but 
some  time  aftei  his  demise  passed  away  in  Mar- 
cellus. 

Our  subject,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  home  of  his  parents,  remained  in  New  York 
until  middle  life.  In  1852,  in  the  Empire  State, 
Kinyon  Bly  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Louisa  Copeland.  Mrs.  Bly  was  of  Scotch  descent. 
Her  grandparents  were  born  in  Scotland.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Bly  was  of  immediate 
English  ancestry.  Our  subject  has  been  prospered 
financially,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  thor- 
ough and  practical  farmei-s  in  Cass  County.  Aside 
from  his  farming  interests,  Mr.  Bly  is  the  owner  of 
valuable  property  in  Marcellus,  and  also  possesses 
real  estate  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject,  like  his  brother  Henry,  began  life 
at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  has  made  the  top 
i-ouud  of  success  only  by  energetic  and  persever- 
ing application.  Politically,  Mr.  Bly  is  a  strong 
Democrat  and  an  ardent  advo<:at«  of  the  party, 
and  is  int^restajd  in  both  local  and  national  issues. 
He  and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  of  the 
Episcoiial  Church,  and  are  ever  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  in  all  good  work.  They  have  no 
children.  Arriving  within  the  borders  of  Michi- 
gan in  1876,  Mr.  and  Mra.  lily  have  for  seventeen 
years  been  actively  identified  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  Marcellus  Townsliip.  and,  widely 
known,  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  old-time  friends  and  acquaintances. 


v^  HARI.es  M.  smith.  The  official  work  of 
'^     f.   this  gentleman  h.ts  brought  him  before  the 

\s^'  gaze  of  the  citizens  of  L.tkc  Township,  and 
in  him  his  constituents  have  found  a  man  of  abil- 
ity and  integrity,  and  one  whose  activities  have 
ever  been  for  the  good  of  the  community.  He  is 
at  present  Supervisor  of  that  township,  and  one 
of  the  loading  farmei-s  of  the  same.  That  he  has 
inherited    many  of  the  most  worthy    qualities  of 
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his  people  is  uckiiowledged,  nud  his  niiineroiis 
friends  testify  to  liis  honesty,  kiniilienrtedness  niiil 
energy.  lie  was  Ijorn  in  Staik  County,  Ohio,  in 
1842,  iind  on  his  father's  farm  in  that  county 
learned  lessons  of  industry  and  honesty  which 
liave  ever  remained  with  liim. 

When  seven  yeare  of  ajfe  our  subject  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Herrien  County.  Mich.,  and 
received  his  scholastic  training  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  county.  As  liis  youthful  days  wej-e 
spent  in  assisting  on  the  home  farm,  he  bec.ime 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  all  their 
branches,  and  when  starting  out  for  himself  it 
was  but  natural  that  he  should  choose  that  as  his 
calling.  When  twenty-one  yeare  of  age  he  branched 
out  to  fight  life's  battles  for  himself;  tii'st  as  a  bi- 
boi'er,  working  out  by  the  month,  and  thus  con- 
tinued until  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  Kor  three 
years  after  this  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising. 
When  thirty-one  yeare  of  age  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  his  present  farm,  unimproved,  and  paid 
^20  per  aci'C  for  it.  Since  then  he  has  added  to 
the  original  tract  eighty  acies,  muking  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  all,  and  one  hundred  acres 
of  this  are  in  a  Hne  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Smith  makes  no  specialty  of  any  particular 
line  of  farming,  but  raises  all  kinds  of  farm  prod- 
xicts.  His  property  has  been  obtained  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,  and  he  has  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  it  has  not  been  obtained  at  the  ex- 
pense of  others.  The  arciiitectof  his  own  fortune, 
Mr.  Smith's  success  has  l>een  won  through  hard- 
ships and  severe  toil.  His  liberal  views,  unques- 
tioned honesty,  and  ingged  common-sense  have 
given  him  an  intluence  far  beyond  that  possessed 
by  many  more  pretentious  and  prominent  men. 
His  father,  .Tohn  .1.  Smith,  was  a  native  of  Lancas- 
ter County,  Pa.,  of  German  parentage,  and  inher- 
ited all  his  thrift  and  energy  from  that  source. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
ii;ime  was  Margaret  McLaughlin,  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Keystone  State,and  of  Irish  parentage, 
John  J,  Smith  and  wife  were  reared  and  married 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  Mr,  Smith  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  some  time.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  Michigan, and  in  ISerrien  County  passed 
the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives, 


The  five  children  born  to  theabove  couple  were 
in  the  order  of  tlieir  births  as  follows:  George  M., 
who  resides  in  Buchanau,  Mich.;  Elizabeth,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  II,  C,  Leroy;  Angeline,  who  mar- 
ried T.  C.  Ilebb,  of  this  county;  Charles  M„  our 
subject;  and  Julia  A.,  wife  of  J.  W,  Billings.  Our 
subject  was  married  m  1870  to  Miss  Minnie  M. 
Hubbard,  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  the  daughter 
of  Julius  A.  and  h^lizabeth  (Adams)  Hubbard,  na- 
tives of  New  York.  This  union  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  three  children:  Ethie  J.,  deceased; 
J.,aura  A.  and  Frank  J.  Mi-s,  Smith  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  is  a  much  es- 
teemed Christian  lady.  Socially,  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  Lake  Ix)dge  No.  143, 1.  O.  O.  F.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  enlerprising  men  in  Lake  Town- 
ship, and  as  an  olficial  is  \ery  popular. 


^p^^KOUGE  l.ONCiSDUFF.  There  is  no  more 
III  j__  prominent  or  reliable  insurance  and  real- 
*^li;J(i  estate  agent,  collector  and  money-lender 
than  (Jeorge  Longsduff.  Although  formerly  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  this  county,  he  has  given  that 
up  of  late  years,  and  directs  his  attention  chieHy 
to  the  above-mentioned  business.  He  was  born 
in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  March  16,  1826.  His 
parents,  Martin  and  Matilda  (C^riigly)  Longsduff, 
wei*  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  re- 
spectively, the  former's  birth  occurring  in  Cum- 
berland County  March  Hi,  1789.  and  the  latter's 
about  1799.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Mar- 
tin l^ongsduff,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
married  there.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  llie  Key- 
stone State,  where  the  remainder  of  his  days  were 
spent.  He  died  at  an  advanced  age.  All  his  life 
was  spent  in  tilling  the  soil,  and  he  became  a  man 
of  means  and  influence. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married. 
About  1835  he  emigrated  to  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
and  after  a  i-esidence  there  of  about  thirty  years 
moved  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1872.  During  his  early  life  he  followed 
the   trade  of  a  shoemaker,  but  afterward  became 
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a  farmer,  and  wna  very  successful  in  that  occu- 
I)ation.  He  served  all  through  the  War  of  1812, 
and  during  his  old  age  drew  a  [tension.  He  was 
a  man  universally  respected  and  esteemed.  The 
mother  of  our  subjecl  was  the  father's  second  wife. 
She  died  in  Cass  County,  Midi.,  nl  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-live  years.  For  many  years  she  was 
a  consistent  and  worthy  niemtier  of  the  Oisciples 
Church,  but  her  husband  held  niembersliip  with 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
them,  live  sons  and  five  daughters,  two  sons  and 
tlu-ec  daughters  now  living:  John;  George,  onr 
subject;  Lydia  Ann,  Matilda  and  Adeline. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  iiutil 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse,  never  at- 
tending school  after  his  seventeenth  birthday 
Upon  attaining  his  majority  he  started  out  fot 
himself  without  a  nickel,  but  being  industriou«, 
enterprising  and  thorough- going,  it  was  not  haul 
for  him  to  tind  employment.  As  the  yeai-s  passed 
by  these  traits  of  character  began  to  tell,  and  he 
is  now  one  of  the  substantial  and  esteemed  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  lie  is  the  owner  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-live  acres  of  land  in  one  farm, 
one  hundred  and  six  acres  in  another,  and  two 
good  residences  in  Vandalia.  liesides  be  has  money 
on  interest. 

Mr.  Longsduff  still  owns  the  first  farm  be  pur- 
chased. He  and  his  wife  have  every  reason  to 
be  proud  of  the  (trogress  they  have  made,  for  their 
accumulations  ura  the  result  of  their  united  en- 
ergy and  good  management.  On  the  9lh  ol  Feb- 
ruary, 1851,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  H. 
Dodge,  who  was  horn  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
near  Syracuse,  and  who  is  a  daugliter  of  Joseph 
and  Ann  Dodge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodge  settled  in 
Cass  County,- Mich.,  about  1810,  and  the  father  is 
still  living.  Our  subject  has  held  the  office  of 
Supervisor  of  Penn  Towuship  for  two  terras,  and 
at  one  time  was  nominated  for  Representative  by 
the  Democratic  party,  lacking  only  twenty-four 
votes  of  being  elected  against  a  Republican  ma- 
jority of  three  hundred,  lie  has  been  on  the 
School  Board  at  various  times  for  yeai-s,  and  w.as 
President  of  the  School  Board  al  Vandalia  several 
terms. 


Mr.  Longsduff's  lirat  Presidential  vote  was  east 
for  Lewis  Cass.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
Ko.  2!)0,  A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  is  a  cliarter  member  of 
the  same,  and  has  been  Master  of  the  lodge  thir- 
teen out  of  seventeen  years.  He  has  represented 
this  lodge  twelve  times  in  the  Grand  I-odge,  and 
is  now  Treasurer,  lie  is  also  President  of  the 
Pioneer  Society  of  Cass  County,  Mich.  In  his 
religious  viewj  our  subject  is  liberal,  whde  his 
wife  is  a  worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Disciples  Cliureb.  They  are  inlitienlial  and  much 
esteemed  citizens. 


— —#»*- 


HII.U'  DALEY.  Prominent  among  the 
I  r  is  li-American  residents  of  Berrien 
County  may  be  mentioned  Philip  Daley. 
who  owns  and  cultivates  a  farm  upon 
section  34,  of  St.  Joseph  Township.  He  was 
born  in  County  Meath,Ii-eland,abouttwenty  miles 
from  the  city  of  Dublin,  February  17,  1836,  being 
the  son  of  Patrick  and  Klizabcth  Daley,  natives  of 
the  Kmcrald  island,  the  father.having  been  a  farmer 
by  oecopiition.  The  parental  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  the 
county  of  his  nativity  and  received  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  about 
fourteen  years,  accompanied  by  his  brother  Peter, 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located  at  Newton, 
Mass.,  where  for  about  fifteen  yeare  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  gardening  business,  meeting  with  fair 
success  in  that  enterprise.  In  1854  he  made  his 
first  visit  to  Michigan,  and  returning  to  Massachu- 
setts, afterward  came  again  to  this  State,  where  he 
sojourned  temporarily  in  St.  Josepli  Coiiuly,  re- 
turning once  more  to  his  home  in  the  old  Bay  Strite. 
In  1858.  during  the  great  gold  excitement,  Mr. 
Daley  proceeded  with  other  Argonauts  to  the  Kl 
Dorado  of  the  civilized  world — the  Golden  State. 
During  his  short  sojourn  in  California,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  an  orchard.  Going  back  to  Massachusetts, 
be  remained  for  a  time  in  Newton,  and  thence^-e- 
moved  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where  he  secured  em- 
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ployment  and  lesidetl  for  n  biief  peiiod.  He  piiv- 
cliased  liis  first  piopcity  at  IScutun  Harbor,  but 
alioitiy  afterward  dis{>Oi<ud  of  it.  In  1873liepuv- 
cliascd  A  tract  sittiated  upon  section  34,  St.  Joseph 
Towosliip,and  in  1882 settled  upon  tliis  place.wliere 
he  has  sinue  resided,  lie  owns  lifteen  acres  of  ex- 
cellent fruit  land,  wbicL  lie  deviitus  to  the  culti- 
vation of  fruit,  making  a  specially  of  blackberries, 
grapes,  pears,  and  peaches,  which  he  markets  in 
Chicago.  He  lias  made  a  number  of  valuable  im- 
provements upon  the  farm,  including  the  commo- 
dious residence  and  eubsl^nlial  bnni. 

November  20,  1861,  Mr.  Daley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  ; 
and  Mary  O'Brien.  Mi*s.  Daley  was  born  in  County  j 
Limerick,  Ireland,  March  17,  1841,  and  emigrated  i 
to  the  United  States  in  company  with  her  uncle, 
Miciiael  Hartegan,  when  she  was  fourteen  yeai-sof  ; 
age,  locating  at  Lawre.ice,  Mass.  There  she  resided  i 
for  eight  yeai-s  and  in  that  place  she  met  and  mar-  ■, 
ried  our  subject.  Two  children  have  been  born  of 
this  union:  Thomas  Henry,  a  machinist  residing  in  ! 
St.  Joseph;  and  Jennie  K.,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  j 
Shanahan,  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph.  Politically,  i 
Mr.  Daley  is  a  Demoeratand  aids  with  his  influence  I 
and  ballot  the  principles  of  his  chosen  party.  In  ! 
his  i-eligious  connections,  he  is  idcntiliud  with  the  : 
Roman  Catholic  Chui-cli,  to  which  his  wife  also  be-  ! 
longs.  He  started  out  in  life  poor  and  friendless,  j 
a  poor  boy  in  a  sti'ange  land,  but  he  was  industri-  | 
ous  and  energetic,  and  prosperity  lias  rewarded  his  , 
tireless  exertions.  ! 


s-i*li*i-« 


'^fi^  R,  J.  C.  COLE,  a  prominent  and  successful 
il  Jl  veterinary  surgeon  residing  in  Benton 
^^^  Harbor,  is  a  native  of  Canada,  having 
lice n  born  in  Kingston,  March  21,  1851. 
lie  is  the  son  of  llii-am  and  Fannie  (Spencer)  Cole, 
natives  of  Canada,  tlie  father  having  been  engaged 
by  the  Government.  Ilirain  Cole  moved  to  Water- 
town.  N.  Y..  in  18f)l,  and  is  now  Internal  Revenue 
Collector  there,  lie  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican 
War,  Florida   War  and  the  late    rebellion.      His 


childhood  years  were  passed  in  a  comparatively 
uneventful  manner  in  his  Canadian  home,  and  at 
the  age  of  r(iurteen  he  went  to  New  York  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Watertown,  that  Slate. 
He  availed  himself  to  the  utmost  of  the  excellent 
op|x>rtunities  given  him  for  acquiring  a  practical 
education,  and  through  diligence  in  his  studies 
gained  a  wide  range  of  information  and  broad 
knowledge  of  men  and  historical  events. 

Returning  to  his  old  home  in  Canada  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  our  youthful  subject  com- 
menced the  study  of  veterinary  surgeiy,  and  be- 
came familiar  with  the  best  tiioughts  of  acknowl- 
edged authorities  and  authors  in  that  profession. 
Ills  readings  were  conducted  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Dr.  Edson  and  Dr.  Edward  Field,  the  latter 
being  a  man  of  note  in  the  profession  and  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Edinburgh  Veterinary  College,  Scot- 
land. After  conducting  his  studies  in  this  man- 
ner for  some  time,  our  subject  entered  the  Veter- 
inary .School  of  Montreal,  where  he  remained  un- 
til completing  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  in- 
stitution, when  he  was  gi-aduated.  He  was  also 
graduated  from  the  Veterinary  School,  established 
for  the  treatment  of  horses. 

ll  will  thus  lie  seen  that  the  Doctor  ha.s  had 
every  advantage  in  the  way  of  getting  a  perfect 
theoretical  knowledge  of  veterinary  surgery,  and 
he  is  a  man  of  recognized  skill  and  efliciency  in 
the  profession.  He  lias  been  very  successful  in  the 
treatment  of  horses,  and  in  fact  all  varieties  of 
stock.  His  practice  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
Denton  Harbor,  but  extends  throughout  the  sur- 
rounding country,  including  a  number  of  adjoin- 
ing counties.  The  Doctor  conducted  his  practice 
for  a  time  in  Canada,  whence  in  1883  he  came  to 
Benton  Harbor  and  has  since  made  his  home  in 
this  city,  devoting  his  attention  exclusively  to 
professional  duties. 

In  1886  the  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Emma,  daughter  of  Myron  and  Mary  Hinkley, 
natives  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Cole  was  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  Benton  Harbor,  and  now,  in  ad- 
dition to  performing  her  household  duties  in  a 
most  capable  manner,  also  fills  the  position  of 
teacher  in  the  Benton  Harbor  High  School,  'llie 
home  is  blessed   by  the  presence  of  a  son,  I'hilip 
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H.,  a  manly  little  tliild,  in  whose  training  his  par- 
ents take  a  deep  interest  and  care.  Politically, 
Dr.  Cole  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples and  has  represented  the  Fii-st  Ward  as  Al- 
derman for  two  terms.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 


r  LIAS  PARDEE,  long  a  prominent  business 
man  of  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and 
JL^^  now  a  highly  esteemed  and  leading  citizen 
of  the  city,  has  been  an  abiding  and  enterprising 
resident  of  his  present  home  for  more  than  two- 
score  years,  but  is  now  retired  from  active  business. 
He  lias  a  line  collection  from  skilled  taxidermists 
of  the  State,  and  has  also  in  his  possession  some  of 
tlie  finest  trophies  of  the  field  and  stream.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  native  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  in  the 
thriving  town  of  Bloomfield  he  was  born  October 
7,  1826.  The  birthplace  of  bis  father,  Isaac  Pardee, 
was  New  York  State,  where  in  tiie  old  homestead 
lie  was  reared,  attending  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  Isaac  Pardee  removed  to  Ohio  in 
early  life  and  there  mada  his  home  for  many  yeai-s. 
His  wife,  l.ucy  (Dickerman)  Pardee,  was  born  in 
the  beautiful  city  of  New  Haven,  Conn,,  in  which 
part  of  New  England  the  ancestoi-s  of  Mrs.  Pardee 
had  lived  for  generation  after  generation. 

The  Parriees  are  of  Erench  extraction,  Grand- 
father Pardee  having  himself  been  a  native  of 
sunny  France.  He  came  to  this  country  in  his 
youth,  and  was  an  energetic  and  patriotic  Ameri- 
can citizen.  As  the  family  of  Isaac  Pardee  began 
to  cluster  about  the  fireside  of  the  Ohio  home,  he 
finally  determined  to  remove  with  his  family  to 
the  more  progressivit  and  broadei'  fields  of  the 
farther  West,  and  in  1844  journeyed  to  Buchanan, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.  The  family  traveled  by 
team  and  .spent  eleven  days  upon  the  way,  arriv- 
ing in  the  month  of  May.  Nearly  a  half-century 
has  passed  since  Elias  Pardee,  then  eigliteen  years 
of  age,  came  to  tlie  State  ilostined  from  thence  to 
be  his  permanent  home,     A  constant  eye>witnes& 


of  the  rapid  development  of  the  country,  he  has 
actively  participated  in  its  advancement,  aiding  in 
all  enterprises  tending  to  local  growtli  and  prog- 
ress, and  he  may  with  pride  recall  his  energetic 
and  public-spirited  efforts  of  other  and  early  days. 
Jn  1850,  oursuhjfct  settled  in  the  village  of  Dow- 
agiac, and  two  years  later,  February  28,  1852,  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Central  Railroad  Company. 
He  continued  with  that  corporation  until  August 
1.  1861,  and  during  his  nine  years  of  faitiiful 
service  was  at  lii-st  watehman  and  later  station 
agent  and  also  performed  the  duties  of  express 
agent.  An  excellent  financier,  he  invested  in 
farming  [irojierty,  but  after  a  time  disposed  of  his 
agricultural  interests,  selling  bis  farm  in  1865,  He 
had  meantime,  in  1861, erected  his  handsome  brick 
residence,  which  he  still  makes  his  city  home. 
Financially  prospered,  Mr.  Pardee  long  ago  accn- 
mulaled  a  comfortable  competence.  In  1881,  he 
began  the  improvement  of  a  piece  of  land  lo- 
cated ui>on  Sistei-s'  Uike,  and  developed  the  once 
wilderness  into  a  beautiful  summer  resort.  On 
account  of  the  ill  health  of  his  estimable  wife,  our 
subject  finally  sold  out  bis  interest  in  that  fine 
piece  of  leal  eatiile.  Mr.  Pardee  entered  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  the  second  year  after  he  made  his 
home  in  Dowagiac,  being  married  June  10,  1853. 
in  1888,  our  subject,  who  has  long  Ijcen  a  noted 
hunter  and  llsherman,  established  a  camp  upon 
Magician  Lake,  where  he  spends  most  of  his  sum- 


AMKS  L.  ROBINSON,  the  popular  Super- 
visor of  Calvin  Township,  Cass  County, 
j^ll  was  born  in  Howard  Township,  thiscounty. 
^'  on  the  27th  of  January,  1848,  and  is  one  of 
three  sous  (one  being  older  and  one  younger  than 
himself)  born  to  Nathan  and  Margaret  (Hanson) 
Robinson.  His  father  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
November  15,  1820,  and  was  the  son  of  William 
Kobfnson,  the  latter  being  a  descendant  of  English 
ancestry  and  the  elder  of  two  sons,  though  the 
place  of  his  birth  is  beyond  our  research.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  W«r  o(  1812. 
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Accompanied  by  his  family,  Giandfatlier  Robin- 
son came  West  in  1830,  and  settled  in  Krie  County, 
Ohio,  where  lie  followed  the  oecntJalion  of  farm- 
ing. Politically,  lie  was  a  VVhig,iind  in  his  i-oligi- 
ous  belief  lie  was  a  prominent  meniber  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Cliurcli.  He  was  twice  mariicd,  and  hy 
Ills  first  union  liad  two  sons,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject being  the  elder.  The  wther  son  waa  killed  by 
being  thrown  from  a  lioi'sc  when  a  y<)U»u  man. 
William  also  came  to  an  untimely  end  by  an  ac- 
cidental death.  In  Erie  County,  Ohio,  he  was 
caught  m  tlie  machinery  ol  a  gristmill  and  in- 
stantly killed.  The  second  marriage  of  (!rand- 
father  Robinson  resulted  in  the  birtii  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  William,  Thomas,  Susan  and 
Alice. 

Nathan  Robinson  had  but  few  edneational  ad- 
vantiiges,  and  in  1840,  when  but  twenty  years  of 
aj{e,  be  lauded  in  Cass  County  with  but  seventy- 
live  cents  in  his  possession.  Por  a  time  he  worked 
out  by  the  month,  and  finally  boughl  forty  acres 
of  I  nd  in  Howard  Townsliip,  running  in  debt  for 
the  greater  portion  of  the  purchase  price.  He  was 
a  man  of  determined  will  and  a  hard  worker,  and 
when  lie  set  out  to  do  anything  he  saw  no  obstacles 
in  his  way,  and  even  though  he  had,  he  wonid 
have  overcome  every  liiiidrance  in  the  path  to 
success,  for  he  was  one  of  those  men  who  know  no 
such  word  as  "fail.'" 

March  27.  1845,  Nathan  Robinson  married  Miss 
Murgai'et  Hanson.  In  1852  he  left  his  wife  and 
two  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  younger, 
on  the  home  farm  and  set  out  overland  for  the 
gohl  fields  of  Californis,  where  for  two  years  he 
was  successful  as  a  gold  miner,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  returned  with  a  fair-sized  fortune.  Soon 
after  his  return  he  purchased  more  land  in  Howard 
Township  and  conducted  farming  opei'atious  on  an 
extensive  scale.  A  Rejjnblican  in  politics,  he  was 
at  one  lime  a  candidate  for  Supervisor  of  Howard 
Township,  but  as  that  township  was  overwhelm- 
ingly Democratic  he  failed  to  secure  the  election. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  September  3,  1879,  he 
was  the  owner  of  seven  liundred  acres  of  laud  in 
Cass  County  and  was  a  very  wealthy  man. 

Margoiet,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  the 
diiughter  of  J<jlin  and  Naney  (Salsbury)  Hanson. 


She  was  reared  in  New  York  Stat«  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  an  eaily  daj'  with  her  parents.  She 
(lied  at  the  old  homestead  in  .lefFei-son  Township, 
.Imie  Ifi,  1891.  Of  the  brothers  of  James  L.,  Myrou 
was  the  eldest  and  was  born  March  9,  1846;  he 
married  Miss  Annette  Krom,  and  they  have  two 
sons.  Frecmonl,  the  youngest,  was  born  May  14, 
1856;  he  married  Miss  Helen  Ix)wman,  the  sister 
of  our  subject's  wife,  and  they  live  on  the  old 
homestead  in  J(!fferson  Township  thai  fell  to  Mr. 
Robinson  on  the  death  of  hismotlier.  They  have 
no  children. 

James  L.  Robinson  grew  to  maiiliood  on  his  fa- 
tlier's  farm,  receiving  but  the  ordinary  common- 
school  education  offered  by  the  schools  of  that  time 
and  place.  For  many  years  he  and  his  brother 
were  in  iMirtnerahip  with  their  father  in  his  exten- 
sive farming  and  slock  interests.  On  the  12th  of 
I'ebruary,  I87i,  he  married  Miss  Mary  J.  I.owman, 
who  was  born  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  being  the 
daughter  of  -lames  and  Nancy  (Reneh)  I.owman, 
She  was  six  years  of  age  when  her  parents  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  .Jefferson  Township,  Cass 
County,  where  lier  father  now  lives,  being  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  community. 

Our  subject  removed  to  Jeffei-son  Township  in 
I8G7,  and  in  1872  be  and  his  wife  came  to  the 
place  where  they  now  live,  and  which  was  a  part  of 
his  father's  estate.  Their  interests  remained  iden- 
tical until  the  death  of  his  father  in  1879,  when 
the  proiKi-ty  fell  to  him  from  his  father's  estate. 
lie  now  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  upon  which  he  conducts  snccessfnlly  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  has  devoted  special 
attention  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  success.  Aside 
from  his  f.irming  and  stock -i-aislng  interests,  lie  has 
been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  owning  an 
interest  in  the  large  sawmills  at  Cassojiolis  and  at 
Calvin  Centre,  being  in  partnership  with  C.  W. 
Itunii,  the  wealthy  cobu-cd  lumbernian.  In  the 
spring  of  1892,  after  the  large  sawmill  at  Cassouolis 
bnrncd  down,  he  sold  bis  interest  in  the  mill,  but 
still  retains  his  interest  in  the  stock  at  Calvin 

An  ardent  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Uobinson 
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lias  served  in  mauy  local  offlces,  to  which  he  has 
been  elected  on  the  ticket  uf  that  party.  In  1889 
lie  was  elected  Supervisor  of  his  township  and  ims 
been  re-elected  every  year  since,  at  present  serv- 
ing his  fifth  term.  He  fills  the  office  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
his  constituency.  He  is  administrator  for  several 
eslat«s  and  manages  them  with  marked  ability. 
He  is  considered  one  of  tiie  foremost  citizens  of 
his  county  and  township.  He  and  liis  wife  have 
bnl  one  child,  Floyd  N.,  now  (189.3)  twenty  yeare 
of  age.  He  was  educated  in  the  Notre  Dame  ['ni- 
vei-sity  at  South  IJend,  Ind.,  and  resides  in  Grand 
Forks,  N.  Dak.,  being  engaged  in  the  transporta- 
tion business. 


eT.  LEE,  formerly  one  of  the  able  attor- 
neys-at-law  of  Cass  County,  Midi.,  but 
now  retired  from  t!ie  active  duties  of  Iiis 
profession,  is  proprietor  of  the  widely-known  and 
valuable  Dowagiae  Stock  Farm,  which  contains 
three  hundred  and  fifty  finely  cultivated  acres. 
It  is  noted  as  the  home  of  "  .Sable  Guy  "  and  pos- 
sesses one  of  tlic  best  half-mile  tracks  in  the  State. 
Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Canandaigiia  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  born  February  29,  1836.  The 
birthplace  of  his  father,  Mason  Lee,  was  Taunton. 
Mass.,  but  early  in  life  he  removed  to  New  York 
State,  where  he  established  a  home  for  himself  and 
family.  Determined  finally  to  see  and  judge  of 
the  broader  opportunities  offered  by  the  West,  the 
father,  leaving  behind  him  his  wife  and  family, 
visited  Michigan  on  a  prospecting  tour.  He  came 
to  the  town  of  Jefferson,  Cass  County,  in  1833, 
when  about  forty-two  years  of  age,  but  it  was  five 
years  before  his  family  rejoined  him  in  their  new 
home  in  Michigan.  Our  subject  received  his  pre- 
paratory education  in  Jefferson,  but  when  fourteen 
years  of  fttfe  went  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  he 
entered  the  liaptist  Theological  College  and  took 
a  foui--yeai's  course  of  stuay. 

Before  attaining  his    majority.  Mr.  Lee  entered 


into  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  in  1854  wedding 
Miss  Sarah  II.  Lockwood,  of  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Lee  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  Lockwood,  of 
Edwardsburgh,  Cass  County,  who  came  from  New 
York  State  in  1837,  and  settled  permanently  in 
the  township  of  Ontwa,  where,  after  thirty  years  of 
professional  usefulness,  lie  passed  away,  mourned 
by  all  who  knew  him.  An  upright  man  and  skill- 
ful physician.  Dr.  Lockwood  was  honored  liy  the 
community  to  whom  lie  gave  valuable  service,  and 
his  memory  will  long  be  green  in  Cass  County. 
His  good  wife,  Sophia  Peck,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, but  her  near  ancestore  wore  of  English 
birth.  Five  children  have  blessed  the  home  of 
our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife.  The  sons  and 
daughters  are  in  the  order  of  their  birth:  Henry 
M.;  Fred  E.;  Elma  S,,  wife  of  Capt,  Ijcroy  Cahill, 
of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  Mabel  C,  and  llay  E.  >^ch 
and  all  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  have  received 
excellent  educations  and  are  occupying  influential 
positions  in  business  and  socinl  circles.  Mr.  Lee 
began  his  business  experience  as  clerk  in  the  first 
hardware  store  established  in  Dowagiae,  and.  en- 
terprising and  energetic,  soon  developed  a  talent 
for  winning  his  upward  way. 

In  1854,  our  subject  engaged  successfully  in 
business  for  himself  in  his  home  city.  He  subse- 
quently decided  to  adopt  a  profession  and  8t«dic(t 
law  with  James  Sullivan;  he  was  admitted  to  the 
liar  in  1864,  iKiing  received  into  partnei-ship  with 
Mr.  Sullivan.  Mr,  Lee  was  an  excellent  attorney, 
thoroughly  vei-sed  in  legal  lore,  and  acquired  a 
large  practice,  but  in  187,5  he  devoted  himself  to 
the  banking  business.  June  1,  188.^,  he  purcha.sed 
the  magnificent  Dowagiae  Stock  Farm,  which,  aside 
fi-om  th«  celebrated  "  Sable  Guy,"  shelters  many 
promising  roadstci's.  who  are  duly  exercised  u|kiii 
the  fine  half-mile  track.  The  commodious  build- 
ings on  this  pro[>erty  were  erected  by  the  Lee  fam- 
ily and  are  perfect  in  their  appointments.  The 
Lees  also  own  an  extensive  farm  of  six  hundred 
acres,  lying  five  miles  north  of  Dowagiae,  and  sit- 
uated in  Wayne  Township,  Thirty  men  are  con- 
stantly employed  there,  cutting  on  an  average 
four  thousand  cords  of  wood  annually,  all  of  this 
large  product  finding  a  ready  market  in  the  works 
of  the  Round  Oak  Stove  Company,  of   Dowagiae. 
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Our  subject  has  ever  been  numbered  among  the 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Cass  County,  and  lias 
materially  nided  in  tlie  promotion  and  develop- 
ment of  tlie  progressive  Interests  of  bis  homu  lo- 
cality, lie  enjoys  a  wiclencqu.tintanrc  tbrougliout 
the  State  and  possesses  a  host  of  friends.  I'oliti- 
cally,  Mr.  f^ee  is  and  always  has  been  a  stalwart 
Republieau. 


m-:^^^-^- 


■iJl'OHN  A.  COIMtlCAN.  In  enumerating  the 
Ij  jirominent  business  est-lilistinients  of  Ik'r- 
/i^r  rien  County,  mention  should  be  made  of  tiie 
t^^  general  mercantile  house  of  Parrish  A  Cor- 
rigan,  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sket<:h  is  the 
junior  mcmlier.  The  firm  conducts  a  large  business 
at  Stevensville,  anil  also  has  a  brancii  store  at  liar- 
rodn,  this  county.  Both  in  these  villages  and 
throughout  the  surrannding  country  they  arc  well 
and  favorably  known  as  business  men  of  large  re- 
sources, excellent  judgment  and  keen  discrimina- 
tion, and  their  genial  courtesy  and  fair  dealings 
have  commended  them  to  the  favor  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Corrigan  has  i^tssed  Ins  entire  life  in  Berrien 
County — the  place  of  Ills  birth.  He  was  bom  in 
Lincoln  Township,  January  23,  18G3,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  Corrigan,  an  Irishman  by  birth,  who 
accompanied  liis  father  to  America  when  n  mere 
lad  and  settled  in  Canada,  where  lie  grew  to  man- 
hood. Upon  coming  to  Michigan,  he  located  in 
Lincoln  Township  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  un- 
improved land,  upon  which  no  attempt  atculliva- 
lion  had  ever  been  made.  He  cleai-ed  twenty  acres 
and  sold  the  other  twenty  acres  comprising  the 
place;  I'pon  his  farm  lie  emimrked  in  the  business 
of  raisnig  fruit  and  continued  thus  engaged  until 
his  deatlj,  which  occurred  in  18BL 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Zepliia  Roberts  and  w.is  born  in  Ccrmany,  emi- 
grating to  the  Unitiid  States  in  girlhood  and  set- 
tling in  [torrien  County,  Mich.  Of  her  union  six 
children  wei-e  born,  four  of  whom  are  living,  as 
follows:  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  N.  Barnes,  a  far- 
mer residing  on  the    old    homestead    in    Lincoln 


Township;  Annie,  Mrs.  Alexander  Shearer,  also  a 
resident  of  Lincoln  Township;  Edward,  who  mnkcs 
his  home  at  Riverside,  Mich.,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits;  and  John  A.,  of  this  sketch. 
Politically,  the  father  of  this  family  was  an  advo- 
cate of  free  trade  .and  a  supporter  of  tlje  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  a  successful  fruit- 
grower, and  by  energy  and  good  management  ac- 
cumulated a  valuable  property. 

In  the  common  ischoolsof  Lincoln  Township  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  fair  education.  At 
tlie  age  of  about  eighteen  he  entered  the  store  of 
William  Parrisli,  where  for  three  j'ears  lie  occupied 
a  clerical  position.  He  then  embarked  in  business 
for  himself,  and  after  conducting  the  enterprise 
alone  for  one  year  he  formed  a' partnersbiji  with 
his  former  employer,  Mr,  Parrish,  and  purchased 
the  stock  owned  by  W.  G.  Milke,  entering  upon  a 
business  connection  which  still  C'ontiniies.  Their 
store  is  the  largest  in  Stevensvilie,  and  the  brancii 
establishment  opened  at  Barroda  in  M.-iy,  1891,  is 
also  proving  a  profitable  venture,  in  both  places 
the  firm  conducts  a  genei'al  l^anking  business. 

A  Republican  in  bis  political  preferences,  Mr, 
Corrigan  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  local  af- 
fairs and  for  three  yeai-s  has  served  as  Township 
Clerk.  He  was  present  and  assisted  in  conducting 
the  fii-st  election  of  the  incorporated  village  of 
Stevensville,  and  has  been  in  other  ways  closely 
connected  with  the  growtli  and  progress  of  the 
community.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  and  the  Commandery  at  St. 
Joseph,  and  the  i  nrtopendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
at  Bridgman. 


Jli  KRRY  ROURKK.  This  gentleman,  who  re- 
II  sides  on  section  21,  Silver  Crei'k 'rownship, 
I'  where  he  owns  a  line  farm,  is  one  of  the 
,^^  progressive  and  capable  farmers  of  the  lo- 
cality, bis  farm  attesting  by  its  thrift  and  4>roduc- 
tiveness  the  excellent  qualities  of  thoroughness  and 
system  which  mark  the  owner.      He    was   born    on 
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section  10,  this  townstiip,  in  1853,  and  is  the  son 
of  Timotliy  and  Margaret  (Hagorty)  Rourke,  and 
tlie  grandson  of  Timothy  Rourke,  Sr.  The  latter 
was  a  native  of  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin,  born  on 
Castle  Island,  and  there  he  was  reared  to  mature 
years.  He  was  married  in  his  native  country,  reared 
a  good-sized  family,  .ind  became  quite  wealthy. 
All  Ills  life  was  passed  on  the  t:inieraid  Isle,  and 
there  his  wife  too  received  her  final  summons, 

Timothy  Rourke,  Jr.,  was  also  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  inherited  the  quick  wit  and  agreeable 
mannci'S  of  those  of  his  nationality.  He  remained 
in  his  native  country  until  he  reached  manhood, 
and  then  a  great  desire  came  over  him  to  cross  to 
the  UDited  States  and  Income  a  wealthy  and  prom- 
inent farmer.  Many  of  his  countrymen  were  set- 
tling in  the  New  World,  and  about  1838  he  braved 
Neptune's  tender  mercies, and  readied  the  Ameri- 
can coast.  He  first  made  asettlementin  the  grand 
oldStal«of  Virginia,  and  as  his  means  were  limited 
at  first,  be  worked  out  for  other  people.  Later  he 
went  to  Canada,  but  after  a  residence  thereof  about 
three  years  he  decided  that  the  United  States  were 
good  enough  for  him,  and  so  returned,  settling  first 
in  Kalamazoo.  Later  he  came  to  Cass  County, 
Midi.,  and  with  his  brother-in-law  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  iand. 

While  i-esiding  in  Canada  he  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Hagerty,  the  daughter  of  William  and  .Julia 
(ConncU)  Hagerty,  and  five  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  Anna,  Julia  and  Timothy,  who  are 
deceased;  Jerry,  our  subject;  and  Maggie.  Mr. 
Rourke  and  famih'  were  members  of  the  Catholic 
Chui-ch  and  liberal  contributors  to  tlie  same.  In 
politics,  he  advocated  the  principles  and  policy  of 
the  Democratic  party.  He  was  a  man  possessed  of 
much  determination  and  energy,  and  at  the  time 
or  his  death,  which  occurred  in  IS.I?,  had  accum- 
ulated a  fair  fortune.  His  widow  is  still  living 
and  has  now  passed  her  three-score  years  and  ten. 
She  has  been  an  invalid  for  some  time. 

Jerry  Rourke  grew  to  manhood  in  Ills  native 
county,  and  like  the  average  farmer  boy  received 
bis  education  in  the  common  schools.  [Ic  early 
became  familiar  witli  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and 
assisted  his  father  in  improving  the  liome  place  un- 
til a  young  man.     He  then  started  out  for  himself. 


and  it  was  but  natural  perhaps  that  he  should 
choijse  agricultural  purauits  as  his  occupation  in 
life.  By  industry  and  good  management  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land  and  he  now 
has  a  comfortable  home.  All  his  farming  opera- 
tions aie  conducted  in  a  manner  showing  him  to 
be  progressive  and  well  posted  on  ail  agricultural 
matters. 

In  the  year  1886  he  was  chose:i  Supervisor,  held 
that  position  four  years,  and  in  1893  was  again 
elected  on  the  Demoui-atic  ticket.  He  was  the  first 
Democrat  elected  to  that  position  in  the  township, 
and  the  capable  and  etiicient  manner  in  whicii  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  office  has  won  him  the 
admiration  and  resijecl  of  both  parties. 


J^l  LBION  SMITH,  an  honored  and  rosijocted 
il  citizen  of  Watervliet,  licrrien  County,  is 
It  a  man  of  Urge  experience  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  has  made  his  home  for  m.auy 
years.  His  estate  is  the  result  of  hard  labor,  and 
his  landed  possessions  aggregate  two  hundred  and 
ninety  acres,  one  liuudreri  and  seventy  of  which 
have  been  cleared  and  improved  in  tlie  last  fen- 
years.  Mr.  Smith  has  retired  from  active  work, 
and  now,  surrounded  by  his  family  and  friends,  is 
passing  the  declining  years  of  his  well-spent  life 
amid  the  comforts  which  money  can  provide. 

Mathias  .Smith,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  is 
supposed  to  have  been  born  on  Martha's  Vineyard, 
on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  He  was  a  sca-captaiu  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  French  and  Indians  Wars, 
using  his  strength  in  the  service  of  the  Knglish. 
He  removed  to  Maine,  where  he  reared  a  family 
of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  died  in  the 
prime  of  life.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
merchant  by  occupation,  and,  tike  his  father,  was 
of  a  patriotic  nature,  and  served  hiscountry  in  the 
War  of  1812,  after  which  he  went  into  business 
with  an  uncle,  John  Smith  by  name,  wlio  was  a 
sailor.  The  motlicr  of  our  sul)ject,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  White,  was  born  in  Itedfield, 
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in  tlie  year  1792.  and  died  in  tills  State.  Mr. 
While  was  u  siiceesaful  fanner  in  Ins  time,  and 
(lied  in  Albion,  Me.  He  was  a  Univet-salist  in  his 
religious  belief,  as  was  also  his  daughter. 

Our  subject  was  j-eai'cd  in  his  native  village, 
lU'dtleld,  Kennebec  County,  Me.,  where  he  was 
born  February  23,  1824,  to  Oeorge  and  Celia 
(White)  Smith.  Young  Albion  was  given  a  fair 
school  education,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he 
hcljied  his  father  some  in  the  hutet  business.  He 
continued  lu  this  line  until  he  reached  mature 
years,  and  then  left  home  for  a  short  trip  through 
northern  Maine,  where  hes|ientsome  time  in  hunt- 
ing and  lumbering.  Subsequently  he  returned 
home  and  resumed  the  proprietorship  of  his  fa- 
ther's hotel,  remaining  there  until  he  became 
twenty-seven  yeare  of  age,  at  whicli  time  he  de- 
cided to  travel,  and  boarded  a  train  en  route  to 
Kuffalo.  From  there  he  went  by  boat  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  thence  to  Chicago,  being  four  days  on 
tlic  trip.  His  intended  wife  was  at  that  time  living 
iiilllinois,  and  aftflr  spending  the  winter  of  18o2 
in  a  pork-[>acking  establishment  in  the  city  of  Du- 
buque, in  the  early  spring  he  began  railroading,  by 
taking  charge  of  a  bridge  gang.  He  went  to  Buf- 
falo and  tliei-e  secured  the  lumber  to  build  the  firet 
bridge  ever  erected  across  the  Mississippi,  which 
was  at  Uock  Island.  In  the  fall  of  1856  Mr.  Smith 
came  to  Watervliet  and  worked  in  the  mill  for  bis 
brotlier,  and  a  year  later  located  on  the  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  which  he  now  makes  bis 
home. 

Mr.  .Smith  has  been  an  indnstrious  and  honest 
man  all  his  life,  and  by  good  management  has, 
from  time  to  time,  added  to  his  estate,  until  now 
he  is  well  deserving  of  the  praise  due  him  as  a 
successful  farmer.  His  land  is  ali  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation,  and  has  been  improved  with  the 
numerous  appliances  of  modern  times.  Twenty 
acres  of  his  farm  are  devoted  to  the  raising  of 
fruit,  and  the  fineappearance  of  the  orchards  adds 
greatly  to  the  value  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Helen  F.  Nelson  No- 
vember 6,  1853.  She  wasborn  February  26,  1834, 
in  Winthrop,  Me.,  to  Charles  and  Emily  (Billtng- 
lon)  Nelson,  who  were  both  natives  of  the  Pine 
Tree    State,  having  been  l)orn    in  Winthrop  and 


Wayne  rea|>ectively.  Charles  Nelson  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  and  went  to  Illinois  about 
the  year  1849,  where  he  lived  during  liis  active 
life.  His  wife  passed  away  at  Richland  Centre, 
Wis.,  leaving  two  sons  and  four  daughtei's':  Ever- 
ett, of  Maine;  Charles  K.,o(  Wisconsin;  Helen  F.; 
Elora,  who  died  in  Wisconsin;  Addie,  of  Ashland. 
Wis.;  and  ,(o»ie.  Our  subject  has  been  the  father 
of  eight  children:  Ora,  wife  of  Frank  Seller;  Cora, 
wife  of  L.  W.  .leffery;  Frank,  who  died  when  in 
his  twenty-eighth  year,  leaving  one  son,  Ford,  who 
lives  with  his  grandparents;  Flora,  now  Mrs.  Cur- 
tiss,  of  Riverside;  Celia,  wife  of  Frank  Rardon; 
George  F.;  Josie,  Mrs.  Sc-heror;  and  Mabel. 


^Mmm^^^^^^^  ■ 


jOLAND  MORRILL,  a  successful  general  ag- 
jf"  riculturist  and  prominent  fruit-grower  of 
\\  lienton  Township,  Rerrjen  County,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Michigan,  and  was  iKjrn  in  Coldwa- 
ter  in  1852.  The  Morrill  family  are  of  English 
descent,  various  branches  of  the  name  having  for 
many  generations  occupied  with  distinction  high 
social,  political  and  business  positions  throughout 
New  England.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject, -Jeremiah  Morrill, was  a  native  of  Irasburgh, 
Vt.,  where  he  was  i-oared  and  educated,  removing 
in  mature  years  to  Michigan.  One  of  his  sons, 
Joseph  Morrill,  the  father  of  Roland,  was  a  boy  of 
enterprise  and  spirit,  and  early  resolved  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  then  far  Westof  Michigan.  Unin- 
cumbered by  any  surplus  baggage,  he  left  Irasburgh 
when  a  lad  of  sixteen,  and,  with  determined  pur- 
pose and  untiring  energy,  walked  the  greater  part 
of  the  way  toColdwatpr,  Mich.,  near  which  place 
he  made  his  home  for  years.  The  one  himdred  and 
twenty  acres  which  he  perseveringly  cultivated  ' 
were  located  ten  miles  from  the  village,  and  upon 
the  land,  surrounded  by  Indians,  the  young  pio- 
neer lived  alone  for  sixteen  yeai-s. 

In  1848,  .laseph  Morrill  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Coldwater  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Jones,  a  native  of 
Canada,    but    an    early    resident    of  Michigan,  to 


Hosted  by 


Google 


'46S 


POKTRAIT  AND  lilOGRArHlCAL   RECOKD. 


which  State  she  emigrated  wiLli  her  parents.  Mv. 
Morrill  had  found  much  timo  for  study  in  Wm  se- 
cluded h(e,  and,  gaining  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
medicine,  became  a  skillful  and  well-known  pio- 
neer physician  of  Coldwater, enjoying  a  large  prac- 
tice and  commanding  the  high  respect  of  his  fel- 
low-townsmen. The  pleasant  home  of  the  worthy 
pliysician  and  his  good  wife  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  sons,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
eldest.  Dana,  the  second-born,  is  a  prosperous 
business  man  , of  Omaha,  Neb.;  and  Flavins,  the 
youngest,  is  a  resident  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
IS  connected  with  a  railroad  company.  While  tiie 
children  wei-e  yet  in  their  early  years,  the  parents 
removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  and  in  that  city  tlie 
boys  attended  the  public  schools  and  received  tlie 
best  educational  advantages  their  siuruiin dings 
afforded. 

Roland  Morrill  became  self-supporting  wliile  only 
a  lad,  andsoon  after  attaining  his  majority  settled 
in  Berrien  County,  since  1872  his  constant  resi- 
dence. Beginning  in  life  for  himself,  he  worked 
by  the  month  for  one  year,  and  then  rented  a  farm. 
I  udustrious  and  a  good  manager,  be  was  prospered, 
and  later  purchased  land,  now  owning  a  fine  home- 
stead of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  substantially 
improved  with  excellent  buildings.  Aside  from 
his  other  occupations,  Mr.  Morrill  is  profitably  in- 
terested in  the  nursery  business,  and,  a  man  of  ac- 
knowledged executive  ability,  has  long,  been  a 
member  and  has  held  tlie  office  of  Director  in  the 
State  Horticultural  Society,  and  is  also  a  valued 
member  of  the  World's  Fair  Commission  in  the 
horticultural  display  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Morrill  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  F.lla 
Pearl,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  H,  Pearl, 
old  and  esteemed  settlers  of  Berrien  County.  Two 
children,  a  son  and  daughter,  Warren  and  Mabel, 
have  been  born  unto  our  subject  and  his  excellent 
wife.  In  political  affiliation  Mr.  Morrill  is  a  stanch 
■  Republican,  taking  an  active  Intel  est  in  the  affairs 
of  the  day.  He  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
local  progress  and  improvements,  and  with  two 
other  leading  citizens  has  ably  discharged  the  du- 
ties of  Superintendent  or  Supervisor  of  the  Poor 
of  the  county.  During  his  score  of  years  passed  in 
Berrien  County,  our  subject  has  aided  and  encour- 


inal  advancement,  jiromoted  ijui 
enterprise,  and   en  tii'ely    through     his    own 
I    reliant  efforts  h.is  won  his   way  to  assured  si 


life. 


-^>^^<n 


^Ml  B.  GARDNER,  the  popular  and  efHcient 
ImO[    Casliier  in  the   office  of  the  Round   Oak 

///  ti  Stove  Works,  Dowagiac,  Cass  County, 
^P  Mich.,  was  bom  in  the  city  wliere  he  now 

resides  August  2,  1870.  He  is  the  only  son  ami 
only  ciiild  of  Charles  and  Marj'  D.  (Beckwith) 
Gardner,  both  of  his  parents  being  widely  known 
in  the  State,  and  enjoying  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  a  large  circle  of  friends.  The  father  was 
born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  rciired  and 
educated  in  the  Empii-e  State.  He  attained  to 
manhood  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  hut  soon  af- 
ter arriving  at  mature  age  determined  to  try  Ids 
fortunes  in  the  farther  West.  When  twenty-two 
years  old  he  settled  in  Dowagiac  and  began  life 
for  himself  in  the  grocery  business.  He  was  mar- 
ried  in  1869  to  Mary  D.  Beckwith,  daughter  of 
P.  D.  and  Catherine  Beckwith,  of  Dowagiac.  Mr. 
Beckwith  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Dowagiac,  public-spirited  and  progressive,  and  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in 
the  advancement  of  tlie  social  and  business  in- 
tei'ests  of  the  city.  The  mother  of  our  subject  en- 
joyed the  advantage  of  a  superior  education,  and 
ivS  a  lady  of  worth  and  fine  attainments. 

In  1877,  Charles  Gardner,  with  his  wife  and 
son,  removed  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  engaged 
successfnlly  in  the  dry-goods  trade,  and  continued 
to  profitably  handle  merchandise  until  1891,  when 
he  sold  out  and  retired  from  business.  Our  sub- 
ject attended  the  primary  and  grammar  schools  of 
Battle  Creek,  and  having  passed  through  the  high- 
est grade  of  the  latter  with  great  credit,  came  in 
188.i  to  Dowagiac.  Residing  with  his  maternal 
gi-andfftthor,  Mr.  Beckwith,  he  entered  the  High 
School,  and  after  a  three-years  course  of  instruction, 
graduated  from  that  institution,  and  in  1888  re- 
turned home.     He  spent  one  year  in  the  ilry-goods 
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hiisiness  in  BaUlo  Creek,  but.  Jfinuary  1,  1889, 
nguiii  mrirfe  Dowagiac  Ins  residence.  He  received 
immediate  employment  in  the  Itoiind  Oak  Stove 
Wofks,  and  for  several  monllis  worked  in  various 
parts  of  tliefiictory,  familiarizing  liimself  witii  tlie 
details  of  the  extensive  and  prosperous  business. 
Within  n  twelvemonth  Mr.  Gardner  wnsappointed 
CiLshier,  ami  lias  sinco  discharged  with  ability  the 
responsible  duties  of  the  position. 

October  23,  1889,  our  subject  was  united  in  niai- 
riage  witli  Miss  Amanda  Stark,  daughter  of  Myron 
niHl  Sarali  (Harris)  fStark,  of  Dowagi.ic.  The  youth- 
ful couple  occupy  an  enviable  social  position,  and 
ai-e  participants  in  the  leading  events  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Gardner  is  in  political  conviction  a  strong 
Democrat, and  takesan  active  intei«st  in  local  and 
national  issues,  Karncst,  energetic  and  devoted 
to  his  daily  round  of  care,  he  is  also  enterprising, 
and  iiow  only  upon  the  threshold  of  manhood. 
lias  already  entered  upon  the  beginningof  acareer 
whose  future  outlook  is  bright  with  hope  and 
pi'onitse.  Our  subject  is  fraternally  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  member  of 
Dowagiac  Lodge,  He  is  also  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Round  Oak  Society,  and,  lilieral  spirited, 
IS  ever  foremost,  in  any  work  tending  to  promote 
tlie  public  welfare. 


_©#©-.- ^ 


^i  NDHKW    .1.    MILLARD,   an    enterprising 
^O.    citizen,  for  t«u  years  a  Constable  of  New 
11  ft    Huffalo  Township,  Berrien  Countj',  Mich., 
Qjfj  is  also  one  of  the  leading  general  farmers 

and  horticuituiislii  of  the  county,  and  is  widely 
known  as  a  man  of  high  business  ability  and  up- 
right character.  Mr.  Millard  has  been  a  dweller  in 
Berrien  County  for  over  a  quarter  ot  a  century, 
but  is  a  native  of  the  Empii-e  State,  and  was  born 
in  Allegany  County,  June  21, 1838.  His  parents 
were  William  C,  and  Polly  (Ripenbark)  Millard, 
life-time  residents  of  the  State  of  New  York,  where 
tiiey  commanded  high  respect  as  useful  and  in- 
dustrious citizens  and  descendants  ot  honored  an- 
cestry.    The  father  was  a  native  of  Berlin,  Rens- 


selaer County,  and  was  born  in  1798.  His  father, 
Elijah  Millard,  horn  in  Kliode  Island,  was  of 
English  and  Welsh  descent.  The  patei'nal  great- 
grandfather, Elijah,  was  a  native  of  England,  and 
having  resided  for  some  time  in  the  United  States 
returned  to  his  native  land  to  dispose  of  his  prop- 
erty, seven  business  blocks,  which  he  owned  in  the 
city  of  London,  but  upon  the  trip  across  was  lost 
at  sea.  The  father,  William  Millard,  was  a  man  of 
resolution  and  unusual  sti'cngth  of  character,  and 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  passing  to  his  rest  in  1874. 

The  excellent  mother,  likewise  a  native  of  Alle- 
gany County.  N.  Y.^  was  a  daughter  of  Adam 
and  Pha^be  (Sears)  Ripenbark,  and  was  i-cared,  ed- 
ucated and  married  in  lier  native  county,  and 
thei-e  passed  her  entire  life,  dying  in  tlie  home  of 
her  youth  in  1869.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Mr.  Ripenbark,  and  the  maternal  great-grandfather, 
Mr.  Seai-s,  both  served  with  courage  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  and  transmitted  to  their  descend- 
ants an  enviable  record  of  heroic  (tatriotism.  The 
father  and  motlier  of  our  subject  wore  the  parents 
of  three  children,  who  all  lived  to  adult  age.  An- 
drew J.  was  the  eldest-born  and  attained  to  man- 
hood in  the  old  Allegany  County  home.  He 
enjoyed  advantages  of  instruction  in  the  scliooS 
of  the  neighborhood,  and  was  early  trained  into 
habits  of  self  reliance  and  industry.  In  1863,  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Huldah 
Youngtove,  a  resident  of  the  Em|iire  State.  This 
estimable  lady  survived  her  marriage  about  eleven 
years  and  passed  away  in  1874.  She  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Emma,  the  eldest-born,  is  tlie  wife  of  .lohn 
Davis;  Lewis,  Mary  and  Warren  complete  the  sur- 
viving sons  and  daughters  who  once  gathered 
around  the  family  fireside. 

Mr.  Millard,  many  years  after  the  death  of  his 
first  companion,  again  entered  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony, and  upon  June  25,  1888,  married  Mi-s.  Car- 
rie (Hudson)  Whitford,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Betsey  Hudson,  and  a  native  of  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio.  The  parents  of  Mi-s,  Miliard  are  now  both 
deceased,  [lassing  to  their  rest  in  Ohio,  Our 
subject  emigrated  from  New  York  Stale  to  Michi- 
gan in  i867,andat  once  located  in  Berrien  County 
and  purchased  sixty  acres  ot  the  laud  he  now  owns. 
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To  this  tract  he  has  added  inilil  he  has  under  a 
liigli  state  of  cultivation  a  fine  farm  of  one  liun- 
(li-ed  and  thirty-eight  acres,  which  he  tias  Iiimself 
cleared  fvoin  heavy  timber  and  made  one  of  llie 
best  and  most  productive  pieces  of  farming  prop- 
erty in  this  locality.  The  homestead  is  likewise 
improved  with  excellent  buildings  and  an  attrac- 
tive residence,  and  presents  a  scene  of  thrift  and 
plenty.  Aside  from  grain  and  similar  products, 
quantities  of  berries  are  raised  upon  the  place, 
which  also  has  an  orchard  of  choice  fruit.  Polit- 
ically, Mr.  Millard  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Lincoln, 

lie  has  occupied  his  present  official  position  for 
a  half -score  of  years  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  by  whom  be  is  esteemed  as  a 
man  of  ability  and  a  liberal-spirited  and  progress- 
ive citizen.  Onr  subject  is  not  connected  by  mem- 
bership with  any  denomination,  but  his  good  father 
was  a  devout  Baptist,  and  the  mother  adhered  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Mr.  Millard  is  a  man  who  never  refuses  aid  to  any 
worthy  work,  religious  or  benevolent,  and  is  a 
sincere  friend  and  excellent  neighbor. 


fclLLlAM  R.  KIRBY.  Few  families  in  Vo- 
A\A/P  ''"'"  Township  have  a  higher  standing  tor 
V^  character,  ability  and  enterprise  than  the 
one  I'Cpresented  by  the  name  at  the  bead  of  this 
paragraph,  and  in  its  various  members  it  is  emi- 
nently worthy  of  the  respect  which  is  universally 
conceded  to  it.  He  ot  whom  we  write  is  a  native 
of  the  grand  old  Empire  State,  born  in  Otsego 
County  December  31,  1845,  to  the  marriage  of 
Key.  .John  and  Mary  . I,  (Rouse)  Kirby,  the  father 
a  native  of  Yorksliirc,  England,  born  July  30, 
1817,  and  the  mother  of  Columbia  C'ounly,N.Y., 
born  April  23,  1818. 

The  paternal  gi-andfatiiei-,  William  Kirby,  was 
also  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmerand  shepherd.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Bentley,  a  native  of  tliesame  place, 
and  shortly  afterwards  took  passage  for  America. 


This  was  in  I8'2(l,  and  he  rented  a  farm  near  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  the  same  year.  In  1846  he  came  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  the  township  east  of  Mareel- 
lus,  and  on  wild  land  which  he  improved,  and 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
death  occurred  in  1869,  and  his  wife  followed  him 
to  the  grave  in  1877.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  John, 
.lames,  Thomas  B.  and  Peter.  The  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 

Rev.  John  Kirby  was  but  a  cliild  when  brought 
to  America  by  his  parents,  and  he  grew  to  manhood 
in  New  York  State.  A  faireducation  was  received 
in  the  common  schools,  and  after  reaching  mature 
years  he  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  carpenter.  In 
October,  1839,  he  married  Miss  Rouse,  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  Jane  (Crippen)  Rouse,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  Rouse  was  a  farmer,  and  at  an  early  date  moved 
to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  He  passed  away  in  1863, 
and  she  in  1850.  Two  living  children  were  the 
only  fruits  of  their  union.  Mr.  Kirby  came  to 
Michigan  in  1846, settling  in  Flowerfield  Township. 
St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  followed  farming.  For 
some  time  he  was  troubled  with  the  ague,  but  re- 
mained there  for  eighteen  yeara  and  improved  a 
good  borne.  He  moved  to  Cass  County  in  18Cii 
and  settled  on  his  present  property.  He  carries 
on  farming  and  is  enterprising  and  progressive. 
He  was  ordained  on  the  5th  of  March,  1843,  as  a 
Baptist  minister,  and  performed  the  work  of  a  mis- 
sionary throughout  southwestern  Michigan. 

For  fourteen  years  he  was  pastor  of  Newbiirg 
church,  thirteen  years  pastor  of  Volinia  chui-ch. 
.ind  ten  years  pastor  of  Flowerfield  cliui-ch.  lie  is 
now  retired  from  active  work.  To  his  marriage 
were  bom  eleven  children,  seven  now  living: 
Mrs.  Jane  Chamberlain,  William  U.,  Belle  Ferris, 
Susan,  George  B,.  Rachel  A.  Gard  and  Allan,  All 
these  children  arc  well  educated,  A  stanch  Re- 
publican in  his  |ioiitical  views,  Mr.  Kirby  was  Su- 
pervisor of  Flowerfield  Township  seven  years,  and 
held  the  same  position  in  Volinia  Township  for 
four  years.     One  of  his  sons  has  taught  school. 

t)ur  subject,  who  is  the  eldest  son  born  to  his 
patents,  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Miehigan,  whither  the  parents  had  moved  in  1847, 
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and  attoadeil  sclioo!  m  St.  J  use  pi  i  County.  When 
twenty-one  yeara  of  iige  he  started  out  to  fight 
Ufc'a  l)atlles  for  himself,  and  titst  bought  land  in 
Olliiwa  County.  Theie  lie  remained  a  few  years, 
wiien  he  sold  oiitaud  moved  to  Cass  County.  This 
was  in  I860  and  tlic  county  was  well  covered  with 
timl>cr.  IIl'  purchased  eighty-four  acres  of  land, 
began  at  once  to  cieai-  and  make  improvements, 
and  now  li.is  eighty  acres  under  a  fine  state  of  ciiU 
tivntion.  He  built  a  line  residence  in  1876,  at  a 
eott  of  Sl,000,and  the  following  year  was  maiTied 
U>  Miss  May  Mack,  a  native  of  Tompkins  County, 
N.  v.,  born  in  1843.  Her  parents  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  18G3,  butare  now  deceased.  Mr.  Kirby  is 
a  Master  Miison  and  talics  a  deep  interest  in  the 
pr(igrcss  of  his  order.  He  seived  several  times  as 
AInslerof  the  same.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  fref|nenlly  been  adclegate  to  conventions. 
Helms  lieen  Township  Treasurer  for  two  years,  is 
Director  of  School  DistrictNo.  5,and  is  serving  liis 
twelfth  term  as  Township  Clerk. 


\lrN^  l,KAS.\NT  X.  ZANK,  .1  successful  genera! 

tj  Jji  agriculturist  and  leading  citizen  of  Cass 
^J*^    County,   Mich.,  is  a  native  of   the  State, 

{t  and  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township  No- 
vemlier  27,  1842.  [lis  parents.  Maxwell  and  Jane 
Korton  Zane,  were  well  known  in  the  county  and 
highly  respected  as  useful  and  upright  citizens. 
The  Internal  grandfather,  Isaac  Zane,  was  by  birth 
a  Southerner,  and  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  after- 
ward becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Ken- 
tucky. From  Kentucky  he  journeyed  to  Logan 
County.  Ohio,  and  theucc  proceeded  after  a  time 
to  tlie  wilds  of  Michigan,  and  in  1832  came  to 
Cas*  County,  where  he  died.  His  wife  survived 
him,  living  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four. 
The  children  who  gathered  iti  the  pioneer  home 
were  Isaac,  Kbenezer,  William,  Squire,  John,  Max- 
well, Catherine  aud  I^vina. 

Maxwell  Zane  was  born  in  Log.in  County,  Ohio, 
in  1806.     Having  attnined  to  manhood  and  mar- 


ried, he  in  1829,  with  his  wife,  made  their  home 
in  Michigan.  Their  property  was  transported  in 
a  wagon  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  cattle,  but  the  wife 
rode  the  entire  distance  on  a  pony.  They  located 
on  section  22,  Jefferson  Township,  and  were  eye- 
witnesses of  the  wonderful  changes  of  the  suc- 
ceeding years.  The  father  of  our  subject  served 
bravely  in  the  Sioux  War,  and  after  a  life  of  use- 
fulness died  iu  January,  1843. 

Maxwell  Zane  was  an  energetic  man  and  had 
well  tilled  the  land  he  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment, a  greater  part  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  being  cleared  and  liiglily  improved.  He  was 
a  religious  man  and  active  in  tlie  church,  being 
a  member  of  the  "Hard-shell"  I^ptists.  His  two 
children  are  Nancy  Monroe  and  Pleasant  N, 
Two  are  deceased,  Philander  R.  and  Rachel.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  yet  surviving,  is  a  native 
of  Logan  County,  Ohio,  and  was  l)orn  December 
.'),  1807.  She  married  Josiah  Lumpkin,  now  de- 
ceased. Although  advanced  in  years,  she  is  well 
and  hearty  and  keeps  house,  residing  by  hei-self. 
Slic  is  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Norton,  who  emi- 
grated from  North  Cai-olina  to  Ohio  about  1805. 
From  the  Buckeye  State  the  Nortons  removed  to 
Michigan  in  1828.  Mr.  Norton  [lasscd  away  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three,  but  his  wife  survived 
him  three  years  later,  lie  left  three  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Pleasant,  Richard,  I^vi,  Jane  and 
Mahala.  Reared  upon  a  farm,  our  subject  w:is 
early  trained  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  lit 
attended  the  district  school  aud  received  instruc- 
tion in  various  other  institutions  in  Hillsdale 
and  Kalamazoo,  but  was  not  fond  of  study,  pre- 
ferring work, 
j  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  Mr,  Zane  made 
the  overland  trip  to  California,  and  drove  through 
from  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  to  the  Golden  State,  be- 
ing four  months  and  sixteen  days  on  the  jour- 
ney. He  returned  home  in  about  nine  months, 
making  the  trip  eastward  by  water.  He  lias  since 
farmed  continuously  upon  his  two  hundred  .-intl 
sixteen  acres,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  hIucIi 
comprise  a  jMirt  of  his  father's  old  humeslead. 
Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
ertlcieutly  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  township. 
He  cast  his  first  vote   for    Seymour.     Fraternally, 
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Mr.  Zane  is  a  valued  menibev  of  tlie  Indeijendent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  with  wliich  society  he  lins 
long  atniiated.  Our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage ill  December,  1866,  witli  Miss  Addic  Tiel^ 
sort,  born  in  Cassopolis  and  the  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Julia  (Fisher)  Tietsoil,  early  residents  of  Cass 
.  County.  The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mi-s. 
Zane  has  been  blessed  by  llie  birth  of  one  son, 
Frank,  a  promising  young  man,  a  telegraph  oper- 
ator. Our  subject  and  bis  estimable  wife  enjoy 
the  regard  of  a  large  acquaintance,  and  are  fore- 
most in  the  good  work  and  social  enterprise  of 
their  home  locality. 


-^^II'®®!^^^- 


MBURGET  DES  VOIGNES.     The  foueer  of 
g,  a  lawyer  is  a  succession    of  contests,   and 
^  the  successes  made   in    the  Icjjal  field  arc 

probably  more  than  in  any  other  calling  in  life 
examples  of  the  "survival  of  the  fittest."  To 
l(ccome  distinguished  at  the  Bar  requires  not  only- 
capacity,  but  also  sound  judgraeot  nnd  jwi-severing 
industry,  and  these  qualities  arc  admirably  com- 
bined in  L.  Burget  Des  Voignes.  This  gentleman 
was  born  at  Mt.  Eaton,  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
October  1 4,  1857,  the  son  of  Louis  A.  Des  Voignes, 
and  the  grandson  of  Peter  Des  Voignes,  who  was 
a  native  of  Berne,  Switzerland.  The  latter  wan  a 
dry-goods  merchant  in  his  native  city,  and  was  a 
man  of  excellent  judgment  and  good  business 
methods.  His  three  sons  were  named  Augustus, 
Jules  and  Louis.  Mr.  Des  Voignes,  with  his  wife 
and  three  sons,  came  to  America  in  1844,  and 
located  at  Mt.  Eaton,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  boot  and  shoe  business.  Upon  settling  in  this 
country  he  became  a  Whig 
Republican.  He  was  a  mt 
Cliurch,and  died  in  1861,  ii 
that  church. 

Louis  A.  Des  Voignes,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
bom  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  and  was  eleven  ycai-s  of 
age  when  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  "  land  of  the 
fi-ee."  He  grew  to  ni.inliood  in  Mt.  Eaton,  but 
when  twelve  years  of  age  started  lo  work  in  a 
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store.  Later  in  life  he  and  his  two  brothers 
bought  the  building  and  stock,  and  in  1855  Mr. 
Des  Voignes  was  married  to  Miss  Sovilla  A.  Mess- 
ner,  who  was  tlie  daughter  of  John  Messner,  of 
Mt.  Eaton,  Ohio.  Tiie  latter  was  a  farmer  of  that 
county,  but  in  addition  was  also  engaged  as  a  coal 
dealer.  Mr.  Des  Voignes  resided  at  Mt.  Kuton 
until  1862  or  1863,  when  he  was  burned  out  of 
house  and  home  by  the  rebels.  He  entered  the 
service  when  Morgan  was  making  liis  raid  through 
Ohio,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Mendon,  Mich., 
where  be  clerked  in  a  stoi-e  for  five  yeare.  After 
this  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  some 
seven  yeare.  He  is  now  residing  at  Mendon, 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life,  and  has  been 
a  resident  of  that  city  for  many  years.  The 
mother  died  on  the  20th  of  July,  1887. 

The  original  of  this  notice  received  his  early 
educational  traiding  in  the  schools  of  Mendon, 
Midi.,  graduating  from  the  Iligli  School  in  1876. 
After  graduating  he  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  otlice  of  Hon.  O.  J.  Fast,  a  noted  lawyer  of 
.SL  Josepli  County  and  State  Senator.  In  1877 
i\lr.  Des  Voignes  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  St. 
.Iose(>h  County,  but  the  same  year  lie  entered  the  law 
school  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1878.  After  finishing  he  came  to  Mar- 
cellus,  began  practicing  his  profession,  and  has 
been  located  here  ever  since.  He  is  a  most  capable 
member  of  his  profession,  and  is  a  highly  reputable 
citizen.  In  the  year  1880  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Allie  M.  Clapp,  a  native  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mich.,  and  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Clapp,  of  Mendon, 
that  county.  She  was  reared  and  educated  in  that 
town,  and  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  culture. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  our  subject  and  wife, 
Jules  Verne  Des  Voignes.  Mr.  Des  Voignes  Is  an 
active  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  held 
the  office  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  from 
1888  to  1891.  From  the  latter  date  until  1893  he 
was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  county.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  five 
years,  was  a  member  of  the  Village  Council  for 
three  years,  and  was  Town  Attorney  for  thirteen 
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tral  Committeu  in  188(1.  His  leiiuUition  «s  an 
uiatoi-  is  wt'll  known.  In  1880  he  was  a  delegate 
lo  Die  .State  convention  and  was  i  delegate  in 
1881,  1888  und  IH92  A  memboi  (f  the  County 
I!e|iiibliu)in  Committee  lie  has  bet.n  au  active 
worker  for  his  parly  ind  is  one  of  tlic  hist  men 
of  the  coiintv-  Ho  has  shown  hl^)  a[  pieciation  of 
secret  organ izal ions  by  becoming  a  Maaon  (Royil 
Ardi)  and  n  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythn^ 
He  |>raetires  in  all  the  State  and  Federal  courts  of 
Itie  county,  and  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  and 
|ioj)iilar  Inwyers  in    western  Michigan. 


Ci  If/  T.  LKCKIK,  an  enleri>risitig  business  man 
\ilJli  "'"'  P'*!'"'"''  "'^s'deiil  of  Dowagiac,  Cass 
'V^  County,  Midi,,  is  profitably  engaged  in 
tbe  jewelry  trade,  handling  in  his  store  a  full  line 
of  goods  siiili'd  to  the  demands  of  his  locality. 
Mr.  Leckie  is  a  native,  of  the  city  of  Detroit  and 
was  born  October  4,  1867.  He  was  the  only  child 
of  his  parents,  John  F.  and  Margaret  (Nevin) 
I.eckie.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  but 
the  paternal  gran d|Ta rents,  early  realizing  the 
broader  opportunities  offered  to  their  children 
in  tlie  land  of  promise  beyond  the  sea,  deter- 
mined to  emigrate  to  America,  and  came  with 
their  sons  and  daughters  to  this  country  when 
Jolin  Leekie  was  only  a  child.  The  Leckies  at 
first  located  in  Ontario,  Canada,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Detroit,  settling  in  that  part  ot  the 
United  States  in  about  the  year  185S).  By  pro- 
fession the  father  of  our  subject  was  a  mechanical 
engineer.  He  bad  enjoyed  an  excellent  practical 
education  and  was  also  thoroughly  versed  in  all 
llie  requirements  of  his  profession.  The  mother's 
family,  the  Nevins,  were  long-time  residents  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  were  among  the  leading 
and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  New  York. 
Our  subject  was  but  a  little  lad  of  five  years  of 
age  when  he  made  his  home  in  .laekson,  Mich., 
living  with  an  uncle,  and,  as  soon  as  ohl  enough, 
attending  the  excellent  public  schools  of  the  city. 


He  received  a  good  practical  education  and  was 
yet  in  early  youth  when  he  learned  the  jeweler's 
trade  with  G.  G.  Case, a  leading  merchant  of  Jack- 
son. Mr.  Leckie  subsequently  worked  at  his  trade 
in  (Jieenville,  Michigan  City  and  Jackson.  In 
May,  1892.  he  settled  permanently  in  Dowagiac, 
and  opened  tlie  business  wiiich  he  now  success- 
fullv  conducts  During  the  comparatively  brief 
time  of  1  IS  tesidence  in  his  present  locality,  Mr 
I  eckie  I  wt  identified  himself  with  the  social  and 
business  inteiests  of  the  city,  and  is  already  num- 
beied  inion^  the  public-spirited  citizens  of  tbe 
count\  Politically,  he  isasturdy  Democrat,  and, 
well  posted  in  local  and  national  affairs,  is  thor- 
oughl\  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  party.  A 
VOUHp,  nun  ot  earnest  purpose,  fully  alive  to  the 
nced«  of  the  hour,  he  realizes  the  importance  of 
local  piogiesa  ind  improvement,  and  is  ever  ready 
tc  assist  111  ill  matters  of  mutual  welfare. 

Ml  Leckie  Is  fraternally  associated  with  various 
societies  bting  i  member  of  Masonic  IjOdge  No. 
214  it  Don i^iac,  and  the  National  Union ,  of 
Dowagiac.  He  is  also  a  valued  member  of  Jackson 
Lodge,  K.  P.,  and  is  also  connected  with  the 
Uniformed  Hank  of  that  order  in  Jackson.  Our 
subject  is  likewise  a  member  of  Camp  No.  1167, 
M.  \V.  A.,  at  Dowagiac,  and  aHiliales  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Dowagiac.  Well  and 
favorably  known  in  these  orders,  and  a  young 
man  of  excellent  business  attaininctit  and  high  so- 
cial position,  Mr.  Leckie,  already  occupying  with 
ability  a  position  of  usefulness  and  intluencc,  has 
a  bright  future  before  liiin,  and,  tiuc  to  his  past 
record,  cannot  fail  to  win  the  battle  of  life. 


i^^-^ 


jlLLlAM  BURRUS,  a.leading  general  agri- 
culturist of  Buchanan  Township,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  born  in  Preble  County, 
Ohio,  August  19,  1826,  has  spent  his  cnlii-e  life, 
with  the  exception  of  his  earliest  days  of  boyhood, 
among  the  changing  si«iies  of  his  present  loetilily, 
and  has  for  iitty-seven  ycai-s  been  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  progressive  interests  of  the  State, 


Hosted  by 


Google 


474 


PORTRAIT  AND  BICKJRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Our  suhject  is  tlie  fifth  child  of  Uie  eiglit  sons  and 
daughters  born  unto  Kdwin  and  Sallie  (Wilson) 
BiirruB,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  Keared,  edu- 
cstcd  and  married  in  tlie  Old  iJominion,  tiic  par- 
ents resolved  to  try  tlieir  fortunes  in  another  State, 
and  on  horseback  journeyed  to  Oliio,  bringing 
with  them  in  their  saddle-bngs  tJieir  limited  pos- 
sessions. They  crosse<I  the  mountains  and  came 
to  i'reblc  County,  and,  arriving  safe  .and  sound, 
made  their  home  in  that  fertile  district.  In  1836, 
they  again  changed  their  locality,  then  emigrating 
with  their  family  to  Michigan,  Willi  the  excep- 
tion of  the  two  eldest,  their  children  were  ali  born 
in  Ohio,  the  Burrus  family  being  a  large  addition 
to  the  population  of  Bertrand  Township,  which 
they  selected  for  their  abiding-place. 

During  the  first  year  the  -father  farmed  on 
rented  land  near  where  Dayton  now  stands.  He 
purchased  the  second  year  sixty  acres  of  wild  land, 
u|»oH  which  he  built  a  hewn-log  house,  and,  hav- 
ing provided  a  shelter  for  wife  and  children,  next 
set  himself  resolutely  to  work  clearing  the  land 
and  cultivating  the  soil,  which  in  due  time  re- 
warded him  with  a  bounteous  harvest.  The  years 
passed  on,  and  in  1850  tiie  mother  sickened  and 
dieit,  and  within  the  same  year,  a  few  montlis  af- 
ter, the  father  rested  from  his  labors.  Harmonious 
in  life,  they  were  not  long  divided  by  death, 

or  the  children  who  gathered  around  the  fire- 
side of  the  old  home,  but  three  now  survive. 
•Tames  is  deceased;  Martha  is  the  widow  of  J.  P. 
Martin;  John  is  deceased;  Nancy, deceased,  married 
itcnton  Phillips;  Julia  A.  is  the  wife  of  Nathaniel 
Hamilton;  WiMiam  is  our  subject;  and  Albert  and 
]>inah  are  deceased.  Reared  upon  a  farm,  our 
subject  shared  the  experiences  of  the  pioneer  daj-s 
and  grew  up  to  manhood  a  self-i-eliant  and  indus- 
trious youth,  ready  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  and 
win  his  upward  way.  He  had  received  instruc- 
tion in  the  little  primitive  school  of  his  home  dis- 
trict and,  familiar  with  the  daily  round  of  fann- 
ing duties,  at  twenty-one  years  began  the  pursuit 
of  .igriculture  upon  his  own  account.  When 
twe:ity-three  years  of  age,  William  Burrus  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Mclntire, 
daughter  of  Wilham  and  Sardi  (Furson)  Mcln- 
tire,    X'he  father  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Burrus,  well- 


known  residents  of  Ohio,  had  emigral«d  from  the 
Buckeye  State  to  Michigan  in  1835,  in  which  year 
Mr.  Mclntire  went  to  work  in  a  mill  beyond  Niles. 
The  country  was  at  that  time  sjmisely  settled, 
homes  were  few  and  far  between,  and  no  goods 
for  household  use  could  be  gotten  nearer  than 
Niles,  then  a  small  village.  Mr,  Mclntire  pre- 
empted his  land  from  the  Government,  and  to  his 
deed  is  appended  the  signature  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
then  President  of  the  United  Stales.  The  land, 
one  hun^^l■ed  and  sixty  acres,  cost  its  owner  *1.25 
per  acre.  Mrs.  Mclntire  was  the  lirst  woman  who 
made  butter  for  sale  in  her  locality,  a  fact  well  re- 
membered by  Mrs.  Burrus.  The  first  lioiise  built 
upon  the  old  farm  was  m.ido  of  round  logs,  and 
during  the  fii-st  winter  it  had  neither  floor  nor 
chimney,  but  nevertheless  the  pioneer  family  lived 
and  prospered.  Mrs.  Mclntire,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  1809,  died  in  1850,  and  after  her  demise 
her  husband  sold  his  farm  and  located  west  of  liu- 
cliaiian,  and  later  settled  northwest  of  the  same 
place,  where  he  continued  to  reside  the  remainder 
of  his  d.iys. 

Born  in  Pennsylvania,  this  upright  man  and  en- 
terprising pioneer  had  pas.sed  twenty  years  of  his 
life  in  Berrien  County  when  he  died,  regretted  by 
all  who  knew  him,  October  25,  1856.  Of  the  nine 
childien  who  had  blessed  the  Mclntire  home,  one 
died  in  infancy;  Betheny  is  deceased;  Lansel  re- 
sides in  Denver,  Colo.;  Mary  A.  is  now  Mrs.  Bur- 
rus; Joseph  N.  died  in  Kansas  in  188!!;  John  D., 
one  of  the  first  volunteers  from  Iowa,  died  in  the 
service  of  tlie  Union  in  1863  or  1864;  Joel  F.  re- 
sides in  Maysville,  Colo.;  Wilfiam  S.  volunteered 
in  1862  in  a  Missouri  regiment,  and,  a  non-com- 
missioned officer,  died  after  tliree  montlis'  faithful 
service;  Samuel  W.  isa  residentof  Iowa;  and  Jen- 
nie is  the  wife  of  Frank  Howe,  of  Sialem,  Ore. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  numbered 
among  the  descendants  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Berrien  County,  have  reared  their  children  to 
jives  of  usefulness:  John  is  a  prosperous  farm- 
er of  Buchanan  Township;  t)rvilla  is  the  wife 
of  Merville  Alvord,  and  lives  in  Kansas;  Lin- 
coln is  a  well-known  resident  of  Berti'and  Town- 
ship; Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Bennett  Peters,  of 
Hammond,  Ind.;   Mary  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Phil- 
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Ii|)a,  and  is  at  lioiiie  in  tlio  townsliiii.  Olive  8. 
nnd  Fntnk  E.  co-nplotc  tlie  list  of  Ijrolliej's  and 
sistei-s  who  have  briglitciied  tlie  home.  The 
year  succeeding  their  marriage,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hor- 
riis  spent  upon  the  old  Biuius  farm,  but  in  1852 
Umy  located  upon  a  ti-act  of  forty  ncios,  a  part  of 
tlie  present  homestead  of  two  hundred  and  five 
atjrc:!,  one  hundred  and  lifty  of  whioli  are  under  a 
high  stale  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  a 
handsome  and  commodious  residence,  immense 
barns  and  other  substantial  buildings.  Iteside 
this  magniticeut  farm,  one  of  the  linest  pieces  of 
piotwrty  in  the  township,  Mr.  Knrrus  has  other 
landed  jKissessions,  and  has  through  thrift  and  su- 
l>crior  business  attainments  achieveda  comfortable 
competence.  Our  subject,  aside  from  the  tilling  of 
the  soil,  devotes  much  of  his  attention  to  breeding 
Norman  horees  of  a  higli  grade,  and  handles  some 
of  the  best  stock  in  llerrien  County. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Burrus  has  long  been  connected 
with  the  Ancient  Free  A  Accepted  Masons,  afBlia- 
ting  with  Lodge  No.  68,  at  Buehannn,  and  is  also 
a  member  of  tlie  (Jrangc,  as  is  likewise  Mre.  Bur- 
ins. Our  subject  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
local  and  national  affairs,  and.  a  man  of  sound 
judgment,  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  matters  of  mutual  welfare,  and  has 
held  with  elHciency  many  important  public  posi- 
tions of  trust,.  occu|>ying  and  faithfully  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  various  township  offices. 


&ENBV  FINKGAN,  a  farmer  and  frniU 
'  grower  residing  in  St.  .lose])h,  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father  in  this  city, 
March  IC,  1842.  His  father,  Patrick,  was 
Itorn  in  Ihiblin,  Ireland,  while  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Margaret  Sage,  was  a  native  of 
Edinburgh,  Scotland.  Both  emigrated  to  the  United 
Stites  when  quite  young,  and,  coming  to  Michi- 
gan, were  united  in  marnage  at  .St.  .loseph.  After- 
ward they  commenced  housekeeping  on  a  twenty- 
acre  tract  purchased  by  Mr,  FInegan.  In  addition 
23 


to  his  farming  pursuits,  he  followed  the  trade  of 
a  wagon-maker,  doing  a  fair  business  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  built  the  first  pile-driver  used  on 
the  St.  Joseph  Docks,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river. 

From  the  lime  he  came  to  Michigan  (ISSC) 
until  tlie  date  of  his  demise  (188it),  Mr.  Finegan, 
Sr.,  continued  actively  engaged  as  a  farmer,  fruit- 
grower and  wagon-maker,  lie  was  a  man  of  positive 
convictions  and  was  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of 
the  principles  advocated  by  the  Democratic  party, 
in  Ills  rcligiDUS  belief  he  adhered  to  the  faith  of 
his  forefatliurs  and  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  I  ndustrious  and  energetic,  while 
he  never  gained  great  wealth,  he  acquired  a  com- 
petence and  surrounded  his  family  with  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  He  was  a  widower  for  many 
years  prior  to  his  demise,  his  wife  having  died  in 
1851. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  four  children.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  si^hools  of  St.  Joseph,  and  in  his  youth 
assisted  his  father  both  in  the  wagon  shop  and  on 
the  farm.  Ijpon  attaining  his  majority,  he  became 
a  sailor  on  the  Lakes,  on  Imals  running  between 
Chicago  and  Buffalo,  and  continued  his  seafaring 
life  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  At  the  time  of 
the  great  tire  in  Chicago,  in  October,  1871,  he 
joined  the  Governor's  Guard  at  Springfield,  III. 
The  company  boarded  the  train  on  Monday  at 
Springfield  and  made  a  fast  run  to  Chicago,  wlierc 
the  company  was  placed  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Sheridan.  Mr.  Finegan  and  his  company 
were  stationed  on  the  North  Side,  and  remained 
on  duty  six  days.  He  then  returned  to  St.  Jo- 
seph, where  for  eight  years  he  followed  the  trade 
of  a  painter.  Being  of  an  economical  disposition, 
he  saved  his  earnings  and  invested  them  in  eighty 
acres  of  land,  located  seven  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  the  city  of  St.  Joseph,  in  Royalton 
Townsliij).  It  is  choice  land  and  in  n  high  state 
of  cultivation,  well  adapted  to  raising  fine  grades 
of  fruits.  He  still  owns  the  old  homestead  of 
twenty  acres,  a  part  of  which  he  platted  and  laid 
out  in  town  lots,  selling  at  a  fair  profit,  but  re- 
serving cnougli  to  innke  a  comfortiable  home- 
stead, 
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fn  1889  Mr.  Finegan  married  Mra.  Marlha  J. 
Griffith,  the  widow  of  ffcnry  Griffith.  Slie  was  the 
daughter  of  Jamiss  and  Deborah  (Cwlwell)  Halt, 
natives  respecti vel y  of  Connecticut  and  New 
Tork  Slate.  Her  imrents  were  married  in  Otsego 
County,  and  later  removed  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Hillsdale  County,  where  \x>iU  died,  the  fa- 
ther in  I«43,  and  the  motlier  in  1886.  Mrs.  Fin- 
cgan  by  her  fii-st  marriage  had  three  children: 
William,  Alma  and  Flora.  In  his  political  belief 
Mr.  Finegan  is  a  Republican  and  lakes  an  active 
interest  in  local  elections,  always  working  with 
hearty  enthusiasm  on  behalf  of  the  candidates  of 
hisclioson  |iarty. 


<i\  4>ILL[  AM  VAN  NESS.  One  of  the  pioneer 
\/Ji  f"™'''^*  "^  ^"^  Conuty  is  that  of  which 
^^  our  subject  is  an  honored  inembev.  His 
entii-e  life  has  been  passed  in  Howard  Township, 
and  he  was  born  Oclober  20,  1855,  npon  the 
farm  on  section  35,  where  he  now  makes  iiis  borne. 
Having  chosen  for  his  business  in  life  the  occupa- 
tion of  agriculture,  he  has  bent  hisenergies  toward 
securing  the  very  best  i>ossible  results  from  the 
land  which  lie  cultivates.  H  is  a  matter  of  gen- 
eral comment  that  his  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  vicinity,  and  its  splendid  cultivation  ia  largely 
due  to  his  keen  judgment  and  unwearied  industry. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  VVillinni  Vau  Ness, 
Sr.,  was  born  and  reared  in  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y,,  be- 
ing the  son  of  John  Van  Ness,  a  New  Yorker,  who 
traced  his  ancestry  to  Holland.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  bore  the  maidcu  name  of  Arietta  Lee, 
and  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Empire  State,  be- 
ing the  daughter  of  Roderick  Lee.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  married  in  New  York,  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  1844,  locating  in  Howard 
Township,  Oaas  County,  on  the  farm  whei-e  Will- 
iam, Jr.,  now  lives.  Tlii're  were  no  improvements 
upon  the  place  at  that  time,  and  Mr.  Van  Ness  lost 
no  time  in  erecting  a  log  lioiise  for  the  aecommo- 
drttion  of  Ins  witu  and  cliiidreu.  He  iiad  com- 
menced   the   work  of  improving  and  cultivating 


the  land,  and  had  reaped  t 
when  his  useful  life  was  suddenly  terminated  at 
the  age  of  ihirty-soven  years.  His  widow  survived 
him  for  many  yeare,  and  at  tbc  time  of  her  demise 
had  attained  to  the  .idvauced  age  of  sixty-three. 

In  a  family  consisting  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  our  subject  is  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  in 
his  boyhood  attended  the  district  school,  where  he 
gainedaknowledgeoftlie three  R's.  Iliscducation, 
however,  miiy  be  mainly  attributed  to  self-culture, 
and  has  been  gained  principally  through  experi- 
ence and  observation,  lie  remained  a  bachelor 
until  about  thirty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Gerbericli, 
the  ceremony  l>cing  [>erformed  April  14,  1887. 
Mrs.  Van  Ness  was  born  in  Cass  County, and  U  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Catherine  (Miller)  Gerbe- 
rich,  both  natives  of  J^banon  County,  Va.  Tlie 
only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Ness  is  Mary,  a 
bright  and  intelligent  child  three  years  of  age. 

Cpon  the  old  family  homestead,  which  consists 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  Mr.  Van  Nesscon- 
ducts  a  genenil  farming  and  stock-raising  business. 
A  Republican  in  his  party  proclivities,  he  has  oc- 
cupied one  of  the  school  uHlccs  since  he  w.is  twen- 
ty-one. He  WHS  nominated  on  the  party  ticket  in 
1893  for  the  position  of  .Supervisor  of  Howard 
Township,  but  was  defcat*;d  by  a  small  majority. 
In  his  social  connections,  he  is  identified  with  Kd- 
wardsbuigb  Tent  No.  729,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  of  which 
he  is  a  charter  member,  and  now  occupies  the 
position  of  Chaplain. 


yl^  ANSF  MADISON.  The  greateommoii  cnr- 
'"^  rier,  the  ijon  horse,  has  placed  every  human 
creature  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 
(^  incomparable  favor  of  distributingthegifls 
of  the  ground  all  over  the  country;  thus  iiermit- 
ting  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan  and  surrounding 
States  to  share  with  the  Michigander  in  the  early 
yield  of  fi'iiit  and  vegetables.  The  fruit  industry 
in  the  .State  above  mentioned  h^  a  no^e*!  repre- 
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seiitalive  in  llaiiso  fllmlison,  whose  fertile  farm  of 
forty  atn'cs  is  lie  voted  to  the  culture  of  small  I'riiils. 
So  iiilelli^eiit  is  Ins  niitiiagciiieiit  oF  this  l»nd,  so 
industrious  are  Ins  habits,  so  indefatigable  are  liis 
utfoi'tis,  and  so  pushing  ;uid  enterprising  is  he,  that 
he  has  fuund  the  business  liighlj'  prulitabie  fjoiii  a 
monetary  point  of  view,  as  woll  as  agreeable  to  his 
tast«s. 

Mr,  Madison  owes  his  nativity  to  Denmark, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  I61I1  of  August,  1834, 
his  parents  being  Madison  and  Dora  (Johnson) 
Madison,  both  of  whom  iver*;  born,  reared  and 
spent  their  lives  in  tiieir  native  land  of  Denmark, 
in  which  sea-girt  land  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  brought  up,  lie  was  given  guoil  advaiitogcs 
for  acquiring  an  education,  and  obtained  a  practi- 
cal knowledge  of  the  common  branches.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years  he  decided  to  seek  his 
fortune  across  the  ocean,  and  tliitber  lie  repaired 
in  1859.  Almost  immediately  after  landing  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Berrien  County, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Heconnnenced 
life  on  a  foreign  soil  with  very  little  means,  but 
Ids  tastes  were  never  luxurious,  and  he  had  been 
brought  up  to  know  the  value  of  money  and  the 
virtue  of  earnest  and  persistent  effort,  so  he  laboi-ed 
patiently,  and  by  rigid  economy  soon  began  tosee 
an  improvement  in  his  circumstances,  lie  has 
owned  and  cleared  a  number  of  farms,  besides  do- 
ing much  work  in  the  same  line  for  othere,  and 
now  has  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  which,  though  small, 
is  amply  sufficient  to  keep  him  fully  occupied  dur- 
ing the  fruit  season.  Besides  this  tr.ict  he  has  five 
acres  in  addition,  which  he  has  in  fruit.  This  land 
is  located  about  six  and  a-half  miles  from  St, 
.loscpli.  in  addition  to  this  he  rentsanother  tract 
ot  twenly-six  acres,  which  is  in  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation,  and  together  thoy  yield  a  sufficient 
income  to  meet  all  his  modest  requirements. 

In  186D  he  wisely  concluded  that  it  was  not 
good  for  man  to  live  alone,  and  he  accordingly 
wooed  and  won  for  his  wife  Miss  Mary  Johnson, 
a  native  of  .Sweden,  who  has  proven  to  him  a  help- 
mate Indeed  in  his  struggles  to  gain  acoinpetency. 
They  have  an  interesting  family  of  five  children. 
who  are  as  follows:  Lewis  Alfred,  who  married 
Clara  H,  Strul'injf,   and  lives  in  Iowa;  Andrew; 


Minnie  I...  wife  of  William  11,  Rrunki-;  Anna 
M.iy  and  llullie  I,.  Mr.  Madison  is  much  inter- 
ested in  the  calling  which  he  follows,  is  well  posted 
on  the  subjecl,  and  therefore  is  successful.  He 
is  ft  member  of  the  Itcrrien  County  Farmers'  Mu- 
tual I''ire  insurance  Company,  and  since  becoiiiing 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  lias  l>een 
a  I{e|iublic-an  in  his  political  views,  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  being  cast  for  U.  S.  firant.  His  par- 
ents were  eaniest  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 


llmi  -'^^''■'^'  '*■  ^^^^^-  ^»  the  spring  of  1861, 
///  ll\  """^"{1  those  who  came  to  Berrien  County 
III  li:  with  the  intention  of  establishing  perma- 
*  nent  homes,  was  the  subject  of   this  bio- 

gi-aphical  notice.  Arriving  here,  he  located  on 
forty  acres  on  section  12,  Watervliet  Township, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  devoting  hio  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  .is  well  as  his  trade 
of  a  mason.  Mr.  Coon  was  born  in  Stafford,  Gen- 
esee County,  S.  V.,  August  S,  182-1,  his  parents 
being  Conrad  and  Charity  (Vrooman)  Coon. 

The  |)aternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  .John 
Coon,  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  1',,  and 
was  one  of  those  valieut  men  who  left  home  and 
loved  ones  to  fight  for  independence.  lie  served 
with  distinguished  bravery  under  Gen.  Washing- 
ton, and  endured  the  terrible  liardships  of  the  win- 
ter at  Valley  Forge,  At  the  close  of  the  war  lie 
returned  to  his  farm  in  Schoharie  County,  wliei-c 
he  remained  extensively  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits until  he  was  called  from  earth.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Holland  and  had  emigi-atcd  to 
America  at  a  period  quite  early  in  the  history  of 
the  Colonies. 

Conrad  Coon,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
SSchoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  January,  1794,  and 
was  there  reared  to  manhood,  his  educational  ad- 
vant:iges  being  quite  limited  In  bebtuary,  1«13, 
lie  married  Miss  Charity  Vrooman,  ind  m  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  removed  to  stiffoid,  Genesee 
County,  where  he  jiurchased  L[glit\  aciea  and  de- 
voted his  attention  to  their  improvtmeiit     He  par- 
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ticipiited  in  tbc  War  of  1812  with  a  bravery  and 
loyalty  equal  to  that  cliaracterizing  liis  father. 
In  1833  he  sold  his  property  in  the  Knnpire  State 
and  removed  to  Painesvillc,  Ohio,  where  he  pur- 
chased one  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
and  another  of  one  hundred  acres.  His  death  oc- 
(jnrred  January  18,  1840.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  prior  to  his  demise.  May  3,  1836.  They 
were  devoted  membei-s  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  was  a  Class-leader.  Politi- 
cally, lie  was  a  IJcmoerat,  and  socially  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Maria, 
David,  Charles,  Manly  B.,  Stisan,  Mary,  I.ydia  and 
Louisa.  They  also  had  an  adopted  son,  William 
Perkins. 

On  his  mother's  side,  our  subject  li-aces  his  an- 
cestry to  -lohn  Vrooman,  who  emigrated  from  Hol- 
land to  the  United  States  and  made  settlement  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  His  son,  Bartholomew 
Vrooman,  was  born  in  that  county  and  served  for 
seven  yeai-s  in  tlie  Revolutionary  War,  being  with 
Gen.  Washington  at  Princeton  and  Valley  Forge. 
He  afterward  settled  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  became  an  extensive  farmer,  and  tor  a 
time  was  very  prosperous,  but  failed  through  en- 
dorsing tlie  notes  of  Albany  merchants  who  failed. 
In  1813  he  moved  overland  to  Concord,  Ijike 
Connty,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  and  improved  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  His  death  occurred 
about  1838,  at  llie  age  of  eighty-four.  Unto  him 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah 
MaUice,  were  born  the  foUowingchildrcn:  Charity, 
Polly,  Frederick,  Susan,  Bartholomew,  Daniel, 
David,  .Tames,  Heury,  Fannie,  Nancy,  Clinienaand 
Scriber.  The  mother  was  an  educated  and  refined 
lady  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  The  children  all  reached  mature  yeare, 
married  and  reared  families.  The  eldest  of  the 
number  was  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  birth 
occurred  iu  Sharon,  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y, 

Passing  liis  boyhood  in  an  uneventful  manner 
on  the  old  homestead,  our  subject  commenced  to 
learn  the  mason's  trade  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  This 
lie  has  followed  over  since,  and  lias  gained  such 
proficiency  at  the  trade  tli.at  he  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  skilled  ivorkmen    in   the  county.     He 


resided  in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  until  1860,  wiien 
he  removed  to  Van  Burcn  County,  and  there  op- 
orated  as  a  renter  for  four  years,  engaging  in  the 
tilling  of  the  soil  during  that  lime.  In  the  spring 
of  18fi4  he  located  on  forty  aci-es  on  section  12,' 
Watervliet  Township,  and  here  he  has  since  made 
bis  home.  He  is  one  of  the  influential  men  of  his 
community,  is  a  leader  in  the  Democratic  party 
and  has  held  a  number  of  township  offices. 

April  24,  1849,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Coon  to  Miss  Almira  Chapin,  who  was  horn  near 
Bellows  Falls,  Vt.,  being  the  daughter  of  Calvin 
and  Deborah  (Tcnncy)  Cliapin,  natives  of  New 
Hampsliire.  Mr.  Clmpiii  was  of  Knglish  descent, 
and  followed  the  trade  of  a  stone-mason  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Concord  Township,  Ijike 
Connty,  Oliio.  In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Univei'salist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coon  have  been  tlie 
parents  of  sis  cliildrcn:  Cliarles  M.;  Emnm,  Mi's. 
■liilius  Stickney,  deceased;  George  H.;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Orange  Ilutchins;  Frank  C.  and  Coial   M. 


j^s^lLAS  H.  THOMAS.  Personal  popularity. 
^^^  it  cannot  be  denied,  results  largely  from 
IJI/JB  the  industry,  perseverance  and  close  atten- 
tion to  business  which  a  |iei-son  displays 
in  the  management  of  tlie  different  occupations  in 
wViich  he  engages.  In  t!ie  case  of  Mr.  Thouia.s 
this  is  particularly 'true,  for  he  lias  adhered  so 
closely  to  farming  and  the  stock-i-aising  induslry 
that  high  esteem  has  been  placed  upon  him,  He 
is  a  typical  Michigan  farmer,  enterprising  and 
progressive,  and  such  a  man  as  wields  no  small  in- 
fluence in  the  community  whore  lie  makes  his 
home. 

Sir.  Thomas  was  born  in  Grant  County,  Ind., 
May  14,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarali 
(Bogue)  Thomas,  natives  respectively  of  South  and 
North  Carolina.  The  grandfather,  Elijah  Tlionias, 
was  born  in  the  Palmetto  Stale  and  was  of  Welsli 
descent.  At  an  early  date  he  moved  to  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  and  after  a  residence  tliere  of  a  few 
yeans  located  in  Grant  County,  that  State,  where 
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he  made  his  home  unlit  1854.  lie  tliou  moved  to 
St.  iloaeph  County,  Midi.,  mid  died  near  Coiistan- 
tiiie.  lie  was  a  faiiner  and  luniber  dealer  in  enrly 
litt^,  but  was  following  tlie  trado  of  a  baskeUmalit'r 
at  llie  time  of  liis  death,  which  occnned  when  he 
was  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  His  wife's  maiden 
name  was  Susanali  Snead,  and  shu  whs  a  native  of 
one  of  the  Carolinas.  Her  deai.li  oeciirced  in  Grant 
Connty,  Ind. 

Samuel  Thomas,  the  father  of  onr  snbjeet,  was 
but  a  boy  when  he  left  his  native  State  for  Indi- 
ana. He  was  man'io<)  to  iMiss  Itogiie,  duiighler  of 
Itenjamin  llogue, and  after  residing  in  Indiana  for 
some  time,  they  moved  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mirjii.,  and  there  l)olh  received  their  final  sum- 
mons. They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
six  sons  and  one  danglitei',  vis.:  .Tosiah,  Kxoni, 
Silas,  David,  Enos,  Benjamin  and  Abigail. 

WIten  nineteen  years  of  age  o«r  subject  started 
out  for  liimself  by  working  by  the  day  and  month 
at  railroading  and  ditching.  He  helped  to  grade 
tiie  Lake  Shore  it  Michigatt  Southern  Railroad 
between  Goshen  and  l'::ikhart,  Ind.,  then  laid  the 
traok  west  of  LaPtirte,  Ind.  Wlien  twenty-four 
years  of  age  he  was  married  to  Miss  Klvira 
liogue,  who  was  born  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  Jan- 
uary 13,  18:16,  and  who  is  a  sister  of  Stephen  A. 
Kogue.  (See  sketch.)  Since  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Tlionias  has  turned  his  attention  principally  to 
farming,  and  everything  about  his  place  indicates 
lo  the  beliolder  that  lie  lias  made  a  success  of  tlie 
calling.  He  cleared  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  has 
resided  on  this  since  the  spring  of  1860.  He  has 
one  hundred  and  twenty  .acres  of  good  laud  lo- 
cated four  miles  east  of  the  couuty  seat,  and  has  it 
well  improved  and  well  cultivated. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tliom-is  advocates  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party  and  cast  his  fii-st  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Col.  John  C.  Freinont.  To  his 
marriage  have  been  born  six  children;  .lames 
Arthur;  Kdward  Foster,  deueased;  Mary  K.,  wife 
of  R.  W.  Gammon,  a  minister  of  the  Friends' 
Church,  now  in  Karlham  College;  Blanch,  wife  of 
Charles  M.  liatcliff,  who  is  now  Pi-osecuting  At- 
torney at  Marion,  Ind.;  Florence,  wife  of  Frank 
Fox,  who  is  a  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Churcli,  and  resides  in  Big  Rock, III.;  and  Cora  A., 


who  died  January  22, 1890.  The  latter  was  a  young 
l.ady  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  was 
highly  respected  by  all.  She  and  all  her  sisteis 
were  teachers  and  members  of  the  Friends'  Churcii. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  are  birthright  members  of 
that  cliurch  and  were  married  in  the  same. 


SIDNKY  B.  CODDING  is  successfully  con- 
ducting  general  farming  and  stock-raising 
upon  section  18,  Howard  Township,  and  is 
well  known  as  one  of  the  successful  and 
prosijerous  agriculturists  of  Cass  Connty.  He  was 
born  in  Lamoille  County.  Vt.,  on  the  24th  of  Jan- 
uary,  184.'),  and  traces  his  ancestry  lo  Kngland, 
His  grandfather,  Ahiah  Codding,  was,  it  is  sup- 
posed, born  in  Massaclinsetts  and  followed  the  oc- 
cnpation  of  a  farmer  in  the  Greeu  Mountain  State. 
During  the  War  of  1812  he  enlisted  in  the  defense 
of  our  country  and  fought  witli  valor  until  [>eace 
was  declared. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject,  Russell  Codding,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  where  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  that  State  he  married  .Sophia  F'nes, 
and  there  he  remained  until  liis  career  was  termi- 
nated by  death,  at  the  age  of  si^y- five  years.  His 
family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  four  daughter^, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  maturitj-.  Our  subject  is  the 
youngest  and  the  only  member  of  the  family  now 
living,  lie  was  reared  in  the  county  of  his  birth, 
where  he  enjoyed  such  educational  advantages  as 
were  to  be  obtained  in  the  schools  of  the  vicinity. 
lu  1875  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  on  a  farm 
in  Ingham  Couuty.  Two  years  afterward  he  went 
to  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  Connty,  where  he 
engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  for  nine  years. 

Locating  on  his  present  h()me  in  1886,  Mr,  Cod- 
ding has  since  devoted  his  attention  exclusively 
to  farming  operations  and  at.  the  present  time 
superintends  three  hundred  and  Ave  acres  of  choice 
farming  land.  He  is  the  owner  of  uinety-live 
acres,  which  he  devotes  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  purposes,  and  as  he  uses  good  judg- 
ment and  sound  commou-sonse  in  his  investnients 
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i  dealings,  he  has  gained  a  position 
among  tlie  prominent  farmers  of  the  commu- 
nity. Politically,  lie  is  a  Republican  and  favors 
the  principles  of  protection  of  American  industries; 
however,  he  takes  no  active  part  in  pnhlic  affaii-s 
and  has  held  no  political  position, although  lie  has 
served  acceptably  in  the  school  offices.  Socially, 
he  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  Niles  Lodge  No.  4,  also  of  the  Koyal 
Arch  Masons  of  Niles,  and  Chapter  No.  628,  U.  A., 
of  Niles. 

December  31,  1873,  Mr.  Codding  married  Miss 
Lora  T.  Hull,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Franklin 
County,  Vt.,  January  23,  1849,  Her  fatlier,  Mar- 
tin Hull,  was  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  engaged  in  farming  there,  also  followed 
the  trade  of  a  cooper.  His  father,  Anson  Hull, 
was  originally  from  Connecticut  and  was  a  de- 
scendant of  English  ancestry.  The  mother  of  Mi-s. 
Codding  was  in  maidenhood  Mif^s  Lucia  Bessy 
and  was  horn  in  Vermont,  being  of  English  de- 
scent. The  family  of  which  Mrs.  Godding  is  a 
member  numbered  four  ehildi-en,  she  being  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth.  For  a  number  of  years  she 
engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Vermont  and  is  a 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Codding  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  daughter,  Jennie  G.,  who  was  born  in 
Ingbam  County,  Mich.,  November  l.'J,  187.5, and  is 
at  present  a  student  in  the  Niles  schools. 


'I£_^  IRAM  SCOVILL,  a  successful  business  man 
Pjl,  and  representative  citizen  of  Dowagiac, 
■i^^  Cass  County,  Mich.,  occupied  the  Mayoral 
(^)  chair  of  the  city  for  several  terms,  and  by 
his  efficient  administration  of  public  affairs  ma- 
terially advanced  the  interests  of  his  home  local- 
ity. He  has  also  filled  with  ability  other  positions 
of  trust,  and  as  an  official  was  distinguished  for 
his  straightforward  eoui-se  and  upright  character. 
Our  subject  is  a  practical  harness-maker,  and  lias 
fo»'  several  years  prospeiously  conducted  a  harness 


and  saddlery  business.  Mr.  Scovill  was  born  in 
the  university  town  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Janu- 
ary 10,  1839,  and  was  the  youngest  of  seven. chil- 
dren who  gathered  about  the  fireside  of  Ilirani 
and  Mary  (llerdan)  Scovill.  The  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  near  the  locality  of  his  birth.  He  re- 
mained in  New  York  until  he  had  attained  early 
manhood,  when  he  journeyed  to  the  then  far 
West  and  located  in  Michigan  in  the  pioneer  days. 

The  mother  of  onr  subject  was  Miss  Berdan,  a 
cousin  of  the  i-enowned  Col.  Berdan,  a  military 
man  of  note  among  the  sharp-shooters  of  the  lale 
Civil  War.  Col.  Berdan  was  the  inventor  of  the 
famous  Berdan  ritle.  Mr.  Scovill  came  to  Do- 
wagiac when  a  young  man,  and  worked  at  his 
trade  as  a  journeyman  for  Daniel  lA'le  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  After  a  time  he  went  into  the  har- 
ness business  in  partnership  with  Arthur  Smith, 
and  about  1884  bought  out  Mr.  Smith,  and  has 
since  that  time  carried  on  the  business  by  himself. 
In  all  public  affairs  and  matters  of  mutual  welfai-e 
our  subject  is  liberal  and  enterprising,  and  can  be 
relied  upon  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  lie  was  for 
many  jears  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  town,  and 
since  Dowagiac  has  been  incorporated  as  a  city  has 
served  a  term  as  Alderman.  His  election  to  the 
office  of  Mayor,  and  his  sul>sequent  return  twice 
to  the  honored  and  inihiential  position,  clearly 
indicate  the  firm  hold  Mr.  Scovill  has  upon  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  leading  member  of 
Peninsular  Lodge  No.  214,  A.  E.  &  A.  M.,  and  is 
now  iUaster  of  the  lodge,  at  present  serving  liis 
eighth  term  in  that  capacity.  The  estimable  wife 
of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  mar- 
rsage  -lanuary  II,  186(1,  was  Miss  Elvira  Andrews, 
of  Waterford,  Wayne  County,  Mich.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Perry  Andrews,  an  old  resident  of 
Wayne  County.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Scovill  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons.  The  elder,  Hiram  Milt<m 
Scovill,  is  now  a  resident  of  Detroit,  and  is  en- 
gaged as  Yardmaster  at  the  Detroit  Central  Yards. 
Harry  Perry  Scovill  is  connected  in  business  re- 
lations with  the  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  Railroad. 
Among  the  other  leading  enterprises  of  Cass  Coun- 
ty   is  the    Dowagiac    Union    Fair    Association,  of 
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which  Mr.  Seovill  lias  been  President  three  terms. 
Aside  from  liis  other  (hities,  social  and  fraternal, 
our  subject  has  lieen  actively  intei-ested  in  all  mat- 
ters of  local  politics,  and,  a  stanch  liejiuhlicnn, 
has  ably  represented  his  friends  and  nelglilKirs  as  '■ 
a  delegate  to  State  ami  county  conventions. 


■^^^^t:^#@l^l^^- 


J  JAMES  IIEDDON,  editor  of  the  Dowagiae 
Times,  was  born  in  the  (ienesee  Valley, 
I  N.  Y.,  August  28,  1845.  lie  has  been  a 
i-esidenl  of  Uowagiac  for  more  than  thiitv- 
tiiree  years,  and  during  tlint  time  has  followed 
v.irioiis  linesofbiisincs.s— telegraph  operator,  shoe- 
maker, dancing- teacher,  Ix'o-keejier,  editor,  and 
lias  also  served  as  Mayor  of  the  city.  Although 
an  agnostic  and  a  strong  admirer  of  Ingersoll, 
llacckel  and  Herbert  Spencer,  he  has  held  the  po- 
sition of  Superintendent  of  the  I'niversalist  Snn- 
day-scliool.  Tlironghont  America  and  the  Old 
World  he  is  well  known  as  a  successful  bee-keeper, 
apicniturftl  teacher  and  writer  for  bee  journals,  as 
well  as  an  inventor  of  ajiiariau  appai-atiis,  more 
of  Ills  inventions  being  now  in  use  than  those  of 
any  other  inventor  in  that  line. 

Throughout  Ids  entire  life  Mr.  Ileddon  has  lieen 
ehai-aclerized  by  an  intense  love  of  learning,  in 
hoyliood  liis  thirst  for  knowledge  being  very  no- 
ticeable. In  staliire  hois  below  theaverage  heiglil, 
while  his  form  is  slight.  lie  is  of  an  extremely 
nervous  tempei-ament.  and  mentally  is  exception- 
ally gifted.  When  speaking  on  his  favorite  sult- 
jcct  In  bee  conventions  he  is  nncomnionly  vigor- 
ous; liis  sentences  are  always  to  the  )>oint,  and 
his  Hgures  and  illustrations  are  often  irresistible, 
lie  has  the  power  of  holding  liis  audiences  s|k;II- 
boun<l  by  his  eloquence  and  earnestness.  The 
same  forcible  style  characteristic  of  his  addresses 
pervades  his  writings, as  those  who  have  le.ad  them 
can  lesiify. 

To  many  men  the  door  of  a  delightful  life  lias 
been  opene<l  by  a  beautiful  girl,  and  sui'h  has  cer- 
tainly been  the  experience  of  Mr.  Ileddon,  who 
on   tlie    13th    of  Febiuory,    18fiy,  was    united    in 


marriage  with  Miss  Eva  Hastings.  Not  only  has 
she  provided  him  witii  one  of  the  happiest  homen, 
but  she  also  led  him  into  apiculture.  For  one 
year  Mr.  Ileddon  was  under  the  instruction  of  her 
father,  Charles  Hastings,  and  it  was  during  that 
time  that  he  met  the  lady  wlio  afterward  became 
his  wife,  and  also  became  enthused  on  the  subject 
of  bee-culture.  In  former  years  Mr.  Ileddon  made 
a  specialty  of  honey  production,  but  lately  he  has 
devoted  moi-e  of  his  personal  attention  to  pub- 
lishing the  Dowagiae  Times  and  to  electricity,  he 
being  one  of  the  owners  of  tlie  Oo^vagiac  Electric 
I'lant.  He  has  accumulated  a  competency  from 
the  culture  of  bees,  and  his  present  capital  he 
creditsalmost  entirely  to  the  production  of  honey. 
Through  his  invention  of  what  is  known  as  the 
"Heddon"  hive  he  has  gained  an  extended  repu- 
tation. 

Speaking  of  Mr.  Hcddon's  hive,  the  Rev.  L.  L. 
Langstoth,  the  most  famous  apiarist  and  apicnl- 
tural  inventor  in  the  world,  says:  "  When  I 
saw  bees  handled  in  Ileddon's  hives,  and  could 
handle  them  myself,  all  my  favoi-able  preposses- 
sions were  conlirmert,  and  I  thought,  in  justice  to 
Mr,  Ileddon  and  the  public,  I  ought  to  put  this 
upon  record  by  writing  to  some  of  my  bee-keep- 
ing friends,  I  did  so.  1  would  not  he  afraid  to 
risk  my  reputation  for  sound  judgment  in  de- 
claring the  great  value  of  the  forward  step  which 
he  has  taken,  even  if  1  did  not  know  that  my 
opinion  accorded  so  well  with  the  experience 
of  many  who  have  had  the  opportunity  to  put 
the  system  to  the  lest  of  years  of  practical  use." 
Mr.  Heddon  has  always  practiced  the  principles 
of  breeding  bees  with  great  success;  has  crossed 
two  valuable  races,  and  by  selection  secuitd  a 
strain  with  the  excellencies  of  the  <iriginal  races 
without  their  undesirable  qualities. 

Since  1887  Mr.  Ileddon  has  owned  and  edited 
the  Dowagiac  Thnes,  and  has  greatly  improved 
the  paper,  which  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the 
prominent  Democratic  newspapers  m  southern 
Michigan,  lie  is  well  adapted  to  newspaper  work 
on  account  of  his  great  diversity  of  knowledge. 
During  his  administration  as  Mayor  of  the  city, 
the  waterworks  and  electric  light  plants  were  put 
in,  and  many  other  improvements   made.     He  has 
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always  been  foremost  in  every  coterprise  tliat 
pertains  to  the  growth  and  development  of  Do- 
wagi:ic.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of 
Dowagiac,  whose  push  aideii  in  making  it  one  of 
tlie  most  progressive  cities  of  Michigan.  A  great 
admirer  of  poetry,  Mr,  Heddon's  favorite  authors 
are  Tennyson  and  Klla  Wheeler  Wilcox.  Although 
he  started  poor  in  this  world's  goods  and  enjoyed 
limited  educational  advantages,  his  boundless  en- 
ergy, strict  integrity  and  generosity  have  contrib- 
uted to  his  success  and  secured  for  him  a  iiost  of 
acquaintances  and  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heddon  have  three  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  The  eldest,  Will,  was 
married  to  MissDollie  Barney  in  November,  1892, 
and  is  the  secretary  and  electrician  of  the  Do- 
wagiac  Gas  and  Electric  Company.  He  has  also 
made  several  balloon  ascensions.  The  daughter  is 
nineteen  years  old  and  unmarried,  Charles,  the 
youngest,  is  pursuing  the  study  of  law. 


J^ETER  STREHLE,  Secretary  of  tlie  Three 
JJJ  Oaks  Exchange  Company,  was  born  in 
*^  Bavaria,  Germany,  March  .'),  1841,  and  is 
^  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Tlicresa  (Deng) 
Slrehle.  His  father  was  born  in  Bavaria  in  1802. 
and  in  his  youth  learned  tlie  trade  of  a  cooper, 
which  had  also  been  the  occupation  of  his  father, 
Peter.  He  married  the  daughter  of  Xavier  Deng, 
a  blacksmith  in  the  Old  Country,  and  in  1852,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  three  childi'cn,  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States.  After  a  sojourn  of 
four  months  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  he  came  to  Berrien 
County  and  settled  on  a  Tarm  in  Three  Oaks  Town- 
ship, on  section  3.  After  clearing  tlie  land,  he 
puichased  other  property  on  section  9,  and  gradu- 
ally acquired  the  ownersliip  of  an  e::tensive  and 
valuable  estate. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  Joseph  Strehle  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  12, 1883, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  yeai-s,  nine  months  and 
six  days.     Ills  wife,  who  was  Ijorn  in  Nesselwang, 


Bavaria,  Germany,  July  9,  1812.  died  at  her  home 
in  Three  Oaks,  December  22,  1889,  aged  seventy- 
seven  yeai-s.  This  worthy  couple  were  devoted 
members  of  the  Catholic  Chureh  and  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  progress  and  growth  of  that  denom- 
ination. They  were  the  parents  of  three  children : 
our  subject,  Alphonso  and  John  N.  As  pioneers  of 
Berrien  County,  they  labored  indefatigably  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  their  community  and  exper- 
ienced the  usual  hardsliips  incident  to  life  in  a 
newly-settled  country.  Politically,  Mr,  Strehle  was 
a  Democrat  during  the  early  years  of  his  residence 
in  America,  but  at  the  commencement  of  the  Civil 
War  he  berame  a  Republican  and  ever  afterward 
voted  the  ticket  of  that  party.  His  land  was  lo- 
cated on  sections  '6  and  9,  and  comprised  fifty-six 
acres. 

At  the  time  the  family  came  to  the  United  Sbttes, 
Peter  Strehle  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years,  and  he  af- 
terward devoted  his  attention  to  the  work  of  clear- 
ing the  home  farm.  He  had  received  some  educa- 
tional advantages  while  in  Ocrmany,  but  coming 
to  Michigan  lie  was  unable  to  attend  scliool  but  a 
few  months,  so  that  his  education  has  been  acquired 
principally  through  experience  and  observation. 
In  1864  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Adelia,  the  daughter  of  John  Alexander.  .She  be- 
came the  mother  of  three  children  and  died  on  tlie 
24th  of  Mai-ch,  1871.  The  children  are:  Alma,  the 
wife  of  Itolla  Tuber,  a  conductor  on  the  Interna- 
tional &  Great  Northern  Railroad,  her  home  being 
in  Gaiveston,  Tex.;  Louise,  who  is  the  wife  of  W, 
S.  Whitehead,  a  druggist  of  Boise  City,  Idaho;  and 
Joseph,  who  is  a  cooper  by  trade  and  lives  in  Gal- 
veston, Tex. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  located  on  sec- 
tion 33,  Three  Oaks  Township,  where  lie  engaged 
in  farming  for  two  years,  and  nlso  carried  on  an 
extensive  lumber  business.  In  1870  he  removed 
to  Chase  County,  Kau.,  and  located  in  Bazaar, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business 
for  about  ten  months.  From  that  State  he  returned 
to  Three  Oaks,  and  here  engaged  in  the  griicvry 
business  for  fourteen  ye^i-s,  after  which  he  took  II. 
L.  Hess  into  the  firm  and  added  a  stock  of  dry 
goods  to  the  store.  In  1889  lie  retired  from  the 
mercantile  business,  and  since  that  time  has  siient 
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)iis  lim«  |jiiiici[j!i)ly  in  looking  after  liis  farming 
interests,  lie  owns  on  section  24,  Chicknmung 
Township,  Herrien  County,  a  fine  farm  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  has  about  one 
hundred  acres  cleared,  where  he  engages  tn  the 
raising  of  gmin  and  live  stock. 

Tlie  iady  who  on  tlie  24th  of  March,  1873,  be- 
cajne  the  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss 
lihoda  A.  lienson.  8lie  was  born  in  Hudson  Town- 
sliip,  l.a  Porte  County.  Ind.,  where  she  was  reared 
iind  cduciitcd.  Her  father,  Roland  Benson,  wds 
born  May  22,  1808,  and  became  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Iji  Porte  County,  Ind.,  wliither  he  re- 
moved from  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  He  became 
ii  prominent  farmer  of  La  Porte  County  and  resided 
llierc  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  29lh 
of  July,  186L.  His  wife,  wliose  maiden  name  was 
liessie  Cowens,  was  born  October  20,  1820,  and 
died  July  3,  1 848,  leaving  tliree  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Strelile  is  now  the  only  survivor.  Mi'.  Benson 
was  afterward  again  married,  becoming  the  father 
of  three  childi-en,  two  now  living.  One  of  Mrs. 
Slrehle's  brothers,  Jesse  Benson,  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  war  and  died  at  West 
Point,  Ky..  in  1861. 

The  Benson  family  was  originally  from  Vermont. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Strehle,  Roland 
Benson,  removed  from  the  Green  Mountain  State 
to  Livingston  County,  N,  Y.,  but  afterward  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  near  Niles,  becoming  one 
of  the  earliest  setllei-3  of  that  part  of  the  State. 
Afterward  he  went  to  Indiana  and  from  there  to 
Illinois,  where  he  died  in  18.^)0,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five yeai-s,  having  been  born  May  18,  1775. 
He  possessed  the  sterling  traits  of  chai-aeter  of  the 
CJreen  Mountain  boys,  as  did  also  his  son,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Slrehle. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr,  Strehle  is  nowserv- 
ing  as.Village  Assessor  and  as  member  of  tlie  Board 
of  Education.  He  was  President  of  the  Village 
Hoard  for  five  terms  and  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  a 
Supervisor  for  two  years,  and  has  been  Treasurer 
of  the  township  for  about  seven  years.  In  1880 
and  1890  he  took  the  census  for  Three  Oaks  Town- 
ship. ISocially,  he  is  identified  with  Lodge  No.  44, 
L  O.   O.    F.,  at  Three  Oaks,    of  which   he   is  Past 


Grand.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Chnrch 
until  1880,  when  lie  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  has  since  been  one  of  the  most 
earnest  workers  in  that  denomination.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  chureh  and  Sun- 
day-school, being  a  teacher  in  the  latter.  The 
comforLible  residence  he  and  his  wife  now  occupy 
was  ei-ected  under  liis  (lei-sonal  supervision  in  1874 
and  is  nn  attractive  and  cozy  abode. 


.^SHAUDElkS  HAMPTON.  The  State  of  New 
((^^  York  has  contributed  to  Michigan  many 
^^^  prominent  citizens,  who  have  done  much 
toward  the  development  of  the  State.  Among 
these  we  class  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1817, and  his  father,  An- 
drew Hampton,  was  born   in  Connecticut  in    1780. 

The  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Martha 
Hampton,  were  born  in  1752  and  17ul,  i-espeetively, 
were  Quakers  in  religion,  and  of  .Scotch  descent. 
Andrew  Hampton  was  married  October  1,  1807,  to 
Mary  Pinch,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1787,  daughter  of  Thaddeus  Finch.  The 
Finch  ancestors  originated  in  England,  and  a  belief 
has  been  current  that  a  fortune  was  left  to  the  de- 
scendants in  America,  but  the  scarcity  of  records 
rendered  futile  the  effort  to  trace  the  lineage  liack  to 
the  fortune. 

■Andrew  and  Mary  {Finch)nanipton  were  parents 
of  twelve  children,  two  of  wliom  died  in  infancy; 
ten  grew  to  maturity  ind  six  are  still  living.  The 
father,  when  a  yoimg  man  was  bound  to  a  seven- 
yeare  apprenticeship  to  the  tailor  %  trade,  and  his 
indenture  of  servitude  h  pieseived  in  the  family 
as  a  memento.  Thi-)  tiade  not  agreeing  with  him, 
he  soon  att«r  his  marriage  settled  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  wliere  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1819,  when,  infiuenccd  by  agents  of  the  Poultney 
estate,  which  embraced  a  large  tract  in  western 
New  York,  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  what  is  now 
Livingston  County,  where  he  purchased  a  piece  of 
wild  land,  built  a  log  cabin  and  began  to  improve 
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The  first  event  in  the  nnenmr.y  of  young  Tharl- 
(Jeu8  was  seeing  his  father  fitted  out  witli  knapsflck  ' 
and  three  days'  provisions  for  a  journey  on  foot  , 
of  thirty  miles  to  Geneva,  to  make  the  annual 
payment  on  homes  for  himself  and  neighbors.  But 
the  little  clearing  was  not  productive  of  a  surpUia, 
and  in  time  the  payments  grew  less,  and  finally 
ceased.  Then  the  home  was  given  up,  with  but 
little  return  for  the"l>etterments.'"  In  the  struggle 
for  a  living  which  followed,  it  became  necessary 
for  the  older  children  lo  go  out  to  service,  and 
our  subject's  first  contribution  to  the  family  sup- 
port was  a  York  shilling,  a  day's  wages  for  riding 
a  sharp-backed  hoi'se,  with  the  accustomed  sheep- 
skin mounting,  cultivating  corn  on  stumpy  ground. 
It  was  a  painful  beginning. 

The  father  remained  poor  and  died  in  184,'). 
The  faithful  mother  lived  to  see  her  ten  children 
grow  up  to  exemplify  the  spirit  of  her  teachings, 
and,  hale  and  active  at  eighty-flve,  she  died  from 
Ihe  effects  of  a  broken  hip  bone,  September  9,  1872. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Tiiaddeus  learned  the  trade 
of  wool-carding  and  cloth -dressing  in  a  shop  tiiat 
he  had  often  fi-equented,  being  sui-prised  by  an 
offer  of  t5  a  month  instead  of  the  usual  tedious 
apprenticeship.  This  trade  he  followed  until 
twenty  years  Old,  and  then  gladly  accepted  an  offer 
of  1240  for  a  year  in  a  new  woolen  factory. 

During  this  engagement  he  lost  not  a  day's  time 
nor  collected  a  cent  of  pay  until  after  his  time  had 
expired.  At  twenty-one  he  rented,  for  a  year,  the 
shop  where  his  trade  was  learned,  which  was  success- 
ful, and  his  father  having  given  him  his  time  wlren 
eighteen,  he  now  found  his  savings  amounted  to 
over  $.500.  The  district  school  facilities  enjoyed 
did  not  meet  his  desires,  and  he  decided  to  devote 
his  savings  to  a  betteredueation.  He  accordingly 
became  a  student  in  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Semi- 
nary at  Lima,  and  Temple  Hill  Aca<lcmy  at  Gene- 
seo  for  nearly  five  years,  teacliing  school  at  inter- 
vals to  help  defray  expenses. 

in  1844, Mr,  Hampton  came  to  Michigan,  visiting 
relatives  in  IjCnawee  County.  He  taught  through 
the  summer  at  Clinton,  and  the  next  winter  con- 
ducted tiie  higher  department  in  the  public  school 
in  Jonesville.  From  there  he  went  lo  Ottawa.  III., 
in  1845,  and  taught  a    private    school    about  six 


years.  In  1852,  with  the  avails  of  this  school, 
he  bought  the  Oonalitulionalist  news|)a(}er  office, 
changed  the  name  to  Ottawa.  Republlican,  which  he 
conducted  with  good  linaneial  success  until  1804, 
when  he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  in  Chicago  and  afterwards  in  Michigan. 
This  business  was  successful  until  the  financial 
crisis  of  187.S,  when,  through  placing  too  much 
confidence  in  others,  his  accumulations  vanished, 
and  he  was  confronted  with  depreciated  real  estate 
returned  on  his  hands,  with  unpaid  back  taxes  and 
many  debts  to  settle.  In  this  strait  he  did  not 
repudiate  nor  despair,bnt  procured  extensions,  and 
by  years  of  close  management  he  had  the  fortune 
to  see  every  debt  paid,  with  interest  sometimes 
amounting  to  as  much  as  the  principal.  By  jier- 
he  has    partially    recovered    from    his 


In  1868  our  subject  came  to  Michigan,  and  in 
1870  settled  in  Dowagiac,  where  he  lived  about 
seven  years.  Next  lie  went  to  Glenwood  to  care 
for  property  tliere,  and  is  now  (1893)  developing 
a  large  stock  farm,  a  part  of  it  wet  lands,  which  he 
hopes  by  tile  draining  to  make  highly  productive. 
more  for  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  change  tli:in 
the  prospect  of  profits. 

Mr.  Hampton  was  married  November  19,  1856, 
to  Mary  L.  Phipiien,  a  native  of  Lynn,  Mass., and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  George  I'hipiien,  then  ot  Canton, 
Conn.  She  was  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement  and 
an  exemplary  Christian  of  the  Baptist  pei-suasion. 
She  died  February  7,  1862,  leaving  to  the  father's 
care  two  little  boys:  Herbert  M.,  now  a  merchant 
at  Olenwood;  and  William  H.,  who  died  July  19. 
1890.  He  lived  single  until  October  20,  1873, 
when  he  married  Miss  Gertrude  R.  lieshore,  who 
was  born  in  New  Haven,  Ohio,  March  8,  1846, 
a  daughter  of  I..ouis  and  Martha  (Lisle)  Reshore, 
the  father  a  native  of  Paris,  France,  the  mother  of 
Sandusky,  Ohio.  They  had  two  children,  uf 
whom  only  Mrs.  Hampton  is  living.  She  was 
educated  mainly  in  the  Dowagiac  public  school,  and 
subsequently  w.ts  engaged  in  teaching  at  Albion, 
Ind.,  and  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  until  her  marriage. 
Of  this  union  were  born  four  children,  Robert 
Louis,  Charles  Francis,  Thaddeus  Lisle  and  Lucy 
Grace,    who    are    all   living.     In    religious    belief 
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Mrs.  lIam|>ton  is  a  Raptist  and  is  widely  Itnown  as 
nn  inU-'lligent  promotei'  of  practical  Cliriatianity. 
Mr.  Ilainplon's  Itelief  is. "Prove  all  tilings;  hold 
fast  that  wliicli  is  good."  Tliey  are  both  advo- 
cates of  temperance.  Mr.  Hampton  never  drank 
a  glass  of  liquoi  at  a  bar,  and  lie  and  his  sons  ab- 
stjiin  from  strong  drinl<  and  tobacco  in  any  form. 
Roth  husband  and  wife  believe  in  the  enforcement 
of  industry  and  sobriety  as  a  preventive  of  crime 
and  dependeneo,  instead  of  punishment  afterward, 
which  does  not  prevent. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hampton  was  a  Whig  and  gave 
his  fli-st  Presidential  vote  ti)  W.  H.  Harrison,  He 
is  sti-ongly  in  favor  of  protection  to  American 
industry.  Ho  was  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  was  seci-etary  of  the  large 
mass-meeting  held  at  Ottawa  that  inaugurated  the 
party  in  Illinois  Though  notdcsirous  of  holding 
ollicc,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  the  meas- 
ures he  deems  best  for  the  public  good. 

On  Septeinbei  10,  1888,  while  walliing  on  the 
railroad  tiack  in  (.'lenwood,  he  was  struck  by  a 
freight  engine  and  wis  so  terribly  injured  that  for 
weeks  reeoven  seemed  impossible;  but  a  strong 
constitution,  skilled  physicians,  and  especially  the 
constant  watchfulness  of  liis  devoted  wife,  finally 
prevailed,  and  now,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  he 
apparently  lias  a  lease  of  several  years  more  of 
usefulness. 


D  ^... = 

1.4^  A\      of   liuclianai 
^  Mich.,  and  a 


jyCHARl)  V.  CLARK,  an  enterprising  early 

settler  and  successful  general  agriculturist 
clianan  Township,  Herrien  County, 
n  prominent  member  of  the  Ex- 
:Htive  Committee  of  llie  Pioneei-s'  Association, 
.  was  horn  iu  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  May  25.  1841. 
Our  subject  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  seven 
children  born  unto  George  and  Jane  (Nairn)  Clark,' 
long-time  and  highly  respected  residents  of  Wayne 
County,  The  father  was  a  native  of  the  Ruckeye 
State,  and  was  born  in  Columbiana  County  in  1811. 
The  mother's  birthplace  was    in    far-off    Scotland, 


and  the  year  of  her  nativity  1816.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  George  Clark,  was  born  in  Virginia, 
and,  a  man  of  spirit  and  courage,  served  with  gal- 
lantry in  the  War  of  1812.  The  Clarks  wei-c  of 
the  F,  F.  Vs.,  having  emigrated  from  Kngland  in 
an  early  day  in  Colonial  history  and  settled  in 
Virginia,  where  tliey  occupied  positions  of  iisefiri- 
ness  and  influence.  The  maternal  grand  father, 
Alexander  Nairn,  and  his  good  wife  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  Scotland.  Two  of  their  sons,  Will- 
iam and  Duncan,  came  to  America  in  18S3  and 
finally  located  in  Ohio.  Jane  Nairn  was  sixteen 
years  old  and  a  bonnie  lassie  from  the  Scotch  High- 
lands when  she  made  her  home  here,  a  stranger  in 
a  strange  land.  William  Nairn  never  married  and 
died  after  some  years  at  the  residence  of  his  sister 
and  brother-in-law,  George  Clark,  Duncan  mar- 
ried and  died  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  leavlngno 
children. 

Thefatherof  our  subject  leftColumbiana  County 
in  1845  and  located  upon  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Wayne  County  which  had  been 
given  liim  by  his  father,  and  which  he  cultivated 
until  his  death,  in  1876,  The  old  Columbiana 
County  home  sheltered  ten  happy  children.  The 
brothei-s  and  sisters  who  once  clustered  about  the 
family  hearth  of  the  paternal  grandfather  were: 
Alexander,  who  died  in  Ohio;  Stephen,  who  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business,  and  passed  away  in 
Ohio;  Kleanor,  who  married  Abncr  Ftslier,  and  died 
in  Ohio;  Lydia,  who  married  Levi  Bi-others,  and 
also  died  some  years  ago  in  Ohio,  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased; George,  father  of  our  subject;  Diana,  wife 
of  James  Hannanis,  a  resident  of  Iowa,  in  whieli 
State  she  died;  Fannie,  wife  of  James  Gilson,  de- 
ceased; Richard  V,,  a  citizen  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa; 
and  Perry,  who  makes  his  home  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Columbiana  County,  George  and  Jane 
(Nairn)  Clark  reared  three  children:  Richard  V.; 
Hannah,  Mrs.  James  H.  Garnett,  residing  in  Mc- 
Minnviile.Tenn.;  and  Jane  L.,  wife  of  J.  B.  Stratton, 
living  in  Kansas  City.  Having  walked  tranquilly 
together  side  by  side  many  years,  the  parents  were 
not  long  divided  by  death.  The  mother  passed 
away  February  4,  1876,  sixty-one  years  of  age, 
and  the  father  died  the  same  year,  aged  sixty-five 
years.     Honored   and    beioved    by    all   who  knew 
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them,  tiiey  entered  into  rest  in  tliu  early  eveniug 
of  their  ago. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  county,  and  also  enjoyed  instruction 
in  Canaan  Academy  for  two  yeai-s,  and  for  one 
year  pursued  the  higher  studies  at  Mt,  Unibn  Col- 
lege, Ohio,  finally  receiving  a  six-montlis  course  in 
Oberlin.  In  1867,  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss .  Louisa  Helmick,  daughter  of  a 
well-known  and  prominent  resident  of  Michigan. 
In  1868  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  locMited 
on  a  ninety-acre  farm  given  Mrs.  Clark  by  her 
father,  Mr.  Clark  had  arrived  in  Michigan  in 
1864,  and  for  two  years  prior  to,  and  one  year 
subsequent  to,  his  marriage  had  successfully  taught 
school,  a  portion  of  the  time  in  Troy,  and  from 
1868  for  thirteen  consecutive  yeai's  profitably  com- 
bined the  duties  of  an  inslnictor  and  farmer.  The 
originally  unimproved  acreage  has  been  increased, 
and  since  1881,  devoting  his  time  and  attentJOD 
entirely  to  its  culture,  onr  subject  has  achieved 
most  satisfactory  i-esnits,  having  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  productiveness  one  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  welcomed 
to  their  hearts  and  home  eleven  children,  but  three 
of  whom  nowsurvive.  Elmer  is  witli  his  parents; 
Kdith  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Shell,  of  Sodus 
Township;  Richard  D.  is  the  youngest  livingchild. 
The  father  of  Mi*^.  Clark  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Berrien 
Springs,  and  the  mother  was  the  thirteenth  mem- 
ber enrolled.  Mr.  and  Mre.  Helmick  joined  that 
religious  organization  at  the  same  time,  and  were 
ever  faithful  and  consistent  Christians  and  work- 
ers in  the  cause  of  religion.  Mi-s.  Clark  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Oronoko  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Mt,  Tabor,  Grange  Hall.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  likewise  members  of  the  Grange, 
and  participate  in  all  the  social  and  business  gath- 
erings of  that  fraternal  association.  From  his 
earliest  residence  in  Berrien  County  Mr.  Clark  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  progressive 
interests  and  rapid  advancement  of  his  locality, 
and,  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all  mattei-s  of  mutual 
welfare,  is  esteemed  a  liberal-spirited  citizen,  and 
together  witli  his  wife  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a 
host    of  friends.     As  Highway   Commissioner  he 


has  given  excellent  service  to  the  township,  and 
for  two  terjns  efficiently  disclmrged  the  duties  of 
the  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  entire  com- 
munity by  whoin  he  is  /sirnnunded. 


^t  AKON  JOHNSON.  Among  the  fruit  farms 
'^fA\    of    Berrien    County  prominent   mention 

///  ffl  belongs  to  that  owned  and  cultivated  by 
^C  Mr.  Johnson   and   located   on   section  34, 

St.  .loseph  Township,  It  consists  of  twenty-four 
aci-es,  upon  which  the  owner  has  set  out  fruit 
trees  of  every  variety.  He  engages  in  raising 
peaches,  pears,  apples,  etc.,  and  also  finds  the  beriy 
industry  a  profitable  one  and  pays  special  atten- 
tion to  strawberries  and  raspberries. 

The  parents  of  our  subject.  Nelson  and  Sarah 
Johnson,  were  natives  of  Sweden,  where  their  son 
Aaron  was  born  in  September,  1841.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  land  and  there  married  Miss 
Charlotte  Gustafson,  whose  father  was  a  farmer  <if 
Sweden,  Seven  children  were  liorn  of  this  union, 
namely:  Charles  T.,  of  whom  further  mention  is 
made  in  the  lines  below;  John  A.,  of  Chicago; 
Fred,  who  resides  in  Minnesota;  Ida,  who  lives  in 
St.  Joseph;  Johanna,  Emma  .ind  Amanda,  who  are 
at  home  with  their  father. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1880.  accompanied  by  liis 
family,  Mr.  Johnson  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and  after  landing  proceeded  directly  to 
Berrien  County  and  located  in  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship, Two  yeai's  later  he  purchased  the  place 
where  he  now  resides.  In  his  political  views  lie 
has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party  ever  since 
becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance  and  gives  to  that 
cause  his  stanch  support.  He  and  his  wife  belong 
to  the  Baptist  Church  and  are  people  of  true  no-* 
bility  of  character  and  piety, 

Charles  T,  Johnson,  the  eldest  son  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  horn  in  Sweden  Mai-ch  31, 1866.  He  w.as 
reaii'd  on  his  father's  farm  in  the  Old  Country, 
whence  in  1880  he  accompanied  the  other  mem - 
beroof  the  family  to  America.     Settling  in  Berrien 
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CoiinLy,  lie  tMiibiirkcd  in  farming  iiiirsiiits,  starting 
out  in  life  on  Ins  own  acconnt  at  the  earl^  age  of 
lifti'i'n.  Iluwns  inilustrious  and  energetic, and  his 
efforts  liave  been  crowned  witli  considerable  suc- 
cess. When  ready  to  establish  &  homo  of  his  own 
tic  WHS  married,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1890,  to 
Miss  Vilamina,  daughter  of  Alfred  Stark,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Sweden,  having  been  brought  to  this  coun- 
try at  the  age  of  thi-ce  yeai's. 

After  his  marriagu  Charles  T.  Johnson  located 
on  the  place  where  he  now  resides  and  which  he 
pnrdiased  in  1887.  Here  he  owns  ten  sicres  of 
fruit  land, of  whieli  eight  acres  are  set  out  in  pears 
and  the  remainder  in  grajies  and  peaches.  lie 
dnds  tlic  poar  indListry  a  remunerative  one,  and 
during  thcjcar  1891  raised  fifteen  hundred  bushels 
of  peaia  from  his  eight  acres, which  averaged  about 
*l.oO  per  bushel,  it  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  has 
made  of  his  business  a  success,  and  as  as  he  is  still 
on  the  sunny  side  of  life  it  is  probable  that  in  tlie 
future  even  greater  prosperity  will  reward  bis  la-  j 
hors.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  ehil-  j 
dren,  Harry  and  Clarence.  In  his  religious  views  j 
he  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
at  St.  Joseph.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Re])ublican  party. 


£^MS-^->^li^^^- 


y(^  ORITZ  ISEYDKLL,  a  [.rosperous  resident 
of  lierrien  County,  and  the  owner  of  a 
i  fruit  farm  on  section  10,  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Potsdam,  Prussia,  Ger- 
many, on  the  15th  of  August,  1840.  He  is  of 
German  parentage,  and  belongs  to  a  family  whose 
members  through  many  generations  have  been 
identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of 
the  Fatherland.  Frederick  William  Seydell,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  an  officer  in  the  engineer 
eori>s  of  the  Prussian  Army  and  was  killed  in  the 
Revolution  of  1848,  liis  widow  dying  of  grief  six 
months  afterward. 

A  lad  of  nine  years  when  orphaned  by  his 
mother's  death,  Moritz  Seyd.'l!  was  afterward  sent 
to  the.  military  school  in  Potsdam,  Prussia,   where 


he  remained  until  sixteen  yeai-s  of  age,  meanwhile 
availing  himself  of  the  excellent  opportunities  for 
acquiring  a  practical  German  education.  From 
Prussia  he  went  to  Sweden,  thence  to  England, 
and  later  to(iermany.  In  1860  he  emigrated  to 
Amci'ica,  and  coming  West  to  Chicago,  located  in 
that  city,  where  he  secured  a  position  as  teacher 
of  gymnastics  in  a  German  school.  In  1868  be 
resigned  that  position  in  order  to  accept  the  place 
of  Assistant  .Superintendent  of  the  Chicago  Re- 
form School.  Ten  years  later  he  opened  a  dry- 
goods  store  and  conducted  a  successful  mei'cantile 
business,  gaining  special  note  as  a  designer  of  pat- 
terns for  fine  silks,  curtains,  linens,  etc. 

In  Chicago,  in  1867,  Mr.  Seydell  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Matilda  ProlKthan,  a  native  of 
German}-,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  yeaif,,  and  settled  in  Chicago 
about  18.56.  Her  father,  Adelbert  Probslhan,  is 
dectiftsed.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Margaret  Gill,  makes  her  home  with  Mi-s.  Seydell. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Adclbei't, 
Ernest  and  William,  all  of  whom  are  at  home. 
The  others  died  in  infancy. 

Removing  from  Chicago  in  the  fall  of  1892,  Mr. 
Seydell  came  to  Beriien  County  and  settled  on 
section  10,  St.  Joseph  Township.  In  addition  to 
this  property,  which  consists  of  twenty  acres,  lie  is 
the  owner  of  five  acres  in  another  part  of  the 
same  township.  Ten  acres  have  been  planted  to 
fruits,  and  although  he  has  not  realized  a  crop, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  farm  will  prove  a 
very  profitable  investment.  Since  coming  here, 
he  has  erected  a  number  of  substantial  buildings, 
suitable  to  their  various  purposes,  and  the  place  is 
one  of  the  most  attractive  rural  abodes  in  the  vi- 
cinity. 

Altiiough  of  foreign  birth,  no  native-born  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  is  more  patriotic  tlian  Mr. 
Seydell.  He  maintains  an  intelligent  interest  in 
all  matters  pertaining  tu  the  welfare  of  the  people 
of  this  community,  and  is  a  firm  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  For  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  he  was  identified 
with  Keystone  Lodge.  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  at  Chicago,' 
and  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  the  fraternity. 
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(^^IIOMAS  T.  HIGGJNS,  0  lepieseii tative  sgii- 
(^^g^  ciiltuiist  of  JeffeittonTowiisliip, Cass  County, 
'^^^v  Micli.,  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  mid  was  born 
ill  Raiidolpli  County  February  10,  1844.  Our 
subject  is  tlie  son  of  James  T.  and  Mary  A,  (llig- 
gins)  Higgins,  pioneer  settlers  of  lln;  West.  Tlic 
jialeinal  graiidfatlier  was  born  in  Burlington 
County.  N.  J.,  and  was  tlie  son  of  Joseph  Hig- 
gins, a  native  of  Ireland,  wbo  cauie  to  the  United 
Stfttt*  in  Colonial  days  and  bravely  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  Jle  long  made  his  home 
in  New  Jei-sej  and  died  within  tlie  borders  of  tliat 
iState.  He  became  an  extensive  land-owner,  pos- 
sessing seven  liundred  valuable  ntircs  on  the  Am- 
boy  River.  This  great-grandfatlier  of  our  subject 
reared  a  family  of  five  sons  and  tliree  daughters. 
Tlie  paternal  grandfatLer  also  served  in  tiie  War 
of  the  Revolution,  giving  his  time  as  a  teamster. 
While  yet  a  young  man  he  located  in  Delaware 
and  there  died  at  the  age  of  four-score  an  I  s<.vLn 
years.  His  good  wife,  Margaittt  Wright  emigi  ited 
from  England  with  her  parents,  who  weie  inein 
hers  of  the  Quaker sect,and  settled  in  >iew  Itrati 
wliere  the  father.  Dr.  Wright,  enjoyed  1  Uige  and 
successful  practice. 

James  T.  Higgins,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in   Wilmington,  Del.,  August  22,  1807.     At 
twcniy-two  years  of   age  he  began   carrying  the 
mail  from  Newcastle  to  Ft.   Delaware,     lie  con-   i 
tinned  in  his  duties  as  official  carrier  until   1830, 
when  he  was  employed  by  Joseph  Canon  in  build- 
ing the  Newcastle  &  Chesapeake  Railway.     In  1850    . 
be  juurnejed  to  Wayne  County,  Jnd.,  and  farmed 
upon  rented  land  for  one  year.     At  the  end  of  the 
twelvemonth    he    located    in    Randolph    County,   '. 
where  he  entered  and  cleared  eighty  acres  of  Gov-   ' 
crnmeut  land.     He  afterward  added  eighty  acres   | 
more  to  the  homestead,  and   was  a  hard-working  ■ 
and  upright  man.     In  early  life  he  was  a  Demo-   I 
crat,  and  after  the  Jackson  administration  a  Whig,   ' 
until  toward  the  close  of  his  life  he  became  a  Re-    ; 
publican   in   sentiment.     He   was,  however,  broad    i 
and  liberal  in  his  ideas  and  gave  his  vote   usually 
for    tlie    best  man   regardless    of    party.     During 
his  youth  he  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Churcli. 
*He  was  twice    married,  bis    first    wife    lieiug  the 
motliet'  of  Thoeims  'l\    Slie  was  born  in  liuiling-  j 


ton  County,  N.  J.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Will- 
ram  Higgins,  a  cousin  of  our  subject. 

James  T.  and  Mary  A.  Higgins  were  the  parenl,s 
of  eight  children.     Their  thi-ee  sons  were  Thomas, 
I    the  eldest-horn;  Amos,  who  died  in  prison  at  Ma- 
;   con,  Ga.,  having  been  captured  at  I'ittsburg  l^ntl' 
ing;  and  George,  the  youngest.     The  daughters  in 
their  order  of  birth  were  Sarah  Rockhill, deceased; 
Mary  Mass;  Klizatieth  Hess,  decesiied;  Emily  Hess, 
who  died  in  Missouri;  and  Catherine  Westfall.  The 
'   mother  died  in  June,  1872,  aged  Hfty-nine  years. 
I    She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
I   and  had  been  a  i-esident  of  La  Grange  Township, 
I    Cftss    County,   since    1853.     Thomas   T.  Higgins, 
I    born  and  reared  on  the  homestead  of  his  parents, 
!   attended  the  schools  of  the  district  and  gained  a 
'   common-school  education,  and   by  careful  study 
,    and  leading  has  become  well  posted  in  the  leading 
I    topics  of  the  dav.     At  eighteen  years  of  age  be 
■■laUed  out  in  life  for  himself,  working  on  his  own 
atct  unt  upon  his  father's  farm.     At  nineteen  ycare 
of  "ige   he  maiiied,  and  afterward  at  first  farmed 
uj  on    Riited  land,  but  soon  bought  a   forty-acre 
faim    which  I  e  bi'ought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation.    Prospering,  he  has  added  to  bis  original 
'    homestead  and  now   owns  two  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land,  a  portion   of  which    is   yet    iinini- 
I    proved. 

i       Mr.  Higgins  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 

Caroline  Rathbun  July  4,  1867.     Mrs.  Iliggins  is 

a  daughter  of  Lucius  and  Sarah  (Glick)   Rathbun. 

The  father   was  born    in   Rhode  Island,  and  the 

mother    in   Clarke  County,  Ohio.     In    very  early 

days  Mr.  R.ithbun  resided   in    New    York,   but  in 

!    1820  settled  in  Ohio.     In  1842  they  permanently 

'    located  in  Cas.s  County,  Mich.,  journeying  liillier 

I   slowly  by  wagon.     Mr.  Rathbun  bought  one  hnn- 

■  dred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  lived  upon  tlie 
I    homestead  until  his  death,  in    1875,  at  the  age  of 

■  seventy-five  years.  In  early  manhood  he  was  a 
;  Whig,  but  later  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
i    party.  He  wnsconnected  with  theChristian  Church, 

and  was  a  man  of  sterling  intttgrity.  Twice  mar- 
ried, he  was  first  united  with  Miss  Rhoda  Gillette, 
who  bore  him  eleven  children,  eightsonsand  three 
daughK-rs.  Ills  second  wife  Iweame  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters.   Five 
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of  tlic  family  livfil  t<>  matiiie  ycais.  Lucius  liatli-  | 
hiin  wasason  of  Junallinn Rathhiin.boni  InRhode 
[elaiKi  in  1800,  niid  was  a  fanner  l>y  occnpation, 
(liaiidfather  Oliclf  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  , 
died  jit  an  advanced  age.  He  was  of  German  an- 
cestry. Our  subject  and  liis  estimable  wile  liave 
Iweti  blessed  l>y  tlie  birtli  of  five  children:  J.  I'., 
Florence  May,  Claud  [[,.  lA'ila  Ada  and  Maud 
Klsir'.  Hi".  Iliggins  is  well  known  in  Cass  County, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  friend  and  citizen. 
He  has  with  able  fidelity  occnpied  positions  of 
trust,  and  was  Deputy  State  Iusi>ector  of  Oils,  serv- 
ing for  two  years  under  (iov.  Luce.  In  political 
affiliation,  our  subject  is  a  Kepubliwin,  deeply  in- 
tciested  in  both  local  and  national  affaii's. 

iTil-^ON.  WILLIAM  A.  UAKKK,  JI.  I).  It  is  a 
Ir^l  well-established  fact  tliat  a  man  of  natural 
.'^^  ability,  it  possessed  of  integrity  and  en- 
(i^  ergy,  can  acooniplish  almost  any  given  pnr- 
IKise  in  life.  Kvery  day  furnishes  examples  of 
men  who  commence  a  business  career  empty- 
handed,  and  in  a  brief  [wriod  of  time  accumulale 
considerable  fortune. 

Dr.  Baker  w.is  Imjiii  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  at 
New  I'ittsbui'gh,  MarcJi   17,   1845,  and  is  the  son 
of  James  F.  Hakei',  who  was  born    in  Grafton,  W. 
Va.,  in  180!l,     James  liaker  was  a  tailor  by  occu-    j 
pation,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  wentto   [ 
WayneCounty,  Uliio,  on  horseback.     Me  was  a  Cap-    | 
tain   of    State   militia  and   an    Abolitionist,      He    i 
died    in   Ohio   in    1850,  leaving  a  widow  and  five    i 
children,  namely:  Elizabeth  Nicely,  now  deceased; 
Rebecca  J.  Warner,  of  Kansas;  Martlia  J.  Weleher,    ' 
..f   Pittsford,  Midi.;  William  A.;  and  Marietta  V.    : 
Stevic,  of  Pittsford,     Tlie    mother  of   this  family    I 
of  children  was  born  near  Canton,  Ohio,  in    1810, 
to    the   Hon.   John    Hull,  a   pioneer  of  Ohio,  and    ', 
a  prominent  man  in  the  vicinity  where  he  resided. 
He  ei-ected   the  first   hotel  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  and 
did    mncli    toward  tlie  progress  of  that  town,     lie 
died    in   Sandusky  County,  Obi.>.  sinw  the  Civil 
War,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety  years,     'Die  niolher 


of  our  subject,  who  later  married  Daniel  Kiplinger, 
a  farmer,  bore  him  one  daughter,  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Swartz,  and  died  in  the  summer  of  1888.  During 
her  life  time  she  worked  faithfully  in  the  interests 
of  the  Metliodist  Church. 

When  ten  yeai-s  of  age,  ]>r.  Baker  was  bound 
out  for  eleven  years,  but  when  the  war  broke  out 
be  enlisted  in  Companj'  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Second  Ohio  Infantry,  as  a  private.  After  reach- 
ing Kentucky  ho  was  rejected  by  the  United  States 
mustehng  officer  on  account  of  his  size,  but  he  re- 
enlisted  August  10,  1864,  in  Company  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-eightii  Ohio  Infantry.  This 
time  he  was  more  successful,  and  was  immediately 
made  Covi>oral,  distinguishing  himself  in  the  battles 
of  Murfreesboi-o,  and  Kingston  (N.  C),  and  ]>ar- 
ticipating  in  twenty-three  other  engagements.  He 
was  discharged  at  Ciiarlotte,  N.  C,  July  11,  1865, 
and  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he  attended  school  at 
Canaan,  after  which  he  liegan  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  James  H.  Wallace.  Not  being  en- 
tirely satislied,  the  young  doctor  took  a  course  of 
lectures  at  Ann  Arbor  in  1867-68,  and  giadualed 
in  the  Class  of  '70.  After  leaving  college  he 
located  at  Coloma,  Mich.,  where  he  has  practiced 
ever  since.  In  1882  he  graduated  from  Rush 
Medical  College,  and  li.as  also  finished  the  courses 
of  a  number  of  other  medical  societies  of  minor 
im|H)rtance. 

Our  subject  lias  served  in  various  township 
offices,  filling  tlie  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
very  ci-editably  for  two  years  and  serving  one 
term  as -Supervisor.  In  the  fall  of  1886,  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1888  was 
re-elected.  His  services  Iieeame  so  well  and  favor- 
ably known,  that  in  1889  he  was  a  candidate  for 
Speaker,  and  also  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ways  and  Means.  The  Doctor  was  Medi- 
cal Director  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
in  18!I0,  and  at  the  present  time  is  filling  a  like 
position  in  the  V.  V.  U.  of  the  State. 

The  honor-ible  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Alice  M.  Clark,  who  was 
born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  to  Daniel  and 
Martha  (Zuver)  Clark.  The  first-named  parent 
was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Kerrien  County,  and  en- 
listed in  Company  1,  Twelfth    Michigan   Infantry, 
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Its  i  lie  Majoi  uf  his  regiment  Soon  after  the 
Ijattie  of  Shiloh,  which  is  so  well  known  in  history 
a'5  ont  of  the  bloodiest  tonflicts  of  the  war,  he 
took  sick  fioni  expoaiiie  and  died. 

Oiii    subject  has    foiii    childien,      Jessie    ].,    is 
a    teothci    in    the  Benton    llaibor   School,  and  a   ' 
gL  idnate    of    the  college  of  that  city.  Allen  W„  , 
who  his  been  ittendin^  college  ind  is  now  a  uni-   i 
foinied    ^uide    it    the    Woild  s    Exposition,  is 
young  man  of  prominence  and  served  as  page  i 
the    Slate    legLslatiite  of    18R1      The  other    two 
eliildien  heir  the  names  of  Inc/W.  and  Dot,  their 
names  having  been  given  them  by  the  Woman's  I 
lief  Corps  of  the  State.    Mrs.  Baker  is  a  delegate  to 
Indf^napolis,  and  isa  valuable  and  inHuential  mem- 
ber of  the  society  to  whicli  she  belongs.     The  Doc- 
tor is  an  honored  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons  and  of  the  Grand    Army   of  tiie 
Ucpublie.     lie  also  has  full   membership   with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.     Dr.   Itakor  not  only 
meets  all  his  obligations  as  a  physician,  but  is  an 
extensive  dealer  in  real  estate  and  owns  a  valua- 
ble  farm  of  one  hundred   and   twenty-two  acies 
(which  is  devoted  particularly  to  tlie  breeding  of 
fast   hors.es)   and  twenty-two  acres  platted  in  vil- 
lage lots  in    Coloma.     As  a  successful  physician, 
Di    Itakei  ha-i  won  an  enviable  reputation,  and  is 
atLoided  high  esteem  and  confidence  in  this  com- 
munity 


>p^lIOMAS  A.  miNBURY.  In  the  ages  past 
/f((^.  little  or  no  attention  was  given  to  the 
%^^  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  animals,  but 
witb  the  ever-advancing  civilization  a  wonderful 
change  has  been  wrought  in  thisde|jartment  of  ac- 
tivity, and  at  the  present  time  stock -raisers  invar- 
iably secure  the  best  medical  attention  for  their 
hoi'ses  and  cattle.  Among  the  people  of  south- 
wcrLcrn  Michigan  there  is  no  veterinary  surgeon 
wlKjse  reputation  for  skill  and  success  is  more 
linnly  established  than  that  of  Dr.  Bunbuvy.  Ilis 
iulirmary  and  otiige  are  located  at  Nos,  129,  131 


and  133  South  Second  Street.  Niles,  in  one  of  the 
most  picturesijue  and  attractive  parts  of  the  city. 

In  Cass  County,  Midi.,  near  the  Berrien  Coun- 
ty line,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the 
9th  of  December,  1845.  He  is  of  Irish  parentage, 
his  father,  Edward  Buubury,  having  been  liorn  in 
the  Kmerald  Isle,  while  bis  mother,  whose  niaideu 
name  was  Mary  Kelly,  was  born  in  (Juebee,  Canada, 
ot  Irish  parentage.  Slie  accompanied  her  parents 
to  Berrien  County  when  asmnllcliild  and  grew  to 
womanhood  heif.  The  father  of  our  subject  ac- 
companied bis  brothers,  Matthew  and  .lames,  to 
America.  He  located  fii-st  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  and 
removed  thence  to  IJerrien  County,  securing  em- 
ployment here  on  the  Micliigan  Central  Railroad. 
In  185"2  he  embarked  in  the  livery  business  and 
coiiducled  a  profitable  trade  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  February  10,  1876,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years.  His  widow  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  witb  one  of  her  daughters.  Mrs-  Maggie 
Blain,  residing  near  Osage  City,  Kan. 

Thomas  A.  Bunbury  received  his  education  in 
the  union  school  of  Nilcs,  and  the  knowledge 
there  gained  was  afterward  supplemented  by  a 
tlioi"OUgh  eouiTje  of  study  in  Noti-e  Dame  Univer- 
sity, at  Notre  Dame,  Ind.  Upon  leaving  colirge 
he  entered  his  father's  employ,  his  special  work 
!>eing  the  care  of  sick  horses,  not  only  lliosc 
belonging  to  the  stables  but  also  to  the  people 
living  in  Niles.  From  necessity  he  was  obliged  to 
begin  the  study  of  medicine  and  the  anatomy  of 
the  borse,  and  soon  acquired  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  profession.  After  his  father's  death 
be  commenced  in  business  for  himself,  fitting  up  a 
l)arn  for  the  cai-e  and  treatment  of  all  kinds  of 
diseases  and  ailments  of  horses,  and  his  business 
grew  so  that  he  acquired  a  widespread  reputation 
for  .skill  and  proficiency.  He  is  often  called  to 
other  parts  ot  the  State  m  consultation  and  for 
the  purpose  of  treating  dillicult  cases,  so  that  he 
lias  quite  a  large  cireuit  in  his  profession.  In  al- 
most every  case  he  has  met  with  success.  His 
ready  practice  in  liandling  horses  secures  to  him 
superior  advantages  as  a  veterinary  surgeon. 

In  1872  Dr.  Bun^nry  married  Miss  Anna  Machin, 
of  liertraud.  Niies  Township,  Berrien  County,  and 
the   daughter   of  .John   and  KMzabeth   (Anslow) 
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Macliin,  early  settlers  of  tins  township.  Dr.  ami 
Mrs.  liunbiiry  tiave  tour  cliililren:  Mary,  Sniali. 
KrtwardaiKl  Florence.  In  liis  political  opinions,  one 
subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  .always  gives  liis 
influence  to  tlie  cantlidat^s  of  tils  chosen  party. 
Twice  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Treasurer 
of  Niles,  and  liie  service  in  tliat  inipcrtant  office 
was  perfectly  satisfactory,  lie  is  a  member  of  St. 
Joseph  rx)dge  No.  28J,  A.Y.  &  A.  M.,  of  wliich  he 
is  one  of  the  charter  nieinlters,  and  a  cliarter 
member  of  tlie  Maccabees'  Ijodije,  Niles  Tent. 


'■«-i*8*i-*— 


^^'.KOKGE  W.  KING.  If  there  isany  one  class 
;jj  __  of  men  which  more  tlian  any  other  is  en- 
\^||  titled  to  the  consideration  and  respect  of  all 
true  citizens,  it  is  that  class  of  brave,  persevering 
men  whom  we  call  pioneers.  To  them  we  owe  the 
luxuries  which  surround  us.  Tlicy  endured  the 
hardships  and  labored  uiiweariedly  in  order  that 
their  descendant*  might  l»ave  the  comforts  wliich 
to  them  wei-e  denied.  Such  a  one  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  now  an  aged  man,  who  is  jiasslng 
his  declining  years  tranfiuilly.  lie  is  a  familiar 
and  prominent  figure  in  the  city  by  the  lake,  re- 
spected and  trusted  by  the  business  men  of  St. 
Joseph,  and  reverenced  hy  young  and  old. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Henry  A.  and  Oyntliia 
(Nichols)  King,  natives  of  New  York.  He  was 
born  in  Onondaga  County,  that  State,  January 
12,  1816,  and  one  year  later  his  parents  removed 
to  Jelferson. County,  lie  spent  the  early  yeai-s  of 
his  life  in  the  Empire  State,  where  be  gained  his 
education  in  the  common  sclioois  and  aided  bis 
father  in  the  farm  work.  In  1844  he  came  West 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Itenton  Township,  Ber 
ricn  County,  where  he  cleared  two  hundred  acres 
of  timbered  land,  and  devoted  the  entire  tract  to 
geneiTil  farming  purposes.  As  a  farmer  he  wis 
skillful  and  enterprising,  and  by  the  proper  fertih- 
zation  of  the  soil  and  rotation  of  crops  secuied 
the  most  satisfactory  results  from  his  land.  The 
farm  was  pl.tced  under  lii<^li  cnltivation  as  the 
years  passed  by,  until  it  look  front  rank  among  the 
34 


estates  of  llerrien  County.  A  residence  suitable  to 
the  needs  of  the  family  and  containing  the  com- 
forts of  existence  embellished  the  place,  as  well 
as  other  structures,  roomy  and  substantial. 

The  life  of  a  farmer  is  usually  uneventful.  Kacli 
year  tlie  seed  is  sown,  the  waving  grain  tosses  to 
and  fro  with  every  breeze,  Ihe  harvest  time  comes 
and  the  grain  IS  stored  away  in  the  granaries  for 
winter  use.  In  a  general  way,  this  was  the  life  of 
Mr.  King  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  gained 
a  reputation  for  miles  around  asan  honorable  man 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  as  well  as  successful 
farmer.  In  1877  he  retired  from  farming  pur- 
suits and  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  lie  still  owns  the  old  homestead  in  Ben- 
ton Township  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
good  land,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
1  In  addition  to  the  farm,  he  is  the  owner  of  consid- 
erable real  estate  in  St.  Joseph. 

On  September  7,  1837,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  King  to  Miss  Susan  Williams,  of  New  York. 
Six  children  wei-e  born  of  the  union:  Eunice, 
Henry.  George,  Delos,  DcGoHerand  De  Witt.  All 
are  living  except  tlie  daughter,  Kunice.  The  pres- 
ent wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  be  was  married 
in  1884,  wa.i  Miss  Diantlia  K.,  daughter  of  Sylves- 
ter and  Emily  (Lloyd)  Totman.  She  is  a  lady  of 
rare  worth  of  chai-acter  and  is  highly  regarded  in 
St.  Joscpli,  where  she  has  many  warm  personal 
friends.  While  Mr.  King  is  not  actively  interesUd 
in  politics,  he  nevertheless  is  a  pronounced  cliam- 
pion  of  tlie  Republican  party,  and  votes  that  ticket 
at  every  election. 


sfl  KWISC.  LYHROOK.  Of  tlic  younger  ele- 
I  (©  mciit  of  our  prominent,  energetic  and  in- 
11^^-  fiuential  citizens,  none  are  better  known 
than  Lewis  C.  Lybrook,  one  of  tbe  practical  and 
successful  farmei-s  of  Cass  County.  During  the 
years  he  liiis  followed  his  chosen  occupation  here, 
lie  has  shown  liiinself  endowed  with  superior  ability, 
and  his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  everything 
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pertaining  to  liis  calling  and  soundness  of  judgment 
have  plaoed  tiim  among  Uie  substantial  farmers  of 
his  locality.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  wheic  he  now 
lives,  section  2»,  Silver  Creek  Township,  in  1856, 
and  from  an  early  age  has  displayed  mnch  apti- 
tndc  for  his  calling. 

His  grandfather,  Isaac  ii.  Lybrook,  was  a  native 
of  the  grand  old  t^itale  of  Virginia,  and  was  there 
reared  to  manhood  and  married,  selecting  his  wife 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Nancy  Uiirk.  He  was  a 
nnin  of  education  and  learning,  and  in  connection 
with  farming  was  for  many  yeare  engaged  in  till- 
ing the  soil.  At  an  early  date  he  moved  to  Oiles 
County,  that  State,  and  there  his  son  liiiltzer, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1824.  l.ike 
most  of  tlie  farmer  boys  of  thil  d'lv  the  litter  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  1  str  tt  fch  ols,  and 
his  early  experience  as  a  fan  e  las  ino  t  benefi- 
cial to  him  in  later  years.  Wle  but  liild  he 
emigrated  with  his  mothei  t  tl  B  (,ke>e  Slate 
but  a  few  years  later  he  c  t  e  ^  tl  i  ei  to  C.iss 
County,  Mich,,  where  he  made  his  home  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  They  were  among  the  first  sel- 
tlers  of  their  township,  having  settled  there  about 
1828  or  182!),  and  were  classed  among  its  repre- 
sentative citizens. 

There  Baltzer  grew  to  manhood,  but  later  ho 
went  with  his  mother  to  Berrien  County,  where 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Klizabeth  Miller.  Follow- 
ing his  marriage  he  entei'ed  a  piece  of  tund  in  that 
comity  and  there  remained  for  some  time.  Latei, 
he  entered  the  land  where  our  subject  now  lives, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  lived  to  see 
this  all  well  improved.  lie  was  a  stanch  advocate 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  was  called  on  at  dif- 
ferent times  to  hold  townsliip  oIKces.  He  was 
Treasurer  and  Highway  Commissioner  and  was  an 
able  and  careful  official.  His  death,  which  oc- 
curied  'n  1886  vas  the  occasion  of  great  sorrow, 
for  all  felt  tl  e  loss  to  be  sustained  by  the  depart- 

Our  s  bject  t!  e  eldest  of  the  four  childi-en  born 
to  1  s  pa  ents  has  always  been  a  resident  of  Cass 
Count  an  1  s  ne  of  the  young  but  representa- 
tive citizens.  His  brather  and  sisters  were  named 
as  follows:  Andrew,  at  home;  Eliza,  wife  of  James 
Snyder;  and   Anna   B.,  wife  of  Edward  Moore. 


Lewis  C,  supplemented  a  common-school  education 
by  attending  the  l>owagiac  High  School,  and  has 
always  remained  under  the  parental  roof.  He  is 
welt  informed  and  well  educated,  and  for  some 
time  taught  school,  where  he  made  quite  a  reputa- 
tion as  an  educator.  Since  his  father's  death  he 
has  taken  charge  of  the  farm,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  liis  brother  has  carried  it  on  successfully. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  held  the  of- 
fice of  Supervisor  .lud  Clerk  of  the  township. 


^^T,  LANSON  .1.  FOX.     One  of  the  most  nota- 
^£m     blc  examples  of  success  furnished  by  llie 
///  II    history  of  Nilcs'  mercantile  enterprises  is 
^  that  of  the  firm  of  A.  J.  Fox  <fe  Son,  which 

has  enjoyed  a  steady  expansion  of  its  trade  and 
increase  in  its  facilities  from  its  original  establish- 
ment in  1870  to  the  present  time.  The  store  Is  a 
substantial  building,  22x80  feet  in  dimensions,  two 
stories  being  utilized  for  the  stock,  which  consists 
of  a  full   line  of  dry  goods,  carpets,  oil-cotli,  cur- 


tail 


;,  etc. 


The  senior  member  of  the  firm,  Alanson  .1.  Fox, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  .(anuary 
31,  1837.  His  father,  Alanson  Fox,  was  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  and  was  horn  thirty  miles 
south  of  Buffalo.  lie  followed  the  trade  of  a  slii|i- 
carpenler  and  whfcciwright,  and  erected  the  first 
flouring-mill  in  Jackson,  this  State.  He  had  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  this  city  in  1836,  and 
died  eight  yeans  afterward.  His  wife  was  Cnwj- 
line  J.,  daughter  of  Gilbert  L.  Harrison,  and  a  na- 
tive of  New  York.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  F<ix, 
she  married  again  and   died  in  Michigan,  in    1881). 

The  youngest  in  order  of  birth  of  four  children, 
our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  Jackson 
until  the  age  of  twelve  yeai-s.  lieing  a  stepson, 
matters  became  very  unpleasant  at  home,  and  ac- 
cordingly at  that  age  he  started  out  among  stran- 
gers and  commenced  the  battle  of  life  for  himself. 
His  entire  possessions  consisted  of  an  ordinary 
suit  of  clothes  and  seventy-five  cents  in  money, 
with  whicli,aitda  considerable  antoimt  oftleter- 
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miiiatiun  and  courage,  lie  started  on  foot  to  the 
lionie  of  his  married  sister,  Mrs.  Howe,  wlio  then 
resided  in  Berrieo  County.  He  had  not  gone  veiy 
far  wlieii  it  commenced  to*  rain,  and  his  clothes 
were  soon  drenclied.  He  traveled  along  until  late 
in  the  evening,  when  lie  stop|>ed  at  a  house'  and 
asked  if  lie  could  slay  all  niglit.  .Su|t|tosing  him 
to  be  a  runaway  boy,  the  man  refused  to  keep  him 
and  advised  him  to  go  home. 

Witli  this  rebuff,  the  weary  lad  once  move  faced 
the  elements.  The  road  along  which  he  traveled 
was  skirted  on  both  sides  by  timber,  and,  being 
wet,  hungry  and  tired,  lie  sat  down  on  a  log  and 
meditated  upon  liow  to  pass  the  night.  He  soon 
regained  his  usual  courage  and  i-esumed  his  jour- 
ney. At  the  next  house  ho  was  met  at  the  door 
by  a  lady  who  invited  him  in,  placed  before  hiin 
an  appetizing  supper  and  gave  him  dry  clothes, 
putting  his  suit  before  the  fire  to  diy.  The  next 
morning  after  breakfast  she  had  him  tell  his  story, 
and  in  sympathy  with  him  offered  him  $2  to  aid 
him  in  reaching  his  sister's.  At  the  same  time, 
with  tears  in  her  eyes,  she  gave  him  some  good 
advice,  for  which  he  lias  always  held  her  in  the 
highest  esteem. 

Arriving  at  his  sister's  house,  our  subject  at- 
tended school  in  that  vicinity  the  following  win- 
ter, and  then  returned  to  Jackson  and  s[>ent  the 
summer.  He  then  joined  his  sister  and  brother- 
in-law  at  Buchanan,  thiscounty,  where  heattended 
the  schools  for  one  wintei.  Later  he  secured  em- 
ployment on  the  Uock  Island  Railroad,  near  Gen- 
eseo.  III.,  and  did  carpenter  work  and  was  vari- 
ously engaged  until  he  reached  his  twentieth  year. 
At  that  age  he  entei-ed  the  employ  of  Samuel 
Griltin,  of  Niles,  Mich.,  and  occupied  n  clerical  po- 
sition in  his  store  Cor  three  years.  Later  he  pur- 
chased fifty-three  acres  near  Buchanan,  where  he 
engaged  iu  farming  for  three  years,  and  then,  re- 
turning to  Niles,  engaged  as  clerk  for  H.  Eastman 
for  five  years.  He  then  embarked  in  the  dry-goods 
business.  Sixteen  montiis  aftcrw.ird  he  sold  the 
stock  and  became  a  traveling  salesman,  his  route 
including  the  Slates  of  Michigan,  Indiana  and 
Oliio. 

In  1873  Mr.  Fox  formed  a  partnership  with 
tieoige  W,  Uougan,  under  the  rum  name  of  Fox 


itDougan.and  they  conducted  a  lai^e  trade  in 
dry  goods  fOJ'  Ave  yeai-s,  after  which  they  divided 
the  stock.  Our  subject  continued  merclmndising 
alone  until  1885,  when  he  took  into  partnership 
his  son,  Carl  J.,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  changed 
to  A.  J.  Fox  &  Son.  Subsequenlly  anotlier  son. 
Hairy  L.,  was  taken  into  the  firm,  the  title  remain- 
ing the  same  as  before.  These  two  sons  are  the 
only  children  of  Mr.  and  Mis,  Fox.  The  latter 
was  Miss  Salina  A.  Diewett,  and  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage followed  the  pTOfossion  of  a  teacher  in  Roch- 
ester, N.  v.,  and  Michigan.  The  religious  home 
of  the  family  is  In  tlie  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  they  are  active  workers  and  liberal  con- 
tributors. In  politics,  Mr.  Fox  is  a  Republican,  but 
IS  not  a  partisan  in  Ins  preferences.  Socially,  he 
is  a  member  of  St.  Joseph  Valley  Ix)dge  No.  4, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


Sr^'REDEUICK    C.  SCHMIDT. 
It^'l  among     the    business    men    of    Niles   who 
!^  through   the  exercise  of  sound  judgment 

and  energy  have  attained  to  a  position  of  influ- 
ence in  the  community,  may  be  mentioned  the 
name  of  Mr.  Schmidt,  who  is  a  well-known  whole- 
sale and  retail  dealer  in  mealfi  at  this  place.  He 
is  a  native  of  Germany  and  was  born  on  the  5th 
of  Apiil,  1858.  He  was  a  child  of  three  years 
when  his  parents,  Fi-edcrick  A.  and  Anna  C, 
(Kenniffhoff)  Schmidt,  emigrated  to  America,  and 
after  landing  in  New  York  City  proceeded  thence 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Niles,  Here  Mr. 
Schmidt,  Sr.,  opened  a  meat-market  in  1869  and 
remained  in  business  for  many  years.  The  mother 
and  wife  passed  from  earth  in  1890. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Niles,  where  he  was  the  re- 
cipient of  good  educational  advantages  in  the 
common  schools.  After  taking  a  course  of  study 
in  Iwok-keeping,  he  entered  his  father's  establish- 
ment and  became  book-keeper  for  the  meat  market. 
Upon   rcitcliing  his  majority  he  opened  a  meat- 
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market  on  Main  Street  and  baa  remained  there 
since,  meanwhile  building  up  an  extensive  and 
prolitable  trade  and  handling  botli  fresh  and  salt 
meats.  The  wholesale  and  retail  business  amounts 
t-o  about  140,000  per  annum,  and  the  success 
which  has  I'Cwarded  the  enterprise  proves  better 
than  mere  words  could  do  the  sagacity  and  good 
judgment  of  the  proprietor. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Schmidt  was  iiis  marriage,  wliicli  took  place  Oe- 
cember  13,  1881,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Carrie 
11.  Ives,  an  aceompli8lie<1  joung  lady,  residing  in 
Niles,  and  the  daughter  of  K.  B.  Ivcs,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  the  plaec.  The  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  four  cliildren,  namely:  Harry  B., 
Carl  B.,  Norma  and  a  baby.  The  family  residenee 
is  a  commodious  and  conveniently  arranged  hou^e 
and  is  situated  on  Third  Street.  Here  Mr.  and 
Mre.  Schmidt  welcome  their  hosts  of  friends  with 
that  cordial  hospitality  for  which  they  are  well 
known,  and  here  Mr.  Sciimidt  finds  relaxation 
from  the  cares  of  business. 

While  not  an  office-seeker,  Mr.  Schmidt  takes  an 
intelligent  interest  in  public  aSaii'S  and  advocates 
witli  warmth  and  fidelity  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party.  In  his  social  artiliations  be  is 
actively  associated  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  St. 
Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  A  A,  M,,  Niles 
Chapter  and  Commandery.and  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar. In  every  respect  be  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  the  German-American  citizenship  whicli  has 
contributed  so  effectively  to  the  progress  of  the 
United  States. 


i^^-5^-=— 


^ROF.  GEORGK  J.  EDGCUMBK,  A.  M.,  Pii. 

IJ)  D.,  Principal  of  Benton  Harbor  College,  was 
y^  born  near  Plymouth,  England,  November 
fe  17,  1844,and  is  tlie  son  of  William  and 
Eliza  (Jayne)  Edgcumbe.  His  childhood  years 
were  passed  in  his  native  place,  and  he  enjoyed 
exceptional  educational  advantages,  his  studies 
being  carried  on  under  the  preeeptoreliip  of  some 


of  the  most  nol«d  teacliei'S  of  England.  It  may 
with  justice  be  said  of  him  that  he  availed  himself 
to  the  utmost  of  his  opixirtunities,  and  througli 
diligence  in  study  and  a  systematic  course  in  read- 
ing, be  gained  in  bis  youth  a  broad  knowledge  of 
historical  subjects  on  general  topics  of  interest. 
He  was  graduated  from  Victoria  U'niversity  in 
1875  and  later  from  Wesleyan  University,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  Ph.  D. 

After  Hlling  some  of  the  best  positions  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  eountry.and  gaining  the  rep- 
utation of  being  one  of  the  most  successful  dis- 
ciplinarians and  instructoi-s,  in  1883  he  came  to 
Benton  Harbor,  where  lie  became  Superintendent 
of  the  city  schools  and  continued  in  that  capacity 
for  a  period  of  three  years.  While  occupying 
that  position,  he  effected  many  improvements  in 
the chai-acter  of  the  brandies  taught,  as  well  as  the 
mode  of  teaching,  and  succeeded  in  placing  the 
schools  here  upon  a  substantial  footing. 

In  1886he  founded  the  Benton  Harbor  Normal 
and  Collegiatti  Institute,  which  lie  conducted  with 
a  continually  increasing  attendance  until  181^2. 
During  that  year  the  scbooi  was  incorporaled  and 
the  name  of  the  inslitution  changed  to  the  Benton 
Harbor  College  and  Normal,  under  which  title  it 
is  now  conducted.  Here  students  are  piepared 
for  the  higher  universities  and  colleges,  and  many 
go  directly  from  this  institution  to  Welleslev 
(Mass.)  College,  the  State  Univei-sity  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Northwestern  College,  and  other 
prominent  universities, 

Tlie  building  is  a  line  frame  structure,  four 
stories  in  height,  and  most  beautifully  located  on 
the  Morton  Bluff,  overlooking  the  lake  and  the 
city.  It  has  an  attemlanee  in  the  academic  de- 
partment of  two  hundred  and  forty,  and  for  the 
summer  session  an  attendance  of  sixty-seven.  The 
music  conservatory  has  an  attendance  of  (tftv- 
two,  while  ill  all  the  departments  there  is  an 
average  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  students. 
Eighteen  tencbers  constitute  the  working  I'oice  if 
the  institution,  under  whose  careful  and  intelli- 
gent guidance  the  students  make  rapid  advance- 
ment in  their  chosen  studies.  There  are  two 
good  dormitories  occupied  hy  teachers  and  stu- 
dents, and  in  these  board  inaj-  be  segyred  at  $2.25 
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or  $2.5(1  per  week,  wliile  goori  acconiinod.ttions 
are  also  furnished  by  privale  families  iie;ir  tlie 
college.  Tlie  instiliitioii,  botli  in  point  of  atten- 
dance and  grade  of  sciiolarship,  ranks  among  llie 
best  in  the  State,  and  great  credit  is  due  tlie  gen- 
tleman lo  whose  intelligent  latxirs  and  well-directed 
efforts  tliese  results  may  be  attrilmted. 


JIfOIIN  DliAPEH.one  of  the  weaitliy  farmers 
11  of  Porter  Townsliip,  Cass  County,  was  born 
II  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  July  17,  18.16.  His  fa- 
^j^,/'  tlier,  wliose  name  was  also  John,  was  born 
in  Hennington,  Vt.,in  1799.  The  paternal  grand- 
faLlier,  of  whom  we  know  little  save  that  he  was 
born  in  Vermont  and  was  of  English  estraotion, 
went  to  New  York  and  died  there.  The  senior 
Joliu  Draper  iKicame  a  large  solt  manufacturer 
on  tlie  banks  of  the  Erie  Canal  in  Salina,  N.  Y. 
lie  married  Almira  Parish,  who  was  born  in  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.  Of  her  family  we  know  but  little  more 
than  the  mera  fact  that  it  was  a  large  and  some- 
what prominent  old  New  York  family.  In  1837 
J<ihn  Draiwr,  Sr-.i-anie  to  Michigan  from  the  State 
of  New  Y'ork.  At  that  time  his  family  consisted 
of  his  wife  and  two  children.  Of  these,  John,  Jr., 
was  the  youngest  and  only  one  year  old.  His  fa- 
ther had  made  a  small  fortune  in  the  salt  nianu- 
fucliiring  business  and  came  here  with  rather  more 
money  tlian  the  aveiage  pioneer.  He  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Por- 
ter Township,  Cass  County,  and  later  sold  his  fli-st 
purchase  and  bought  the  land  wliere  our  subject 
lives,  lie  here  accumulated  valuable  proi^ertyand 
at  his  death  left  a  fortune  of  *40,O()O.  A  man  of 
excellent  business  attainments,  in  all  his  dealings 
he  displayed  shrewd  sagacity  and  the  highest  prin- 
ciples of  honor.  He  contributed  liberally  to  the 
support  of  religions  enterprises,  but  never  united 
with  any  church. 

Of  tlie  brothers  and  sistei-s  of  our  subject,  Hai- 
rictt  was  the  eldest;  she  married  Levi  Hifenberg 
and   died    in    1809.     William  was  a  soldier  in  the 


late  war,serviiig  for  three  years  in  the  Kalamazoo 
Battery,  and  died  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
Sarah  married  Samuel  Sliivels,  a  retired  fanner  re- 
siding in  Constantinc,  Mich.,  and  they  have  throe 
children.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  thi-ee 
years  after  the  family  came  to  Michigan,  and  the 
father  m.arrieil  again,  choosing  as  his  wife  Esther 
Ann  Babcock.  Of  this  marriage  three  daughters 
were  born,  all  of  whom  arc  now  deceased. 

In  a  manner  similar  to  other  farmer  boys,  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  passed  his 
youthful  days,  receiving  the  limited  educ'ation  of 
the  district  schools  and  aiding  his  father  in  clear- 
ing foTir  hundred  acres  of  land.  In  the  spring  of 
1861  he  married  Miss  Wealthy  O'Dell.  In  August 
of  the  following  year,  wlien  the  country  was  in 
peril,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  D, 
Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  sent  with 
hia  regiment  into  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  With 
about  one  hundred  other  Union  soldiers,  he  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  rebel  flen.  Forest  and  thrown 
into  Libby  Prison,  where  for  months  he  suffered 
the  tortures  of  that  hell  of  the  Southern  Confeder- 
acy. For  three  weeks  lie  was  delirious  and  when  he 
was  Anally  [Hiroled  It  was  not  thought  that  he  could 
live,  bat  fortunately  he  recovered  and  again  took 
his  place  in  the  I'anks.  Ele  was  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign and  fought  in  the  battles  of  Kesaca,  Peach 
Ti-ee  Creek,  Atlanta  and  all  the  engagements  from 
Atlanta  to  the  sea.  During  his  entii-e  service,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  three  years,  he  was  never  off  duly  ex- 
cept while  in  prison.  He  participated  in  the  Grand 
Review  at  Wasliington,  and  thus  closed  a  military 
career  of  which  he  and  his  friends  may  well  be 
proud. 

During  the  absence  of  Mr.  Draper  in  the  army, 
his  wife  died,  in  1863.  On  the  8th  of  November 
1867,  he  married  Mrs.  Christina  Vanncr,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  one  child, MattieBelle, 
an  accomplished  young  lady,  who  is  at  home  with 
her  parents.  In  1877  Mr,  Draper  went  to  Kansas 
and  became  extensively  interested  in  the  stock 
business  and  engaged  as  a  stock-trailer  through- 
out Kansas,  Texas  and  Indian  Territory.  In  1883 
he  sold  out  his  interests  there,  having  at  the  time 
a  half-interest  in  seventeen  hundred  head  of  cat- 
tle worth  $16,000.     On  his  return  to  Michigan    he 
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*;ame  into  possession  of  the  old  Lome  place,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  Here  lie  has  been  largely  en- 
gaged in  the  stock  bnsiness  and  at  tiie  present  time 
has  one  horse  for  which  lie  paid  *l,000,  a  fnll- 
hlooded  English  Shire.  Formerly  heowned  nearly 
six  hundred  acres  of  land,  but  has  disposed  of 
some  of  his  property  through  trade.  "  His  farm  is 
conceded  to  be  one  of  tlie  finest  in  Porter  Town- 
ship and  is  embellished  with  improvements  of  tiie 
most  modern  Itind.  For  several  years  lie  has  done 
very  little  manual  work  himself,  as  lie  is  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  his  army  service;  however,  he 
gives  his.  personal  attention  to  the  management  of 
his  estate.  A  radical  Republican  in  politics,  he  has 
never  aspired  to  oflice  and  has  never  accepted  any. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


PRANK  G.  BROWN  is  one  of  Berrien 
County's  most  enterprising  fruit-growers 
and  has  passed  almost  his  entire  !ife  upon 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  On  section  12. 
township  4,  range  19  west,  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Benton  Township,  he  owns  and  cnltivates 
thirty-two  acres.  Himself  a  native  of  Ohio,  he  is 
the  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  New  England 
ancestors,  whose  characters  and  lives  were  most 
honoi-able,  and  whose  efforts  were- contributed  to 
assist  in  the  progress  of  their  various  communities. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Brown,  was 
born  in  Kent,  Conn.,  and  was  one  of  four  children 
in  the  family  of  William  Brown.  He  removed  to 
Ohio  in  1816  and  settled  in  Lorain  County,  wheie 
he  engaged  in  farming.  There  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Delia  Richards,  and  they  be- 
came the-  parents  of  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Charles,  who  is  an  attorney  in 
Marquette,  Mich.;  and  William,  who  is  in  the 
furniture  business  in  the  same  place.  The  second 
marriage  of  George  Brown  united  him  with  Miss 
FloraGillet,and  the  only  child  born  of  this  union 
is  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 

In   1858  Mr.  Brown,  Sr.,  came  to  Michigan  and 


identified  himself  with  the  growing  interests  of 
Berrien  County.  On  section  12  of  Benton  Town- 
ship, he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  heavily  timbei-ed 
land  and  at  oute  began  the  work  of  cutting  down 
the  trees  and  clearing  tlie  place.  As  the  yeai-s 
passed  by  the  results  of  liis  efforts  tecame  appar- 
ent in  an  ever- increasing  degree,  and  his  place 
took  rank  among  the  best-improved  estates  in  the 
county.  Here  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  use- 
ful existence  was  terminated  by  death.  He  passed 
away  in  1884,  and  his  widow  survived  him  for 
eight  years,  dying  in  1892.  They  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episco|>al  Church,  and  wei-e 
among  the  most  prominent  of  the  early  settlers  ()f 
the  county. 

Bora  in  Berea,  Ohio,  July  28,  1857,  our  subject 
was  about  one  yeaj'  old  wJien  he  was  brouglit  by 
his  parents  to  Michigan.  Here  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  received  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  In  December.  1878,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  witli  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  I^vitt 
Camfleld,  and  tlie  third  in  order  of  birth  among 
four  children.  IShe  was  born  in  Canada  and  came 
to  the  Stales  when  four  years  of  age.  Four  cliil- 
dren  have  been  born  to  bless  this  union:  Maiiel, 
Leonard,  Levitt  and  Flora.  Mr.  Brown  is  an  en- 
ergetic, industrious  man,  possessing  sound  judg- 
ment and  capabilities  of  a  high  order.  In  his  i-e- 
ligious  opinions  lie  is  strong  in  his  allegiance  to 
the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Chui-ch,  with  which  his 
wife  is  also  identified.     Politically,  lie  is  a  Repiil»- 


;  ^^^mm-^-t^MB^^^  ^ 


^^  HARLP:S  A.  JOHNSON.  To  a  greater  ex- 
fl[^,  tent  than  any  other  country,  American 
^^J  biogi-apliy  has  furnislied  illustrious  exam- 
ples of  the  power  of  steadfast  purpose  and  in- 
domitable energy.  Many  who  have  achieved  suc- 
cess in  life  have  risen  from  positions  of  poverty 
to  prominent  and  influential  posts  of  honor  in 
their  various  communities.  Among  those  who  by 
energetic  application  have  gained  a  solid  reputa- 
tion as  substantial  business  men  maybe  mentioned 
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the  name  of  C.  A.  .Toliiison,  Cashier  of  Hie  First 
National  Bank  of  Nilcs,  and  one  of  tlie  best  finan- 
dei's  of  southwestern  Midugnii.  Tlioiigh  young 
in  .years,  lie  tins  gained  a  practieftl  knowledge  of 
men  and  things  which  othtti-s  have  labored  long 
years  to  secnre, 

A'rosident  of  Michigan  tliroiighout  his  entire 
life,  Mr.  Johnson  was  honi  in  IScrrien  County  on 
the  8tii  of  Febi-iiavy,  1856.  He  is  the  son  of 
Alfred  W.  and  Desire  (Howe)  Johnson,  natives  re- 
S|iee1ively  of  Vermont  and  New  York,  the  latter 
Lieiiig  a  daughter  of  Frederick  W,  Howe,  of  Ver- 
mont. In  18;i2  Alfred  W.  Johnson  removed  with 
his  family  to  Michigan,  He  was  a  contraetor  and 
buildei'.  His  death  occurred  in  1890.  At  the 
time  of  his  demise  he  was  eighty  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  in  18H).  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  personalily,  decisive  in  character  and  u 
stanch  Democrat  politically.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  tli-st  Board  of  Supervisors  in  the  village  of 
Niles,  and  was  in  many  ways  identified  with  the 
progress  of  this  section  of  the  Ktate. 

The  youngest  in  n  family  of  eiglit,  Charles  A. 
Jolinson  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Niles,  where 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  later  beoame  a  student  in  the 
lligli  School.  In  1874  he  entered  the  First  Na- 
tional ISankofNiics  as  messenger  hoy  and  from  that 
position  was  promoted  to  Paying Teilerand  in  1878 
l>ecame  Cashier,  which  position  he  still  holds,  lie  is 
a  member  of  the  Hnildiug  and  Loan  Association 
and  is  at  present  serving  as  its  Treasni-er.  He  is 
also  Trciisurcr  of  tlie  Niles  Klcctric  Light  Com- 
pany. Reali/iiig  the  importance  and  value  of  a 
good  education  as  the  foundation  for  all  success  in 
the  busiuess  world,  lie  gives  his  aid  to  all  enter- 
prises for  the  promotion  of  educational  interests, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  has  been  en- 
abled to  render  practicai  assistance  along  that  line. 

In  188;(  opcurrod  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnson 
to  Miss  Itertie  Hopkins,  of  Marshnli,  Midi.  Mr. 
and  JMis.  Johnson  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Alfred  Hopkins.  In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr. 
Johnson  is  identified  with  the  St.  Joseph  Valley 
Lodge  No.  -1,  A.  F.  &  A.  H.,  and  the  Niles  chapter 
and  commatidery.  Politically,  ho  is  a  pronounced 
Democrat,  but  is  liberal  in  his  views  and  numjiers 


many  friends  in  both  parties.  In  .addition  to  the 
responsible  position  of  Cashier  of  the  F'irst  Xn- 
tional  Bank  of  Niles,  he  is  also   president  of  the 

liank  of  Plankinton.  S.  Dak. 


jtL  IRAM  LULL,  an  infinentia!  resident  of  Ber- 
Wji-  lien  County,  and  a  successful  farmer  of 
1^^  WatervlietTownship,  was  born  in  the  town 
(^  of  Scipio,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Decem- 
ber 18,  1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Lucin- 
da  (Colton)  Lull.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Ben- 
jamin Lull,  was  born  in  Delaware  and  served  in 
the  war  for  inde])endence,  rendering  gallant  service 
in  the  cause  of  the  Colonies.  He  and  his  good  wife 
i-earcd  twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daugbtei-s, 
and  of  the  former,  Jacob,  Benjamin  and  .loseph  all 
attained  to  advanced  ages. 

About  1700  Grandfather  Lull  came  West  as  far 
as  New  York,  where  he  made  settlement  in  Oteego 
County,  pui-chasing  a  farm,  which  he  cleared  and 
improved.  There  he  resided  until,  at  the  npe  old 
age  of  ninety-six  years,  he  passed  to  his  iinal  re- 
ward about  1842.  His  wife  survived  !iim  for  a 
short  time,  her  death  occurring  when  she  was 
almut  ninety-six.  He  had  served  in  many  ofticial 
capacities  and  was  well  and  prominently  connected 
with  the  best  interests  of  his  community.  In  his 
religious  views  he  was  a  Baptist,  and  jjcid  the 
office  of  Deaom    in   lliat  denomination   for  many  - 

.Joseph  Lull  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N,  Y., 
in  February,  I7i)2,  and  in  an  early  day  removed 
to  Cayuga  County,  where  he  cleared  and  im|H'Oved 
two  hundred  acres.  In  1842  he  moved  to  Clay- 
ton County,  Iowa,  where  he  entered  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  and  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  April,  IHiil.  His  wife  passed 
from  earth  in  F'ebiunry,  1873,  aged  eighty-five. 
They  were  the  t>:irents  of  twelve  chihlren,  and 
reared  eleven  of  the  numlier  to  maturity,  a)>  fol- 
lows: Oi-a,  Polly,  Clarissa,  Clarinda,  Juliana,  Riz- 
pah,  Abner,  \Valt«r,  Slelvin,  Oeorge  and  Hiram. 
The  fa'.her  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.     Jn 
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politics,  lie  was  a  Whig  and  served  in  various  of- 
ficial capacities,  including  the  position  of  Justice. 
Religiously,  ho  was  a  BaptisI  and  was  a  prominent 
member  of  tliat  denomination.  His  wife,  llie 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Oteeifo 
Connty,  N.  Y.,  and  was  of  .Scotch  descent. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  our  subject  began  to 
earn  his  living  on  tlie  farm,  and  three  years  later 
lie  commenced  to  work  at  painting,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  for  four  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  small  farm,  consisting  of  fifty  acres,  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  whither 
he  had  removed  in  1844  from  Chautauqua  County, 
liis  father  havinj^  settled  in  the  county  last  named 
in  1822.  In  May,  1855,  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  near  Big  Rapids,  where  he  entered  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  from  the  Government. 
He  cleared  and  improved  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  this  tract,  and  at  the  same  time  conducted 
an  extensive  lumbering  business.  At  different 
times  he  purchased  land  aggregating  three  thou- 
sand acres.  He  now  owns  two  farms  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  each,  both  well  improved, 
and  he  also  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
timbered  land  in  Muskegon  County. 

April  5,  1886,  Mr.  Lull  removed  to  Van  Buren 
County,  where  he  commenced  the  cultivation  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres.  In  November, 
1860,  he  located  where  he  now  resides  on  section 
12,  Watervliet  Township.  His  first  purchase  was 
eighty  acres,  but  he  has  added  to  his  property  un- 
til he  now  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty-four 
acres,  comprising  two  farms  in  two  counties.  He 
also  owns  a  two  hundred  acre  farm  in  northwest 
Missouri.  In  1886  he  lost  his  right  foot,  and  since 
that  time  lias  been  unable  to  perform  tlie  liard  la- 
bor to  which  he  was  accustomed  in  former  yeara. 
However,  he  is  still  active  and  energetic  and  sup- 
erint£nds  the  entire  management  of  his  propertv. 

In  regard  to  social  relations  Mr.  Lull  is  a  Mason. 
He  is  an  earnest  Christian  and  has  been  a  church 
member  for  more  than  forty  years.  Formerly  he 
was  ft  Ifaptist,  but  is  now  identified  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  In  politics  a  Republican,  he 
has  been  elected  on  the  ticket  of  that  party  to  var- 
ious official  positions.  He  has  served  as  Supervi- 
sor  for  two  terms  and  as  .lustice  of  the  Peace  for 


one  term.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  has  lost 
over  *40,000  in  cash,  and  has  given  his  sons  more 
than  $30,000.  he  still  retains  a  sufficient  amount  of 
this  world's  goods  to  enable  him  to  surround  him- 
self and  family  with  every  comfort,  as  well  as 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

September  5,  1842,  Mr.  Lull  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lucinda  Packard,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Yorkshire,  Cattaraugus  County, 
N.  Y.  Her  father,  Benjamin  Packard,  was  a  mer- 
chant in  that  village;  he  also  followed  farming 
pursuits  and  was  engaged  in  business  as  an  hotel- 
keeper.  He  was  of  Dutch  descent,  and  in  religion 
was  a  Universalist,  and  in  politics  a  Republican. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lull  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
as  follows:  Alphonso,  a  physician  residing  in  Ft. 
Angeles.  Wash.;  Lorenzo,  a  lumberman  of  Wash- 
ington; and  Ozi'O,  whose  home  is  in  Ottawa  Coun- 
ty, Mich.  Politically,  Mr.  Lull  was  in  former 
yoaifi  a  Whig,  and  is  now  strong  in  his  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  jiarty. 


;U,LIAM  V.  PETKR:^.  Tlie  excellence  of 
*     the  soil  of    Berrien    County  for  the   pur- 

^^  pose  of  friiit-giowing  has  been  demon- 
strated, and  the  cities  have  been  surrounded  with 
an  industrious  population,  thmugh  whose  efforts 
the  land  gives  forth  the  elements  of  wealth  in 
the  results  of  labor,  and  who  are  supplying  to  the 
towns  a  large  proportion  of  their  business  strength. 
Prominent  among  the  successful  fruit- growers  of 
St.  Joseph  Township  stands  the  name  of  William 
F.  Peters,  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  located  on 
section  2. 

The  first  representative  of  the  Peters  family 
in  America  was  .lacoi),  our  subject's  grandfather, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  and  emigrated  thence 
to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day,  settling  in 
Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and  following  farming  pur- 
suits there  until  his  death.  During  the  War  of 
1812  he  rendered  valiant  service  to  our  country 
and  was  afterward  a  pensioner  of  the  Govern- 
mejit.     He  and  liis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
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Naney  Bell,  were  the  pareiUs  uf  one  daughter 
and  seven  sons.  Henry  Petei-s,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
grew  to  mauliood.  At  Naples,  Ontario  Countj', 
N.  Y.,  iie  married  Miss  Rachael  Watkins,  and,  re- 
turning to  Yates  County,  resided  there  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  the  early  age  of  tliirty- 
three. 

Tlieie  were  seven  children  in  the  pai-ental  fani-    j 
ily,  of  whom  the  survivors  are:  Charles  W.,  a  res-   i 
ident  of  Bangor,    Mich.;  Henry  B.,    a  grocer    of   | 
Citra,  Fla,;  Georgia,  who  is  the   wife  of  Edward    j 
Brain,  of  Chicago;  and   William   F.     The  father   ' 
o[  these  children  was    quite  successful  in  his  agri- 
cultural   o|>erfttions    and    became    the    owner   of   ' 
alKiut  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in    New  York 
State.     Ho  also  served  as    a  Captain  in   the  Slate 
militia.     Removed    by   death    when    his  children 
were  small,    tbey   were  deprived    of    his    helpful 
counsel    and    active   assistance,  and    were    early 
obliged  to  earn  their  own  livelihood. 

In  Middlesex,  Yates  County,  N.  Y,,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice  was  born  January  31,  1843,  and 
upon  the  home  place  lie  spent  the  years  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth.  After  complelingthe  studies 
of  the  common  schools,  he  entered  the  academy 
at  Naples,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  one  year. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  left  home  and  came 
to  Michigan,  wiiere  he  located  in  Branch  County 
upon  a  farm  near  Leonidas.  One  year  later  he 
came  to  Berrien  County,  and,  in  connection  with 
his  brother  Cliarles,  puichased  a  peach  farm  con- 
sisting of  thirty  acres.  This  they  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully until  the  blight  ruined  the  peaches,  after 
which  they  devoted  their  attention  to  raising 
berries.  Mr.  Peters  now  has  thirty-seven  acres, 
of  which  twenty-five  have  been  set  out  in  fruit. 
While  lie  devotes  his  attention  principally  to  ber- 
ries, he  also  has  a  peach  and  pear  orchard,  and 
linds  the  business  a  profitable  one.  The  improve- 
ments upon  the  place  are  the  result  of  his  labors, 
and  the  farm  is  now  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  lady  who  in  1868  became  tlie  wife  of  Mr. 
Peters  was  formerly  Mrs.  Ella  Hammond  and  is  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  being  the  daughter  of 
Siimuel  Yund.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Hoy  S.,  who  is    at    homo;  and  Jessie   M.,  a 
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teacher  in  the  public  scliools  of  St.  Joseph.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Peters  is  a  llvpublican,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  Treasurer  of  Lincoln  Township  for 
four  years. 


JACOB  N.  BURRIDGE,  a  well-known  citizen 
and  property-owner  residing  in  Benton 
Harbor,  was  born  in  Braintree,  Orange 
,^^.  County,  Vt.,  November  30,  1820.  He  traces 
his  lineage  through  a  long  line  of  worthy  fore- 
fathers to  England,  whence  during  the  Colonial 
days  members  of  the  family  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Vermont,  becoming 
closely  identified  with  the  history  of  that  State. 
The  father  of  our  subject.  John  Burridgc,  was 
born'  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  in  1837 
removed  to  Elkhart  County,  Tnd.,  near  Goshen. 
In  1860,  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  where  his 
death  occurred  during  the  year  186G.  He  had 
matried  Miss  Ruth,  daughter  of  Is.aae  Pratt,  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont. 

During  the  early  part  of  this  century  educa- 
tional advantages  in  Vermont  wei'e  very  meagre. 
The  schoolhouses  were  primitive  structures,  and 
the  method  of  instruction  was  scarcely  less  prim- 
itive than  ■' the  temple  of  learning"  itself.  The 
opportunities  for  acquiring  knowledge  enjoyed  by 
Jacob  N.  Burridge  were  limited  to  the  common 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  but,  such  as  they 
were,  he  availed  himself  of  them  to  the  utmost. 
However,  bis  education  has  been  gained  princi- 
pally in  the  school  of  experience,  that  vast  school 
where  all  mankind  are  pupils. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  Mr.  Burridge  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Indiana,  where  he  aided  Uis 
father  in   the   work  of  clearing  and  improving  a 
farm   in  Elkhart  County.     When   eighteen  years 
old    he    accompanied  a    parly    of    sixteen   to  the 
I    Manitou  Islands,  where  he  chopped  wood  during 
I    the  winter,  in   that  way  earning    his    first    *100, 
!    In    the    spring  of   the  ensuing   year  he  returned 
I    to    Elkhart  County,  Ind.,    wliere  he  bought  one 
I    hundred   and  sixty  acres  and   devoted  his  atten- 
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tiou  to  general  farming  and  sUnk-mising.  In 
1867,  he  removed  to  Benton  Harbor,  wlieie  lie  en- 
gsged  extenaivelj-  in  fruit-raising  linlil  1H72,  and 
sin(;e  tliat  time  be  has  been  dealing  in  real  estate 
and  residence  property.  He  owns  a  number  of 
lota  and  bouses  in  the  city,  including  his  residence 
on  Pipestone  Street. 

A  pronounced  Republican  politically,  Mr.  Bur- 
I'idgc  is  interested  in  all  questions  ot  public  im- 
poi't,  but  is  not  a  partisan  in  his  pieferences.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  connected  with  Benton  Harbor 
Lodge  No.  132, 1.  0.  0.  ¥.,  in  wliieli  he  is  an  in- 
fluential member.  Almost  a  balf-century  bas 
passed  since,  in  1845,  he  married  Miss  Polly  .1. 
Foster,  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  most  esti- 
mable lady,  wbo  during  their  long  wedded  life  has 
proved  a  devoted  helpmate  to  her  husband.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Cliureb.  Mrs.  Bur- 
ridge  is  the  daughter  of  David  S.  and  Charlotte 
Foster,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  passed  the 
closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Indiana. 
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^^ILLARD  B.  FKKNCH,  an  experienced  ag- 
riculturist and  snccessfu!  stock-raiser  of 
Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
is  a  prominent  citizen  and  for  forty  years  has 
been  intimately  asst>ciated  with  the  growth  and 
progress  of  his  liome  locality.  The  birtliplace  of 
Mr.  French  was  upon  a  farm  of  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  April  6,  1847.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Titus  French,  was  of  English 
descent.  Born  in  the  Empire  State,  he  made  bis 
lifetime  home  within  its  bordei-s  and  married  and 
roared  a  family,  his  son,  Samuel  French,  being 
tlie  father  of  our  subject.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bliss  French,  was  of  English  ancestry,  but  was 
born  in  New  York,  where  she  married,  and  with  her 
Imsband  located  upon  a  farm  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  faniihar  scenes  of  childhood.  In  18,53 
the  parents  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Bertrand  Township,  from  that  time  then'  continu- 


ous residence  until  their  deiUli.  linergetic,  indus- 
trious and  upright  in  chamcter.  they  were  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  them. 

Into  their  pleasant  home  liad  come  seven  chil- 
dren, three  daughters  and  four  sons.  Willard  li. 
was  the  third  child  and  third  son, and  was  six 
yeai-s  of  age  when  he  accompanied  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  lo  the  West.  He  attended  tlip 
school  of  the  home  district  at  first,  but  later  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  instruction  in  the  schools  of 
Buchanan.  Until  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
remained  witli  his  parents  and  then  began  life  for 
himself,  at  first  engaging  for  eight  months  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Buchanan,  in  company  with 
his  brother  Henry  C.  In  September,  1869,  Mr. 
French  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Davenport, 
daughter  of  William  R.  and  Laura  Davenport.  Mrs. 
French  was  a  native  of  New  Kngland  and  was  iKirn 
in  Vermont,  With  her  husband  she  located  npon 
section  1,  Bertrand  Township,  where,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  jear  spent  in  Buchanan  Township, 
they  have  since  continued  to  reside.  Our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  bte.ssed  by  the 
birth  of  two  daughters  and  three  sons.  Fannie  is 
the  wife  of  a  prosperous  farmer,  Isaac  Wills,  of 
Bertrand  Township;  Fred  E.,  Grace,  George  W, 
and  Robert  W.  are  all  at  home. 

Mr,  French  has  a  valuable  and  productive  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  and  a-lialf  acres 
and  also  owns  six  acres  of  timber  in  Buchanan 
Township.  Aside  from  the  duties  of  general  fann- 
ing he  profitably  handles,  in  partnerslili)  with  his 
brother,  a  high  grade  of  boi-ses,  principally  Pcrch- 
erons,  and  also  makes  a  specialty  of  choice  cattle. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  ably  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  local  office,  having  been 
Ti-easarer  of  the  township,  Treasurer  of  the  school 
fund  and  Assessor.  Our  subject  has  tor  ten  yeai-s 
been  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Buchanan  and  lins  been  active  in  church  work  and 
the  extension  of  religious  influence.  He  has 
shared  in  the  labors  of  the  .Sunday-school,  and 
as  Chairman  of  the  Church  Building  Committee 
did  invaluable  service  in  the  erection  of  tlie  new 
house  of  worship  completed  in  1892  in  Bu- 
chanan. The  edifice  cost  $8,000,  to  which  sum 
Mr.  Fiencli   was   a    liberal  contributor  as   well  as 
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devoting  mucli  time  to  its  buildjjig.  Tlie  beauti- 
ful home  of  our  subject  and  liis  family  is  the 
abode  of  hospitality,  and  ti|ioii  the  old  farm  a 
liirgo  circle  of  friends  finds  ready  welcome. 


FDWAKD  F.  WOOOaiCK,  Cashier  of  the 
Citizens'  National  liank  of  Niles,  was  born 
i^^  near  the  village  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.  His 
pfircnls,  David  F.  and  Ann  Eliza  Woodcock,  weie 
natives  of  I^assac-husetts,  and  the  father  after  his 
maiiiage  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  became 
prominent  in  the  business  circles  of  Ingham  Coun- 
ty, Edward  F.  spent  his  boyhood  yeai'S  in  titis 
State,  where  be  acquired  a  practiwtl  knowledge  of 
tlie"three  R's"  in  the  common  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood.  After  completing  the  course  of 
study  at  the  public  schools,  ht  entered  the  agri- 
cultural college  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  where  he  avail- 
ed himself  to  the  utmost  of  the  excellent  oppor- 
tunities there  open  to  him.  .Since  completing  his 
schooling,  he  has  constintly  added  to  bis  store  of 
information  and  broadened  his  knowledge  by 
observation  and  reading. 

Upon  commencing  in  business  for  himself,  Mr, 
Woodcock  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Robson 
Hro8.,at  l^ansiug,  where  he  remained  for  a  brief 
period  as  book-keeper.  In  1877,  he  became  con- 
nected wilh  extensive  banking  interests  in  that 
city,  find  accepted  the  position  of  book-keeper  for 
the  Central  Michigan  Savings  Bank,  from  which 
position  lie  was  promoted  to  that  of  Assistant 
Cashier  and  acted  in  that  cajmcity  until  1882. 
His  services  in  that  prominent  financial  institution 
were  satisfactory',  both  to  the  Directors  of  the 
Imnk  and  the  officers,  and  during  his  residence  in 
the  capital  city  he  made  a  host  of  warm  friends, 
who  regretted  his  departure  from  the  city  in  order 
to  accept  another  position. 

In  1882  Mr.  Woodcock  accepted  the  position  of 
Assistant  Cashier  of  the  Niles  bank,  and  held  that 
place  until  1885,  when  he  was  chosen  Cashier  of 
tlie  Citizens'  National  Bank.  Here  he  has  since 
done  etficient  service,  meantime  gaining  a  widely 


extended  reputation  f<ir  the  ability  and  efflcient 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  place.  When  at  leisure  from  his  banking  busi- 
ness, he  finds  rest  and  pleasure  in  his  beautiful 
home  and  in  the  companionship  of  his  wife,  whom 
he  married  in  1879  and  who  was  formerly  Miss 
Ida  B.  Ingersoll. 

Devoted  as  he  is  to  his  business,  Mr.  Woodcock 
finds  lime  for  public  affairs,  in  which  lie  maintains 
an  unceasing  and  warm  interest.  In  bis  political 
preference  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  serv- 
ed as  Cliairman  of  the  City  Republican  Committee, 
at  all  times  taking  an  active  and  intelligent  interest 
in  local  politics,  lie  has  never  solicited  nor 
desired  olHcial  honors,  but  upon  the  request  of  his 
fellow. citizens  he  accepted  the  position  of  Alder- 
man and  served  for  two  terms  in  that  capacity. 
He  is  a  Thirty-second  Degree  Mason,  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Lodgeof  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  also 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is 
the  Treasurer  of  various  other  orders,  of  the  local 
board  of  the  National  Tx>an  and  Investment  Com 
pany  of  Detroit,  and  Seei-etary  of  the  Niles  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  He  is  one  of  the  Directors  in 
the  first  State  Havings  Bank  of  Niles,  .and  is  Treas- 
urer of  the  Niles  School  Board. 


UILLIAM  .T.  ABBOTT.  Throughout  Cass 
County  the  subject  of  this  notice  has 
\Jf^  gained  the  reputation  of  teing  an  enter- 
prising citizen,  genial  companion  and  successful 
farmer.  On  section  3.  Milton  Township,  he  owns 
and  operates  a  large  tract  of  land,  on  which  he 
raises  the  various  cereals  and  also  engages  in 
Stock-raising.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  comprising  the  farm,  one  hundred  have  been 
placed  under  cultivation,  and  the  entire  estate  is 
embellished  with  first-class  improvements.  Since 
Mr.  Abbott  located  here  in  1877  he  has  been  in- 
strumental in  securing  many  improvements  and 
has  erected  a  numberof  substantial  buildings  suit- 
able to  their  various  purposes. 
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Born  in  Kent  County,  Del.,  ti&.u  tliu  city  of 
Milford,  May  19,  1838,  the  subject  of  tliis  skett-li  is 
tlie  son  of  George  and  -Mary  (Jones)  Abbott,  na- 
tives of  Delaware,  wbo  were  there  married  and  re- 
sided for  many  years.  The  father,  wlio  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  a  painter  bj'  trade,  mi- 
grated to  Michigan  in  an  early  day  and  located  in 
Milton  Township,  Caas  County,  where  lie  died  at 
tlie  age  of  seventy.  The  mother  passed  away  at 
tlie  age  of  sixty-eight,  and  their  mortal  remains 
are  buried  side  by  side  in  the  Smitb  Chape!  Ceme- 
tery. Both  were  lionorable,  npriglit,  and  kind- 
liearted  in  disposition,  and  tlie  mother  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Ill  the  parental  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren: Mary  P..  deceased;  Elizabeth  H.,  widow 
of  J.  A.  Coverdale,  of  Milton  Township;  George 
P.,  a  resident  of  Howard  Township,  Cass  County; 
William  J.,  ot  this  sketch;  Hiram,  who  was  killed 
in  August,  1892,  by  falling  from  a  horse,  wliich 
dragged  him  a  considerable  distance  in  tliestirru]>; 
.lames  H.,  who  makes  his  homo  in  Milton  Town- 
ship, Cass  County;  Alice  A.,  the  wife  of  John  W. 
Webb,  of  Nebraska;  Lydia  J.,  wife  of  A.  J.  Dun- 
ning; and  Louisa,  who  died  in  infancy.  William 
J.  is  the  fifth  ciiild  and  the  second  son  of  this  fam- 
ily. He  was  about  five  years  old  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Cass  County  and  located  in 
Milton  Township,  where  the  rudiments  of  his  ed- 
ucation were  secured  in  the  log  schoolhousc  near 
his  home. 

March  28,  1860,  Mr.  Abbott  married  Sarah  J. 
Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  IM., 
June  2,  1835,  being  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Sarah  (Davis)  Wilson,  natives  of  Delaware.  Mrs, 
Abbott,  the  eldest  of  three  children  in  the  family, 
was  reared  in  Delaware,  where  she  remained  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Abbott  resided  for  one  year  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson 
Township,  Cass  County,  and  thence  removed  to 
Milton  Township,  locating  on  section  3.  For 
twelve  years  he  resided  in  that  place,  and  thence 
iti  1877  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  on  the 
same  section,  where  he  now  owns  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  have  been  born  two 
daughters;  Zada,  who  is  at  home;    and  Zelta,  the 


wife  of  Alvin  I.eet,  of  Milton  Township.  In  his 
political  connections  Mr.  Abbott  gives  his  hearty 
support  to  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  is  prominent  in  the  ranks  of  that  organiza- 
tion. For  two  years  he  served  as  Treasurer  of  the 
township  and  has  also  filled  the  school  ottices  ac- 
ceptably. In  whatever  position  he  has  served,  he 
has  proved  the  possession  of  energy,  good  judg- 
ment and  sound  common  sense,  and  is  justly 
prominent  in  local  affairs. 


B*+^i 


JOHN  WILLIAMS.  It  is  doubtless  entirely 
owing  to  the  industrious  and  persevering 
manner  with  which  Mr.  Williams  has  ad- 
hered to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  that  he 
has  risen  to  such  a  substantial  position  in  farm 
affairs  in  his  county.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  wiLhin  the  confines  of  Berrien  County, 
and  as  a  natural  result  he  Is  much  interested  in 
tiie  progress  and  development  of  the  secticm  and 
has  done  his  full  share  in  making  it  the  magnifict'iit 
farming  region  that  it  now  is.  He  was  born  in 
Indiana  on  the  I7lh  of  December,  1838,  the  third 
child  of  Daniel  and  Malinda  (Millage)  Williams, 
a  short  notice  of  whom  is  given  in  the  skeLcli  of 
Charles  M.  Williams. 

John  Williams  was  reared  in  Berrien  County. 
Mich.,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  but  owing  to 
the  fact  that  his  services  were  required  on  Ids 
father's  farm,  he  attended  school  only  a  short 
time  each  j'ear,  and  thus  acquired  but  a  rudinien- 
tarv  knowledge  of  the  common  branches.  This 
deficiency  he  remedied  in  later  years  by  contact 
with  the  business  world,  by  reading  and  observa- 
tion, and  he  is  now  regarded  as  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.  What  Mr.  Williams 
has  accomplished  in  this  way  as  well  as  in  the 
accumulation  of  worldly  goods  has  been  at  the 
expense  of  many  days  of  hard  labor,  but  the 
result  has  been  in  every  way  satisfactory.  His 
devotion  to  business  has  been  great  and  his  energy 
unlliigging,  and  to  this  all  his  s 
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Ill  1H67  lie  led  to  Hymen's  allar  Miss  Mary 
MuiTfly,  wlio  wiis  Iwrn  in  Ohio  «t  dingliter  of 
Thomas  Miirca.y,  -tiid  to  llieit  union,  wtnoii  has 
|)iovc<l  to  bi'  11  liappy  ont,  one  diii^litei  Ilss  been 
{fivi'ii,  I.niii'n  E.,  wlio  is  still  it  liomc  witli  hei  par- 
ents. Mr.  Williams,  wlio  liis  always  siip|ioite(l  Re- 
publican principles,  and  cist  bi:  tii-,t  I'lesidential 
vote  for  .lames  liucbunan.  is  devoted  to  tlie  wel- 
fare of  liis  section  and  so  far  as  bis  means  will 
permit  is  I'cadv  to  support  all  laudable  enterprises. 
I'pon  the  opening  of  tlie  Civil  War,  all  his  sympa- 
tbies  were  enlisted  on  the  side  of  tlie  Union  cause, 
and  in  September,  1862,  be  enlisted  in  Company 
C.  Twonty-fiflh  Micbigari  Infantry.  He  was  dis- 
charged in  September.  1865.  In  December,  1862, 
he  was  taken  with  measles  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  aud 
WHS  taken  to  Ilospitiil  No.  lo  in  that  city,  where 
he  rt'iiiained  about  three  months.  He  then  i-e- 
joined  his  refjinieut  but  wasafterwards  transferred 
to  a  reserve  corps  and  was  later  sent  to  the  lios- 
pitiil  in  Chicago, where  he  remained  about  eighteen 
nionllis.  He  wjis  then  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  nnd  returned  to  Berrien  CoiiHly.  Mich., 
where  he  has  since  lived. 

He  has  lieen  the  proprietor  of  his  present  farm 
since  about  I87il,  which  place  consists  of  twenty 
acres,  situated  about  seven  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  fSi.  .losepb.  He  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Fiirmcrs'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  also 
of  the  Chapman  Post  No.  21,  G.  A.  U.,  at  St. 
Joseph.  His  parents  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  this  county,  but  were  married  in   Klkhart,  Ind. 


v-^tt:=-_^^jg^ — ^ 


^r9.,h:0RGK  W.  WIIJJAMS.  Many  of  the 
[/(  ^_.  moat  successful  farmers  of  Cass  County 
'?i;^'  have  spent  their  entire  lives  within  its 
limits,  and  have  from  youth  been  inlim.itely  asoo- 
cinled  with  the  development  of  its  resources.  In 
this  class  we  may  mention  the  name  of  Mr,  Will- 
iams, who  was  born  in  Milton  Township,  this 
comity,  on  t!ie  Ifith  of  March.  IH.ST,  and  who  now 
owns  ,iiid  cultivates   a   liiielj--ini proved   farm   on 


section  14,  of  this  township.  His  father,  Spencer 
Williams,  was  born  in  SussexCounty,  I>el.,  in  1807, 
and  in  his  youth  spent  about  three  years  in  Ohio. 
Ketnrnin<r  to  Delaware,  he  spent  only  a  shof't  time 
in  that  StaU?,  and  removed  thence  to  Michigan,  in 
1831,  making  the  journey  in  comjKiny  with  Peter 
Triiitt  and  other  well-known  pioneers  of  Cass 
County. 

Locating  on  a  rented  farm  in  Milton  Township, 
the  senior  Mr.  Williams  devoted  his  attention  to 
improving  tlie  place, and  was  very  successful  in  his 
efforts,  hiking  rank  among  the  foremost  agricul- 
turists of  his  vicinity.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  in  1877,  mourned  not  alone  by  bis 
immediate  relatives,  but  also  by  his  large  cii'cle  of 
acquaintances.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years 
be  married  Miss  Sarah  Smith,  a  native  of  Dela- 
ware, born  April  4,  1812;  she  died  May  9,  1881, 
'  af.ter  a  life  of  usefulness,  devoted  to  the  welfare  of 
her  husband  and  children,  to  whom  she  was  most 
tenderly  attached.  Her  father,  George  Smith,  was 
ft  native  of  Delaware,  while  the  paternal  gi-and- 
father,  Spencer  Williams,  was  of  Scotch  descent. 

Our  subject  is  tlie  second  child  of  his  father's 
family,  which  numbered  thirteen,  nine  of  whom 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  They  arer 
John  H.,  George  W.,  Mary  M.,  Emma  A.,  liliza  A. 
(deceased),  Lovina,  .Samuel  O,,  and  Spencer  (de- 
ceased). Wesley  died  at  the  age  of  five  ycai-s; 
Tainson  A.  passed  away  when  two  years  old,  and 
two  others  died  in  infancy.  In  1861  George  W. 
enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  K,,  Sixth  Mich- 
igan Infantry,  becoming  a  private.  Later  he  was 
transferred  to  the  heavy  artillery,  and  participated 
in  many  engagements  of  the  Army  of  the  Guif. 
lie  was  wounded  at  Port  Hudson  with  a  minie- 
ball,  but  otherwise  escaped  uninjured.  At  the  close 
of  his  period  of  enlistment  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service,  at  Kalamazoo,  and,  re- 
turning to  his  home,  resumed  farming  ojierations. 

l>ecember  28,  1864,  Mr.  Williams  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  McMichael,  who  was  born  in  Harris  Town- 
ship, St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  on  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1839.  Her  fatlicr,  Alexander  McMichael, 
was  born  in  Krie,  P:i.,  January  20,  1807,  and  died 
July  r,  1870.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
!   was  Jane  Coverdale,  was  born  in  Delaware,  June 
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11,  1818,  and  is  still  living,  being  now  (1893) 
seventy-live  years  old.  Wrs.  Williams  was  tlie 
oldest  of  three  daughters,  the  others  being  Martha 
A.,  born  July  1,  18-14,  and  raiinie,  born  Novem- 
ber 1,  1848.  All  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Will- 
iams passed  away  on  tlie  last  day  of  the  year  1891, 
leaving  one  son,  Guy  M.,  whose  birth  oceurred 
S('|)leniber  14,  186!),  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides.  lie  is  an  intelligent,  well-informed  young 
man,  and  a  graduate  of  the  South  Itend  Conimer- 
eial  College. 

In  1868  Mr.  Williams  loeated  on  his  present 
farm,  and  has  devoted  his  attention  to  his  farming 
pursuits,  working  with  so  much  energy  and  ability 
that  he  has  acquired  the  ownership  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  acres  of  well-improved  land,  em- 
bellished with  suitable  buildings  and  machinery 
adapted  to  agricultural  purposes.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Republican,  but  never  takes  an  active  interest  in 
political  matters,  and  has  never  consented  to  hold 
official  positions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Disciples 
Church,  on  Harris  Prairie,  and  is  one  of  the 
Deaoons  in  that  religious  organization.  Guy  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  socially 
alfiliatos  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
at  Edwardsburgh.  | 


"ilT^jENJAMlN  S.  CARPENTER,  a  leading  citi- 
Ir^V  ^^"  ^^^  successful  genei'al  agriculturist  of 
)pM)J)  Benton  Township, Berrien  County,  Mich., 
^^^y  prosperously  cultivates  his  fine  liomeslead 
located  on  section  84,  and  has  for  a  long  period  of 
time  been  associated  with  the  upward  progress  of 
his  present  locality.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  bom  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  February  18,  1821.  His 
father,  Stephen  Carpenter,  is  also  a  native  of  the 
Empire  Stjite,  his  birthplace  being  in  Wayne 
County.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John  E.  Car- 
penter, was  born  in  Massachusetts  and,  a  courage- 
ous man,  bravely  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  The 
father,  Stephen,  also  participated  in  the  troublous 
scenes  of  that  war,  and  liis  widow  dww  a  pension 
long  after  his  death,     i'lie  mother  of  owr  subjeci 


was  in  maidenhood  Miss  Hannah  Hcovill,  daughter 
of  Henry  Scovill.  The  father  cultivated  farms  in 
Onondaga  and  Cattaraugus  Counties  of  New  York 
State,  and  later  made  his  home  in  Warren  County. 
Ohio.  Finally, in  1860,  he  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  continued  to  i-e- 
side  in  Sodus  Township  until  his  death  in  1861. 

Of  the  ten  brothers  and  sisters  who  gathered 
about  the  old  New  York  St.ite  fireside  many  years 
ago,  eight  survivwi  to  yeai-s  of  maturity,  and  five 
are  yet  living.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest-born; 
Stephen  resides  in  Haron  County,  Ohio;  l-Iannah 
is  the  wife  of  Rodman  Ellis,  an  able  agriculturist 
of  Huron  County,  Ohio;  Mary  is  a  widow  and  is 
at  home  in  Huron  County,  Ohio;  and  John  Car- 
penter has  a  residence  on  the  lake  shore  in  lieirieu 
County.  The  second  son  surviving,  Benjamin  S., 
our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  and  is  a  practical  farmer,  tiioroiiglily  un- 
derstanding the  tilling  of  the  soil.  He  was  reared 
in  his  early  home,  but  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Ohio,  in  which  .State  be  was  married  to  Miss  Amy 
Amanda  Foote,  a  daughter  of  John  .S.  Foote,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Huron  County,  Ohio,  the 
birlhpl.ace  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Carpenter.  The 
newly-married  couple  remained  for  a  time  in  Hu- 
ron County,  Ohio,  and  then  journeyed  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  the  spring  of  1845  in  Berrien  Springs, 
Berrien  County.  Here  the  husband  at  first  fol- 
lowed his  tr.ide,  until  he  bought  a  farm  and  de- 
voted himself  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  in  So- 
dus Township.  At  the  expiration  of  five  years  he 
removed  to  H.igar  Township. 

Benjamin  8.  Carpenter  is  an  active  member  of 
llie  Baptist  Church  and  an  efficient  aid  in  the  good 
work  of  that  religious  denomination.  He  is  in 
political  atflliation  a  Democrat,  and  was  the  liret 
Supervisor  of  Sodus  Township.  Ho  boughteiglity 
acres  of  land  in  Hagar  Township,  and  lived  there 
for  sixteen  years.  In  1880  he  located  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  nine  children,  all  living, 
Ilis  first  wife  did  not  long  survive  her  marriage, 
and  left  no  children.  Some  time  after  her  death 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Malvina  Nixon,  daughter 
of  John  and  Sarah  Nixon,  The  second  wife  l>e- 
came  the  mother  of  tiu'ee  children,  of  whom  two 
are  yei.  living:  Arthur,  whose  home  is  in  Colomaj 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECCED. 


513 


an(1  Ella,  wife  «f  Nelson  Gibney 
entering  llic  bonds  of  matrimot 
Sly,  Benjamin  S.  Carpenter  had 
ci-eased  by  the  birlh  of  livechildi-cn.  Minnie  is  tlie 
wife  of  Nelson  Howell. aleamster  of  Chicago:  Car- 
rie married  Chauncey  Curtis;  Tena  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Stump,  a  farmer  of  Nebi-aska;  Itcnjamin  A, 
resides  in  tlie  township;  and  Alma,  at  home.  Our 
siil)ject  Ins  a  farm  of  twenty  acres,  all  under  higli 
euUivation  and  devoted  to  fruit.  lie  raises  straw- 
lierrics  prineipally,  but  has  a  fine  peach  and  apple 
orchard,  and  has  made  a  success  of  horticulture. 
Mr.  C'jivpentcr  is  a  member  of  tlie  United  brethren 
Church,  and  lias  held  in  that  religious  denomina- 
tion the.  oIKcial  positions  of  Deacon  of  the  church 
and  Steward.  A  man  of  upright  character  and 
sterling  integrity,  \m  inBiience  is  cast  on  the  side 
of  right.  In  political  alHliation  he  is  a  sturdy 
Democrat,  and  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare  is 
ever  prepared  to  do  his  (wirt  as  a  true  and  liberal- 
spirited  Americau  citizen.  Widely  known,  our 
suliject  lias  a  JLost  of  friends  in  the  community  of 
the  county,  fi>r  so  many  years  liis  constant  abiding 
place. 


^^^§ii^"i^e»^i-^  < 


If  AMKS  I{.  IIALK,  a  fanner  in  Cass  County, 
tlie  Treasurer   of  Calvin  Township,  and   a 

till    veteran    of  the    Civil    War,     was    born    in 
f)    .leilerson    County,   near  Richmond,  Oliio, 
February  20,  1S40.     He  was  next  to  tlie  eldest  in 


A  tliird  time  !  secure  the  money  necessary  for  hiring  a  siibstitut*; 
with  Sarah  I  whether  on  account  of  his  dislike  to  going  to  the 
is  family  in-  :  war,  or  because  it  was  necessiiry  for  him  to  remain 
Minnie  is  the  at  home  to  pi-ovide  for  his  family,  who  were  in 
poor  circiunstances,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
learn.  Tlio  grandfather,  Henry,  died  in  Ohio 
about  18r>9  or  1860.  Stephen  was  the  eldest  of 
three  sons,  and  had  five  sisters,  one  of  whom  was 
older  tlian  himself.  All  of  this  family  remained 
in  Ohio  with  the  exception  of  Stephen,  who  went 
to  Weils  County,  Ind.,  in  October,  1850.  In  1864 
he  removed  from  that  State  to  Michigan,  where  he 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Calvin  Townsliip,  Cass  County. 
and  there  died,  July  6,  1881,  In  early  life  he  was 
a  Whig,  and  cast  his  lot  with  the  Republican  party 
upon  its  organization,  remaining  faithful  to  it 
until  the  day  of  his  death.  Religiously,  he  was  a 
member  of  tlie  Free- Will  Haptist Church, and  lived 
an  upright.  Christian  life. 

Nancy  (Reed)  Hale,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Centre  County,  Pa,,  February  (J,  1813, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Arthur  Reed,  an  Irish- 
man, but  whether  Ijorn  on  the  Emerald  Isle  or  in 
this  country  we  do  not  know.  The  family  moved 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  in 
1817,  when  Nancy  was  about  four  years  of  nge. 
There  she  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Stephen 
Hale,  whom  she  married.  Fleven  children  were 
born  of  the  marriage,  three  of  the  daughters  dying 
in  infancy.  The  eldest  of  the  family,  Elizabeth, 
married  John  W.  Aker,  a  pump  manufacturer  and 
farmer  in  Stark  County,  Ind.  Marj'  Jane  became 
the  wife  of  I.  M.  Harris,  who  died,  leaving  two 
sons  and  thi-ee  daughtei-s;  the  widow  now  lives  in 


L 

»  family  of  eleven  children,  there  being  four  boys   |    Brownsville,  this  county.     Sarah  Matilda  marri- 


1  father,  Stephen  Hale,  was 
also  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  the  date  of 
his  birth  being  March  15,  1814.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Henry  Hale,  was  born  in  Maryland, 
being  of  Knglish  descent.  A  brother  of  his  was 
at  one  time  overeeer  of  slaves  for  a  Southern 
planter,  but  none  of  this  family  was  known  to 
have  owned  slaves. 

Early  in  1800  the  family  migrated  to  the  wilds 
of  Ohio,  from  whicli  Slate  it  is  said  the  father  of 
Ilciivy  was  drafted  into  the  army  in  the  War  of 
,181^,  nn{!  aold  his  household  goods  in  order  to 


John  Hilton,  and  they  and  their  daughter  occupy 
a  pleasant  residence  in  Cassopolis.  Eliza  Ann, 
Mrs.  Robert  Kerr,  is  tiie  mother  of  one  son  and 
one  daughter,  and  resides  at  Dailey,  this  county 
William  H.  C,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Ypsilanti,  has  for  fifteen  years  followed 
the  profession  of  a  teacher.  Quaron  Z.  married 
Phosbe  Gorman,  and  they  reside  near  Spokane 
Wash.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits. Madison  enlisted  as  a  membiir  of  tlie  Forty- 
seventh  Indiana  Infantry  in  .September,  1861.  and 
participated    in    the   battles   of  New  Madrid,   Ft, 
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Pillow,  and  innny  of  the  less  ini|»ortant  engage- 
ments, and  died  wliile  in  the  service  at  Mempliis, 
Tenn.,  on  Mardi  IS,' 1863. 

The  Biibjoct  of  this  sketch  giew  to  manhood 
upon  Iii8  father's  farm,  and  reoeived  hut  a  limited 
education.  August  10,  1859.  he  married  Catherine 
Elizabeth  Aker,and  afterward  continued  to  operate 
a  farm  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War. 
On  llie  IsL  of  November,  1862,  bis  name  was  en- 
rolled as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Eorty-seventh 
Indiana  Infantry.  After  taking  |)art  in  the  battle 
of  Duval's  Bluff,  he  went  on  tlie  White  River  ex- 
pedition, and  was  in  the  rear  of  Vieksburg.  Fol- 
lowing the  siege  of  Ft.  Pemberton,  he  returned  to 
Ilelena,Ark.,  and  soon  afterward  stalled  down  the 
Mississippi  River  for  Vicksburg,  landing  at  Milli- 
ken's  Bend,  and  proceeding  thence  to  firand  Gulf 
and  I'oint  Gibson.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Champion  Hills,  May  16.  1863,  and  in  tlie  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  remaining  in  the  riSe  pits  until  the 
surrender,  July  4.  On  the  following  day  be  started 
for  -Jackson,  but  soon  returned  to  Vicksburg,  wlicre 
he  went  into  camp. 

After  a  short  furlough  at  home,  Mr.  Hale  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  Charleston,  lil.,  where  they 
wore  ordered  to  quell  the  attack  of  the  Knights  of 
the  Golden  Circle  at  that  place.  Me  was  one  of 
tlie  participants  in  the  Red  River  expedition,  and, 
crossing  the  Gulf  at  Dolphin's  Island,  be  landed 
at  Kl.  Morgan,  and  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Spanish 
Fort  and  Ft.  Blnkeley,  and  also  in  the  charge  of 
Mobile,  Ala.  On  the  7th  of  October,  1865,  at  the 
close  of  tlie  war,  he  was  mustered  out  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  after  a  service  of  three  years.  During 
that  period  he  was  never  wounded,  taken  prisoner 
or  was  in  the  hospital. 

While  m  the  army,  our  subject's  father  sold  the 
Indiana  farm  and  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
bringing  the  family  of  our  subject  with  him.  Upon 
his  enlistment  in  the  service  he  left  his  family, 
consisting  of  two  sons  and  a  daugiiter,  in  the 
Indiana  home,  but  during  his  absence  the  little  girl 
died.  His  wife  was  called  hence  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tciiiher,  1879,  leaving  at  the  time  of  her  demise 
five  children.  William  L.is  unmarried, and  resides 
in  Spokane  County,  Wash.;  James  M.  resides  in 
Ransom  County,  N,  Dak.,  and  lie  and  liis  wife, 


whose  maiden  name  was  Eva  Wert,  are  tiie  i)arents 
of  three  children;  Fred  N.  married  Dora  I.,  Elliot; 
Elias  Edgar  resides  in  Ransom  County,  N.  Dak.; 
and  Violeta  Belle  is  living  at  home. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly 
Mrs.  Agnes  (Wise)  l.eon.ivd,  the  widow  of  Henry 
Leonard.  She  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margery 
(Kamer)  Wise,  natives  of  I-ancaster  County,  Pa. 
Her  father  died  when  she  was  a  child  of  three 
j'ears.  Her  bi-other  Samuel  served  for  three  years 
in  the  late  war,  being  a  member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry.  A  brother- 
in-law,  Elisha  .Johns,  was  a  Sergeant  in  the  same 
regiment,  and  served  for  three  yeai-s.  By  her  mar- 
riage to  Henry  Leonard  she  had  seven  cliildren,  all 
of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mra.  Hale  have  one 
child,  Zora  Alice,  a  briglit  girl  of  eight  summers. 

Ever  since  settling  in  Michigan,  Mr.  Hale  has 
engaged  in  farming  in  Calvin  Township,  Cass 
County,  and  has  been  quite  successful  in  hisehi>sen 
work.  In  local  politics  he  has  been  prominent  in 
the  Republican  paity,  and  has  served  for  several 
years  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  lias 
been  Treasurer  of  tlie  township  several  times,  and 
occupied  other  local  offices.  He  is  an  active  worker 
in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  being  at 
present  identified  with  Post  No.  'J  of  Union,  of 
which  he  was  at  one  time  Junior  Vice  Commander, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  post. 


-^^- 


^^HARLES    GREEN.      Nowhere    within    the 
ill  limits  of  Cass  County  can  there  be  found 

^^^'  a  man  who  takes  greater  interest  in  its  ag- 
ricultural and  stock  affairs  than  Mr,  Green, or  who 
strives  continually  to  promote  and  advance  these 
interests  to  a  higher  plane.  He  has  a  native  pride 
in  this  State,  for  he  was  born  in  Berrien  County. 
and  has  spent  most  of  iiis  days  in  Cass  County, 
where  he  is  well  and  favorably  known.  His  birth 
occurred  in  March,  1 8.'>3,  and  he  is  the  son  of 
Hnrvey  and  Eunice  (Jndd)  Green. 
Patrick  Green,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
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was  a  native  of  tbe  Emerald  Isle,  where  he  at- 
tained bis  growth  and  received  his  education. 
When  a  young  man,  or  after  the  Revolutionary 
War.  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
the  Empire  State,  where  for  several  years  he  en- 
gaged in  peddling.  He  was  married  in  that  State, 
and  shortly  afterwards  emigrated  to  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  fli-st 
settlers.  He  bought  land,  engaged  in  improving 
it,  and  on  this  reared  his  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren. They  were  named  as  follows:  William, 
Harvey.  John,  Rhoda  (first  wife  of  R.  Greonman), 
Nancy  (wife  of  Rinaldo  Reed),  Abbie  (wife  of 
Abner  Buckman),  and  Mary,  wife  of  Ransom 
Greenman. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Harvey  Green,  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  and  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan  when  a  child.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  branched  out  for  himself,  and  as 
he  had  early  been  trained  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  farm,  he  selected  agricultural  pui'suits  as  his 
occupation  in  life.  He  began  tilling  llie  soil  on 
a  new  farm,  and  subsequently  was  married  in 
Berrien  County  to  Miss  Eunice  Judd,  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Abigail  (Beardsley)  Judd.  The 
Judd  family  was  one  of  the  early  ones  of  Cass 
County,  settling  here  as  early  as  1843. 

In  1861,  during  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted,  and 
was  never  heard  of  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  His 
brother  John  was  killed  in  that  desperate  battle. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  in 
politics  at  one  time  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Repub- 
lican. His  widow  married  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Jackson  Day,  and  became  the  mother  of  three 
children  by  this  union:  May,  who  died  when 
young;  Nora,  wife  of  Frank  Essig;  and  Silvia. 
Mre.  Gi-een  is  still  living,  and  enjoys  compara- 
tively good  health. 

The  early  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in  as- 
sisting his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  attending 
the  district  school,  where  he  secured  a  fair  educa- 
tion. When  but  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began 
working  for  himself  in  a  sawmill,  and  continued 
this  until  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  in  Mont- 
calm County,  Micli.  He  then  came  to  his  Grand- 
father Judd's  farm,  and  on  this  he  resides  at  the 
present  time.  He  was  married  in  this  county  when 
25 


twenty-four  years  of  age  to  Miss  Mary  Fraze, 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Anna  (Martin)  Fraze.  Mi-s. 
Green  is  a  member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and 
they  give  freely  of  their  means  to  its  support.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Green  is  a  Republican.  He  and  wife 
have  taken  a  nephew,  Fred  Day,  to  rear,  and  this 
boy  has  been  with  them  since  an  infant.  Mr. 
Green  first  took  charge  of  his  grandfather's  farm, 
but  since  then  he  has  purchased  it.  This  consists 
of  eighty  acres,  and  is  in  a  One  state  of  cultivation. 


^^EORGE  L.  BAILEY,  M.  D.,  a  prominent 
1(1  _-  physician  of  Buchanan,  is  a  native  of  New 
^^J!  York,  having  been  born  in  the  village  of 
Somerset,  Niagara  County,  on  the  5lh  of  May, 
1850.  His  paternal  grandfather.  Dr.  Isaac  Dodge 
Bailey,  was  born  in  Vermont,  presumably  of  Irish 
and  English  descent,  and  when  a  young  man  re- 
moved to  New  York,  and  there  spent  the  most  of 
his  active  life.  Leonidas  P.  Bailey,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  conducted  an  active  practice  there. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1854,  Mr.  Bailey,  Sr., 
located  in  Midland  City,  Midland  County,  an^ 
opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  soou  gained  considerable  prominence  through- 
out the  State  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  attorneys  of  the  county.  For  his 
wife  he  chose  Miss  Prudence  Bugbee,  a  native  of 
New  York,  her  father  having  been  a  farmer  in 
that  State.  The  marriage  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  the  following  children:  Zilpha  R.,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Joel  S.  Wheelock,  both  of  them  being 
successful  physicians  of  Bancroft,  Shiawassee  Coun- 
ty, Mich.;  and  Aldon  O.,  a  lumberman  residing  in 
the  northern  part  of  Michigan. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Midland  City  our  sub- 
ject acquired  the  rudiments  of  his  education;  later 
he  carried  on  his  studies  for  one  year  at  Ypsilanti. 
Having  decided  upon  the  medical  profession  as  his 
occupation  for  life,  he  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Stale  University,  at  Ann  Arbor,  aud 
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continued  in  that  institution  until  liis  gradua- 
tion in  1887.  Immediately  after  completing  his 
studies,  he  located  in  Buchanan,  and  has  since  re- 
sided in  this  place.  Through  the  exercise  of  good 
judgment  in  the  application  of  remedies,  quick 
perception  in  the  diagnosiit  of  cases,  and  liabits  of 
industry,  he  tias  gained  the  name  of  a  successful, 
conscientious  and  |>ainstaking  doctor.  Although 
his  medical  studies  long  ago  ceased  to  be  con- 
ducted in  any  school  or  university,  yet  he  is  a 
diligent  student  and  through  the  medium  of  med- 
ical journals  keeps  in  touch  with  the  latest  dis- 
coveries in  therapeutics. 

Tn  1871  Dr.  IJailey  married  Miss  Florence  Wise, 
who  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Oliio,  and  re- 
ceived a  thorough  education  at  Delaware  College. 
Dr.  .and  Mrs.  Jiailey  have  three  children.  The  eld- 
est, Uarry  P.,  is  a  printer  by  trade,  and  follows  that 
occupntion  in  Buchanan.  Ho  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  at  Flint,  Mich.,  and,  al- 
though thus  sadly  afflicted,  he  is  a  young  man  of 
.tbility  and  intelligence.  The  other  children,  Bert  F. 
and  Jennie  R.,  attend  the  public  schools  of  Bu- 
chanan and  are  the  recipients  of  every  opportunity 
for  attaining  splendid  educations.  Socially,  Dr. 
Bailey  is  identiHed  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Buchanan. 
He  is  at  present  the  Examining  Physician  for  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  is  an  active 
member  of  that  organization  in  Buchanan.  Hia 
political  opinions  bring  him  in  sympathy  with 
the  Republicans,  and  he  is  a  warm  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  that  paity. 


«i^^>l^  B  ^  1C^^» 


I^DWARD  LA    RUE  HAMILTON.     Of    the 

IW  eminent  men  of  Michigan,  many  have 
J'~-^  found  the  legal  profession  the  stepping- 
stone  on  which  they  have  risen  to  prominence. 
There  are  now  a  number  of  young  men  possessing 
keen  discrimination, acute  perception,  sound  judg- 
nienl  and  shrewd  insight,  of  whose  future  tlicjr 
friends  hold  great  expeclations.  Among  lliis 
number  is  ttte  subject  of  tUis  biograiihiuftl  nctiv^. 


who  is  a  prominent  attomey-at-law  and  counselor 
residing  in  Niles.  Notwithstanding  the  adverse 
circumstances  under  which  he  labored  in  his  youth, 
he  has  risen  to  a  |iosition  of  influence  in  Berrien 
County,  and  conducts  »n  extensive  practice  in  all 
the  courts. 

A  native  of  the  county  in  which  he  now  makes 
his  home,  Edward  La  Rue  Hamilton  was  born  on 
the  9th  of  Decerabei,  1857.  His  father,  Kd ward 
L.,  and  his  grandfather,  John  J,  Hamilton,  were 
botii  natives  of  New  York,  and  the  former  was 
born  in  Oneida  County  in  1834.  He  was  only  one 
ye.ir  old  when  he  was  brought  to  Michigan,  and  in 
Berrien  County  ho  grew  to  a  vigorous  manhood. 
A  farmer  by  owupation,  he  engaged  in  general  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  until  his  death  in  187ti.  His 
wife  was  Margaret  Ann,  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Margaret  (Goodenough)  Jameson,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  She  was  of  direct  Scotch 
descent,  her  grandfather,  .lames  Jameson,  having 
been  born  in  the  "land  of  thistles." 

Upon  the  farm  and  in  the  schoolroom,  Llie  boy- 
hood of  Edward  La  Rue  Hamilton  was  un- 
cventfnilj'  passed.  After  conducting  his  studies  in 
the  Niles  schools  for  four  years,  he  entered  the 
State  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  remained  for  a  short  time.  The  death 
of  his  father  caused  him  to  leave  school  and  return 
to  the  homestead,  where,  aided  by  his  mother,  he 
succeeded  in  clearing  the  farm  of  a  heavy  incum- 
brance left  upon  it  by  his  father.  When  the 
place  was  again  unincumbered,  he  entered  the  law- 
office  of  Judge  IL  H.  Coolidge,  of  Niles,  where  he 
conducted  his  legal  studies  for  some  time.  Being 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1884,  he  at  once  opened  an 
office  in  Niles,  where  he  is  now  well  established  in 
his  profession. 

The  lady  who,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1883,  be- 
came  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  was  Miss  Cora  V., 
daugliter  of  Dr.  Alfied  Eddy,  formerly  of  Oiit-ago. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  have  an  attractive  and  cozy 
home  in  Niles,  and  in  addition  to  this  property  he 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-improved 
laud,  which  he  values  (he  more  highly  on  account 
of  it  having  been  the  home  of  his  parents  during 
their  long  residence  in  Berrien  County.  An  active 
Republicao,  lie  lias  rendered  effective  service  iu 
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belinir  of  liis  psirty  and  diirina:  tlie  campaigns  fre- 
quently "stumps"  the  county  and  district.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  a  member  of  St,  Joseph  Valley 
Lodge  No.  4,A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.;St.  Joseph  Chapter,  R. 
A.  M.;  and  Niles  Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T. 


J^ANIEL  WILLIAMS  SWEM,  an  artist  by 
IJ  profession,  now  prosperously  following 
W^  the  oucupation  of  general  agriculture,  is 
also  a  highly  successful  stock -raiser,  hand- 
ling some  of  llie  finest  horaes  bred  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  Residing  upon  a  fine  homestead  located 
in  WeesawTownship.lierrien  County,  he  has  held 
with  able  fidelity  the  official  (losition  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  home 
community.  Mr.  Swem  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  April  14,  1843.  Ilis  parents,  John 
and  Sarah  (Glass)  Swem,  made  their  home  for  some 
length  of  time  in  the  Buckeye  State,  buttlie  father 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1810.  He 
however  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  in  an 
early  day,  and  was  there  reared,  educated  and  mar- 
ried, and  finally  emigrated  from  near  Lima  to  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.,  settling  in  Galien  Township 
in  1862,  and  making  this  part  of  the  State  his  res- 
idence until  1868,  when  he  removed  to  Shelby 
County,  Mo.,  and  lived  in  thatiocality  ten  years. 
The  father  then  returned  toBerrien  County,  where 
he  later  died  in  about  1887.  He  was  of  German 
and  Scotch  descent,  and  devoted  the  labor  of  his  life 
to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  The  mother  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Berrien  County, 
in  1888.  The  parents  were  in  early  life  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  afterward  joined  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  They  were  both  active  in  good  work 
and  highly  resiiected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Ten 
children  had  blessed  the  home,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters, 

Daniel  W,,  the  llfth  in  order  of  birth,  was  reared 
near  Lima,  Oliio,  and  attended  the  district  schools, 
receivingagood  common  education.  In  July,  1861, 
when  about  eighteen  yeara  of  age,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  1,  Tvfenty-seveiith  Ottio  infantry,  fts  a 


private  and,  afterward  promoted,  became  Corporal 
■  and  later  First  Sergeant.  Oursubject  had  a  brother, 
John,  in  the  same  company.  Until  his  discharge, 
July  31,  1865,  Mr.  Swem  constantly  participated 
in  scenes  of  danger  and  privation,  but,  never 
wounded  or  taken  prisoner,  actively  engaged  in 
twenty-two  of  the  fiercest  battles  of  the  rebellion. 
He  was  present  at  the  fights  of  Blackwater,  Mo., 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Tiptonville,  Ky.,  Island  No.  10, 
siege  of  Corinth,  luka,  second  battle  of  Corinth, 
and  Ilatchee  Bridge.  He  took  part  in  the  campaign 
and  march  through  Georgia,  and  was  in  the  battle 
of  New  Berne,  N.  C,  the  last  battle  in  which  he 
engaged.  His  brother  John,  the  color-bearer,  also 
Miarvelously  escaped  capture  or  wounds,  having 
only  I'eceived  a  wound  sufficient  to  draw  blood. 
Another  brother,  William  Swem,  courageously 
fought  in  the  Fifth-fourth  Ohio  Infantry.  After 
the  discharge  of  our  subject  from  the  army  in 
whicli  he  had  so  faithfully  served  every  day  for  four 
years,  he  went  to  Jacksonville,  III., and  studiedhis 
profession  under  the  teaching  of  T.  T.  Delzell,  an 
able  instructor.  Becoming  thoroughly  versed  in 
his  art,  he  was  known  as  Prof.  Swem,  for  fifteen 
years  devoting  his  time  and  labor  to  his  chosen 
avocation.  For  two  years  he  traveled  and  suc- 
cessfully gave  lessons  in  his  art,  but  finally  deter- 
mined to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  till- 
ing of  the  soil  and  stock-raising,  in  which  branch  of 
farming  Mr.  Swem  has  acquired  a  reputation, 
especially  as  a  breeder  of  fine  horses,  notlong  since 
selling  a  S|>an  for  1900. 

In  1867,  Daniel  Williams  Swem  and  Miss  Cor- 
inthia  Paddock,  a  native  of  Weesaw  Township, 
were  united  in  marriage.*  Unto  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  have  been  born  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  Olefa  is  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Painter;  Elmo  is  at  home;  T.  Guy.  C.  Clyde,  Dale 
and  T.  Dot  complete  the  group  who  yet  gather  in 
the  parents'  home.  Mr.  Swem  is  not  connected 
with  any  church,  but  is  known  as  alibei-al-minded 
man  of  sterling  integrity.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  Custer  Post  No.  208,  G.  A.  R,,  at 
Galien  and  was  a  charter  member  and  held  the 
office  of  Commander  two  terms  and  was  the  second 
Representative  to  the  State  Encampment.  He  is 
likewise  amem^rof  the  Farmers'  Mutual  fire  In- 
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surance  Company  of  Berrien.  He  is  a  member  of 
Gslien  Lodge  No.  347, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  filled  all 
the  cliaii-8  and  represented  his  lodge  at  the  Grand 
Lodjre  at  Lansing.  Mrs.  Swem  is  a  Rebecca  degree 
member  and  will  represent  her  lodge  at  Lansing 
this  fall.  Our  subject  is  now  Vice-President  and 
has  been  President  of  tlie  Anti-Horse  Tliiet  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  connected  with  all  township  en- 
terprises condncing  to  mutual  welfare.  Politically, 
he  has  with  one  exception  identified  himself  with 
the  Republican  party,  the  exception  being  when  he 
voted  for  Weaver  as  the  candidate  of  the  Green- 
back party.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  closely  adhered  to  the 
principles  of  the"Party  of  Reform."  Mr.  Swem 
has  with  ability  discharged  the  duties  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  Weesaw  Township  and,  a  man  of 
earnest  purpose,  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance, 
and  ever  to  be  found  upon  the  sidt  of  right  and 
justice,  commands  the  esteem  of  all  Ina  fellow- 
townsmen. 


ARED  IIOADLEY.  Located  in  the  midst 
of  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  centres  of 
^^lli  Berrien  County,  the  farm  which  Mr.  Iload- 
'f^iP  ley  owns  and  occupies  is  conceded  to  be 
among  the  best  in  the  vicinity,  and  tliis  is  saying 
not  a  little,  tor  on  every  hand  may  be  seen  superior 
places,  whose  ownership  indicates  thrift  and  pros- 
perity. His  farming  operations  are  conducted  in 
a  manner  indicative  of  -a  progressive,  thorough 
agriculturist,  and  the  same  systematic  condition  of 
affairs  about  his  home  is  appai-ent  in  his  course  as 
a  man.  Thorough  in  all  that  he  does,  he  allows  no 
worthy  movement  to  drag  for  want  of  support  if 
in  his  power  to  help  it. 

Mr.  Hoadlcy  was  originally  from  the  Empire 
State,  born  in  Manlius,  Onondaga  County,  Sep- 
tember 11,  1817,  to  the  union  of  J.  and  Lucy 
(Williams)  lloadley,  natives  of  Bennington  Coun- 
ty,  Vt.,  and  Massachusetts  respectively.  His  grand- 
father, J.  Hoadiey,  Sr.,  was  of  English  descent,  as 
was  also  the  maternal  grandfather.    The  parents 


of  our  subject  were  married  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  in  connection  with  farming  the 
father  followed  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade. 
The  mother  died  in  that  State  and  the  father  after- 
wards moved  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  there 
followed  farming.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 

From  about  the  age  of  ten  years  our  subject  had 
to  tight  life's  battles  for  himself,  and  although  he 
never  attended  school  more  than  a  year  in  his  life, 
he  was  studious  and  ot>scrviiig  and  taught  school 
many  years.  He  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  and 
what  he  has  accumulated  in  the  way  of  this 
world's  goods  is  the  result  of  great  energy  and  in- 
dustry on  his  part.  When  seventeen  years  of  age 
he  look  charge  of  a  mercantile  establishment  and 
remained  witli  this  concern  for  three  years,  or 
until  the  owner  sold  out.  In  1838  he  came  West 
to  Michigan  and  stopped  in  Niles,  where  he 
expected  to  find  employment.  Later  he  look  a 
school  and  tauglit  in  the  county  for  some  time, 
but  subsequently  embarked  in  the  grain  business, 
which  he  continued  in  Niles  for  three  yeai-s. 
AfiiCr  this  he  clerked  in  a  store  for  five  years,  and 
was  then  in  the  Farmers'  &  Merchants'  Bank  for 
some  time. 

He  was  engaged  in  business  in  Elkhart,  Ind,,  for 
a  few  years,  but  sold  out  and  in  1853  came 
to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  located  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides  and  which  he  had  purchased 
in  1851.  His  firet  marriage  was  to  Miss  Zeviah 
Willard,  the  daughter  of  Itufus  Willard,  who  wiis 
an  early  settler  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.  She 
died  leaving  one  child,  but  the  child  died  shortly 
afterwards.  Mr.  Hoadley's  second  marriage  was 
to  Miss  Anna  Hoagland,  and  by  this  union  he  be- 
came the  father  of  tiiree  children,  Rodney  Paine. 
a  natural  niusiciau  and  a  genius  in  many  ways, 
followed  teaching  for  some  time  but  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  is  married  and  has  two 
children.  Katta,  wife  of  Chris  Brandes,  who  is 
cashier  of  a  bank  in  Wisconsin,  taught  school  when 
she  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  is  a  lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability.  Anna,  deceased, 
was  tliu  wife  of  Mr.  Cooper,  a  lawyer  of  Niles. 

Our  subject's  thifCl  marriage  was  to  Miss  Suaan 
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Ashcraft,  who  hore  liim  three  cliildren,  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  The  son,  whose  name  is  Willard, 
is  at  home  and  is  a  good  business  man;  Mary  will 
graduate  from  the  Niles  schools  soon;  and  Clara  L. 
is  attending  the  schools  in  Niles,  Mr.  Iloadlej 
has  a  good  farm  of  one  iiundrcd  and  sixly-thiee 
acres  on  section  28,  Niles  Township,  and  most  of 
the  impravements  on  the  same  have  i>ecn  made  by 
bim.  Although  he  came  to  Mieiiigan  without 
money,  he  has  been  a  successful  man  in  all  the  oc- 
cupations in  which  be  engaged,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  substantial  men  of  this  vicinity.  In  politics, 
he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  but  has  never  eared  to  bold  office.  His  son 
Willard  is  Treastiver  of  Niles  Township,  and 
Rodney  iiolds  the  same  position  in  Chikaming 
Township,  Berrien  County.  Mr.  Hondley  was  at 
one  time  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  bnt  is  not  now. 


fM\  ILES  DAVIS,  a  retired  agricultarist  and 
I  ijl  highly  respected  pioneer  citizen  of  Eau 
aj  Is  Claire,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  began  in 
*  1851  the  cultivation  of   his  homestead,  lo- 

cated upon  the  west  half  of  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  3i,  and  for  nearly  two-score  years  a  con- 
stant resident  of  his  homestead,  has  been  intimately 
associated  with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Davis  was  born  September  12,  1830, 
in  Cambria  County,  Pa,  His  father,  Benjamin 
Davis,  born  in  1796,  was  a  native  of  Wales  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother,  also  a  native 
of  Wales,  was  born  in  1790,  The  Davis  family 
emigrated  to  America  in  1800,  and  made  their 
home  iu  Pennsylvania.  The  Williamses,  crossing 
the  broad  Atlantic,  became  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  1802.  They  likewise  located  in  the  Quaker 
State,  whei-e  in  due  course  of  lime  the  parents  of 
our  subject  wei-e  married.  They  remained  in  Penn- 
sylvania until  1844,  when  they  removed  to  Ohio, 
and  settled  in  the  woods  of  Ashland  County,  upon 
the  Western  Iteserve.     For  four  years  Benjamin 


Davis  industriously  cleared  land  and  tilled  the  soil 
of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  then  journeyed  with  bis 
family  farther  West,  settling  in  1848  in  Pipestone 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  upon  the  farm 
now  owned   by  R,  J.  Tuttle. 

The  mother  died  in  1848,  the  father  surviving 
until  1879.  Knergetic  and  industrious,  they  were 
highly  regarded  by  all  who  knew  them,  and  were 
devout  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  in 
Pennsylvania  the  father  had  been  an  "exhorter," 
The  children  who  clustered  about  the  pioneer 
hearth  were  Timothy,  Hannah  andJohn, deceased; 
Bachael,  Mre.  Fisber;  William  and  Benjamin,  de- 
ceased; Miles,  our  subject;  Mary  Del.ong;  and  Mar- 
garet. Miles  Davis,  the  seventh  child, attended  the 
school  of  the  district,  but  at  fourteen  years  of  age 
steadily  devoted  himself  to  tlie  daily  round  of  ag- 
ricultural labor  upon  his  father's  farm.  At  twenty- 
one  yeai-s  of  age  be  began  life  for  himself  and,  a 
thorougbly  practical  farmer,  entered  with  resolu- 
tion into  the  clearing  and  cultivating  of  the  land, 
now  under  a  high  state  of  productiveness.  His 
first  house  was  a  modest  log  habitation,  butin  1871 
he  erected  his  attractive  and  commodious  residence 
at  a  costot  $2,000,  and  from  time  to  time  has  added 
other  substantial  improvements,  Mr.  Davis  owns 
two  bundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  in 
Pipestone  Township,  and  also  has  a  house  and  lot 
in  Eau  Claire,  having  accumulated  a  comfortable 
competence,  gained  in  the  pursuit  of  farming. 

In  1856,  Miles  Davis  and  Miss  Pluebe  Fisher 
were  united  in  marriage,  Mre,  Davis  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Ambrose  and  Maiia  (McDaniel)  Fisher,  who 
removed  from  Ohio  to  Michigan  in  1846,  and  set- 
tled in  Berrien  Township,  where  they  both  died, 
Mr.  Fisher  was  an  honored  pioneer  farmer  and  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity.  Mrs.  Davis  is  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Portage  County  in  1838, 
Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  were  the  parents 
of  three  cbildi-en.  EfBe  A.,  wife  ol  Thomas  Ferry, 
is  the  mother  of  three  children,  and  resides  in 
Pipestone  Township;  William  B.,  married  lo  Mary 
Peterbaugh,  is  the  father  of  one  child  and  is 
living  in  the  township;  the  eldest  child  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Davis  are  valued  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  at  Eau  Claire,  ot    which  church 
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our  subject  is  an  Elder  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school.  Tlie 
daughter  and  sons  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a 
good  common -school  education,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  Mr.  Davis  was  an  efficient  member  of  the 
School  Board  of  the  county.  Politically,  out  'sub- 
ject Las  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  local  and 
national  issues.  He  is  a  strong  Democrat  and  his 
been  a  delegate  to  numerous  conventions.  He  h-is 
likewise  occupied  with  (ible  fidelity  various  olHces 
of  trust,  and  has  discharged  the  duties  of  Clerk  of 
Pipestone  Township,  Treasurer  of  the  township, 
and  Supervisor  of  the  township  to  the  universal 
satisfaction  of  the  community,  whose  interests  he 
so  materially  advanced  by  his  enterprise  and  busi- 
ness methods.  Now  retired  from  the  daily  routine 
of  agricultural  life,  he  enjoys  a  well-earned  rest, 
but,  as  yet  in  tiie  vigor  of  manhood,  is  one  of  the 
substantial  and  libera! -spirited  citizens,  ever  ready 
to  aid  in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare,  and,  widely 
known  in  Berrien  County,  enjoys  the  best  wishes 
and  tliorough  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  old 
fnends  and  acquaintances. 


\f^  ENBY  VAN  TILBURG.  who  has  served 
\jf)j(,  with  ability  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
tSk^  Treasurer  of  the  township  of  Ontwa,  Cass 
i^l  County,  Mich.,  is  a  leading  agriculturist 
and  a  highly  esteemed  citizen.  lie  was  born 
in  Union  County,  Pa.,  upon  the  15th  of  May, 
1836.  His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Wikle)  Van  Tilburg.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Van  Tilburg,  was  a  son  of  Henry  Van 
Tilburg,  of  Dutch  origin,  who  was  a  pioneer 
farmer  of  Jefferson  County,  where  he  passed  away 
at  ninety-flve  years  of  age.  His  good  wife  was  a 
iShaker.  Grandfather  Van  Tilburg  was  born  in 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  served  with  brave  fidelity 
in  the  War  of  1812.  While  in  New  Orleans  he 
became  very  sick,  and,  tenderly  cared  for,  he  after- 
ward married  liis  nurse.  Slie  was  a  Frenchwoman 
named  Williams.  The  four  sons  of  the  union 
were    Samuel,  John,  William   and    Benjamin,  all 


born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.  The  father  died  in 
Lycoming  County.  Grandfather  Van  Tilburg  was 
in  :e!igious  belief  a  Lutheran.  He  lived  for  a 
brief  time  in  Ohio,  but  spent  the  most  of  his  life 
in  Penns\lvania. 

The  fithei  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the 
tjuaktr  State  June  2,  1806.  He  was  a  carding 
mmufacturei  by  trade,  but  after  removing  to 
Summit  County,  Ohio,  in  184S,  followed  the 
peaceful  avocation  of  a  farmer.  In  1854  he 
journeyed  by  team  to  KIkliart  County,  Ind.,  and 
in  1859  located  in  Jefferson  Township,  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  died  September  2,  1862. 
lie  had  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twelfth  Michigan 
Regiment,  but  was  mustered  out  before  leaving 
the  State.  Enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munities in  which  he  resided,  he  officiat-ed  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  Oiiio,  and  was  a  Township 
Trustee  in  Indiana.  He  was  an  earnest  and  reso- 
lute man  of  integrity  and  pei-seve ranee.  Politic- 
ally, he  was  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Church.  His  widow  died  in  Elkhart, 
April  24,  1874.  She  was  born  in  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  December  31,  1803,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Peter  Wikle,  a  native  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, although  his  parents  were  of  German  na- 
tivity, the  father  and  mother  emigrating  from  the 
Old  Country  to  America,  where  tiiey  died  at  an 
advanced  age.  Peter  Wikle  fought  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  reared  four  sons  and  five  daughters. 
His  wife  also  died  in  the  Quaker  State.  Tlie  fam  ily 
were  of  Evangelical  faith,  and  in  political  prefer- 
ence Mr.  Wikle  was  a  Whig.  He  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  and  was  an  industiious  and  upright 
man. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  four  cliildi-en  who 
clustered  about  the  family  health  of  the  old  home. 
John  died  at  nineteen  years  of  age;  Henry  was 
the  second-born;  Mary  Moore,  the  only  daughter, 
resides  in  Mecosta  County,  Mich.;  Jacob  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family.  Henry  Van  Tilburg  began 
the  labor  of  life  in  a  woolen  factory,  and  continued 
to  work  in  the  same  until  he  removed  with  his 
father  to  Ohio,  In  1860  he  settled  in  Jefferson 
Township,  Cass  County,  Midi.,  and  in  1863  lo- 
cated where  he  now  resides,  on  the  Redfield 
estate.     In  1881    he  purchased  forty-two  acres  of 
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land  on  section  24,  Ontwa  Township.  In  liis 
offluial  duties  as  Justice  of  tlie  Peace  and  Treas- 
uroi'  of  the  townsliip,  lie  lias  given  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  community  by  whom  he  is  suiTOunded. 
Politiciilly,  he  is  a  Democrat,  interested  in  local 
and  national  issues.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons. 

Upon  August  16,  1857,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  I^vina  Danner,  daughter  of 
Micliael  and  Catlicrine  (Wlietmire)  Danner,  and 
boin  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  her  parents  being 
farmers  of  the  Buckeye  State,  but  natives  of  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.  Mre.  Catherine  Danner  has 
l>een  twice  married.  By  Iter  first  husband  she  be- 
came tl)e  mother  of  four  daughters  and  one  son. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Jianner  she  married  Jo- 
seph Fiickinger,  and  has  borne  liim  one  son  and  a 
daugliter.  They  are  living  with  our  subject.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Van  Tilburg  was 
Philip  Downer,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  in  Starlt  County,  Ohio.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Germanj'.  The  one  child  who  has  blessed 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Van  Tilburg  is  a  son, 
William  Henry.  Mr.  Van  Tilburg  was  formerly 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  and  a  true 
American  citizen. 


kyCURGUK  JKFFRIKS,  an  energetic  busi- 
ness man  and  representative  farmer,  now 
located  upon  section  1!),  Galien  Township, 
IJerrieii  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  "of  the  West, 
and  was  liorn  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  January 
1.  18-58.  Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Thomas  E,  and 
Margaret  (Foster)  Jeffries.  Father  Jeffries  was 
liorn  near  Wheeling,  Va.,  in  1815.  Apprenticed 
early  in  youth  to  the  trade  of  a  brick-layer  and 
plasterer,  he  followed  the  business  all  his  life.  He 
was  also  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  was  hard- 
working and  entei'prising.  Married  in  Virginia  to 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  I'ermelia  Foster,  Jie 
soon  after  located  in  Indiana,  settling  in  Law- 
rcnceville.  Dearborn  County,  whioh  was  his  home 


until  his  death  of  cholera,  in  1850.  He  was  never 
A  politician,  but  took  an  interest  in  the  conduct 
of  public  affaii-s  and  cast  his  vote  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  The  father  and  mother  wej-e  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Thaddeus  H.,  deceased; 
Lycurgus,  our  subject;  Martha  J.,  wife  of  Is.iac 
Martin;  Napoleon  B.;  Permelia  C,  married  to 
Reuben  Cooley;  and  Missouri,  deceased.  The 
mother  after  the  death  of  her  husband  married 
Thomas  Spradling,  and  unto  them  was  born  one 
son,  Albert.  In  1877,  after  surviving  her  first 
husiwind    twenty-seven  years,  she  too  passed  away. 

Our  subject  was  but  eleven  years  of  age  when 
tlic  death  of  his  father  obliged  him  to  begin  the 
battle  of  life  for  himself.  The  orphan  boy  worked 
faithfully  on  a  farm  seven  yeai-s,  receiving  the 
privilege  of  three  months'  schooling,  a  suit  of 
clothes  and  I l-'j.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  old 
and  managed  with  perseverance  and  self-denial  to 
fit  liimself  for  a' teacher,  and  taught  one  year.  He 
next  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home  place,  and 
when  the  Civil  War  broke  out  entered  the  Army. 
It  was  in  1862  that  Mr.  Jeffries  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  having  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Regiment.  lie  aetively  par- 
ticipated in  many  of  the  principal  engagements 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Hoover's  Gap,  Mis- 
sion Ridge  and  Chickamauga,  in  the  tatter  fight 
having  his  gun  shot  out  Of  his  hand.  Our  subject 
was  on  detaciied  duty  with  the  Chief  Commissary 
of  the  Military  Division  of  Mississi|)pi.  Taken 
prisoner  at  Mumfoi-dsvilic,  Ky.,  he  was  held  in 
durance  three  months  and  then  ijaroled.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  Mr,  Jeffries  located  in  Mtch- 
gan,  and  in  1867  was  united  in  marri.tge  to  Miss 
Julia,  daughterof  William  and  Samantha  (Taylor) 
Valentine. 

The  wife  of  our  sul)jecl  was  born  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1850  emigrated  with  her 
parents  to  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  and  the  same 
year  removed  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Berrien 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffries  have  one  son, 
Ernest,  now  married  t-o  Miss  Daisy  Mayes.  This 
son  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  Buchanan 
School  in  Tiirce  Oaks,  and  is  now  on  the  home 
farm.  Aside  fiom  his  agricultural  interests,  Mr, 
Jeffries  was  for  several  years  engaged  in  the  gro- 
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eery  and  drug  business  in  Three  Oaka.  For  two 
summers  lie  sold  trees  in  both  Michigan  and  Indi- 
ana. Politically,  our  subject  is  a  R«publican,  and 
for  one  term  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  Town- 
ship Trustee  of  Three  Oaks  Township.  At  one 
time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  but  is  not  now  actively  connected 
with  that  fraternal  society.  He  is  a  member  of 
Deacon  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Carlisle  Hill,  Ind.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  valued  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  generously  aid 
iu  its  support  and  the  extension  of  the  good 
cause.  Mr.  Jeffries  is  well  known  throughout  his 
iectioa  of  the  State  and  is  respected  as  a  citizen  of 
sterling  integrity. 


fflL  IRAM  S.  HELMICK.  Nowhere  within  the 
ItljK  ''"^'^^  '^'  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  can  there 
iSf^  be  found  a  man  who  takes  greater  interest 
1^^  in  its  agricultural  affairs  than  Hiram  S. 
Helmick,  or  who  strives  more  continually  to  pro- 
mote and  advance  these  interests.  Every  life  has 
a  history  of  its  own,  and  altliough  in  appearance 
it  may  possess  little  to  distinguish  it  from  others, 
yet  the  connection  of  Mr.  Helmick  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  this  region  (las  contributed  to 
give  him  a  wide  and  popular  acquaintance  with 
nearly  every  citizen  of  the  county — if  not  person- 
ally, then  by  name. 

Mr.  Helmick  is  a  product  of  Ohio  soil,  born  in 
Warren  County  in  1830,  and  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  of  eleven  children  bom  to  the  marriage 
of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (Simmington)  Helmick,  the 
father  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  mother  of 
Ohio.  Jesse  Helmick  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  came  to  Michigan  In  1836,  when  Micliigan 
was  a  Territory.  He  purchased  three  liundred  and 
twenty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  17  per  acre,  more 
than  most  of  the  land  was  selling  for  at  that  time. 
This  land  was  covered  with  very  heavy  timber, 
Indians  were  numerous  but  friendly,  and  wild 
game  abounded.  Mr.  Helmick  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  on  this  farm,  his  death   occurring 


in  1881,  when  eighty-two  years  of  age.  His  aged 
wife  survived  him  until  1887,  and  was  eighty-four 
at  that  time.  Both  were  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

Jesse  Helmick  was  a  public-spirited  man,  and 
held  a  number  of  local  offices.  He  filled  the  office 
of  Probate  Judge  for  some  lime;  was  Township 
Supervisor,  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
a  great  lover  of  frontier  life,  and  was  born  on  the 
frontier  of  Virginia.  From  there  he  removed  to 
the  frontier  of  Kentucky,  tlience  to  the  frontier  of 
Ohio,  and  finally  brought  bis  family  to  Michigan, 
when  it  was  still  a  wilderness.  The  children  born 
to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows:  John  S.,  a 
resident  of  this  county;  Samuel  and  Mary,  de- 
ceased; H.  S.,  our  subject;  Jacob,  wlio  resides  in 
Kansas;  Sarah  J.,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
D.  Sylvester;  Eli,  of  Buchanan;  Rachel  A.,  de- 
ceased; Burnes,  of  Chicago;  Alice,  wife  of  R.  B. 
Clark,  of  Buchanan;  and  Eliza,  now  Mis.  Alva 
Green,  of  Iowa, 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion for  the  most  part  in  Berrien  County,  attend- 
ing the  common  schools,  which  were  few  and  far 
between  in  those  days.  At  the  usual  age  of  twen- 
ty-one, he  began  life's  battle  for  himself,  and  fli-st 
engaged  in  farming  on  rented  laud,  continuing  on 
the  same  for  two  years.  His  father  then  gave  liim 
eighty  acres,  and  to  ibis  he  added  by  pui-chose  un- 
til lie  owned  an  extensive  tract.  For  fourteen 
years  he  resided  on  this  farm,  and  then  went  to 
Idaho  and  Montana,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years  and  a-half.  For  some  time  previous  to  this, 
he  was  engaged  in  business  in  Berrien  Springs,  hut 
after  he  sold  his  farm  he  pui-chased  three  hundred 
and  eight  acres,  with  only  nine  acres  cleared,  and 
no  buildings.  Mr.  Helmick  still  retains  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  acres,  the  most  of  which  is  in 
wild  meadow  land,  there  being  but  sixty-five  acres 
under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Helmick  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Lydia  A.  Scott,  and  their  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated in  the  year  1852.  She  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  and  the  daughter  of  Ambrose  and 
Maiy  (Denmark)  Scott.  Mrs.  Helmick  was  a 
teacher  by  profession,  and  came  to  Michigan  for 
the  purpose  of  teaching.     She  was  one  of  eleven 
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children  born  to  her  parents,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  Five  diildren  have  blessed  tlie 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helmick,  as  follows;  Am- 
brose M.;  Jesse  M.,  deceased;  Aliiw,  wife  of  James 
Fulton,  of  this  county;  Mary,  wife  of  George  O. 
Bartholomew,  of  tliis  township;  and  Winnie,  at 
home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helmick  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  former  has 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  some 
time,  and,  in  politics,  has  mostly  afBliiited  with  Ih 
Democratic  party.  Of  late  years  h< 
active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  tl 
party. 


I   has  been  an 
;   Prohibition 


^-#^- 


Ml  EVI  SPRINGSTEEN.  Such  as  Michigan  is, 
I  (S  she  has  been  made  through  the  energetic 
j|L^  efforts  and  patient  perseverance  of  the 
sturdy  race  of  pioneers  who,  during  the  early  half 
of  this  century,  penetrated  its  dense  forests  and 
cleared  the  land  which  forms  the  present  sites  of 
flourishing  cities.  The  family  of  which  our  subject 
is  a  member  has  for  more  than  a  half-century  been 
Identified  with  the  development  of  this  section  of 
Michigan  and  the  name  is  one  well  known  through- 
out Cass  County,  especially  in  La  Grange  Town- 
ship, where  our  subject  makes  his  home. 

Henry  Springsteen,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Rockland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  de- 
scended from  ancestors  who  emigrated  from  Hol- 
land in  an  early  day  and  became  closely  associated 
with  the  progress  of  the  United  States.  Henry 
Springsteen,  who  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  in  his 
youth  was  bound  out  to  an  elder  brother  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  after  completing  his 
term  of  apprenticeship  followed  that  trade  for 
many  yeai-s.  In  his  native  county  he  married 
Eleanor  Clark,  and  soon  afterward  removed  to 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  They  became  the  parents 
of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  three  now  living, 
as  follows:  Eliza,  Catharine  and  our  subject.  When 
our  subject  was  a  mere  infant  the  family  removed 
to  Niagara  County,  whei-e  the  father  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land.  He 
cleared  the  place  and  added  to  it  until  his  aggre- 
gate possessions  amounted  to  three  hundred  acres. 


In  1837,  Henry  Springsteen  came  to  Michigan, 
making  the  long  journey  in  wagons  and  occupy- 
ing considerable  time  in  the  removal.  Reaching 
Cass  County  be  rented  land  on  Kinnie's  Prairie, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  Later,  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Dowagiac,  but 
died  two  years  after  coming  to  this  place,  before 
he  had  effected  the  improvements  which  he  had 
planned.  In  his  religious  belief,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  served  as 
Class-leader  in  that  religious  organization.  His 
wife  was  also  a  devoted  member  of  that  denomina- 
tion. Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  was  a 
man  of  great  loyalty  to  his  country,  serving  with 
valor  in  the  War  of  1812,  although  he  never  re- 
ceived any  compensation  for  his  services. 

Born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  March  10,  1815, 
our  subject  was  taken  in  his  infancy  to  Niagara 
County,  where  be  grew  to  manhood.  When  about 
twenty-three  years  old  he  married  Miss  Ariminda, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  Vanderhoof. 
This  lady  died  in  1844,  leaving  one  daughter,  who 
passed  away  when  twenty-one  years  old.  The 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Springsteen  united  him 
with  Mrs.  May  Hunter,  nee  Stillweit,  an  estimable 
lady,  who  departed  this  life  in  1890.  Beginning 
farming  operations  soon  after  his  first  marri.ige, 
Mr.  Springsteen  cleared  large  tracts  and  increased 
the  value  of  his  proi>erty  by  erecting  suitable  and 
substantial  buildings.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  most  of  which  is 
improved.  In  his  political  opinions,  he  believes 
that  free  trade  will  subserve  the  best  interesU  of 
the  nation,  and  accordingly  casts  his  influence  on 
the  side  of  the  Democratic  party. 


SEBASTIAN  SMITH.  The  career  of  this 
gentleman  has  been  marked  by  enter- 
prise, industry  and  the  well-directed  efforts 
that  have  been  rewarded  by  the  accumula- 
tion of  a  considerable  amount  of  land  and  the 
machinery  and  stock  necessary  for  carrying  on  a 
farm.     The    early    years   of  Mr.    Smith 
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were  spent  in  his  native  village,  Rfdfleld,  Kenne- 
bec County,  Me.,  where  he  was  born  May  11, 
1826. 

Tlie  grandfather  of  our  subject,  whose  given 
name  was  Mathins,  was  one  of  the  settlers  of  the 
Plymouth  Colony  of  historical  fame,  and  he 
located  on  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
Plymouth  County  tract,along  the  Kennebec  River. 
There  he  toiled  laboriously  in  making  a  home  for 
himself  and  family,  and  died  in  the  very  prime 
of  life.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born  four 
sons:  Mathias,  John,  Cyril  and  Comfort.  John 
and  Comfort  lived  to  the  great  age  of  ninety 
years.  Grandfather  Smith  was  born  and  reared  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  and  there  he  wooed  and  mar- 
ried his  wife,  who  was  known  in  her  maiden  days 
as  Miss  Stockton,  This  lady  bore  her  husband 
eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  reached 
mature  years  wilh  the  exception  of  one  son.  The 
others  are:  Samuel,  George.  Benjamin,  Oliver, 
Ansel,  James,  John  and  Harriet.  James  died  in 
New  Hampshire,  Ohver  in  Now  Brunswick,  Ansel 
in  Massachusetts,  and  John  passed  away  when 
twenty  years  of  age  at  bis  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Redfield, 
Me.,  January  2,  1792,  and  although  a  mere  lad 
when  the  War  of  1812  broke  out,  he  enlisted  and 
served  the  entire  time,  being  in  the  battle  of  Ft. 
Hrebble  and  other  engagements.  During  active 
life,  George  Smith  was  a  merchant,  in  which  occu- 
pation he  was  very  successful,  but  when  old  age 
began  to  show  itself  he  retired  from  business  and 
went  to  live  with  his  son,  our  subject.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  intellect,  retaining  his  mental 
faculties  to  the  last.  He  learned  the  Greek  alpha- 
bet after  he  was  eighty  yeai-s  of  age,  and  was  ex- 
cellent in  mathematics  all  his  life,  having  taught 
in  early  years.  He  served  in  numerous  township 
olfiees,  and  was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  died 
at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-one  years,  his  wife 
having  passed  from  this  life  in  18G5,  at  the  age  of 
seventy. 

Mr.  Smith's  mother  was  also  a  native  of  Red- 
Held,  and  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  White,  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade.  She  was  the  mother  of  five 
children:  Glorvinia,  Albion,  Sebastian,  Wallace, 
and  George  W.     The  two  last-named  were  sold  ters. 


the  former  enlisting  in  the  Second  Wisconsin 
Cavalry  as  Lieutenant.  Tlie  latter  eni-olled  his 
name  with  those  who  formed  the  Nineteenth 
Maine  Infantry  as  a  private,  but  was  soon  pro- 
moled  to  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  was  killed  in 
the  memorable  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  2,  and 
buried  on  the  field.  At  the  time  of  the  dispute 
about  the  boundary  line,  in  1830,  George  had 
charge  of  the  troops,  and  discharged  his  duty 
there  in  a  trustworthy  manner. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon district  schools  of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick, 
and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  he  entered  his  father's 
store,  where  he  remained  for  about  four  yeai-s, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  went  with  his  Uncle 
Oliver  to  New  Brunswick.  There  he  spent  two 
years  tl  e  town  of  Frederickton,  and  at  the  age  of 
ffteen  beo-»n  to  receive  a  salary  of  $200  a  >car. 
Afte  the  lemise  of  his  uncle,  Sebastian  settled 
p  tl  e  busi  bss,  and  in  1854  returned  to  Maine, 
wl  e  e  Ic  stajei  a  few  days  with  his  parents,  and 
then  ade  I  is  way  to  Chicago.  At  the  expiration 
of  two  years,  during  which  time  be  was  in  the 
employ  of  a  lumber  company,  he  erected  a  mill  in 
partnership  with  Henry  R.  Holland,  but  in  the 
panic  of  1857  they  lost  everything  they  had. 
Mr.  Smith  and  his  partner  then  purchased  a 
quarter-section  of  hand,  which  is  now  the  home  of 
the  former,  and  although  at  the  time  of  purchase 
the  land  was  in  a  very  rude  state,  our  subject  has 
so  skillfully  managed  and  worked  so  industriously 
as  to  convert  it  into  a  first-class  farm.  In  the 
spring  of  1858  Mr.  Smith  began  clearing  this  land, 
upon  which  he  built  a  house  a  year  later.  He 
now  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the 
home  farm,  which  is  located  on  section  14,  .at  the 
east  end  of  Paw  Paw  Lake,  Watervliet  Township. 
Berrien  County.  Besides  the  homestead,  there  are 
farms  elsewhere  aggregating  five  hundred  acres, 
sixty  of  which  arc  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of 
fruit,  and  forty  of  which,  situated  on  the  lake, 
are  used  Cor  the  purpose  of  renting.  On  these 
forty  acres  are  built  neat  and  attractive  cottages, 
that  nestle  among  the  groves  and  constitute  the 
most  tomfortable  homes, 

Jlr.  Smith   has  always   been  active  in  political 
affairs,  and  has  cast  his  ballot  both  for  the  Demo- 
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eratic  and  Prohibition  parties.  He  is  a  member  of 
tlie  Masonic  fraternity,  of  which  he  was  made  a 
coiislituent  in  New  Brunswick,  and  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Congregational  Chuixih.  The  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  and  Miss  Harriott  M.  Barker 
was  celebrated  July  9,  18S0,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  John  and  Rebecca  (Burpe)  Barker. 
Mrs.  Smitii  was  born  in  New  Brunswick,  and  after 
her  man-iage  became  the  mother  of  five  children, 
tliree  of  whom  are  still  living:  John  W.,  Carrie  B. 
and  Ella  G.  The  others  died  in  infancy.  John 
Barker  was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker  by  occupation, 
and  reared  one  son  and  three  daughters. 

The  worthy  wife  of  our  subject  has  been  a  zeal- 
ous worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chuich  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  is  a  lady  who  is  beloved 
by  all  with  whom  she  forms  acquaintanceship, 
Mr.  Smith  has  long  been  known  as  an  honorable 
and  hard-working  farmer,  who  possesses  good 
qualities  as  a  man  and  is  loyal  and  Irue  as  a 
citizen. 


\t^  H.  T,  G.  RIX,  a  successful  dentist  and  promi- 
il  JB  uent  citizen  of  CassCounty, Mich.,  has  been 
Jtr*^  continuously  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his 
profession  in  Dowagiac  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  but,  a  native  of  New  England,  was  born 
in  Danville,  Vt.,  July  28,  1834.  The  birthplace 
of  his  fatlier,  Guy  C.  Rix,  was  Littleton,  N.  H.,  in 
which  part  of  the  Old  Granite  State  the  paternal 
grandfather,  Nathaniel  Rix,  was  numbered  among 
the  very  earliest  settlers  and,  owning  four  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land,  was  esteemed  a  man  of 
substance.  Energetic  and  intelligent.  Grandfather 
Rix  was  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  of 
New  Hampshire  and  took  an  active  and  leading 
part  in  public  affairs,  serving  with  great  accepta- 
bility to  his  constituents  for  twenty-eight  years  as 
one  of  the  able  legislators  of  the  State.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  descended  from  noble 
and  patriotic  ancestry.  Gen,  Gates,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  being  one  of  her  forefathers. 

Dr.  Rix  received   instructions  in   the  sciiools  of 


St.  Johnsbury    and    Littleton,   and   completed    a 

coui-se  of  study  in  the  Yates  Academy  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.  In  1851,  our  subject,  then  only 
about  seventeen  years  of  age,  made  his  home  in 
Michigan,  Having  decided  to  adopt  a  profession, 
be  began  the  study  of  dentistry  at  Manchester,  and 
later  continued  the  same  in  Buffalo,  finally  taking  a 
course  in  the  American  College  of  Dental  Surgery, 
from  which  welt-known  institution  he  graduated 
with  an  honorary  degree,  Dr,  Rix  was  for  five 
years  Professor  of  Clinical  Dentistry  in  his  Alma 
Mater  and  also  occupied  the  chairs  of  Metallurgy 
and  Prosthetic  Denistry,  Our  subject  was  among 
the  earliest  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  the  Union, 
and  was  Lieutenant  of  Company  D,  First  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  which  participated  in  the  first  fight 
of  Bull  Run,  In  1864  Dr.  Rix  located  perma- 
nently in  Dowagiac,  and  entered  into  a  profitable 
and  extensive  practice  as  a  dentist.  The  marriage 
of  our  subject  and  Miss  Harriet  Page,  daughter  of 
James  Page,  of  New  York  State,  was  celebrated  in 
the  year  1858. 

Three  children  have  blessed  the  pleasant  home  of 
Dr,  Rix  and  his  estimable  wife.  Dr.  John  Rix  is  a 
prosperous  dental  surgeon  at  Thorp,  Wis,  Ada- 
laide  F.,  now  Mi-s,  Frank  P.  Fish,  of  Chicago,  is 
also  a  graduate  of  the  American  College  of  Den- 
tal Surgery,  and  took  her  degree  in  the  year 
1892;  and  Gertrude  is  at  home.  In  the  spring 
of  1892  our  subject  was  in  charge  of  the  Amer- 
ican College  of  Dental  Surgery  as  Superinten- 
dent of  the  College  and  Clinics,  where  there  were 
at  the  time  one  hundred  and  sixty  students 
and  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred 
patients  per  day.  He  was  forced  on  account  of 
ill-health  to  resign  his  arduous  position  and  recu- 
perate. Dr.  Rix  is  a  liberal  and  progressive  citi- 
zen, deeply  interested  in  local  and  National  a£fairs, 
and  has  several  times  been  the  nominee  of  his 
party  for  positions  of  trust.  He  has  for  two  terms 
discharged  efficiently  the  duties  of  Village  Trustee, 
and  is  now  President  of  the  Dowagiac  Union 
Fair  Association,  one  of  the  important  enterprises 
locatedat  Dowagiac, Cass  County.  He  is  also  Pres- 
ident of  the  Mutual  City  and  Village  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company  of  the  counties  of  Berrien,  Cass  and 
Van  Buren.     Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  valued 
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member  of  the  Aocienl  Free  &  Accepted  Masons, 
and  aflUliates  with  Lodge  No.  114;  Keystone 
Cliapter  No.  36,  of  Dowagiac;  American  Legion 
of  Honor,  Knights  of  Honor,  Knights  of  Pytliias, 
and  B.  P.  0.  E.,  the  last  order  at  Battle  Creek, 
Midi. 


-^^- 


e  EUGENE  LYLE,  Vice-President  of  the 
Dowagiac  Drill  Company,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing enterprises  of  Cass  County,  and  also  a 
Director  of  the  City  Banli,  engaged  profitably  in 
the  dry-goods  business  for  liimself  when  onlj-  sev- 
enteen years  of  age,  and  still  continues  to  devote 
a  large  portion  of  his  valuable  time  to  mercan- 
tile pui'suits.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Dowagiac, 
and  was  born  in  this  thriving  city  January  9, 
1855.  He  was  the  son  of  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  the  town,  D.  Lyie,  well  known  in  Cass 
County,  and  highly  esteemed  as  an  early  settler 
and  representative  business  man  of  Dowagiac. 
The  home  of  the  father  and  mother  was  blessed 
by  the  presence  of  two  sons,  C.  Eugene  and 
Frank  W.  Lyle,  Cashier  of  the  City  Bank.  Mr. 
LyIe  throughout  his  childhood  and  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  regularly  attended  the  excellent  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  received  a  practical  educa- 
tion which  well  fitted  him  to  discharge  the  various 
and  complex  duties  which  have  since  devolved 
upon  him. 

Entering  upon  the  responsibilities  of  business 
life  four  years  prior  to  attaining  his  majority,  our 
subject  has  for  over  a  score  of  years  given  his 
close  and  unwearied  attention  to  the  details  which 
insure  the  successful  handling  of  dry-goods,  and 
has  built  up  a  trade  covering  a  large  territory  and 
second  to  none  in  this  section  of  the  country.  In 
company  with  his  brother  he  also  engaged  in  man- 
ufacturing drills,  the  enterprise  from  the  first  re- 
ceiving unusual  encouragement  and  immense  cus- 
tom. The  extensive  factory  now  regularly  em- 
ploys from  two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men,  its  products  comparing  most 
favorably  with  the  old  establishments  of  this 
country  and  Europe.     Financially  prospered,  Mr. 


Lyle  is  active  in  all  mattere  of  public  interest, 
and  is  a  large  stuckiiolder  in  the  City  Bank,  of 
which  he  has  forsome  time  been  one  of  the  valued 
Directors.  In  this  official  position,  as  iu  his  entire 
business  career,  he  is  especially  distinguished  for 
his  executive  ability  and  clear  judgment. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  September,  1878,  his 
wife  being  Miss  Ida  A.  Holmes,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Mary  Holmes,  of  Dowagiac,  the  father 
and  mother  being  long-time  resident*  of  this 
city,  having  emigrated  to  Michigan  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  their  early  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lyle  have  one  child.  Miss  Clara  H.  Lyle,  to  whom 
life  promises  a  bright  and  happy  future.  Mr. 
Lyle  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  a  politician,  but  is 
well  posted  on  local  and  National  issues.  In  both 
social  and  business  circles  he  has  a  large  acquaint- 
anoe,  and,  passing  his  entire  life  among  the  aisso- 
ciations  of  youth,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a  host 
of  life-time  friends. 


=■^.^- 


JAMES  H.  GRAHAM.  A  pioneer  of  Mason 
Township  and  a  gentleman  who  has  had 
more  to  do  with  the  public  affaii-s  of  the 
^^_^  same  than  any  other  man  in  the  township, 
is  James  H.  Graham,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  November  18,  1832.  He  was  sixth 
in  order  of  birth  of  nine  children  born  to  J.  R.  and 
Mary  A.  (Kidd)  Graham.  J.  R.  Graham  was  born 
in  Belfast,  Ireland,  January  28,  1796,  and  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  was  a  weaver  by  trade, 
as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  the  youngest  of 
a  large  family  of  children.  Wh  nay  n  man 
he  crossed  the  ocean  to  America  land  ng  n  Can- 
ada, but  went  from  there  to  Phila  lelph  whe  e  be 
worked  at  his  trade  a8awea\e  fo  O  e  t  mc, 
and  then  went  to  Wilmington,  Del  At  tl  e  latter 
place  he  formed  the  acquaintance!  Of  Miss  Mary 
A.  Kidd,  who  was  born  in  Philadelpiiia  and  who 
was  of  genuine  Highland  Scotch  ancestry.  Her 
father  was  a  wealthy  and  prominent  powder  man- 
ufacturer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham's  nuptials  were  celebrated 
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March  9,  1822,  and  he  continued  to  follow  liis 
trade  in  Wilmington  and  Pliiladclpliia  tor  many 
years,  being  a  resident  of  the  latter  place  when 
La  Fayette  made  a  visit  there.  Later  he  went  to 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  continued  in  the  manu- 
facture of  linen  and  woolen  goods  until  the  win- 
ter of  IS-IG,  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  He  located 
Id  Mottville,  and  two  years  later  came  to  Cass 
County,  locating  on  land  in  Mason  Township 
where  our  subject  now  lives.  He  came  here  with  a 
moderate  fortune  made  in  his  business  asaweaven 
and  died  here  four  years  later,  in  January,  1852. 
He  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  views  and  a  stronif 
Protectionist.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
]{aptist  Church,  Ten  years  after  his  death  and  on 
the  same  farm  occurred  the  death  of  the  wife  and 
mother.  This  w.as  on  October  22,  1862,  and  she 
was  sixty-two  years  of  age,  her  birth  having  oc- 
curred in   1800. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  ouv  subject  were 
named  as  follows:  John,  born  January  21,  1823, 
died  in  infancy;  Mary  Ann,  born  September  24, 
1824,  married  Marshal  Moon,  who  is  farming  in 
this  State;  Eleanor,  born  August  14,  1826,  married 
George  W.  Sanford,  a  steamboat  engineer  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  where  she  died  May  15,  1854;  Marga- 
ret, born  Septemljer  13,  1828,  married  Jonas  Mill- 
er, a  farmer,  and  now  resides  at  Hicksville,  Ohio; 
Victorine,  boru  November  13,  1830,  died  Septem- 
ber 14,  1846;  Eveline,  born  January  8,  1835,  mar- 
ried Aloiizo  Fields,  wlio  is  now  deceased,  and  she 
is  living  in  Porter  Township,  this  county;  Jane^ 
born  April  7,  1837,  died  August  28,  of  the  same 
year;  and  Isah,  born  July  19,  1838,  died  Septem- 
ber 17,  1847. 

A  limited  education  was  received  by  James  H. 
Graham,  for  when  but  a  small  child  he  went  ii 
the  woolen-mill  with  his  father.  Later,  or  when 
thirteen  years  of  age,  he  took  charge  of  a  carding- 
'  machine,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  came 
with  his  parents  to  Michigan.  When  twenty  years 
old  he  was  left  fatherless  and  he  continued  on  the 
home  place,  clearing  it  of  the  heavy  timber  with 
which  it  was  covered.  With  his  own  hands  he 
cleared  one  hundred  acres  and  after  the  death  of 
liis  mother  the  land  came  into  his  possession.  Sin 
1848  it  has  been  his  home,     Unlike  his  father,  o 


subject  became  converted  to  the  principles  of  the 
Democmtic  party  long  before  he  was  old  enough 
to  vote,  and  his  arguments  with  his  father  on  this 
subject  while  he  was  yet  a  boy,  especially  on  the 
subject  of  free  trade  and  protection,  showed  him 
to  be  well  posted  for  his  years.  When  he  would 
come  out  ahead  in  his  arguments  his  father  would 
say:  "Well,  you're  nothing  but  a  boy  and  can  do 
no  harm;  you  will  know  more  when  you  get  to  he 
a  man."  This  was  probably  true,  but  Mr.  Graham 
is  still  the  same  free-trade  Democrat,  pure  and 
simple,  with  no  side  issue.  His  motto  has  ever 
been,  '-Sink  or  swim,  live  or  die,  it  shall  be  on 
the  old  ship  Democracy." 

Mr,  Graliam  has  always  been  a  prominent  factor 
In  the  politics  of  his  locality  ami  the  first  ofHce  he 
ever  held  was  that  of  Constable.  This  was  the 
first  election  held  after  he  became  of  age,  and  was 
in  1853.  He  lield  the  position  for  four  years,  and 
in  1854  was  elected  one  of  the  County  Commis- 
sioners, serving  in  that  capacity  until  the  spring 
of  1857.  At  that  date  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  has  discharged  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  this  position  continuously  ever  since.  In 
the  spring  of  1865  he  tieeame  Township  Supervisor 
and  that  ofKce  has  been  in  his  keeping  altogether 
twenty-one  j'ears.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  for  five  years  and  retired  from  the 
oflice  in  the  spring  of  1893.  In  1886  he  repre- 
sented his  county  before  tlie  State  Board  of  Equal- 
ization and  obtained  concessions  favorable  to  the 
county.  Since  1855  he  has  been  a  prominent 
3Iason  and  is  now  a  member  of  a  lodge  at  Con- 
stantine. 

December  7,  1854,  he  wedded  Miss  Adelade  Ar- 
nold, a  native  of  Mason  Township,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  born  August  20,  1837,  and  the  daughter  of 
George  Arnold,  who  was  born  in  the  old  Bay  State 
December  2,  1812.  Her  grandfather,  Elijah  Ar- 
nold, was  born  either  in  Massac h use ts  or  Connecti- 
cut, and  his  father,  an  Englishman,  served  in  the 
War  for  Independence  and  lived  to  be  ninety-twu 
yeai-sofage.  George  Arnold  was  a  hatter  early 
in  life  but  later  a  carpenter  and  builder.  When 
sisteen  yeare  of  age  lie  came  West  to  the  Buck- 
eye Stale,  and  in  1835  made  his  way  to  Michigan, 
locating  land  on  section  12,  Mason  Township,  Cass 
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County.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Barber,  who  was 
botD  at  liatavin,  N.  Y..  ic  1814.  Of  her  family 
but  little  can  be  learne<l.  Mr.  Arnold  served  as 
Towiiship  Supervisor  of  Mason  Towjishi|)  at  an 
early  day  and  died  on  the  land  wliere  be  first  set- 
tled and  where  Mrs.  Graham  was  born,  in  1867. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  are  the  parents  of  three 
tliildren.  The  eldest,  Hatlie  T.,  was  educated  at 
Hillsdale  and  at  the  St«te  Normal  Sclioolat  Ypsi- 
latiti.  For  many  years  she  was  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  but  is  now,  and  has  been  for  ycai-s, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  school  esaiuining  board' 
of  Cass  County  and  is  considered  one  of  tlie  most 
able  members  of  the  same.  Rena  G,  was  edu- 
cated at  Hillsdale  and  Ypsilanti  and  is  now  a  sten- 
ographer and  typewriter  in  Chicago,  Tlieir  other 
child,  and  only  son,  Herbert  A,,  married  Miss  Lucy 
HitchcoK,  of  Union,  this  county,  and  for  years  has 
been  a  salesman  in  Chicago.  At  present  (1893), 
be  is  connected  with  the  World's  Fair  manage- 
ment. He  is  tlie  father  of  tliree  children:  Donald 
H.,  Marguerite  and  Una  Arline. 


JU8AAC  MARTIN,  an  energetic  citizen,  a  stone- 
mason by  trade,  and  .in  excellent  workman, 
having  for  many  years  devoted  himself  to  that 
occupation,  has  of  late  given  his  attention  to  the 
tilling  of  the  soil,  and  resides  upon  a  valuable  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres,  located  about  two  and  a- 
half  miles  south  of  Three  Oaks,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.  Our  subject,  born  January  30,  1825,  is  a 
native  of  New  Jersej'.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Isaac  W.  Martin,  was  a  native  of  New  Jei-sey  and 
was  born  June  14,  1771.  Rearedin  his  birthplace, 
the  grandfather  attained  to  manhood  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Alice  Adams,  and  with  his  wife  removei) 
to  Oxford,  Ohio,  some  years  later,  settling  in  the 
Buckeye  State  in  1838.  He  died  in  Ohio  the  fol- 
lowing year,  October  3,  1839.  By  trade  a  shoe- 
maker, Isaac  Martin  did  not  amass  a  competence, 
but,  a  thoroughly  honest  and  sincere  man,  he  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  many  friends.  His  good 
wife,  wliQ  WBis  aiso  ft  nativif  of  New  Jeroe^s  sur- 


vived his  death  many  years  and  passed  to  her  rest 
in  Berrien  County,  October  8,  1871,  aged  ninety- 
one  years.  This  venerable  lady  was  a  daughter  of 
Matthew  Adams,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Early  in  life  Grandmother  and 
Grandfatlior  Martin  were  both  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  later  the  grandfather 
joined  the  Baptist  Chiirch  and  his  excellent  wife 
became  a  Methodist. 

Isaac  and  Alice  (Adams)  Martin  were  the  par- 
ents of  eleven  cliildren,  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Abraham,  Matthew,  Isaac  W.,  Phccbe, 
Mary,  Paul  A.,  Sophia,  William,  Jacob,  Sherwood 
and  John.  Abraham,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  the  eldest  son  and  combined  the  occupations 
of  a  farmer  and  a  shoemaker.  He  was  born  in  the 
old  New  Jersey  home  October  24,  1800.  At- 
taining to  manhood,  he  married  Miss  Lydia  Cum- 
back,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  lio'm  in  1 802,  the 
daughter  of  Peter  Cumback,  and  an  aunt  of  the 
celebrated  lecturer.  Will  Cumback,  of  Indiana. 
After  many  yeai's  of  usefulness  the  father  died  on 
the  farm  adjoining  where  our  subject  now  resides, 
November  4,  1860.  He  had  emigrated  from  the 
East  to  Indiana  in  a  very  early  day, and  from  Ind- 
iana journeying  to  Michigan,  settled  in  Berrien 
County  in  1847.  The  mother  survived  until  Oc- 
tober 20,  1862.  Unto  the  parents  were  born  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Isaac,  the 
eldest,  IS  our  subject;  Klsie  is  the  wife  of  Jolin 
Smith  and  resides  in  Oregon;  John  S.  is  the  third; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Calita  Preston;  Martha  is  the 
widow  of  David  Pen  well;  and  Eliza  is  the  youug- 

Until  thirteen  years  of  age  our  subject  remained 
in  his  early  home,  but  at  that  period  of  his  life 
his  parents  removed  from  New  Jersey  to  Franklin 
C<mnly,  Ind.,  where  he  received  the  most  of  his 
education.  He  was  trained  up  to  industrious 
habits,  and  decided  to  learn  a  trade,  finally  choos- 
ing that  of  a  stone-mason.  At  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  began  the  struggle  of  daily  labor  upon 
Ills  own  account,  and  lias  followed  his  trade  most 
of  tlie  timesince.  In  1843  Mr.  Martin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Gavin,  who  was  born 
in  Indiana  and  departed  this  life  in  1854.  The 
union    was   blessed   b^  ih«  birth  o(    two   ijonij, 
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intei-ed  into  a  sec- 

nd  was  then  wed- 

.  of    Indiana, 

B  (deceased)i 
'  subject  and 
mbera  of  the 
ei'c  the  parents 


James  and  Joliii.  Our  subjeet 
Olid  marriage  April  29,  1860,  and 
ded  to  Miss  Martha  Jane  Jeffrie) 
who  has  had  four  children:  Nelli 
Editli,  Clarence  and  Clifford.  Oui 
liis  estimable  wife  are  valued  me 
Methodist  E|)isco|>al  Cliureh, 
of  Wr,  Mailin,  Politically,  oursubject  is  a  strong 
Democrat  and  cast  his  first  vole  (or  Lewis  Cass. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  local  and  national 
issues  and  has  held  witli  efllciency  the  oftice  of 
Higliway  Commissioner.  During  forty-six  years 
of  intimate  association  with  the  community  where 
he  now  resides.  Mr.  Martin  has  lieen  an  important 
factor  in  the  growth  of  local  enterprise  and  im- 
provements, and  fully  pissesses  the  esteem  of  a 
wide  circle  of  old  friends  and  fellow-townsmen. 


J'  AMES  S.  O'DELL.  The  agricultural  part  of 
the  community  is  its  bone  and  sinew,  from 
which  conies  the  strength  and  vigor  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  manufacture, 
commerce  and  the  State.  When  the  farming  peo- 
ple aie  composed  of  men  and  women  of  courage, 
enterprise,  intelligence  and  integrity,  prosperity 
will  attend  all  dc|>artments  of  activity,  and  this 
is  pre-eminently  the  casein  Cass  County. 

The  prominent  farmer  of  whom  we  now  write 
has  ever  been  a  resident  of  Porter  Township,  and 
was  the  first  male  white  child  born  in  this  town- 
ship, his  birth  occurring  January  10,  1830.  His 
father,  Nathan  G.  O'Dell,  was  a  native  Virginian, 
born  October  1,  1803,  and  the  grandfather,  also 
Nathan  G.  O'Dell,  was  born  in  the  same  State  No- 
vember 4,  1772.  The  progenitors  of  this  family 
came  originally  from  England,  but  for  many  gen- 
erations the  ancestors  resided  in  the  grand  old 
State  of  Virginia.  Altliough  they  lived  in  a  slave 
State,  not  a  member  of  this  family  ever  owned 
slaves,  and,  so  far  as  known,  alt  were  opposed  to 
slavery. 

NiithiU)    (i.   O'Dell,  Sr.,    marriu.l    Miss    Ucbeica 

Kite,  a  native  alao  of  Virginia,  twrn  Jul^  a,  ITSO, 


and  they  had  nine  children.  Thomas,  the  eldest, 
was  born  January  22,  1796,  and  was  for  more  than 
forty  years  a  Methodist  preacher.  He  went  to 
Iowa,  and  there  died  in  1861.  .Tames,  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1798,  married  Miss  Nancy  Carr,  and 
came  to  Michigan  at  a  very  early  day.  He  died 
in  St.  Joseph  County  September  24,  1835.  John, 
Iwrn  March  24,  1801,  died  in  Ohio  August  19, 
1826.  Nathan  ft.  was  next  younger;  Elizabeth, 
born  on  the  21st  of  May,  1806,  was  married 
in  Ohio  on  the  19lh  of  May,  1835.  Enos  P., 
born  August  7,  1808,  went  to  Illinois,  where  he 
followed  farming  until  his  death,  February  22, 
1852.  Lorenzo  D.,  born  October  29,  1810,  was  a 
member  of  Ihe  Ohio  Congress,  and  died  in  that 
State  about  1883.  Rebecca,  born  May  17,1812, 
married  Thomas  Burns,  and  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan, where  she  died  in  September,  1846;  and 
Silas  P.,  born  September  15,  1817,  died  when  but 
two  years  of  age. 

The  father  of  the  above-mentioned  children  was 
a  miller  by  trade,  and  owned  a  mill  in  Virginia. 
In  connection  with  milling  he  also  carried  on 
farming.  Early  in  1800  he  went  with  his  family 
to  Ohio,  settled  in  Wayne  County,  and  there  took 
land.  H  Iso  w  ed  a  1  operated  a  gristmill. 
In  1828  I  e  can  to  M  c!  a  nd  settled  in  the 
eastern  p  t  of  wh  t  s  now  Porter  Township, 
where  his  deatl  >c  u  ed  O  tober,  1835.  His 
wife  followe  11  to  tl  e  "  ve  two  months  later. 
His  son  Natl  an  t  f  the  of  our  subject,  was 
married  n  Ol  n  1828  t  M  ss  Sarah  Drake,  and 
directly  afte  ma  age  left  tl  e  Buckeye  State  with 
several  other  families  and  came  to  Cass  County, 
Mich.  Mr.  O'Dell  settled  in  what  is  now  Porter 
Township,  and  there  he  and  his  father  took  up 
Government  land.  To  his  marriage  wei-c  born 
five  children. 

Of  these  children  Jam«s  S.  was  the  eldest.  Thomas, 
the  next  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  January  30, 
1831,  and  married  Miss  Luvina  Travers.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  leading  man  in  local 
politics.  For  a  year  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
for  eight  yeare  Supervisor,  and  a  member  of  tlie 
Michigan  State  Legislature.  He  died  January  30, 
1892,  leaving  a  family  of  six  children.  The  third 
ill  order  of  birth  of  Mr.  O'Dell's  children  waa 
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David,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  27th  of  March, 
1833.  He  went  to  Iowa,  and  subsequently  enlisted 
in  tlie  Civil  War.  After  being  discharged  he  re- 
turned to  that  State  and  there  died  soon  after. 
Marguerite,  born  November  9,  1834,  married  Henry 
J.  Brown,  who  died  in  1884.  She  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  in  Porter  Township;  John, 
born  October  30,  1836,  married  Miss  Jane  Smith, 
and  is  now  farming  in  Porter  Township. 

The  mother  of  the  above-mentioned  children 
died  in  October,  1836,  soon  after  the  last-named 
child  was  born.  Her  husband's  second  marriage 
was  to  Miss  Eliza  Shivel,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren. Sarah,  whose  birth  occurred  December  25, 
1842,  married  John  Draper,  and  died  while  he  was 
in  the  army;  and  Eben,  born  December  27,  1843, 
went  into  the  army  when  but  sixteen  years  of  age 
and  remained  in  the  service  until  tlie  cessation  of 
hostilities.  lie  married  Miss  Nettie  Motley,  and 
they  have  three  living  children. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  but  thirteen 
yeai-s  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  as  he  started 
out  soon  after  to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  his 
education  was  necessarily  very  limited.  Being 
industrious  and  economical,  he  bouglit  the  land 
where  he  now  lives  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  one 
year  later  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Travers,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Travers,  who  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Cass  County,  Mich.  She  was  born 
March  27,  1858,  and  died  leaving  a  littie  girl  baby 
but  ten  days  old.  This  child,  who  was  named 
Sarah  .Jane,  was  born  March  17,  1858,  and  died 
July  13,  1869.  February  27,  1859,  Mr.  O'Dell 
married  his  present  wife,  Caroline  Louppee,  who 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  November  8, 
1837,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Wilmina  (Stiner)  Louppee,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Germany.  They  came  to  this  country 
shortly  after  their  marriage,  settled  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of  1843  moved 
to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  the  father  died  the 
following  August,  Her  mother  was  three  tiroes 
married,  the  last  time  to  Jacob  Riuehart.  She 
difd  in  1876. 

Mrs.  O'Dell  had  six  brothers  and  one  sister. 
George,  her  eldest  brother,  went  to  Iowa,  married 
and  has  a  family  of  children.     Lewis  also  went  to 


that  State,  but  later  entered  the  army.  After  the 
war  he  settled  in  Kansas.  He  is  a  blacksmith  by 
trade.  Fredrick  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  ho  now 
lives  and  where  he  follows  the  trade  of  hlack- 
sniitb.  He  is  married,  but  has  no  children.  Will- 
iam is  a  baker  at  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  is  mar- 
ried and  has  children.  John  is  a  prominent  far- 
mer of  Porter  Township,  is  married  and  has  a 
family  of  children.  Sarah  married  Seth  Talbert, 
a  farmer,  and  they  live  in  Porter  Township.  They 
have  tt  family  of  children.  Oscar,  a  merchant  and 
Postmaster  at  Union,  is  married  and  has  children. 
The  half-sister  of  Mi's.  O'Dell,  Eveline,  married 
Martin  Stanard  and  went  witli  liim  to  Nebraska. 
She  is  residing  there  now,  but  is  a  widow.  Mrs. 
O'Dell's  half-brother,  Henry  Wright,  is  a  farmer 
of  Porter  Township. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Dell  have  been  born  four 
children.  Nathan,  born  April  23,  1860,  married 
Addie  Hutchings,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Vida  and  Ruble.  He  is  a  merchant  at  Jones,  Cass 
County,  Mich.  Carrie  M.,  born  May  18,  1865,  mar- 
ried Fred  Slieldon  and  lias  two  childern,  Clarence 
and  Nida.  Ida,  born  December  11,  1870,  resides 
at  home;  and  Ross,  born  February  24,  1875,  is 
;ilso  at  home,  Mr.  O'Dell  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat,  but  has  never  aspired  (o  office  of  any 
kind.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  is  public-spirited  and  enterprising. 
He  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  all 
the  result  of  his  own  exertions.  He  has  done 
much  to  develop  the  country  and  bring  it  from 
its  primitive  condition  to  its  present  wonderful 
state  of  development. 


|s*iN=S-«-^ 


Wt^  H.  MORLEY,  a  pi-osperous  miller  of  New 
js^  Troy  and  a  life-long  resident  of  Berrien 
1^  County.  Mich.,  was  born  in  Weesaw  Town- 

ship, Berrien  County,  June  28,  1853.  His  par- 
ents, Ambrose  A.  and  Cordelia  (Carroll)  Morley, 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of 
Berrien  County  and  were  intimately  associated 
with  tlie  progressive  interests  of  the  township  from 
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its  eiirliest  inEancy.  The  fatlier,  yet  surviving 
and  residing  with  oui  subject;,  was  ttiroiighout  his 
long  years  of  active  usefulness  an  energetic  and 
enterprising  man  of  superior  business  ability  and 
excellent  judgment.  He  was  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and,  there  reared,  educated  and  mar- 
ried, became  ambitious  to  try  }iis  fortune  in  the 
West,  toward  which  the  tide  of  emigration  was 
steadily  tending.  In  1852,  with  his  wife  and 
family,  he  journeyed  to  Miehigan,aiid,  a  miller  by 
occupation,  erected  at  various  times  three  sawmills, 
two  of  which  were  propelled  by  steam,  and  one  liy 
water  power.  His  presence  was  a  welcome  one  in 
the  new  country,  where  mills  were  at  lirst  scarce, 
and  aside  from  his  business  he  partici|>ated  with 
interest  in  all  the  progressive  movements  of  the 
township  and  was  ever  a  ready  aid  in  all  matters 
of  mutual  welfare. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  passed  away, 
deeply  mourned,  March  6,  1875,  was  a  woman  of 
sterling  character  and,  devoting  herself  to  the  in- 
terests of  her  famili',  reared  with  lender  care  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  all  surviving.  Slie  was  a 
devout  Christian  woman  and  a  valued  member  ot 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  paternal 
grandfather.  "William  Morley,  a  direct  descendant 
of  English  ancestry,  was,  as  was  also  his  good 
wife,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Morleys,  father  and  grandfather,  being  liberal 
and  active  in  the  extension  of  religious  work  and 
inliuenee.  The  five  children  who  gathered  about 
the  ilreside  of  their  parents'  home  are:  Albert,  a 
skilled  machinist,  employed  in  Chicago;  F.  II.,  our 
subject;  Thomas,  a  resident  ot  St.  Josepli,  Mo.,  a 
cutter  by  trade  and  engaged  in  a  tailor's  shop; 
Alliston,  associated  with  his  brother  in  operating  a 
gristmill;  and  Frank,  the  wife  of  Frank  D.  Noggle. 
Mr.  Morley,  reared  in  Weesaw  Township,  attended 
the  district  school  of  his  birthplace  and  early  in 
life  assisted  his  father,  learning  from  him  the  trade 
of  a  miller.  When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself,  engaging  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness and  running  a  gristmill  in  New  Troy,  and 
since,  continuing  in  thisline  of  work,  has  industri- 
ously accumulated  a  handsome  projrerty. 

The    gristmill    operated     by    our    subject     was 
erected  by  his  fatlior  in  1868  and  was  then  a  bnrr- 
2^ 


milt,  but,  remodeled  in  1891,  became  a  roller-mill, 
having  a  capacity  of  forty  barrels  per  day.  Beside 
its  regular  custom  work  the  mill  furnishes  a  large 
product  of  a  superior  grade,  and  has  acquired  an 
enviable  reputation  for  the  quality  of  its  goods. 
Seventy  acres  of  valuable  land  surrounding  the 
mill  are  owned  by  Mr.  Morley,  who  has  brought 
this  farm  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  im- 
proved the  homestead  with  excellent  and  substan- 
tial buildings.  In  1876  F.  II.  Morley  and  Miss 
Emily  S.  Smith  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Morley,  a  daughter  ot  Petet  Smith,  is  a  native  of 
Indiana.  Oui  subject  and  hi^  estimable  wife  have 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  sons,  Linwood  C. 
and  Floyd  H  ,  bright  and  intelligent  lads,  Mr. 
Morley  cast  his  fiist  Piesidential  vote  for  S.  J. 
Tilden  and  lemains  a  stiong  Democrat.  He  has 
with  able  fldelit\  diachaiged  the  duties  of  Town- 
ship Clerk  foi  many  years  and,  widely  known  and 
universally  esteemed,  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
social,  business  and  public  life  of  his  home  local- 
ity. 


|iv     OT  ijor 


OT  IJONINE.  Among  the  well-known  res- 
ts of  Penn  Township  there  is  not  one 
ly  beloved  or  more  truly  hon- 
oi-ed  by  his  neighbors  than  he  whose  name  has 
just  been  given,  and  whose  success  in  life  has  been 
due  almost  wholly  to  his  industry  and  persever- 
ance. His  long  lite  of  usefulness  and  his  record 
for  integrity  and  true-hearted  faithfulness  in  all 
the  relations  of  life  have  given  him  a  hold  upon 
the  community  which  all  might  well  desire  to 
share. 

Isaac  Bonine,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Tennessee,  in  which  State  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Talbert,  also  a  Tcnnesseean.  They 
emigrated  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  shortly  after 
their  marriage,  and  were  among  the  first  settlers 
there.  Mr.  Bonine  followed  the  occu|)ation  of  a. 
farmer,  but  in  connection  was  interested  in  a  gi'ist, 
saw  and  oil  mill.  About  1843  he  and  his  wife 
emigrated  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  there  passed 
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the  doGing  scenes  of  their  lives.  Bolli  were  mera- 
iiers  of  tlie  Frieuds'  Cliurth  anci  active  workei's 
in  the  same. 

The  subject  of  tliis  notice  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ind..  July  18,  1825,  find  was  tlie  sixth 
in  order  of  birtli  of  eleven  cliildreii,  eight  sons 
and  three  daogliters.  He  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict sclioola  of  his  native  township,  and  when 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  came  with  his  parents- 
to  Cass  County,  Mich.  He  was  first  married  in 
Penn  Township  April  9,  1846,  to  Miss  Susan  Don- 
nell,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  who  died 
April  4,  186a.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  cliiU 
dren:  Jonathan  D.;  John  Is'.;  Emma  PIstella,  de- 
ceased; James  M.;  Sarah  L.,  wife  of  Charles  F, 
Wright;  and  Rose  E.,  wife  of  Claude  L.  Pem- 
berton. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1870,  Mr.  Bonine 
was  married  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  to  Miss 
Amanda  J.  Price,  who  was  born  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  in  1842,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of 
Jaines  and  Rosalind  (Emory)  Price.  The  father 
was  born  near  Dayton,  Oliio,  and  the  mother  is 
ft  native  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1842  they 
removed  to  Iowa,  where  they  now  reside.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  and  Mi-s.  Bonine  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth.  Slie  was  educated  in  Marion 
County,  Iowa,  but  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
with  the  Lamb  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Honine's 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  childi-en:  Kffie, 
who  was  born  January  !7,  1872,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1879;  and  Arley  I.,  boin  Oclotier  17, 
1883. 

Mr.  Bonine  began  for  himself  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  and,  as  he  iiad  been  reared 
to  farming,  it  seemed  hut  natural  thai  he  should 
select  that  as  hisclioscn  calling.  When  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  his  fatlier  gave  him  a  piece  of 
land,  and  in  a  few  yciirs  he  had  traded  it  for 
eighty  acres  of  the  land  he  now  owns.  During 
his  youthful  days  he  spent  considerable  time  trap- 
ping and  hunting,  and  in  the  winter  season  often 
made  as  high  as  1600.  Stricken  at  last  with  the 
"gold  fever,"  he  went  to  California  in  1851,  and 
worlied  on  the  Yuba  River  for  110  a.  day  for 
some  time.     Later  he  discovered  a  gold  mine,  and 


worked  that  until  the  cholera  broke  out  in  camp, 
when  he  left  the  State  and  returned  home.  lie 
took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  and  was  on  the 
water  sixty-six  days,  thirty  days  of  that  time 
being  out  of  sight  of  land.  He  reached  home  in 
1852,  and  has  since  resided  in  Cass  County.  Mr. 
Boniue  has  killed  a  great  many  animals  in  his 
day,  and  got  iiis  start  in  life  by  selling  furs.  His 
farm  was  all  a  wilderness  when  he  became  its 
owner,  but  he  has  now  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  fine  tillable  land,  located  five  miles  east  of 
the  county  seat,  and  is  one  of  the  representative 
men  and  farmci's  of  the  township.  His  first  Presi- 
dential vote  was  east  for  President  Taylor. 


riL^BNRY  C.  HARMON,  a  prominent  citizen, 
llTj'  is  the  elflcient  Justice  of  the  Peace,  now 
Z^^'  serving  an  extended  term  of  judicial  ofliue 
(^  in  the  city  of  Cossopolis,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  and  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness attainments.  Our  subject  was  one  of  the 
seven  children  who  clustered  about  the  liearth  of 
Harvey  and  Eunice  (White)  Harmon,  whose  pleas- 
ant  home  was  in  the  Empire  State.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Hartford,  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of 
the  paternal  grandfather.  The  mother's  ancestors 
were  likettlso  of  New  England  birth,  the  Whites 
for  many  generations  having  been  born,  reared 
and  educated  among  the  old  granite  hills  of  New 
Hampshire.  Henry  C.  Hprmon  was  born  in  Man- 
chester Centre.  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  April  24, 
1840,  and  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  passed  the 
days  of  early  youth  among  the  scenes  of  his  child- 
hood. 

Our  subject  received  primary  instruction  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
completed  his  education  in  the  Canandaigua  Ac- 
ademy, then  under  the  management  of  Profes- 
sor Noah  T.  Clark.  Mr.  Harmon  was  from  his 
youthful  days  accustomed  to  the  round  of  agri- 
cultural duties,  and  having  attained  to  a  mature 
age  began  life  for  himself  upon  a  farm.     For  years 
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he  suwiessfullj  rievotcd  his  time  to  the  tilling  of 
tlie  soil,  and  later  shared  with  the  eares  of  the  home- 
stead the  oflleial  perplexities  ineidental  to  the  otBce 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  For  twelve  consecutive 
_years  Mr.  [larmoii  administered  law  in  the  near 
locality  of  his  home,  and  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties  gave  full  satisfaction  lo  the  community 
by  whom  he  was  surrounded.  Deciding  Anally  to 
make  a  change  of  residence,  our  subject  and  his 
family  removed  to  Michigan,  locating  in  the  West 
in  1881.  Since  this  latter  date  Mr.  Harmon  has 
been  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  Cassopolis, 
and  here,  as  in  the  Kast,  has  served  most  acceptably 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

April  24,  1872,  Henry  C.  Harmon  and  Miss  Mary 
L.  Caldwell,  of  Clifton  Springs,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Harmon  was 
the  daughter  of  Murray  Caldwell,  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative men  of  the  Empire  State.  The  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  William  Bockfeller,  of  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.  Grandfather  Caldwell  was  a  noted 
physician  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and,  possess- 
ing a  wonderful  physique  and  magnifleent  consti- 
tution, survived  to  one  hundred  years,  and  com- 
pleted a  century  vivid  in  the  rapid  development 
of  the  United  States.  Our  subject  is  in  political 
affiliation  a  pronounced  Democrat,  and  was  de- 
feated as  Representative  to  the  Legislature  in  the 
Tilden  campaign  by  a  majority  reduced  from  four 
hundred  to  forty-two.  In  al!  matters  of  public 
welfare  Mr.  Harmon  is  liberal  and  progressive  in 
his  ideas.  Financially  prospered,  he  has  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  competence,  and,  together  with 
his  excellent  wife,  enjoys  the  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances. 


;  ^=€^a**-»'ll^#*lt^- 


fe^KORGE  W.  ROUGH,  an  able  general  agri- 
-  culturist  and  successful  fruit-grower  of 
Bertrand  Townsliip,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
is  numbered  among  the  representative  citizens  of 
his  part  of  the  State,  and,  commanding  the  confi- 
dence of  his  home  community,  has  lately  been 
elected  to  tUe   oftlcial    position   of  Supervisor   of 


the  township.  Prospered  financially,  our  subject 
is  a  stockholder  and  Vice-President  of  the  First 
Stale  Savings  Bank  of  Niles  and  has  long  been 
foremost  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public 
welfare.  Mr.  Rough  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  born  in  Juniata  County  July  4,  1843, 
Ho  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  (Imhofif)  Rough. 
The  father, also  a  native  Penusylvanian,  was  born 
in  Juniata  County.  The  home  of  the  parents  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  live  children,  four  daugh- 
ters and  one  son,  all  of  whom  lived  to  years  of 
maturity.  Our  subject,  the  onlyson  and  youngest 
child,  was  but  a  little  lad  when  his  father  and 
mother  resolved  to  move  with  their  family  to  the 
farther  West. 

George  W.  was  about  five  years  of  age  when,  in 
]84y,  he  came  to  Bertrand  Township,  and  received 
his  entire  schooling  in  the  district  of  his  home. 
His  parents  located  at  liist  upon  the  farm  where 
our  subject  now  resides,  and  which  he  has  contin- 
ued throughout  all  the  changing  seasons  of  more 
than  two-score  years  to  make  his  constant  resi- 
dence. In  1866,  May  1,  our  subject  entered  into 
the  bonds  of  wedlock  and  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Malinda  Broceus,  a  native  of  Michigan. 
Immediately  following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Rough 
took  his  wife  to  the  old  homestead,  which  has 
since  been  brightened  by  the  presenceof  six  merry 
and  intelligent  children,  four  daughters  and  two 
sons.  The  eldest-born  was  Nettie,  who  grew  up  a 
winsome  young  girl  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Arney,  a  prosperous  citizen  of  Pleasant,  Ind.; 
Fannie  A.,  the  second  daughter,  is  yet  at  home;  Ida 
E.  is  also  with  her  parents;  Emory  J.,  Ehner  E. 
(twins)  and  Mertie  M.  complete  the  list  of  sisters 
and  brothers  who  will  each  and  alt  have  ample 
opportunity  to  fit  themselves  well  for  the  battle 
of  life. 

In  political  aflUiation  Mr.  Rough  is  a  stalwart 
Republican  and  an  able  advocate  of  the  principles 
and  platform  of  the  party.  In  1879,  he  was 
elected  County  Treasurer,  and  for  four  years 
efficiently  discharged  the  duties  of  the  responsible 
oftice.  Our  subject  was  the  candidate  of  his  party 
for  Representative  in  1890,  but  was  defeated.  He 
was  elected  Township  Supervisor  in  1893,  and  was 
the  second  Republican  ever  elected  in  the  town- 
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ship,  there  being  a  majority  of  forty-five  Demo- 
crats within  its  limits.  Mr.  Rough  is  traternally  a 
valued  raeraher  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons  and  belongs  to  Niles  Comniandery  No. 
12,  Ileisalso  pioniinently  connected  with  Berrien 
County  Lodge  No.  6,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  UniU;d  Workmen,  having 
many  friends  in  these  societies.  The  fine  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  owned  by  our  sub- 
ject is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  hand- 
somely improved  with  an  attractive  icsidenoe, 
commodious  barns  and  other  buildings.  A  vine- 
yard of  six  acres  and  an  orchard  with  a  choice 
variety  of  fruit  are  also  special  features  of  the  pro- 
ductive liomcatcad.  Our  subject,  his  cstimahle 
wife  and  their  family  occupy  a  high  social  position 
and  are  important  factors  in  the  benevolent  en- 
terprises of  their  locality. 


JOHN  D.  GRHENAMYER,  M.  IX,  a  resident 
of  Niles  since  1876,  the  subject  of  tliis  bio- 
graphical i-eview,  has  gained  a  position 
among  the  foremost  practitioners  of  the 
city.  Throughout  the  entire  county  of  Berrien 
he  is  regarded  as  a  physician  unsurpassed  in  tlie 
diagnosis  of  cases  and  knowledge  of  specific  rem- 
edies to  be  applied  in  the  treatment  of  disease?. 
Not  only  is  lie  thoiough  in  examination  and  ac- 
curate in  judgment,  but  in  addition  thereto  he  is 
a  genial  companion,  pleasant  conversationalist 
and  considerate  friend,  so  that  he  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence of  his  patients  to  an  unusual  degree. 

The  early  home  of  tlie  Doctor  was  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Berlin  Centre,  Mahoning  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  16th  of  October, 
1846.  He  is  descended  from  sturdy  and  worthy 
ancestors,  who  emigrated  from  Hanover,  Germany, 
to  the  United  States  in  170),  and  thencefortli 
were  identified  with  the  growth  of  this  country. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jacob  Greena- 
inyer,  was  born  in  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  removed 
thence  to  Ohio,  wlierc  the  closing  years  of  his  life 
were   passed,     in   Columbiana  County,  Otiio,  on 


the  3d  of  April,  1816,  was  born  Benjamin  Greena- 
rayer,  the  father  of  our  subject.  Early  in  life  he 
became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  an  agricultur- 
ist, and  upon  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  he 
chose  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  which  he  follows 
at  the  present  time. 

Tracing  the  Doctor's  ancestry  on  the  maternal 
side,  we  find  that  he  is  of  German  descent.  His 
niotlier  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza  Snook,  and 
was  born  in  Columbiana  County,  Oliio.  August  10, 
1824.  Her  father,  John  Snook,  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Md.,  in  1798,  and  her  grand- 
father, whose  name  w.is  also  John  Snook,  was 
born  iu  1761.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  the 
Buckeye  Stale,  and  after  completing  a  common- 
school  education  in  liis  native  village,  he  entered 
the  academy  at  Salem,  Ohio,  from  which  lie  was 
graduated  in  1868.  He  then  taught  school  for  a 
short  time,  after  which  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  under  Dr.  William  Lyon,  a  i-esident 
physician  of  Salom,  Ohio.  Subsequently,  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  tlie  State  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1871. 

Opening  an  olllce  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Three  tlaks,  Mich,,  the  Doctor  soon 
found  hiniBcIf  in  jKissession  of  a  good  practice. 
which  increased  steadily  during  the  live  years  he 
remained  at  that  place.  Thence  he  removed  to 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  there  filled  the  position  of 
surgeon  for  the  Pittsburg,  Ft,  Wayne  &  Chicago 
Railway  Comimny  for  two  years.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  Salem,  Ohio,  and  took  charge  of  Ihe 
practice  of  l>r.  J,  L.  Firestone,  during  that  gen- 
tleman's absence  in  Kuro|je.  In  1876  lie  came  to 
Niles,  wlierc  he  has  since  conducted  a  profitable 
practice,  and  was  also  for  a  time  engaged  in  the 
drug  business. 

The  Doctor  fli-st  married  Miss  Mary  Moore,  of 
Three  Oaks,  Midi.,  who  died  three  months  after 
marriage.  Afterward  lie  was  united  in  mairi.Tgc 
with  Miss  Alice  A.  Powers,  an  estimable  lady,  who 
is  highly  regarded  in  the  social  circles  of  Niles, 
Dr.  Greenamyer  is  identified  with  St.  Joseph  Val.. 
ley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  In  his  religious 
belief    he    worships    with    the    Blethodists,   hus 
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served  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-seliool  for 
the  past  twelve  years,  and  has  also  filled  the  posi- 
tions of  Steward  and  Trustee  of  the  chui'cii.  His 
wife  is  also  identified  with  tliat  deuominntion, 
and  is  an  earnest  worker  in  behalf  of  all  religious 
enterprises,  Tlie  Doctor  has  served  as  Supervisor 
of  Three  Oaks,  and  was  for  seven  years  a  member 
of  the  School  Board,  being  its  President  for  one 
year,  iind  Director  four  years. 


'*'  EVlSHI-yrTERLY,.-!  successful  farmer  and 
I  ^.  extensive  stock- i-aiser,  foi-tliirty-seven  con- 
/IL^i  tinuous  years  a  constant  resident  of  his 
valuable  homestead  located  on  section  16,  lier- 
Irand  Townshi|i,  IJerrion  County,  Mich.,  has  re- 
ccnliy  rented  his  farm  and  has  for  a  time  released 
himself  from  the  daily  round  he  has  unweariedly 
pursued  throughout  tlic  t-hanglngseasons  since  his 
early  youth.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  spent  only  a  few  brief  years  in  .luniala 
County,  where  he  was  born  July  ir>,  1849,  Ilis 
parents.  Benjamin  and  Catherine  (Frain)  Shetter- 
ly,  were  both  reared  within  the  Quaker  State.  The 
father  was  a  man  of  substance,  and  owned  a  saw- 
mill and  eleven  hundred  .acres  of  land,  which  he 
disposed  of  for  112,000,  and  with  this  money  came 
to  Michigan  in  1856.  He  located  in  Bertrand 
Township,  and  puj-chased  thi-ee  hundred  .acres  of 
land  where  our  subject  now  resides.  The  ancestry 
of  the  father  and  mother  was  <^erman.  The 
mother,  like  her  husband,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  there  began  her  married  life.  Tn  1856 
she  (ame  to  the  now  homo  in  the  West,  and  passed 
away  at  fifty-nine  years  of  age,  in  Berrien  County. 
The  father  was  sixty-four  years  old  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  well  known  in  llie  county, 
and  w.as  an  honest  and  thoroughly  upright  and  in- 
dustrious man.  Benjamin  and  Catlicrine  Shetter- 
ly  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  seven 
daughters  and  four  sons,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
adult  age.  Our  subject,  the  youngest  son  and 
tenth  child,  was  six  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
Berrien  County,  Mich.     He  attended    the  district 


schools  of  the  home  neigliborliood  during  his 
childhood  and  early  youth,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  their  death.  April  19,  1881,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  C.  Reum,  a  na- 
tive of  Cass  County  Mich  Mrs  Shetterly  sur- 
vived hei  ma  age  but  few  yea  -s  and  passed 
away  deeply  m  ed  b        1  cle    f  life-time 

friends,  July  9  1886  Sh  lad  cl  Id  en.  Mr. 
Shetterly  I  a  a  1  hie  f  m  of  ne  1  ndred  and 
fifty  acres  11  of  t  w  tl  th  exc  pt  n  of  thirty 
acres  of  wo  dian  I  be  n  nde  c  It  at  on.  The 
homestead  up  o  1  w  1  om  od  ous  and  sub- 
stantia! b  H  n  a  n  e  nt  dwell  ng,  good 
barns  and  outbuildings. 

Growing  up  from  childhood  among  the  scenes 
incidental  to  a  new  and  rapidly  advancing  coun- 
try, Mr,  Shetterly  has  been  associated  with  the 
growth  and  local  improvement  of  Berrien  County, 
and,  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  of  character,  ex- 
cellent judgment  and  withal  a  libeial-spiiited  citi- 
zen, enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  en- 
tire community  among  whom  he  has  passed  so 
many  busy  years.  Our  subject  is  in  no  sense  of 
the  word  a  politician,  but  he  has  evei  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  management  of  both  local  and 
national  affaii-s.  He  alliliates  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  and 
platform  advocated  by  Thomas  .lefferson.  Lead- 
ing a  life  free  from  ostentation,  Mr.  Shetterly  lias 
faithfully  done  his  duty  as  a  bread-winner  and 
true  Ameriean  citizen. 


Ip^ODERICK  L.  VAN  NESS,  late  of  Howard 
Lj*'  Township,  Cass  County,  but  now  deceased, 
iiim  was  born  in  this  township  and  county  on 
^^  the  4th  of  August,  1 84  5.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Anietta  (I.ee)  Van  Ness,  the  former 
a  native  of  Now  York,  Roderick  was  the  eldest 
of  six  children  and  was  reared  in  his  native  town- 
ship, where  he  obtained  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
lion  in  a  neighboring  "temple  of  learning,"  which 
was  none  other  than    a    log    schoolliouso.     Upon 
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cboosing  an  occupation,  he  selected  that  to  which 
he  had  been  reared,  and  throughout  his  entire  life 
following  farming  piirsiuta. 

Prominent  in  the  Republican  party,  Mr,  Van 
Ness  was  in  1879  electedTreasurerof  CassCounty 
on  that  ticket,  and  soon  afterward  removed  to 
Cassopolis.  In  1883, at  tbe  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office,  he  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death.  In  1876  he  married  Miss  Julia 
E.  Gard,  who  was  born  in  Volinia  Township,  Cass 
County,  on  the  18tb  of  September,  1852.  For 
further  particulars  in  regard  to  her  family  history 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  her  father, 
I.  N.  Gard,  which  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
volume.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Jonathan  Gard, 
was  boin  in  New  Jersey  in  1799,  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1828,  locating,  in  Cass  County.  His 
father,  Joshua  Gard,  was  born  in  Morris  County, 
N.  J.,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1774.  The  mother 
of  Mrs,  Van  Ness  was  in  maidenhood  Nancj  '^haw 
and  was  born  in  Ohio,  whence  in  her  childhood 
she  removed  to  Michigan  in  com|)any  with  het 
father,  Richard  Shaw,  the  latter  being  anearlyset 
tier  of  Cass  County. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Van  Ness  were  mariied  in 
Cass  County,  and  of  the  union  there  were  born 
three  daughters  and  one  son,  Julia  E.  being  the 
eldest  in  the  number.  She  was  reared  in  \  olmia 
Township,  and  after  completing  her  education, 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a  peri()d  of  five 
years.  Of  her  marriage  there  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Newton  G.  and  Arietta.  She  is  a  lady  of 
culture,  possessing  an  amiable  disposition  and  gen- 
ial manners.  She  has  also  traveled  througli  vari- 
ous States  of  the  country,  and  on  her  wedding 
tour  wont  to  the  Philadelphia  Centennial,  ller 
business  abilities  are  above  the  average,  and  she 
manages  the  estate  left  by  her  husband  with  good 
judgment  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prove  re- 
munerative. Her  residence  is  comfortable,  and  all 
the  home  surroundings  prove  that  the  inmates  are 
people  of  refined  tastes.  The  farm  consiste  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  from  the  rental  of 
which  Mrs.  Van  Ness  derives  a  good  income. 

In  his  social  connections,  Mr.  Van  Ness  was 
identified  with  the  Indeiiendent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United   Work- 


men, and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Grange,  with 
which  lie  was  closely  connected  from  the  date  of 
its  organization  until  the  time  of  his  death.  }Ie 
was  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the 
Encampment  and  was  a  charter  member  of  Cassop- 
olis Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  was  known  and  hon- 
ored throughout  the  county,  and  no  one  in  the 
entire  county  stood  higher  in  the  estimation  of  his 
fellow-citizens  than  did  Roderick  Van  Ness.  When 
he  died,  November  12,  1889,  it  was  felt  that  the 
community  as  well  as  the  immediate  relatives  had 
sustained  an  iri-eparahte  loss,  and  the  family  re- 
ceived many  tokens  of  sympathy  from  neighbors 
and  friends. 


\ll^   ON     lOIIN  M  GLAVIN,  a  prominent  horti- 

Ifjil  cultuiist  and  able  civil  engineer,  located 
a^K^    upon  his  valuable  homestead    adjacent  to 

[^  New  Huff-ilo  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  built 
tlie  first  division  of  the  Chicago  A  West  Michi- 
gan Railroad  md  the  narrow  gauge  to  Berrien 
Spiings  Oursubject  has  held  many  important  posi- 
tions of  otHcial  ti  ust  and  is  widely  known  as  a  man 
of  business  abilit>  and  extended  experience.  Mr. 
Glavin  was  born  in  the  County  of  Limerick,  Ire- 
land, Mareh  26,  1833.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  honest,  hard-working  ancestry.  The  father 
and  mother,  Edmund  and  Hanora  (O'Keefe) 
Glavin,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  country  of 
their  nativity.  The  father,  by  occupation  a  farmer, 
died  when  John  M.  was  bnt  seven  years  of  age. 
The  mother  survived  many  years,  living  to  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-seven.  Our  subject,  the 
seventh  in  a  large  family  of  twelve  children,  re- 
mained in  Ireland  until  he  was  nineteen  yearsold. 
Educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  land, 
he  grew  up  a  manly,  ambitious  lad,  full  of  energy 
and  hope  for  the  future.  His  mother  wasa  woman 
of  strong  character  and  realized  the  necessity  of 
fitting  her  children  well  for  the  battle  of  life.  She 
therefore  gave  to  each  of  her  sons  and  daughters 
every  possible  advantage  for  instruction. 
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When  our  suliject  was  about  sixteen  jeara  of 
age  lie  went  to  Dublin,  and  for  tliree  years  and 
a-half  devoted  liis  time  entirely  to  tlie  study  of 
matliernaties  and  civil  engineering',  and  liaving 
with  lionor  completed  a  tliorougli  course  of  in- 
struction, with  tlie  approval  of  liis  motlior  decided 
to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  UnitedStates.  Bidding 
adieu  to  his  family  and  friends  of  childhood,  Mr. 
Glavin  embarked  for  America  and, safely  landing 
upon  our  hospitable  shores,  soon  found  his  way  to 
the  Western  metropolis,  Chicago.  In  this  latter 
city  he  i-emained  one  year  and  was  during  the 
twelve  months  connected  with  the  Western  Tahlet, 
a  Catliolic  paper  edited  by  .lames  and  John  F.  Val- 
entine. His  next  employment  was  as  Assistant 
Civil  Engineer  for  the  Lake  Shore  ft,  Michigan 
Soutliern  Railroad  Company  on  the  Air  Line  from 
Coshen,  Ind.,  to  I.igonier.  He  worked  forthecor- 
poration  during  1852,  and  later  filled  the  same 
t>osition  with  the  Detroit  k  Milwaukee  Kaili-oad, 
now  the  Detroit,  Grand  Haven  &  Milwaukee.  In 
the  year  1856,  Mr.  Glavin  purchased  land  in 
Chikaming  Township,  and  began  farming  in  Ber- 
rien County,  from  the  flrstacliieving  success  in  the 
pursuit  of  agricultural  duties. 

In  1864,  our  subject  removed  to  his  present  lo- 
cality, where  he  Iwught  the  one  hundred  aere 
homestead  he  now  owns,  and  which  is  pleasantlj' 
located  thi-ee  miles  northeast  of  New  Buffalo. 
Twenty  acres  of  the  highly  improved  and  valuable 
farm  are  devoted  to  the  exclusive  culture  of  ber- 
ries, and  aside  from  fruit  the  bi-oad  acres  yield  an- 
nually an  abundant  harvest  of  golden  grain.  In 
1856,  John  M.  Glavin  and  Miss  Ellen  Kcanlon 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Glavin,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  pai'- 
ents  when  about  three  years  of  age.  Iler  father 
was  a  railroad  contractor  and  a  man  of  position 
and  influence,  A  goodly  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren l>le=sed  the  home  of  our  subject  and  bis  esti- 
mable wife.  Mary,  the  oldest,  married  E.  H.  Me- 
Carten;  Clara,  Lillie  and  Alice  are  deceased;  Ella, 
the  wife  of  J,  G.  Straclian,  resides  near  Chicago; 
Emma  is  the  widow  of  E!  T,  Jacobus;  Eva  is  a 
(School  teacher;  John,  Grace,  Thomas,  Morris  (de- 
ceased), and  Frederick  complete  the  list.  Mrs. 
Glavin  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic  ChuVcli. 


The  sons  and  daughters,  enjoying  excel  lent  educa- 
tional opportunities,  are  all  occupying  positions  of 
usefulness  and  are  worthy  and  influential  young 
men  and  women. 

Our  subject  is  politically  a  Republican  and  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Fremont  many  years  ago.  Mr. 
Glavin  has  always  been  active  in  politics,  and. 
highly  esteemed  while  in  Chikaming  Township, 
was  elected  to  the  oftiee  of  Supervisor.  In  1867, 
after  making  his  home  in  New  Buffalo  Township, 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  as  Rcpre- 
scntotive  by  the  largest  vote  ever  given  a  candi- 
date iu  said  district.  In  1876,  he  waseiected  Coun- 
ty Surveyor,  holding  the  position  for  six  con- 
secutive years.  Our  subject  was  also  Constructing 
Engineer  on  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan  Railroad 
in  the  years  1867  and  1868,  Continuously  occu- 
pying public,  official  and  business  positions,  the 
career  of  Mr,  Glavin  as  an  executive  officer  and 
business  man  has  been  distinguished  by  thorough 
efficiency  in  the  mannerand  methods  of  work, sup- 
plemented by  good  judgment  and  integrity  of 
character.  As  a  legislator  he  was  a  member  of 
important  committees,  and  ever  did  full  justice  to 
the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In  tlie  township 
offices  he  materially  aided  in  the  advancement  of 
local  interests,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  no  other  citizen 
of  Berrien  County  can  show  a  more  faithful  record 
of  work  accomplished  in  thiity-five  years  of  citi- 
zenship. 


^^  HARl.ES  A.  THATCHER,  residing  on  sec- 
fl(^_  tion  35,  Jefferson  Township,  Cass  County, 
^^J/J  Mich,,  is  an  energetic  and  enterprising  agri- 
culturist and  essentially  self  made,  having  from 
his  early  boyhood  engaged  in  the  labor  of  life  and 
unaided  won  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  use- 
fulness and  influence.  Mr.  Thatcher  was  bom  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  August  22,  1853.  He 
was  the  son  of  Alex  and  Mai-garet  (Blytho)  That- 
ehei-.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Enoch  Tllatl^her, 
was  a  native  of  Delaware,  but  became  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  New  York.  He  was  a  eoui-agcous 
man  and  Iwavely  served  in  the  War  of  1812.     His 
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wife  was  Sarah  Mullen,  wlio  bore  liim  one  cliilcl. 
Gvaiirtffttbev  Tliatcber  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a  man  of  ability 
and  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  passing  away  in  New 
York.  The  Thatchers  were  of  German  ancestry. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Tompkins  County  and  was  trained 
in  agricultural  dnties  in  the  Enipirt'  State.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  a  Whig.  He  died  before  the  Civil- 
War.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Kyisco- 
pal  Church,  and,  a  man  of  st^rlinf;  integrity,  was 
respected  by  all  who  knew  Lim. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  until  1863. 
She  reared  seven  children:  Ann;  Bbenezer,  of 
-  New  York  City;  George,  who  enlisted  in  Compan j 
A,  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  New  York  Infantrj 
and  received  a  wound  at  Spottsylvania,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  afterward  died;  Ezra  G.,  wlio 
also  served  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  New  York  Infantry, and  now  resides  in  Au 
rora,  111.;  Susan  Gress,  of  Ithaca;  Enoch,  of  New 
York;  John,  of  Wayne  County,N.  Y.;  and  Charles 
A.,  our  subject.  The  mother  of  these  sons  and 
daughters  was  a  native  of  Tompkins  County,  N. 
Y.,  but  the  maternal  grandparents  were  of  Irish 
birth.  Both  of  the  parents  of  our  subject  were 
active  in  churcli  matters.  Mr.  Thatcher  passed 
the  very  early  days  of  boyhood  upon  Jiis  father's 
farm,  but  had  only  very  limited  opportunities  for 
an  education.  At  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began 
the  struggle  for  daily  existence  and  self  support. 
He  worked  by  the  day  and  month  at  farming,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  has  devoted  his 
entire  life  to  agricultural  toil.  In  the  winter,  in 
January,  1877,  he  came  to  Cass  County,  and  in 
April,  1885,  located  on  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  which  have  since  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  by  his  patient  and  indusU-ious 
care. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  February 
21,  1884,  with  Miss  Lydia  A.  Hanson, a  native 
of  Jefferaon  Township  and  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Crawford)  Hanson,  widely  known 
and  highly  respected  residents  of  Cass  County. 
Four  children  have  blessed  the  pleasant  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thatcher,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: William  C,  George  B.,  Mary  E.  and  Margaret 
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B.  Financially,  our  subject  has  achieved  success. 
In  1891  he  purchased  his  valuable  homestead, 
which  annually  yields  an  excellent  harvest,  and 
through  his  own  efforts  has  gained  an  enviable 
position  in  life.  In  political  affiliation  a  strong 
Democrat,  he  is  deeply  interested  in  local  and  na- 
tional issues,  and,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  is  ever 
ready  to  aid  in  all  matters  pertiiining  to  the  mu- 
tual welfare  of  the  community. 


-~=^m>-M 


flrN^HILIP    I  INCH       The  following  is  a  brief 

I  Jll  sketch  t  the  caieer  of  Mr.  Lynch,  a  man 
*yi;^     whose  present  substantial  position  in  life 

,^  h  IS  been  leaclied  entirely  through  his  own 
peise^f  rante  and  the  facts  connected  with  his 
operations  ind  then  lesults  only  sliow  what  a 
pel  son  with  tfuiagi,  and  enlightened  views  can 
accomplish  He  lanks  among  the  well-known  men 
of  foreign  birth  in  Berrien  County,  and, gifted  alike 
with  energy,  enterprise  and  uprightness,  he  crossed 
the  ocean  to  make  for  himself  a  home  in  tlLe"!and 
of  the  free."  For  the  success  which  has  attended 
his  efforts  he  deserves  much  commendation. 

Mr.  Lynch  was  born  in  County  Meatli,  Ireland, 
in  1829,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  The  prom- 
ises held  out  by  the  New  Worid  were  enticing  in 
the  exti-eme,  and  in  1849  Mr.  Lynch,  with  his  sis- 
ter Annie,  crossed  the  ocean  to  this  continent. 
They  lande<I  in  New  York,  but  took  passage  from 
there,  via  the  Lakes,  to  Chicago,  where  they  re- 
mained but  a  short  time,  and  in  the  same  year  lo- 
cated in  Berrien  County.  Our  subject  engaged 
to  work  with  James  Caldwell,  Sr.,  later  with  Jolin 
D,  Bury,  Sr.,  and  with  the  money  thus  earned 
bought  land  from  the  Government.  This  was  the 
same  year  he  located  in  the  county,  and  from  that 
time  on  he  was  actively  engaged  in  clearing  and 
improving  his  farm.  Although  it  took  many  years 
of  hard  labor  to  clear  the  farm  of  the  heavy  tim- 
ber with  which  it  was  covered,  Mr.  Lynch  never 
became  discouraged  and  managed  his  place  with 
excellent  judgment  and  ability. 

In    the  year   1857,  when   twenty-eight  years  of 
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age,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Carroll,  wlio  W!»s 
also  a  native  of  the  green  isle  of  Erin,  and  a  larty 
of  culture  and  refinement.  After  marriage  they 
located  on  the  farm  op|K>site  their  present  resi- 
dence and  thei'e  remained  for  some  time.  To  the 
original  traet  land  lias  been  added  from  time  to 
time,  until  Mr,  Lyncli  is  now  the  owner  of  one 
hnndred  and  sixty  acres.  He  is  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  fruit-growing  and  annually  ships  ber- 
ries of  every  description.  In  connectipn  he  is  also 
engaged  in  farming,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
prominent  agriculturists  of  that  section,  all  his 
farming  operations  being  conducted  in  a  manner 
showing  his  good  judgment  and  sense. 

Tlie  marriage  of  Mr.  Lynch  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Ellen,  wife  of  John 
Hoar;  Annie,  wife  of  John  D.  Bury,  Benton  Town- 
ship; Mary,  wife  of  Ramnel  King,  of  this  county; 
Rosa,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Philip,  James,  Katie, 
Margaret  and  Thomas.  The  last  five  make  their 
home  with  their  parents.  All  have  had  good  edu- 
cational advantages  in  the  common  schools  and  arc 
bright  and  intelligent  young  people.  The  Demo- 
cratic ijarty  has  ever  received  Mr,  Lynch's  vote, 
and  he  has  ever  been  interested  in  political  matr 
tcrs.  He  and  his  family  hold  membership  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mrs.  Lynch  wasa  daugh- 
ter of  Owen  Carroll,  and  came  to  America  with 
her  brotiier  Jumes,  who  is  now  residing  in  Hagar 
Township.  Mr.  Lynch  has  ever  been  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  he  and  his  wife  support  all 
worthy  enterprises. 


1  ULLIVAN  H.  MOUSE,  a  prominent  farmer 
'     of  Cass  County,  and  an    early    settler   of 


)  Calvin  Township,  ' 


r  Readi: 


^^  Vt.,  January  19,  1814,  and  was  next  to  the 

youngest  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to 
Asa  and  Anna  (Bowman)  Morse.  His  father  was 
the  third  in  order  of  birth  among  six  children 
comprising  the  family  of  Samuel  Morse,  and  was 
born  at  Holden,  Vt.,  October  19, 1772.     The  Morse 


family  was  first  represented  in  America  by  three 
brothers,  who  emigrated  from  England  in  Colonial 
times,  one  of  whom  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  one 
in  Connecticut  and  the  thii-d  m  Massachusetts. 
From  these  brothers  sprang  the  innumerable  rep- 
resentatives of  the  family  now  in  the  United 
States.  Aside  from  these  brief  fael«,  however,  the 
writer  has  but  little  information  upon  which  to 
base  the  early  family  history. 

Asa  Morse,  father  of  our  subject,  married  when 
he  was  scai-eely  eighteen  years  of  age,  his  bride 
being  Miss  Anna  Bowman,  who  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont (presumably  near  Holden)  December  16, 
1774,  and  was  but  little  more  than  sixteen  when 
she  married.  The  information  relative  to  her 
family  is  very  limited.  They  were  of  English 
extraction  and  an  old  New  England  family.  In 
the  early  part  of  1816  Asa  Morse,  with  his  family, 
which  then  consisted  of  his  wife  and  ten  children, 
left  Vermont  and  settled  near  Et.  Ann,  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a  man  of 
very  limited  means  and  of  a  roving  disposition. 
At  one  time  we  find  him  with  his  family  at  Ft. 
Edwards,  later  near  Saratoga  Springs,  and  after- 
ward in  central  New  York,  where  he  died  in  1832 
His  wife,  who  died  January  18,  1866,  was  a  noble 
Christian  woman  and  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  One  of  the  brothers  of  Asa 
above  mentioned,  tradition  tells  us,  was  possessed 
with  witchcraft  and  for  years  was  the  terror  of 
the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he  lived. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  as 
follows:  Asa,  Jr.,  was  bom  November  23,  1792, 
married  there,  became  the  father  of  two  children 
(one  of  whom  is  living  in  Vermont  and  the  other 
in  Wisconsin),  and  after  passing  his  entire  life  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  there  died.  Nathan, 
who  was  born  May  5,  1794,  came  West,  settling  in 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  he  died  about  1873. 
He  had  a  family  of  four  daughters  and  one  son. 
Betsy  L.,  who  was  born  June  10,  1796,  died  when 
a  young  lady.  Enos  B.,  who  was  born  August  22, 
1798,  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  died,  leaving 
three  children.  Nancy  A.,  who  was  born  February 
7,  1801,  married  a  man  named  Jackson  and  died 
leaving  one  daughter.  Arathusa,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred   May    21,  1804,    married    Almon    Carr,  of 
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i  was  tlie  iiioIIict  of  twelve  cbil- 
(Ii-eii,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Her  eldest  son, 
E.  T.  Carr,  is  a  prominent  architect  at  Tofjeka, 
Kan.,  and  made  the  plans  for  the  Stale  Capitol  at 
that  place.  Emeline  R.,  who  was  born  May  5, 
1806,  marrieii  Dr.  Thompson,  son  of  the  founder 
of  the  Thorn psonian  Institnte.  She  died  leaving 
two  children.  Erastus  Z.,  who  was  born  July  27, 
1809,  came  to  Michigan  and  died  in  Union,  leav- 
ing two  childi-en.  Sidney  L.,  whose  birth  occurred 
May  9,  1812,  waa  of  a  roving  disposition,  and  at 
his  death  left  one  child.  Sullivan  H.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  January  19,1814.  Hor- 
ace H.,  born  May  17,  1816,  was  a  prominent  mer- 
chant in  New  York  State,  and  died  there,  leaving 
one  child. 

Of  this  large  family  all  have  gone  to  their  final 
reward  except  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his 
sister  Arathusa.  lie  had  but  limited  advantages 
for  acquiring  an  education  in  his  boyliood  days. 
His  father,  as  stated  above,  was  a  man  of  roving 
disposition,  who  had  but  small  means,  and  in  fact 
thought  that  an  education  was  of  bnt  little  account. 
Sullivan,  however,  thought  differently  and  he  ran 
away  from  home,  barefoot,  to  go  to  school,  and  by 
making  good  use  of  his  time  obtained  a  good  edu- 
cation and  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  spellers 
in  his  part  of  the  country.  After  he  was  twenty- 
one,  having  saved  up  a  liltle  money,  he  hired  a 
private  teacher  to  instruct  him,  and  thus  his  edu- 
cation was  completed.  He  started  out  in  life  as  a 
car|)enter  and  joiner,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion most  of  the  time  for  forty  yeare 

November  10,  1839,  Mr.  Morse  married  Mary 
Ann  Steves,  the  eldest  of  four  daughters  of  Enoch 
and  Christina  (Pulver)  Steves,  who  were  of  Ger- 
man extraction.  By  this  marriage  was  born  a 
large  family  of  children:  Phcebe  Ann,  died  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1841.  Albert  Maning  married  Emma, 
daughter  of  J.  V.  Shepard,  and  they  have  three 
children;  he  makes  his  home  on  a  farm  in  Mason 
Township.  William  Evert  married  Flora  Woods, 
by  whom  he  is  the  father  of  four  children;  he  ia  a 
farmer  in  Jefferson  Township.  Charles  Henry 
married  Minerva  Strong  and  they  with  their  four 
sons  reside  on  a  farm  in  Cass  County.  Rollin  Eu- 
gene married  Louisa  Amsden  and    is  a  merchant 


at  Dowagiac.  Alvina  Florence  is  deceased.  Wat- 
son Wilford  died  March  2,  1858.  Harriet  Mehna 
married  Perry  Reams  and  lives  in  Wayne  Town- 
ship, Cass  County. 

In  1860  Mr.  Morse  came  to  Michigan  and  bought 
ft  part  of  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  He  has 
cleared  more  than  one  hundred  acres  with  his  own 
hands  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  f.irms  in  Calvin 
Township.  April  18,  1875.  his  wife  and  the 
mother  of  Jiis  children  died.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Marietta  Steveson,  on  the  10th  of 
October,  1877.  She  died  October  25,  1888,  leav- 
ing no  children.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Morse  has 
lived  practically  retired,  doing  little  more  than 
look  after  liis  extensive  interests.  He  has  spent 
considerable  time  in  travel  and  has  taken  several 
trips  East.  In  politics,  he  has  been  a  lifelong 
Democrat  and  has  held  some  of  the  offices  in  the 
township,  yet  has  never  aspired  to  office.  He  is 
now  {1893}  nearly  four-score  yeare  of  age,  hale 
and  hearty,  and  is  spendinghis  declining  years  in 
a  quiet  way  in  his  pleasant  home  surrounded  by 
the  comforts  of  life. 


'•^^l@#@l| 


llL  ARRY  H.  SHEDD,  a  prominent  general  ag- 
WjV:  riculturist  and  successful  stock-raiser  of 
1^^  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  pleasantly  lo- 
(^  cated  upon  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one  aci-es,  situated  about  three  miles  south- 
east of  the  thriving  village  of  Three  Oaks.  Ar- 
riving in  his  present  locality  a  bright,  ambitious 
boy  of  fourteen,  he  is  identified  with  the  early 
history  of  the  State,  and,  sharing  in  the  privations 
and  experiences  of  the  pioneer  days,  lias  for  about 
fifty-seven  yeai-s  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
upbuilding  and  progressive  interests  of  Berrion 
County.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  was  born  in  Onondaga  County  Janu- 
ary 1,  1822.  His  father,  Sylvester  Shedd,  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  emigrated  from  the  old 
Bay  SUate  to  New  York,  where  with  his  wife,  Sally 
(Smith  )  Shedd,  ho  made  his  home  for  some  time. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Shedd,  was  of 
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direct  English  descent  and  a  man  of  position  in 
New  England.  The  tnolhcf  of  our  subject,  like 
her  husband,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  was  a 
most  excellent  woman,  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
hei.  After  a  time  the  father  removed  with  his 
family  to  Ohio,  and  later  came,  in  1836,  to  Berrien 
County,  Mich. 

Entering  forty  acres  of  land  Sylvester  Shedd 
with  energy  began  the  cultivation  of  tlie  soil, and 
within  a  brief  period  purchased  sixty  additional 
acres,  thus  owning  in  the  old  homestead  one  hun- 
dred acres,  which  when  cleared  became  a  highly 
productive  tract  of  land.  After  a  thirty- years 
residence  tlie  father  died  August  13,  1866.  A  far- 
mer by  occupation,  he  served  with  fidelity  and 
courage  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  man  of 
upright  character,  earnest  and  sti-aightforward  in 
his  dealings.  The  mother  passed  away  in  Berrien 
County  November  14,  1875.  Both  parents  were 
membci-s  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  active 
in  the  extension  of  religious  influence.  The  home 
of  the  father  and  mother  was  blessed  witli  the 
presence  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  yet  surviving.  Harry  H.  was  the  fifth 
in  order  of  birtli  and  spent  his  early  days  of  boy- 
licod  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  tliere  receiving 
a  limited  education.  During  the  two  years  of  his 
residence  in  Ohio  lie  attended  school  ten  weeks, 
and  after  lie  came  to  Berrien  County  enjoyed  but 
fourteen  days  of  instruction.  Toiling  industri- 
ously until  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  he  remained 
with  his  parents  and  then  bought  his  time. 

At  first  our  subject  worked  out  by  the  month  on 
a  farm  during  the  summer  and  in  wmler  received 
employment  in  a  sawmill  and  hauled  lumber.  At 
the  end  of  a  twelvemonth  Harry  H.  and  a  brother 
bought  a  thresliing-macliine  and  ran  that  during 
the  threshing  season,  the  remainderof  the  time  de- 
voting themselves  to  tlie  pursuit  of  agriculture. 
Until  he  cleared  and  partially  improved  his  home- 
stead Mr.  Shedd  continued  to  operate  with  the 
thresher,  after  which  his  land  required  his  con- 
stant attention. 

In  1850  Harry  H.  Shedd  and  Miss  Maviett 
Thompson  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Shedd, 
like  her  husband,  was  a  native  of  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Charles  "T. 


and  Millison  (Belts)  Tliomiison.  The  estimable 
wife  of  our  subject  passed  to  her  rest  in  Berrien 
County,  March  9,  1888.  She  was  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Sylvester  and  Jennie,  and  gave  to 
her  family  devoted  care,  Mr.  Shedd  has  never 
been  troubled  with  jxjlitical  aspimtions,  but  he  is 
intelligently  interested  in  local  and  National  issues 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison. 
His  fine  farm,  well  adapted  to  grain  and  stock- 
raising,  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  county  and 
is  a  monument  to  the  self-reliant  efforts  of  a  man 
who  has  unaided  won  his  upward  way  (o  a  position 
of  usefulness  and  influence, and  who  to-day  com- 
mands the  high  esteem  of  all  his  fellow-towns- 
men. 


RVING  PADDOCK,  a  representative  general 
agriculturist  and  a  leading  citizen  of  New 
Buffalo  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich,,  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  Stale  and  was  born  March 
25,  1830,  in  Onondaga  County.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  James  and  Charlotte  (Tappen) 
Paddock,  well-known  and  influential  people  of 
that  locality.  The  father  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  April  18,  1806,  and  was  the  son  of  James 
Paddock,  Sr.,  whose  birthplace  was  also  in  New 
York,  and  who  served  bravely  as  a  militiaman  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  paternal  greatgrandfather 
was  a  soldier  of  tlie  Revolutionary  War.  He  was 
of  English  descent  and  bore  the  name  of  David. 
The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  from  New 
Y^ork  to  the  West  in  1836,  and  located  in  what  is 
now  Galena  Township,  then  Hudson,  La  Porte 
County,  Ind.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
survived  to  witness  the  changes  of  a  half-century 
in  the  settlement  of  Indiana.  The  mother,  also  a 
native  of  New  York,  was  born  in  1808.  She  died 
in  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  in  1872,  and  had  borne 
unto  her  husband  a  family  of  twelve  sons  and 
daughters,  of  whom  Irving  was  the  eldest.  He  was 
only  sis  j'Cars  of  age  when  with  his  parents  he 
journeyed  to  La  Porte  County. 

Reared  and  educated  in   the  common  scliools  of 
Hudson  Township,  Mr.  Paddock  arrived  at  man- 
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hood,  and  when  the  Civil  W.ar  broke  out  he  soon 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Government  and  pa- 
ti-iotiesilly  joined  Company  F,  Twenty-fifth  Miclii- 
gan  Infantry,  as  a  private.  Promoted  for  liis  gal- 
lant bearing  and  general  efficiency,  our  sulijecl 
was  made  Sergeant,  Second  Lieutenant,  First 
Lieutenant,  and  finally  became  Captain.  He 
served  until  June  24,  1865,  and  then  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  During  the  fight  at  Tebbs  Bend, 
between  Morgan  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Michigan, 
Mr.  Paddock  was  shot  througl  tl  e  I  |s  He  nas 
twice  wounded  at  Atlanta  Ca  and  was  &1  t 
through  the  right  arm,  between  tie  wrsl  a  1 
elbow.  Our  subject  acttven  t*  t  [Htel  n  tl  e 
Loudon  fight,  Kingston,  Tenn  an!  took  ji  t  n 
the  battles  of  Kenesaw  Mo  nt,  nnd  I  za  d 
Roost.  He  was  engaged  in  tl  e  a  d  f  o  R  ck} 
Face,  Ga.,  to  Atlanta,  and  WIS  le  fi  e  n  t  of 
the  time,  being  three  month  ak  ng  the  nc  1 
dred  miles.  When  Mr.  Padd  ck  was  fi  st  w  un  le  1 
he  was  taken  to  the  field  1  o  i  tal  fr  n  tl  e  e 
to  the  prisoners'  hospital  at  Ix>ui»villc,  and  was 
then  removed  to  Hospital  No.  12.  The  second 
time  he  was  wounded  he  was  carried  to  Hospital 
No.  3,  at  Nashville.  Our  subject  was  mustered 
out  of  service  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  June  24,  1865, 
and  was  sent  to  the  barracks  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  in 
July,  and  soon  returued  to  his  home  in  Berrien 
County,  to  which  he  had  removed  in  1860,  at  that 
time  locating  upon  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 

The  homestead  originally  contained  but  eighty 
acres,  five  of  which  had  been  cleared  of  timber, 
upon  which  clearing  was  the  sole  improvement — 
an  old  log  house.  Since  then  the  ti-act,  increased  to 
one  hundred  acres  and  highly  cultivated,  has  been 
turtlier  improved  by  an  attractive  dwelling  and 
substantial  barns.  The  farm,  pleasantly  located,  is 
midway  between  the  villages  of  Three  Oaks  and 
New  Buffalo,  and  is  three  and  a-half  miles  from 
eacli- 

Irving  Paddock  and  Miss  Esther  Ann  Ware 
were  united  in  marriage  in  New  Buffalo,  December 
25,  1859,  and  received  the  hearty  best  wishes  of 
many  friends.  Mrs.  Paddock  was  born  in  Mexico, 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  September  19,  1838.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Esther  (Goit)  Ware, 
who  were  natives  of   Vermont  and   accompanied 


tlieir  respective  parents  to  New  Vork  in  a  very 
early  day.  Spending  their  last  years  in  Amboy, 
they  both  passed  away  in  the  Em|iire  State.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  blessed 
by  tlic  birth  of  three  children,  but  one  of  whom 
now  survives:  Clarence,  residing  near  Springfield, 
Mo.;  Lottie  and  Albert  are  both  deceased.  Mr. 
Paddock  is  politically  a  Republican  and  has  lield 
by  able  service  the  official  position  of  Township 
Treasurer,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  in- 
volved has  given  satisfaction  to  his  fellow- towns- 
men Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
fo  W  infield  Scott  and  is  ever  interested  in  bolh 
local  and  national  issues.  His  excellent  wife  is  a 
V  lued  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 

s  a  t  ve  in  good  work,  Mr.  Paddock,  while  not  a 
p  nfe  sor  of  religion,  is  mindful  of  those  less  for- 
t     ite  than   iiiniself   and    is  known  as  a  liberal- 

I      ted  and  enterprising  citizen. 


-=^^@e-^-te-^S^i^ 


i  ffeASniNGTON  L  GRIFFITH.  As  a  vepre- 
\pJl/  ^iitiative  of  the  prosperous  and  entorpris- 
^^  ing  fanners  of  Cass  County  who  have 
contributed  to  the  growth  and  development  of 
this  section  of  the  State,  mention  should  lie  made 
of  Mr.  Grilflth,  who  conducts  farming  operations 
on  section  21,  of  Milton  Township.  A  native  of 
Indiana,  he  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  De- 
cember 22,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Caleb  B.  and 
Matilda  (Smith)  Griffith,  natives  of  Delaware.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Joshua  Griffith,  was  prolta- 
bly  born  in  Delaware  and  was  of  English  descent. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  George  Smith,  was  like- 
wise born  in  Delaware  and  traced  his  ancestry  to 
England. 

After  the  marriage  of  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
which  occurred  in  St.  Joseph  County,  lud.,  they 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Harris  Township,  but  soon 
afterward  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Milton 
Township,  Here  they  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, becoming  well  and  favorably  known  for 
their  integrity  and  kind,  noble  dispositions.  The 
father  died   in    1869;  the  mother  still  makes  her 
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lionie  in  tliia  townsliip.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  sons:  Cliarles  I!,,  Washington  I.,  Addison 
11.  nnd  George,  tlie  latter  dying  at  tlic  age  of  two 
years,  tlie  otiiers  (lying  in  infancy.  The  second  son 
is  titc  siibitHit  of  this  sketcli,  who  was  a  small  child 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Cass  County. 
Here  he  ;rajned  liis  education  and  grew  to  man- 
hood on  liis  father's  farm. 

October  1,  1868,  Mr.  Griffith  married  Josephine 
M,  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Cass  County,  June 
13,  1847,  being  the  daughter  of  Hiram  Kogei-s,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  When  about  two  years  of 
age  be  removed  with  his  parents  to  New  York, 
and  iu  an  early  day  came  to  JUicliigan,  being  one 
of  tbc  early  settlers  of  Cass  County.  He  is  still 
living  in  Milton  Township  upon  the  farm  he  en- 
tered from  tbe  Government  many  years  ago.  He 
lias  attained  to  tbe  advanced  age  of  ninety-two 
years,  and  as  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  few  surviv- 
ing pioneers  of  this  county  is  entitled  to  tbe  coii- 
sidei-ation  and  esteem  of  all  the  people.  His  fa- 
ther, Jabez  Rogers,  was  descended  from  English 
ancestors  and  served  in  the  licvolutionary  War. 

Mi's.  Grilfllb  is  one  of  thirteen  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers,  being  the  next  to  the  young- 
est of  the  family.  At  the  present  time  {1893)  two 
of  the  number  are  living.  The  mother  of  these 
ciiildren,  Lora  (Worden)  Rogers,  was  born  in  New 
York  and  was  of  English  descent.  Mi-s.  Griffith 
was  reared  in  Milton  Township  and  attended  the 
district  schools  as  well  as  the  Cassopolis  school. 
Four  children  were  born  of  her  marriage,  three 
of  whom  ai-e  deceased,  namely:  Maud  M.,  who 
died  when  twenty-one  years  of  age;  Caleb  C, 
who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  five  months,  and 
Lucy  E.,  wbo  was  called  hence  when  an  interest- 
ing child  of  fourteen  years.  The  only  surviving 
child  is  Florence  R. 

In  1869  Mr.  Griffith  settled  on  bis  present  farm, 
where  he  conducts  a  general  agricultural  and  stock- 
raising  business.  In  addition  to  this  property  he 
owns  an  interest  of  one  hundred  acres  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.  In  liis  political  belief  he  was  for 
many  yeai-s  a  stanch  adherent  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples, but  for  several  years  he  "has  adopted  the 
policy  of  voting  for  the  man  whom  he  deems  best 
qualified   for  the  [fositioii  desired,     lie  has  served 


as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  has  been  promi- 
nently connected  with  tlie  Farmers'  Alliance,  of 
which  he  was  tlie  first  Secretary  and  second  Presi- 
dent, and  is  now  their  agent.  Upright  in  chai-ac- 
ter  and  zealous  in  religious  matters,  he  is  one  of 
the  most  active  and  influential  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  now  Steward. 


«BiaTEPlIEN    A.    BOGUE.     Ail    his    life    Mi. 

'^^  Bogiie  has  followed  with  substantial  results 
11l/_J|)  the  occupation  to  which  be  was  reared,  and 
in  which  he  is  now  engaged,  farming.  He 
is  justly  recognized  as  one  of  tbe  leading  agricul- 
turists and  stock-raisers,  andasaman,noIess  than 
a  citizen,  he  is  highly  esteemed.  All  bis  life  he  has 
been  identilied  with  tbe  best  interests  of  Cass 
County,  and  his  intelligence,  enterprise  and  many 
other  estimable  qualities  have  acquired  for  him  a 
popularity  not  derived  from  any  factitious  cir- 
cumstances, but  a  spontaneous  and  permanent  trib- 
ute to  bis  merit. 

IJorn  in  Peon  Township,  Cass  County,  this  State, 
May  7,  1845.  Mr.  Bogue  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  all  his  life  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  its  length  and  breadth.  His 
parents,  Stephen  and  Hannah  (East)  Bogue,  were 
prominent  people  and  early  settlers  of  this  county. 
The  father  was  born  in  Perquimans  County,  N.  C, 
October  17,  1790,  and  died  on  the  farm  he  entered 
in  Cass  County, October  10,  1868.  Hefirstmoved 
from  his  native  State  to  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  purchased  land  and  cleared  a  farm,  re- 
maining on  the  same  until  1829,  when  be  came  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.  His  first  marriage  occurred 
in  Ohio.  He  came  North  because  he  did  not  be- 
lieve in  slavery,  and  while  living  in  Michigan  be 
assisted  many  negroes  to  escape  to  Canada.  Out- 
spoken and  candid  in  his  views,  Mr.  Bogue  was  a 
man  who  ever  dared  to  do  right.  At  one  time  lie 
was  sued  by  owners  of  slaves  for  assisting  the 
fugitive  slaves  in  obtaining  their  freedom,  but  he 
came  out  ahead. 
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His  second  marriage  was  to  Mri^.  Hannah  (East) 
Uonine  and  occuired  in  Uichnion^,  Ind.  After 
settling  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  he  laid  out  the 
site  for  the  town  of  Vandalia,  and  built  oneof  the 
first  gristmills  in  the  county.  This  he  operated 
for  about  twenty  yeai-s,  but  in  addition  was  also 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  second  v 
was  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  born  in  Graj-- 
son  County  in  1798,  and  the  daughter  of  Willis 
and  Rachel  (Talbert)  East,  the  former  a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania. 
and  Mrs.  Kast  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  about 
1835,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
Mrs.  Bogue  passed  away  on  the  19th  of  December, 
1891.  Mr.  Bogue  was  the  sou  of  Joseph  Bogue, 
who  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  where  he 
died.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  was  also 
interested  in  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  at  one 
lime  over  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Stephen  A.  liogue,  the  youngest  child  born  to 
his  father's  second  marriage,  i-eceivcd  his  early  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  district  schools,  after 
which  he  attended  the  academy  at  Adrian,  Mich. 
On  the  20th  of  November,  1867,  he  married  Miss 
Dora  E.  Dalton,  of  Adrian,  Mich.  She  was  born 
August  9,  1846,  and  is  the  daugliter  of  James  and 
Mary  (Lewis)  Dalton.  After  marriage  Mr.  Bogue 
began  farming,  and  continued  this  occupation  un- 
til 1877,  when  he  moved  to  Florida  and  embarked 
in  the  orange  and  vegetable  business  for  about 
five  years.  Returning  to  Michigan,  ho  resided  in 
Vandalia  for  two  years,  and  then  moved  on  liis 
present  farm,  where  he  has  since  resiiled. 

Our  subject  has  filled  a  number  of  the  local  of- 
fices—Township Supervisor,  Road  Commissioner, 
etc. — and  was  an  able  and  efficient  officer.  Socially, 
he  is  a  Good -Templar  and  is  Worthy  Master  of 
the  lodge,  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  local 
Grange,  of  which  he  was  Master  several  terms.  A 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Gi-ant.  Both  he 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Friends'  Church  and 
his  ancestors  were  members  of  that  church  for 
munj-  years.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  com- 
fortable and  pleasant  rural  home  three  miles  east 
of  Cassopolis,  with  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  excellent  farming   land,     Three  children   were 


born  to  tbeir  marriage:  Walter  Marion,  Mary 
Belle,  and  Hannah  S.,  who  was  born  in  Florida.  All 
are  still  under  the  parental  roof  and  the  two  ehlest 
graduated  from  the  High  School  of  Cassopolis. 
The  daughter  Belle  has  taken  a  thorough  course  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music  at  Earlham  College 
at  Richmond,  Ind. 


Ml  lilLLIAM  GREEN.  The  Buckeye  State  has 
\isJl/  furnished  to  this  couuty  many  represon- 
^^  tative  citizens,  and  among  them  might 
be  mentioned  William  Green,  who  has  resided 
here  for  many  years.  In  everything  connected 
with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  county  he 
has  taken  an  active  interest,  and  as  a  merchant  he 
has  had  a  very  successful  career.  Born  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  April  20,  1830.  he  is  the  son  of 
Jesse  and  Charity  (Cook)  Green.  Jesse  Green  was 
born  in  Georgia  in  1790,  and  when  fifteen  years 
of  age  moved  to  Ohio  with  his  mother,  who  wished 
to  live  iu  an  anti-slave  State.  He  was  the  son  of 
Jesse  Green,  Sr,,  who  was  a  native  of  rhiladel|jhia. 
Jesse  Green,  Jr.,  was  married  in  his  native  State, 
and  emigrated  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  1836, dy- 
ing there  about  1850.  He  was  at  one  time  a  mer- 
cliant,  but  after  settling  in  the  State  of  Michigan 
he  engaged  as  an  agriculturist. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  thirty  miles  from  Charleston,  and  died 
in  Cass  County,  Mich,,  about  1859.  Seven  sons 
and  five  daughters  were  born  of  her  marriage,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  being  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth.  The  latter,  since  six  years  of  age,  has  been 
a  resident  of  Cass  County,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  On  the  30th  of  April, 
1853,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Almira  Wright,ttna- 
tive  of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  one  child.  Frank 
Leslie,  has  blessed  this  union. 

Agricultural  puisuits  occupied  the  attention  of 
our  subject  for  the  most  part  until  1871,  when  he 
moved  to  Vandalia,  and  engaged  in  merchandising. 
The  energy  he  has  dispbjyed  in  the  management 
of  this  business,  and  the  pi-osperous  appearance  of 
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liis  establi&limeni,  sliow  that  lie  lias  inaiie  money. 
Tilt'  faot  that  lie  enjoys  such  aii  extensive  trade,  a 
trnile  which  lie  holds  and  which  increases  year  af- 
ter year,  is  ail  the  evidence  needed  that  he  has 
made  it  honestly,  for  it  taltes  the  average  cus- 
tomer but  a  short  time  to  discover  crookedness 
of  any  kind  in  liis  ineichnut.  Mr,  Green  does  an 
annual  business  of  115,000,  and  his  stockof  goods 
is  always  fresh  and  new. 

A  prominent  Mason,  Mr.  Gieen  is  a  member  of 
Vandalia  Lodge  No.  290,  in  which  he  1ms  held 
membershi])  for  twenty-three  years.  He  has  held 
many  of  the  lowiislii|}  otHces,  and  Isaschool  oflicer 
moat  of  the  time.  He  laltes  a  deep  interest  in  ed- 
ucational affairs,  and  is  active  in  all  mattei-s  of 
moment  or  iirany  movement  for  the  advancement 
of  the  county.  lie  is  an  inlluential  citizen  and 
one  higlily  esteemed  by  all.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Rcpnblicaii,  and  his  lirst  Pi-esidential  vote  was  cast 
for  Cleii.  ScoU. 


^^j  llKSl'KK  P.  PHKLPS,  whose laeautiful home 

(|(  _.  is  situated  on  tlic  lake  shore,  is  an  enter- 
^^^  prising  and  successful  fruit-grower  of  St. 
.Jose|(li  Township,  Berrien  County.  His  farm,  con- 
sisting of  twenty  acres,  has  been  embellished  with 
all  the  modern  improvements,  including  a  com- 
modious residence  and  substantial  outbuildings. 
Here  he  engages  in  the  raising  of  peaches,  pears 
and  other  small  fruits,  and  ships  extensively  to  the 
principal  Western  markets.  Through  the  exercise 
of  excellent  judgment  in  the  details  of  his  busi- 
ness affairs  he  has  gained  ample  means  and  is 
numbered  among  the  successful  men  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Tiie  ancestors  of  Mr.  Phelps  were  for  many 
years  identified  with  the  history  of  New  England. 
His  father,  Chester,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
whence  he  removed  to  New  York  and  made  set- 
tlement in  Fulton  County.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sally  Powell,  was  a  native  of 
Fulton  County  and  a  hkdy  possessing  many  amia- 


ble qualities  of  heart  and  mind.  They  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanliood,  and  six  are  still  living. 
The  father  engaged  in  farming  operations,  and  at 
the  same  time  conducted  a  good  business  as  a 
tinner.  After  a  long  and  honoi-able  life,  he  passed 
away  at  the  old  home  in  Fulton  County,  leaving 
to  his  descendants  considerable  property  and,  what 
is  far  better,  tlie  heritage  of  an  upright  life  and 
stainless  name.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  it  was  his  con- 
stint  endeavor  to  exemplify  in  his  life  the  princi- 
ples of  the  religion  lie  professed. 

In  the  village  of  Johnstown,  Fulton  County, 
N.  v.,  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was 
bom  December  16,  1832,  There  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  upon  his  father's  farm,  receiving  a  lim- 
ited education  in  the  neighboring  scliools.  When 
nearly  twenty-five  years  of  age,  he  established  do- 
mestic ties  and  a  home  of  his  own.  On  the  8th  of 
October,  1857,  occurred  his  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
E.,  the  daughter  of  David  Brown,  and  a  native  of 
Fulton  County,  N.  Y.  After  his  marriage  he  re- 
mained on  the  old  homestead  in  New  York  until 
1861,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and  purchased 
his  present  property  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  Ber- 
rien County.  The  farm  had  been  the  property  of 
his  father-in-law,  who  bought  it  in  1860,  wlien  it . 
remained  in  nature's  primeval  condition.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  "grubbing"  was  necessary, 
and  many  improvements  had  to  be  made  before 
the  place  was  in  first-class  cultivation. 

August  19,  1888,  Mrs.  Alice  E.  Phelps  died, 
leaving  two  children,  David  R.  and  Arthur  H. 
The  first-named  married  Miss  Cora  A.  Smith  and 
they  are  the  parents' of  two  children,  Orla  L.  and 
Alice  L.  Mrs.  Cora  Phelps  is  the  daughter  of 
William  Smith,  formerly  a  prominent  farmer  and 
fruit-grower  of  St.  Joseph.  The  young  couple 
make  their  home  with  our  subject,  and  through 
their  kind  attentions  and  thoughtful  ministraticms 
enhance  his  comfort  and  brighten  the  declining 
years  of  his  life.  The  younger  son,  Arthur  il.,  a 
promising  young  man,  also  makes  his  home  with 
Mr.  Phelps. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  sympathies,  Mr. 
Phelps  takes  an  active   interest  in  local  and  Na- 
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tional  politics,  and  lias  firm  uonvictions  of  his  own 
upon  every  subject  of  general  importance  and  in- 
terest. For  three  years  ho  filled  the  position  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  lie  has  also  oceupied 
other  positions  of  trust.  Socially,  lie  is  a  member 
of  tlie  Grange  and  is  Master  of  Laite  Grange 
Lodge  No,  93.  In  the  work  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry  lie  takes  a  prominent  and  influential 
part,  and  is  justly  numbered  among  the  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  the  county.  In  former  years 
he  engaged  extensively  in  the  biisiuess  of  catch- 
ing pigeons  in  different  portions  of  this  State,  his 
plan  of  operating  being  to  decoy  pigeons  in  nets. 
Not  infrequently  lie  would  secure  at  one  time 
from  twenty  to  thirty  dozen  wild  pigeons,  for 
which  he  found  a  ready  sale  in  the  markets  at 
New  York  City,  Chicago  and  other  places. 


fl  NDUEW  J.  PENLAND  is  a  prominent  cit- 
izen of  the  county  and  one  of  nature's 
\  noblemen.  Abounding  In  affection  forhis 
fellow-kind,  and  being  supplied  with  a  fair 
share  of  this  world's  goods,  he  is  well  content, 
and  tries  to  make  others  so.  He  is  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  but  is  also  engaged  in  blacksmith- 
ing  and  is  making  a  success  of  both  occupations 
In  the  year  1889  he  was  elected  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  has  held  that  position  ever  since 
discharging  the  duties  in  a  very  efhcient  manner 
He  was  born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  to  the  union 
of  William  and  Catherine  (Boswell)  Penland. 

William  Penland  was  born  in  Ohio  in  18U,and 
is  living  in  this  county,  in  the  enjoyment  of  com- 
paratively good  health.  At  an  early  date,  and 
while  still  single,  he  emigrated  to  Elkhart,  Ind 
and  there  married  Miss  Boswell,  a  native  of  Ohio 
In  1840  be  removed  to  Berrien  County,  Mich, 
settled  on  a  wild  ti-actof  land, and  immediately  be- 
gan making  improvements.  He  has  seen  the  coun- 
try grow  from  its  wild  and  undeveloped  state  to  its 
present  prosperous  condition  and  has  done  his  share 
toward  its  improvement.  With  the  exception  of 
two  years  lie  has  resided  on  that  farm  ever  since, 


and  is  classed  among  the  foremost  farmers  of  Ber- 
rien County,  and  among  the  worthy  old  settlers 
of  this  region.  In  connection  with  farming  he 
was  also  engaged  in  the  blacksmith  busines.'*,  and 
for  tliirty-iive  years  was  a  Methodist  preacher, 
following  his  ministerial  duties  for  two  years  in 
Van  Buren  County.  He  is  of  Scotch  descent.  His 
wife  is  now  deceased.  They  were  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  four  sons  and  ten  daughters. 
Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812. 

Andrew  J.  Penland  was  third  in  order  of  birth 
of  the  above-mentioned  children.  He  remained 
in  Elkliart  County,  Ind  until  ten'years  of  age, 
when  he  came  with  Ins  parents  to  Berrien  County 
and  there  received  the  piincipal  part  of  his  ediicn- 
alion.  Our  subject  has  known  the  demands  of 
poverty,  for  bis  piients  weie  poor,  and  as  he  had 
to  assist  in  making  a  living  Ins  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited.  After  remaining  under 
the  parental  roof  until  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
he  hired  out  to  work  by  the  month  on  a  farm, and 
during  that  time  was  also  engaged  in  the  sawmill 
business.  He  learned  tlie  blacksmith  trade  of  his 
father,  and  in  1861  was  married  to  Miss  Matilda 
Shearer,  a  native  of  Berrien  County,  Immediately 
afterward  he  built  a  shop  at  Roj'alton,  began 
working  for  himself,  and  followed  this  for  about 
five  ^eai'-  Six  childi-en  have  been  born  to  his 
union  i  Isie  Catherine  E.,  wife  of  A.  Gourtvilie; 
Sarah  A  ,  wife  of  Calvin  Stoops;  Rosie  E.,  Ida  May 
and  William 

Ml  Penland  has  held  the  ofliee  of  Drain  Com- 
niisionei  for  two  years,  and  when  elected  to  the 
office  of  Higbwiy  Commissioner  he  received  the 
laigc't  majoiity  ever  received  in  the  township. 
He  IS  a  'itiong  advocate  of  Democratic  principles, 
and  his  vote  is  e\  er  cast  with  that  party.  His  first 
Piesidential  vote  was  cast  for  McClellan.  He  is 
now  a  membei  of  the  County  Central  Committee 
of  his  townilup  and  has  held  other  positions  of 
trust  and  lesponsibility. 

Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Koyalton  Lodge  No. 
373,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  iias  held  membership  in  the 
same  since  1882.  He  has  represented  that  lodge 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Grand  Rapids.  Mr.  Pen- 
land's  farm,  consisting  of  fifty  acres  and  located 
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!  t  m  1  utii  of  St  Joseph,  is  well  iiupiovcd 

ft  d  w  U    ult    uleii,  altliotig:h  when  lie  first  settled 
I    n     t    t     aa  covered   with  a  dense  giowth    of 
t  nlte        11       lay  iie  moved  on  this  place  he  cut 
tl      1  t  a  beeeh  tree,  and  it  is  now  plainH  vis- 

bj     {M  >    1     1865).     Although    not  in  educated 
n  tl     te  I  nical  sense  of  thewoid.Mr  Pen- 

la  d  1     n  es  cause  and  effect  so  logically  that 

1  g        1  as  one  whose  opinion  is  of  much 


ai^@~— — p 


\TfJ,OCK  S.  EDWARDS,  an  energetic  and  suc- 
Ikr  cessful  general  agriculturist  and  for  several 
iiil       terms  an  efncicnt  Highway  Commissioner 

^J  ofSodus  Township,  Berrien  County, Mich 
was  born  July  3,  182!>,  in  Sliropsliire,  England 
His  father,  Edward  iildwards,  a  native  of  Waks 
and  an  energetic  and  hard-working  man,  was  bom 
in  1794.  Tbe  mother,  also  of  Welsh  nativity  and 
(torn  in  1797,  attained  to  womanhood  well  fitted 
to  assume  the  cares  of  a  household  of  her  own 
Wliile  yet  a  yoting  and  single  woman  she  removed 
to  England.  The  father,  linding  that  wages  weie 
higher  in  other  parts  of  the  (.Queen's  dominions, 
also  went  to  England,  where  he  obtained  employ- 
ment, met  his  future  wife  and  was  married.  The 
three  eliildi'en  born  unto  the  marriage  survived  the 
perils  of  infancy  and  ai-e  now  living.  The  parents 
were  in  very  humble  circumstances  and  our  sub- 
ject, having  a  thirst  for  knowledge,  was  obliged  to 
earn  the  money  to  |»ay  for  the  instruction  he  re- 
ceived. Many  days  he  passed  in  study,  his  only 
lunch  at  noon  a  bit  of  dry  bread,  whicli  he  had 
brought  with  him  from  his  home.  Ambitiously 
he  persevered  and  acquired  a  good  common  edu- 
cation, his  sole  capital  in  life. 

When  fifteen  years  old  Mr.  Edwards  began  the 
struggle  of  life  upon  his  own  account  and  for  a 
petiod  of  one  year  toiled  for  the  munificent  sum 
of  #15.  At  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  crossed 
the  broad  Atlantic  and,  landing  safely  in  America, 
at  first  located  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  employment  on  a  farm  and  remained  two 
27 


months.  Learning  that  he  had  relatives  in  Port- 
age County,  he  then  journeyed  thither  and  worked 
upon  a  farm  in  tliat  locality  for  one  and  a-jialf 
yeare.  A  heavy  frost  June  7,  1859,  destroying 
the  crop  of  wheat,  potatoes,  and  all  growing  veg- 
etables, our  subject,  certain  that  the  climate  would 
not  suit  him,  departed  at  once  for  Michigan.  In 
this  hitter  State  he  engaged  in  agricultural  toil 
upon  various  farms,  never  receiving  more  than 
114  per  month,  frequently  less.  He  continued  in 
Berrien  County  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  in  1862;  then,  enlisting  in  Company  B, 
Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry,  he  was  mustered 
into  the  service  at  Detroit  under  Col.  Withington. 
Upon  the  29th  of  August,  leaving  Detroit,  the  reg- 
iment was  hurried  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  on 
the  14th  of  September  onrsiibject  actively  partici- 
pated in  the  fight  at  South  Mountain. 

L'pon  the  17th  of  September  Mr,  Edwards  was 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Antittim  and  a  few  days 
ifter  feeling  ill  was -ittended  tj  the  surgeon,  wlio 
I  jesciibed  ■»  dose  of  quinine  which,  having  been 
Uken  b}  out  ubject  reudeied  him  unconscious, 
and  the  troop*  being  ordeted  to  mai-ch  and  un- 
able to  ciie  foi  liim  he  was  kft  lying  upon  the 
giound  insensible  to  his  suiioundmgs  and  deser- 
tion When  ht  recoveied  it  was  in  December, 
and  he  then  learned  that  he  had  been  tenderly 
cared  for  by  both  men  and  women  of  the  oppos- 
ing army  and  from  October,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  month,  had  been  watched  over  and  nursed 
slowly  back  to  strength  and  reason.  When  fully 
vecuperated,  Mr.  Edwards  joined  his  regiment, 
March  4,  1863.  During  his  term  of  service  he  was 
in  Kentucky,  southern  Illinois  and  Mississippi, and 
shared  the  perils  of  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
Jackson  and  came  north  to  Camp  Nicholsville, 
Ky.  Crossing  from  the  latter  point  into  East 
Tennessee,  our  subject  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Camden  Station.  The  regiment  was  cut  off  at  the 
siege  of  Knoxville  for  twenty-one  days  and  dur- 
ing its  entire  period  of  service  suffered  almost  in- 
credible hardship. 

Constantly  exposed  to  death  and  capture,  the 
soldiers  of  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  also  fought 
courageously  upon  the  fields  of  S potts yl van ia,  in 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  North  and  South  Anna, 
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Pommuka.  Cold  Harbor  and  the  siege  of  Peters- 
burgh.  In  all  these  engagemnnts  ouv  subject  act- 
ively partieiputed  and  was  wounded  in  the  fight 
at  Spottsylvania,  being  obliged  to  remain  in  the 
hospital  two  weeks,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment, 
ready  for  active  duty.  At  the  battle  of  Spott- 
sylvania,  engaged  with  two  liumlred  and  twenty- 
five  men  on  the  right  centre,  he  was  surrounded  by 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men  who  went  into  battle  twenty-five 
were  killed  outright,  Iwenty-thi't'e  were  wounded, 
and  ninety-eight  were  missing. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  honorably  discharged, 
Mr.  Edwards  returned  to  Sodns  Township,  Horrien 
County,  where,  in  1860,  he  had  pui-chased  the 
farm  upon  which  lie  now  resides.  Ho  has  brought 
the  land  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  making  a 
specialty  of  fruit,  which  he  grows  with  excellent 
success.  Upon  August  li,  1865,  Liock  S.  Edwards 
and  Miss  1-ydiii  E.  Fox  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  Edwards  is  of  German  descent,  her  father, 
William  Fox,  having  been  born  in  the  country  of 
the  llhine.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  no  children.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  with  his 
wife  is  an  active  aid  in  good  work.  Fraternally, 
our  subject  is  a  member  of  George  II.  Tliomas 
Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  K.,  at  ISenlon  Harbor.'  Fotit- 
ically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  with  true  and 
loyal  service  given  his  best  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
advancements  of  the  best  interests  of  his  adopted 
country,  where  he  has  won  a  prosperous  home  and 
been  a  true  and  faithful  citizen. 


JIOSEPII  LEUTE,  a  well-known  farmer  and 
I  fruit-grower  of  Berrien  County,  resides  upon 
1  section  3o,  St.  Joseph  Township.  Mr.  Leute 
_  '  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  on  the  17th  of 
January,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Martha 
(Zily)  Leute,  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  the  fa- 
ther having  been  a  farmer  during  the  entire  period 
of  his  active  life,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
when  he  was  in  the  military  service.     He  was  an 


industrious  and  energetic  man,  and,  although  he 
never  accumulated  a  competency,  lie  nevertheless 
was  enabled  to  give  his  children    fair  advantages. 

In  a  comparatively  uneventful  manner  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  passed  the  daj's  of  his  childhood 
and  youth  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Germany-  In 
his  boyhood  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  offered  by 
the  excellent  public  schools  of  Germany  and  ac- 
quired a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  language  of 
his  countrymen.  Having  heard  of  the  wonderful 
opportunities  offered  to  those  who  settled  in  the 
United  States,  he  i-esolved  upon  crassing  the  broad 
Atlantic  and  seeking  his  fortune  in  the  unknown 
world.  Accordingly,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
he  emigrated  to  America  and  first  located  in  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  for  a  time  in  a  lime- 
quarry,  and  afterward  secured  employmenl.  in  a 
salt  mine. 

After  having  resided  in  Syracuse  for  about  three 
years,  Mr.  Leute  came  West  to  Wisconsin,  where 
he  located  in  Clarke  County,  and  for  five  months 
was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  the  pineries. 
Thence  he  went  to  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  wliore  he 
worked  at  logging,  and  from  there  proceeded  to 
Illinois  and  settled  in  St.  Clair  County,  During 
his  residence  in  St.  Clair  County  he  was  married, 
in  1865,  to  Miss  Catherine  Uerzog,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Germany  and  emigrated  to  America 
in  com])aiiy  with  her  parents,  locating  in  St.  Clair 
County,  111.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Leute  engaged 
in  farming  in  that  county  until  18G7,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Berrien  County  and  purchased  land  in 
Bainbridge  Township,  engaging  in  farming  pur- 
suits for  one  year.  He  removed  thence  to  St. 
Joseph  and  engaged  in  business  in  that  city  for 
one  year.  In  1875  his  wife  purchased  the  place 
in  St.  Joseph  Township  where  tliey  have  since  re- 
sided. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  of  tlie  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leute,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely;  Joseph,  who  went  West  in  1890  and  lias 
not  been  beard  from  since,  although  it  is  thought 
that  he  is  in  the  United  States  army;  Catherine, 
who  is  the  wife  of  .laeob  Snyder  and  a  resident  of 
St.  Joseph;  Caroline,  Louis  and  Rosa,  who  reside 
in  Chicago,  Louis  being  in  the  hardware  business 
there;  Mary,  Sophia  and  Martlia,  who  are  at  home 
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with  their  parents.  Where  he  now  lives  Mr.  Leutc 
lias  nine  acres,  and  this  he  devotes  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  fruits,  ID  which  he  Ims  me!,  with  success. 
He  has  found  fruit-growing  a  profitable  business, 
and  raises  fruit  of  every  variety  on  his  place.  In 
liis  |)olitical  preferences  lie  is  a  Democrat,  and  is 
stanch  in  his  allegiance  to  liis  chosen  parly.  Re- 
ligiously, lie  is  identified  with  the  Catholic  Chureii. 


^IS^KORGE  GRIFFIN,  a  prominent  agrieuitur- 
(II  =f/  ist  and  successful  stock-raiser,  a  long-time 
^Jft  resident  of  Cass  County,  Midi.,  is  a  native 
of  Berkshire,  England,  and  was  born  in  1829.  lie 
l>assed  the  days  of  boyhood  in  his  native  land  and 
was  twenty  yeara  of  age  when,  in  company  with  a 
brotlier,  he  ci'ossed  the  broad  Atlantic  tfl  the  New 
World  beyond  the  aea.  Upon  their  arrival  in 
America,  the  brothers  located  in  Michigan.  Our 
subject  settled  in  Oakland  Connty,  but  his  com- 
panion made  liis  home  in  Berrien  County.  Three 
years  after  Mr.  Grilllu  came  to  the  United  States, 
his  parents,  Thomas  and  Sarah  GriHin,  also  emi- 
grated with  their  three  other  children  to  America. 
Of  these  younger  children,  two  were  daughters. 
The  son  who  accompanied  the  father  and  mother 
to  this  country  now  resides  near  Nashville,  Micii. 
Immediately  after  George  Griffin  came  to  Michi- 
gan he  sought  employment  and  worked  by  the 
day  for  about  four  jeai-s.  With  prudent  manage- 
ment he  had  amassed  a  small  capital,  which  he 
then  invested  in  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  located  in 
Kalamazoo  County. 

Three  years  afterward  our  subject  disposed  of 
his  farm,  and  togetlier  with  his  parents  removed 
to  Cass  County,  but  the  father  and  mother  only 
reiJiaiued  there  a  few  years.  Since  then  the  par- 
ents have  both  died,  as  have  also  the  sisters,  one 
of  whom  left  a  child,  the  son  of  Allen  Owen,  of 
Kalumazoo.  Mr.  Griffin  located  permanently  in 
Cass  County  in  185S,  and  now  owns  and  cultivates 
a  fine  farm  of  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
In  1860  oar  subject  waa  married   to  Miss  lantha 


MacOmber,  of  Mavcellus  Township.  The  union 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughtei-s.  Mary  was  the  eldest  of  the  family;  Ix)l- 
tie  is  the  wife  of  Z.  V.  Neidigh;  Pbinncy  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth;  Lina  is  the  wife  of  C. 
Fox;  and  Mark  and  Burt  complete  the  circle  of 
intelligent  brothers  and  sisters.  Politically,  Mr. 
Griffin  is  now  an  advocate  of  the  People's  party, 
but  for  thirty  years  he  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publicans. He  is  progressive  in  his  ideas  and 
arguments,  and  is  thoroughly  posted  on  the  local 
and  national  questions  of  the  day. 

Mre.  Gritlin  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Ciiurch,  and  is  active  in  good  work. 
Our  subject  and  bis  family  tiike  an  interest  in  the 
social  and  benevolent  enterprises  of  their  home 
locality,  and  are  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  those  less  fortunate  than  themselves.  Having 
literally  fought  his  upward  way  in  life,  Mr.  GrilHn 
is  practically  a  self-made  man.  While  making 
general  agriculture  remunerative,  he  hasalso prof- 
itably engaged  in  raising  sheep  ever  since  he  set- 
tled in  Cass  County.  Financially  prospered  and 
surrounded  by  a  happy  family,  our  subject  also 
possesses  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  friends  and 
neighbors,  his  useful  life  being  crowned  in  the 
evening  of  his  days  with  many  blessings. 


ge**s- 


\T/L-  IRAM  HAKWOOD,  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
IfjJ.  tiers  of  Cass  County,  Midi.,  was  born 
/^^'  in  Vermont,  in  1792.  He  grew  to  man- 
(^i)  hood  in  his  native  State,  and  was  there 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sylvia  Reed,  of  Ben- 
nington. For  some  lime  the  husband  and  wife 
made  their  home  in  western  New  York,  and  unto 
them  were  born  six  children,  who  survived  to  adult 
age,  and  with  their  parents  were  numbered  among 
the  first  settlei-s  of  Cass  County.  In  1831  the 
Harwoods  came  with  teams  via  the  Erie  Canal  and 
Detroit  and  across  the  southern  part  of  Michigan 
to  Three  Rivers,  St.  .loseph  County,  where  they  re- 
mained for  six  years.  During  the  first  winter  the 
family  was  quartered  in  a  trader's  bark  shanty, 
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their  tablo  being  an  old  chest,  and  their  scanty 
meals  frequently  consisting  of  nothing  but  pota- 
toes and  salt.  In  1837,  our  subject,  with  his  wife, 
sons  and  daughters,  removed  to  Cass  County,  Mr, 
llai'wood  entering  land  in  Ncwburg  Township, 
and  locating  upon  section  24,  where  he  erected  a 
log  cabin  on  the  north  bank  of  what  is  now  known 
as  Corey  Lake.  The  eldest  dangliter  married  James 
Churchill,  in  Cass  County;  she  and  her  husband 
died  in  Iowa.  Nathan  and  Daniel,  the  two  elder 
sons,  served  in  the  Civil  Wai,  enlisting  in  1861 
and  1864;  Sarah  died  single;  Silos  was  the  next 
in  Older  of  birth;  and  Betsey  died  soon  after  her 
marriage  with  Peiry  Redwaj', 

The  second  son,  Daniel  It,,  entered  lUe  service 
of  the  Government  in  1861  and  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry.  He  remained 
in  active  military  duty  until  1861,  when  be  re- 
turned iiome.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Lincoln, 
Neb.  In  tliat  same  year  Nathan  enbsted  in  the 
Fourteenth  Michigan  Light  Artillery  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Nathan  Havwood  was 
born  in  Vermont,  in  1821,  and  was  but  a  young 
lad  when  he  emigrated  to  tiie  West,  He  worked 
on  bis  father's  farm  until  lie  had  passed  his  ma- 
jority. In  1846  he  was  married  to  Miss  Diantba 
Brown,  who  became  the  mother  of  four  children: 
Phineas,  Irving,  Silas  and  Linus  H,,  all  now  resi- 
dent's of  Oceana  County,  Mich.  Nathan  Ilarwood 
has  three  times  entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony. 
After  the  death  of  bis  first  wife  he  was  married  to 
Miss  lieed,  and  be  made  Miss  Sarah  A.  Decker  his 
third  wife.  One  son  and  six  daughters  were  born 
of  this  union.  Two  of  the  daughters  are  de- 
ceased. Nathan  Harwood  owns  and  manages  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres.  Poltti- 
cally,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  local  and  national  affairs  of  the  Goy- 
ernment,  to  which  be  gave  faithful  service  in  its 
hour  of  need.  He  and  his  family  arc  members  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  are  active 
workers  in  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  that  de- 
nomination, lie  has  never  been  a  member  of  any 
secret  society,  but,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  has 
filled  official  positions  of  trust,  and  commands  the 
bigli  regard  of  all  his  fellow-townsmen, 

Silas  Harwood,  the  youngest  son  of  our  subject, 


was  born  in  1828,  and  since  1837  has  been  a  con- 
stant resident  of  Cass  County,  living  all  these 
years  on  the  farm  which  he  yet  makes  his  home. 
lie  received  a  limited  education  in  the  nearest  dis- 
trict schools,  but  most  frequently  pursued  his 
studies  by  the  fireplace  at  night,  after  working 
hard  all  day  on  the  farm.  He  was  married  in  ISSe 
to  Miss  Nancy  L.  Dcnio.  Four  children  blessed 
the  home,  Fred,  the  eldest,  is  an  operator  at  How- 
ard City;  Milo  D.  was  the  second  child;  Edward 
E.  is  a  pios|ierous  lawyer  at  Three  Rivere;  Ida  M. 
is  tbc  wife  of  Mark  Rockwell,  M.  D.,  Benton  Har- 
bor. Dr,  Rockwell  is  a  graduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Ann  Arbor,  and  completed  his  studies  in 
the  medical  de|)nrtment.  Politically,  Silas  Har- 
wood is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  occupied 
with  ability  various  offices,  and  has  long  been  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Ncwburg  Township,  lie 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years  and 
lias  also  been  Supervisor  for  a  number  of  terms. 
He  held  the  position  of  Town  Trustee  three  yeai's, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  the  variousdutiesassigned 
to  liim  gave  universal  satisfaction  to  bis  friends 
and  constituents.  Fraternally,  be  is  connected 
with  tbc  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  is 
a  valued  member  of  tbc  chapter  at  Tlnce  Hivers, 
When  our  subject  fiist  located  in  Cass  County 
the  family  bad  but  very  few  ncighbois.  and  there 
were  only  eigiit  volei-s  at  the  first  |)olitical  meet- 
ing held  in  the  township.  Hiram  Harwood  held 
the  oftice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  the  greater  poi- 
tion  of  his  life.  He  was  appointed  to  the  position 
while  the  State  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  continued 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  almost  in- 
cessantly up  to  the  day  of  his  dealh.  He  was  also 
for  many  years  one  of  the  most  efficient  Super- 
visors of  the  township,  and  to  his  efforts  local 
progress  and  improvements  were  mainly  due,  A 
man  of  noble  and  genei'ous  nature,  yet  practical, 
energetic  and  enterprising,  our  subject  was  es- 
pecially adapted  to  meet  and  overcome  the  trials 
and  privations  incidental  to  the  settlement  of  a 
new  country.  From  the  day  of  bis  arrival  he  was 
a  leader  in  Newburg  Township.  The  patriotism 
which  led  him,  a  mere  lad,  to  enlist  in  the  War  of 
1812  distinguislied  him  throughout  his  life,  and 
when    be    passed    to  his  rest  in  1874,  he  was  sin- 
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cercly  mouined  by  aU  tlie  residents  of  tlie  county 
in  wliicli  lie  liad  livei:!  tliiily-seven  useful  yeais. 
Tlie  faUiec  of  llivam  wits  Znclinriali  Ilarwood,  who 
was  probably  a  native  of  Vermont.  He  was  a  di- 
rect descendant  of  English  ancestry,  and  his  fore- 
fathers are  snpposed  to  have  l)een  among  the  Pil- 
grim Fathers  of  the  "  Mayflower." 


^^@-.-^-- 


^ETER  W 
J)  terprisin 

W      ilhilitV. 


^  ^ETER  WOMER,  a  lending  ciCiKen  and  en- 
■ising  agriculturist,  of  line  executive 
ability,  now  residing  upon  his  valuable 
homestead,  located  upon  section  7,  Beitrand 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  with 
efllcieney  discharged  the  duties  of  various  town 
onices,  and  is  widely  known  as  an  energetic  and 
public-spirited  man,  ably  assisting  in  the  pro- 
gressive interests  and  rapid  advancement  of  his 
home  locality.  Our  subject  was  boi'u  in  Union 
County,  Pa.,  February  28,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of 
Michael  andElizal>eth(Frain)  Womer.  His  father 
was  also  a  native  of  the  (juaker  State,  and  was 
likewise  born  in  Union  County,  where  lie  spent 
the  days  of  boyhood,  and,  arriving  at  mature  age, 
began  life  for  himself,  was  married  and  settled 
down  to  the  daily  cares  of  a  family.  He  l;ad  been 
ti-.iined  into  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  a  farmer, 
patiently  cultivating  the  soil  of  the  old  hoineslcad, 
when  he  finally  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in 
the  broader  West,  and  came  to  Berrien  County, 
Mieh.  Here  he  loc.ited  on  range  17,  section  7, 
Bertrand  Township,  and  lived  on  this  homestead 
many  seasons,  but,  arrived  at  four-score  yeai-s, 
passed  the  evening  of  his  days  in  Pennsylvania, 
among  the  scenes  of  early  youth,  dying  June  16, 
1893. 

T)ie  paternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Womer,  was 
born  in  Pennsy'ii^ania,  in  1777,  his  parents  having 
emigrated  from  Germany  to  the  United  States. 
The  mother  and  the  maternal  gi-andfather  Frain 
were  both  native  Pcnnsylvanians,  but  llieir  ini- 
nicdiale  ancestors  wei-e  of  German  birth.  The 
mother  died  in  February,  18!)1,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-lwo  years.     Nine  children,  sevensonsand 


two  daughtei-8,  blessed  the  home.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  are  nil  living,  all  married,  and  all  have 
families.  The  sons  are,  in  the  order  of  their  birth: 
Peter;  Michael  L.,  a  i-esident  of  Pennsylvania; 
John,  also  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  Henry 
Womer,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.;  Lewis,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Wilson,  of  Bertrand  Township;  and 
Davis,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Womer  was  the 
eldest  of  the  family,  and  was  educated  in  his  birtli- 
place.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  and  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  began 
work  in  Mansfield,  Ohio.  For  ten  yeare  he  was  a 
carpenter  and  builder,  in  both  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  and  depended  principally  upon  job  work. 

In  1862,  in  Pennsylvania,  Peter  Womer  and 
Miss  Mary  Ellen  I^ease  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  estimable  bride  was  the  daughter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania people,  who  were  of  English  descent.  She 
survived  her  marriage  but  three  years,  passing 
away  in  BufTalo,  N.  Y.,  in  April,  1865.  She  was  tlie 
mother  of  One  child,  who  died  before  her.  After 
her  death  our  subject  returned  to  his  native  State, 
and  readily  found  emploj'ment.  In  the  spring  of 
1866  he  came  West,  settled  in  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and 
followed  his  trade  there  for  the  summer.  March 
10,  1867,  Mr.  Womer  for  a  second  time  wedded, 
then  marrying  Miss  Sarah  Rough,  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Anna  Rough.  Mrs.  Womer  was  but 
eight  years  of  age  when  her  father  located  in 
Berrien  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
Immediately  following  this  marriage,  our  subject 
made  his  permanent  home  on  section  7,  Bertrand 
Township,  and  devoted  himself  togcner.il  f.irming 
with  most  profitable  results.  Financially  pros- 
pered, he  erected  in  1885,  at  a  cost  of  $6,000, 
one  of  the  hands(»n.est  and  most  commodious 
residences  in  this  part  of  the  State.  A  finely 
finished  and  capacious  barn  was  soon  after  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  $2,000,  making  the  attractive 
homesteada  valuable  country  estate,  second  to  none 
in  Benien  County.  Mr.  Womer,  however,  in  1884 
retired  from  the  active  sui)erinlendenee  of  agri- 
cultural duties,  the  supervision  of  his  large  landed 
Intei-ests  now  occupying  much  of  bis  time. 

He  is  tlie  owner  of  about  twelve  hundred  and 
thirty-two  acres  of  land,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  acres  of  which,  located   in   Bertrand  Town- 
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ship,  are  divided  into  four  farms.     A  hundred  and 

twenty-five  acre  tract  is  in  Galien  Township.  Two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  are  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
Ind.  The  various  farms  are  rented,  and  mostly 
under  a  higli  state  of  cultivation.  Our  subject  is 
a  large  stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Niles,  and  is  numbered  among  tlie  moneyed  men 
of  Berrien  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Womer  .are  the 
parents  of  one  son,  William  A.  Womer,  born  June 
13,  1869.  The  son  has  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  an 
excellent  education,  and  is  engaged  upon  the 
home  farm.  Politically,  Peter  Womer  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  platform  of  true 
Democracy.  Reserved  as  Supervisor  in  1877, and 
in  1889,  1890  and  1891,  elected  and  re-elected  to 
the  same  office,  has  proven  .in  important  factor  in 
local  progress,  ever  discharging  the  trusts  devolv- 
ing upon  him  with  able  and  faithful  fidelity  to  the 
public  welfare.  During  hismany  years'  residence 
in  Berrien  County,  our  subject  has  been  promi- 
nently associated  with  the  growth  of  social,  religi- 
ous and  business  enterprise, and,  an  active  member 
of  Zion  Church,  has  aided  liber.illy  in  the  support 
and  rapid  advancement  of  its  good  work.  Mr. 
Womer,  well  known  throughout  Berrien  County 
and  esteemed  as  a  neighbor,  friend  and  citizen, 
commands  the  confidence  of  the  general  public. 


>'-^:-^#^il^-^ii 


^m  RTHUR  O.  ULLREY,  M.  D.,  of  Niles,  is  a 
^O     native  of  Berrien  County  and  was  born  in 
ITl    Pipestone  Township  July  24,  1862.     He 
'^  is    the   son    of   David    H.   and    Angeline 

(Schnorf)  Ullrey,  and  his  father  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Michigan,  having  emigrated  hither  in 
an  early  day  from  his  native  Slate,  Ohio.  Grand- 
father John  Ullrey,  likewise  a  native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  i-emoved  with  his  family  to  Michigan, 
and,  purchasing  some  land  in  Berrien  County, 
devoted  his  attention  to  the  clearing  and  improv- 
ing of  the  place,  which  through  his  efforts  was 
developed  into  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  tills 
section  of  the  country.  Some  years  prior  to  his 
death  he  moved  to  Nilea,  and  there  he  closed  his 


eyes  to  the  busy  scenes  of  earth  during  the  year 
1892.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  had  attained 
to  the  advanced  .ige  of  seventy-eight  years. 

At  the  time  the  family  removed  to  Michigan, 
David  H.  UUrey  was  a  young  man  and  he  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits  in  the  new  home.  After  his 
marriage  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Berrien  County. 
but  after  a  time  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in 
Berrien  Township,  where  he  and  his  wife  now  re- 
side. They  are  a  worthy  couple,  kind  and  oblig- 
ing, and  are  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  this 
community  where  they  have  lived  for  so  many 
years.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Arthur  being  the  eldest  of  the  number.  He  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  was  early  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  usefulness.  His  boyhood 
was  passed  alternately  in  the  schoolroom  and  upon 
the  farm,  and  through  attendance  at  school  and 
practical  experience  he  gained  a  broad  and  libetal 
education. 

When  about  nineteen  yeai^s  of  age,  our  subject 
began  to  teach,  and  after  following  that  profes- 
sion for  ft  short  time  entered  the  school  at  Niles, 
where  he  carried  on  his  studies  for  one  year.  La- 
ter he  became  a  student  in  the  State  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  completed  the 
literary  course.  He  then  went  to  Chicago,  whore 
he  entered  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and 
remained  a  student  there  until  his  graduation  on 
the  25th  of  February,  1886.  Opening  an  ollice  at 
Throe  Oaks,  Mich.,  he  remained  in  practice  in  that 
city  for  a  period  of  two  and  one-half  years,  after 
which  he  practiced  his  profession  at  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  for  nine  months.  The  year  1889  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  Niles,  wliere  he  <ipcncd  an  office  and 
has  since  conducted  a  large  and  pi-ofitable  practice. 
As  a  practitioner  be  has  established  an  enviable 
reputation  for  skill  and  proficiency,  and  is  highly 
regarded  in  professional  circles.  He  liolds  mem- 
bership in  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy, 
and  keeps  abreast  with  every  improvement  and 
development  in  the  science  of  the  I'a  pen  tics. 

In  the  spring  of  1888  Dr.  Ullrey  married  Miss 
Adda  Wilcox,  wlio  at  that  time  resided  in  Three 
Oaks,  Mich.  She  died  on  the  4th  of  February, 
1890,  leaving  a  large  circle  of  friends,  who 
mourned    her    loss    and    sympathized     with    the 
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Doctor  in  his  bei-eavement.  Hocialiy,  Hr,  Ulliey 
is  a  prominent  and  intiiicntial  member  of  tlic 
Royni  Arcanum,  llie  Or<ler  of  Ma<icftbpes,  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  being  Medical 
Examiner  for  the  latter  order.  lie  is  Also  a  mem- 
ber and  Medical  Examiner  for  the  Degree  of 
Honor  of  tlic  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
and  Medical  Kxaminer  for  tlie  Ladies  of  Manca- 


n  AMES  F.  HASKINS,  a  inmjjcrons  and  ex- 
tensive general  agriculturist  of  Berrien 
Jlj  County,  Midi.,  is  one  of  tlie  two  oldest  and 
if)  earliest  pioneer  settlers  of  Pii>estone  Town- 
sliip,  now  surviving.  Mr.  Ilaskins  was  born  Sep- 
tember n,  1820,  in  Erie  Connty,  N.  Y.  His  fa- 
ther, William  Maskins,  was  likewise  a  native  of  tlie 
Empire  State  and  was  an  energetic  farmer.  The 
motlier,  Annie  (Anson)  Ilaskins,  born,  i-earcd  and 
cdnokled  in  New  York,  was  nnited  in  niarri.age  in 
her  early  home,  the  parents  soon  after  their  union 
removing  to  Erie  County,  their  residence  for  many 
years.  Finally  journeying  to  the  West,  Ihey  re- 
mained for  a  brief  time,  but  later  returned  to  New 
York,  where  the  father  died  in  1879.  the  mother 
having  jiassed  away  a  score  of  yeara  before,  in  18.'i9, 
William  and  Annie(Anson)  Ilaskins  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  two  of  wliom  are  living. 
James  F.,  reared  In  a  (Quaker  family  wyitya  a  farm, 
attended  school  In  very  early  boyhood,  but  soon 
began  tlie  struggle  of  daily  toll.  lie,  however,  en- 
joyed the  additional  advantage  of  two  terms  of 
instruction  in  an  academy  and  well  |irofiled  by 
the  offered  opportunities.  At  seventeen  years  of 
age  lie  began  for  himself,  but  had  really  been  self- 
supporting  from  his  tenth  year,  and  before  he  had 
attained  his  majority  had  acquired  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter. 

In  the  fall  of  184i{,  our  subject  determined  to 
avail  himself  of  the  broader  advantages  of  the 
West,  and  with  his  wife  and  one  child  drove  seven 
hundred  and  (ifty  miles  in  twenty-one  days  to 
Peoria  County,  III.,  where  he  remained  with  his 
family  until  1844,  at  whicli  time  he   rode  a  horse 


lo  lierrien  County,  Mich.,  a  distance  of  four  liun- 
dred  and  fifty  miles,  in  five  days.  He  later  brought 
bis  family  to  Michigan  by  wagon  and  settled  in 
Pipestone  Township,  upon  eighty  acres  of  wild 
timlwr-land.  Building  a  house  and  clearing  the 
farm,  he  remained  in  that  locality  until  1851, 
when  he  settled  in  lierrien  Township,  in  1858  re- 
turning again  to  Pipestone  Township  and  entering 
upon  the  cultivation  of  a  second  farm  of  wild  land 
upon  section  19.  As  before,  he  built  a  frame  house 
and  cleared  land  with  energetic  enterprise,  and 
made  tliis  place  a  permanent  home  until  1872, 
when  he  settled  in  Shanghai  Corners.  In  1877  our 
subject  finally  located  upon  his  present  farm  on 
section  18,  and  erected  a  sulistantial  residence  and 
barns  and  made  other  improvementis.  lie  was  united 
in  marriage  in  1841  with  Miss  Lydia  Staneliff,  a 
native  of  New  York.  She  died  Octolier  24,  1 850, 
and  was  the  mother  of  five  children,  two  of  whom 
arc  surviving,  Albert  W.  and  Charles  W„  both  of 
whom  serveii  with  courage  in  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Infantry  during  the  Civil  War,  and  were  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  ISutler.  The  youngest  of 
the  brothers  was  severely  woimded  at  Ft.  Hudson. 
Some  time  after  the  death  of  the  estimable  wife, 
Mr.  Ilaskins  a  second  time  entered  the  lK)iids  of 
wedlock  and  married  Miss  Manila  Kytlier,  a  na- 
tive of  Eric  County,  N.  Y.,  who  passed  to  her  rest 
in  1871.  She  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  fivechil- 
drcn,of  whom  three  lived  to  maturity  and  now  sur- 
vive: Mary  M.,  wife  of  C.  1).  .lennings;  Lizzie  L., 
wife  of  Albert  M.  Chase;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  .loses 
T.  Heams.  Our  subject  married  his  present  wife, 
Charh>tte  (Clark)  Sahin,  a  native  of  New  York,  in 
1871.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iliisklns  have  no  children, 
Mrs.  Ilaskins  is  a  valued  memlier  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Church  and  is  active  in  good  work. 
The  sons  and  daughters  of  our  subject  have  en- 
joyed the  best  educational  advantages  of  their 
home  locality  and  have  attained  to  positions  of 
useful  influence,  and  some  of  them  liave  taught 
school.  Mr.  Ilaskins  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  public  affaii-s  from  his  early  manhood. 
Formerly  a  Democrat,  he  is  now  a  Prohibitionist. 
In  1850  he  served  as  Clerk  of  Pipestone  Township 
and  in  1852  was  elected  Highway  Commissioner,  in 
IS-'iJl  he  served  as  Supervisor  of  Berrien  Township 
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and  in  1858  became  Justice  of  tiie  Peace,  and  for 
twenty  eight  yeai-s  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  judicial  position  with  unvarying  and  able 
fidelity  to  the  interests  of  liis  fellow-townsmen. 
In  1861  Mr.  Haskins  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Pipe- 
Stone  Township,  and  was  i-e-eleclcd  to  the  office 
in  1867.  From  1868  until  1873  he  gave  to  the 
cares  of  Supervisor  close  attention,  and  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Berrien 
County  during  1871,  1872  and  1873  materially 
assisted  in  the  upwai'd  growth  and  rapid  advance- 
ment of  local  progress.  He  was  again,  in  1881,  elec- 
ted Supervisor,  re-elected  in  1882,  and  once  more 
became  Chairman  of  the  County  Board.  Since 
1870  our  subject  has  been  a  Notary  Public,  and  for 
nearly  thirty  years  has  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  official  work,  giving  universal  satisfaction  to  the 
home  community.  After  the  war  he  became  a  Re- 
publican, but  since  188>5  has  thrown  his  influence 
with  the  party  (igiiting  against  the  liquor  traffic. 
An  admirer  of  Jefferson,  Mr.  Haskins  has  been  a 
liberal-Bpiritcd  citizen  and  a  leader  in  local  poli- 
tics, excelling  in  debate  and  persuasive  arguments, 
as  well  as  in  practical  work.  He  is  well  known  in 
the  halls  of  conventions  and  as  a  delegate  has  ac- 
quitted himself  with  honor.  For  thirty-five  years 
he  has  been  an  administrator  of  estates  ranging  in 
value  from  *5,000  to  *17,000.  There  is  but  one 
settler  now  in  Pipestone  Township  who  had  ar- 
rived at  twenty-one  yeara  of  age  in  1844,  and  he  is 
our  subject.  For  nearly  a  half-century  the  name 
of  James  F.  Haskins  has  been  known  and  regarded 
with  high  esteem  in  Berrien  County. 


JOHN  CURRAN,  an  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing citizen  and  thoroughly  practical  gen- 
eral agriculturist,  owns  a  line  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  forty-four  acres,  pleasantly 
located  upon  section  15,  Bertrand  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.  The  fertile  land,  well  titled, 
annually  yields  an  abundant  harvest,  and  the  in- 
dustry, thrift  and  excellent  management  of  the 
owner  of  the  homestead  are  evidenced  by  the  sub- 


stantial improvements,  the  attractive  and  commo- 
dious residence,  the  good  barns  and  outbuildings. 
For  many  years  our  subject  has  been  intimately 
connected  with  the  local  enterprises  and  swift  ad- 
vancement of  the  best  interests  of  Berrien  County. 
He  is  well  known  and  commands  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  old-time  friends  and  fullow- 
townsraen.  John  Curran  was  born  July  29,  1844, 
in  Oswego,  N.  Y.  His  father,  Patrick  Curran,  was 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  a  young  man.  He  settled  in  Oswego 
County  on  a  farm.  He  had  previously  been  mar- 
ried in  Ireland,  where  the  three  eldest  children 
were  born. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Kllen  (Allen)  Cur- 
ran, was,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of  the  Kmor- 
ald  Isle,  The  father  and  mother  made  their  home 
in  Oswego  County  until  they  removed  to  the 
farther  West,  and  in  1846  journeyed  to  Bertrand 
Township,  Berrien  County.  Here  the  father  en- 
tered with  renewed  energy  into  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  and  cultivated  a  farm  for  some  years.  He 
finally  settled  in  Notre  Dame,  Ind.,  where  he  died 
in  Lis  seventy-eighth  year.  His  wife  remained  on 
the  old  homestead  after  his  demise.  She  was  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Our  subject  is  the  fifth  child  and  third 
son  and  was  but  two  ycai-s  of  age  when  lie  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Michigan.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  Bertrand  Township,  and  also  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  instruction  at  Notre  Dame.  Mr. 
Curran  remained  with  his  father  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  and  two  ycare  later,  January 
8,  1865,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lueinda 
Blake,  a  native  of  Indiana  and  born  in  J.isper 
County. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wifescttled  in  Ber- 
trand Township  on  section  16,  and  made  their  home 
there  for  two  years,  then  lemoved  to  their  present 
locality.  Mr.  Curran  in  1868  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  had  at  that  time  but  few  improve- 
ments and  none  of  any  special  value.  The  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curran  has  been  blessed  by  the 
presence  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Mary  F.  is  the  wife  of  James  Welsh,  and 
resides  in  South  Bend,  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind. 
Emma  A.,  Thomas  K.,  Laura,  James  and  Frank  are 
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all  at  liome.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Curi-an  and  tlieir  fam- 
ily are  loading  factors  in  the  social  and  benevo- 
lent enterprises  of  tlieir  locality.  They  are  known 
as  liberal  givers  in  all  matters  tending  to  promote 
the  public  good,  and  are  ever  ready  to  extend  a 
helping  liand  to  others  less  fortunate  than  them- 
selves. Politically,  Mr.  Curran  is  a  Democrat  and 
votes  that  ticket  at  National  elections,  hut  in  lo- 
cal offlces  votes  for  the  best  man  for  the  position, 
i-egardless  of  party  con  si  derations. 


^pSlIOMAS  SPIER.S.  The  prosperity  of  Berrien 
1^^  County,  and  its  liigh  standing  in  the  galaxy 
'^^  of  Michigan  counties,  are  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  people  of  English  birth  or  parent- 
age who  are  residents  here.  Among  those  who 
have  crossed  the  ocean  and  exch.inged  a  home  in 
the  Queen's  dominion  for  one  in  the  Republic  of 
the  United  States,  mention  should  be  made  of  Mr. 
.Spiere.  For  many  years  in  business  at  Benton 
Harbor,  he  now  lives  retii-ed,  and  as  he  possesses  a 
competency  he  hassurrounded  himself  with  .ill  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  son  of  George  and  Mary  Spiers,  our  subject' 
was  bom  in  Gravesend,  Enghmd,  December  21, 
1820,  and  acquired  a  good  practical  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  village.  In  1838,  when 
a  youth  of  eighteen,  he  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Canada,  where  he  served  for  ten  years 
in  the  British  regular  army  in  Quebec.  In  1848 
ho  removed  from  Canada  to  Three  Mile  Bay, 
Jeffei-son  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  worked  at  the 
trade  of  a  tailor,  which  he  had  learned  prior  to 
his  emigration  lo  America. 

Although  not  an  American  by  birth,  Mr.  Spiers 
possessed  the  truest  patriotic  spirit  and  was  roused 
to  action  by  the  attack  on  Ft.  Sumter.  October 
14,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  H, 
Thirty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  and  served  for 
twenty-two  months,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, his  term  of  enlistment  having  expired. 
In  .lanuary,  1864,  he    re-enlisted  as  a    member  of 


the  Second  New  York  Artillery,  and  participated 
in  all  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  the  numer- 
ous engagements  of  Grant's  army.  In  September, 
1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  mustered 
out  of  service  at  Crosby,  N.  Y. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1867,  Mr.  Spiers  settled 
in  Benton  Harbor  and  commenced  to  work  at  his 
trade,  being  the  first  merchant  tailor  in  the  vil- 
lage. He  soon  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  both  in  business  and  social  circles  has  always 
been  quite  popular.  Politically,  lie  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  both  in  local  and  na- 
tional elections  casts  his  ballot  for  the  candidates 
of  that  political  organization.  The  lady  who,  in 
1851,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Spiei-s  was 
Miss  Eliza  Dike,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the 
daughter  of  Charles  Dike,  also  a  native  of  that  State. 
The  fii-st  representatives  of  the  Dike  family  in  the 
United  States  crossed  in  the  -'Mayflower"  and 
thenceforth  they  and  their  descendants  were  close- 
ly connected  with  the  progress  of  their  various 
communities.  Grandfather  Nathan  Dike  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spiers  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Mary,  wife  of  Sylvester  Warner,  residing  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor;  and  Charles  D.,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Thereligious  home 
of  the  family  ia  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  they  are  active  meml>ers. 


^^IDEON  STERNER  was  for  many  yeai-s  a 
((( ,~j  prominent  citizen  of  Cass  County,  but  is 
^3!l  "ow  deceased.  He  was  connected  with  the 
farming  interests  of  Howard  Township  and  owned 
a  fine  farm  on  sections  17  and  18,  where  lie 
engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  of 
direct  German  descent,  his  patenial  grandfather 
having  emigrated  from  the  Fatherland  prior  to 
the  War  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  ho  took  an 
active  part  as  a  Major.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Henry  Sterner,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
there  married  Miss  Susan  Kline,  whose  father  was 
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a  man  of  prominence  and  surveyed  the  country 
from  Philadelphia  to  AUcDtown,  in  Lehigh  Coun- 
ty- 

Unto  Henry  and  Susan  Sterner  thirteen  sons 
were  born  in  succession,  after  wliicli  three  daugli- 
tei'S  were  added  to  the  family.  All  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  with  the  exception  of  one 
son,  who  died  in  childhood.  Our  subject  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth  and  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  in  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  his  birth  occur- 
ring in  November,  1816.  His  youth  was  passed 
somewhat  uneventfully  in  his  native  land,  where 
he  acquired  a  meagre  education.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  he  removed  to  New  York,  where  he 
carried  on  a  general  blacksmith  business  for  aboul 
four  years  in  Dansviiie.  There  he  was  united  in 
■  marriage  with  Rebecca  De  Forest. 

In  1862  Mr.  Sterner  canie  to  Michigan  and  in 
Cass  County  purchased  the  Richard  Meeks  farm  in 
Howard  Townsliip,  where  he  remained  for  ten 
yeai-s.  He  located  on  section  18  during  the  year 
1869,  and  died  here  on  the  20th  of  August,  18!H. 
moui-ned  by  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  his  social 
connections  afilliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  at  Niles.  A  man  of  Cliristian  life 
and  religious  belief,  he  was  for  a  number  of  years 
identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  having  been 
reared  in  the  faitli  of  that  denomination. 

Some  mention  of  the  lite  and  parentage  of  Mrs. 
Sterner  will  not  be  amiss  in  this  connection. 
Triphena  Laniberton  was  horn  in  Howard  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  Midi.,  on  the  farm  where  she 
now  resides,  October  21, 1843.  Her  father,  Henry 
Lamberton,  was  a  native  of  Canada,  and  through- 
out his  entire  life  followed  farming  pursuits.  He 
came  to  Michigan  prior  to  its  admission  into  the 
Union,  and  for  a  time  resided  near  Grand  Eapids, 
in  Kent  County,  wJiere  he  entered  two  hundred 
acres  from  the  Government.  After  residing  there 
a  short  lime,  lie  came  to  Cass  County,  where  he 
lived  until  1883,  He  then  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty and  removed  to  Soutli  Dakota,  where  he  still 
resides.  His  wife  was  Luama,  daugliter  of  William 
Kirk,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Michigan 
during  the  Territorial  days  and  was  among  the 
first  to  settle  in   Cass  County.     He   entered    the 


land  now  constituting  the  farm  belonging  to  Mr. 
Chapin  and  occupied  by  Mr,  Codding.  The 
maternal  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Sterner  was 
James  Kirk,  a  native  of  Scotland,  wlio  after  emi- 
grating to  the  United  States  participated  in  tlie 
Revolutionary  War. 

Henry  and  Luama  Lamberton  were  tlie  parents 
of  two  daughters  and  four  sons,  and  five  of  tiic 
family  grew  to  maturity.  Their  daughter  Triphena 
was  reared  in  the  township  where  she  now  resides, 
and  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  married 
the  subject  of  our  sketch.  Three  daugliters  and 
tbi-ee  sons  blessed  the  union,  of  whom  wc  note  the 
following;  Emma  Luella  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Rogers,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Freight  Department  on 
the  West  Michigan  Railroad  at  Muskegon;  George 
A.  is  a  successful  farmer  of  Howard  Township; 
Arthur  resides  in  St.  John's,  Mich;  Bertlia,  Grace 
and  Carl  remain  with  their  raotlier. 

Mrs.  Sterner  is  the  owner  of  two  valuable  farms 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  one  locati'd 
where  she  now  lives,  and  the  other  in  tlie  same 
township.  Some  of  her  property  she  rents  to  iier 
sons,  while  the  home  place  is  conducted  under  lier 
direct  personal  supervision  and  management.  For 
eighteen  3-ears  prior  to  the  death  of  Mi-.  Sterner, 
she  had  the  entire  charge  of  the  homestead,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  his  ill  health  prevented  him  from 
taking  any  active  part  in  ils  su]iervision. 


^^0^=^ 


^]^ROSPER(>.  HOWE,    the    owner    of   one 

II  JJ)  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres,  compris- 
^1?^     ing  one  of    Herrien  County's  l>est  farms, 

III  was  born  ..near  the  village  of  Clayton, 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  March  26,  1842,  and  is 
the  son  of  Horace  and  Susan  (Clark)  Bowe,  He  is 
of  French  descent,  and  iiis  ancestors  were  for  a 
number  of  generations  residents  of  Connecticut. 
Grandfather  Bowe  removed  from  Connecticut  af- 
ter the  War  of  1812,  and  settled  at  Clayton,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eiglity  years. 
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Ilia  sons  were  Setli,  Henry,  Elijah.  Prosper,  Will- 
iam and  Horace.  One  of  liis  daughters  was  Eliza, 
but  tiie  biographer  has  been  unable  to  learn  the 
names  of  the  other  two.  All  lived  to  a  ripe  old 
age  and  all  reared  families  with  the  exception  of 
Sclh. 

The  father  of  onr  subject,  Horace  Bowe,  was 
boiTi  ill  Connecticut  in  November,  1802,  and  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  New  York,  where  for  a 
time  lie  was  employed  by  the  day.  In  1848  he  re- 
moved to  Watertown,  and  there  resided  until  the 
spring  of  1855,  when  lie  moved  to  Michigan,  mak- 
ing tlie  joiirncj'  via  water  from  Cape  Vincent  to 
Detroit,  tiienee  by  rail  to  Bainbridge  Township, 
Berrien  County.  He  embarked  in  faiming  pur- 
suits and  did  considerable  pioneer  work  in  connec- 
tion with  developing  his  place.  In  1862  he 
bought  thirty  acres  in  Bangor,  Van  Uuren  County, 
this  State,  and  there  remained  until  1880.  In  the 
early  part  of  tliat  year  he  came  to  make  his  home 
with  our  subject,  and  died  here  in  the  following 
November.  His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, died  in  November,    1882,  aged  seventy- 

The  following-named  children  were  born  to 
Horace  and  Susan  Howe:  Harriet,  Mrs.  Hamhn, 
wlio  died  in  Uenton  Harbor;  Mrs.  Asenath  Taft, 
of  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Julia  Minnie,  who  died  in 
Bangor,  Midi.;  Seth,  now  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  who 
served  during  the  late  war  as  a  memtier  of  Com- 
pany D,  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Sharpshooters,  and 
was  discharged  as  Sergeant;  Mrs.  Dorcas  Boyer, 
of  Bangor;  Prosper  O.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Gilbert, 
who  was  a  member  of  Company  D,  Sixty-sixth 
Illinois  Sliarjjshooteis,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
New  Mexico.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chui-ch.  Tlie  father  was  identified  with  the  Wliig 
party  and  later  in  life  affiliated  with  the  Republi- 
cans. The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Seth  Clark,  served  in  the  war  for  independence, 
and  died  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  He  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Asenath  Corbin, 
reared  two  sons.  Chandler  and  Lemuel,  and  four 
daughters,  Doi-cas,  Betsy,  Abbie  and  Susan. 

A  lad  of  about  eiglit  years  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Michigan,  our  subject  was  reared  to 


manhood  in  Berrien  County.  October  17,  1861, 
he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Sixty- 
sixth  Illinois  Sharpshooters,  and  with  his  regiment 
participated  in  many  of  the  most  important  en- 
gagomeTits  of  the  war,  including  the  battles  of  Ft. 
Donclson,  Pittsburg  Landing,  siege  and  battle  of 
Corinth,  and  the  despei'ate  engagement  at  Juka. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  re- 
enlisted  at  Pulaski,  Mich.,  and  afterward  took  part 
in  all  the  battles  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  the  last 
engagement  being  that  at  Bentonville,  N.  C.  He 
served  as  one  of  Sherman 's  bodyguard  to  the 
headquarters  of  Gen.  Johnson. 

During  his  long  service  Mr.  Bowe  was  fortunate, 
in  that  he  escaped  without  receiving  a  serious 
wound.  He  was  captured  at  Danville,  Miss.,  in 
January,  18C3,  and  was  in  prison  for  two  months 
at  Jackson,  Miss.  He  was  one  of  four  hundred 
captui-ed,  of  whom  three  hundred  and  twenty  sur- 
vived their  sixty  days'  confinement.  After  parti- 
cipating in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
he  was  discharged  at  Springfield,  III.,  July  16, 
1865.  It  is  now  his  custom  to  hold  an  annual  re- 
union of  his  company  at  his  place,  and  in  August 
of  this  year  (1893)  there  will  be  a  reunion  of  the 
regiment,  Mr.  Bowe  being  President  of  the  organ- 
ization. 

Returning  from  the  front,  Mr.  Bowe  located  in 
Coloma.  Berrien  County,  where  he  worked  in  a 
sawmill  for  five  years.  In  1867  ho  purchased  six- 
ty-four aei'cs  on  section  14,  on  Lake  Paw  Paw,  and 
there  he  resided  during  the  summer  of  1867.  In 
1870  he  located  permanently  upon  his  present 
farm,  where  he  now  owns  one  liundrcd  and  twen- 
ty-eight aci-es.  Of  this  tract,  ten  acres  are  set  out 
in  apple  trees,  and  six  acres  iu  pear,  peach  and 
cherry  trees.  The  farm  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  best  in  the  county,  and  thi^ough  the  exertions 
of  the  owner  is  kept  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Bowe  served  as 
Township  Treasurer  for  two  yeai-s  and  was  elected 
Supervisor,  but  refused  to  serve  in  that  capacity. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Honor  and 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  was  married 
February  7,  1864,  to  Miss  Jane  Boyer,   who   was 
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born  ill  Baiiibridge  Townshijj,  Beirieii  County, 
Mich.  Hgf  parents,  Austiu  and  Adelia  (Wetmore) 
Boyer,  were  natives  respectively  of  Sullivan  County 
and  Clayton,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  Her  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Peter  Boyer,  was  born  in  Con- 
stantinople, Turkey,  his  lather  being  a  Frenchman 
and  his  mother  of  Enp;lish  birth.  They  emigrated 
to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  where  the  mother  died. 
Afterward  Peter,  who  was  the  only  child  in  the 
family,  came  to  Boston  with  his  father,  and  the 
latter  died  in  that  city  of  cholera.  Subsequently, 
Peter  resided  with  his  uncle,  a  Mr.  Starkweather, 
until  his  aunt  died,  when  he  was  bound  out  to 
William  Williams,  a  Massachusetts  farmei-. 

After  his  marriage  to  Lydia  Fuller,  Peter  Boyer 
removed  to  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y.,  thence  to 
Jefferson  County,  the  same  State,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1844  he  cauie  to  Michigan  and  lived  with  his 
children  in  Berrien  County  until  his  death  in  1844, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  His  widow  survived  him 
for  eight  yeai-s.  They  reared  four  sons  and  thi-ee 
"  daughters,  all  of  whom  married.  The  only  one 
now  living  is  Austin.  Mr.  Boyer  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  was  a  Whig  in  politics. 

In  1844  Austin  Boyer  settled  in  Bainbridge 
Township,  where  he  owned  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres,  and  in  addition  to  that  property  he  owned 
eighty  acres  in  Van  Buren  County,  both  tracts 
having  been  secured  by  exchange  of  land.  A  Re- 
publican in  politics,  he  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  while  residing  here.  In  1852  he  removed 
to  California  and  spent  four  years  engaged  in 
mining  in  the  Golden  State,  meeting  with  good 
suceess  in  this  line  of  work.  He  returned  to 
Michigan,  but  did  not  reside  here  permanently. 
In  1859  he  went  to  Lyon  Countj-,  Kan.,  and  re- 
mained there  for  one  summer.  Upon  his  return 
to  Michigan  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  tor 
a  time,  and  in  1879  removed  to  California,  where 
he  pursued  mining  occupations  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  now  lives  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Bowe. 
Mr,  and  Mrs,  Bowe  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Anna  E,,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  Hunt;  Harriet,  Mrs,  W,  C.  Spreen;  Mary, 
who  married  Byron  Pierce;  Lizzie,  Myrtie,  Nellie, 
Julia  and  Lucy,  who  are  at  home  and  are  accom- 


plished and  popular  young  ladies.  With  his  wife 
and  four  daughters,  Mr.  Bowe  holds  membership 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  always  in- 
terested in  religious  enterprises,  which  ho  aids  to 
the  extent  of  his  ability. 


J  I  Oil  N  JOHNSON,  Throughout  Berrien 
County  there  are  few  names  so  well  known 
as  that  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  recent  incum- 
bent of  one  of  the  most  important  ollioial 
positions  within  the  gift  of  the  people.  As  Sheriff 
be  displayed  the  possession  of  great  decision  and 
firmness  of  character,  keenness  of  perception  and 
shrewd  discrimination.  In  private  life  his  char- 
acter is  above  reproach.  Through  his  business  en- 
terprises he  has  achieved  success.  He  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
the  management  of  which  he  personally  superin- 
tends.    This  is  located  in  Berrien  Township. 

Mr,  Johnson  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  the 
county  whci-e  he  now  makes  his  home.  His  father, 
John  Johnson,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  l«03,  being 
the  son  of  John  Johnson,  a  Virginian  by  birlh  and 
of  Irish  descent.  In  1828,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  became  to  Michigan  and,  purchasing!!  furin 
in  Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County,  commenced 
the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  the  place.  As 
the  years  passed  by,  he  had  the  gratification  of 
witnessing  the  results  of  his  unceasing  toil,  and  his 
estate  was  among  the  best  in  the  county.  Honest 
and  upright,  irrepioacliable  in  conduct  and  un- 
wavering in  principle,  he  occupied  a  high  place  in 
the  community,  and  his  demise,  which  occurred  in 
1884,  was  deeply  mourned  as  a  public  loss.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Lybrook,  and 
who  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1803,  passed  from 
the  scenes  of  earth  in  1876, 

The  youngest  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  four 
daughters  and  four  sons,  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice  was  t)Orn  in  Berrien  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1845. 
His  early  life  was  passed  amid  the  pioneer  scenes 
of  the  county,  and  his  education  was  limited  to  the 
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pioneer  schools  of  that  day.  Early  trained  to 
Imbits  of  uaefiilnoss,  lie  aided  his  fatlier  on  the 
farm  and  followed  ajjiicultnral  operations  on  the 
old  honiostead.  In  1890,  having  been  elected  to 
the  [xeition  of  Sheriff  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
he  removed  to  lienien  Springs,  whei-e  he  resided 
until  tlie  exiiiration  of  his  term  of  office,  when  be 
purchased  the  furnitnre  establishment  owned  by 
John  TIdderbiTind,and  in  partnership  witli  his  son, 
Henry  B.,  has  since  coiidiiclcd  a  pi-osperous  busi- 
ness, the  firm  name  being  J.  Jolmson  &  Son. 

Octolier  28,  1868,  occurred  the  marriage  of  John 
Johnson  and  Miss  Marie  Kartholomew,  the  young- 
est daughter  of  l>r.  S.  C.  Bartholomew,  a  promi- 
nent piiysician  of  Berrien  County.  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  but 
four  died  in  infancy,  and  the  only  survivor  is 
Henry  II.,  a  young  m.in  of  groat  promise  and  now 
associated  in  business  with  his  father.  In  Jiis 
fraternal  relations  our  subject  is  an  active  member 
of  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  39,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at 
Berrien  Springs,  and  St  Joseph  Valley  Chapter, 
!i.  A.  M. 


,1         I  NRY  S  RUNKLE,aprominentcitizenand 

llJi]  te  -prising  general  agriculturist,  owning 
J^^         1  nndsome   acreage  of  valuable  farming 

l^  1  oierty  in  Cass  County,  Micli.,  was  born 
se  ton  ID,  Milton  Township  March  13,  1857. 
O  3  1  je  t  is  the  son  of  Cool  and  Margaret  (Wil- 
son) Runkle,  early  settlers  of  Cass  County.  The 
Runkles  arc  of  German  descent,  and  Adam  Run- 
kle, the  paternal  grandfather,  was  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  the  Fatherland.  An  earnest  and  in- 
telligent man,  he  appreciated  the  advantages  of- 
fered by  American  citizenship  and  emigrated  to 
America,  locating  in  the  Stateof  New  Jersey.  The 
paternal  grandparents  later  made  their  home  in 
the  Quaker  State,  and  finally  settled  near  Morris- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  where  they  died.  Six  children  blessed 
their  home.  The  sons,  four  in  number,  were  Cool 
B.,  Henry,  John  and  Uichard,     Tlic  daughters  were 


Sarah,  Matilda,  Euphemia  and  Anna.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  the  eldest  of  the  brothers,  was  born 
in  New  York  in  1817. 

Cool  B.  Runkle,  attaining  to  manhood,  entered 
into  the  bonds  of  matrimony  and  was  thrice  mar- 
ried, Ilis  second  wife  was  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject. She  was  the  daughter  of  James  Wilson,  who 
was  a  Pennsylvania  farmer  and  of  direct  Scotch 
ancestry.  The  maternal  grandmoUierof  Mr.  Run- 
kle, Mrs.  Margaret  (Haslett)  Wilson,  survived  her 
husb.and  and  married  agjiin.  After  tlie  death  of 
her  second  companion  she  removed  to  Michigan 
and  made  the  long  journey  by  wagon.  A  woman 
of  courageous  endurance  and  fine  character,  she 
yet  survives  and  is  hale  and  hearty.  Of  her  three 
daughters,  Margaret,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  the  eldest.  Mi-s.  Margaret  (Wilson)  Runkle 
was  the  mother  of  five  children.  The  four  who 
lived  to  adult  age  were  Margaret  Kingsley,  Will- 
iam A.,  Henry  S.,  and  Ida  S.  (deceased).  The 
mother  of  these  sons  and  daughters  passed  away 
in  1882,  beloved  and  mourned  by  all  who  knew 
her.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  throughout  her  life  was  interested  in  the  so- 
cial and  benevolent  enterprises  of  her  home  lo- 

The  father  of  Henry  Runkle  removed  with  his 
family  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  the  winter  of 
1844,  and  has  been  greatly  prospered,  now  being 
numbered  among  the  substantial  and  moneyed  men 
of  Milton  Township,  and  estimated  by  many  lo 
possess  the  largest  share  of  worldly  goods  of  any 
citizen  in  his  locality.  In  common  with  other 
members  of  his  father's  family  our  subject  received 
his  schooling  in  his  home  district.  He  was  early 
trained  into  tlie  routine  of  farming  work,  and  at 
twenty-one  years  of  age  began  life  for  himself  by 
tilling  a  portion  of  his  father's  homestead.  In  the 
spring  of  1883,  Mr.  Runkle  located  upon  sixty 
acres  on  section  18,  Ontwa  Township,  where  lie 
now  resides.  He  also  purchased  at  the  same  time 
forty  acres.  He  has  since  bouglit  four  other  farms 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Cass  County, 
making  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  he  had 
accumulated.  Henry  S.  Runkle  and  Miss  Addie 
Smith  were  united  in  marriage  Mareh  25,  1880, 
Mrs.  Runkle  is  a  native  of  Milton  Township,  and 
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is  the  daughter  of  Canon  and  Sarah  (Dunning) 
Smith,  Mr.  ^'^mith  Is  a  pioneer  farmer  of  the  town- 
ship, and  originally  came  from  Delaware.  The 
home  of  our  subject  has  been  blessed  by  tlie  birth 
of  tliree  children;  Ida  A.,  Henry  L.  and  William 
C.  Ambitious  and  energetic,  Mr,  Runklo  has 
sttadily  won  his  upward  way,  and,  liuancially  pros- 
pered, occupies  an  enviable  position  in  the  social 
and  business  circles  of  his  home  locality  and  en- 
joj's  the  best  wishes  and  high  esteem  of  many  life- 
time friends. 


"S^sJ^tD^gj^M*- 


El  MANUEL  G.  EBY,  a  successful  business 
man  of  Three  Oaks,  was  born  in  Charles- 
il  ton,  Va.,  March  12,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  Eby.  His  fatiier  was  born  and  reared  in 
the  Old  Dominion,  and  there  married  Miss  Jane, 
daughter  of  Adam  Grubb,  both  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia, About  1832  they  moved  West  toOhioand 
located  in  Springfield,  wliere  Mr.  Eby  followed  tlie 
occupation  of  a  farmer  and  also  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  other  business.  He  remained  a  resi- 
dent of  Springfield  until  bis  death,  which  occurred 
in  1872.  His  wife  passed  from  earth  two  years 
after  bis  demise. 

There  were  born  of  the  union  of  William  and 
Jane  Eby  eight  children,  of  whom  six  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood,  and  are  now  living. 
They  are:  William,  who  is  book-keeper  for  a  cof- 
fee house  in  Columbus,  Ohio;  Catherine,  the  wife 
of  James  Johnson,  a  carpenter  of  Springfield,  Ohio; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Daniel  Smith,  pastor  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  at  Mansfield,  Ohio;  E,  G.; 
Wiiliam  and  Maria.  Louis,  a  saddler  by  trade, 
died  at  Springfield,  Ohio;  and  Maria,  Mrs.  John 
M.  Newkirk,  died  in  St,  Louis,  Mo.  The  father 
of  this  family  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and 
held  a  number  of  local  positions,  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  and  also  as  Overseer 
of  the  Poor.  He  wasoneof  the  pioneereof  Spring- 
field and  was  prominently  connected  with  its  best 
interests. 

Tbe  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  Spring- 


field, and  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
that  city.  At  tbe  age  of  sixteen  be  commenced  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker  under  Peter 
Moody,  and  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Spring- 
field until  1868.  At  that  time,  accompanied  by 
his  family,  he  removed  to  Michigan  and,  locating 
in  Three  Oaks,  embarked  in  the  harness  business. 
He  has  since  been  engaged  in  this  line  and  has 
met  with  success,  being  a  man  of  good  judgment, 
excellent  capabilities  and  sound  common-sense. 
He  carries  a  complete  stock  of  harness,  whips,  etc., 
and  has  a  large  trade  from  the  people  of  Three 
Oaks  and  the  surrounding  country. 

At  Elgin,  III.,  in  1854,  occurred  tbe  marriage  of 
Mr.  Eby  to  Miss  Sophia  M.,  the  daughter  of  Jasper 
Peet,  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  a 
prominent  stove  dealer  in  Springfield.  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Eby  was  also  born  in  New  York,  and  was  there 
reared  to  womanhood,  removing  to  Springfield, 
Ohio,  with  ber  parente  in  1849.  Mr.  Eby  has  a 
family  of  two  children:  Flora  L.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Sidney  A.  Munger,  a  Jeweler  residing  in  Sturgis, 
Mich.;  and  P^dward  K.,  wlio  is  in  the  employ  of 
tbe  Mackinaw  Railroad,  being  agent  at  Gaylord, 
Mich.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Eby  has 
served  as  a  member  of  tbe  City  Council  for  sev- 
eral years  and  is  slill  olliciating  in  that  capacity. 
He  has  rendered  ettlcient  service  as  a  member  of 
the  Hoard  of  Education,  and  has  been  Treasurer  of 
the  town  for  a  number  of  years.  Socially,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has 
held  several  offices  in  the  lodge.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  tbe  Congregational  Church  and 
are  liberal  contributors  to  religious  enterprises. 


^t  DAMS  YUND,  the  owner  of  one  of  St.  Jo- 
W(l\    sejili   Township's   fine  fruit  farms,  and  a 
/jfrifc    prominent  citizen  of  Berrien  County,  w«s 
^  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  on   tlie  19th 

of  December,  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Yund,  . 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  removed  to  New 
York  State  in  his  childhood,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Yates  County,  hia  youth  being  devoted 
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mftinly  to  farm  work.  In  the  Etii[>ire  State  he 
mflri'ied  Miss  Deborah,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Put- 
ney, aud  llie  young  couple,  locuting  in  Yates 
County,  made  it  their  home  until  18S3,  During 
thnt  year  tliey  removed  to  Michigan  and  made 
settlement  in  liainbridge  Township,  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, wlierc  Mr.  Ynnd  purctiased  a  tract  of  land. 
This  he  cleared  and  improved  and  devoted  to 
agricultural  purposes,  and  at  the  present  time 
(1803)  he  slill  makes  it  his  home,  having  now  at- 
tained fi  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

In  tlie  parental  family  there  were  four  children; 
Adams;  Eleanor  ,1.,  the  wife  of  W.  Petei-s,  a  resi- 
dent of  St.  Joseph  Township;  Phili|)  -lames,  wlio 
is  a  farmer  of  Bainbridge  Township;  and  Charles 
Aaron,  who  is  a  railroad  employe.  At  the  age  of 
six  yeni-3,  our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Mieliigan,  and  gi-ew  to  manhood  upon  his  father's 
farm  in  Bainbridge  Township.  In  his  youth  he 
was  the  recipient  of  common-school  advantages, 
and  the  l«iowIedge  acquired  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  his  instructors  ha?  been  supplemented  by 
a  general  coui'se  of  reading  and  close  observation, 
so  that  he  is  uow  a  well-informed  man. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Yiind  occurred  October  7, 
1868,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Clara,  daughter 
of  Harvey  Austin,  a  prominent  resident  of  Cal- 
houn County,  Mich.  Mrs.  Yiind  was  born  in  the 
same  county,  where,  with  the  aid  of  fair  educa- 
tional advantagesand  wise  training  on  the  part  of 
her  parents,  she  grow  to  a  noble  womanhood,  well 
titted  to  become  the  elllcieut  helpmate  of  her  hus- 
band. For  five  years  following  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Yund  resided  in  Kecler  Township,  Van  Buren 
County,  where  he  operated  land  whioli  he  had 
purchased.  Upon  coming  to  Berrien  County,  he 
bought  his  present  property,  in  1873, and  through 
the  improvements  which  he  has  added,  has  ma- 
terially increased  the  value  of  the  place. 

The  deepest  bereavement  of  Mr.  Yund's  mar- 
ried life  was  the  loss  of  his  son,  Irving  11.,  his 
only  child,  a  bright  and  promising  young  man 
twenty-two  yeai-s  of  age,  wlio  was  killed  at  Minn- 
eapolis, Minn.,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1892. 
Just  prior  to  his  death  he  had  been  appointed  con- 
ductor on  the  Great  Northern  Railroad,  and  while 
his  car  was  passinj^  through  a  covered  bridge  he 


was  struck  by  the  bridge  and  almost  instanta- 
neously killed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yund  occupy  a  high 
position  socially,  and  are  held  in  the  highest  re- 
gard by  their  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  They 
are  people  possessing  genuine  worth  of  character 
and  high  nobility. 

The  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Yund  consists  of 
ten  acres  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  all  varieties  of  small  fruits. 
A  Republican  politically,  he  has  served  as  High- 
way Commissioner,  and  filled  other  iocal  positions 
of  trust.  He,  however,  is  not  solicitous  of  public 
oflice,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  exclu- 
sively to  his  business.  In  his  social  relations,  he 
is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  belonging  to  Bennett  Lodge  at  St.  Joseph, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  tlie  encampment. 


>-=^^^m^^^^m^-  ■ 


\»?^.  UGKNE  W.  CRIBBS,  an  intluentia!  citizen 
ILg  of  Benton  Township  and  one  of  the 
JL^  prominent  men  of  southwestern  Michigan, 
was  born  in  Berrien  County,  Mieh.,  June  7,  1845, 
and  is  of  German  descent  on  his  father's  side.  His 
father,  Jacob,  was  the  son  of  George  Cribbs  and 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Berrien  County, 
coming  hither  in  the  pioneer  days  and  becoming 
closely  associated  with  the  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  this  part  of  the  State.  His  occupation 
was  that  of  a  farmer,  and  although  he  never  gained 
great  wealth  through  his  agricultural  operations, 
yet  he  secured  a  competency  and  was  enabled  to 
surround  his  family  with  the  comforts  of  life.  His 
wife  was  Janett  H.  McKeyes,  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  a  daughter  of  iSamuel  McKeyes,  who  lo- 
cated in  Berrien  County  in  1830. 

In  the  schools  of  Berrien  County  our  subject 
gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  "tliree  R's," 
and  by  subsequent  reading  and  tlie  exercise  of 
close  observation  he  acquired  a  broad  and  liberal 
knowledge  of  men  aud  things.  Upon  reaching  his 
majority,  he  engaged  in  the  buying  and  sliipping 
of  stock,  and  continued  in  that  business  until  1880. 
During  that  year  he  removed  to  Van  Buren  County 
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and, locating  upon  a  farm  there,  commenced  to  till 
the  soil,  and  in  addition  to  Hcncral  farming  opera- 
tions he  also  was  extensively  occupied  as  &  stock- 
raiser.  For  ten  years  he  resided  in  tljat  county, 
where  he  became  well  known  aa  a  successful  farmer 
and  enterprising  citizen.  In  1890  he  came  to  the 
place  he  now  occupies,  just  outside  of  the  city 
limits  of  Kenton  Hni'boi',  and  has  since  made  his 
home  in  this  place,  being  now  engaged  in  business 
as  a  breeder  of  trotting-horacs.  He  owns  a  num- 
ber of  fine  horses,  which  he  has  raised  and  trained. 

When  less  tlian  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Cribbs 
enlisted  in  1864  as  a  member  of  the  United  States 
army,  belonging  to  the  Sixteenth  Micliigan  Infan- 
try, which  was  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Array  Crops. 
He  i-endered  faithful  and  efficient  service  in  defense 
of  tlie  Union  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
was  mustered  outat  Philadelphia,  Pa.  PoSiticailj, 
he  makes  it  Ids  constant  aim  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Kepublican  party,  of  which  he  is  an  in- 
fluential member.  An  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  he  may  always  be  relied  upon  to 
give  his  support  toward  the  measures  calculated  to 
advance  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Crihbs  has  a  comfortable  home  on  the  corner 
of  lirittaiu  and  Fair  Avenues  and  is  also  the  owner 
of  other  real  estate.  He  was  married  October  16, 
1866,  to  Miss  Nettie,  d.auglitcr  of  James  and  Ann 
(Putney)  Peters,  natives  of  New  York.  Mrs. 
Cribbs  is  also  a  native  of  the  same  State.  Three 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Jennie  It., 
wife  of  Irving  Evans  and  a  resident  of  Atliens, 
III.;  Ernest  E.  and  Willard  C. 


JOHN  J.  BROOKS,  a  prosperous  farmer  re- 
siding in  Watcrvliet  Township,  Berrien 
County,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  June 
24,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Christopher  and 
Eliza  (Nobles)  Brooks.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Brooks,  was  born  in  tlie  North  of  Ireland, 
whence  about  1826  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Ontario,  Canada,  locating  with 
bis  son  John  upon  a  f.ii-ni,  where  he  remained  until 


his  death.  In  religion,  he  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  wjis 
a  man  of  earnest  life  and  character. 

Christopher  Brooks  was  born  in  Ireland  and  ac- 
companied his  father  to  America,  where  he  settled 
in  Burlington,  Vt.  Later  he  removed  to  Richmond, 
and  thence  toJericho,Vt.,  where  bis  death  occurred 
in  1885,  at  the  age  of  four-seore  years  and  two. 
He  was  three  times  married.  Of  his  first  union  ten 
children  were  born,  of  whom  the  following  were 
reared  to  manhood  and  womanhoodr  Mary,  Mar- 
garet, Noble,  James.  Christopher,  John  and  Thomas. 
William  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  The  second 
wife  of  Christopher  Brooks  was  a  Mrs.  Stockwell, 
who  bore  him  one  child,  Eliza.  Afterward  he  was 
united  with  Mrs.  Mary  Morehead,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children,  Isaac,  llenry, 
and  Columbia,  who  died  in  childliood. 

The  first  wife  of  Christopher  Brooks  was  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Ireland, 
.ind  died  in  Vermont  in  1839.  In  her  religious 
affiliations,  she  belonged  to  the  Metliodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  with  which  Mr.  Brooks  was  also  iden- 
tified. At  the  age  of  eleven  years  our  subject  left 
home  and  has  earned  his  support  since  that  early 
age.  Until  he  was  fourteen  he  made  his  home  with 
William  Williams,  for  whom  he  worked  for  his 
board  and  clothes.  Afterward  he  worked  for  wages 
until  he  was  twenty-seven,  when  he  commenced  to 
work  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter.  He  followed 
that  occupation  until  1865,  and  since  that  time  has 
devoted  his  attention  to  agriculture. 

In  1854,  Mr.  Brooks  moved  to  Massachusetts  and 
three  years  later  he  sought  a  home  in  the  far  West,  as 
Michigan  was  then  considered.  He  went  fii-st  to  I'aw 
Paw,  and  from  there  moved  to  Watervliet  Town- 
ship in  1856.  He  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  public  matters  of  interest  and  importance  in 
this  township,  and  is  one  of  its  enterprising  and 
popular  citizens.  Formerly  he  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  but  since  1884  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  has  filled  a  number 
of  township  olliees  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

The  fii-st  marriage  of  Mr.  Brooks  united  him 
with  Miss  Evniine  Redding,  who  was  born  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  Ind.,  being  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
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Jamos  Redding,  a  minister  in  tii<>  Motliodist  Epis- 
coi>al  Clinroli.  Uiie  child  was  born  of  the  union, 
Minnie  E.,  wife  of  J.-inies  Herron.  Mi-s.  Evaline 
Brooks  died  in  June,  1864.  Mr.  Brooks  was  aftei- 
ward  ag'ain  married,  choosing  as  his  wife  Mrs.  Mary 
Lincoln,  a  native  of  Morgan  County,  Ohio.  Her 
first  husband,  Charles  Lincoln,  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  the  Union  during  the  late  war,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  tlie  Fourth  Michigan  Infantry, 
and  died  while  in  active  service  on  New  Year's 
Day,  1863.  Mrs,  Lincoln  is  the  daughter  of  Uriah 
and  Phebe  B.  (Wilks)  Harris,  her  father  being  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  Watervliet 
Townshi|>  in  1850  and  here  died.  Mr.  Braoks  and 
his  accomplished  wife  are  people  of  high  standing 
in  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  thronghoiit 
the  entire  community'. 


\t^  J)W1N  S.  ANTISDALE,  B.  S..  M.  D.  This 
1^  well-known  physician  and  sui'geon,  residing 
/l'-^-  at  Bentou  Harbor,  is  a  successful  general 
practitioner  and  makes  a  si^ecialty  of  diseases  of 
the  car,  eye,  nose  and  tUroat,  in  the  treatment  of 
which  he  has  won  eminence  and  well-earned  suc- 
cess. He  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  having  been 
born  on  the  17th  of  May,  18C1.  The  Antisdale 
family  originated  in  Scotland,  whence  in  an  early 
,  day  ineinbei-8  of  it  emigrated  to  the  United  Stales 
and  settled  in  New  York.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Pevez  Antisdale,  was  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and  there  spent  liis  entire  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  boru  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  re- 
ceiving good  educational  advantages.  He  was  an 
accomplished  educator  and  held  State  life  certifi- 
cates from  both  New  York  and  Michigan.  In 
181)2  he  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Branch  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
most  ol  the  time.  However,  lie  was  employed  as 
Principal  of  the  High  School  and  County  Super- 
intendent. He  married  Miss  Lucy  M.,  daughter 
of  Sylvester  Soutliworth,  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  a  descendant  of   a  long  line  of    worthy  fore- 


fathers.    His  ancestors  weie  English    people  and 

the  family  was  represented  among  those  who  came 
to  America  in  the  "Mayflower." 

In  the  place  of  his  birth,  Manchester,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  passed  the  first  year  of 
his  life.  Thence  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  residing  for  a  time  in  Branch  County 
and  removing  thence  to  St,  Joseph  County.  He 
carried  on  his  studies  at  the  Union  School  of 
Centreville  and  later  spent  one  year  at  the  Hud- 
son River  Institute,  located  at  Claverack,  N.  Y. 
From  that  school  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  for 
four  years  lie  wsis  a  student  in  the  Agricultural 
College  at  lousing.  During  liis  spare  moments, 
he  was  employed  in  reading  medicine,  for  he  had 
determined  upon  following  the  medical  profession. 
In  1885  he  was  graduated  from  the  Agricultural 
College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 

At  the  close  of  his  collegiate  course,  Dr.  Antis- 
dale entered  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1890.  Immediately  afterward 
he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Berrien  Centre,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
From  that  place  he  removed  to  Berrien  Springs 
and  conducted  an  extensive  practice  there  until  in 
January,  1893,  when,  realizing  that  he  should  seek 
a  broader  field  for  practice,  he  came  to  Benton 
Harbor  and  has  since  made  this  city  his  home.  Al- 
though he  has  removed  from  Berrien  Springs,  his 
patients  there  have  been  so  loth  to  resign  his  ser- 
vices that  he  has  decided  to  devote  one  or  two 
days  of  every  week  to  his  practice  in  that  village. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Kalamazoo  Academy  of 
Medicine  and  keeps  abreast  with  every  advance- 
ment in  therapeutics. 

The  marriage  of  the  Doctor,  June  21,  1888, 
united  htm  with  Miss  Helen  R.,  daughter  of  J,  H. 
Gardner,  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Antisdale  was  endowed  with  high  capabili- 
ties and  withal  possessed  a  wonderful  wealth  of 
good  common-sense.  She  possessed  a  keen  sense  of 
justice,  with  courage  at  all  times  to  defend  it,  and 
a  natural  refinement  of  manners  that  was  notice- 
able at  all  times.  She  was  a  graduate  of  the  Slate 
Normal  at  Ypsilanti,  and  subsequently  graduated 
from  Ingham  University  at  LeRoy,  N.  Y.,  in  which 
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latter  college  shu  for  four  jeiirs  filled  the  chair  of 
Professor  of  Mathematics.  Her  Hcatli  in  1891 
was  a  source  of  most  sincere  sorrow  to  her  ac- 
quaintances, but  fell  most  heavily  upon  the  be- 
reaved husband  and  daughter  Helen.  Dr.  Antis- 
dale  takes  a  coirmeudable  interest  in  all  public 
matters  and  is  a  stalwart  Kcpubhcan  in  bis  polit- 
ical belief.  He  holds  fraternal  relations  with 
Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  cha|>ter  and  coramandery 
at  Niles. 


Jy  OSEPH  R.  FEUUY,  a  jnaii  of  native  ihilitv 
j  and  energy,  and  a  pvominenl  geneial  agii 
i  cniturist  of  Berrien  County,  Mich  has 
/  been  a  resident  of  Pii>estone  Townahip  his 
entire  life,  and  since  his  birtli,  June  6,  1852  has 
been  intimately  associated  witlt  the  piogicss  and 
liistory  of  this  part  of  the  State.  His  present 
home  upon  section  27  is  wiLJiin  easy  distance  of 
his  birthplace,  the  old  Ferry  homestead,  one  of 
the  landmarks  of  pioneer  days.  Our  subject  is  a 
son  of  Robert  JVry,  deceased,  a  man  of  indomi- 
table will,  persevering  industry  and  high  business 
ability,  wliu  met  the  trials  of  life  and  overcame 
difflculties  with  earnest,  purpose  and  attained  to 
financial  success.  The  father,  entirely  self-edu- 
cated and  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  self-made 
man,  was  a  leading  factor  in  the  upbuilding  and 
rapid  advancement  of  the  township  of  Pipeslooe, 
which  he  helped  to  organize  and  develop.  Born 
upon  tlie  old  farm,  Joseph  R.  Ferry  was  trained 
to  careful  habits  of  thrift  and  intelligent  in- 
dustry, and  throughout  his  ehildhood  attended 
the  Ferry  schooihouse,  and  there  laid  the  broad 
foundation  of  an  education  he  afterward  com- 
pleted by  a  course  of  study  (commercial)  in  the 
college  at  Notre  Dame,  Ind. 

After  two  years  well  spent  in  that  celebrated 
institution,  Mr.  Ferry  returned  home  and  at  once 
engaged  in  the  daily  routine  of  farming  duties. 
In  1879,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Esther  0.  Jenkins,  a  daugliter  of  Calvin  Jenkins, 


an  old  and  highly  respected  i-esident  of  Berrien 
County,  Berrien  Township.  Mi-s.  Ferry  was  born 
in  1863,  in  Berrien  Springs,  Our  subject  and  his 
accomplished  wife  located  upon  the  farm  where 
they  now  live  in  1880.  One  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  then 
under  cultivation,  and  since  the  entire  acreage, 
now  brought  into  a  high  state  of  productiveness, 
annually  yields  a  bounteous  harvest.  In  1888 
Mr.  Ferry  built  his  fine  residence,  at  a  cost  of 
$2,300.  The  other  improvements  of  the  farm  cor- 
respond in  value,  the  barns  being  substantial  and 
commodious.  The  original  acreage  has  been  in- 
ueascd  to  two  hundred  and  ten,  and  the  home- 
stead with  its  well-tilled  fields  and  handsome 
giounda  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  Pipe- 
stone lownship. 

Mis  Esther  Ferry,  now  deceased,  was  the 
mothei  of  two  children,  who  survive  her  death: 
India  J  eleven  years  of  age,  and  Mary  E.,  ten 
jearsold  Our  subject,  again  entering  wedlock, 
maiiied  November  30,  1889,  Mi's.  Fredcnca  S. 
(Lovell)  Wood,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  V.  anfl 
Delia  S,  (Keeler)  Lovell,  both  natives  of  New 
York.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Ferry  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  a  very  iiaiiy  day,  and  settled  in  .Silver 
Creek  Township  with  their  resjwctive  families, 
and  were  later  inardeil  in  fortage,  Wis.,  and  then 
located  in  Columbia  Connty,  of  the  Badger  State, 
but  returned  to  Michigan  in  1870,  and  lived  in 
Van  Buren,  Cass  County,  and  in  Berrien  County, 
Mr.  Lovell  now  being  engaged  in  business  in  Ean^ 
Claire,  running  a  sawmill.  Of  their  three  chil- 
dren, two  survive:  Mrs.  Ferry  and  General  U.  S.  G. 
Mrs.  Ferry,  wlio  was  born  May  7,  1867,  in  Co- 
lumbia County,  Wis.,  was  educated  in  various 
schools,  and  is  a  lady  of  ability  and  worth.  She 
was  early  married  to  Mr,  Wood,  and  bore  him  on.e 
child,  J.  F.  n.  Wood.  No  children  have  been 
born  unto  this  second  union. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber and  was  Junior  Deacon  of  the  lodge  at  Berrien 
Springs.  He  was  elected  Junior  Warden,  and  also 
alliliatea  with  the  chapter  at  Dowagiac.  He  is 
likewise  connected  with  tiie  Uoyal  Arcanum,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  lodge  at  ii>;nton   Harbor.     Po- 
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litically,  lie  is  a  Demoucat,  bdl,  wliile  a  public- 
spirited  uilizeii,  lias  never  asiiired  to  ottice.  Our 
subject  is,  iiowever,  a  stron}^  friend  to  educa- 
tional advancement,  and  lias  j^ivcn  faithful  and 
etiicieiit  service  as  Scliool  Inspector,  and  as 
Director  of  the  Scliool  Distvict  for  six  years  did 
luuoli  to  improve  and  stiinulate  to  higher  excell- 
ence the  methods  of  instruction  and  grades  of 
scholarship.  The  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Ferry  ex- 
tends over  a  large  part  of  his  native  State,  but  es- 
pecially is  he  known  and  esteemed  by  a  large  cir- 
cle of  friends  throughout  Berrien  County,  where 
he  is  appreciated  as  a  substantial  citizen,  ever 
ready  to  assist  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  local 
growth  and  enterjirise. 


^^    G.  COPLEY.     In  order  to  perpetuate  for 
(@0     coming  generations  the  record  of  one  who 
///  IS    was  very  prominently  connected  with  the 
i^C  early  days  of  Cass  County,  a  brief  account 

of  the  life  of  Ebenezer  Copley,  father  of  our 
subject,  is  placed  on  Ibe  pages  of  this  Uecouo.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  settlere  of  this  part  of  the 
State  and  for  many  years  was  closely  identified 
with  its  development  and  progiess.  Grandfather 
Copley  was  a  native  of  England,  and  came  to 
America  over  one  hundred  yeai-s  ago.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  American  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  while  trying  to  escape  frojo  capture  by 
the  British  army,  crossed  tlie  Connecticut  River  in 
a  small  boat,  which  was  capsized  and  he  drowned. 
Ebenezer  Coplev  was  born  in  the  Nutmeg 
State,  but  after  reaching'  mature  yeai-a  went  to 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Annis  Allwrt,  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and  of  Welsh  descent.  For  many 
years  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  but  in 
connection  was  also  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
drafted  in  the  War  of  1812.  About  1835  became 
to  Michigan,  and  settled  on  section  13,  where  he 
entered  eighty  acres  of  Government  land.  This 
land  was  ivild  and  settlers  few  and  far  between,  but 
with  perseverance  and    energy    he   worked  away 


and  soon  had  a  comfortable  home.  He  built  a 
frame  house  shortly  after  settling  on  his  farm,  and 
this  was  considered  something  at  that  time,  for  lug 
houses  were  the  rule.  This  worthy  pioneer 
passed  away  in  1842,  and  his  wife  in  1848.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  them,  only  four  of  whom 
are  now  living,  three  besides  our  subject.  Thomas 
N.  resides  in  Decatur,  Mich.;  Ebenezer  makes  his 
home  in  Wayne  Township;  and  John  J,  in  Wex- 
ford County. 

On  the  lOth  of  August,  1815,in  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.,  occurred  the  birth  of  our  subject.  He  gi-ew 
to  sturdy  manhood  on  the  farm  in  his  native 
State  and  during  his  youthful  days  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  county.  As  soon  as  he 
could  earn  a  shilling  a  day  he  began  working  out, 
and  for  some  time  received  but  $3  a  month,  and 
never  more  than  $7.  lie  also  assisted  his  father  in 
making  a  living  until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
when  he  started  out  to  m.ake  his  own  way  in  life. 
The  fertile  soil  in  Michigan  tempted  him  to  wan- 
der in  that  direction,  and  in  1834,  alone  and  on 
foot,  lie  readied  that  State.  For  some  time  he 
made  his  home  with  his  nncle,  the  father  of  Hon. 
A.  B.  Cople}',  of  Decatur,  Mich.,  working  out  by 
the  year,  but  in  1835  lie  went  to  Big  Prairie 
Ronde,  in  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  harvesting. 

Returning  to  Cass  County  in  company  with 
David  Baldwin  and  Stephen  and  Jonathan  Bunker, 
he  broke  two  hundred  acres  of  bottom  land  at 
Lyonstown,  at  the  mouth  of  Maple  River.  After 
this  he  worked  out  and  rented  farms.  In  the  year 
1 844  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  Beebe,  a 
daughter  of  Marti  n  Beebe,  who  was  an  early  settler 
hei-c  from  the  Empire  State.  Following  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Copley  settled  on  land  belonging  to  his 
uncle,  remained  on  it  for  some  time,  and  after  the 
death  of  bis  mother  he  bought  out  the  heirs  and 
settled  on  his  present  farm.  In  the  year  1852  his 
wife  died,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  Of  the 
four  children  born  to  them  only  one  is  now  living, 
Gilbert  C,  who  married  Miss  Melva  Hammond, 
and  now  i-esides  in  Nebraska.  In  the  year  1868 
Mr.  Copley  married  Miss  Eliza  Foglesong,  a  native 
of  Springfield,  Ohio,  born  July  19,  1842. 

Her  parents,  John  and  Ann  Eliza  (Renton)  Fog- 
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leaong,  were  natives  of  Ohio  nnd  New  Jersey 
respectively.  They  were  niai'i'ied  in  Xenia,  Ohio, 
but  afterwards  settled  in  Greene  County,  that 
State,  wliere  in  connection  witli  otiicr  occupations 
he  WHS  engaged  in  farming.  In  tlic  year  1857  he 
came  lo  Michigan,  settled  on  section  14,  Volinia 
Townshi|),  and  remained  there  nine  years.  From 
there  be  moved  to  Scott  County,  III.,  but  after  a 
residence  there  of  one  year  moved  to  Bangor, 
Mich.  Selling  out  at  that  place  a  few  years  later, 
he  bought  forty  acres  in  Van  Buren  County,  and 
died  there  in  1879.  Mre.  Foglcsoug  still  suivivcs 
and  resides  at  Portland,  Ore.  Ten  children  were 
born  to  them,  six  of  whom  are  living;  Katie,  Mrs. 
Co|j|ey,  Mary,  i'rndcuce.  Margaret  and  Geoige, 
Both  parents  were  Methodists  in  their  religious 
views. 

Mr,  Copley's  estate  now  includes  one  hundred 
acres  of  land,  ninety  acres  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  he  is  classed  among  tlie  successful 
and  prominent  tillers  of  the  soil  in  his  section.  lie 
takes  much  interest  in  all  public  affairs,  has  been 
Road  Overseer  and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  In  his  religious  views  lie  is  a 
Sweden  borgi  an. 
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11.  WARNER.     The  growth  and  prosperity 
j    of    Cass  County,  Mich.,  have  been  upon  a 


Jll  scale  commensurate  with  the  emigration  to 
^^^  this  region  in  past  ycai-s,  and  this  prosper- 
ity is  largely  due  to  the  members  of  the  agricul- 
tural profession,  prominent  among  whom  stands 
the  name  of  J.  U.  Warner.  He  is  a  fair  sample  of 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  industry  and  perse- 
verance, for  all  his  life  has  been  passed  in  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  and  he  is  now  one  of 
the  substantial  men  of  his  section. 

Mr.Warnerwas  iw)rn  in  HerkinierCounty,N. Y., 
March  23,  1832,  and  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents.  Hub- 
hell  and  Catherine  (Hughes)  Warner,  both  now 
dece.ised.      He   remembers  the  journey   well  and 


many  of  the  incidents  that  happened  at  that  time. 
He  attended  school  in  the  old-fashioned  log  school- 
house,  with  stab  seats,  and  in  the  Nowton  district 
school,  on  Gard's  Prairie,  but  went  only  a  few  weeks 
in  each  term,  for  mueh  of  his  time  was  reijuired  to 
help  clear  the  farm.  He  remained  under  shelter  of 
the  home  roof  until  hts  marriage  lo  Miss  Rachel <l. 
Rich  on  the  23d  of  Kovcrabcr,  1854. 

Tills  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Volinia  Town- 
ship, tliis  county,  December  5,  1831,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Charity  (Gard)  Rich,  the 
father  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born  in  1802. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich  were  married  on  the  23d  of 
November,  1827,  and  their  son,  John  H.,  was  the 
(irst  white  child  born  in  Yolinia  Township).  Mr. 
Rich  passed  away  on  the  20th  of  February,  1873, 
and  his  widow  in  1891.  Only  two  of  their  chil- 
dren are  now  living. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  settled  on 
their  present  farm  in  the  woods  and  began  house- 
keeping in  a  frame  house  built  by  Grandfather 
Gard.  It  was  not  long  before  tliey  gathered 
around  them  many  comforts,  and  although  they 
worked  hard  and  struggled  early  and  late  to 
get  a  start,  they  were  Tmally  successful.  On  this 
farm  they  have  remained  ever  since,  and  although 
the  original  tract  was  but  forty  acres,  it  has  been 
increased  lo  eighty  acres  and  is  in  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation.  Mr.  Warner  is  also  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  one  mile  north  and  has  sixty-five 
acres  of  this  cleared.  He  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements, and  a  glance  over  his  broad  acres 
shows  him  to  be  a  man  of  industry  and  good  judg- 

Our  subject  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  wife  on  the  5th  of  September,  1892,  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children.  Flora  E.,  wife 
of  Eilgar  Gard,  is  the  mother  of  one  child;  Ciara 
M.,  wife  of  William  Wright,  is  also  the  mother  of 
one  child;  and  Erie  J,  resides  at  home.  His  chil- 
dren have  all  received  good  common-school  edu- 
cations. He  has  been  a  member  of  tlie  School 
Board  for  many  years,  and  socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Club.  In  politics  he  has  been  a 
Democrat  all  his  life  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  jjis  party,  and  lias  been  a  delegate 
to  conventions.     He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
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tlie  State  and  li»s  seen  this  county  gvow  from  a 
tvilderncss  to  lis  present  piospoi-ons  condition. 
In  liis  possession  is  a  Uible  wliieii  ho  made  himself 
when  lie  and  his  wife  began  houaekceiiing. 


^]>^^-^^ 


JOSKPH  KRI8K.  deceased,  an  early  settler 
and  prominentfaimerof  Cass  County,  Midi., 
was  ft  native  of  Leiianon  County,  Pa, 
Born  in  1806,  our  subject  remained  in  tlie 
home  of  his  youtli  until  the  fall  of  iSiH,  when  he 
journeyed  to  the  far-off  State  which  he  afterward 
made  liis  constant  home.  Our  subject  was  married 
in  Pennsylvania  to  Miss  Catherine  Twitmire,  of 
York  County.  The  union  was  blessed  by  the  biilh 
of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  survived  to  adult 
age.  Ktiisabetli  became  the  wife  of  Milton  Car- 
penter and  is  yet  living.  Sarah  married  Daniel 
Brown  and  resides  in  Mareelhis  Township.  Har- 
riet WAS  the  wife  of  Gideon  Heet>e;  she  and  her 
liusband  arc  both  deceased.  Margaret  became  the 
wife  of  Simeon  Brown,  also  of  Mareellus  Town- 
ship. Pliillip  A.  is  the  youngest  of  the  children, 
all  born  in  Centre  County,  Pa.  Phillip  Krisc,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  these  four  sisters  and  bro- 
ther, was  born  near  Philadelphia.  His  father 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  but  was  never 
heard  from  after  reaching  the  field  of  battle,  and 
no  news  as  to  his  fate  ever  came  to  his  family. 
Ife  or  liis  parents  were  natives  of  England. 

Phillip  Krise,  the  mm  of  our  subject,  was  but 
one  and  a-lialf  yea  re  old  when  his  [larcnts  locat*'d 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.  He  was  a  lad  eleven 
yeare  of  age  when  his  father  and  motheronme  with 
their  family  to  Cass  County,  in  1855,  and  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  forty-nine  acres  of  land. 
Tho  son  attended  the  district  school  near  his  new 
home  and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  Ar- 
riving at  man's  estate,  he  was,  in  1872,  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Malinda  Vleet,  daughter  of 
George  Vleet,  who  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Michigan  in  1857.  Mr.  Vleet  located  at  lii-sl 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  but  later  settled  in  Cass 
County.     Mr.  and    Mrs.  Phillip  Krise    have    fonr 


children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Ora,  Hol- 
land, Wilbur  and  Mildred.  These  brothere  and 
sistera,  together  with  their  parents,  reside  upon  the 
old  homestead  one  mile  east  of  Mareellus.  The 
finely-cultivated  acres,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  are  now  the  property  of  Phillip  A.  Krise,  the 
only  son  of  our  subject. 

Joseph  Krise  and  his  wife  were  both  identified 
with  the  Evangelical  Church  and  were  foremost  in 
the  extension  of  its  good  work  and  inlluence. 
Our  subject  was  a  public-spirited  man  and  was 
ever  i-eady  to  assist  in  all  matters  of  mutual  good. 
Politically,  he  was  a  stanch  Democi-at  and  often 
recalled  with  pride  the  fact  that  he  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Jackson.  Phillip  Krise  and  his  family, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  revered  father 
and  mother,  are  all  connected  with  the  Plv.angelical 
Church  and  ably  aid  in  the  social  and  benevolent 
enterprises  of  that  religious  organization.  Indus- 
trious, intelligent  and  enjoying  educational  oppor- 
tunities for  advancement,  the  grandchildren  of 
our  subject  are  preparing  themselves  to  worthdy 
fill  positions  of  usefulness  and  influence.  Like 
bis  father,  Phillip  Krise  is  a  self-made  man,  prac- 
tical in  his  methods  and  upright  in  character,  and 
has  by  persistent  effort  won  the  deserved  reward 
of 


"Sr^lCHARD  V.  HICKS.  England  has  furnished 
lUf^  to  the  United  States  men  of  enterprise  and 
iE\  ability  in  every  walkof  life.  Hersonshave 
acquired  distinction  and  wealth  in  the  pro- 
fessions, in  commercial  cii-eles  .ind  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  while  gaining  materia!  prosperity 
have  also  secured  an  enviable  reputation  for  mor- 
ality and  the  highest  principles  of  honor.  One  of 
this  class  may  be  found  in  the  subject  of  ourskctcli, 
who  is  an  infiuential  citizen  of  Cass  County  and  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Milton  Township,  owning 
and  occupying  a  fertile  farm  on  section  12.  His 
agricultural  operations  have  been  crowned  with 
success,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred 
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and  eighty  acres  in  Cass  County,  besides  three 
hundred  acres  in  Ntles  Township,  Berrien  County. 

In  the  village  of  St.  Colurab  Major,  Cornwall, 
England,  the  eyes  of  our  subject  first  opened  to 
the  light,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  November  17, 
1819.  Hia  father,  John  Hicks,  a  native  of  the  same 
place  as  himself,  was  for  many  years  an  officer  in 
the  British  army  and  was  a  large  property -holder 
and  intluential  man  in  England.  Twice  he  crossed 
the  ocean  to  America  in  order  to  visit  hisson  here, 
but  while  he  was  favorably  impressed  with  Amer- 
ica, his  preferences  were  ali  on  theside  of  the  coun- 
try of  his  birth.  At  the  age  of  four-score  years, 
he  closed  his  eyes  upon  the  sconesof  earth,  and  his 
remains  now  lie  buried  near  his  life-time  home. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Caroline  E. 
(Perry)  Hicks,  a  native  of  Middlesex,  near  Lon- 
don. Her  father.  Dr.  Perry,  accompanied  Capt. 
Cook  on  his  first  voyage  around  the  world,  and 
was  a  man  of  great  prominence  in  his  day.  Mrs. 
Hicks  died  when  about  forty-one  yeai-s  of  age, 
after  having  become  the  motlier  of  six  sons,  who 
grew  to  manhood.  Only  two  are  now  surviving, 
Richard  and  Edward.  The  former  is  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth  of  his  father's  family.  He  was  sev- 
enteen years  of  age  when,  in  1837,  he  came  to 
America  and  located  in  what  is  now  Milton  Town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  acres  and  commenced  active  agricultuml 
opei-ations. 

May  4,  1843,  Mr.  Hicks  married  Miss  Catharine 
Ullery  White,  during  a'visit  to  Ohio.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Montgomery  Countj-,  Pa.,  and  was  of 
German  descent,  her  father  having  been  born  at 
sea  and  her  loother  in  this  country.  She  was  reared 
in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  where  her  marriage  was 
solemnized.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  are  the  parents 
of  the  following  children;  John  P.,  Henry  B., 
Richard  J.,  Caroline  E.,  Sarah  J.,  Wtlliom  S.,  Cath- 
arine M.,  Mary  A.  and  Orran  V.,  all  of  whom  were 
born  in  Milton  Township,  and  with  one  excep- 
tion are  now  living  in  Cass  County. 

After  coming  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Hicks  for  a  time 
worked  for  .lohn  Dodge  &  Co.,  in  Niles.  He  pur- 
chased his  present  homo  in  1849,  and  two  years 
later  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  the  attractive 
and  comfortable  residence  he  now  occupies.     Po- 


litically, he  is  a  Democtat,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
Supervisora  of  the  township,  serving  in  that  posi- 
tion for  many  years.  He  has  also  served  in  the 
school  oHices  and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Re- 
view. Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Maaonic 
fraternity,  and  holds  membership  in  Ontwa  Lodge 
No.  6.  July  1,  1893,  Mr.  Hicks  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  the  wife  who  had  shared  iiis  joys  and 
divided  his  sorrows  for  fifty  yeai-s. 


"^^i@&g1^i^^ 


eHARLES  A.  CLAIiK,  junior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  G.  A.  Blakeslce  &  Co,, 
and  President  of  the  village  of  Galien,  was 
born  in  Huntsburgh,  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  on  the 
23d  of  August,  1849.  He  is  a  worthy  represcnta. 
tivo  of  a  family  which  for  several  generations  was 
identified  with  the  development  of  New  England, 
having  been  established  in  Connecticut  in  an  early 
day.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Abner  Clark,  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood.  lu  Northampton, 
Mass.,  he  made  his  home  for  many  years  and  there 
he  married  Miss  Olive  Strong. 

As  early  as  1810  Grandfather  Clark,  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  removed  Westward  and  sot- 
tied  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  establishing  his 
home  in  the  midst  of  the  dense  forests.  The  resi- 
due of  his  life  w.is  there  passed,  and  his  attention 
was  devoted  to  the  clearing  of  the  hind  and  im- 
proving the  farm.  He  and  his  wife  were  this 
parents  of  nine  children,  the  only  one  now  sur- 
viving being  Harriet,  who  resides  in  Michigan.  In 
their  religious  convictions  tliey  were  active  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
their  honorable  and  useful  lives  furnished  a  con- 
stant exemplification  of  their  faith,  and  dying,  they 
left  to  their  descendants  the  priceless  herititge  of  a 
good  name. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Albert  Clark,  was  born 
in  Northampton,  Mass,,  whence  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and  there 
grow  to  manhood.  On  the  10th  of  February, 
1845,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Howell,  a  native  of 
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Geauga  County,  and  the  dniigliter  of  .lolin  Howell 
ft  prominent  man  of  that  section  of  tlie  Stale.  In 
1857  he  removed  lo  I^ke  County,  wliere  he  pin 
chased  land  and  resided  for  six  years,  Tlie  .ycai 
1863  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Galien  Townsliip,  lier 
rien  Connty,  where  lie  continued  to  make  liis  liomt, 
until  death  terminated  his  useful  existence, on  the 
12th  of  April,  1893.  His  last  days  wwe  spent  on 
the  old  homestead,  located  two  and  one-halt  milts 
sontli  of  Galien. 

As  a  neighbor,  Alliert  Clark  was  just  and  true; 
as  a  citizen  lie  was  always  on  the  side  of  what  he 
deemed  calculated  to  enhance  the  best  interests  of 
the  people.  Throughout  his  entire  life  he  adhered 
to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party  and  was 
counted  one  of  the  foremost  mcmbere  ot  that  or- 
ganization in  his  community.  He  served  as  Super- 
visor of  Galien  Township  and  held  the  same  posi- 
tion while  a  resident  of  Ohio.  He  united  with  llic 
Christian  Church  in  his  youth  and  was  evei'  after- 
ward a  faithful  student  of  the  Rible  and  an  earnest 
advocate  of  the  principles  ot  Christianity,  always 
ready  to  defend  the  truths  of  God's  Word,  wliicli 
lie  held  in  the  greatest  reverence.  For  many 
years  he  oHiciated  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
church. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  four  children, 
one  of  whom,  Everett,  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years;  Emily  S.  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
tlii-ee.  The  two  survivors  are  Charles  A.  and  Al- 
bert E.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  called 
hence  on  the  24th  of  February,  181)0.  Slie,  too, 
liad  been  long  identilied  with  the  Christian  Church 
and  was  a  woman  of  great  piety  and  nobility  of 
eiiaracter.  As  was  stated  alxive,  our  subject's 
birthplace  was  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio.  He  was 
about  thirteen  yeni's  of  age  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  ISerrien  County,  Midi.,  and  here  his 
education  was  gained  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  district.  Upon  completing  his  studies,  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  at  Dayton,  Mich.,  later 
in  Gallon  Township,  and  in  the  Reform  School  at 
Lansing,  being  Principal  of  the  last-named  insti- 
tution. 

The  business  career  of  Mr.  Clark  commenced  in 
1877,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  lirra  of  G.  A. 
Elakoslee  <t  Co.  as  a  clerk,  remaining  in  that  posi- 


tion foi  1  time,  ind  in  1881  purchased  an  interest 
in  tht  business  becoming  a  partner.  He  is  also 
the  agent  for  the  Ameiican  Express  Company  at 
tialien  1  he  flim  does  a  large  business,  steadily 
eniplo\ing  tliiei.  cleiks  and  carrying  a  large  and 
complete  as^oi  tment  of  goods.  In  addition  lo 
conducting  the  most  evtensive  mercantile  busi- 
n<ss  m  Odicn  they  liave  a  large  trade  in  lumber, 
salt  shingles  gitiu  and  wool,  and  also  do  a  gen- 
eral hanking  business 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Clark  took  place  March  8, 
1874,  at  which  time  he  was  united  with  Miss  Lydia, 
daughter  of  George  A.  and  Lydia  (Alcott)  Hlake- 
slcc.  Mrs.  Clark  was  horn  in  Hatavia,  111.,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  Galien. 
Two  children,  Stanley  and  Leslie,  have  blessed 
the  union.  A  Republican  in  his  political  opinions, 
Mr.  Clark  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Treas- 
urer for  two  years  and  has  also  served  as  Village 
Clerk  for  eleven  years.  At  present  he  is  serving 
as  President  of  Galien,  liaving  been  an  incumbent 
of  tliat  office  for  three  terms.  His  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters  has  been  unceasing,  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  lioard  he  has  been  efficient  in 
promoting  the  grade  of  scholarship  in  the  village 
school.  He  is  Notary  Public,  to  which  office  he 
has  been  appointed  by  Governoi's  Alger,  Luce  and 
Rich. 


JAMES  P.  VERSA  W,  an  energetic  farmer  and 
pi-osperous  horticulturist,  making  a  spec- 
ialty of  small  fruits,  is  a  native  of  Sodus 
Townsliip,  Uerrieu  ('ounty,  Mich.,  and  has 
resided  within  the  near  vicinity  of  his  present 
homestead,  located  upon  section  15,  his  entire  life. 
Our  subject  was  born  Octolwr  17,  1847.  His 
fatlicr,  Francis  Vcrsaw,  was  a  native  of  Canada, 
and,  born  near  Montreal  in  1812,  left  his  home  when 
a  boy  and  became  self-siip|Xirting  at  a  very  early 
age.  He  linally  located  in  the  States,  making  his 
home  in  Wisconsin,  where  for  a  time  he  traveled 
for  the  American  Fnr  Company,  lie  remained  in 
that  State  until  183o,  when  he  removed  to  Mich- 
igan   and  located  in  Berrien  County.     For  some 
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time  he  followed  the  occupation  of  boating, 
and  then  purchased  a  farm  in  Sodus  Township, 
in  1840,  and  for  fifty-three  changing  years  lias  re- 
mained eonlinuoualy  upon  the  homestead  where 
he  yet  resides.  He  enjoys  the  comforts  of  life  and 
possesses  a  competence  and  excellent  health.  His 
days  have  been  passed  in  unvarying  industry  and 
he  is  universally  respected.  The  family  name  is 
undoubtedly  Versailles,  and  the  ancestry  French. 
The  pronurwiation,  corrupted  to  Versaw  in  the 
early  days,  has  clung  to  the  descendants,  but  is 
beyond  all  doubt  incorrect. 

The  father  was  married  in  1843  to  Rebecca  Ann 
McDougal,  daughter  of  James  McDougal,  a  pio- 
neer of  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Versaw 
have  spent  together  a  half-century  and  have  wel- 
comed to  their  hearts  and  homes  eleven  sons  and 
daughters.  Of  this  large  family  eight  children 
yet  survive,  four  daughters  and  four  sons.  James 
P.  was  the  third  child  of  this  venerable  father  and 
mother.  He  worked  upon  the  farm  in  boyhood 
and  also  enjoyed  the  beneflt  of  instruetion  in  the 
district  school.  Upon  October  7,  1864,  his  sev- 
enteenth bii-thday,  our  subject  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  joining  Company  K,  Twenty-eighth 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  with  courage  and 
distinguished  service  for  two  years.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  engagements  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  also 
at  Wissel  Forks,  N.  C,  and  was  likewise  in  numer- 
ous skirmislics.  Mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  engaged  in 
traveling  upon  business  through  Missouri,  Kan- 
sas, Iowa  and  Minnesota.  Mr.  Versaw  returned 
home  in  1867,  and  for  a  time  devoted  himelt  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  but  a  second  time  journeyed 
through  the  farther  West  and  was  away  from  his 
early  home  a  twelvemonth.  A  second  time  re- 
visiting Sodus  Township,  our  subject  bought  a 
farm  and  again  settled  down  to  the  tilling  of  the 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Versaw  uninterrupt- 
edly gave  his  attention  to  the  work  of  the  home- 
stead, but  finally  and  for  the  third  time  wont  West 
and  spent  two  j'ears  in  Nebraska.  Since  then  he 
has  continued  to  reside  upon  and  cultivate  his 
fine  farm  of  seventy  acres,  all  brought  up  to  a  high 
state  of  productiveness  and  improved  with  altiael- 


ive  and  commodious  buildings.  Our  subject  gives 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to  grow- 
ing small  fruits  and  berries,  and  has  been  especially 
successful  in  this  department  of  agriculture.  In 
August,  1871,  James  P.  Versaw  and  Miss  Emma 
Proctor  were  united  in  marriage.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Versaw,  Ibbitson  and  Mary  Proctor,  were 
among  the  early  and  highly  i-espectcd  pioneers  of 
Sodus  Township.  The  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  seven  children:  William  E.,  Harry  R.,  Ernest 
M.,  Otis  C,  Peari  C,  Clarence  P.  and  Susie  E.,  all 
living  and  all  at  home  with  the  exception  of  Wil- 
liam E.,  the  eldost-born,  a  citizen  of  Nebraska.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Yersaw  are  valued  nembers  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  and  are  active  aids  in  religious 
work.  Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  belongs  to  the 
Veterans'  Union.  He  has  been  politically  a  stal- 
wart Republican  ever  since  he  .ittained  his  ma- 
jority. He  is  interested  in  both  local  and  national 
issues  and  is  to-day,  as  so  many  years  ago  upon  the 
field  of  battle,  a  true  and  loyal  citiKcn,  highly 
esteemed  by  all  his  fellow-townsmen. 


i^SB'*i*liS§#i=^  > 


ISAAC  HARFF,  a  pr.ictical  general  agricultur- 
ist and  well-known  citizen,  cultivates  a  fine 
farm  located  on  section  16,  Galien  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County,  Mich.  He  is  a  native  of 
Darke  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  1844.  His 
father,  William  Harff,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  Having 
attained  manhood,  he  learned  the  weaver's  trade, 
and  throughout  his  life  continued  in  that  em- 
ployment. He  located  in  Ohio  while  a  single 
man,  and  was  married  to  Esther  Emory  in  the 
Buckeye  State.  Uprightand  industrious, he  reared 
with  care  a  family  of  eight  children.  His  wife 
died  in  1860,  the  husband  surviving  until  1875, 
when  he  passed  away,  at  about  sixty-flve  years 
of  age.  Politically,  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  sturdy  Democrat  and  an  admirer  of  Thomas 
Jefferson.     He    was  a    member    of    the    Lullieriin 
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ClHii'cli  and    a    consistent    Christian,    biglily   re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  liim. 

Our  subject  was  self-supporting  from  early 
youtli,  bnt  remained  dutifully  with  Ins  parents 
until  he  had  rciwhed  his  majority.  Working  by 
the  month  on  an  adjacent  farm,  he  received  but 
little  or  no  advantages  for  an  education,  and  is 
litci-ally  a  self-made  man.  He  enlisted  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  during  the  late  Civil 
War,  and  in  1864  joined  Company  B,  Second 
Ohio  Infantry,  but  was  afterward  transferred  to 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Eightieth  Infan- 
try, under  Gen.  Tliomas'  corps.  Mr.  Harff  par- 
ticipateil  in  numerous  skirmishes,  but  was  engaged 
in  only  one  of  tlie  principal  battles  of  the  cam- 
paign— Resaca.  He  remained  in  active  military 
duty  until  the  close  of  the  war,  was  discliarged  in 
Columbus, Ohio,  nnd  was  mustej-ed  out  in  Augusta, 
Ga.,  in  September,  ISC.'i.  Soon  after  peace  had 
resumed  its  sway,  our  subject  made  his  liome  in 
Noble County,Ind.,  and  was  married  there.  Rent- 
ing land,  he  entered  into  agricultural  pui-siiits. 
and  later  located  in  Kankakee  County.  After  a 
few  years'  residence  in  that  p.^rt  of  Indiana,  be 
decided  to  remove  to  Miciiigan,  and  settled  in 
Berrien  County. 

Mr.  Harft  has  since  1891  occupied  his  present 
homestc-kd,  and  has  thirty-six  acres  in  Buchanan 
Township,  lie  is  a  thorough  farmer  and  success- 
fully tills  the  soil.  Unaided  he  has  won  his  way 
and  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  due  to 
bis  energy  and  sterling  character.  He  lias  been 
twice  married.  The  fli-st  wife  of  our  subject  was 
Miss  Betsey  Keener,  who  bore  him  two  children, 
Pho-'be  and  Merriam.  Mrs.  Betsey  Harff  died,  and 
was  buried  in  Indiana.  In  Michigan  Mr.  Harff 
was  united  in  marriage  to  his  second  wife.  Hiss 
Barbai-a  Keener,  a  sister  of  the  first  wife.  Eight 
children  blessed  the  second  union:  Sherman,  Lovey, 
William,  Jacob,  Amos,  Charles,  Clarence  and  Pearl, 
all  of  whom  will  receive  the  opportunity  for 
schooling  which  was  denied  their  father. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  Post 
No.  208,  G.  A.  B.,  at  Galien.  Politically,  be  is  a 
Democrat,  and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  local 
improvement  and  progress  is  a  public-spirited  and 
liberal  citizen.     Without  being  in    any    sense  of 


the  word  a  politician,  he  keeps  himself  intelli- 
gently posted  in  the  affairs  of  the  day,  and,  hav- 
ing given  faithful  service  on  the  battle-field  in 
behalf  of    the  I'nion,  is  deeply  interested    in    ail 

national  issues. 


-r^^-i- 


EORGE  L.  ANi.  JACOB  U.  ELSON.  Among 
the  prominent  old  settlers  of  the  Lake 
State  are  the  two  brothers,  George  L.  and 
Jacob  D.  F'son,  both  of  whom  were  identified 
with  the  State  in  the  days  of  its  earber  and  simpler 
style  of  living.  Their  parents,  Abraham  and  Maria 
(Onderkirk)  Elson,  were  natives  of  New  York 
State,  but  at  an  early  period  came  to  Michigan, 
where  they  were  among  the  first  settlers.  The 
good  old  fathers  and  mothers  of  those  days  were 
educated,  not  as  books  count,  perhaps,  but  in  all 
that  makes  noble  men  and  noble  women.  Tbeir 
memory  is  revered  and  their  early  struggles  ap- 
preciated. They  have  given  tlieir  descendants  a 
goodly  heritage,  a  land  veritably  flowing  with  milk 
and  honey;  and,  better  stiil,  sons  and  danghtei-s 
possessed  of  attributes  to  make  good  and  noble  citi- 
zens. The  father  of  Abraham  Elson,  Jacob  Elson, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

George  L.  Elson,  the  elder  of  our  subjects,  was 
born  in  the  Empire  State,  on  the  26th  of  June, 
1823,  and  tlierc  made  his  home  until  twenty-four 
years  of  age.  He  then  came  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan and  located  about  five  miles  from  Benton 
Harbor.  Here  he  met  Miss  Harriet  Jane  Gordon, 
with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage,  and  who 
bore  him  eight  children:  Emma  Jane,  Mary  (de- 
ceased), Delia,  Susan,  John,  Hattie,  George  and 
Matthias.  Those  of  the  children  married  are: 
Delia,  Emma  Jane,  Susie,  Hattie  and  John.  The 
others  are  living  at  home.  On  coming  to  Berrien 
County  Mr.  Elson  purchased  forty  acres  of  land, 
all  of  which  was  timber-land,  and  by  energy 
and  perseverance  he  cleared  all  but  ten  acres,  and 
has  it  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  His  principal 
productions  are  grain  and  fruit,  and  he  has  accu- 
mulated a  comfortable  competence  for  his  declin- 
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ing  years.  He  is  a  man  of  pronounced  opinions. 
Arm  in  his  convictions  of  riglit  and  wrong,  and 
is  well  worthy  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 
His  political  inclinations  are  Democratic. 

Jacob  D.  Elson  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birtli 
of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  is  a  native 
Of  this  State,  born  in  Wayne  County  in  1838,  his 
parents  having  settled  there  when  the  country  was 
covered  with  a  dense  forest.  After  remaining  in 
his  native  county  until  about  1850,  and  receiving 
a  limited  education  in  the  common  schools,  he 
came  to  ISerrien  County  and  here  has  resided  ever 
since.  Fanning  and  fruitr-growing  have  been  his 
principal  occupations,  and  the  eighty  acres  that  he 
owns  are  for  the  most  part  cultivated  and  improved. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the  home  place 
of  the  timber  with  which  it  was  covered,  and  at 
an  early  age  became  familiar  with  hard  labor.  Al- 
though his  educational  advantages  wera  not  of 
the  best,  he  has  become  a  well-informed  man  and 
is  noted  for  his  sound,  practical  and  shrewd  views 
on  all  matters  of  public  interest. 

.Jacob  Elson  was  married  in  1865  to  Miss  Helen 
E.  Gordon  and  ten  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  five  sons  and  ftve  daughters:  T.  Edwin, 
Carrie,  Lydia  (Mrs.  M,  Fikes),  Cora,  Mary,  Arthur, 
Snsie,  Claud,  Wilbur  and  Ralph.  Politically,  Mr. 
Elson  adheres  t«  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
partyand  isa  represenliitive  citizen  of  tiie  county. 


il'^  FNRY  M  DEAN.  One  of  the  prominent 
Ijfjl)  bu  e  establishments  of  the  city  of  Niles 
s^^  tie  ]  ig  store  of  H.  M.  Dean  &  Son, 
^p  wle  e  may  be  found  a  complete  stock  of 
d  pa  nts    oils,  etc.     The    senior    member   of 

tl  I  and  tie  subject  of  our  sketch,  enjoys 
tie  1st  cton  of  having  been  engaged  in  the 
dub  uc  for  a  longer  period  than  any  other 
man  tl  c  w  tern  part  of  the  State.  He  is  a 
skillful  and  educated  pharmacist,  and  brings  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  business  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  its  details,  and  a  careful  supervision  of  its 
transactions,  which  have  secured  for  the  estab- 
lishment a  flrst-ulasa  reputation. 


The  early  home  of  Mr.  Dean  was  in  New  Jersey. 
in  sight  of  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  was 
born  on  the  28th  of  December,  1831.  His  parents, 
Daniel  and  Cornelia  (Green)  Dean,  were  both  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey,  and, the  former  was  a  shoe 
manufacturer,  jobbing  principally  for  the  South- 
ern trade.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, John  Dean,  was  born  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Alexander  Dean, 
of  the  British  navy.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Green,  whose  ances- 
tors settled  in  Connecticut  in  1660,  and  were  of 
English  descent. 

Henry  M.  Dean  represents  the  seventh  genera- 
tion of  the  Green  family  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  third  generation  on  the  Dean  side.  His 
school  days  were  passed  in  his  native  New  Jersey, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  came  to  Michigan, 
locating  at  Niles  in  1848.  Soon  after  coming 
here  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Posttnaster  at 
Niles,  and  served  in  that  position  for  one  year, 
rendering  satisfactory  service  in  that  office.  Mis 
next  position  was  that  of  clerk  in  the  drug 
store  of  J.  C- I-arimore,  where  he  remained  until 
I860,  In  that  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
J.  0.  I^riraore,  and  embarked  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  ol  Larimorc  &  Dean, 
continuing  in  that  connection  unlil  188i(,  when 
Mr.  Dean  purchased  his  partner's  interest.  Taking 
his  son,  Frederick  C,  into  the  firm,  the  title  was 
changed  to  H.  M.  Dean  &  Son.  In  1890,  Fred  C. 
retired,  and  Henry  M.,  Jr.,  entered  the  lirm,  the 
title  remaining  unchanged. 

lu  1861  Mr.  Dean  married  Miss  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Ezra  Coan,  of  Albion,  N.  Y,  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
Frederick  C,  William  M.,  Henry  M..  Jr.,  and 
Fanny  M.  In  politics,  Mr.  Dean  is  a  Republican. 
He  has  been  elected  to  many  posts  of  honor,  in 
ali  of  which  he  lias  labored  unselfishly  for  the 
good  of  the  community  and  the  promotion  of  the 
interests  of  the  city.  He  served  for  one  term  as 
Mayor  of  Niles,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
lioard  of  Education  for  twelve  years,  being  its 
I'lesidcnt  a  portion  of  the  time.  He  is  a  atock- 
lioliler  and  Director  of  the  Citizens'  National  Bank 
of  Niles.     In  his  social  attiliations,  he  is  identified 
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with  St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.M. 
A  devoted  and  earnest  Christian,  he  holds  mem- 
bership with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
he  has  served  asTrustee  for  thirty  years,  Treasurer 
for  two  years,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  three  terms.  For  one  year  he  served 
as  President  of  the  Berrien  County  Pioneer  Asso- 
ciation, of  whicli  lie  is  an  honored  member. 


ellARLES  HANSON,  a  successful  agricul- 
turist of  Jefferson  Townsliip,  Cass  County, 
Mich,,  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  his 
present  locality,  and  was  born  in  the  township 
June  23,  1855.  His  parents,  old-time  residents  of 
Cass  County,  were  William  and  Elizabeth  (Craw- 
ford) Hanson.  The  paternal  gi'andfather,  John 
Hanson,  was  a  native  of  Johnstown,  Fulton 
County,  N.Y.  Emigrating  to  Midiigan  in  1835, 
this  worthy  pioneer  settled  upon  section  31,  Jeff- 
ei'son  Township,  where,  after  improving  a  farm  of 
one  hiiiidred  and  sixty  acres,  he  passed  away 
while  making  a  trip  to  mill.  He  was  found  on 
tlie  ice  of  Pleasant  Lake,  near  Kdwardsburgh,  and 
was  dead  wJien  discovered.  His  wife  survived 
until  1871.  In  political  opinions,  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat. His  wife  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  a  sincere 
Christian.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  sons; 
Ralph,  engaged  in  mining  in  Colorado;  Benjamin, 
who  died  while  in  the  army;  John,  William, 
James  and  Victor.  The  two  daughters  were  Ann 
and  Rebecca.  By  his  first  marriage,  the  grand- 
father had  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Kliza. 

William  Hanson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Fulton  County,  N.  Y.,  November  14, 
1824.  He  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Michigan 
ID  1835,  and,  having  reached  maturity,  began  life 
for  himself  upon  a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  in- 
creased his  estate  to  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  nearly  all  located  in  Jeiferson  Township, 
and  mostly  under  high  cultivation.  Our  subject 
owns  the  old  lioraestead  on  which  lie  settled  in 
1857.     The  father  i-etired  from  active  farming  du- 


ties in  1881,  and  made  his  home  in  Edwardsburgh, 
when  lie  gave  eacliof  his  five  children  eighty  acres 
apiece.  He  was  twice  married;  first  to  Elizabeth 
Crawford,  who  bore  him  five  children:  Mary 
Head,  of  San  Angelo,  Tex.;  Henry  A.;  Charles; 
Ann  Thatcher;  and  Lizzie,  who  died  at  two  years 
of  age.  The  lirst  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
died  in  September,  1875.  Miss  Matilda  Kownover 
became  the  second  wife  of  the  father,  and  was  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Minnie  Harris.  William 
Hanson  was  a  Demoorat,  and  actively  interested 
in  local  and  national  politics. 

The  maternal  gr.indfather  of  our  subject  was 
Robert  Crawford,  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Jefferson 
Township,  who  prosperously  worked  a  small  farm 
of  seventy  acres.  He  was  a  man  of  liberal  views, 
and  was  of  Irish  ancestry.  He  reared  a  family  of 
tour  daughters;  Mary,  Hannah,  Margaret  and 
Elizabeth,  the  latter  of  whom,  the  mother  of 
Charles  Hanson,  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  spent  the  days  of 
boyhood  on  the  old  farm,  and  gained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  school  of  the  district.  At  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  became  his  own  master,  and  dili- 
gently continued  in  agricultui-al  pursuits.  He 
married  at  twenty-six,  and  now  owns  one  liundi-ed 
and  thirty  acres  of  the  homestead.  Upon  Decem- 
ber 28,  1881,  he  entered  into  wedlock  with  Miss 
Carrie  A,  Truitt,  a  native  of  Milton  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Mrs.  Hanson  is  the  daughter 
of  Henry  P.  and  Letitia  (Hicks)  Trtiitt,  who  were 
born  respectively  in  Delaware  and  Erie  County, 
Ohio.  Upon  their  homestead  of  eighty  acres  two 
daughters,  Carrie  A.  and  Bessie,  shared  the  labors 
of  the  mother,  and  grew  up  to  intelligent  woman- 
hood. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hanson,  Peter 
Truitt,  was  horn  in  Statter  Neck.  Sussex  County, 
Del.,  February  7,  1801.  He  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan by  team  in  1831,  and  was  forty-four  days 
upon  the  way.  He  entered  fifteen  hundred  acres 
of  land,  which  he  afterward  divided  among  his 
children.  He  passed  away  December  29,  1881, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliurch,  and  an  active  and  liberal  supporter 
of  his  denomination,  assisting  in  organizing  the 
first  church  of   that  persuasion    in    the  township. 
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Politically,  be  was  in  eaily  life  a  Whig,  but  af- 
teiward  became  a  stanch  Republican.  He  was 
tlie  first  and  only  Postmaater  in  Milton  Township, 
and,  ever  anxious  to  assist  in  public  improve- 
ments, helped  to  build  the  road  between  the  city 
of  Niles  and  his  home.  He  entered  matrimonial 
bonds  four  times.  His  fli-st  wife,  Mary  Simpler, 
was  the  mother  of  John  M.,  Elizabeth  C.  Tittle, 
Henry  P.  and  David  T.;  one  child  died  in  infancy. 
By  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth,  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  J.  Butts  and  Esther  Griffith.  The  third 
wife,  Deborah  McKnitt,  was  the  sister  of  the  sec- 
ond wife,  and  had  but  one  child,  James  M.  The 
fourth  wife,  Sarah  Lane,  nee  McKnitt,  had  no 
issue.  Peter  Truitt  was  the  son  of  Langfovd  and 
Esther  A.  (Shockley)  Truitt,  whose  home  was  on 
a  Delaware  farm.  The  fii-st  wife  of  Peter  Truitt 
was  a  daughter  of  Milby  Simpler,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  of  patriotic  stock. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  child,  a  sou,  Frank  L.,  at  home,  born 
June  22,  1888.  Reared  and  educated  in  the  lo- 
cality of  their  present  home,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hanson 
enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  many  friends. 


(^^HOMAS  RODGERS.  Agricultural  life  af- 
4^^  fords  abundant  illustration  of  the  power  of 
^^^f/  perseverance,  and  perhaps  no  career  is  more 
instructive,  viewed  in  this  light,  than  that  of  Mr, 
Rodgers,  a  prO|M!rou8  farmer  of  Cass  County  resid- 
ing on  section  31,  I'okagon  Township.  He  is  of 
direct  Scotch  descent,  his  grandfather,  Dr.  John 
Rodgei-s,  having  been  born  in  Scotland,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  America  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
one  son.  He  was  a  skilled  physician,  having  grad- 
uated from  a  medical  school  in  his  native  land, 
and  after  coming  to  the  United  States  he  conducted 
a  general  practice  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  un- 
til his  death.  He  was  a  well-informed  man,  pos- 
sessing enlarged  views,  enlightened  mind  and 
broad  professional  knowledge. 

lu  Grandfather  Rodgers'  familj-  there  were   the 
following  children;  Thomas,  John,  William,  Alrie, 


Aniel,  Samuel,  Andrew,  Alexander  and  twodaugli- 
ters.  He  and  all  his  children  with  the  exception 
of  Alexander  were  members  of  the  Cumlierland 
Presbyterian  Church  and  active  workers  in  that 
denomination.  Alexander,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1792,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Rockbridge  County,  Va.  His  school  education 
was  of  the  slenderest  kind,  scarcely  even  perfect- 
ing him  in  the  "three  R's;"  but  by  self-culture 
he  became  a  well-informed  man,  an  accurate  ac- 
countant and  a  good  penman. 

When  twenty  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1808, 
Alexander  Rodgers  married  Margaret  Culton,  and 
soon  afterward,  with  all  his  earthly  effects  packed 
'on  two  horses,  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  entered  of 
the  Government  a  tract  of  land  in  Pteble  County, 
Ohio.  On  arriving  at  the  place  he  camped  the  first 
night  and  cooked  his  first  meal  on  the  farm  by  a 
large  log.  It  was  no  easy  task  to  clear  the  farm 
and  subdue  the  forest  growth,  but  his  industry  and 
perseverance  accomplished  the  desired  results. 
Selling  that  place  in  1828,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  nine  childien  he  came  to  Michigan,  mak- 
ing the  trip  with  thtee  wagons  and  driving  liis 
sheep,  hogs,  cattle,  one  ipin  of  horses  and  throe 
yoke  of  oxen  in  front  of  the  wagons  during  the 
entire  trip. 

Arriving  in  Cass  County,  Mr.  Rodgers  entered  six- 
teen hundred  acres  of  Government  land,  to  which 
he  soon  added  several  hundred  acres.  A  portion 
of  the  property  was  located  in  Berrien  County, 
though  the  larger  part  was  in  Cass  County.  While 
in  Ohio  he  operated  a  mill  and  distillery,  but 
throughout  life  made  agriculture  his  principal  busi- 
ness. In  his  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later 
a  Republican.  Interested  in  all  local  affaii-s,  he 
served  in  several  minor  offices,  including  that  of 
Township  Assessor,  He  passed  away  in  1867,  hav- 
ing survived  his  wife  twenty  years.  Their  nine 
children  wereas  follows:  Rebecca,  deceased; Samuel, 
who  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Alexander;  John;  Margaret,  Mre.  Andrew 
L.  Burk;  Isabella,  Mrs.  E.  Jackson;  Alery,  de- 
ceased; Thomas  and  William  A. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1825.  His 
education  was  gained  in   tlie  log  sehoolhouses  of 
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Pokngoii  Towiisliip  nnd  lie  remained  with  liis  par- 
ents uiiLil  In;  eslablislioJ  liia  own  home.  At  the 
time  of  his  marriage  his  father  gave  him  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
wliieli  he  cleared  through  his  own  exertions.  He 
and  iiis  relatives  have  proljably  cleared  more  land 
in  Pokagon  Township  than  any  other  family  re- 
siding here.  In  1852,  Mr.  Rodgers  began  to  clear 
seventeen  acres  in  the  woods,  on  the  '28th  of  May, 
and  in  fourteen  day.s  lie  had  the  entire  tractcleared 
and  the  trees  cut  down,  while  one-half  Uad  been 
logged  and  bnnied. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Rodgei-s  occurred  in 
1848  and  united  him  with  Miss  Sarah  .1.,  daughter 
of  Casper  Kilis.  Unto  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: T.  Corwln;  Mary,  the  wife  of  George  Mc- 
CormicU,  and  Rosaliclle,  Mi-s.  Arthur  Hudson.  Af- 
ter the  dealli  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Rodgers,  which  occurred 
in  IS7l,our  subject  married  Miss  Mattie  Monl- 
goniery,  an  estimable  lady,  who  is  highly  regarded 
in  this  community.  In  liis  social  connections,  Mr. 
Rodgers  is  identilied  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
being  a  member  of  Pokagon  Lodge  No.  136.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a  Republican  and  is  interested  in 
local  politics,  believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  to  aid  in  securing  the  best  oHicials  for  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility. 


Wj;ASIllNGTON  A.  SMITH,  a  successful  and 
representative  horticulturist  of  Benton 
Township,  Berrien  Couuly,  Mich.,  has 
been  a  constant  resident  of  his  present  locality  for 
thirty  years,  and  during  this  period  of  time  has 
actively  participated  in  all  matters  of  local  prog- 
ress and  enterprise  in  his  home  neigbliorhood.  A 
tlioroughly  practical  fruit-growei-,  he  is  consid- 
ered an  authority  on  the  culture  of  peaches  and  has 
charge  of  the  Town  Board  of  "  Yellow  "  Commis- 
sioners of  lienton  Township.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Bedford.  Pa.,  in  1824,  and  passed  the 
days  of  early  childhood  in  his  birthplace.  His 
fatlier  and  mother,  Jacob  and  KUiiabetli  (I'ulnain) 


Smith,  were  born  and  reared  in  the  sunny  South, 

Maryland  being  their  native  State.  Residing  the 
first  part  of  their  married  life  in  the  Quaker  State, 
they  later  removed  to  Ohio,  and  when  their  son 
Wasliington  was  but  nine  years  old  settled  in  Co- 
lumbiana County.  In  the  Buckeye  Slate,  Mr.  Smith 
was  mainly  reared,  and,  attending  the  log  cabin 
district  schools  of  liis  home  neighborhood,  re- 
ceived such  training  as  those  schools  afforded. 
When  grown  to  manhood  he  attended  a  High 
School,  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
the  old  Indian  Council  House  at  Upper  Sandusky, 
Ohio. 

Married  at  a  comparatively  early  age  to  the 
present  companion  of  his  life,  Mr.  Smith  finally 
decided  to  settle  permanently  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and  emigrated  from  Williams  County, 
Ohio,  to  Benton  Township,  Berrien  County,  in 
1862.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  oldest  settlers 
of  their  location  along  the  lake  shore  where 
tliey  now  reside.  Four  children,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  have  cheered  the  home  by  their 
merry  presence.  Kdwin  A.,  the  eldest-born,  is  now 
a  prominent  resident  of  South  Dakota;  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Burdick,  a  leading  citizen  of 
Sod  us,  Mich.;  Fanny  B.  and  Karl  A.  are  yet  with  the 
father  and  mother  and  are  social  favorites  in  the 
township.  The  homestead  is  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive pieces  of  outside  proijcrty  in  the  vicinity, 
and  is  an  abode  of  hospitality,  a  large  cu'cle  of 
old-time  friends  and  acquaintances  meeting  with  a 
rejidy  welcome  within  the  spacious  and  substantial 
residence. 

In  the  spring  of  1862,  immediately  after  our 
subject  settled  on  the  farm,  he  planted  out  an  or- 
chard of  peach  trees,  covering  several  acres,  and 
from  his  earliest  arrival  in  the  State  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  horticultural  interests  of  Berrien 
County.  Mr.  Smith  owns  fifty  acres  of  highly 
productive  land,  all  devoted  to  the  culture  of 
fruit,  which  crop  he  has  liandled  most  profitably 
during  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The 
improvements,  residence  and  barns,  liave  been 
erected  by  our  subject,  who  lias  steadily  prospered 
in  his  present  department  of  agricultural  labor, 
and  has  demonstrated  the  value  of  practical  ex- 
perience aud  real  adaptability  to  the  business  of 


Hosted  by 


Google 


592 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


boi-ticultiire.  Politi<;ally,  Mr.  SmiLli  is  a  Democrat 
and  gives  <lu(i  attention  to  the  conduct  of  local 
and  national  affairs,  and,  a  man  of  intelligence,  is 
well  posted  in  the  current  events  of  the  day.  He 
is  an  ardent  advocate  of  local  improvements  and 
educational  advancement,  and  is  ever  ready  to 
lend  a  helping  hand  in  belialC  of  mutual  welfare 
and  Uie  best  interests  of  tlic  community  by  wliom 
he  is  surrounded.  A  man  of  superior  business 
ability  and  a  liberal -spirited  citizen,  Washington 
A.  (Smith  justly  enjoys  the  conliclence  of  .all  his 
fellow-townsmen. 


^^TEPHEN  H.  MARTIN  is  the  owner  and 
^^^  proprietor  of  one  ofThree Oaks'  most  siic- 
K^ji)  cessful  business  enterprises.  Die  general 
mercantile  establishment,  well  known  in 
the  county  as  a  prominent  emporium  of  trade. 
Mr.  Martin  was  born  in  southern  Indiana  on  New 
Year's  Day  of  1844.  His  ancestors  for  several 
generations  were  residents  of  New  Jersey,  and  his 
paternal  great-grandfather  was  a  liero  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  Grandfather  Isaac  Martin  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  as  was  also  the  father  of  our 
subject,  E.  S.  Martin,  the  latter  having  been 
reared  in  the  State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  mar- 
ried there  to  Miss  Rachel,  the  daugliter  of  Stephen 
Harland,  and  after  that  important  event  he  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
a  shoemaker.  Later  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
mason,  which  he  followed  in  connection  with 
farming. 

Tn  1845  or  1846,  E.  S.Martin  came  to  Michigan, 
and,  locating  in  Berrien  County,  pui-chased  a  farm 
on  section  22,  Three  Oaks  Township.  The  land 
had  been  partially  cleared  by  its  former  owner,  a 
Mr.  Paddock,  and  consisted  of  about  one  hundred 
acres.  The  active  manual  labor  connected  witli 
improving  the  property  was  done  by  the  sons, 
while  the  father  was  engaged  at  his  trade.  There 
were  six  children  in  the  family,  of  whom  five  arc 
still  living.  They  are:  Isaac  W.,  a  fruit  farmer 
residing  in    Riverside,  Cal.;  our  subject;  William 


A.,  formerly  Treasurer  of  La  I'orte  County,  Ind., 
and  now  in  business  in  the  city  of  La  Porte;  Ab- 
raham F.,  who  has  a  large  furnitui'e  establishment 
at  LaPorte,  the  business  being  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  Martin  Bros.;  John  K.,  wlio  is 
engaged  in  the  dry -goods  business  at  La  Porte. 
Elizabeth  married  Marion  Love,  a  farmer  residing 
in  Three  Oaks. 

In  18^1  Mr.  Martin,  Sr.,  removed  to  the  city  of 
La  Porte,  where  he  and  ills  estimable  wife  make 
their  home.  They  arc  active  workera  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  are  people  whose  up- 
right characters  and  nobility  of  disposition  have 
endeared  them  to  a  host  of  acquaintances.  While 
not  a  partisan  in  his  political  opinions,  and  pre- 
ferring the  quiet  happiness  of  domestic  life,  undis- 
turbed bj'  the  cai-es  incident  to  public  life,  Mr. 
Martin,  nevertheless,  takes  considerable  interest  in 
all  matters  of  local  and  general  importance  and 
invariably  casts  his  ballot  and  gives  his  influence 
on  behalf  of  the  Democratic  party.  An  industri- 
ous, energetic  man,  he  is  passing  the  declining 
days  of  his  useful  existence  amid  the  comforts  ac- 
cumulated through  years  of  toil. 

At  the  age  of  two  years  our  subject  accompanied 
his  |>arcnts  to  Berrien  County,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Three  Oaks  Township,  wliere  he  com- 
menced his  studies  in  tlie  district  schools.  For  a 
short  time  he  attended  the  New  Carlisle  Normal, 
at  New  Carlisle,  Ind.,  and  at  tlie  age  of  twenty- 
one  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  first  engaging 
in  the  sawmill  business  in  Three  Oaks  Township 
for  one  year.  Then,  with  his  eldest  brother,  he 
came  to  the  village  of  Three  Oaks,  where  for  three 
years  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  Dis- 
posing of  his  interest  to  his  brother,  he  went  to 
New  Carlisle,  Ind.,  and  embarked  in  the  hardware 
business.  Thence  he  removed  to  South  Haven, 
and  for  seven  j-cars  conducted  an  extensive  and 
profitable  trade  in  his  mercantile  establishment. 
In  1879  he  came  to  Three  Oaks  and  opened  a  gen- 
eral store,  where  ho  has  a  complete  assortment  of 
dry  goods, elothing,groceries,  general  merchandise 
and  hardware.  He  also  conducts  a  first-class  liv- 
ery stable  and  caters  to  the  best  trade  in  the  city. 

May  20,  186^,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Martiu  to  Miss  Irene,  daughter  of  William  II.  Mc- 
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Dnniel,  a  traveling  salesman  of  New  Carlisle,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Mftrtii)  was  boin  in  Ohio,  but  was  quite 
young  wlicii  slie  removed  to  New  Carlisle  and  her 
educiiUon  was  rceeived  in  that  city.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Clyde,  Estclla,  Sherwood 
and  Paul.  In  fiolitics,  Mr.  Martin  is  a  stanch 
Democrat  and  invariably  gives  his  snp|tort  to  bis 
chosen  party.  At  the  present  time  he  is  serving 
ns  Supervisor  of  Tliree  Oaks  Townsliip,  of  which 
position  he  has  been  the  incumlient  tor  three  yeare. 
He  also  served  as  Township  Treasurer  for  two 
years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
of  Three  Oaks.  In  his  social  connection  he  is 
identified  with  the  Order  of  Ma(«ahees. 


>,ILLIAM  H.  ItULLAUD,  a  successful  busi- 
residing  in  Niles,  and  prouii- 
ntly  identified  with  the  interests  of  this 
city,  is  a  native  of  New  York  and  was  born  in 
Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  April  23.  1842.  His 
parents,  Ambrose  M.  and  Elizabeth  (llibatd)  Uul- 
lard,  wei-c  natives  of  Paris,  France,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1825,  locating  in  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  father  remained  for  a  number  of 
ycai-8,  and  in  1856  went  to  Paw  Paw,  Mich.,  where 
he  remained  until  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1858, 
in  tliat  plaec.  In  1859  he  returned  to  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  where  lie  remained  until  his  death. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  five  daughters 
and  seven  sons,  Wiiliam  H.  being  the  seventh  in 
Older  of  biith.  He  passed  his  boyhood  days  in 
Auburn,  where  he  acquired  the  rudiments  of  his 
education.  In  1856,  when  fourteen  yeai-s  of  age, 
he  came  to  Micliigan  and  located  at  Paw  Pan. 
Van  Buren  County,  At  the  age  of  nineteen  yeai* 
he  enlisted,  on  the  23d  of  April,  1861,  as  a  mem 
ber  of  Company  C,  Seventieth  New  York  lufan- 
ti'y,  wliich  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, Col.  Sickles  commanding  the  regiment 
Onr  subject  participated  in  many  of  the  hard- 
fought  engagements  of  the  war,  including  the  bat- 
tles of  the  Wilderness  and  the  terrible  conflict  at 


Gettysburg.  After  having  served  for  three  years, 
three  months  and  ten  days,  ho  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  July,  1864. 

At  the  close  of  his  military  service,  Mr.  Bullard 
settled  in  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  and  in  October.  1864, 
came  to  Niles,  where  he  has  since  resided.  By 
trade  a  wood-turner,  he  followed  that  occupation 
here  until  he  was  chosen  clerk  in  the  postoftice  at 
Niles.  He  served  efficiei  tl>  fo  f  \  a  and 
then  resigned  on  account  f  1  1  Itl  II  xt 
position  was  that  of  messen  b  tw  n  CI  land 
and  Chicago,  in  the  emj  1  >  f  th  I  ak  SI  e 
Railway  Company.  Aftfi  w  d  1  mb  k  I  i 
the  grocery  business,  and  fmanltb  nng 
in  that  line  has  gradually  ca  d  h  took  un- 
til it  is  now  the  most  c  n  1 1  t  n  the  tj  He 
conducts  a  large  and  proht  bl  b  n  and  e- 
garded  as  a  reliable  and  h   n     abl    m  n 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1868  W  11  am  H  Bulla  d 
arid  Miss  Carrie  G.,  dau^htei  of  Ihfl  tishei,  of 
Beri'ien  Centre,  were  united  in  marriage,  and  the 
union  has  proved  one  of  great  happiness  and 
mutual  helpfulness.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bullard  have  a 
neat  and  comfortable  home  in  Niles,  and  are  promi- 
nent in  the  society  of  this  place.  In  politics  a 
Republican,  fraternally  lie  is  connected  with 
Berrien  County  Lodge  No.  6,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Jle  was  instrumental  in 
the  organization  and  was  a  prominent  member  of 
Frank  Graves  Post  No.  64.  G.  A,  K.,  beinga  leader 
among  the  veterans  of  the  war.  Ilia  brother, 
James  F.,  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  war  and  assisted 
in  tlie  capture  of  the  famous  Confederate  Presi- 
dent, Jefferson  Davis,  as  well  as  in  his  removal  to 
Washington,  D.  C. 


-•s*s|^l@»@I^M*- 


'^^LIER  YOAR,  an  enterprising  citizen  and 
I  Jl/  P**"'^''^^^  general  agriculturist  now  residing 
i^  on  section  34,  Benton  Township,  Berrien 
1^  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  County  Clare, 
Iitlaud,  and  was  born  May  14, 1823.  His  parents, 
Wilimm  and  Mary  (Bradley)  Yoar,  wore  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in   the  Old  Countr>,  and 
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were  among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  tlieir  native 
land.  The  mother  having  iii  the  mean  time  died, 
the  father  came  in  1852  to  Araericfi,  but  after  so- 
journing for  three  years  in  St.  Josepli,  Mich.,  re- 
turned to  Ireland.  The  children  were  seven  in 
number,  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  John,  the  eld- 
est, is  a  store-keo|)er  in  St.  Joseph.  Pulrick  lives  in 
lieiiton  Harbor;  Malt  is  a  successful  agriculturist; 
Mieliacl  is  a  farmer  of  the  county,  Pcter.oursub- 
ject,  had  just  attained  his  majority  when  lie  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  St.  Jo- 
seph, his  home  for  sixteen  years.  October  1, 1846, 
Peter  Yoar  and  Miss  Margaret  Daley  were  united 
in  marriage.  Mrs.  Yoar  was  the  daughter  of  Pat- 
riek  Daley,  a  native  of  Irelan<],  in  which  country 
the  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  was  born,  reared 
and  educated,  later   coming  to  the  United  States. 

For  a  number,  of  years  Mr.  Yoar  profitably  ran 
a  sawmill,  and,  a  long-time  i-esident  of  St.  Jo- 
seph, during  the  early  days  was  numbered  among 
the  leading  citizens  and  substantial  business  men 
of  Berrien  County.  For  a  time  our  subject  lived 
in  Chicago,  but  for  the  past  thirty  years  has  con- 
tinued to  occupy  the  valuable  homesteod,  which 
he  has  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  improved  with  an  attractive  residence  and 
commodious  barns.  When  with  his  family  Mr.  Yoar 
Qrst  made  his  home  upon  section  34,  the  humble 
dwelling  which  sheltered  the  parents,  sons  and 
daughters  was  in  the  dense  woods,  which  have  by 
the  labor  of  yeai-a  been  cleared,  the  rich  soil  since 
having  yielded  a  bounteous  harvest.  The  hearte 
of  the  parents  were  gladdened  by  the  birth  of 
twelve  children,  six  of  whom  yet  survive.  Peter 
is  in  the  employ  of  P.  D.  Armour,  of  Chicago; 
Thomas  is  working  for  the  Armour  Company 
of  Kansas  City;  Matthew  is  living  in  Chicago; 
Margaret  married  Jones  Ilyner,  Captain  of  the 
Life  Saving  Station  at  Ludington,  Mich.,  who, 
in  courageously  going  to  the  rescue  of  a  crew 
whose  vessel  was  in  distress,  lost  his  life,  his  boat 
being  suddenly  capsized  in  a  sea  in  which  no  swim- 
mer could  reach  the  shore;  and  Jennie  and  Cath- 
erine are  both  residing  in  Chicago. 

At  one  time  our  subject,  who  has  been  finan- 
cially prospered,  owned  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  excellent  land,  but  gave  to  his  sons  one 


hundred  and  sixty  acres,  reserving  for  his  own 
use  an  eighty-acre  tract,  upon  which  stand  the 
improvements  he  has  from  time  to  time  ambi- 
tiously added  to  the  fine  homestead.  Mr.  Yoar 
opened  a  road  from  the  public  highway  to  his 
home,  and  is  a  believer  in  tlie  value  of  local  prog- 
ress. Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat  and  a 
firm  supporter  of  the  "Party  of  the  People."  He  is 
interested  in  local  and  national  issues,  and  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  public  matters  is  a  true  and 
loyal  citizen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yoar  were  bred  in  the 
tenets  of  the  CatholicChurch,and  have  brought  up 
their  family  to  a  due  ol)servance  of  religion.  The 
fathei  and  mother  are  regular  attendants  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Benton  Harbor,  and  are 
libtial  contributors  to  the  good  work  of  their 
parish. 


'^-■ 


-^ 


^%  UHIN  BROWN,  a  successful  and  extensive 
I  )Jl  horticulturist  of  Sodus  Township,  Berrien 
^gf'  County,  Mich.,  is  a  man  of  line  executive 
ability  and  business  enterprise  and  has  during  his 
entire  lifetime  been  associated  with  the  growth 
and  history  of  the  fState.  Mr.  Brown  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  in  September,  1836.  His 
father,  Orrin  Brown,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  whore  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Rhoda  Weaver  and  with  lier  soon  after 
emigrated  to  the  then  wiids  of  Michigan,  The 
young  couple,  making  their  liome  in  the  West  in 
that  early  day,  faced  many  privations,  but  with 
cheerful  industry  won  their  upward  way,  and  had 
apparently  a  bright  future  before  them  wlien,  prior 
to  the  birth  of  our  subject,  his  father  died.  Orrin 
was  only  six  months  old  when  the  bereaved  widow 
with  her  three  little  sons  and  father  removed,  in 
1837,  to  Will  County,  III.  About  six  mouths  after 
tlie  family  liad  located  in  their  new  home  the 
young  mother  sickened  and  died,  leaving  her  or- 
plianed  children  to  the  eareof  relatives.  Norman 
E.  Brown,  the  eldest  of  the  brothers,  is  now  sur- 
viving and  resides  in  St,  .loseph,  Mich. 

Orrin,  reared  in  Will  County,  III.,  attended  the 
[»ublic  schools  and  received  a  good  common  edu- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


^^^^U^  •^.^^H^^iJtA^ — ^ 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  lilOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


697 


cation.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  iie  worked 
at  th«  carpenter's  trade  with  his  brothers  until 
1863,  when  lie  came  to  Sodus  Township  and  set- 
tled in  his  present  locality.  He  at  once  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade  and  milling  business,  and  re- 
mained in  this  line  of  occupation  tor  five  years. 
lie  then  bought  land  and  went  into  the  culture  of 
fruit  and,  being  pi-ospered,  has  since  continued  in 
the  same  branch  of  agriculture.  Mr.  Brown  hah 
forty-tive  acres  in  cultivation,  four  acres  in  straw- 
berries and  raspberries,  and  he  also  raises  enough 
grain  for  home  consumption.  Answering  to  the 
final  call  of  the  Government  during  the  Civil  War, 
our  subject  for  a  time  forsook  his  peaceful  occupa- 
tion and  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
entering  Company  K,  Fonrteenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, in  1864,  .-ind  remaining  in  constant  mili- 
tary duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Brown 
took  part  in  the  famous  march  of  Sherman  to  the 
sea  and  was  mustered  out  at  New  York  City,  in 
June  1865. 

In  1858,  Orrin  Brown  and  Frances  Hamilton 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Brown  was  the 
<laughter  of  Adam  and  Maggie  Hamilton,  old-time 
residents  of  Kankakee  County,  111.  Unto  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  born  the 
following  cliildi-en:  Elroy  O.,  the  eldest- born,  mar- 
ried Miss  Lottie  E.  Dick  and  is  making  his  liome 
in  Cass  County,  Mich.  Rhoda  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Perry  G.  Pugh,  and  resides  m  Bainbridgc  Town- 
ship, Mich.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  second  time  united 
in  marriage,  wedding  Miss  F.  Marin  IJutlei,  a  lady 
of  worth  and  intelligeiicn.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  piom- 
inent  member  and  officer  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  is  a  Class-leader  and  Tiustee  and 
has  been  Steward.  With  liis  wife  he  is  active  in  the 
good  work  of  that  religious  organization  and  libei- 
ally  assists  in  the  promotion  and  extension  of  its  in- 
fluence. Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of 
George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,G.  A.  R.,  and  much 
enjoys  there-unions  of  the  oi-der.  Politically, he  is 
a  stalwart  Republican  and  has  always  voted  that 
ticket.  A  true  and  loyal  citizen  and  an  excellent 
friend  ."ind  neighbor,  lie  commands  the  esteem  and 
high  regard  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  He 
has  won  his  way  unaided  in  life  and  may  with 
pleasure  reflect  upon  an    industrious   and   useful 


career,  guided  by  principle.  I^ft  an  orphan  in 
infancy,  he  attained  to  a  self-respecting  and  self- 
reliant  manliood  and  is  in  the  highest  sense  of  the 
word  a  representative  American  citizen. 


ii^^M  ^  n  ^  iic^^ii 


J'OHN  W.  UEMl'SEY.  a  prominent  pioneer 
I  settler  and  successful  general  farmer  and 
!  stock-raiser  of  Bertiand  Township.  Berrien 
County,  came  with  his  [Mtrents  to  this  Stat« 
in  very  early  days,  and  in  1838  settled  in  the 
woods,  living  in  tlie  log  cabin  built  by  his  father. 
A  sturdy,  resolute  boy  of  ten,  he  soon  adapted 
himself  to  the  privations  and  experiences  of  pio- 
neer life,  and  as  lie  attained  to  manhood  became 
an  important  factor  in  local  progress  and  advance- 
ment. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Allen  Township,  Alle- 
gany County,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1827.  His  father, 
John  Dempsey,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  w.is  born  in  Schoharie  County,  July  16, 
1800,  and  was  reared  in  his  birthplace,  and  early 
trained  to  assist  in  the  duties  of  his  father's  farm. 
He  continued  in  the  purauit  of  agricuitui-e  all  Uis 
life.  Married  in  his  early  home,  he  located  on  a 
farm  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  remained 
there  a  number  of  years.  Finally,  following  the 
stream  of  emigration  headed  Westward,  he,  with 
his  family,  journeyed  to  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
and  settled  in  the  then  wilderness,  building  the 
humble  cabin  of  logs  which  safely  sheltered  him- 
self, wife  and  children. 

Arriving  in  the  State  of  Michigan  in  1838.John 
Dempsey  survived  fourteen  years,  and  was  an  ac- 
tive participant  in  the  wonderful  changes  wrought 
in  that  time.  He  passed  away  in  1852,  mourned 
as  a  public  Iwa  by  the  community  among  whom 
he  was  well  known  and  highly  regarded.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Mark  Dempse.y,  born  in  New 
York,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Three  broth- 
ers, who  emigrated  from  the  Old  Country  and 
were  soon  separated  after  reaching  the  United 
States,  were  the  founders  of  this  branch  of  the 
Dempsey    family    in   America,  the  original  Demp- 
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seys  having  been  among  the  eaily  Colonists,  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Betsey  (White)  Dempsey, 
was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  V,,  July  80, 
1793.  She  lived  to  Iw  seventy-three  years  of  age, 
and  was  of  Suot«h-I lish-Oernian  descent.  The 
parenl-s  of  John  W,  Dempsey  were  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  ten  children,  three  daughters  and  seven 
sons.  Three  sons  and  two  dauglitei-s  survived  to 
maturity.  The  three  sons  are  now  living,  our 
subject  being  tlie  eldest-born.  James  E.  resides  in 
Dayton,  Berrien  County,  Mich.;  he  lives  with  a 
son.  Joseph  M.  is  a  woll-knowu  citizen  of  Benton 
Harbor. 

Mr,  Dempsey  was  but  leii  years  of  age  when, 
with  his  sisters  and  brothers,  lie  located  in  Miclii- 
gan.  lie  had  enjoyed  instruction  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  State,  but  afterward  attended  the 
primitive  schoolhouse  of  his  home  district,  walk- 
ing through  storms  and  sunshine,  a  mile  or  more 
each  way.  He  assisted  npon  tbe  farm  until  the 
death  of  tiis  father,  and  then  took  full  charge  of 
the  work  of  the  homestead,  but  as  others  were 
able  to  cultivate  the  family  acres,  he  found  em- 
ployment by  the  month  on  adjoining  farms,  and 
aided  his  father  long  before  his  death  with  his 
hard-earned  dollai-s.  Money  was  not  plentiful 
with  the  Dempseys  then,  and  year  after  year  they 
continued  to  make  their  liome  in  the  log  cabin. 

July  4,  1866,  John  W.  Demjteey  and  Libhie  j{. 
Dakin  were  married.  Mrs.  Dempsey  was  a  native  of 
Ingham  Township,  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  and  was 
born  in  1848,  Her  father,  John  Dakin,  was  born 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  found  his  way  to 
Michigan  in  an  early  day.  Her  jnother,  Amaryllis 
(Southworth)  Dakin,  was,  like  her  husband,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Dakin  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  four  daughters  and  five 
sons,  Mrs.  Dempsey  being  the  eighth  child.  She 
was  educated  in  the  State  of  lier  nativity. 

Our  subject  loiaited  where  he  now  resi'les,  upon 
section  3,  immediately  following  his  wedding,  and 
there,  upon  the  old  home  farm  endeared  by  many 
memories,  Mr.  Dempsey  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  reared  their  family  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Charles  U.  makes  bis  home  in  the 
State  of  Washington;  Nora  is  the  wife  of  Arthur 
Jlile^,  of  South  Dakota;  and  Zelma  and  John  Will- 


iam are  at  home  with  their  parents.  The  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  is  nearly  all  under 
productive  and  profitable  cultivation,  and  is  de- 
voted to  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Dempsey  and  his  family  are  members  and 
attendants  ()f  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Buchanan  Township,  and  are  active  in  the  good 
work  and  social  enterprises  of  that  denomination. 
Mr.  Dcmi>sey  afilliates  with  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  member  of  the  lodge 
at  Buchanan.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Eastern  HUtr, 
and  his  daughter  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
same  order.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  is  interested  in  local  and  national  affairs. 
By  his  own  efforts  he  has  overcome  the  dilliculties 
of  early  days,  and  now,  financially  prospered,  may 
enjoy  the  success  lie  has  so  worthily  won  hy  per- 
sistent and  intelligent  industry. 


^^pl    F.    IRKLANI).      The    occupation    which 
^O,       this  genllciii.an  now  follows  has  received 
ji  It      hi.s  attention    for  many  years,  and   it  is 
i^  but    the    truth    to  say  that  in   it  he  is 

thoroughly  posted  and  well  informed,  and  liis 
labors  in  this  direction  have  contributed  very  ma- 
terially to  the  reputation  Cass  County  enjoys  as  a 
rich  farming  region.  In  connection  with  this,  he 
has  also  been  engaged  in  other  occupations,  hut 
no  matter  what  he  has  attempted,  success  has  in- 
variably followed.  Like  many  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmei-s  of  this  locality,  be  is  a  native  of 
the  State,  and  was  born  in  Berrien  County  in  1846, 
the  son  of  Silas  and  Matilda  (Michaels)  Ireland. 

Stephen  Ireland,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  the  son  of  John  Ireland,  who  was  probably  a 
native  of  Maryland,  and  whose  ancestore  emi- 
grated from  Scotland  at  a  period  antedating  tlic 
Revolutionary  War.  These  ancestors  settled  in 
Maryland,  and  there  Stephen  first  saw  the  light 
of  day.  He  probably  grew  to  manhood  in  tliat 
State,  and  became  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  in 
connection  was  also  engaged  as  a  drover.  When 
he  had  attained  his  majority  lie  lyent  to  Ohio  with 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  ISICGKAPHICAL   RECORD. 


599 


his  parents,  and  settled  in  Ross  County,  where  lie 
entered  Government  land.  Tlieycuttlit  road  to 
their  (arms  and  built  a  lo^  caliin  near  a  large 
spring,  wliero  tliey  had  an  abundance  of  clear,  cold 
water.  He  married  in  Ohio,  and  ten  eliildren 
were  the  fruits  of  this  union,  the  father  of  our 
subject  being  the  eldest  in  order  of  birth.  In  jjol- 
itics,  Mr.  Ireland  was  probably  a  Democrat. 

Silas  Ireland,  son  of  the  above,  was  horn  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  in  1818,  and  there  his  boyhood  and 
youth  were  t>08sed.  The  principal  part  of  his  ed- 
ucation was  received  by  observation  and  self- 
study,  for  schools  at  that  time  were  few  and  far 
between  He  made  surveying  a  special  study  and 
beitnie  quite  prolleient  in  that  Up  to  the  ige  of 
twenty  one  he  tenmned  with  bin  paients  and  at 
thtt  Ige  his  fathei  gave  him  a  hoi--e  ind  '■iddlc 
and  4100  m  mone\  Alout  1832  he  madt  his 
w-n  to  Michigan  and  settled  m  lieiiien  Count\, 
wlieie  he  puichaiiLd  eightv  actes  of  land  of  P  has 
Jewell  pacing  1200  foi  the  samt,  In  oidei  to 
make  payments  on  the  plice  he  giubbed  at  fifty 
cents  per  day. 

That  county  was  the  scene  of  his  union  with 
Miss  Matilda  Michaels,  their  nuptials  being  cele- 
brated in  the  year  1833.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Adam  and  Mary  Michaels.  Immediately  after 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Ireland  turned  his  attention 
strictly  to  his  farm,  and  cleared  it  of  the  heavy 
timber  with  which  it  was  covered.  To  the  original 
tract  he  has  added  forty  acres,  and  since  then  he 
has  been  a  dealer  in  real  estate  in  lierrien  and 
Cass  Counties,  and  in  Iowa  and  Missouri,  owning 
at  one  time  over  eighteen  hundred  acres.  lie  was 
also  engaged  in  the  milling  and  lumber  business 
to  son  e  extent,  and  had  a  controlling  interest  in 
the  Benton  Harbor  Plow  Company,  which  lost 
heavily  by  fire. 

His  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve 
children.  E.  M.  married  Miss  McGill;  A.  F.  is 
our  subject;  Almeda  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen; Carrie  is  deceased;  Alice,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Zeph  Shaffer;  Charles  married  Miss  Nancy 
File;  Libbie  married  L.  H.  Perry;  Frank  married 
Miss  Maggie  Fleweilen;  Milo  is  next  in  order; 
Hattio  was  mairicd  to  E.  S.  Cameron;  Roscoe  died 
Ht  the  age  of  nineteen;  and  George  is  next.     In 


politics,  the  father  was  a  Democi-at.  He  is  a 
prominent  man  in  his  county,  and  was  sent  to  the 
State  Legislature  in  the  year  1876.  He  has  held 
the  oniee  of  County  Surveyor  of  Berrien  County 
for  many  years,  as  well  as  other  positions  of 
note.  A  director  in  the  Citizens'  Bank  of  Niles, 
and  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Dowagiac,  he  is 
well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county. 
He  makes  his  home  on  the  farm  he  first  bought  on 
coming  to  this  Stete. 

Until  twenty-one  years  of  age  our  subject  re- 
mained under  tiie  parental  roof,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the 
schools  at  Niies  and  Dowagiac.  Upon  attaining 
his  ma3ority  lie  went  to  Missouri,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  selling  wagons  for  a  year.  After  this  be 
came  Noith  again,  and  later  went  to  Wisconsin, 
wheie  he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade,  having 
leiincd  the  latter  in  his  native  State.  A  year 
latei  lie  went  to  Minneapolis,  Minn., and  has  made 
hi'5  home  there  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since, 
following  his  trade  for  the  most  part.  He  worked 
two  seasons  on  the  depot  building  for  the  Great 
Northern  liailroad,  and  then,  in  1884,  came  to 
Cass  County,  where  he  remained  four  years.  Re- 
turning to  Minneapolis,  he  remained  thei-e  three 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county.  He  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  has 
a  fine  place  on  section  22,  Silver  Creek  Township. 
He  was  married  in  Berrien  County  to  Miss  Louisa 
Abell,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Charlotte  (Bortle) 
Abell.  Three  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
Max.  Birdie  and  Zoe.  Socially,  Mr.  Ireland  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  politically 
he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


-m= 


IIL^ENRY  AUGUST  WILLIAM  HELMHOLZ 

W)i  is  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  the 
ifc^^    village  of  Three  Oaks,  having  come  hither 

1^1  at  a  period  so  early  in  the  history  of  the 
place  that  there  were  but  sixteen  families  located 
here.  Many  years  have  come  and  gone  since  then ; 
there  have  been  i-emarkable  changes  and  wonder- 
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ful  iniprovemcnts,  and  the  village  is  now  one  of 
the  most  thriving  in  southwestern  Michigan. 
'llieso  hippy  results  h.ive  been  secured  tlirongh 
the  exertions  of  a  number  of  public-spirited  men, 
of  whom  Mr.  llclmliolz  is  one.  His  is  one  of  the 
familiar  faces  of  Tlii-ec  Oaks,  and  in  hts  little  shop 
he  has  industriously  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  slioe- 
maktr  for  thirty-Five  years. 

A  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  on  tJic  9th  of  June,  1833. 
His  parents,  Henry  and  Ix)uisa  Helmholz,  were  na- 
tives of  Germany,  and  died,  the  former  when  our 
subject  was  quite  young,  and  the  latter  in  1883, 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  large  familj'  of 
children,  fonr  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Charles, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Hamburg,  Geniiany;  Char- 
lotte, a  resident  of  Luneburg,  Germany;  William, 
of  Cincinnati;  and  Henry  A.  W.,  of  this  sketch. 
The  father  followed  his  ti-ade  of  a  cooper,  and  was 
an  industrious,  lionomble  man,  whose  early  death 
was  deeply  mourned. 

In  the  schools  of  Dahlenburg,  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, the  subject  of  this  sketch  received  an  excel- 
lent education,  fitting  him  for  life's  active  duties. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  at  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  after  which  he  worked  as  a 
"jour"  for  six  years,  traveling  from  place  to  place 
and  engaging  in  mending  shoes.  On  the  16th  of 
November,  1857,  he  left  his  native  land  and  took 
passage  on  a  vessel  bound  for  America.  Arriving 
in  this  country,  he  proceeded  directly  to  Chicago. 
Thence  he  went  to  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  and  from 
that  place,  after  a  sojourn  of  two  months,  he  came 
to  Three  Oaks,  and  for  two  yeara  traveled  through 
the  surrounding  country,  following  his  trade.  In 
1858  he  opened  a  shop,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
in  business. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1862,  Mr.  Helmholz 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frederica, 
daughter  of  Tobias  Henzler.  Mrs.  Helmholz  was 
bovn  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to 
the  Unit«d  States  about  1852,  She  became  the 
mother  of  sis  children,  of  whom  five  are  now 
living,  viz.:  Lottie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mathew 
Hauser,  a  farmer  residing  in  Three  Oaks;  Lena, 
the  wife  of  William  Waltz,  a  harness-maker  resid- 
iug  in  Three  Oaks;  Amelia,  a  clerk  in  the  post-of. 


fice  at  Three  Oaks;  William,  a  book-keeper,  who 
resides  with  liis  parents;  and  Charles,  a  clerk  in 
the  stoi-e  of  -lames  L.  McKee, 

Ever  since  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Helmholz  has  cast  iiis  ballot  in  favor  of 
the  candidates  .ind  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  identified  with  the  German  Work- 
ingmen's  Society.  Himself  and  wife,  with  all 
their  children,  are  active  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  toward  the  support  of  which 
they  contribute  regularly  and  generously.  At 
the  lime  of  emigrating  to  this  country,  Mr. 
Helmholz  was  very  poor,  with  scarcely  any  of  this 
world's  goods  to  call  his  own,  and  ail  that  he  now 
has   he  acquired  through  industry  and  economy. 


.tr^jOBKllT  H,  WILKY,  a  successful  farmer 
llWr  residing  on  section  30,  La  Grange  Town- 
4i  Al  ship,  Ciss  County,  was  born  in  CassopollB. 
^)this  county,  in  1840,  and  is  the  son  of 
VVilliam  G.  and  Harriet  A.  (Sifcrt)  Wiley.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  .lol in  II,  Wiley, 
was  born  in  the  North  of  IreKnd,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  i-an  away  from  home,  in  eomiwiny  with 
hts  brother  Robert.  P^migrating  to  America,  he 
located  in  New  York  City,  and  for  a  short  time 
followed  a  seafaring  life.  In  New  York  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Hannah  Prior,  who  was  born  in  that  city 
and  was  of  Dutch  descent. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Grandfather  Wiley  re- 
moved to  New  Jei'scy,  and  from  there  proceeded 
to  Erie,  Pa,,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a 
cooper.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
from  that  State  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
Cassopolis  about  1 835.  Here  he  followed  his  trade 
until  his  death.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat, 
firm  in  his  adherence  to  the  party  of  his  choice. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  participated  in 
the  capture  of  Biack  Rock.  His  family  included 
the  following-named  children :  James,  Robert, 
William  (father  of  our  subject),  Joanna  M.,  Char- 
lotte, Hannah    and  Sarali,     His  wife,    nn<\    the 
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mother  of  these  children,  survived  for  many  years, 
passing  away  at  tlie  advanced  age  of  eighty-four. 
William  (J.  Wiley  was  l>orn  in  Nl'w  York  City, 
in  1816,  and  became  self-tiup|iorliiig  upon  reaching 
his  majority.  He  learned  llie  cooper's  trade,  wliicti 
lie  followed  prior  to  his  removal  to  Michigan.  He 
married,  in  Cass  County,  Harriet  A.,  daugliter  of 
Lemuel  and  Elizabeth  (Gambol)  Sifei-t,  the  father 
born  in  1794.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Peter 
Sifert,  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  1758,  and  emigrated 
to  America  when  a  young  man,  parti ci|)a ting  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  After  his  marriage.  Mi 
Wiley,  Sr.,  followed  his  trade  a  number  of  yeais 
in  Wayne  Township,  and  in  1854  came  to  the 
farm  now  owned  by  our  subject.  Here  lie  pureh.ased 
two  hundred  aci-es,  and  u|Kin  the  home  there 
established  remained  until  his  demise,  at  the  age 
of  forty-nine,  in  18C5.  His  wife  isstitl  living,and 
has  reached  the  .-idvancod  age  of  seventy  years. 
They  were  both  devoted  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
knew  them.  Politically,  lie  was  a  Democi-at,  and 
in  his  social  connections  was  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Cassopolis, 
and  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  the  same  place.  A 
m.an  of  prominence  in  tiic  community,  he  was  often 
called  to  positions  of  trust,  and  occupied  a  num- 
ber of  local  township  oflices. 

Ill  the  parental  family  there  were  (Ive  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  The  others  are: 
I{ol)ert  H.,  of  this  sketch;  Emily,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam II.  Ilain;  Mary  K.,  Mra.  Marcus  J).  Mealoy;  and 
■lolin,  who  resides  in  Wexford  County,  Mich.  Mary 
is  deceased.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained 
at  homo  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  <ild,  niean- 
wlifle  receiving  a  common-school  education  in  the 
home  neighborhood  and  at  Niles.  For  a  time  he 
followed  f.irming  pursuits  on  a  [xirtion  of  his 
father's  farm,  but  in  1864  went  to  California,  where 
for  eighteen  months  he  was  variously  occupied. 
Ilpiin  the  death  of  his  father,  he  returned  hometo 
assume  the  management  of  the  est.ate. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wiley  took  place  in  1867, 
and  united  him  with  151  na  C,  daughter  of  Brigg 
W.  and  Paulina  (Norton)  Hill.  Mi-s.  Wiley  was 
born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  in  1844,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage has  had  thiee  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 


infancy.  The  only  surviving  child  is  Hattie. 
While  a  Democrat  in  his  political  opinions,  Mr. 
Wiley  is  very  liberal  in  his  views.  For  eleven 
years  he  served  as  Supervisor  of  his  township,  and 
he  has  occupied  other  responsible  positions.  He  is 
a  man  who  maintains  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters 
of  public  interest  and  importance,  and  as  a  citizen 
i  public-spirited  and  enterprising.  As  the  result 
of  his  energy  and  perseverance,  he  has  increased 
the  value  of  his  father's  estate,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  of 
which  ont  hundred  and  sixty  ai'C  tillable.  His 
him  w  one  of  the  best  in  the  township,  and  con- 
tains all  the  improvements  to  be  found  upon  a 
firet  cliss  plice 


^-^-^^•^^^■^-^^ 


y  I  I.LI  AM  HASLKTT,  deceased,  who  was 
for  over  two-score  years  a  prosperous 
\Jf^  representative  general  agriculturist  and 
successful  stoek-raiser  of  Uertrand  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  during  his  long  career  of 
usefulness  held  many  important  positions  of  trust, 
and  was  mourned  as  a  public  loss  wiien,  June  1 1, 
1889,  he  p.issed  to  his  rest.  For  years  he  had  served 
acceptably  as  Supervisor  of  the  township,  and  as 
Secretary  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany discharged  his  duties  with  fidelity,  and  estali- 
lished  a  large  acquaintance  throughout  the  county. 
Honored  for  liis  sterling  integrity  of  thai-aeter,  his 
memory  will  long  be  preserved  in  the  hearts  of 
many  old  friends  tried  and  true.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  March  22,  1820. 
His  fatlier,John  Haslett,  was  of  English  descent,  as 
was  likewise  the  mother,  l^etitia  Dunlap,  and  both 
the  parents  were  Pennsylvanians  by  birth.  Mr. 
Haslett  went  to  Indiana  with  his  parents  in  1837, 
and  was  among  the  pioneers  of  St.  .Joseph  County. 
He  gained  his  education  in  his  native  State,  and 
soon  after  arriving  in  his  new  home  began  life  tor 
himself.  He  was  married  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
July  21,1847,  to  Miss  Maiy  E.  Best,  and  in  the 
following  November  located  on  the  farm  whore 
Mi's.  Haslett  now  resides. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


602 


PORTEATT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECOED. 


Ml'.  Hnslett  was  in  political  affiliation  a  Demo- 
crat and  was  elected  by  that  party  to  the  office  of 
Supervisor,  which  liie  hel(J  with  marked  efficiency 
so  many  terms.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  lodge  of  Ancient  Fi-ee  &  Accepted  Masons  in 
Buchanan  Township.  Our  subject  was  interred  by 
the  Masons  at  the  Howe  Cemetery,  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances  following  his  remains  to  their  last 
resting-place.  A  kind  friend  and  public -spirited 
citizen,  his  helping  hand  was  ever  extended  to 
assist  others  in  their  hour  of  need.  Mrs.  Mary 
Ellen  (ISest)  Haslett  was  born  in  White  Deer 
Township,  Union  County,  Pa.,  September  8,  1828. 
Her  father,  William  Best,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  in  March 
1800.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  removed 
with  his  wife  to  Union  County,  Pa.,  and  several 
years  later  emigrated  to  Indiana,  settling  in  St. 
Joseph  County  in  1841  He  located  near  Granger, 
Ind.,  on  a  farm,  and  died  there  October  12,  1844. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Haslett.  Rachel  McAfee,  was 
born  in  the  Quaker  Stale  August  22,  1805,  and 
died  in  Pennsylvania  in  early  womanhood,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1831.  The  maternal  grandfather,  James 
McAfee,  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  been  born  in  the  Old  Country.  The  father 
and  mother  of  Mrs.  Haslett  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  two  daughtere  and  one  son.  The 
father,  twice  married,  had  by  his  second  wife  two 
daughters  and  two  sons.  Mra,  Haslett,  who  was 
the  eldest  child,  is  now  the  only  survivor  of  the 
sons  and  daughters  who  gathered  in  the  home  of 
her  father.  She  removed  with  her  father  and 
step-mother  to  Indiana  in  1841,  and  there  com- 
pleted her  education. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  widow  were 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  sons,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  fivesnrvivingare  manly  and 
intelligent  young  men,  worthily  performing  their 
allotted  duties  in  life,  and  occupj'  social  and  busi- 
ness positions  of  usefulness.  James  D.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Chikaming  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.  Robert  N.  assists  his  mother  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  productive  home  farm.  ,Tohn  A. 
also  assists  at  home.  William  B.  makes  his  home 
in  Bertrand  Township  on  a  farm  of  his  own. 
Charles  L.  lives  in  Chesterton,  Porter  County,  Ind. 


Andrew  D.  died  when  six  months  old.  An  infant 
died  unnamed;  those  deceased  were  the  second  and 
third  sons.  The  children  were  all  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  contains  two  hundred  and  two 
finely  cultivated  acres,  forty  acres  situated  in 
Chikaming  Township.  Mrs.  Haslett  is  a  member 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  A  woman  of  resolution  and 
excellent  judgment,  she  conducts  her  various  busi- 
ness interests  with  ability,  and  is  highly  regarded 
by  her  many  friends  and  numerous  aequaintanees 
of  the  county  of  Berrien. 


^^i'  RRAM     YATES.     For    more    than    thirty 
f^Ol    years  this  gentleman  has  conducted  agri- 
Ijl  It    cultural  pursuits  upon  his  farm  in  Berrien 
^P  County,  and  has  a  iiost  of  warm  personal 

friends  among  the  people  of  his  community.  His 
farm  consists  of  three  hundred  and  ten  acres  and 
is  pleasantly  located  on  sections  1,  2,  11  and  12 
Watervliet  Township.  At  the  time  of  locating 
here,  in  1859,  he  purchased  only  seventy  acres, 
hut  as  lime  passed  by  and  as  his  exertions  were  re- 
warded with  success,  lie  was  enabled  to  add  to  liis 
landed  possessions  until  they  aggregate  the  amount 
above  named.  He  has  cleared  and  cultivated 
about  seventy  acres  of  the  property,  and  has  erected 
a  number  of  first-class  farm  buildings,  adapted  to 
their  various  purposes  and  considerably  enhancing 
the  value  of  the  place. 

The  son  of  Abram  and  Elizabeth  (Devoe)  Yates, 
the  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Schaghticoke,  Rensselaer  County,  N,  Y.,  October 
3,  1825.  He  traces  hisancestry  to  Holland,  whence 
meinbei-s  of  the  family  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  an  early  day.  Great-grandfather  Peter 
Yates  was  a  Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
afterward  settled  wheie  the  ^landfather,  father  of 
our  subject  and  oui  subject  himself  were  all  born. 
Jacob  Yates  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
and  married  there,  becoming  the  father  of  six  chil- 
dren: Peter,  Cornelius,  Chiistophci,  Abram,  Maria 
and  Sarah. 

The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  entire  life 
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upon  the  faim  wlieie  he  was  born.  He  died  in 
1837,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-nine,  leaving  his 
widow  and  eiglit  eliildren;  Maria;  Jolin;  Jacob, 
deceased;  William,  who  died  in  Montcalm  County, 
Mich.;  Abram;  Henry,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  Au- 
gustus, who  also  resides  in  Rochester;  and  Charles. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  a  second  time  married, 
becoming  the  wife  of  Christopher  Yates,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  one  daughter.  Sarali,  a  resi- 
dent of  New  Jersey. 

After  completing  his  schooling,  jit  the  age  of  fif- 
t«en  our  subject  began  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world,  and  for  ten  years  worked  in  the  employ 
of  others.  I^ter  he  resided  for  five  years  in  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.  In  April,  1854,  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  near  Hartford,  where  he 
purchased  eighty  acres, and  resided  thercanumber 
of  years,  engaging  in  its  impi-ovement  and  culti- 
vation. As  above  stated,  he  came  to  his  present 
farm  in  1859  and  lias  since  made  his  home  here. 
He  has  accumulated  a  large amountof  this  world's 
goods  through  his  industrious  efforts  and  excel- 
lent maiiagement,  and  is  entitled  to  a  foremost  po- 
sition among  the  agrieulturisls  of  the  county.  In 
former  years  he  alflliated  with  the  Whigs,  and  now 
gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic  party.  So- 
cially, he  feikes  considerable  interest  in  the  Ma- 
sonic fi-atcrnity,  of   which  he  is  an  active  member. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  on 
the  16th  of  Februarj',  1854,  bore  the  maiden 
name  ot  Eliza  M.  Wooden,  and  was  born  in  Cliili, 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  on  Christmas  Day,  1834. 
Her  father,  James  Wooden,  was  born  in  Geneva 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  December,  1 801 ;  and  her  mother, 
Sophia  (Beaman)  Wooden,  was  born  in  Windsor 
County,  Vt.,  I>eing  the  daughter  of  Josliua  licaman, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  died  in  Franklin 
County,  N.  Y.  James  Wooden  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  deatli  occurred  on  the  12th  of  November,  1890. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  (irst  union  being  with 
Eliza  Gates.  Of  his  second  marriage  ten  children, 
eight  living,  were  born:  Eliza,  Julia,  Emily,  Lod- 
awiok,  Matilda,  Laura,  Charles  and  Lorettji.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  March  29,  1880. 

The  paternal  gi-andfather  of  Mrs.  Yates  was 
William  Wooden,  who  was  born  in  Newburg,  N.Y., 


April  I,  1780.  His  wife,  Sarah  Widner,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  came  to  Senaca,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 
They  settled  in  Chili,  N.  Y.,  where  Grandfather 
Wooden  passed  away.  They  wore  the  parents  of 
four  sons  and  nine  daughters.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather, .lames  Wooden,  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land and  the  firat  representative  of  the  family  in 
tlie  United  States.  One  of  Mrs.  Yates'  brothers, 
Fernando  C.  Wooden,  enlisted  in  the  Union  army, 
becoming  a  member  of  Company  B,  Thirty-fifth 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  died  at  Cairo,  111.,  while  in 
active  service.  Lodawick,  another  brother,  enlisted 
from  Kocliester,  N.  Y.  He  wag  a  sharpshooter  and 
lost  his  legs  in  the  service.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Y'ates  were  born  five  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living:  Edson  A.,  Charles  D.  and  p:dith  M.  The 
otliers  died  in  infancy. 


^i^^^i^,tc^Si' 


ylLLIAM  CONLEY.  Ohio  has  contributed 
to  Michigan  many  eiitimable  citizens,  but 
^f^  she  has  contributed  none  more  wortliy  of 
respect  and  esteem  than  William  Conley,  who  is 
classed  among  the  prominent  and  wealthy  agri- 
culturists of  Cass  County.  He  was  born  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  in  the  part  that  is  now  Summit 
County,  March  3,  1822,  and  was  next  to  the  eld- 
est of  a  family  of  nine  children,  four  sons  and 
five  daughtci-s,  born  to  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Williams)  Coniey. 

William  Conley,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  born  near  Ilagei-stown,  and  was  the  son 
of  Kli  Conley,  who  was  born  in  London,  Engl.tnd, 
but  who  came  to  America  when  quite  young.  The 
latter  settled  in  Virginia  and  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  a  man  of  moderate  means.  William  Con- 
ley, Sr.,  was  a  shoemaker  liy  trade  in  early  life, 
and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  After 
moving  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  he  entered  a  small 
tractof  land,  on  wiiich  lie  lived  until  Iris  death  in 
1836.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State  and  was  the  daughter  of  George   Williams, 
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who  was  a  Pennsylvania  Dutchman.  Early  in  life, 
Mrs.  Coiiley  was  taken  by  her  parents  to  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  her  father  took  wp  land 
from  the  Government.  There  both  her  parents 
passed  the  remainder  of  tlieir  days. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Elkhart 
Uounty.  Ind.,  in  the  year  1887.  She  had  re- 
moved there  in  the  year  1850  to  live  with  one  of 
her  sons.  Of  her  children,  James  died  when  small; 
Deiila  married  D.  H.  Norton,  a  prominent  phy- 
sician of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  died  there  in 
March,  1891,  leaving  two  children,  a  boy  and  a 
girl;  George  is  a  farmer  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.; 
Eliza  Jane  married  Samuel  Williams,  a  farmer,  and 
they  went  to  Illinois,  where  she  now  resides,  her 
husband  having  died  there;  Eli  resides  in  Elkhart, 
Ind,,  and  has  made  a  fortune  in  the  real-estate 
business;  Caroline  married  Fred  Shaffer,  who  re- 
sides at  Elkhart,  and  who  has  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  railroad  company  for  thirty  years;  Jeremiah 
married  Anna  Miller,  and  died  at  Elkhart  about 
1873,  leaving  two  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  his  father  when  our  sub- 
ject was  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  latter  re- 
ceived very  little  schooling.  Cor  the  support  of  the 
family  fell  upon  his  shoulders.  Even  at  that  early 
age  he  showed  much  good  sense  and  judgment  in 
his  manner  of  doing  work,  and  has  ever  been  con- 
sidered a  man  ot  moi-e  than  ordinary  ability.  He 
took  up  his  father's  trade,  that  of  shoemaker,  and 
for  years  afterwards  he  contributed  out  of  his 
small  earnings  to  the  support  of  the  family. 

In  1844,  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Menser,  who 
was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  August  9, 
1821,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Conrad  Menser.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and 
early  in  life  emigrated  to  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  became  a  prominent  farmer,  accumulat- 
ing quite  a  fortune.  He  died  there  in  1883,  Mrs. 
Conley  received  a  fair  education  in  the  German 
language,  and  from  her  Mr.  Conley  learned  to 
read,  write  and  speak  that  language.  He  contin- 
ued to  work  at  the  shoemaker's  trade  for  eleven 
yeare,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness enterprises  for  some  time.  In  1856,  he  went 
to  Indiana,  and  with  1450  which  he  had  managed 
to  save  from   the   time   of   his  father's  death,  he 


bought  a  team  and  other  necessary  things,  and 
went  to  work  on  forty  acres  of  land  that  he  bad 
gone  in  debt  for. 

This  proved  to  be  the  turning-point  in  his  life, 
for  he  soon  paid  for  bis  land,  sold  it  later  at  a 
good  price,  and  in  186.5  came  to  Cass  County, 
Mich,,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Mason  Township.  He  ran  in  debt 
for  this  farm,  but  later  paid  this  off,  erected  good 
buildings  on  it,  and  made  many  other  improve- 
ments. Since  then  he  has  purchased  two  other 
farms,  paid  for  them,  and  is  now  considered  one 
of  the  wealthiest  farmers  in  Mason  Township. 
The  greater  part  of  his  property  is  the  result  of 
great  industry  and  perseverance  on  his  part,  and 
he  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  success. 

Nine  children  have  been  the  result  of  the  mar- 
riage of  our  subject,  two  of  whom  died  young, 
Susan  married  Isaac  Moser,  one  of  the  wealthy 
men  of  Mason  Township;  William  H.  is  a  resident 
of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.;  Uriaee  resides  on  one  of 
his  father's  farms;  Rohanna  married  Peter  Hunt, 
a  farmer  of  Adams  County,  Neb.;  Eliza  Jane  mar- 
ried A,  P.  Boyer,  a  prominent  inventor;  Frances 
resides  with  her  parents;  and  Elizabeth  married 
Frank  Butler,  and  resides  on  one  of  Mr.  Conley's 
farms.  In  politics,  Mr.  Conley  has  ever  been  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  came  from  an  old-line  Dem- 
(wratic  family.  In  fact,  he  is  the  only  Republican 
in  the  family.  He  has  never  aspired  to  oflice  and 
has  never  accepted  one. 


im^      popular  summ 
^\V       and  owner  of  a 


Robert  SPINK,  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
r  resorts  of  Berrien  County 
fine  fruit  farm  on  section 

^8)  25,  St.  Joseph  Township,  was  born  in  .lef- 
ferson  County,  N,  Y.,  February  2,  1832.  His  fa- 
ther, Samuel  Spink,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
and  there  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ada 
Consaul,  whose  father  was  a  hero  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  lost  a  limb  in  that  memor- 
able struggle,  being  afterward  a  pensioner  of  the 
Government.     In  1844  the  parents  of  our  subject 
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I'umovetl  Westward  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Luciis 
County,  and  after  a  residence  of  two  years  tbere 
came  to  Michigan,  in  1846. 

Pm-ehasing  lajid  in  liainbridge  Township,  lier- 
rien  County,  the  senior  Mr.  Spink  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  clearing  1he  place  and  developing  a 
fertile  fai-m.  After  having  resided  there  for  three 
years,  lie  sold  tlie  property  and  pureliased  the  farm 
in  St.  Joseph  Township  which  is  the  present  home 
of  our  subject.  At  the  time  of  its  purchase  the 
farm  contained  few  improvements,  and  Mr.  Spink 
devoted  his  attention  unweariedly  and  ulosely  to 
its  cultivation  until  his  fieath.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  The  surviv- 
ors at  the  present  time  (1893)  are:  Elijah,  a  vet- 
eran of  tlie  Civi!  War  and  a  resident  of  Benton 
Township;  .John,  who  also  makes  his  home  in 
Benton  Township;  and  Robert,  of  this  sketch. 
The  father  was  a  devout  niemter  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  a  man  of  indomitable  en- 
ergy and  force  of  cliaraeter. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  yeare,  Robert  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Michigan,  but  remained  here 
only  three  years,  when,  his  youthful  ardor  being 
inflamed  by  stories  of  the  wonderful  discovery  of 
gold  in  tlie  far  West,  he  made  the  overland  trip 
across  the  country  with  an  ox-team,  an<l  in  1849 
reached  his  destination,  the  Golden  Ktate.  He  re- 
mained on  the  I'acilic  Coast  for  nine  years  and 
two  months,  meantime  engaging  in  mining,  team- 
ing and  the  mercantile  business  with  varying  suc- 
cess. Upon  Ills  return  to  Berrien  County  lie  pur- 
chased a  portion  of  the  ol<l  homestead  in  St.  Joseph 
Township,  and  here  lie  has  made  his  home  ever 
since. 

In  1861  occurred  the  marriage  of  Robert  Spink 
to  Miss  Miranda,  daughter  of  Elnathan  Phelps,  a 
native  of  Canada.  Mr.  Phelps  was  a  fine  mill- 
wright and  mechanic.  He  resided  in  Chicago 
thirteen  years,  and  while  there  placed  the  ma- 
chinery in  a  number  of  the  best  flou ring-mills. 
Mr.  Spink  and  his  estimable  wife  have  had  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  now  living, 
namely:  Netta,  the  wife  of  Patrick  McGill,  and  a 
resident  of  Florida;  Edna,  who  married  Rufus 
Lass,  a    printer    residing  in   Chic.igo;  Hattie  and 


Flora,  who  i-eside  with  their  parents.  The  other 
children  died  in  infancy.  In  his  political  belief, 
Mr.  Spink  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner  of  St.  Joseph  Township. 

On  section  2.i.  Mr.  Spink  is  the  owner  of  sixty- 
eight  acres,  including  Spink's  Island,  and  of  that 
tract  thirty-one  acres  are  set  out  in  fruit,  a  spec- 
ialty being  made  of  plums  and  peaches.  The  fam- 
ily residence  is  an  attractive  abode,  occupying  a 
fine  location  on  Spring  Bluff  Avenue  and  fitted 
up  as  a  summer  resort.  Here  may  l>e  lound  all 
the  modern  conveniences  and  everything  that 
will  enhance  the  happiness  of  those  who,  unable 
to  endure  the  heat  of  the  cities,  seek  this  cool  and 
lovely  retreat  near  the  lake  shore.  Tlie  residence 
is  a  commodious  one,  having  accommodations  for 
eighty  guests  at  one  time.  Near  the  house  fine 
tuithing-places  have  been  fitted  up,  and  boats  are 
kept. on  the  river  for  the  convenience  of  the  visi- 
tors, while  the  toboggan  slide  furnishes  amuse- 
ment for  both  old  and  voung. 


-^I-- 


-^m- 


ylLLIAM  H.  MILLER,  a  practical  agricul- 
turist, extensive  stock-i-aiser  and  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is 
pleasantly  located  upon  an  extensive  and  valu- 
able homestead,  a  part  of  section  29,  Berrien 
Township.  Born  in  Preble  County.  Ohio,  No- 
vember 21,  1837,  our  subject  was  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Nancy  (Sim|)son)  Miller.  The  father,  like  his 
son,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  the  gi-and father, 
David  Miller,  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  mother,  a 
native  of  Maryland,  was  the  daughter  of  Walter 
Simpson.  Married  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
the  parents  subsequently  removed  to  Pi-eblc  Coun- 
ty, where  the  father  died  in  1849;  the  mother,  sur- 
viving her  husband's  death  thirty-nine  yeai-s, 
passed  away  in  1888.  Eight  children  blessed  the 
o!<l  Ohio  home,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Eli- 
zabeth Lybrook  i-esides  in  Cass  County,  Midi.;  K. 
D.  lives  in  Chicago;  James  M.  is  a  citizen  of  Law- 
rence, Kan.;    and  our  subject,   William   H.,  com- 
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pletes  the  liht.  Tbe  paren(«  wore  iiicmbci'S  of  the 
United  Brethren  Churcli,  and  the  father  was  es- 
pecially active  in  religious  work.  Politiualiy, 
Henry  Miller  was  an  old-line  Whig.  Until  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age,  our  subject  remained  in  Win- 
chester, Ohio,  where  he  attended  tbe  district 
school,  receiving  pi'imary  instruction. 

In  1849,  William  H.,  with  liis  mother  and  fam- 
ily, removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  upon  a  par- 
tially improved  farm,  where  our  subject  worked 
steadily  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War. 
In  tbe  fall  of  1861,  Mr.  Miller  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  at  the  or- 
ganization of  the  company  was  elected  Sergeant 
Immediately  forwarded  to  the  front,  the  regiment 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing 
and  was  under  Gen.  Prentiss  in  both  days  at  Shi- 
loh.  Although  so  many  of  the  troops  and  Gen. 
Prentiss  were  captured,  our  subject  was  among 
the  fortunate  few  wlio  escaped,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  the  troops  were  re-organized,  lie  re- 
mained there  on  duty  under  Gen.  Logan,  liuriug 
the  months  of  June  and  July,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  b.ittlcs  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  in  Au- 
gust was  at  the  engagement  in  Bolivar,  Tenn. 
Upon  September  2,  Mr.  Miller  served  on  picket 
duty  near  the  battlefield  of  luka,  and  upon  Oc- 
tol>er  5  was  present  at  the  Imttle  of  Metamorn.  In 
the  mean  time  our  subject  was  promoted  to  the  po- 
sition of  Orderly-Sergeant,  May  31,  1863,  he  was 
among  others  detailed  tu  guai'd  the  Mississippi 
Central  Itailroad  from  Hickory  Valley  to  near 
Bolivar,  the  command  afterward  engaging  in  the 
battle  of  Middleburg,  Tenn.,  with  Van  JJorm's 
rebel  cavalry,  Mr.  Miller  was  later  with  Grant 
at  Vicksburg,  where  the  forces  opposed  Gen.  Joe 
Johnston,  and  was  in  the  flgbt  at  Helena,  and 
assisted  in  the  capture  of  Little  Rock,  Ark,  Con- 
stantly surrounded  by  danger,  he  escaped  as  if  by 
a  miracle  both  wounds  and  capture. 

During  the  winter  of  1863-64,  our  subject  re- 
enlisted  as  a  veteran  at  little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  Jan- 
uary 14  left  home  on  a  thirty-days  furlough. 
February  20,  returning  to  the  front,  he  took 
part  under  Gen.  Steele  in  the  battle  of  Pine  Bluff, 
and  with  the  command  was  on  his  way  to  the  re- 
lief of  Gen.  Banks  at  Red  River,  but  the  troops 


were  ordered  bitek.  March  23,  1864,  Mr.  Miller 
was  promoted  to  be  First  Lieutenant  of  Company 
1.  September  4,  he  accompanied  the.  raid  up  the 
White  River  and  participated  in  the  fight  of  Greg- 
ory's Landing,  and  also  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  McDowell's  Bluff,  and  upon  August  26  was  in 
a  fight  at  Clarendon.  He  was  in  command  of  his 
camp  at  Buttermilk  Station,  guarding  tbe  railroad, 
and  constantly  engaged  in  skirmishes  and  sorties 
until  May,  1865,  when  he  resigned  and  was  mus- 
tered out  after  an  active  service  of  three  years 
and  seven  months.  After  receiving  his  commis- 
sion, our  subject,  being  in  command  of  the  camp, 
was  constantly  on  duty,  and,  .isbefoi-e  stated,  wius 
never  wounded  or  captured,  but  his  cartridge 
box  was  once  struck  with  grape  shot.  After  bis 
military  service  ended,  Mr.  Miller  returned  to  the 
farm. 

Upon   June    25,  1865,  William  H,  Miller   and 


i  Eva  John 


iiited   i 


received  the  hearty  best  wishes  of  many  friends. 
Mi-s.  Miller  is  the  daughter  of  John  Joluison,  Sr., 
of  Berrien  Township,  and,  born  October  21,  1840, 
within  the  limits  of  the  township,  she  has  sjHint 
her  entire  life  in  the  near  locality  of  her  present 
home,  where  she  enjoys  the  esteem  of  a  host  of 
friends.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  two  children,  Josephine,  married  to  Royal 
Morris,  resides  in  Niles  Township,  and  has  one 
child,  a  (laughter,  Eva;  Fred  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  occupy  the  old  homestead  of  one 
hundred  and  twelve  acres,  of  which  one  hundred 
and  five  are  highly  cultivated  and  improved  with 
an  attractive  residence  and  commodious  barns. 
Mr.  Miller  devotes  himself  exclusively  and  profit- 
.ibly  to  mixed  farming,  raising  grain  and  live 
stock,  and  for  the  past  number  of  yeare  breeding 
Shropshire  sheep  of  a  high  grade.  In  religious  &t- 
filiation,  our  .■iuhject  is  a  member  and  Class-leader 
of  the  United  Ilrethren  Chureh.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  educational  advancement  and 
has  been  a  School  Director  of  this  district  and  a 
schofil  officer  for  many  years.  His  daughter  re- 
ceived excellent  advantages  for  instruction  and  is 
qualified  to  teach.  Fraternally,  Mr,  Miller  is  con- 
nect('<l  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men at  Berrien  Springs,  and  has  held  all  the  offices 
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of  the  order.  He  is  alsoa  memlier  of  Post  No.  39, 
G.  A.  R.,  Berrien  Sprinffs,  of  whirh  he  is  Presiding 
Adjutant;  he  has  been  Commander  and  has  received 
all  the  ottices.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  select 
Entgbts  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  UDited  Woodmen 
at  Nilea,  and  has  been  Lieut«nanl^Commander  of 
the  order.  He  is  connected  with  the  Grange,  of 
which  he  has  been  Master,  and  has  likewise  affiliated 
with  the  Agricultural  Society  at  Niles,  and  is  also 
connected  witb  one  at  Berrien  Springs,  of  wliicli 
he  was'Sccretary,  Politically,  our  subject  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  and  has  with  ability  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  Townsliip  Treasurer.  Tak- 
ing a  deep  interest  in  matters  of  local  enterprise 
and  progi-ess,  Mr.  Miller  is  actively  in  accord 
with  efforts  lending  to  advance  tlie  public  wel- 
fai-e,  and  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  as  a 
libei-al-spirited  citi;<en. 


J"  OHN  W.  BP:DP'0R1),  a  representative  gen- 
eial  agriculturist  Mud  an  inlhiential  citizen 
of  Pipestone  Township,  section  24,  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  the  Slate, 
and  was  born  upon  tlic  old  homestead  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,  Cass  County,  May  24,  1846.  His 
fatlicr,  George  liedford,  was  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers of  the  county,  but  was  a  native  of  Lincoln- 
shire, England.  The  mother,  Ann  (Smith)  Bed- 
ford, also  of  Lincolnshire,  was  educated  and  mar- 
ried in  her  native  land,  and  together  the  husband 
and  wife  came  to  America  in  1835.  Mr.  Bedford 
farmed  at  first  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there 
six  years.  In  1841,  witli  his  wife 
removed  to  Michigan  and  settled 
Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass  County,  and  entered 
wild  land  from  the  Government,  cultivating  forty 
acres,  and  making  bis  permanent  home  thereon. 
Prospering,  he  added  to  his  original  homestead 
until  he  owned  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
valuable  land,  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  which  arc 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  finely  im- 
proved with  excellent  buildings.     The  father  was 


ind   family,  he 
n   October  in 


a  well-rwid  man,  and,  a  Democrat  in  politics,  gave 
earnest  attention  to  the  issues  of  the  day,  but 
never  was  an  office-seeker.  He  was  interested  in 
educational  matters,  was  an  active  member  of 
the  School  Board,  and  gave  his  etiildren  the  best 
possible  opportunities  for  an  education.  Essen- 
tially a  self-made  man,  he  was  liberal-spirited,  and 
deeply  mourned  when  he  passed  to  his  rest.  For 
man,y  years  he  was  an  active  and  valued  member 
of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  following  obituary  discourse  was  delivered 
by  tlie  Rev.  G.  C.  Elliott:  "George  liedford  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  December  14, 1813. 
He  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1835,  and  came 
to  Michigan  when  all  was  new,  wild  and  strange, 
settling  in  the  place  which  he  so  thoroughly  cleared 
and  cultivated  and  made  his  home.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  Slate,  and  was  contemporary 
with  its  development  and  its  later  growth.  While 
industriously  making  his  farm  and  home,  he  was 
unconsciously  making  for  himself  a  name  and 
character  that  arc  to-day  known  and  read  of  all 
men.  He  was  a  man  of  great  industry  and  strict 
economy,  consequently  he  succeeded  admirably  In 
the  affairs  of  this  life.  He  was  a  man  of  un- 
doubted integi-ity  and  more  tlian  ordinary  busi- 
ness capacity,  and  commanded  tlie  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  of  a  strong  and  comely 
nature,  and  it  was  his  aim  and  dcliglit,  while  he  was 
thorough  and  practical  in  all  his  improvements, 
buildings  and  surraundings,  to  make  tliem  liarmon- 
ize  with  his  own  taste  and  that  of  his  family.  In 
doing  this  he  stamped  his  individuality  on  every- 
thing about  him,  so  tli.it  in  the  yeare  to  come  the 
passer-by  will  instinctively  exclaim,  'This  is  the  old 
Ifedfoid  estate,  and  no  other  owner  can  for  years 
change  the  title.' 

"On  the  eve  of  George  Bedford's  departure  from 
the  Old  Country,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ann 
Smitli,  December  15,  1835.  Here  they  made  their 
home;  here  their  children  were  born  and  family 
reared,  and  those  that  have  gone  before  died  here, 
and  it  is  proper  and  right  that  here  they  should 
be  buried.  Brother  Bedford  was  a  true,  faithful 
husband,  a  kind,  devotfld  fatlier,  respected,  hon- 
ored and  beloved,  and  has  left  a  name  and  char- 
acter for  which  his  children  will  revere   his  mera- 
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ory.  At  the  age  of  about  thirty  years,  our  friend 
and  brother  embraced  religion  and  bec:ime  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  and  in  his  long  life  he  never 
faltered  in  hia  loyalty  to  Christ,  and  died  in  the 
faith  of  the  Gospel.  As  we  knew  him,  he  was  thor- 
oughly domestic  in  his  tastes  and  habits,'  loving 
his  family,  and  choosing  to  spend  his  time  in  their 
society,  respecting  his  neighbors,  and  above  at! 
revering  God.  And  thus  we  bid  farewell  to  one 
who  was  known  for  sterling  integrity,  kindly  be- 
ucvolence,  and  all  those  attributes  that  make  a 
noble  manhood." 

Eight  children  blessed  the  parents'  home,  seven 
now  surviving.  George  E.  lives  in  the  old  home 
in  Silver  Creek  Township,  and  is  single;  Harriet 
L.,  wife  of  J.  R.  Williains,  resides  in  southern  Mis- 
souri, and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  George 
and  Reuben;  Maria  A.,  wife  of  Gilbert  Conklin, 
is  a  resident  of  Silver  Creek  Township,  and  1ms 
three  children,  William  G,  B.,  Linda  and  Alice; 
John  W.,  our  subject,  was  the  fourth  child;  Martha 
A.,  wife  of  George  W.  Hawks,  makes  her  home  in 
Iowa,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children,  Vena, 
Verna  and  Alice;  Alice  1.,  wife  of  Charles  Conk- 
lin, resides  at  Big  Indian  I^ke,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Ethel  and  Paul;  Edith,  wife  of  Michael  S. 
Garrett  lives  at  Dowagiac,  and  is  tlie  mother  of 
two  little  ones,  Grace  and  a  baby;  and  Jane  E,,  de- 
censed,  was  the  wife  of  John  N.  Hawks,  and  left 
two  children,  Gixy  W.  and  Earl  It.  John  W.  Bed- 
ford grew  up  to  manhood  on  the  farm  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  first,  having  attended  tlie  district  school 
of  the  neighborhood,  afterward  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fit of  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  High  School  of 
Dowagiac,  and  later  completed  his  studies  in  Al- 
bion College.  Returning  home,  lie  remained  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  En- 
ergetic and  self-reliant  by  nature,  he  successfully 
taught  school  in  Cass  County. 

In  October,  I8G9,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Rozilla  Walter,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Rebecca  (Dewey)  Waiter,  who  were 
among  the  early  residents  of  Cass  County.  Grand- 
father Dewey  was  a  settler  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Pokagon  Township,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  1»36.  T'he  parents  of  Mrs.  Bedford  were  mar- 
ried in    Cass    County,   and    settled  in    Pipestone 


Township,  whore  they  made  their  permanent 
home.  The  father  is  now  deceased.  The  motlier 
still  survives.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  Bedford;  and  Alice,  wife  of  Lucien  E. 
Wood,  who  lives  in  Summerville,  and  has  two 
children,  Walter  and  Floyd.  The  paternal  gi-and- 
father  of  Mrs.  Bedford,  Peter  Walter,  served  with 
courage  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Walter,  were  members  of  the 
chureh,  and  higlily  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
them.  The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  was  edu- 
cated in  the  home  schools  of  Cass  County,  and  is 
a  lady  of  bright  intelligence.  Immediately  fol- 
lowing their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedford  made 
their  liome  where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  Bedford 
owns  four  hundred  acres  of  line  land,  all  in  one 
body,  with  the  exception  of  forty  acres.  Two 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres  are  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  A  general  agriculturist,  our  sub- 
ject also  owns  some  very  good  slock,  handling 
only  the  best,  which  he  raises  exclusively  for  the 
market. 

The  attractive  residence,  remodeled,  is  comfort- 
able  and  commodious,  and  the  large  barn,  built 
eighteen  years  ago,  is  one  hundred  feet  fronl,and 
from  thirty-six  to  forty-two  feet  deep.  Thereare 
also  excellent  sheds  and  oilier  farm  buildings. 
There  is  upon  the  extensive  acreage  a  fine  orch- 
ard of  a  variety  of  fruit.  Five  acres  arc  devoted  to 
apples;  two  to  pears,  and  seven  or  eight  to  pe.iclies 
an<l  small  fruit.  Mr.  Bedford  conducts  the  affaii'S 
of  the  farm,  and  has  other  valuable  property  in- 
terests. Without  children  of  their  own,  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  adopted  and  reared 
Earl  B.,  now  grown  to  manhood  and  sclf-rclianlly 
caring  for  himself. 

Mr,  Bedford  attends  the  Christian  Church,  of 
which  his  wife  is  a  member.  He  is  Moderator  of 
District  4,  and  has  been  an  oflicer  of  the  School 
Baird  almost  the  entire  time  he  has  resided  in  this 
locality.  He  is  also  a  Director  of  the  Mutual 
Farmci-s'  Fire  Insui-ance  Company  of  Cass  Coun- 
ty, and  has  been  a  Director  of  the  Union  Fair  As- 
sociation at  Dowagiac.  Our  subject  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  altliough  deeply  inter- 
ealed  ill  local  and  national  issues  lias  repeatedly 
refused  offered  local  offices.     A  man  of  enterprbe, 
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libei'n.l-siiirtted,  he  is  ever  ready  to  extend  ii  help- 
ing band  in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare  and 
progress,  and  possesses  a  h(»st  of  friends  and  old 
acquaintance,  whose  respect  and  high  regard  lie 
has  Ion-  enjoyed. 


^_^:^^^.'^l^l<^~ 


W^,K\.  CIIAULRS  AGKR.  For  a  jwriod  of 
P*if  '-''■'■'■y  .V*-'"'8  or  more  tiiis  gentleman  was  a 
tfeW  fnithful  and  el(K|iienl  minister  of  the 
\^  Gosiwl,  andin  the  IJaptist  Church  occupied 
a  position  among  tlic  most  pioinincnt  preachers  of 
tlie  denomination,  lie  has  now  retired  from  active 
niinistei'inl  duties, although  he  occasionally  pi'eaches 
and  displays  in  his  discourses  the  fervor  and  zeal 
of  jounger  years.  The  spirit  of  piety  and  ear- 
nestness in  the  cause  of  religion  liaa  ever  been 
among  his  prominent  characteristics,  and  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  his  success  as  a  pastor. 

At  Albiiny,  N.  Y.,  Charles  Ager  was  born  to 
C.  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Bradsbow)  Ager,  natives, 
respectively, of  Windsor^  Vt.,  and  New  York  State. 
His  early  ycare  were  spent  ut>on  his  father's  farm, 
and  he  was  a  student  in  the  schools  of  Albany  and 
the  academy  at  Schoharie  C.  H.;  subsequently  he 
entered  Colgate  Univei-sity,  from  which  institution 
he  vnRn  graduated  with  the  Class  of  '56.  After 
having  completed  his  studies,  he  accepted  the 
I)osition  o(  teacher  in  the  Union  schools  of  Cass- 
opolis,  Midi.,  which  lie  lield  during  1858 and  1859. 
In  the  year  last  named  he  went  to  Goshen,  Ind,, 
and.  there  engaged  in  preacliing  as  pastor  of  the 
Goshen  liaptist  Church. 

The  year  1860  witnessed  theordination  of  Rev 
Charles  Ager  as  a  minister  in  the  liaptist  Church, 
and  his  first  pastorate  was  in  Goshen,  where  he 
remained  for  three  and  one-half  years.  From 
that  city  he  removed  to  SontJi  Bend,  Ind,,  wlieie 
he  ofliciated  as  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  for 
a  period  of  three  years.  Thence  he  went  to  Aurora, 
Ind.,  and  for  thirteen  years  was  the  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  that  city.  He  resigned  the 
charge  there  in  order  to  accept  tlie  pastorate  of 
the  church  in  Goshen,  to  which  he  had  ministered 


in  former  years.  Three  years  were  spent  in  that 
city,  and  thence  in  1882  he  came  to  Niles,  where 
he  biis  since  resided.  From  September,  1883,  un- 
til February,  1889,  he  supplied  the  pulpit  of  the 
Baptist  Clmi'ch  in  Cassopolis  while  living  in  Niles, 
it  proving  to  be  exceedingly  pleasant  work  to 
minister  to  those  who  had  in  years  before  been 
his  pupils  in  the  High  Scliool  of  Cassopolis. 

The  marriage  of  Kev.  Mr.  Ager  occurred  on  the 
18th  of  November,  1858,  and  united  him  with 
Miss  Mary  A.  Sherrill,  the  daughter  of  Marcus  and 
Amanda  M.  Sherrill.  Mrs.  Ager  w.is  born  in  New 
York  State,  but  at  the  time  of  her  mai'riage  was 
residing  in  Niles,  She  is  themotherof  one  child, 
Katharyne.  The  domestic  life  of  this  family  is  one 
of  unusual  felicity  and  happiness,  and  their  posi- 
tion in  the  community  is  one  of  influence.  While 
Mr.  Ager  has  never  mingled  in  politics,  yet  he  has 
decided  opinions  of  his  own  on  all  matters  of  pub- 
lic importance,  and  gives  the  influence  of  liis  ballot 
to  the  Republican  party. 


JOSKPII  LYBllOOK.  Among  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Cass  County  who  have  passed 
their  entire  lives  upon  the  places  where 
they  now  reside  may  be  mentioned  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  owns  and  oecnpies  a  finely 
improved  farm  on  section  22,  La  Grange  Town- 
ship. Here  he  has  passed  his  entire  life,  and  here 
he  was  born  November  22,  1845.  The  family  was 
tiret  represented  in  this  country  by  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Prus- 
sia and  emigrated  to  America  in  the  old  Colonial 
davs,  '■ettling  in  Giles  County,  Va.,  where  he  reared 
hisfamd\.  The  family  name  at  the  time  of  the 
eailj  history  of  its  representatives  in  this  countrj- 
was  spelled  Leybroch. 

Henrv  Lybrook,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
bom  in  Giles  County,  Va.,  and  served  for  seven 
yeais  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  being  for  part  of 
the  time  in  Washington's  army,  but  serving  prin- 
cipally on  the  frontier  with  the  Indians.  He  was 
an  olflcer  in  the  army,  ant)  during  his  service  waa 
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accidentally  injured  by  having  liis  ankle  put  out 
of  place.  Farming  pursuits  occupied  iiis  atten- 
tion during  bis  entire  active  life,  and  lie  followed 
that  occupation  first  in  Virginia  and  later  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  made  seltlument  in  1810, 
In  1827  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ber- 
rien County,  but  soon  tliereafter  removed  to  Cass 
County,  where  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  land, 
twenty  acres  of  tlie  property  being  now  included 
in  our  subject's  farm.  The  journey  hither  was 
made  in  wagons,  and  during  much  of  the  time  they 
were  compelled  to  open  roads.  Their  entire  house- 
hold effects  tliey  brought  with  them,  and  with  no 
capital  or  friends  commenced  life  in  the  remote 
West. 

Grandfather  Lybrook  and  his  good  wife  had  a 
large  family,  whose  names  were;  Savali,  Cathe 
rine,  John  (father  of  our  subject),  Anna,  Mary,  Re- 
ijecca  (now  the  only  survivor),  Clara  and  Eliza- 
beth. In  his  religious  belief,  the  father  of  this 
'family  was  a  German  Baptist,  and  politically  he 
afliliated  with  the  Whigs.  His  death  occurred  in 
Cass  County  ere  he  could  witness  the  results  of 
his  arduous  labors.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
John  Lybrook,  was  born  in  Giles  County,  Va.,  in 
1798,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio.  Later 
he  came  to  Michigan,  in  1822,  and  from  this  SLite 
returned  to  Ohio  on  foot.  During  the  following 
year  he  came  again  to  Michigan,  aud  not  long  af- 
terward purciiased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
the  present  location  of  our  subject's  home. 

In  Cass  County  Mr.  Lybrook  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Re- 
becca Hurd,  who  were  pioneei's  of  Cass  County, 
having  come  hither  in  1836.  Three  children  were 
born  to  bless  the  union:  Henry,  Joseph  and  Ar- 
minda,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Stewart,  deceased.  The  father 
was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  served 
in  the  Black  Hawk  War  against  the  Indians.  His 
death  occurred  in  1881,  and  was  mourned  not  only 
by  his  immediate  circle  of  relatives,  but  by  all 
with  whom  business  or  social  relations  had  brought 
him  in  contact.  His  widow  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 

In  the  parental  home  Joseph  Lybrook  passed 
his  boyhood  years,  and  his  entire  life  baa  been 
passed  on   the  old   homestead.    To  the  property 


accumulated  by  his  father  he  bas  added  from  time 

to  time  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Democrat,  although  he  is  notactively 
interested  in  politics. 


■  JJ^^  ^  fi  ^.  iC^^W 


•SpilMMET  DUNNING  has  been  a  resident  of 
l^  Cass  County  since  a  child  of  three  years 
/i^— ^  and  has  been  prominently  connected  witli 
its  development,  having  witnessed  and  contributed 
to  its  progress  materially  and  socially.  As  a 
farmer,  he  is  energetic  and  industrious,  and  in  his 
relations  with  his  fellow-men  genial  and  com- 
panionable. Since  186.5  he  has  resided  on  section 
1  of  Howard  Township,  where  he  owns  and  oper- 
ates one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres  of  fertile 
land.  He  has  attained  a  flattering  success,  although 
the  path  to  prosperity  has  ofttimes  been  a  rugged 
one;  in  the  face  of  every  discouragement  he  has 
persevered,  never  relating  his  energy,  and  he  has 
lived  to  see  his  efforts  rewarded. 

Born  in  Eric  County,  Pa.,  on  the  16th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1833,  our  suiiject  is  the  son  of  Allen  and 
Minerva  (Reynolds)  Dunning.  The  father,  who  was 
a  native  of  either  Pennsylvania  or  New  York,  came 
to  Michigan  in  1836,  aud  located  iu  Cass  County, 
purchasing  property  in  Milton  Township  and  de- 
voting his  attention  to  clearing  and  improving  his 
property.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York,  passed 
away  after  a  long  and  noble  life  of  ninety  yttars. 
Their  family  consisted  of  twelve  children,  seven 
sons  and  five  daughters,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  aud  nine  are  still  living. 
The  surviving  members  of  that  once  united  family 
are  now  scattered,  and  the  associations  of  the  old 
home  have  been  forever  severed.  But  the  chil- 
dren of  this  worthy  couple,  though  now  advanced 
in  years  and  past  life's  prime,  have  never  forgetten 
tlie  precepts  instilled  in  their  minds  by  the  ex- 
ample and  trainmg  received  from  their  parents. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  family  is  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  who  was  a  child  of  three  years  when 
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!ie  ;iocom|ianie(!  his  parents  to  Michigan,  lie  grew 
to  manhood  iti  Cass  County  and  received  such 
educational  ndvantages  as  wt-ro  offered  by  the 
scliools  of  Milton  Township,  after  which  he  con- 
diictt^l  his  studies  for  a  time  in  Mishawaka,  Ind. 
lie  lemained  on  the  home  farm  until  1861,  during 
which  year  he  married  Miss  Carrie  Ilicks,  a  native 
of  Dhio,  and  ii  lady  possessing  great  nobility  of 
diameter  and  culture.  They  have  these  children: 
Klla,  wife  of  Charles  Kimmerley;  Ora  May,  who 
died  at  tiie  age  of  three  years  and  nine  months; 
Miirgaret,  wife  of  George  Itathbiin,  a  resident  of 
Kansas;  (Jruce,  who  married  I'erry  Gifford  and 
makes  her  liome  in  Ca»s  County;  Flora,  Lena, 
Charlotte  and  liuytiiond,  who  are  with  their  par- 
ents. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  locjited  on  a 
ieiit<;d  farm  in  Votinia  Township,  Cass  County, 
but  later  purchased  a  farm  in  Van  Itui-en  County, 
Mich.,  wliero  he  remained  tor  two  yeai*.  Thoncc, 
in  the  spring  of  1865,  he  removed  to  his  pi'esent 
home.  Politically,  he  has  been  a  Republican,  but 
is  now  a  I'rohihttionist.  lie  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  th'!  (irange,  and  active  in  all  measures  and 
projects  originated  for  the  (iromotion  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community,  lie  is  a  Trustee  in  the 
Union  Church,  which  he  aided  in  building,  and 
has  always  been  agenerous contributor  to  religious 
enterprises,  as  was  his  father  in  years  gone  by. 


^i;  ItRAM  THORNTON.     The  hotel  in  Amer- 
^Oi     ica  has  attained  to  a  state  of  development 
11  is.    which,  in  many  of  its  phases,  is  unknown 
^?  in  other  countries.     Tiye  rapid  growth  of 

business  of  all  kinds  throughout  the  United  States, 
duiing  the  years  that  iiave  intervened  since  the 
Civii  War,  has  brought  into  existence  trade  con- 
ditions which  demand  the  constant  employment  of 
what  cannot  he  called  anything  less  than  a  mag- 
nificent army  of  commercial  tourists,  who  are  to- 
day the  principal  support  of  hotels  in  large  and 
small  towns, and  to  whose  taste  and  comfort  hotel- 
keepers  of  high  and  low  degree  must  cater,  if  they 


would  make  their  houses  popular  and  prolitable. 
Ilridgman,  Mich., is  not  without  a  flrst-class  hotel, 
and  a  most  attractive  and  homelike  one  is  Hotel 
Thornton,  of  which  Abram  Thornton  is  owner 
and  proprietor.  Tins  gentleman  is  also  engaged 
as  a  real-estate  and  loan  agent,  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  land-owners  in  Lake  Township. 

Mr,  Thornton  is  a  product  of  the  Empire  State, 
born  November  17, 1827,  to  the  union  of  Ebenczer 
and  Abigail  (Wood)  Thornton,  natives  of  New 
York.  Tlie  father  was  a  carpenter  and  house- 
joiner  by  trade.  At  an  early  date  he  moved 
to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  there  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  He  and  his  wile  reared  a  family  of 
six  childi'en,  four  boys  and  two  girls:  William,  Al- 
bert, John,  Abram;  Lucinda,  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Davis  Glass;  and  Harriet,  wife  of  Charles 
Cooley.  Abram  Thornton  was  educated  in  Mon- 
roe County,  Mich.,  and  from  there  he  commenced 
life  for  himself  by  going  to  Michigan  City,  where 
he  built  a  lumber-yard.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  on  this  portion  of  the  lake  for 
eighteen  yeai-s,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  the 
lower  portion  of  the  lake,  where  he  engaged  in 
steamboating.  Before  going  on  the  Lower  Lakes 
he  was  extensively  engaged  in  trading  in  land  in 
Muskingum  County,  Midi. 

Finally,  in  1880,  Mr.  Thornton  quit  the  lake, 
brought  a  steam-mill  to  this  section,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. Ho  is  now  the  owner  of  a  steam  sawmill, 
and  also  owns  seven  hundred  acres,  on  wliieh  the 
mill  is  located.  This  is  a  line  fruit  farm  and  two 
hundred  acres  arc  under  cultivation.  On  this  is  a 
fine  cranberr3'  marsh  and  a.flue  orchard  of  peach 
and  apple  trees,  etc.  He  also  raises  strawberries,  red 
and  black  raspberries,  gooseberries,  etc.  Aside 
from  this  farm  Mr.  Thornton  is  the  owner  of  eight 
hundred  acres  in  Muskingum  County,  which  is 
mostly  timber-land,  and  besides  his  beautiful 
liotel  several  private  residences  in  the  village  of 
Bridgman.  He  is  quite  actively  engaged  in  the  ' 
real-eslate  business  and  in  loaning  money. 

In  the  year  1848,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Richardson,  a  native  of  Lambertsville, 
Mich.,  and  seven  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
five  of   whom  are  now   living:  Theodore  A.,  of 
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Chftttnnoogii,  Tenn.;  Savannah,  wife  of  Charles 
Vance;  Jobn,  of  Cliicago;  Thomas,  of  this  county, 
now  resitting  in  Tliomton's  Valley;  and  Poter,  of 

I„'»rnljerisviUe,  Mich.  Politically,  Mr.  Thornton 
votes  with  the  Kepublican  party,  lie  is  a  m.an  of 
social  instincts,  hospitable  and  ontcrtaintng,  and 
nothing  deliffhts  him  so  mucli  as  to  have  guests 
about  him  in  comfort,  enjoying  themselves,  llis 
acquaintance,  as  one  would  naturally  sup|)Ose,  is  a 
wide  one,  and  his  friends  are  legion. 


Vt^  RASTUS  MURPHY,  a  practical  general  aa- 
fe  ricultnrist  and  leadingcitizen, now  residing 
I*'- — ^'  upon  section  16,  Berrien  Township.Berrii'u 
County,  Mich.,  baa  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  pres- 
ent locality,  and  was  born  upon  the  well-known 
Murphy  farm  July  18,  1842.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Isaac  Murt>hy,  was  a  native  Virginian, 
born  in  1811.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
Marylander  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The 
family  came  originally  from  Wales  to  America,  a 
direct  ancestor  settling  in  Maryland  some  time 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Tlie  mother  of 
Mr.  Murphy  was  in  girlhood  Miss  Eliza  Jenkins, 
and,  born  in  t>hio  in  1815,  was  a  daughter  of  the 
IIOD.  lialdwin  Jenkins,  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth 
but  of  Welsh  descent.  He  was  an  early  settler  of 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  and,  a  man  of  enterprise, 
journeyed  to  Michigan  in  1822.  Settling  in  Po- 
kagon  Township,  Cass  County,  he  became  one  of 
the  very  early  jiioneers  of  the  wilderness,  passing 
his  first  winter  in  an  Indian  wigwam.  He  re- 
mained permanently  in  Pokagon,  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  and  assisted  in  fi-aming  the 
constitution  of  Michigan.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  politics,  and  passed  away  honored  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  wife  was  Mary  Hackney,  a  native 
of  I'enusylvania.  The  maternal  grandfather  and 
grandmother  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  three  of  whom  survive,  John, 
Jfimrod  and  Silas. 


The  paternal  grandfather  died  in  Virginia,  and 
his  widow,  who  afterward  married  in  Ross  County. 
Ohio,  William  Michael,  removed  with  Iter  family 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  section  16,  Berrien  Springs.  The  children  of 
Grandfather  Murphy,  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, are  now  all  deceased.  By  the  second  mar- 
riage the  grandmother  had  two  sons,  B.  11.  and 
Noah.  The  parents  of  our  subject  married  in 
Pokagon  Township  and  settled  on  section  15, 
Berrien  Township,  all  then  wild  land.  The  father  ■ 
cultivated  eighty  acres  of  the  homestead  and  also 
improved  another  large  farm.  He  died  January 
21,  1893,  and  the  mother  passed  away  five  days 
later,  January  26,  1893.  They  were  the  beloved 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
yet  surviving;  John  J.,  Erastus,  Lydia  Williams, 
Albert,  Almeda  Snavely,  Eliza  liecker  and  Isaac. 
Tlie  father  was  a  prominent  man  of  the  township 
and  took  an  active  part  in  all  public  matters.  He 
was  a  liberal  giver  to  all  i-eligious  and  educational 
enterprises.  He  was  a  man  of  courage,  and  a  sol- 
dier in  tlie  Sac  Indian  War  in  Michigan. 

Politically,  Mr.  Murphy  was  in  early  life  a  Whig, 
but  later  became  a  Republican.  His  brother  George 
was  Township  Clerk  for  some  length  of  time,  and 
also  abiy  occupied  the  office  of  Supervisor.  For 
many  yeare  the  father  served  most  acceptably  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  also  for  some  length  of 
time  discharged  with  fidelity  the  duties  of  Con- 
stable. As  delegate,  he  represented  his  constitu- 
ents at  various  conventions.  Isaac  Murphy  was  a 
thoroughly  honest  and  upright  man,  opjjosed  to 
wrong  and  a  lover  of  peace.  He  had  many  true 
friends,  and  his  death  was  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  good  wife,  a  devout  member  of 
the  Dunkard  Church,  was  a  sincere  Christian 
woman. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  Murphy  farm  and 
was  educated  in  the  excellent  schools  of  the  dis- 
trict. He  began  the  work  of  a  farmer  boy  at  a 
very  early  age,  and  arriving  at  maturity  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  -Johnson,  April 
19,  1866.  Mrs.  Murphy  was  a  daugliter  of  John 
and  Annie  (Lybrook)  Johnson,  and  a  sister  of  ex- 
Sheriff  John  Johnson  and  Mrs.  W.  II,  Miller.     She 
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was  born  Jaiiiiiiry  23,  1842,  in  liorrien  Township, 
and  is  a  lady  of  wortli  and  eultiue.  Immediatel)' 
aftoi'  tlieir  manfago  Mr,  aud  Mrs,  Muipliy  settled 
upon  the  north  haif  of  the  old  Murphy  homestead, 
and  remained  there  until  1874,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years,  when  they  resided  in  Gallon 
Township.  From  1874  oui'  subject  has  made  his 
permanent  home  upon  his  present  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  ninety  acres  of  which  he 
has  faronght  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
1884  he  erected  the  handsome  residence  which  cost 
$1,200,  aside  from  the  labor  involved  and  a  quan- 
tity of  material  Mr,  Murphy  hud  on  hand.  The 
commodious  barn  caused  another  outlay  of  *700. 
The  comfort  and  happiness  of  hi.s  family  have  ever 
been  maltei-s  of  paramount  importance  to  Mr. 
Murphy,  who,  in  1865,  built  an  attractive  resi- 
dence on  the  old  home  farm,  costing  a  large 
amount  of  money,  as  he  had  to  pay  eleven  cents 
per  pound  for  nails.  Aside  from  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture,  our  subject  finds  employment  as  ad- 
ministrator, and  as  guardian  for  various  minors 
has  proved  liimselt  possessed  of  superior  executive 
ability  and  judgment.  He  has  successfully  man- 
aged several  estates  intrusted  to  his  care,  and  given 
to  the  work  the  able  fidelity  which  has  character- 
ized the  entire  lalior  of  his  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Murphy  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren: Ada  A.,  Henry  C,  Lena  Alice,  Myi-on  E,, 
KylviaM.  and  Cordelia  E,  Tlie  sons  and  daugliters 
received  a  good  education,  and  Henry  C.  is  a  book- 
keeper at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Our  subject  has  been 
active  in  the  conduct  of  agricultural  societies  and 
is  now  Secretary  of  an  association  at  Berrien 
Springs.  He  is  a  Patron  of  Husbandry  at  Berrien 
Centre  and  has  held  with  efflciency  all  tiic  offices, 
and  was  Lecturer  for  four  or  Ave  years.  Politically, 
Mr.  Murphy  is  a  Repubhcan,  and,  prominently  con- 
nected with  local  politics,  has  given  excellent  ser- 
vice as  Township  Clerk,  Township  Constable, 
Treasurer,  School  Inspector,  and  for  seventeen 
years  occupied  the  judicial  position  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  discharging  the  duties  of  office  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  Our 
subject  has  also  frequently  represented  his  party 
at  conventions,  and  possesses  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  a  host  of  sincere  friends. 
80 


EVI  B.  LAWRENCE.  Almost  seventy-four 
IB  .V'Ciifs  have  passed  over  the  head  of  the  gcn- 
»  tleman  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
leaving  their  impress  in  the  whitening  hair  and 
lined  features,  but,  while  the  outer  garment  of  the 
soul  shows  the  wear  and  tear  of  years,  the  man 
himself  is  richer,  nobler  and  grander  for  the  ex- 
perience that  each  successive  decade  has  brought 
him.  He  is  one  of  the  old  settlei-s  of  Cass  Coun- 
ty, and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  pleasant  home  on 
section  11,  Volinia  Township.  He  is  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  on  the  banks  of  Chautauqua 
Lake  June  12,  1819,  and  the  son  of  Levi  L.  and 
Mary  (Fales)  Lawrence,  both  natives  of  Hamp- 
shire County.  Mass.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, John  L.  Lawrence,  was  a  native  of  England, 
but  of  Welsh  descent. 

Levi  L.  Lawrence  was  born  on  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, 1783,  and  his  wife  on  the  22d  of  Octo- 
ber of  the  same  year.  He  was  a  mechanic,  black- 
smttli  and  edge-tool  maker,  and  worked  ten  yeare 
in  the  United  States  Armory,  at  Springfield,  Mass., 
making  muskets,  etc.  He  was  one  of  the  few  men 
at  that  time  who  could  make  tools  for  gun-locks. 
He  married  Miss  Fales  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1806,  and  made  his  home  in  his  native  State  until 
the  spring  of  1821,  when  he  removed  to  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  For  seven  or  eight  years  he  followed 
his  trade  in  a  large  shop  in  that  city,  but  still 
owned  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  a  lake  in  New 
York.  This  he  sold,  converted  the  proceeds  into 
lumber,  and  rafted  it  to  Cincinnati.  From  there 
he  removed  to  southern  Indiana,  and  identified 
himself  with  the  Owen  Society,  but  at  the  end  of 
one  jear  returned  to  Cincinnati.  Later  he  went 
to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  thence  came  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  in  183L  entering  land  on  section 
12,  Vohna  Township,  removing  here  September 
4,  1832.  In  1839  be  went  to  Missouri,  thence  a 
couple  of  months  later  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
finally  came  back  to  Michigan,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred October  19,  1857.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  on  the  18tli  of  October,  1839.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union,  two  of  whom,  be- 
sides our  subject,  are  now  living,  Maria  Jacobs 
and  Jane  Terwilliger.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence 
were  reared  Presbyterians,  but  later  he  became  a 
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believer  in  tlie  Swedenborgian  tloctriDc,  and  was 
very  active  in  I'ciigious  niattere.  He  took  very 
little  interest  in  politics.  Honest  and  upright  in 
every  walk  of  life,  no  man  was  more  highly  es- 
teemed. 

When  fourteen  years  of  age.  Die  original  of  this 
notice  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan,  and  he 
attended  the  lirst  school  ever  held  in  VioHnia 
Township,  a  subscrijjtion  school.  The  claim  his 
father  entered  was  timber,  and  he  was  one  of  two 
who  cleared  and  improved  one  hundred  acres 
here.  Indeed,  there  is  little  of  pioneer  work  that 
be  bas  not  experienced,  in  its  hardships,  disad- 
vantages or  pleasures.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  lie  started  out  to  make  iiis  own  way  in  life 
witJKiut  A  dollar,  and  first  went  in  debt  for  six 
ty-two  acres  of  bis  present  farm.  On  the  4th  of 
February,  1849,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eveline 
B,  Copley,  a  native  of  Jefferson  Connty,  Is  1  , 
born  March  26,  1824,  and  a  sister  of  the  Hon 
A.  B.  Copley,  of  Decatnr,  Mich. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Lawrence  went  activily 
to  work  to  clear  and  improve  his  farm  and  to  pay 
off  the  indebtedness  upon  it.  Ilis  success  lias  de 
pended  in  a  measure  on  the  large  crops  of  wheat 
that  he  raises  each  year,  for  he  makes  that  a 
specialty.  As  tlie  years  passed  by  he  added  to  the 
original  tract  until  he  became  the  owner  of  eiglit 
hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,  over  six  hundred 
acres  being  under  cultivation.  He  is  the  largest 
and  most  thorough-going  farmer  in  the  township. 
He  raises  grain  and  clover  seed,  but  very  little 
stock,  other  than  cows  and  work  horses,  and 
has  ever  been  a  hard  worker.  Possessed  of  a 
wonderful  constitution,  there  has  hardly  been  a 
day  in  thirty  yeai-s  when  be  could  not  get  out 
to  superintend  bis  work,  lie  erected  a  fine  brick 
residence  in  1874,  and  his  bioad  acres  and  beauti- 
ful rural  home  are  one  of  the  most  pleasing  fea- 
tures of  Violinia  Township.  His  residence  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  has  sixteen  rooms, 
and  is  elegantly  furnished. 

Mr.  Lawrence  is  also  the  owner  of  two  other 
residences,  or  tenant  houses,  besides  other  prop- 
erty. Farming,  though,  has  been  his  principal  oc- 
cupation. Three  children  were  bOl'n  to  his  mar- 
riage.  Linneus  L.,  born   May    13,  1853,  married 


Miss  Amanda  Wheaton  and  now  resides  in  New 
York;  they  have  one  child.  Archie  L.,  the  sec- 
ond child,  was  born  February  U,  1855.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Matilda  Van  Kiper,  and  they  reside  in 
this  township.  Austin  E.,  born  November  13, 
1858,  married  Miss  Eva  Olcott,  and  also  resides 
in  this  township.  He  is  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren. Mr.and  Mrs.  L.nwrence  are  membei'sof  the 
Swedenborgian  Church,  and  are  hot!)  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  community.  He  has  held  most  of 
the  township  oHices,  and  is  a  stanch  Etepublican 
in  his  political  views.  This  worthy  man  never 
had  a  lawsuit  and  never  collected  but  one  debt. 


WU  I  lAM  COOKE,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Iieland,  a  country  that  our  people  have 
,,  ,  heard  or  icad  more  or  less  of,  the  father- 
lind  of  the  biain,  the  energy  and  muscle  that 
move  the  lest  of  the  world.  His  birth  occurred 
in  EnniskiUen,  County  Fermanagh,  North  Ireland, 
March  9,  1831,  and  lie  was  the  son  of  Edward  and 
Ann  (Irving)  Cooke,  both  natives  of  the  Green 
Isle  of  Erin. 

Edward  Cook  was  born  in  the  same  part  of  Ire- 
land as  his  son,  and  w.as  a  wealthy  citizen,  owning 
large  tracts  of  land  in  his  native  country.  He 
was  a  man  of  education  and  belonged  to  the 
higher  class, being  known  as  the  county  "squire." 
He  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Ann 
Irving,  a  native  also  of  Ireland,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mary  (Ball)  Irving.  In  the 
year  1839  Edward  Cooke  brought  his  family  to 
the  United  States,  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  nine 
weeks,  and  landed  at  Baltimore,  Md.  Ills  mother- 
in-law  came  with  the  family  and  died  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  at  a  good  old  age. 

About  1840,  Mr.  Cooke  moved  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  having  spent  the  previous  winter  in  Pitts- 
burg, and  subsequently  to  Knox  County,  that 
State,  where  he  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land.  He  possessed  good  sound  sense;  in- 
domitable will  and  no  lack  of  energy,  and  has 
made  them  all  tell  in  liis  career,  for  he  was  one  of 
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the  substantial  and  influential  men  of  iiis  section. 
This  farm  tie  improved  in  evei'y  way,  and  ou  it  re- 
ceived liis  linal  summons  June  2,  1847,  His  cliil- 
di-eii,  eleven  in  number,  were  as  follows:  Mary 
A.,  who  married  George  Little;  .John,  Eliza, 
Kllcn,  Rebecca  (deceased),  William,  Jane,  Fonnie, 
George  E.,  one  who  died  in  infancy  and  Edward, 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  away  in  the 
year  1862. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  the  mother  made 
her  home  with  our  subject  until  lie  was  thirty-live 
years  of  a{j;e,  or  until  liis  marriage  to  Miss  Mattie 
Sefton,  This  lady  was  a  jiroductof  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Beatty)  Sefton,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Cooke's  union  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  a  sou,  Edward  P.,  who  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Dowagiac  High  School.  For  some 
time  the  latter  has  been  aschool  teaclier  in  Berrien 
County  and  has  also  taught  in  Colorado.  He  is  a 
prominent  educator,  and  is  well  known  as  a  young 
man  of  unusual  ability  and  prominence. 

Following  his  marriage,  our  subject  went  to 
Iowa,  and  after  a  short  residence  there,  in  the 
year  1868,  moved  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  He 
immediately  engaged  in  the  sawmill  Imainoss  in 
Big  Rapids,  remaining  there  and  meeting  with- 
fair  success  until  1874.  He  then  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  and  bought  ninety  acres  of  partly  im- 
proved land.  He  is  an  intelligent  gentleman,  of 
superior  mental  attainments,  who  seeks  to  devel- 
op himself  as  well  as  his  agricultural  interests 
in  the  best  and  broadest  directions.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat. 


=a4+^i 


if^  PETER  MERRIFIELD.  Among  the  sue- 
„^^^     cessful  agriculturists  of  Berrien  County, 

%/jfl  and  popular  citizens  of  Watervliet,  is 
„,i^i]jgred  this  gentleman,  who  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Simmons)  Mcrrifield.  The  first- 
named  parent  was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  was  put 
to  work  on  the  (arm   of  liis  father.     In  1825,  he 


moved  to  Yates  County,  the  same  State,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming,  and  finally  purchased  a  tract 
in  Potter,  Yates  County,  on  which  he  remained 
until  1844.  At  this  period  lie  moved  by  wagon 
to  Michigan,  being  three  weeks  on  the  way.  In 
June  of  that  same  year,  he  bought  eighty  acres 
in  Watervliet  Township,  which  he  improved  and 
made  his  home  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife 
was  boin  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and  became 
the  mother  of  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom 
leached  their  majority.  They  are  as  follows:  John, 
Robert,  George,  Charlotte,  Jacob,  William,  Bet- 
sey. Saiah,  S  Peter,  Cornelia  U.,  and  Thomas  J.,  of 
Valparaiso,  Ind.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
in  October,  1851,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  in  September,  1873, 

Peter  Merrifield  was  born  in  Benton,  Yates 
County,  N.  Y,,  September  12,  1827,  and  spent  the 
first  twenty-two  years  of  his  life  on  his  father's 
farm,  whei-e  he  helped  somewhat  with  the  work  and 
attended  the  district  schools.  When  he  became  a 
man  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  by  teaching 
the  district  and  select  schools  of  his  native  State. 
After  the  flret  two  years  of  his  experience  in  this 
line,  lie  went  to  Ohio  and  attended  the  schools 
there  for  three  yeai-s,  teaching  a  part  of  the  time 
in  order  to  pay  his  expenses.  He  was  a  class- 
mate of  James  A,  Garfield  at  one  time,  and  also 
took  a  year's  course  at  Obcrlin  College,  afterward 
supplementing  this  with  a  course  at  the  Eclectic 
Institute,  which  is  now  known  as  the  Eclectic  Col- 
lege. Mr.  Merrifield  was  a  very  successful  in- 
structor, and  met  with  encouragement  wherever 
he  went,  teaching  in  the  schools  of  New  York, 
Ohio,  Michigan  and  Iowa,  In  1871  he  came  to 
Berrien  County,  and  located  on  the  five  acres  of 
land  where  he  now  resides, and  to  which  have  been 
added  forty  acres,  thirty  of  which  are  well  im- 
proved land,  Mr,  Merrifield  is  an  industrious 
man,  and  by  his  good  management  and  economi- 
cal living  has  made  his  farm  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive in  the  county. 

Our  subject  is  quite  active  in  ail  political  mat- 
ters. Up  to  the  year  1876  he  was  a  true-blood  Re- 
publican, having  since  that  time  been  a  Green- 
backer.  He  has  served  six  terras  as  Supervisor, 
discharging  his  duties  as  such  to  the  satisfaction 
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of  all  concerned,  ant)  lie  lias  also  been  recently 
re-elected  Treasurer  of  the  township,  which  makes 
his  fourth  year's  service  in  that  capacity.  An 
imiMJrtant  event  took  place  in  the  life  of  our  sub- 
ject on  September  30,  1857,  when  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  the  lady  of  his  choice,  Miss  Sarah 
Dayton,  daughter  of  John  and  Phrebe  (Fowler) 
Dayton,  natives  of  New  York  and  Connecticut 
respectively.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Dayton  moved  to 
Ohio,  where  they  both  died,  leaving  five  boys  and 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one 
child,  Adin,  who  is  in  Columbia,  Tenn.,  where  he 
is  employed  on  the  railroad.  A  peaceable,  law- 
abiding  citizen,  just  to  his  neighbor,  and  of 
friendly  spirit,  Mr.  Merrifieid  of  this  sketch  is 
well  respected  by  those  who  know  him,  and 
pointed  out  as  a  self-made  man. 


i-^-t^«^N^= 


¥ILUAM  W.  EASTON,  M.D.,  a  practicing 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Dowagiae,  was 
born  four  miles  from  this  city,  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,  October  3,  1853.  IJis  father  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  section  of  Michi- 
gan, while  his  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Easton, 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Ills  great-grand  father, 
also  named  Thomas  Kastou,  served  with  valor 
during  the  entire  period  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  conflict 
came  to  Kentucky,  having  formerly  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Virginia.  Grandfather  Easton  wasachild 
of  about  ten  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  and  with  them  settled  in 
Berrien  Towngliip,  Berrien  County,  remaining 
there  until  his  death,  in  1867. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Easton,  was 
born  near  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  on  the  26th  of 
November,  1826,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Berrien 
County,  In  !850  hechosc  as  the  site  of  his  future 
home  an  unimproved  tract  of  land  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,  in  the  midst  of  the  woods  and 
far  removed  from  other  pioneer  settlers.  In  that 
township  he  married  Miss  Emily,  daughter  of  John 


K.  Hinchman,  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  who 
came  from  Logan  Court  House  to  Michigan  about 
1850.  The  young  couple  commenced  housekeep- 
ing upon  the  eighty-acre  farm  which  Mr,  Easton 
had  purchased,  and  by  their  industry  and  energy 
they  added  to  their  |)roi>erty  from  time  to  time 
until  their  landed  possessions  aggregated  two 
hundred  acres  in  SilverCreek  Township.  Of  this 
tract  Mr.  I-iiston  improved  one  hundred  and. twenty 
acres  through  his  own  unaided  efforts.  In  1888 
he  removed  thence  to  Dowagiae,  where  he  and  his 
wife  have  since  iti.ide  their  home. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  have  had  a  family  of 
four  children:  Dr.  W.  W.,  of  this  sketch;  Mrs. 
Jennie  M.  Allen,  who  resides  in  Dowagi.ic;  J.  M., 
who  is  in  Chicago;  and  E.  W.,  a  resident  of  Do- 
w.igiac.  Politically,  the  father  was  a  Democrat 
until  the  second  term  of  President  Lincoln,  when 
his  opinions  underwent  a  radical  change,  and  he 
has  since  that  time  altili.ated  with  the  Republicans. 
Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  parental  home  and 
enjoyed  exceptional  educational  advantages.  After 
having  attended  a  coui-se  of  study  in  the  schools 
of  Niliis,  be  entered  the  Univei-sity  of  Notre 
Dame,  at  South  Bend,  Ind,,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  there  with  diligence  and  success. 

His  literary  studies  concluded,  our  subject  en- 
tered the  olHcc  of  Clendenin  A  Whitehall, at  Niles, 
and  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  their 
preceptorehiii.  I.niter  he  entered  the  Bennett 
Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  on  the  24th  of  June,  1877. 
He  remained  in  Chicaao  for  two  and  one-half  years 
after  graduating,  and  then  returned  to  Dowagiae, 
where  he  has  since  conducted  a  genera!  practice. 
In  November,  1879,  he  married  Miss  Alma  A. 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Gottenburg,  Sweden, 
and  came  to  this  country  i 
sixteen  years.  Her  parents 
and  she  accompanied  an  unclear 
settling  with  them  in  Chicago.  The  union  of  Dr. 
and  Mi's.  Easton  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
two  children,  William  T.  and  Mabel. 

As  every  public-spirited  citizen  should  do,  the 
Doctor  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  is 
an  outspoken  Republican,  advocating  the  views  of 
that  party  with  all  the  entliusiasnj  of  his  nature 
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111  1888  he  was  chosen  <ielegate  to  the  State  con- 
vention, and  he  has  served  in  other  positions  of 
honor  and  tiust.  Socially,  lie  is  identified  willi  tlie 
Roja!  Arch  Masons,  tlie  Kniglitsof  tlie  Maccabees, 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
and  is  examining  physician  for  tlie  Order  of  Mac- 
eabiws  and  Legion  of  Honor,  also  for  the  Masonit; 
Mutual  of  Grand  Rapids.  He  is  a  aticccssful  gen- 
eral practitioner  of  the  eclectic  syslem  of  medicine, 
and  has  an  extensive  practice  lM>lh  in  Dowagiac 
and  thronfihoiit  tlie  surrounding  country.  His 
home  is  one  of  the  most  bcautifnl  in  the  city, 
being  the  residence  formerly  occupied  by  the  late 
P.D.  Hcckwith. 


^>-)|^<^ 


^^KORGK  W.  DOUGAN.  Rerrien  County 
III  g_  has  in  the  past  offered  many  instances  of 
^isjji  the  fact  that  industry,  enterprise  and  en- 
ergy, combined  with  thoexereiscof  sonnd  inisiness 
judgment,  iind  herp  a  fitting  arena  for  their  devel- 
opment, and  bring  compensation  iu  prosperity, 
and  ofltimes  wealth.  Kxamples  of  success  in  mer- 
cantile enterprises  are  not  wanting  here.  Among 
the  dry-goods  liouses  whicli  liave  attained  a  prom- 
inent place  in  the  confidence  of  tlie  general  public 
may  be  mentioned  the  establish  men  t  .it  Niles  of 
which  G.  W,  JJongan  &  Co.  are  the  owners  and 
proprietors. 

Tiio  location  of  George  W.  Doiigan  &  Co, 'a  store 
is  convenient  for  all  purposes  of  trade.  The 
building  is  24x120  feet  in  dimensions,  and  is  ad- 
mir.tbly  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
utilizid.  The  liouse  has  held  a  high  place  in  tlie 
conlidence  and  approbation  of  the  public  through- 
out its  long  business  history  by  a  steady  adherence 
to.  correct  business  principles,  and  by  being  reliable 
in  every  particular.  Its  standing  in  the  trade  is 
of  tlie  highest  character,  and  its  large  business  is 
coudueted  upon  a  i>ei-fect  system.  The  store  is  well 
stocked  with  a  complete  and  varied  assortment  of 
dry  goods,  notions,  carpets,  etc. 

The  success  which  has  crowned  this  business 
venture    is    wholly    due    to    the    exercise  of    the 


wise  judgment  of  Mr.  Doiigan.  Having  pass'id 
his  entire  life  in  the  city  of  Niles,  he  is  well 
known  by  all  the  citizens,  and  enjoys  their  cou' 
fldence  to  the  fullest  extent.  lie  was  hom  in 
this  city  August  15,  1841,  and  is  of  direct  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  his  father,  George  W.  ]>ougan,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  whence  he  emi- 
grated to  America  at  an  early  agie.  He  located  in 
Niles  in  ISS.-i,  and  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Miss 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  Farr,  who  was  of 
Irish  hirth,  but  of  Scotch  parentage.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed his  chosen  occupation  during  the  entire 
period  of  his  active  life.  His  death  occurred  on 
the  3d  of  March,  1890,  when  he  had  attained  to 
four-score  and  seven  years. 

Tlie  third  in  a  family  of  four  children,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  pa- 
rental home,  and  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Niies.  When  a  mere  lad,  he  entered  tlie  mercan- 
tile establishment  of  C.  F.  Bcntley,  with  whom  he 
remained,  occupying  a  clerical  (wsilion  for  eight 
yeare.  In  1873,  in  partnerehip  with  A,  J.  Fox,  he 
embarked  in  the  dry-goods  business  under  the  lirm 
name  of  Fox  A  Dougan,  continuing  in  that  con- 
iiecticm  for  five  years.  Afterward  tlie  stock  was 
divided  between  the  inembei's  of  the  firm,  and  Mr. 
Dougan  has  actively  conducted  the  business  to  the 
present  time.  Of  pleasing  appearance,  affable 
manners  and  honorable  business  methods,  he  has 
gained  the  regard  and  confidence  of  the  people  of 
lierrien  County. 

December  .5,  1872,  Mr.  Doiigan  married  Miss 
Anna  M.  Smith,  of  Uichmond,  Ind.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Hon.  J.  P.  Smith,  a  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dougan  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Ilicliard  N.,  May, 
George  W.,  Jr.,  and  Ardel.  In  his  political  opin- 
ions Mr.  Dougan  is  a  Democrat,  and  while  he  has 
never  sought  political  preferment,  he  has  been  the 
recipient  of  numerous  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  witnessed  with  great  pleasure  the  inaugural 
ceremonies  attending  the  installation  of  GrOver 
Cleveland  into  the  I'rcsidential  chair  on  the  4tli 
of  March,  1893.  He  served  one  term  as  Mjiyor  of 
the  city,  and  two  terms  as  Alderman  of  the  Sec- 
ond Ward,  and  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
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for  three  years,  serving  as  its  Treasurer.  In  1884 
lie  was  appointed  Indian  trader  for  the  Black  Feet 
Indians,  with  headquartere  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  Montana,  at  the  old  Indian  agency  known 
as  the  Black  Feet  Agency,  north  of  .Sun  River,  but 
resigned  that  position  on  account  of  Indian  trou- 
bles. 

Socially,  Mr.  Dougan  is  eonnectert  with  St.  Jo- 
seph Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  liegin- 
ning  in  business  with  limited  capital,  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  considerable  realty,  and  is  financially 
well-to-do.  Among  his  landed  possessions  is  a 
farm  lying  near  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city, 
the  value  of  which  will  undoubtedly  be  enhanced 
during  the  coming  yeai-s.  He  is  also  the  owner  of 
valuable  real  estate  in  the  city.  He  is  now  a 
stockholder  and  Director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Niles.  His  name  is  frequently  mentioned 
by  his  friends  as  a  candidate  for  Postmaster  at 
Niles,  and  should  tlie  expectations  of  his  hosts  of 
acquaintances  be  realized,  Niles  will  have  a  Post- 
master who  will  be  popular  with  everyone,  irre- 
spective of  political  opinions.  The  partner  of  Mr. 
Dougau  was  the  late  Capt.  H.  B.  Quimby,  of  the 
United  States  Army,  whose  family  retain  his  in- 
terest in  the  firm. 


^ir^*UEDERICK  F.    KING,  for    thirteen    ye.-irs 

P[  an  able  Supervisor  of  Sodus  Township, 
Berrien  County,  jVIieli.,  is  a  prosperous  gen- 
eral farmer  and  successful  horticulturist,  and 
resides  upon  a  fine  farm,  pleasantly  located  on 
section  22.  Mr,  King  is  a  native  of  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  October  15,  1829. 
The  paternal  grandparents  were  earlj'  settlcra  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  in  that  State  the  father  of  our 
subject,  Job  King,  was  born  in  1802.  The  education 
of  the  father  was  limited  to  a  few  months  of 
schooling,  but  he  was  a  man  of  great  natural 
ability  and  sagacity  and  readily  won  his  upwai-d 
way.  The  business  of  his  life  was  farming,  but 
be  W.1S  also  a  devout  minister  of  the  Baptist  per- 
suasion, and   for  more  than 'a   half-century  gave 


earnest  and  persistent  work  for  the  salvation  of 
perishing  humanity.  Between  his  daily  toil  upon 
the  farm  and  bis  labors  in  the  pulpit,  he  led  a  life 
of  busy  usefulness,  and  was  honored  for  his  unself- 
ishness and  sterling  integrity  of  character.  He 
married  Miss  Phoebe  M.  Freeman,  daughter  of 
Frederick  Freeman,  a  highly  respected  settler  of 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. 

Unto  the  father  and  mother  were  born  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  second,  and 
named  Frederick  in  remembrance  of  his  maternal 
grandfather.  The  paternal  grandfather.  Job  King, 
gallantly  participated  in  the  battle  of  Sackett's 
Harbor  and  also  took  part  in  many  other  impor- 
tant engagements  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
When  young  Frederick  King  was  seven  years  of 
age  he  journeyed  with  his  parents  by  wagon  to  a 
new  home  in  Ohio,  and,  settling  in  Asliland 
County,  there  received  a  good  common-sch.ool 
education.  Aside  from  the  lessons  of  the  little 
district  school,  he  received  private  instruction,  and 
was  soon  enabled  to  begin  the  self-reliant  work  of 
life  as  a  teacher.  Our  subject  taught  in  the 
district  schools  of  Medina  and  Ashland  Counties, 
Ohio,  and  in  1863  emigrated  to  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and,  settling  upon  rented  land,  entered 
with  energy  into  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  in 
Berrien  County,  from  that  time  his  permanent 
home.  Aside  from  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  he  soon 
engaged  in  running  a  sawmill,  which  he  profitably 
conducted  for  twenty-nine  years.  Accumulating 
property  and  financially  successful,  Mr,  King  after 
a  time  bought  the  attractive  homestead  where  he 
now  resides,  and,  aside  from  other  duties,  makes  a 
specialty  of  cultivating  choice  fruit  for  the  Chi- 
cago market. 

March  16,  1845,  Frederick  F.  King  and  Miss 
Susan  F.  Freeman  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mi-s.  King  was  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Freeman, 
a  well-known  and  prosperous  resident  of  Jackson 
County,  Mich.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  liave  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Six  are 
married,  and  three  are  still  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Fraternally,  Mr.  King  is  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr,  and 
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Mrs.  King  are  both  valued  mcmbci'S  of  the  Church 
of  Christ,  wit))  wliicb  denomination  our  subject 
lias  been  connected  ever  since  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age.  Poiilically,  Mr.  King  is  a  stalwart 
itf^publican  and  from  its  first  organization  lias 
been  an  ardent  advocate  of  tlie  |»arty.  Tliere  has 
scai-cely  been  an  office  witliin  tlie  gift  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen  he  has  not  received,  and,  -t  man  ot  ex- 
ecutive ability,  lias  well  discharged  the  duties  of 
Drainage  Commissioner,  .Justice  of  the  Peace, 
School  Insjicctor,  Township  Treasurer,  Township 
Clerk,  and  as  Supervisor  has  l>een  a  prominent 
f.ictor  in  the  promotion  and  development  of  the 
progi-essive  interests  of  his  locality.  Widely  known, 
he  possesses  the  confidence  of  tlie  community 
among  whom  he  has  spent  the  last  thirty  yeare, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  8ul>stautlal  citizens  of 
lierrien  County. 


\|P^KIi:DKRICK  first,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
ll-JS|  most  prominent  setllei-s  of  Pipestone  Town- 


ship, Berrien  County,  Midi.,  has  won  Ins 
way  In  life  unaided,  and,  an  energetic  and  indus- 
trious man  of  a  high  order  ot  practical  ability,  has 
accumulated  a  large  and  valuable  property  and  is 
numbered  among  the  gutistantial  men  and  leading 
citizens  of  the  county.  A  friend  to  educational 
advancement,  he  has,  as  an  oflicer  of  the  School 
lioiird,  materially  assisted  to  improve  the  grade  of 
instruction  and  scholarehip  in  the  district  schools. 
Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  born 
Febriiary  2,  1828,  in  Westphalia.  His  parents, 
Frederick  and  Angeline  (Shearman)  Fii-st,  were 
both  born  in  Westphalia,  the  fithei  m  17'>3,  and 
the  mother  in  1798.  Reared,  ediicitod  md  mar- 
ried  in  the  Old  Country,  tlicy  pissed  man\  \e.ars 
of  Iheir  life  in  Germany  befoie  tliej  finall>  de- 
cided to  emigrate  to  the  land  of  pioniiie  beyond 
the  sea.  In  184!),  they  emigrated  with  their  fam- 
ily to  America,  and,  locating  in  Ohio,  spent  seven 
years  in  Flamilton  County.  Tliey  then  removed 
to  Michigan  and  made  their  home  with  oursubject 
until  their  death. 


The  parents  trained  to  habits  of  industrious 
tlirift  four  children:  Frederick,  oursubject;  Henri- 
etta Iluklelian,  a  resident  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.;  Mrs. 
Kroline;  .and  Mrs.  Ilorsman,  the  latter  well  known 
in  Berrien  County,  The  father  and  mother  were 
valued  membere  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  ac- 
tively assisted  in  religions  work.  Our  subject  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  in  Germany,  and 
crossing  the  bi-ond  Atlantic  in  1847  passed  ten 
yeai-s  as  a  gardener  in  Cincinnati,  Oliio.  Mr.  First 
is,  however,  a  life-time  general  farmer  and  thor- 
oughly veiacd  in  every  department  of  agriculture. 
In  1853  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  IjOuisa,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Annie  (Kukle- 
han)  Kuklehan,  lioth  natives  of  Westphalia,  Ger- 
many, Mr.  Kuklehan,  a  farmer,  had  lieen  asoldier 
and  served  in  the  wars  of  the  Fatherland.  He 
emigrated  to  America  in  1841  and  made  liis  home 
in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  where  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  both  died.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living; 
one  brother,  Lewis,  is  in  business  in  New  York 
City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kukieban  were  devout  mem- 
)h3i-s  of  tlie  I.uthemn  Church  and  were  higlily 
respected  l\v  all  who  knew  tliem. 

Mrs.  First  was  lx>rn  in  Westphalia,  Germany, 
August  4,  1833.  The  pleasant  home  has  lieen 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  sons  and  daughters, 
five  of  the  children  yet  surviving.  Lizzie  S.,  the 
wife  of  Charles  Fuelling  and  themotlierof  oiie 
child,  resides  in  Indiana;  Sophia  married  Herman 
Gi-abamaycr,  and  with  her  husliand  and  one  child 
makes  her  home  in  Pipestone  Township;  Henry, 
who  married  Miss  Annie  Varnan,  lives  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,  and  is  the  father  of  four  chil- 
dren; Lewis  and  Frank  complete  the  list.  Finan- 
cially pi-ospercd,  Mr.  First  at  one  time  owned  over 
eight  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  lias 
himself  cleared,  cultivated  and  improvadover  four 
hundred  acres,  reclaiming  the  soil  from  its  wild 
stflt*.  As  his  children  married  he  gave  eacli  a 
farm,  and  now  i-etains  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  nearly  all  under  high  cultivation  and  finely 
improved.  There  were  originally  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  more  in  the  homestead,  which  our  sub- 
ject gave  to  his  children.  Among  the  costly  im- 
provements of  the  extensive  farm  are  good  roads, 
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which  cross  it,  and  a  flue  residence,  erected  at  a 
cost  of  14,000,  one  of  the  best  and  most  attractive 
homes  in  the  township,  Mr.  First  has  been  for 
many  years  a  prominent  member  and  an  officer  in 
the  Lutheran  Church.  He  was  long  connected 
with  tlie  School  Board  and  liberally  aided  hisehil- 
dren  to  receive  a  good  education.  Politically,  lie 
is  a  Repnblican,  and  has  ever  taken  a  deep  inter- 
est in  local  and  national  alfairs,  without  aspiring 
to  hold  office.  Energetic  and  enterprising,  he  has 
in  all  the  various  duties  of  life  been  true  to  him- 
self, his  friends  and  family,  and  is  known  as  a  man 
of  unswerving  integrity  and  steadfast  purpose. 


PRED    McOMBER,  M.  D.,  editor    and  pro- 
,  prietor  of    the    Berrien    Springs   Era,  was 
^^  born    in  Orleans    County,    N.   Y.,    on    the 

23d  of  January,  1846.  He  traces  his  line.ige  to 
Scotland,  and  the  family  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber was  one  of  the  first  repi-esented  in  America. 
His  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side.  Pardon  Mc- 
Omher,  was  i)0rn  in  Connecticut,  as  was  also  liis 
father,  Asa.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Ma- 
nila, daughter  of  John  Gray  and  a  native  of 
New  York  State. 

One  in  a  family  of  eight,  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Or- 
leans County,  N.  Y.,  receiving  a  common-school 
education.  A  mere  lad  when  the  war  broke  out. 
he  was  fired  with  the  spirit  of  patriotism  an<1  de- 
sire to  serve  his  country,  and,  accordingly,  en- 
listed as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Eighth  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  Peter  A,  Porter,  of 
Niagara  EuUs,  commanding.  The  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Second  Di- 
vision, Second  Brigade,  Second  Army  Corps.  Dr. 
McOmber  participated  in  nearly  all  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness,  During  the  battle  of  Cold  Har- 
bor, on  the  4th  of  June,  1864,  a  shell  struck  a 
tree  about  eight  feet  above  his  head  and  some- 
what shocked  Dr.  McOmber,  who,  however,  re- 
ceived no  serious  injury  therefrom  except  a  small 


wound  on  his  arm.  He  remained  with  his  regi- 
ment, taking  part  in  all  its  engagements  and 
marches  until  he  was  mustei-ed  out  of  the  service 
at  the  close  of  the  war. 

After  having  been  honorably  discharged  in 
May,  1865,  Dr.  McOmber  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  short  time  after- 
ward went  to  Canandaigua,  N.  Y,,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1867,  learning  the  trade  of  a  jeweler. 
In  1868  he  made  a  tour  of  Iowa  for  the  purpose 
of  selecting  a  suitable  location,  hut  finding  nothing 
satisfactory  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  in 
business  and  studying  medicine  tor  eighteen 
months.  Later,  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  re- 
mained in  Henton  Harbor  for  three  months.  In 
January,  1869,  he  located  in  Berrien  Springs, 
wliere  he  lias  since  resided.  For  several  years  he 
engaged  in  merchandising.  In  1870  he  estab- 
lished the  Berrien  Springs  Dispensary  for  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  diseases  and  the  opium  habit,  as 
well  as  the  liquor  and  tobacco  habits,  and  has  met 
with  much  success  in  this  line.  He  is  also  the  com- 
pounder of  some  very  valuable  remedies,  in  the 
sale  of  which  he  has  built  up  a  large  trade,  and 
also  has  several  inventions  tor  the  treatment  of 
chronic  diseases,  especially  of  the  lungs,  by  medi- 
cated vapor,  compressed  air,  etc. 

In  1873  Dr.  McOmber  was  appointed  Postmas- 
ter of  Berrien  Springs,  and  served  with  efflciency 
for  ten  years.  His  journalistic  career  commenced 
in  187.3,  at  which  time  he  estabtisbod  a  monthly 
paper,  which  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
paper  published  in  Berrien  Springs.  This  paper 
was  called  Gold  and  Silver.  In  1874  it  was  merged 
into  a  weekly  and  tlie  title  clianged  to  tlie -Bej-- 
rieii  CovMly  Journal,  which,  after  editing  and  pub- 
lishing for  several  months,  he  sold.  In  1876  lie 
established  a  weekly  paper,  an  eight-column  fo- 
lio. Republican  in  politics  and  neat  in  its  typo- 
graphical ap|>earaoce,  which  he  called  the  Berrien 
Springs  Era,  the  only  paper  now  published  in  the 
place.  The  publication  of  this  be  still  conducts 
in  connection  with  his  medical  industry. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  McOmber  occurred  in  1872, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Minnie  M..  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  Hon.  .Tames  Graham,  an  early  settler  of 
Berrien  County,  who  served  as  Sheriff  and  also  as 
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!i  member  of  the  legislature.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Omber  are    the  parents    of   one  utiild,  Graham  O. 

Socially,  Dr.  McOrabDr  is  identified  with  Kilpntrick 
Post  No.  39,  G.  A.  R.;  Wustern  Star  Lodge  No. 
3!t,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  other  fraternal  organiza- 
tions. He  was  largely  interested  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  St.  Joseph  Valley  Railroad  in 
1889,  and  served  as  its  General  Manager  for  some 
time.  He  owns  a  half-interest  in  the  Hotel  Oron- 
oko,  erected  as  a  sanitaiium  and  for  tlie  accommo- 
dation of  summer  visitors,  and  it  is  already  quite 
popular  thougliout  tliis  section  of  country.  Al- 
ways interested  in  educational  mattei-s.  Dr.  Mc- 
Omber  has  rundei-ed  elHcient  service  as  a  member 
of  the  School  Board, and  has  done  all  in  his  power 
toward  advancing  the  standard  of  education  in 
his  vicinity,  and  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  he 
lias  done  a  great  deal  to  build  np  and  advance 
the  interests  of  Berrien  Springs. 


_®## 


,IL^  ENRY  II.  P0RTP:R  is  the  Secretary  of  the 
W\  Mutual  City  and  Village  Fire  Insurance 
ik^  Company,  engineer  and  manager  of  the 
i^j  Dowagiae  Construction  Company,  and  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  of  the  Dowagiae  Gas  and 
Electric  Company.  He  was  born  in  Jordan,  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  on  tlie  12tU  of  October,  1847. 
On  the  maternal  side  he  is  descended  from  Hugue- 
not ancestry,  his  grandfather  IManchard  liaving 
been  a  refugee  from  France  and  an  early  settler  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Porter,  was  born  in  Ireland,  whence 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y,  He  served  as  Associate 
Judge  of  the  county  and  was  a  prominent  attorney 
and  counselor-at-law. 

William  Porter,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hebron,  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  liis  youth  attended  the  Union  College,  at  Schen- 
ectady, graduating  from  that  institution.  Tlience 
he  went  to  Camillus,  where  he  studied  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Syracuse.  He  com- 
menced   the  practice  of  his   profession  at  Jordan, 


and  also  had  otiices  in  both  ^yr^acuse  and  Auburn. 
At  Salem,  Washington  County,  he  married  Helen 
Jane  Blancliard,  daughter  of  Judge  Anthony  Blan- 
chard.  Six  children  were  born  of  this  union,  four 
of  whom  are  stili  living:  Anthony  II.,  of  New 
York  City;  William  H.,of  Auburn,  N.  Y.;  Jennie  B. 
Leet,  of  Scranton,  Pa.;  and  our  subject. 

Politically,  Mr.  Poi-ter  was  a  Democrat.  He  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Postmaster  at  Jordan, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature. 
He  was  nominated  for  Congress  and  made  a  splen- 
did canvass,  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority 
by  his  opponent,  Dennis  McCarthy.  Afterward 
he  was  again  nominated  tor  Congress,  his  opponent 
being  Senator  Hiscock,  and  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  was  seventy-two  years  old,  he  spoke 
every  night  for  four  weeks  in  the  campaign.  He 
died  in  his  eighty-fii-st  year,  March  27,  1887,  at  hia 
Lome  in  Jordan,  N.  Y.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
died    December  9,  1892,  in    her  cighty-fiftli  year. 

An  untiring  worker,  a  logical  thinker,  and  a  man 
of  unusually  sound  judgment,  Mr.  Porter  won 
considerable  fame  in  professional  circles  and  was 
conceded  to  Ive  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  of 
thelJarof  New  York.  Atthe  time  of  his  death  he 
left  seven  cases  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.  His  was 
a  career  illustrating  the  fact  that  industry  and  en- 
ergy will  almost  invariably  bring  to  their  possessor 
well-merited  success.  Gentlemanly  in  demeanor 
and  cordial  in  manner,  lie  numbered  his  friends  by 
the  hundreds  and  enjoyed  great  popularity.  In 
his  religious  views  he  was  very  libei'al.  He  was 
General-in-Chief  of  the  State  Militia  of  New  York, 
and  at  the  opening  of  the  liebellion  was  urged  to 
accept  the  Colonelcy  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-second  New  York  Infantry,  but  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  do  so.  His  sympathies  were 
on  the  side  of  the  Union. 

In  the  Jordan  Academy  the  subject  of  tliis 
sketch  received  a  good  education.  When  seven- 
teen yeare  old  he  enlisted,  in  1865,  as  a  member 
of  Comfiany  F,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-third 
New  York  Infantry,  having  run  away  from  home 
in  order  to  join  the  army.  However,  his  martial 
impulses  were  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  ai-rival 
of  his  father  on  the  scene,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  return  home.     A  short  time  after- 
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ward  lie  went  to  Elliridge,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  clerked 
in  a  general  store  for  three  and  one-lialf  years. 
Then,  purchasing  a  stock  of  drugs,  he  embarked  in 
business  as  a  druggist  and  continued  thus  occupied 
until  his  store  was  burned  out. 

October  25,  1870,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Port€r  to  Miss  Georgiana,  daughter  of  Israel  K. 
Perry,  a  farmer  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Porter  was  born  and  reared  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  receiving  a  good  education  in  the  Monroe 
Collegiate  Institute.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Porter 
located  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y,,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  confectionery  and  fruit  business.  Later 
lie  settled  on  a  farm  in  Onondaga  County  and 
labored  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  until  1877,  when  he 
came  to  Michigan.  While  faiming  in  New  York, 
and  while  filling  the  position  of  Superintendent  of 
Implements  at  the  State  Fair,  he  became  acquainted 
with  Seth  Green,  tlie  "father  of  fish  culture."  Tiiis 
gentleman  gave  him  considerable  instruction  in 
the  business  and  advised  him  to  go  into  it.  He  fol- 
lowed the  advice  and  built  one  of  the  finest  hatch- 
ing establishments  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Mr, 
Porter  hybridized  the  first  crosses  that  were  ever 
made  between  the  salmou  troutand  the  brook  trout. 
After  writing  to  many  of  the  prominent  fishery 
men  concerning  the  matter,  he  published  an  article 
in  the  Forest  and  Stream  explaining  it  in  full. 
They  are  now  on  exhibition  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institute.  He  was  the  first  to  cross  the  California 
salmon  with  tlie  brook  trout,  and  also  the  firet  to 
liateh  and  raise  the  celebrated  Michigan  grayling, 
specimens  of  which  are  on  exhibition  at  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute.  For  two  years  he  furnished  eggs 
on  contract  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  while 
thus  engaged  was  urged  by  Gov,  Bagley,  of  Mich- 
igan, and  George  H.  Jerome,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  flsh  commission,  to  come  to  this  State  and 
investigate  their  work,  as  what  had  been  done 
prior  to  that  time  had  proved  a  failure. 

During  his  visit  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Porter  accepted 
the  position  tendered  him  and  superintended  the 
State  Fishery  at  Pokagon,  Cass  County.  Hither, 
a  short  lime  afterward,  he  brought  his  family. 
After  filling  the  position  in  the  fisheries  for  one 
season,  he  came  to  Dowagiac  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  with  Frank  J,  Mosher,  under  the 


firm  name  of  F,  J.  Mosher  &  Co.  Two  years  were 
thus  spent,  and  then  Mr.  Porter  engaged  in  business 
as  a  produce  dealer.  While  iti  the  grocery  business 
he  bocame  interested  in  the  City  and  Village  Fire 
Insui'ance  Company  and  acted  as  its  agent  here. 
Upon  the  resignation  of  one  of  its  Directors  he 
he  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacant  place.  After 
serving  as  Director  one  year,  lie  was  elected  Treas- 
urer, and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1884,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  Secretary. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Porter  was  elected  Secretary  of 
the  City  and  Village  Insurance  Company  it  was 
located  at  Niles.  and  for  some  time  previous  its 
business  had  steadily  decreased  until  it  seemed  tiiat 
there  was  no  prospect  of  a  better  stateof  things. 
However,  since  Mr.  Porter  became  connected  with 
the  company  and  removed  the  ottice  to  Dowagiac 
it  has  enjoyed  a  steady  increase  of  business,  and 
now  has  an  assessable  capital  stock  of  11,600,000, 
In  addition  to  his  otlier  interests,  he  is  a  liydraulic 
engineer.  He  is  a  senior  member  of  the  Michigan 
Flngineering  Society,  and  is  manager  of  the  Do- 
wagiac Construction  Company,  whicli  has  offices  in 
Dowagiac  and  Chicago. 

The  Dowagiac  Gas  and  Electric  Liglit  ConifKiny 
was  organized  in  February,  1890,  at  which  time 
Mr.  Porter  was  elected  Secretary  and  Tieasui-er, 
and  is  still  serving  in  that  eaftacity.  He  and  his 
wife  have  one  son,  William  C,  who  is  connected 
with  his  father  in  business. 

Under  the  first  administration  of  President 
Cleveland,  Mr.  Porter  was  appointed  Postmaster 
at  Dowagiac,  but  for  political  reasons  the  Senate 
refused  to  confirm  the  appointment.  Upon  the 
election  of  Cleveland  the  second  time,  he  was 
solicited  by  prominent  Democrats  and  Republicans 
to  accept  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  this 
city,  but  for  business  reasons  he  refused.  lie 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  first  Democratic  caucus 
in  the  city  of  Dowagiac,  and  has  been  a  leader 
among  the  Democrats  for  many  yeai-s.  In  his  re- 
ligious views  he  is  very  liberal.  Since  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  also  identified 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  tlie 
Order  of  Elks,  He  was  the  "father"  of  the  society 
called  the  American  Legion  of  Honor  in  the  State. 
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In  the  estimation  of  our  subject,  this  skt'tch 
would  b«  incomplete  were  no  mention  made  of  his 
matenial  ancestors.  In  referring  to  tlie  family 
genealogy  we  find  tlie  following  facta:  Gen.  Jolin 
Williams  married  Mrs.  Susana  (Thomas)  Turner,  a 
descendant  of  a  family  belonging  to  the  Claud 
MacGregors,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children.  Maria,  the  youngest  of  the  number, 
married  Anthony  I.  Blanchard  and  they  had  a  fam- 
ily of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
Helen  Jane,  the  mother  of  otir  subject,  was  the 
youngest.  Anthony  I,  Blanchard  was  Colonel  of 
the  Second  New  Hampshire  Regiment  and  was 
the  livst  .ludge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y,,  having  been  appointed 
to  that  position  March  12,  1810.  In  1796  he  was 
chosen  Assistant  Attorney-  General  of  New  York, 
and  in  1801  became  District  Attorney.  He  served 
as  a  member  of  the  New  York  General  Assembly 
for  two  terms,  in  1796-97. 

Gen.  John  Williams,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  at  Barnstable,  Devon,  Eng- 
land, in  1752.  and  received  a  good  education  in 
his  native  land.  For  one  year  he  served  as  Major 
on  an  Knglish  man-of-war,  and  after  completing 
his  medical  and  surgical  studies  emigrated  from 
England  in  1773,  and,  coming  to  America,  settled 
at  Salem,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  the  profession 
of  a  pliysician.  May  20,  1775,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Revolutionary  War,  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  Gencr.al  Assem- 
bly, which  met  in  New  York  City.  In  June, 
177.5,  he  was  ap(X)inted  Surgeon  of  a  i-egi- 
nient,  and  in  February  of  the  following  year  he 
was  commissioned  Colonel  of  the  regiment  that 
had  been  raised  principally  through  his  efforts. 
After  serving  as  commanding  ollicer,  he  was  pro- 
moted, April  8,1777,  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General,  and  meantime  still  fulfilled  his  duties  as 
a  member  of  the  Assembly.  He  gave  his  vote  for 
the  ordinance  creating  the  State  of  New  York  and 
adopting  its  constitution.  From  1792  until  1796 
he  served  in  Congress.  For  more  than  twenty- 
five  years,  from  the  organization  of  the  State  of 
New  York  until  his  death,  he  was  Judge  of  the 
county  of  Charlotte  and  its  successor,  Washington 
County.     As  a  member  of    tlie  State    Senate    he 


offered  the  resolution,  whicli  was  adopted,  to  build 
the  canal  connecting  the  Hudson  River  witli  Lake 
Champlain  on  llie  east  and  the  Great  Lakes  on  the 
west.  His  deatli  occurred  at  Saiem,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
22d  of  July,  1806. 


^^EORGE  BOYLE,  a  rej 
'I!  ^^  agriculturist,  residing  i 
^^[   vated    homestead     lot 


representative  general 
upon  his  finely  culti- 

loc.ated  in  Buchanan 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of 
the  county,  and  was  born  Decemher  3,  1835,  in 
Lake  Township.  IIis  parents,  Godfrey  and  Rosina 
(Cool)  Boyle,  were  l)orn,  reai-ed  and  married  in 
Germany,  and,  emigrating  to  America  in  1831,  re- 
sided for  some  time  in  Baltimore,  Md,,  and  later 
removing  to  Pennsylvania,  finally  made  their 
home,  in  1834  or  1835,  in  Berrien  Springs,  Mich. 
Lauding  in  Baltimore  with  only  a  cash  capital  of 
fifty  cents,  the  parents  labored  early  and  late  to 
support  themselves  in  the  country  whoso  ways  and 
language  were  to  them  new  and  strange.  When 
the  father  came  to  Michigan  he  accompanied  Mr. 
Kimball  and  his  family,  and  for  two  years  worked 
by  the  day  and  month  for  them.  He  bought 
a  small  bit  of  land  one  mile  north  of  Niles,  and 
built  thereon  a  log  house,  but  did  not  remain  very 
long  in  this  locality,  although  during  the  brief 
period  of  his  residence  tliei-e  he  managed  to  lose 
nearly  all  the  small  savings  carefully  hoarded 
dollar  by  dollar  from  his  hardly  earned  wages. 
The  father  and  mother  then  removed  to  Lake 
Township,  where  the  father  entered  forty  acres  of 
Government  land  for  $1.25  per  acre,  and  engaged 
energetically  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  After 
a  time  he  sold  this  farm  and  with  his  family 
removed  to  Orinoko  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  and  made  this  place 
his  permanent  home. 

Prospering  through  tireless  industry,  Godfrey 
Boyle  added  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  to  the  original  farm,  and  with  tlie  aid  of  his 
sons  cleared  oft  the  heavy  timber  and  brought  one 
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hundred  and  twenty  acres  up  to  a  high  state  of 
productiveness.  He  further  improved  tlie  farm, 
Iniildiiig  an  attractive  and  commodious  residence 
and  good  barns  and  sheds.  iVom  time  to  time  he 
made  investments  in  lands  and  bought  and  sold, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  owning  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  Essentially  a  self-made  man.  Father 
Hoyie,  hard-working,  upright  and  true  to  every 
duty  of  life,  survived  to  reach  sixty-three  years  of 
age,  and  passed  away  in  1862.  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  liad  served  in  the  army  of  his  na- 
tive land,  as  had  also  a  brother,  and  both  had  un- 
doubtedly shared  the  dangers  of  the  Bonaparte 
campaign.  The  brother  was  capHired  by  the 
troops  of  Napoleon,  his  clothes  taken  from  him, 
and,  without  covering  or  shelter,  he  suffered  most 
severely.  Unto  the  parents  were  l)orn  thirteen 
children,  five  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity. 
Gottlieb  was  the  eldest;  George  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth;  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Orlando 
Nelson;  Godfrey  was  named  in  honor  of  his  father; 
and  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Joel  Hartlinc.  The  mother 
of  these  brothers  and  sisters,  Mrs.  Lucinda  lioyle, 
a  most  estimable  woman,  passed  away  in  1868. 

Our  subject  is  self-educated,  having  in  youth  en- 
joyed but  the  most  limited  opportunities  for  in- 
struction and  schooling.  A  man  of  earnest  pur- 
pose, he  learned  to  read  and  write  after  he  had 
reached  manhood.  Toiling  from  bis  early  child- 
hood, he  attained  to  twenty  years  of  age  and  then 
began  life  for  himself  on  seventy-five  acres  of  land 
bis  father  had  given  liini.  The  land  in  the  woods 
be  cleared  and  cultivated,  and  witli  patient  indus- 
try winning  his  upward  way,  now  owns  two 
hundred  and  twcnty-eightand  a-half  aCres  of  some 
of  the  most  valuable  land  in  Berrien  County.  Mr. 
Boyle  has  now  under  a  higli  state  of  productiveness 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  annually 
yield  an  abundant  harvest.  In  1880  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  his  traet  for  145 
per  acre.  For  the  balance  he  paid  $72,50  per 
acre,  with  the  exception  of  about  twenty-six  acres, 
wliieli  cost  ¥80.10  per  acre.  Aside  from  this 
valuable  property,  our  subject  also  owns  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres  six  miles  north  of 
Niles,  for  which  he  paid  $64  per  acre.  This  latter 
farm  has  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of   finely 


cultivated  land  and  is  improved  with  a  comfort- 
able residence,  a  commodious  new  barn  and 
granary,  and  other  buildings.  For  ten  or  twelve 
yeai-s,  George  Boyle,  in  connection  with  his  brother 
Gottlieb,  ran  a  sawmill  in  Weesaw  Township,  a 
business  which  was  then  most  profital>!e.  In  1858 
George  Boyle  and  Miss  Ann  Houstid  wei-e  united 
in  marriage.  The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject 
was  a  native  of  New  York.  Her  mother,  Mary  A, 
Filkins,  was  twice  married.  Mr.  Houstid  died 
when  his  daughter  Ann  was  an  infant,  and  later 
the  widow  wedded  William  Walton.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boyle  were  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven 
children:  Semantha,  deceased;  Eugene,  a  resident 
of  Weesaw  Township;  Laura,  wife  of  Louis  Paul, 
of  Weesaw  Township;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  R.  N. 
Norris,  of  Niles  Township;  Ira,  at  home;  Melvin, 
with  his  parents;  and  Myra.  deceased.  A  con- 
stant resident  of  his  native  State  throughout  flfty- 
eight  years  of  progress,  our  subject  is  identified 
with  the  growth  and  local  improvements  of  Ber- 
rien County,  and  reared  amid  the  pioneer  scenes 
of  early  days  has  acquired  solely  througli  liis  own 
self-reliant  efforts  a  comfortable  competence  and 
ranks  with  the  substantial  men  of  Michigan. 


"^^^Iv'@^^@l^^«=^-- 


E.STER  H.  KKMFFON,  a  prosperous  general 
merchant  of  Glendora,  Weesaw  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  enterprising  citizens  of  his  locality, 
and  has  held,  with  marked  eftlciency,  many  of  the 
important  township  otilces.  Born  within  tlie  bor- 
der of  the  county,  December  9,  1860,  he  enjoys  a 
wide  acquaintance  and  the  confidence  and  high 
esteem  of  a  host  of  life-time  friends.  His  parents, 
David  F.  and  Mary  (Henderson)  Kcmpton,  were 
both  natives  of  New  York.  The  father,  born  Au- 
gust 27,  1819,  was  the  son  of  William  Kempton,a 
native  of  Vermont,  who  later  made  his  home  in 
tliG  Empire  Slate,  where  he  died  in  1828.  David 
F.  Kempton  and  his  estimable  wife  are  botli  living. 
They  journeved  from  New  York  State  to  Mielii- 
g.aiL   in    1855,  and,    locating    in    lierriou  County, 
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linve  since  cuntiniicil  to  make  their  borne  in  this 
IMirt  of  tli«  State.  The  father  is  by  trade  a  black- 
smith, iinil  long  ago  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twelve  acres  of  woodland,  which,  with  the  aid  of 
his  sons,  he  lias  clcnred,  cultivated  and  improved. 
The  deed  of  the  land  was  giveu  when  .lames  K. 
I'olk  was  President.  Unto  the  parents  was  born 
a  large  family  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 

I-estcr  H.  was  the  seventh  child  in  order  of  birth, 
and,  reared  ii|>on  the  old  Benien  County  liome- 
stead,  attended  in  childhood  the  common  schools 
of  the  district,  afterward  receiving  the  benefit  of 
one  year  of  instruction  in  the  Iligli  School  of  New 
Troy,  and  finally  completing  his  studios  in  the 
Commercial  College  in  Grand  liapids.  lie  served 
an  aiiprenticoship  to  the  mercantile  business  one 
year  in  the  store  of  R.  li.  Jennings,  at  Troy,  and 
then,  on  account  of  his  health,  varied  bis  employ- 
ment with  the  outdoor  work  of  the  homo  farm  for 
■two  years.  In  ISH'i  Mr.  Kempton  engaged  in 
mei-cnntile  business  at  Hilt's  Cornei-s,  and  in  1891 
removed  his  intei-ests  to  Glendora,  where  he  now 
i-esides.  He  carries  a  stock  ol  about  $2,500  and 
docs  a  good  and  rapidly  extending  business  in  the 
country  round  about.  UlK>n  April  8,  181)3,  our 
subject  wus  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence 
llartsoll,  a  native  of  llerricn  County,  an  accom- 
plished lady  and  a.  social  favorite  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  her  home.  Mis.  Kempton  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Joitathon  and  Laura  (Harger)  llartsell, 
prominent  and  higiily  respected  residents  of  Wee- 
saw  Township.  Mr.  HartscU  is  a  native  of  the 
State  and  was  born  in  Cass  County,  November  11, 
1836. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kempton  is  a  pronounced  Dem- 
ocrat. He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gro- 
ver  Cleveland,  and  in  order  to  reach  the  polls 
walked  from  Galien,  where  he  was  engaged  in  a 
store,  to  the  home  district.  Fully  possessing  the 
regard  ot  the  many  who  have  known  his  record  as 
boy  and  man,  our  subject  has  held,  since  attaining 
his  majority,  various  positions  of  trust.  Elected 
School  Inspector  in  188i,  he  faithfully  devoted 
his  service  for  two  years  to  the  cause  of  educational 
advancement,  and  for  three  years  occupied  the 
olHce  of  Township  Clerk.  For  four  successive 
years  he  was  elected  to  the  responsible  office  of 


Supervisor,  and  discharged  the  work  involved  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  his  fellow- townsmen,  who 
would  have  continued  him  in  the  position,  but 
Mr.  Ifempton,  deciding  that  he  had  done  hisshai-e 
toward  the  mutual  welfare  as  a  public  olfleer,  de- 
clined any  further  appointment.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kempton,  occupying  a  social  position  of  useful 
influence,  are  prominent  factors  in  the  various  be- 
nevolent enterprises  and  social  life  of  the  town- 
ship, and  in  tlieir  attractive  home  receive  and  en- 
tertain an  extensive  and  life-long  acquaintance. 


G' 


^^  EOKGE  B.  RICHARDS,  an  enterprising  citi- 
zen of  Berrien  County,  Mich,,  now  con- 
ductingsuccessfully  an  extensive  furniture 
business  in  the  village  of  Buchanan,  is  a  native  of 
his  present  locality  and  was  horn  in  the  township 
on  the  18th  of  November,  1859.  Educated  in  the 
scliools  of  Buchanan,  he  remained  with  his  father 
until  liis  twenty-flrat  birtliday,  when  he  began  life 
for  himself  as  a  market  gardener.  He  followed 
this  occupation  for  some  lime,  then  entered  into 
mercantile  business  as  a  clerk,  and  in  1891  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  dealer  in  furniture,  and  has  a 
well-stocked  store  and  enjoys  an  excellent  and 
rapidly-extending  trade.  Politically  a  Republi- 
can, Mr,  Richards  Is  intimately  identified  with  the 
local  management  of  the  leading  offices  of  the 
township,  and  in  1890  was  elected  Township 
Treasure?,  was  re-elected  in  1891,  and  in  1892  and 
in  1893  was  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of 
SuiJervisor  of  the  township,  the  duties  of  which 
office  our  subject  is  now  discharging  to  the  great 
satisfaction  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  In  1879, 
George  B.  Richards  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Clara  Roe,  daughter  of  Jesse  J.  and  Anna  M. 
(Whitman)  Roe,  eariy  settlers  of  the  village,  wide- 
ly known  and  highly  respected.  Mrs.  Richards  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  a  most  vf- 
timable  lady,  active  in  the  social  and  religious  life 
of  Buchanan.  One  son,  Robert,  has  blessed  the 
home, 
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Alfred  Rkliards,  the  Fatliet*  of  our  subject,  was 

ooe  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  village  of  Bu- 
chanan, and,  born  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  November 
5,  1822,  was  a  young  man  twenty-eight  years  of 
age  when  lie  came  in  the  prirte  of  early  manhood 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  broader  fields  of  the 
West.  He  was  theson  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Bergh) 
Richards,  who  early  in  life  made  tlieir  home  in 
Dflawnve,  but  were  both  natives  of  England. 
Henry  Richards,  emigrating  to  America  in  1818, 
settled  in  Delaware,  and  there  married,  but  later 
returned  to  his  native  land,  where  ho  died.  His 
wife,  Sarah  Bergli.  was  the  daughter  of  George 
liergh,  who  left  England  in  1820  and  located  in 
Philadelphia,  but  later  made  his  home  in  Wilming- 
ton, Del.,  dying  in  the  latter  State.  He  and  liis 
good  wife  rearedsix  or  seven  children,  who  located 
in  and  about  Philadelphia,  being  among  the  fam- 
ily of  Friends  in  that  part  of  the  United  States. 
George  Bergh,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Alfred 
Richards,  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Quaker 
sect,  and  commanded  universal  esteem.  Five  chil- 
dren gathered  in  the  home  of  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Bergh)  Richards.  Emiiy,  tiie  eidest-born,  mar- 
ried CharlesGibb,  of  New  York  City;  GeorgeH.  is 
deceased;  Louisa  married  John  Grain  and  resides 
in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.;  Mary  became  the  wife  of 
James  Blandford,  and  died  in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.; 
Alfred,  the  youngest-born,  received  most  of  his 
education  in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  and  resides  in  Bu- 
chanan. 

Acquiring  the  trade  of  a  carriage- maker,  the 
father  of  our  subject  worked  for  some  length  of 
time  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Journeying  to  Michi- 
gan in  1848.  he  spent  one  year  in  Niles,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  following  twelve  months  located  in 
Buchanan  Township  and  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  wagons,  but  few  carriages  l)eing  made  in 
those  days.  After  conducting  an  extensive  and 
profitable  business  as  a  wagon  manufacturer  (or 
four  or  five  years,  Mr,  Richards  entered  into  mill- 
ing and  lumbering  on  a  large  scale.  He  prospered 
steadily  until  the  financial  panic  of  1873,  when 
the  disastrous  closing  of  many  large  Arms  witli 
which  he  did  business  crippled  him  seriously.  He, 
however,  remained  in  business  the  next  ten  years, 
but,  failing  to  enjoy  the  success  which  had  at  first 


attended  his  efforts,  he  sold  out  and  retired  from 
ths  active  cares  of  mercantile  life.  In  1847  the 
father  and  mother  of  our  subject,  Alfred  and 
Laura  E.  (Martin)  Richards,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Richards,  a  devout  Christian  lady, 
and  a  valued  member  of  the  Advcntist  Chui-ch, 
passed  away  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children.  Emily 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Tcrricre,  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Eli  Eaton, of  Buchanan; 
Laura  is  the  widow  of  Frank  G.  Anderson ;  Susan  is 
the  wife  of  C.  Roe,  of  Buchanan;  George  B.  was  the 
fifth  child;  and  Alfred  i-esides  in  Buchanan.  Like 
his  wife,  Mr.  Richards  is  a  member  of  the  Adventist 
Church,  and  lias  ever  been  active  in  religious  and 
benevolent  work.  He  is  politically  a  Republican, 
and  has  for  five  years  as  Township  Supervisor 
materially  assisted  in  the  promotion  of  needed 
improvements.  He  was  Treasurer  of  the  township 
for  two  years  and  served  with  ability  as  member 
of  the  Village  Board  of  Commissioners.  Surround- 
ed by  his  children,  all  occupying  positions  of  busy 
usefulness,  Alfred  Kichards  is  entering  upon  the 
evening  of  his  days  among  a  large  circle  of  old- 
time  friends,  by  whom  he  is  univei-sally  esteemed. 


ij"<'"T"^  [^-'•^ — ^^^ 


■^^51  RASMUS  MILLKR  KRUSE.  In  mention- 
|i^  ing  those  of  foreign  birth  who  have  become 
/t—^  closely  associated  with  the  farming  interests 
of  Berrien  County.  Mich,,  we  should  not  faii  to 
present  an  outline  of  Mr,  Kruse,  for  he  is  one  who 
has  fully  borne  out  the  reputation  of  that  class  of 
industrious,  energetic  and  far-seeing  men  who 
claim  Denmark  as  their  native  country.  He  is  a 
retired  sailor  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Royalton  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.  He 
was  born  in  Arhuns,  Denmark,  December  15,  1826, 
and  is  a  son  of  Hans  B,  and  Vearn  (Skipter)  Kruse, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  that  country. 

Hans  B.  Kruse  was  a  sailor  and  was  captain  of 
a  sailing-vessel  for  about  forty  years.  His  father 
Amity  Kruse,  was  also  an  old  sailor,  but  after 
leaving  the  sea  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising, 
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following  that  until  liis  death.  Huns  B.  Kruse 
died  ill  his  native  country  in  1856,  and  his  wife 
followed  liiin  to  the  grave  about  four  years  af- 
leiwaids.  Tliey  wore  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Their  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and 
one  dangliter.  as  follows:  Ei-asmus  M.  our  subject; 
Amity  C,  deceased;  and  Christina,  wife  of  Mr. 
Danekei't.  who  was  born  in  Den  mark  and  who  was  a 
lawyer  by  profession.  He  ii  now  deceased  and  his 
widow  resides  in  the  Old  Co  t  >  \  an ce,  another, 
child,  is  deceased.  Tie  list  a  nedwas  a  civil  en- 
gineer and  while  Stan  1  i  ngon  putting 
on  his  overcoat,  was  tl  ow  o  t  b  kward  bj'  the 
horses  starting,  and  a  1  lie  1  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  these  children  was  also  a  saiio 

The  original  of  this  brief  notice  remained  w  th 
his  parents  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  tl  en 
decided  to  try  a  sailor's  life.  He  went  from  Den 
mark  to  China  for  a  cargo  of  tea  in  1841,  a  d 
continued  working  on  the  vessel  until  1846,  wl  en 
he  was  shipwrecked  off  thecoast  of  South  Amtr  ca 
near  Montevideo.  After  this  he  went  on  a  con 
voy  up  the  La  Platte  and  Paraguay  Kivers,  tl 
teen  hundred  miles,  and  returned  to  Montevi  le 
loaded  with  liides.  Leaving  the  convoy,  he  boarded 
a  Baltimore  vessel  and  sailed  for  New  York,  I  n  1 
ing  In  that  city  in  184C,  From  there  he  made 
three  voyages  to  England,  France  and  the  I-^a  t 
Indies,  after  which  he  settled  in  Boston.  Sho  tly 
afterwards  he  wont  to  San  Francisco  in  a  si  j 
called  the  "John  M.  Mail,"  and  had  a  Dane  fo 
ca))tain.  This  was  on  the  2d  of  January,  1850  a  d 
he  landed  in  San  Francisco  the  last  of  Ap  1 
From  April  of  that  year  until  1853  he  was  i  n 
ning  on  a  pilot  boat,  getting  $150  to  $180  je 
month,  but  in  the  last-named  year  he  heard  tl  at 
his  mother  was  sick  and  started  immediately  fo 
his  native  country,  reaching  his  home  in  Dece 
her.  1854.  His  mother  recovered  and  lived  f  r  a 
number  of  years  after  that. 

From  1854  to  1858  Mr.  Kruse  was  master  f  a 
vessel  called  the  "Caliph,"  but  the  year  1859  le 
came  to  Cliicago  and  remained  there  until  the  fall 
when  he  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich,  For  sev 
erfti  yeai's  after  this  he  sailed  on  the  Lakes,  b  t  n 
1870  he  bought  his  present  farm,  forty  acres  six 
railes  south  of  St.  Joseph.   In  the  year  1879  he  w  b 


married  in  Berrien  County  to  Miss  Mary  Sarah 
Mayhew,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  four  children 
were  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Ansel  M.,  Rachel 
M.,  Robert  E.  and  Reuben  W.  Mr.  Kruse  is  one 
of  the  honorable,  upright  men  of  the  county,  and 
his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  is  a  stanch 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  liis  fii-st 
Presidential  vote  was  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mrs. 
Kruse  is  a  Free  Methodist  in  her  religious  belief, 
and  a  lady  of  much  intelligence. 


i^aSS4t"t^S^^i^- 


yj  UGITSIUS  B.  BISBEE.    Adjoining  thecor- 

(WlII.     I  orate  limits  of  the  city  of  Benton  Har- 

II   '*    bo         located   the   twenty-acre  fruit  farm 

Qj'  belo  g  ng   to  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 

vho  a  p  on  nent  citizen  of  this  place  and  an 
act  e  b  s  noss  man.  He  was  born  in  Portland, 
Me    o     t!  e  16th   of  February,  1849,  and  is  a  son 

f  Ruf  a  i  Marianne  (Brown)  Bisbee,  both  of 
wl  on    ve  c  !      i  in  the  State  of  Maine,  the  father 

n  J  ne  f  181  ,  and  the  mother  in  1825.  The  pa- 
te al  ^  andfather  was  Rufus  Bisbee,  a  biavo  sol- 
de  tl      War    of    1812,  and    a  descendant  of 

F  I  si  an  t  n-s.  The  family  was  first  repre- 
sented tl  s  ounlry  by  Thomas  Bisbee,  who  in 
1634  e  g  ated  to  America  and  made  settlement 
pon  tl  e  tl  en  inhospitable  shores  of  Massachu- 
setts    01  vcr  B  shoe,  the  great-gi-and father  of  our 

ubje  t  vas  one  of  the  participants  in  the  War  of 
tl  e  lievol  t  o  where  he  aided  in  defyating  the 
to  CO  rdeit  ed  coats."  The  maternal  grand- 
fatl  e  of  Mr  Bisbee  was  Capt.  Consider  Brown,  a 
nat  ve  of  Mi  nc. 

io  1  nu  be  of  years  the  parents  of  our  anb- 
je  t  ma  Ic  tl  e  r  home  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  where 
tl  e  fatl  c     lei  in  1865.     The  mother  is  still  liv- 

ng  a  i  es  des  at  Arrowsic,  Me.  The  parental 
fam  li  cons  sted  of  five  children,  only  two  of 
wl  on  a -en  w  living,  Augustus  B.  and  Isaac  S,, 
tl  e  latter  Le  ng  a  resident  of  Iowa.  The  Brst. 
nnei    ]  assed    his    boyhood    days   in   New  York, 

vl  e  c    le  carr  eri  on   his  studies  in  the  common 

clool        Vfteiward   he   entered   Union   College 
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at  SchenectiiKiy,  wliere  he  pursued  liis  studies  with 
diligence  for  a  period  of  two  or  three  years.  He 
tliCD  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  but  re- 
linqtiiiilkcd  his  plans  of  beooming  a  physician  aud 
secured  an  interest  in  a  drug  store  at  Sclienectady, 
carrying  on  a  successful  business  for  thiee  ycai-s. 

In  1869  Mr.  Bisbee  came  to  lienton  Harbor, 
where  for  twelve  years  lie  was  engaged  in  the 
drug  business.  In  1884  he  was  elected  Recorder 
of  Deeds  of  Berrien  County,  and  in  that  position, 
as  in  other  positions  he  was  called  upon  to  till,  he 
served  with  elHciency  and  fidelity  the  interests 
of  the  people.  Retiring  from  the  Recorder's  office 
he  embarked  in  the  real-estate  business,  to  which 
he  is  giving  his  attention  at  the  present  time.  In 
1887  he  purchased  part  of  the  fruit  farm  to  which 
allusion  has  already  been  made,  and  wbicli  be  still 
superintends  with  success. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  ISisbce  occurred  in  1873 
aud  united  him  with  Miss  Cecelia  E.,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Thirza  McAb.ster,  of  Benton  Harbor. 
Tbeybave  five  children.  May,  John,  Editb,  Arthur 
and  Alice.  In  his  social  connections,  Mr.  Bisbee  is 
a  member  of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Calvin  Brittain  Chapter  No.  72,  It.  A.  M.; 
St.  Joseph  Council  No.  44,  li.  &  S.  M.;  and  Niks 
Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T.  He  has  always  been 
known  as  a  consistent  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  a  prominent 
part  in  local  politics,  as  well  as  in  all  enterprises 
which  will  benefit  the  community.  He  is  a  gentle- 
man of  thoroughly  accurate  and  reliable  business 
methods,  and  enjoys  tbe  general  respect  as  a  sub- 
stantial and  worthy  citizen. 


i^^II0MA8  MILES,  the  able  and  energetic 
lll^St,  Highway  Commissioner  of  Niles  Township, 
^^^  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  been  associated 
with  the  progressive  interests  and  advancement  of 
bis  township  for  a  period  of  nineteen  years.  He 
is  a  native  of  old  England  and  was  born  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, August  13,  1836.  His  parents,  Robert 
and  Ann   (Watts)  Miles,  were  of  English  birth, 
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and  the  mother,  four-score  years  of  age,  is  yet  a  res- 
ident of  the  Queen's  dominions.  Our  subject, 
reared  and  educated  in  his  birthplace,  was  early 
trained  to  habits  of  industrious  thrift,  and  at- 
tained his  manhood  ambitious  and  self-reliant.  In 
1854,  iie  determined  to  try  liis  fortunes  in  Amer- 
ica and  embarking  on  a  sailing-vessel,  the  "  Presi- 
dent Fillmore,"  took  passage  from  London  bound 
for  the  New  World.  At  the  close  of  a  iong  and 
.tedious  voyage,  lasting  five  weeks  and  three  days, 
Mr.  Miles  landed  safely  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York  City.  For  many  yeara  he  remained  in  the 
Empire  State,  making  his  home  in  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, and  there  devoting  himself  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

The  attractions  presented  by  the  West  finally 
drew  Mr.  Miles  to  Indiana,  and,  locating  in  Wells 
County,  he  resumed  farming.  He  spent  a  number 
of  years  in  the  lioosier  State,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  fall  of  1867  that  he  journeyed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Michigan.  He  came  at  iiret  to  Buchanan 
Township,  but  after  a  time  settled  in  the  south- 
western corner  of  Niles  Township,  Later  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  homestead,  where  he  has 
lived  for  a  number  of  yeai^s.  Upon  March  8, 
1858,  some  four  years  after  his  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  Thomas  Miles  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Susan  Rollings,  born  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, England,in  April,  1839.  The  father 
and  mother  of  Mre.  Miles,  John  and  Rebecca  Rol- 
lings, were  both  of  English  birth.  Five  cliildren 
have  blessed  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  good 
wife,  William  was  the  eldest  of  the  family; 
Arthur  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Emma  is 
the  wife  of  Edwin  Altigev;  Elijah  and  Samuel 
complete  the  list.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miles,  their  sons 
and  daughter,  occupy  positions  of  usefulness  and 
enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends. 

Our  subject  received  but  very  limited  advan- 
tages for  instruction  in  early  youth,  and  is  mainly 
a  self-educated  man.  He  arrived  in  this  country 
without  capital,  but  has  been  enabled  to  care  for 
his  family  and  acquire  a  farm  of  sixty  acres, 
now  all  under  excellent  improvement,  and  a  valu- 
able and  productive  piece  of  property.  Mr.  Miles 
also  owns  twenty-five  acres  in  Cass  County,     In 
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his  political  aftiliatiotiH,  lie  is  a  strong  I>emocrat 
and  believes  in  tlie  princiiiles  and  platform  of 
true  Demociaey.  He  gave  to  liis  first  term  as 
Highway  Commissioner  sucli  faithful  and  etficient 
service  that  lie  was  re-elected  to  a  second  term  by 
the  popular  vote.  Regardless  of  party  or  polities, 
our  subject  is  ever  i-eady  to  assist  in  all  matters 
tending  to  the  public  good.  Liberal-spirited  and 
prf^ressive,  lie  is  at  all  times  a  true  representative 
American  citizen. 


.  J^i  LBERT  L.  DREW,  a  skillful  civil  engin- 
*^Oi     eer    and    successful    attoincy-at-law,  is  a 

II  11  resident  of  Chikaming  Township  and 
^P  welt  known    througliout  Berrien  County, 

Mich.  He  is  a  native  of  Cass  County  and  the 
fii-st  white  child  born  on  Beardsley  Prairie,  Mil- 
ton Township.  The  day  of  the  birth  of  our  highly 
esteemed  subject  was  July  5,  1834.  The  Drews 
arc  of  direct  Scotch  descent,  three  brothers  emi- 
grating from  "bounie  Scotland"  to  America  in  a 
very  early  day  in  the  history  of  tlie  Colonies. 
One  of  the  brothers  settled  in  Vermont,  another 
in  New  Jersey,  and  the  third  in  the  Empire  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Oliver  Drew,  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  remained  in  the  home  of  bis  childhood 
until  he  had  arrived  at  his  majority.  When  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  bfeginhing  life  for  himself, 
ho  went  to  the  State  of  New  York  and  engaged 
in  stair-building,  and,  an  excellent  mechanic,  was 
prospered.  He  remained  in  New  York  until  1832, 
when  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  a  new 
country  and  journeyed  to  tlic  wilds  of  Michigan, 
settling  in  Cass  County,  where,  in  1833,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ann  Woods,  a  native  of  the  Quaker 
State  and  a  daugliter  of  .lames  Woods,  a  member 
of  one  of  the  old  Pennsylvania-Dutch  families. 

After  locating  in  Michigan,  Oliver  Drew  en- 
gaged in  a  variety  of  employment,  digging  wells 
und  pump  making.  He  was  a  manufacturer  of  the 
first  wooden  pump  in  Cass  County,  and  was  a  man 
of  spirit  and  enterprise.  During  the  Sac  War  he 
31 


made  a  gallant  defense  against  the  Indians,  and  his 
death  was  mourned  as  a  public  loss  when  lie  died 
in  Casb  County  in  1853.  He  and  his  good  wife 
were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
of  wliom  Ave  are  yet  living.  Harvey  L.  served  with 
bravery  in  the  Civil  War,  and  is  now  a  wealtliy 
banker  of  San  Bernardino,  Cal.  Our  subject,  Al- 
bert L.,  was  reared  among  the  pioneer  scenes  of 
Milton  Township,  and  attended  the  primitive 
schools  of  his  home  district,  afterward  receiving 
instruction  in  the  graded  schools  of  Elkhart  and 
Mishawaka,  Ind, 

In  1861  Mr.  Drew  made  his  permanent  home  in 
Berrien  County,  and  in  the  same  year  began  read- 
ing law  with  Judge  Coolidge,  and,  in  a  brief  time 
entering  upon  the  practice  of  his  legal  profession, 
has  since  been  retained  in  numerous  important 
cases  tried  in  various  parts  of  Berrien  County. 
Enjoyingan  extended  reputation  asa  practitioner 
at  the  Bar,  our  subject  is  also  known  as  an  able 
civil  engineer,  and  lias  done  a  large  amount  of 
business  in  that  line  of  work,  peculiarly  incidental 
to  a  new  country.  For  four  years  Mr.  Drew  oc- 
cupied with  eflleiency  tlie  responsible  position  of 
County  Surveyor,  and  was  also  Supervisor  of-his 
township  for  eleven  consecutive  yeare,  and  was  a 
most  valuable  factor  in  the  promotion  of  the  V>est 
interests  of  his  locality.  Our  subject  was  like- 
wise one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  State 
Prison  for  one  term,  and  occupied  with  disline- 
tion  the  Presidential  chair  of  the  Farmers'  Insti- 
tute and  the  Old  Settlers'  Association. 

Albert  L.  Drew  and  Miss  Helen  A.  Sherrill  wore 
united  in  marriage  in  1857,  in  Cass  County,  amid 
the  best  wishes  of  many  friends,  Mi-s.  Drew  is 
the  daughter  of  old  settlers  of  Michigan,  and  was 
born  in  Jeffei-son  Township,  Cass  County.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  one  child,  a 
son,  Guy  E.,  a  young  man  of  promise,  now  em- 
ployed in  his  profession  as  assistant  civil  engin- 
eer by  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company, 
with  which  corporation  he  has  been  connected  for 
many  years.  When  Mr.  Drew  first  came  to  Ber- 
rien County  he  purehased  the  valuable  farm  of 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which  he  still  owns. 
The  land  is  under  excellent  cultivation  and  highly 
improved  with  an   attractive   residence,  substan- 
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tial  barns  ittid  olber  buildings.  The  farm  is  one 
of  the  Rnesl  in  the  county  and,  located  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  county  seat,  is  tlie  abode  of 
hospitality.  Soon  after  settling  in  lierrien  County 
our  subject  built  a  sawmill,  which  he  operated 
profitably  for  twelve  years,  and  in  his  various  en- 
terjjrises  exhibits  the  indomitable  energy  and  in- 
telligent business  ability  wliicli  liave  characterized 
his  entire  iiai'cer. 

Politically,  Mr.  Drew  is  an  Independent,  but, 
formerly  a  Republican,  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vole  for  John  C.  Fremont,  lie  has  from  his  earl- 
iest manliood  actively  interested  himself  in  local 
and  national  issues,  and  been  a  leader  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  fellow-townsmen.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  valued  membersof  the  Itaptist Church 
at  Edwardsburgh,  Cass  County,  with  which  re- 
iig'ious  organization  his  wife  is  also  conncctud. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drew  are  generous  givers  in  behalf 
of  religious  and  benevolent  work  and  enterprise, 
and  occupy  a  high  social  position.  Passing  a  life 
of  honored  and  busy  usefulness,  our  subject  has 
Lud  retains  the  confidence  of  a  host  of  old- 
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I,  AMUEL  C.  THOMSON  represents  Howard 
Township  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
,  County,  A  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  he  owns  and  operates  on  sec- 
tion 8  a  well-con  ducted  farm,  consisting  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-one  acres,  of  which  two  hundred 
and  sixteen  acres  are  under  excellent  cultivation. 
He  has  embellished  hia  place  with  a  set  of  fii-st- 
class  farm  buildings  adapted  to  their  several  uses, 
and  has  also  introduced  machinery  of  the  latest 
and  most  approved  pattern. 

Many  of  the  most  successful  and  thrifty  citizens 
of  our  country  have  emigrated  hither  from  Scot- 
laud,  and  among  this  number  may  be  mentioned 
our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Glasgow,  on  the 
28th  of  July  1842.  His  father,  Samuel  Thomson, 
who  was  likewise  born  in  Glasgow,  was  a  grocer 
in  lliat  city,  whence  he  emigrated  to  the  United 


States  and  settled  in  Berrien  County.  Mich.,  in 
1844.  He  located  on  section  33,  of  Niles  Town- 
ship, where  he  died  on  Christmas  Day,  1882,  aged 
eighty-five  years.  A  man  well  known  throughout 
the  county,  he  served  many  years  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  Highway  Commissioner  in  Niles 
Township,  In  the  Old  Country  he  had  been  a 
Gladstone  man,  and  after  settling  in  Michigan 
adopted  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  to 
whicli  he  gave  liis  influence  and  support. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Lillian  Atkin  and  was  born  and  reared  in  Scot- 
land. At  the  .age  of  more  than  ninety  years,  she 
still  survives,  making  her  home  with  her  son,  Hon, 
James  B.  Thomson,  at  the  old  place.  She  had 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood;  at  this 
writing  (1893)  three  still  survive.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  fifth  in  the  family  circle  and  was 
about  two  years  old  when  he  came  to  America 
with  his  parents.  His  first  schooling  was  obtained 
in  the  distiict  schools  of  Niles  Township,  and  later 
he  attended  llie  school  in  the  village  of  Niles 
during  one  winter. 

Mr,  Thomson  veinained  at  the  old  homestead 
and  engaged  in  general  fanning  for  many  years. 
lie  was  not  married  until  lie  was  forty-two  yeare 
of  age,  when  he  was  united  with  Miss  Caroline 
Gerberich,  the  ceremony  which  united  them  be- 
ing performed  on  the  20th  of  November,  1884. 
Mrs.  Thomson  was  born  in  Bertrand  Township, 
Berrien  County,  February  15,  1858,  being  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Catharine  (Miller)  Gerbe- 
rich, early  settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  and 
also  pioneei-8  of  Berrien  County,  Mich,  Mr.  Thom- 
son purchased  hia  present  farm  in  1881,  and  has 
since  made  this  bis  home.  Unto  litm  and  his  wife 
have  been  born   two  children:  Samuel  and  Jose- 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Thomson  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. He  served  as  Clerk  of  Niles  Township  for 
several  yeai-s,  and  also  filled  the  position  of  School 
Inspector.  In  1883  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of 
Howard  Township,  and  ten  years  later  was  again 
chosen  to  till  that  important  position.  In  1887  he 
became  .Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  now  filling 
that  position  for  the  secoud  tLrm,     He  is  an  Kider 
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in  tlie  Presbyterian  Cliurcli  at  Niles,  and  has  been 
ont!  of  its  learling  members  foe  many  yeai's.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  also  tlie 
President  of  the  Jlerrien  County  Farmei-a'  Mutual 
IiiBurance  Company,  and  lie  is  also  connected 
with  this  organizationasa  Director.  As  a  citizen, 
farmer,  neighbor  and  friend,  he  possesses  true  no- 
bility of  character  and  is  held  in  general  esteem. 


T/  KWIS  ROBERTS,  an  energetic  and  enter- 
al (^  prising  general  agriculturist  and  successful 
.Jl-^  stock-raiser  of  Wecsaw  Towiiship,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  has  been  a  constant  resident  of  his 
highly  productive  farm  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century.  Ohio  is  the  native  State  of  our  subject, 
who  was  born  in  Huron  County  October  13, 1841. 
The  Robertses  are  an  old,  well-known  family  in  the 
East,  and  Grandfather  lioberts  was  one  of  the  pa- 
triotic citizens  who  fonght  witli  courage  in  the 
War  of  tlie  Revolution.  The  father  and  mother, 
Jonathan  M.and  Eliza  (Horton)  Roberts,  were  long- 
time residents  of  the  Empire  State,  but  with  their 
family  later  made  their  home  in  Ohio,  where  the 
parents  passed  their  last  yeare,  and  at  a  good  old 
age  died.  Their  home  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
seven  manly  sons,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  Lewis  Roberts  spent  the 
days  of  youtli  in  bis  birthplace,  and  there  grew 
up  to  manhood.  He  enjoyed  the  advantage  of 
instruction  in  the  schools  of  the  home  district  and 
assisted  his  brothers  in  the  daily  round  of  farm- 
ing duties.  Our  subject  was  not  twenty  years  old, 
wjjen,  promptly  answering  the  Government's  ap- 
peal for  troops,  lie  bravely  enlisted,  September  17, 
1861,  in  the  three  years'  service. 

Mr.  Roberts  cntei-ed  Company  C,  Fifty-fifth 
Ohio  Infantry,  as  a  private,  and,  immediately  for- 
warded to  the  front,  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Cross  Keys,  Bull  Run,  Chance llorsville  and  Gettys- 
burg, Pa.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  the 
fights  of  Mission  Ridge  and  Resaca,  Ga.,  and  in 
the  latter  engagement  was  wounded  by  a  gunshot 


through  the  right  hip.  Removed  to  the  field  hos- 
pital, our  subject  was  soon  transported  to  Chatta- 
nooga, from  there  was  sent  one  night  to  Nashville, 
and  was  afterward  forwarded  to  Louisville,  and 
from  there  to  Jefferson  vi  lie,  Ind.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  September,  at  which  time  he  re- 
ported at  Chattanooga  and  assisted  in  driving  four 
thousand  cattle  to  Atlanta.  His  next  engagement 
was  at  Savannah.  Ga.  In  1865,  at  Fayetteville, 
N.  C,  where  he  was  Serving  on  detailed  duty, 
grinding  corn  at  a  mill  with  a  comrade,  he  was 
attacked  by  seven  rebels  and,  again  wounded  by  a 
gunshot  striking  liis  right  eye,  was  left  for  dead 
upon  the  field.  The  attack  occurred  upon  the  9th  of 
Marcli,  but  our  subject  was  not  picked  up  until  the 
i3th,  when  he  was  carried  to  the  house  of  a  neigh- 
boring family,  and  from  there  was  removed  to 
Fayetteville,  N.  C,  and  later  sent  to  Wilmington, 
N,  C,  and  finally  taken  to  Willet's  Point  Hospi- 
tal, in  New  York,  five  miles  up  East  River.  For 
his  services  he  now  di-aws  t30  per  month  pension 
from  the  Government. 

In  this  latter  place  Mr.  Roberts  remained  until 
May,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged  from  the  serv- 
ice and  returned  to  Ohio.  Soon  after  reaching  his 
motlier's  he  was  violently  attacked  with  typhoid 
fever  and  was  ill  for  some  time.  In  1866  our 
subject  made  Berrien  County  his  permanent  home, 
and  in  1867  purchased  the  farm  he  now  owns,and 
which  contains  fifty-five  acres  of  excellent  land. 
The  homestead,  when  bought  by  Mr.  Roberts,  was 
heavily  timbered  land,  but  now,  cleared  and  im- 
proved, is  one  of  the  most  attractive  pieces  of  farm- 
ing property  in  this  pail  of  Wecsaw  Township,  It 
was  February  8.  1866, that  Mr Kobertsflrst entered 
the  bonds  of  matrimony,  wedding  Miss  Mary  Stoll. 
a  native  of  Sandusky,  Ohio.  This  estimable  lady, 
who  passed  away  November  5,  1875,  lived  to  be- 
come the  mother  of  three  children,  of  whom  but 
one  now  survives,  a  danghtei',  Mary  K.,  wife  of 
George  Sullivan.  Our  subject  contracted  a  second 
marriage  May  15,  1877,  with  Miss  .lane  Allen,  who 
died  May  7,  1887,  leaving  two  children,  Charles 
and  Ola.  Upon  November  5,  1889,  Mr.  Roberts 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Addie  (Foster) 
Stimpson,  a  lady  of  worth  and  intelligence,  who 
has  been   blessed  by  the  birth   of   two  children, 
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Flossie  and  Maxie.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Roberts  is  a 
valued  member  of  George  Custer  Post  No.  208, 
G.  A,  R,,  and  much  enjoys  the  re-unioaa  of  the 
order.  Among  tliereniiniseencesof  tiie  privations 
courageously  endured  while  in  the  army,  our  sub- 
ject relates  that  when  in  Virginia  he  was  eighteen 
days  without  talcing  off  his  accoutrements.  Mr. 
Roberts  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
all  matters  of  public  welfare.  Politically,  lie  is  a 
Republican,  true  and  steadfast,  and  cast  his  first 
Pi-esidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  Highly 
esteemed  by  the  community  with  whose  interests 
he  lias  so  long  been  identified,  be  is  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Berrien  County, 
and  has  a  liost  of  friends. 


\Tr^ETHUEL  FARLEY.  Amongtlie  early  pio- 
Jt^NV  ^'^^'^^  <**  Berrien  County,  Oronoko  Town- 
(1®))I;  ship,  Midi.,  and  who  has  attained  to  a  vig- 
^^^  orous  old  age,  is  ItctliucI  F.arley,  wlio 
many  years  ago  came  to  this  section  and  entered 
actively  upon  Uia  career  as  a  farmer.  The  older 
members  of  a  community  arc  doubly  entitled  to 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  their  neiglibors  when 
their  lives  have  been  replete  with  acts  of  kindness 
and  their  whole  career  marked  by  integrity  and 
uprightness.  Our  subject  is  one  of  those  who  has 
fought  the  battle  of  life  successfully,  and  is  now 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  early  labors. 
He  is  a  product  of  Ohio,  born  in  the  town  of  Kirt- 
land  in  1823,  and  the  son  of  Amos  and  Lucy 
(Hall)  Farley,  natives  respectively  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Vermont. 

The  parents  were  married  in  New  Hampshire, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Lower  Canada,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  twelve  years.  From  there 
they  went  toOliio  in  .1814  or  1815,  settling  in  the 
town  of  Kirtland,  near  which  Mr.  Farley  tilled  the 
soil  for  many  years,  but  about  1830  he  ventured 
into  the  wilds  of  Michigan,  where  for  three  years 
he  resicled  on  the  site  of  the  now  prosperous  vil- 
lage of  St.  Joseph.     There  were  but  two  or  three 


houses  there  at  tbnt  time,  and  our  subject  has  in 
his  possession  two  or  three  chairs  made  by  a  Mr. 
Chandlei  who  was  a  chair-maker  there  in  183(1. 
While  lesiding  in  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Farley  kept 
boaideis,  this  being  the  first  house  of  the  kind  in 
the  vilKge  In  May,  1833,  he  settled  on  the  farm 
where  oui  subjec  t  now  resides,  tlien  consisting  of 
eighty  acics,  and  for  which  he  paid  $150,  and  at 
once  began  clearing  and  improving. 

At  tiiat  time  the  country  was  wild  and  unset- 
tled, iieighboi-s  wore  far  off, and  Indians  were  to  be 
seen  every  day,  their  largest  camp  lieing  located  un 
the  St.  Joseph  River,  near  the  present  town  of  llu- 
chanau,  Mr.  Farley's  nearest  neighbor  was  Heza- 
kia  Hall,  wliose  farm  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
away.  On  his  farm  Mr.  Farley  remained  until  his 
death  in  1837.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1854. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased  but  our  subject.  Laura  was 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Gard;  Susana  was  the  wife  of 
Martin  Friley;  Rebecca  was  the  wife  of  Ransom 
F'rench;  Daniel  IL,  Ehenezer  and  Amos  A.  came 
next;  Eliza  M.  was  the  wife  of  Cliancy  A.  Hall; 
and  Ikliiuel  is  our  subject.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Ebejiczer  Farley,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  llampsiiire,  and  his  brother  served  in 
the  iicvoUitionary  War. 

Helliuel  Farley  was  only  about  seven  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  came  to  Rcrrlen  County, 
Mich.,  and  as  a  consequence  nearly  all  his  recol- 
lections are  of  this  State.  At  that  time  scliools 
were  scarce,  and  young  Farley's  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited.  He  commenced  for  him- 
self after  the  deatli  of  his  father  and  took  care  of 
his  mother  until  her  death.  Besides  the  eighty 
acres  inherited  from  his  father's  estate,  he  lias 
since  purchased  forty  acres,  making  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  of  which  seventy  acres  are  well 
cultivated.  Mr.  Farley  has  resided  on  this  farm 
since  1833,  a  period  of  sixty  yeai-s,  and  saw  the 
first  stick  of  timber  cut  from  the  place,  as  well  as 
the  last.  Most  of  the  improvements  on  the  place 
have  been  made  by  his  own  hands,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  foremost  agriculturists  of  the  township.  He 
is  a  deservedly  popular  man,  and  is  well  known 
for  his  integrity  and  general  intelligence,  as  welt 
as  (or  his  long  residence  [n  this  county. 
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In  the  year  1853  he  was  raaiTic<l  to  Miss  Sarah 
L.  Thompson,  the  daughter  of  Robert  P.  and  Caro- 
line L.  (Starkweatliei)  Thoiii|)Son,  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1850.  Mr, 
and  Mrs,  Thompson  llrst  seitled  in  Twin  Springs,' 
but  later  removed  to  Herrien  Springs,  wliere  tliey 
remained  for  five  yeare.  From  there  they  went  to 
St.  -Joseph  County,  and  made  their  home  there  un- 
til after  the  war,  when  they  removed  to  tlie  nortli- 
ern  part  of  the  Stite.  Not  satisfied  there,  they 
moved  to  Nebraska,  where  the  father's  death  oe- 
curred  on  the  31st  of  August,  1876.  ITe  was  acci- 
dentally killed  while  driving  over  a  bridge,  which 
gave  way,  throwing  the  horses  and  wagon  upon 
Lim,  He  and  his  wife  wore  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Sarah  L.;  Emerctt  E.,  wife  of  H.  Rich- 
ards, of  St.  Joseph  County;  Maryett,  wife  of  ,lohii 
Landon,  of  St.  Joseph  County;  Pha;ba  J.,  wife  of 
Ambrose  Button,  of  Grand  Ti-avis  County,  Mich.; 
A.  R.  P.,  who  resides  in  Missouri;  Alonzo  L.  P., 
of  Nebraska;  and  one,  who  died  when  small. 

Mr.  Farley's  union  resulted  in  the  Inrth  of  nine 
cliildren,  two  of  wliom  died  when  small.  The  oth- 
ei-9  arc:  Fletcher,  at  home;  Lucy  L.,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Simpson,  of  Berrien  Township;  John  W.,  of 
Nebraska;  I^ui'a  A.,  wife  of  Newton  Spauldiug; 
George  A.,  Levi  A.  and  Mary  K.,  at  home  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Farley  hold  memiierehip  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  contribute  liberally  of 
their  means  to  iU  support  and  to  all  other  worthy 
enterprises.  Mr.  Farley  is  a  very  pronounced 
Prohibitionist,  but  for  manyyeare  voted  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.  [lis  tatlier-iu-law,  Mr.  Thompson, 
was  one  of  the  lii-st  hrick  and  stone  masons  in  the 
county,  and  erected  some  of  tlie  most  substantial 
brick  and  stone  buildings. 


^^  HARLES  J.  BKOWN.  A  glance  at  the  lives 
(ll  n  ^*'  ''^l"'^seiitative  men  whose  names  appear 
^^  in  this  volume  will  reveal  many  sketches  of 
honored  and  influential  citizens  who  have  resided 
many  years  in  the  county,  but  among  them  none 


is  more  worthy  or  deserving  of  mention  than  Mr. 
Brown,  who  is  a  true  type  of  a  successful  farmer. 
Many  of  the  most  active  and  enterprising  residents 
of  Berrien  County  arc  natives  of  the  county,  and 
have  hei-e  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  In 
tliem  we  find  men  of  true  loyalty  to  the  interests 
of  this  partof  the  State,  who  understand,  as  it  were 
by  instinct,  the  needs,  social  and  industrial,  of  this 
vicinity,  and  who  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
its  resources.  They  are,  thei-efore,  better  adapted 
to  succeed  here  than  a  stranger  could  be  and  are, 
probably  without  exception,  warmly  devoted  to 
the  prosperity  of  their  native  place.  Such  a  man 
we  find  in  Mr.  Brown. 

He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  be  now  lives, 
April  12,  J843,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Eliza 
(Michael)  Brown.  The  father  was  a  product  of 
Ohio  soil,  but  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  while 
yet  single.  He  first  settled  in  Summerville.  ran 
an  hotel  several  years,  and  then  bought  a  farm  near 
Berrien  Springs,  where  he  remained  for  some  time. 
He  then  traded  that  for  a  hotel  at  Summerville  and 
Still  later  traded  the  hotel  toward  the  farm  which 
our  subject  now  owns.  During  his  latter  days  he 
devoted  nearly  all  his  time  to  farming.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  county,  having 
moved  to  tlie  farm  where  oursubject  now  lives  in 
the  fall  of  18i;2,  and  was  a  man  universally  re- 
spected. The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  died  in  Berrien  County  about  1884. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  his  parents,  five 
sons  and  four  daughters. seven  are  now  living,  and 
our  subject  was  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was 
reared  and  cductted  in  his  native  county,  but  be- 
ing left  fatherless  at  an  early  age  he  was  obliged 
to  assist  in  supporting  the  family,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence his  educational  advantages  wore  liuiitod. 
He  remained  with  his  mother  until  after  the  age  of 
twentj'-one,  and  in  September,  1882, was  married  to 
Miss  Almeda  Williams,  a  native  of  this  county. 
She  died  September  6,  f891,  leaving  two  children: 
Burt  C.  and  liebecca  May.  .  Her  parents,  William 
H.  and  Tilda  Williams,  were  early  settlers  and  much 
esteemed  citizens  of  this  county.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  but  although  not  a  member  of  any 
cliui-eh.  Mr.    Brown    is    deeply    interested    in   alt 
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worthy  enterprises  and  contributes  liberally  to 
their  support.  He  has  always  resided  wLere  lie 
now  lives,  eight  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph,  and  has 
sixty-eightacresiinderagood state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Brawn  possesses  all  the  thrift  and  industry 
of  his  German  ancestors  and  hia  place  is  a  model 
of  neatness  and  order.  He  enjoys  to  an  unlimited 
extent  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him,  is  an  influential  man  of  the  county,  and  is 
warmly  devoted  to  its  prosperity.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  a  member  of  Ix>dge  No.  373, 1.  O.  0.  F., 
of  Royalton.  Ever  since  casting  his  first  vote, 
which  was  for  Tilden,  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party. 


-^mf^)®^i^m^^ 


,.  HRISTIAN  G.  HAEFNER.  This  part  of 
ne  of  wealth  to 
industrious  and  earnest  farmers 
wlio  have  come  hither  from  the  East  and  foreign 
countries.and  by  dint  of  hard  work  and  enterprise 
have  developed  the  resources  which  nature  has  so 
liberally  provided.  No  lielter  citizens  have  made 
their  home  in  Cass  County  than  those  of  German 
origin,  for  they  have  as  their  inheritance  those 
traits  of  character  and  life  which  have  ever  dis- 
tinguished that  race,  and  which  have  made  them 
prosperous  and  intelligent. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  bom  in  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  December  14,  1831,  and  his 
parents.  Christian  G.  and  Christina  Haefner,  were 
natives  of  the  same  place.  The  promises  held  out 
by  the  rich  farming  lands  of  America  tempted  the 
elder  Mr,  Haefner  to  cross  the  ocean  to  the  United 
States,  and  in  1852  he  took  passage  on  a  vessel  for 
our  shores.  He  brought  his  family  with  him,  but 
his  wife  died  during  the  voyage.  After  landing 
at  New  York  he  went  direct  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  at  tlie  carpenter's  trade  until  his 
death  in  1855.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  them, 
one  died  on  the  ocean  and  two  are  now  living. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 


The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  passed 
in  hia  native  country,  and  he  received  a  good  ed- 
ucation in  the  German  language.  He  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  from  his  father,  and  in  1852 
started  to  the  "land  of  the  free"  with  his  parents. 
He  went  with  his  father  to  Cincinnati,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  there  until  1854,  when  he  took  a  trip  to 
the  Lone  Star  State.  After  working  at  his  tr.ide 
in  Austin  for  two  years,  he  decided  that  the  North 
was  the  place  for  him,  and  returned  to  Cincinnati. 
In  1857  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  soon  after  set- 
tled on  his  farm  in  Volinia  Township.  Tlicre 
were  no  roads,  the  country  was  covered  with  tim- 
ber, and  he  had  to  haul  the  lumlier  to  build  a  house 
through  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  The  tract 
consisted  of  forty  acres,  but  he  has  added  to  this 
from  time  to  time,  until  he  now  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres,  with  ninety  acres  under  cul- 
tivation. In  1887  he  built  a  handsome  residence 
ata  cost  of  $3,000, but  built  it  all  himself  and  has 
it  nicely  finished  in  hard  wood.  The  doors  are  black 
walnut  and  ash,  and  this  house  is  one  of  the  best 
finished  in  the  township.  His  barns,  cribs  and 
outbuildings  are  all  in  first-class  condition  and  are 
an  ornament  to  the  place. 

In  February,  1864,  he  was  filled  with  a  patriotic 
desire  to  assist  his  adopted  country,  and  lie  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try, and  went  with  his  company  to  Chattanooga. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  was 
then  with  General  Slierman  from  Goldsboro, 
N.  C,  to  Washington,  D.  C.  He  took  part  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  the  last-named  place  and  was 
discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  July,  1865.  He 
was  always  on  duty  and  was  a  faithful  and  gallant 
soldier.  Previous  to  the  war,  in  1857,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Harriet  Huff,  a  native  of  Wayne 
Township,  this  county,  born  in  1839,  and  ten 
children  blessed  this  union,  eight  of  whom  are 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haefner  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  has  been 
Treasurer  and  Trustee  in  the  same.  He  has  been 
active  in  educational  matters,  has  been  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  ten  years,  and  has  given  all  his 
children  good  educations.  Socially,  Mr.  Haefner 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  is  Junior 
Deacon  of  the  same.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Buru- 
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side  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Decaluv,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican.  He  lias  been  Townsliip  Treasurer  for 
two  years,  and  is  prominent  in  all  matters  of  mo- 
ment,    tieisaseir -made  man, and  his  I'^liildren  are 

nearly  all  doing  for  themselves. 


I"SAAC  LONG,  a  prominent  citizen  and  pioneer 
settler  of  llertrand  Townsliip,  Berrien  Connty, 
Micii.,  is  one  of  the  loading  general  agricnl- 
turtsts  and  snccessfiil  stock- raisers  of  the  State.  A 
man  of  superior  business  nhility,  he  has  accnmn- 
laled  a  large  property  and  is  one  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  First  National  Hank  at  Niles.  Mr. 
Long  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Pa.,  January  30, 
18*22.  His  father.  Christian  Long,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  State  and  county,  but  later  made  his 
home  in  Lancaster  County.  He  died,  liowever,  in 
his  birthplace  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  The 
palernal  grandfatlier,  David  Long,  w.is  of  im- 
mediate German  descent,  hut  his  i»arents,  early 
emigrating  from  the  Old  Country  to  America,  lo- 
cated in  r^anciister  Connty,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  Anna  (Goble)  Long, 
was  likewise  born  in  Lancaster  County,  of  the 
Quaker  State,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  her  fa- 
tlicr,  John  Goble,  his  parents  being  of  German 
birtli.  The  mother  had  reached  three-score  years 
and  ten  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Christian  Long 
and  his  estimable  wife  were  the  parentsof  eighteen 
eiiildren,  thirteen  of  whom  lived  to  adull  age, 
twelve  sons  and  one  daughter.  Seven  of  the 
brothers  and  sisters  now  survive. 

Isaac  Long  was  the  ninth  child  and  the  ninth 
son  of  his  parents'  large  family.  He  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  and  received  his  education  m  the  dis- 
trict scliool  of  the  neigh boriiood,  remaining  among 
the  associations  of  boyhood  nntil  twenty -six  years 
old.  In  1849he  journeyed  Westward  and  located  in 
Rertrand  Township, Rerrien  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  immediately  received  emploympnt  upon  the 
farm  of  Jacob  Rough,  working  for  $10  per  month. 
He  was  married  within  the  same  year  to  Miss  Susan- 


nah Rough,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Rough. 
and  a  sister  of  George  Rough,  a  well-known  citizen 

of  Berrien  Connty.  Mrs.  Long  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  about  twenty-two  years  of  age 
when  she  accompanied  hep  parents  to  Michigan. 
For  three  years  our  subject  and  hia  estimable  wife 
made  their  home  with  Mr.  Rough,  but  at  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time  Mr.  Long,  who  had  continued 
to  assist  in  the  farming  duties  of  the  Rough 
homestead,  located  on  section  7,  Bertrand  Town- 
ship, where  he  yet  resides.  For  a  number  of  years 
the  Jiusband  and  wife  lived  in  a  linmble  log  cabin, 
but  in  1801  our  subject  built  a  brick  residence 
costing  $2,000,  and  in  1805  erected  a  line  barn  at 
an  expenditure  of  1800.  An  energetic  and  enter- 
prising man,  Mr.  Long  accumulate<I  a  large  prop- 
erty and  owned  an  extensive  acreage,  but  has 
profitably  disposed  of  a  portion  of  his  home  farm, 
which  now  contains  one  hundred  and  iifly  acres, 
al!  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

A  son  devotes  himself  to  the  agricultural  duties 
of  the  old  farm,  and  our  subject,  now  retired  from 
active  labor,  enjoys  a  well-eamed  rest.  Eleven 
children  clustered  in  the  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Long,  five  sons  and  six  daughters.  Mary  is 
deceased.  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Joe  Korn,  of  Indi- 
ana, and  is  the  motlier  of  four  daughters  and  four 
sons.  Klizabeth  is  the  wife  of  L.  Baehman,  and 
had  a  family  of  five  sons, three  nowsurviving;  she 
resides  in  Nile  1  wn  I  i  II  I  ieceased,  the 
mother  of  thi  e  I  1 1  wn  tl  wife  of  John 
Bicel,  a  resident  of  B  I  n  lowiship.  Kate, 
who  resides  w  tl  le  |aen1s  wa  tie  mother  of 
four  children,  on    d       It  d  tl     e  sons,  two  of 

whom  are  deceased,  hcL  chddien  aic  Frank  Huss 
and  Edward  Huss.  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Osmund 
Howe  and  has  one  daughter,  William  H.  married 
IJelle  Ashbrook,  and  is  the  father  of  one  son  and 
one  daughter.  Ira  M.,  unmarried,  is  a  student 
now  attending  the  law  department  of  the  State 
Univei-sity  at  Ann  Arbor.  George  W.  married 
Miss  Mary  Black  and  makes  liis  home  with  his 
family  in  California.  Jacob  J.  is  deceased.  Ed- 
ward married  Miss  Lodemia  Hroscius  and  is  a  citi- 
zen of  Buchanan  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich, 
Financially  prospered  Mr.  Long  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Niles  and  is  one  of 
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the  representative  tneii  of  the  county.  He  anil 
the  various  members  of  his  family  occupy  a  higli 
position  in  the  social  and  business  circles  of  Ber- 
rien County  and  command  universal  esteem.  Our 
subject  and  most  of  his  sons  are  politically  Repub- 
licans. Mr.  Long  was  from  his  earliest  residence 
in  the  township  an  active  factor  in  local  progress 
and  has  been  identified  with  the  promotion  of  the 
best  interests  and  rapid  advancement  of  Berrien 
County  for  more  than  two-score  years. 


!*+*&• 


ilHVYBON  PENNELL.  A  biographical  com- 
jiy^  pen<lium  of  Berrien  -County  would  be  iu- 
.j^g)]||  complete  were  not  mention  made  of  the 
^^^  gentleman  whoso  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  for  lie  is  a  man  of  much  public  spirit;  he 
donates  liberally  to  all  public  enterprises  and  gives 
his  influence  to  every  just  measure  for  the  promo- 
lion  of  the  common  good.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  Slate,  born  in  Locke,  December  29,  1840, 
and  was  but  eight  years  of  age  when  he  came  with 
his  father,  A.  C  Pennell,  to  litis  county.  His  fa- 
ther being  an  agriculturist,  the  scholastic  training 
of  our  subject  was  received  in  the  district  schools 
and  he  divitled  his  time  in  youth  in  attending  the 
same  and  assisting  on  tlie  farm. 

Thus  our  subject  grew  to  sturdy  manhood,  and 
when  he  started  out  to  liegin  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself,  which  was  not  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  he  hired  out  for  one  year  as  a  mill 
and  lumber  hand.  His  father  then  gave  him  forty 
acres  of  land,  principally  timber,  but  our  subject 
did  not  move  onto  this  farm.  In  selecting  a  com- 
panion for  life  he  chose  Miss  Sarah  Shultz,  a  na- 
tive of  Berrien  County,  and  their  nuptials  were 
celebrated  in  1864.  Her  piirents,  John  G,  and 
Elelsie  (Storick)  Shultz,  were  natives  of  the  Key- 
sUme  State,  and  came  to  this  State  at  an  early  day. 
The  father  was  an  agriculturist  and  followed  that 
occupation  all  his  life.  Their  three  children  were 
in  the  order  of  their  birth  as  follows:  Harriet, 
wife  ot  Amos  Painter;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Pennell;  and 
William,   now    residing    in    this    county.       Mis. 


Shultz  died  in  Berrien  County  in  February,  1888, 
and  her  husband  followed  her  to  the  grave  in 
August  of  the  same  year.  They  were  most  worthy 
citizens. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Pennell  resided  with  his 
fatlicr-in-law  for  three  years  and  assisted  him  in 
the  payment  of  a  large  place.  During  his  resi- 
dence there  the  father-in-law  gave  him  and  his 
wife  a  piece  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  all  heavily  limbered,  and  Mr.  Pen- 
nell sold  his  first  place  and  began  improving  his 
new  farm.  He  now  has  eighty-eight  acres  under 
a  good  state  of  cultivation,  has  two  fine  resi- 
dences, and  hia  liarns  and  outbuildings  are  sub- 
stantial and  commodious.  All  his  farming  oper- 
ations are  conducted  in  a  thorough,  wide-awake 
manner,  and  he  is  classed  among  the  leading  far- 
mers of  his  section.  He  has  an  abundance  of 
fruit  of  all  kinds  for  home  consumption,  and  his 
rural  home,  which  is  presided  over  with  much  care 
hy  Mrs.  Pennei!,  is  one  of  the  pleasantesl  in  the 
section.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pennell  have  had  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  have  reared  two  orphan 
children,  Susan  How.-iter  and  Clyde  E.  Pennell, 
both  of  whom  are  now  with  this  estimable  couple. 
Mr.  Pennell  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  Church. 


OEOBGE  OLSEN.  P.issing  through  St.  ,lo- 
:  sepli  Township,  Berrien  County,  the  trav- 
eler notes  with  admiration  a  fine  fruit  farm 
on  section  34.  The  place  comprises  thirty-three 
acres,  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  small  fruits, 
ten  acres  being  planted  to  grapes,  fourteen  acres 
to  blackberries  and  four  acres  to  peaches,  all  of 
which  Mr.  OIsen,the  owner  of  the  farm,  cultivates 
with  success.  Since  lie  located  here  in  1884,  he 
has  introduced  many  improvements  and  effected 
many  valuable  changes,  having  planted  the  major- 
ity of  the  fruit  trees  now  noticeable,  and  having 
also  brought  the  soil  to  a  thorough  state  of  culti- 
vation. The  residence  is  an  elegant  structure, 
commanding  a  fine  view  of  Lake  Michigan  and 
occupying  an  attractive  location  on  the  bluffs. 
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A  Norwegian  by  biftli,  Mv.  Olsen  was  born 
in  tlie  northern  part  ot  that  uountry  on  the 
2Gth  of  February,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Ole 
nn<l  Bertha  (Nelson)  Olsen,  who  emigrated  from 
Norway  to  the  United  States  about  1850,  be- 
ing accompanied  on  their  removal  hither  by  ten 
cliildren.  Locating  in  Milwaukee,  the  father  re- 
mained there  for  a  short  time,  after  whicb  he  went 
to  Michigan  and  settled  at  Muskegon,  making, 
however,  but  a  short  sojouin  at  that  place.  He 
returned  thence  to  Milwaukee,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred shortly  after  liis  return.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  passed  away  very  soon 
after  the  family  came  to  the  United  Stales. 

After  the  deatli  of  liis  father,  our  subject  secured 
employment  in  a  sliingle  shop  at  Milwaukee,  where 
be  engaged  in  packing  shingles  for  about  two 
years.  Afterward  he  filled  a  clerical  position  tor 
two  ycjirs.  lie  then  went  to  the  pineries  of  Wis- 
consin, where  for  two  years  he  ninnufuctured 
shingles  for  other  parties.  Subsequently,  he  wi^ 
employed  in  milling,  and  later  engaged  in  the 
lumber  and  shingle  business  for  a  period  covering 
about  nineteen  years,  his  mill  being  located  in 
Little  Suamico,  Wis.  In  that  village  he  was  mar- 
ried in  December,  1862,  to  Miss  Julia  E.,  the 
daughter  of  Herman  Peters.  Mrs.  Olsen  was  born 
iu  Cayuga  County,  N.  V.,  whence  she  removed  to 
Wisconsin  and  settled  in  Marquette  County;  later 
she  removed  to  Little  Suamico,  where  she  remained 
until  her  mnrriage. 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Olsen  is  a  pronounced 
adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  and  is  a  very  strong  advocate  of  temper- 
ance. He  has  served  for  two  j-ears  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  and  has  occupied 
other  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  and  liis  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  is  olHcialing  as  Steward.  Ear- 
nest and  loyal  in  his  religious  afliliations,  he  contrib- 
utes liber.iUy  to  the  support  of  that  denomination 
and  aids  in  all  its  good  work. 

From  this  brief  review  ot  the  life  of  Mr.  Olsen 
the  thouglitful  reader  may  glean  many  lessons. 
In  his  youth  he  had  very  meagre  educational  ad- 
vantages in  Norway,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
left   an    orphan    without   money    or    freinds,    he 


started  out  to  fight  the  battle  of  "life  unaided. 
From  that  humble  beginning  he  has  gradually 
worked  his  way  upward  and  has  accumulated  a 
fine  property.  Of  more  value,  however,  than  any 
financial  consideration  is  his  position  among  the 
honored  and  trusted  citizens  of  Iterrien  County, 
and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  universally 
held  by  those  who  know  him. 


RANK    STEIMLE  i 


.nother  ot  the  many 


rp^uj'  prominent  citizens  who  claim  America  as 
jk\  their  adopted  country,  for  he  was  born  in 

Baden,  Germany,  October  26,  1837.  Since  the 
year  18S6  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  country, 
and,  being  a  liberal,  generous,  high-minded  gentle- 
man, has  gathered  around  him  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  well-wishers.  lie  possesses  those  qual- 
ities of  industry  and  energy  so  characteristic  ot 
the  native  German,  and  being  public-spirited  and 
strictly  honorable  he  is  with  reason  considered  one 
ot  the  most  substantial  and  responsible  citizens 
of  the  county  in  which  he  now  makes  his  liome. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Sylfain  and  Louisa 
(Spade)  Steimle,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Saxony,  Germany.  In  that  country  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  for  many 
yeai-s  and  was  a  man  of  more  llian  ordinary  intel- 
ligence. Both  were  highly  esteemed  in  the  com- 
munity iu  which  Ihcy  lived,  and  both  were  ex- 
emplary members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which 
they  contributed  liberally  of  their  means.  Their 
son  Frank,  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch,  was  the 
eldest  of  tliree  living  children  born  to  his  parents, 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
country. 

When  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  young  Steimle 
decided  tliat  he  could  better  his  financial  condi- 
tion by  a  residence  in  the  United  States,  and  ac- 
cordingly took  passage  for  America.  After  set- 
ting toot  on  the  soil  of  this  country  he  went  di- 
rect to  Greene  County,  Ohio,  and  was  engaged  in 
farming  near  Dayton  until  1866,  when  he  moved 
t«  Berrien  County,  Mich.     For  many  years  he  has 
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been  engage<]'in  tilling  the  soil  in  this  community, 
and  his  life  of  industry  and  usefulness  and  his 
record  for  integrity  and  true-hearted  faithfulness 
in  all  the  relations  of  life  have  given  him  a  hold 
upon  the  community  which  all  might  well  desire 
to  share. 

Mr.  Steimle  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  lives 
in  1889,  and  his  reputation  as  a  farmer  is  no  less 
than  that  of  a  citizen  and  neighbor.  He  owns 
about  thirty-six  acres  seven  miles  and  a-half  from 
St.  Joseph  and  about  six  miles  from  Benton  Har- 
bor. He  has  a  pleasant  rural  home,  which  is  pre- 
sided over  by  his  intelligent  and  most  worthy 
wife,  formerly  Miss  Emma  Baker,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  1860.  She  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  William  Baker,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  that  country,  but  who  came  to  the  United 
States  at  an  early  date  and  settled  in  Ohio.  The 
following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Steimle:  John;  Ellen,  wife  of  M.  Bargcr; 
Amelia,  wife  of  A.  Grawl;  Mary,  wife  of  Julias 
Fatke;  Louisa,  wife  of  Hammond  Knuth;  Hannah 
and  Sarah.  Mr.  Steimie  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vole  for  Douglas. 


JOHN  N.  ROOT.  Integrit*  intelligence  and 
system  are  characteristics  which  will  ad 
vanee  the  interests  of  anj  min  and  will 
tend  to  the  prosperity  to  which  all  aspire 
Such  are  some  of  the  traits  of  the  gentleniin 
wliose  name  appears  above,  and  whose  residence  is 
on  section  23,  Volinia  Township.  He  is  one  of 
the  prominent  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  the 
county,  and  that  he  has  been  successful  may  be 
inferred  from  a  glance  at  his  present  place.  Mr. 
Root  traces  his  paternal  ancestors  back  to  the  New 
England  States,  and  finds  that  they  came  to  this 
country  as  early  as  1640.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
Washington  County, N.Y.,  born  September  4, 1834, 
and  in  addition  to  a  public-school  education  re- 
ceived in  his  native  county,  he  attended  Platls- 


burg  Academy,  and  Hamilton  College,  from  which 
he  graduat<'ii  in  the  Class  of  '58. 

His  father,  William  Root,  was  a  nativi;  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  December, 
1799,  and  his  grandfather,  William  Root,  Sr.,  was 
a  Colonel  of  militia,  and  he  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg.  William  Root,  Jr.,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Harriet  A.  Smith,  a  native  of  New 
York  City,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Smith, 
who  was  a  sea-captain  and  owned  a  vessel.  His 
cargo  and  vessel  were  captured  by  the  French  in 
the  early  wars.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Root  were  mariicd 
in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her  mother 
had  large  tracts  of  land.  After  residing  in  that 
county  until  1845,  they  moved  to  Ponn  Yan, 
Yates  County,  that  State,  where  Mr.  Root  engaged 
in  milling  and  merchandising.  When  firet  mar- 
ried he  lived  for  eight  years  at  Columbus,  Ga., 
where  he  followed  merchandising.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1880,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the 
grave  a  year  later.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Edward 
E.  resides  in  B'redonia,  Kan,,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming.  The  parents  held  membership  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

After  graduating  from  Hamilton  College,  .lohn 
N.  Root  read  law  in  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y.,  and  also 
taught  school  for  some  time.  In  the  fall  of  l*f60, 
he  came  West  and  settled  on  one  hundred  .and 
thirty-six  acres  of  his  present  land.  He  erected  a 
log  house  in  the  woods  and  lived  alone  In  this  for 
thtee  years,  killing  many  deer,  ducks,  squirrels 
and  piitndges.  lie  cleared  off  one  hundred  and 
ten  icres  and  added  to  the  original  tract  until  he 
was  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  flfty-sis  acres, 
with  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  under  cultivation. 
In  the  month  of  October,  1864,  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  M.  Hamilton,  a  daughter  of  John  Hamil- 
ton, who  resides  at  Niles,  Mich.,  whither  ho  emi- 
grated from  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  sixty 
years  ago.  Mrs.  Root  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  17,  1840,  and  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Nilos.  Six  children  were  born  to 
them:  William  L.,  John  H.,  Sadie,  Hattie  A., 
Charles  Edward  and  Asa  F. 

During  the  Civil  War.  our  subject  was  drafted 
in  the  last  call  and  attached  to  Company  H,  Fif- 
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teentli  Regiment  Michigan  lofanliy.  Fifteenth 
Corps,  Second  Division  and  Third  Brigade,  under 
Gen.  John  A.  Logan.  He  joined  the  regiment  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  and  served  until  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities, lie  was  discharged  at  Detroit  in  Septem- 
lier,  1865,  and  returned  to  Michigan  after  a  short 
visit  to  liis  o!d  home  in  New  York.  Here  he  lias 
resided  ever  since.  Mrs.  Root  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  whioh  she  is  nn  active  worker. 
Tlieir  danghter,  Hattie,  who  was  a  student  at  Niles 
for  four  years,  is  married  and  resides  in  this  coun- 
ty. Tlie  other  daughter,  Sadie,  is  a  student  at  Al- 
bion College  of  Music,  and  is  a  thorough  teacher 
of  music. 

Mr,  Root  is  a  member  of  Delta  Cn|)pa  Upsilon 
Society,  and  in  politics  is  a  decided  Democrat. 
He  has  been  Clerk  of  the  townsiiip,  was  Director 
of  the  School  Board  for  twelve  years,  and  is  at 
present  Administrator  of  Kstates,  having  settled 
three  estates  already. 


ii^  ON.  JAMES  h.  MfKIE.  Tliroughout  Ber- 
Wji)  ricn  County,  and  esiwcially  in  Three  Oaks, 
If^^  where  lie  resides,  this  gentleman  is  well 
(^^  known  and  highly  regarded  as  a  success- 
ful business  m.an  and  sagacious,  enterprising  citi- 
zen. His  general  mercantile  establishment  at 
Three  Oaks  is  equipped  with  a  carefully  selected 
and  large  stock,  embracing  the  finest  imported 
and  American  goods.  In  all  the  departments  of 
the  business,  the  tact  and  judgment  of  the  owner 
and  proprietor  are  displayed,  and  he  carefully 
supervises  the  establishment  so  as  to  secure  the 
most  satisfactory  results. 

A  native  of  Mississippi,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Neshoba  County,  February  10,  1837.  He  is  of  di- 
rect Scotch  and  Knglish  descent.  His  father, 
Thomas,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1810,  and  was 
reared  to  maturity  in  his  native  land,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  Upon  emi- 
grating to  America  in  1833,  he  landed  in  Quebec, 
and  thence  proceeded  direct  to  New  York  State. 
There  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna, 


the  daughter  of  Edward  Lewis,  and' a  native  of 
England,  having  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
about  1833.  Removing  to  the  sunny  South,  Mr. 
McKie  engaged  in  farming  near  Philadelphia, 
Neshoba  County,  Miss.,  but  after  residing  there 
for  a  few  years,  be  removed  to  Bond  County,  11!.. 
in  1844,  and  ten  years  later  came  to  Michigan,  lo- 
cating in  Three  Oaks.  Here  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  his  career  was  terminated  by  his  death 
in  1874.  A  Democrat  politically,  he  was  active 
in  his  support  of  that  party  and  was  a  man  of  in- 
fluence in  every  place  where  he  resided. 

The  five  children  constituting  the  parental  fam- 
ily still  survive,  and  are  as  follows:  Mi-s.  Mary 
E.  liommerscheim,  a  resident  of  Three  Oaks;  Ed- 
ward H.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Mrs. 
Anna  S.  Vincent,  of  Three  Oaks;  Thomas  J.  and 
James  L.  The  last-named  was  about  seven  years 
old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Bond 
County,  111.,  and  ten  years  later  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan, of  which  State  he  has  since  been  a  i-esident. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
and  Smith's  Academy,  in  Bond  County,  I!!.,  and 
has  since  been  broadened  by  systematic  general 
reading  and  self-culture.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  enlered  the  mercantile  establishment  owned  by 
Henry  Chamberlain,  of  Three  Oaks,  with  whom  he 
i-emained  about  ten  years.  Subsequently,  under 
tiie  ftrni  title  of  McKie  &  Warren,  he  formed  a 
business  connection  with  E.  K.  Warren,  continuing 
in  this  partnei-ship  from  1868  until  1877.  From 
that  year  until  1885  he  was  in  business  alone,  after 
which  be  formed  a  partnership  wttii  E.  II.  Vincent,  > 
the  title  of  the  firm  becoming  McKic  &  Vincent; 
the  establishment  is  still  conducted  under  this 
name,  although  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  died 
in  January,  1893. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  McKic  occurred  on  the 
30th  of  September,  1862,  and  united  him  with 
Miss  Maria  H,,  a  daughter  of  Horace  Block,  of 
Buchanan,  Mich.,  a  prominent  manufacturer  of, 
and  dealer  in,  furniture  at  that  place.  Three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  union :  Jennie  B.,  Addie  and 
Helen,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  In  his  political 
belief,  Mr.  McKie  is  u  Democrat  and  has  filled 
many  positions  of  trust,  including  those  of  Town- 
ship Clerk,  Township  Ti-easurer,  Supervisor  of  the 
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towDHhip,  aud  President  of  the  village.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  tlie  Common  Couneil  and  the  Board 
of  Education, 

In  1884,  Mr.  McKie  was  elected  to  represent  the 
Second  District  of  Berrien  County  in  tlie  State 
Legislature,  and  bis  services  in  behalf  of  his  con- 
stituents were  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  re-elected 
two  years  later.  In  1888  he  received  the  nomina- 
tion on  the  Democrat  ticket  for  State  Senator  and 
made  a  strong  run,  receiving  two  hundred  votes 
ahead  of  his  ticket  on  the  county.  He  has  fre- 
quently served  as  delegate  to  county  and  State 
conventions,  and  in  every  position  has  represented 
his  fellow-citizens  with  energy,  fidelity  and  dis- 
cretion. At  tlie  present  time  he  is  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  Fourth  Congressional  Democratic 
Committee. 

Not  only  does  Mr.  McKie  possess  an  intensely 
patj'iotic  nature,  but  his  religious  impulses  are 
also  fervent  and  unwavering.  He  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  at 
present  one  of  the  Trustees.  The  various  meas- 
ures originated  on  behalf  of  the  city  and  the  citi- 
zens have  his  hearty  and  sympathetic  co-operation, 
and  he  has  contributed  effectively  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  community.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  business  men  of  Three  Oaks,  and  his 
store,  which  was  erected  in  1887,  contains  a  com- 
plete assortment  of  goods.  In  the  conduct  of  his 
business  he  exercises  excellent  judgment  and 
sound  common-sense,  and  has  built  up  an  exten- 
sive and  profitable  trade  with  the  people  of  this 
vicinity. 


',|t-.  UGH  P.  GARRKTT.  One  of  the  most 
jrjl  highly-cultivated  farms  in  Cass  County  is 
vk^^  located  on  section  3 1 ,  La  Grange  Township, 
^p  and  is  the  property  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  A  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
he  was  born  October  26, 1830,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Rosa  (Petticrew)  Garrett.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Joseph  Garrett,  was  born  in 
Belfast,  Ireland, and  was  there  reared  to  manhood. 


having  few  advantages,  as  his  parents  were  in 
humble  circumstances.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  held  a  warranty  deed  for  ten  acres  of 
land  in  Ireland.  Unto  him  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ellen  Orr.  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, who  were  reared  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood in  the  Kmerald  Isle. 

The  eldest  son  in  the  family,  Hugh,  was  a  sliip- 
builder  by  trade,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  before  the  other  members  of  the  family 
sought  a  home  in  this  country,  John  Garrett 
crossed  the  Atlantic  about  1818,  and  two  elder 
bi-others,  William  and  Daniel,  came  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  1840.  A  sister  by  the  name  of 
Mary  Ellison  cmigmted  to  America  in  1833.  After 
landing  on  the  shores  of  our  country,  John  Gar- 
rett went  to  Cincinnati,  walking  the  entire  dis- 
tance to  that  city  from  Pliiljidetphia.  His  voyage 
hither  h.id  been  a  tedious  one,  occupying  three 
months,  during  which  time  the  vessel  ctune  in 
contact  with  an  icetierg,  and  for  many  days  all  on 
board  despaired  of  being  saved. 

After  reaching  Ohio,  John  Garrett  there  learned 
the  trade  of  a  cooper.  He  was  married  in  1821)  to 
Miss  Rosa, daughter  of  James  and  Ann  (Campbell) 
Petticrew,  natives  respectively  of  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Garrett  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ohio,  in  1808,  and  was  of  Irish 
and  Dutch  descent.  John  Petticrew,  an  uncle, 
served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  located  in  Cass 
County  as  early  as  1830,  near  where  our  subject 
now  lives.  Here  he  built  a  sawmill,  whicli  was 
the  first  one  erected  in  Jefferson  Townsliip.  The 
machinery  for  this  mill  was  brought  from  Ohio  by 

After  establishing  a  home  of  his  own,  James 
Petticrew  went  t*)  work  industriously  to  gain  a 
livelihood  for  the  family.  Upon  one  occasion, 
when  he  had  gone  thirty  miles  to  the  mill  at  Cin- 
cinnati, the  Indians  came  into  the  house  and  took 
everything  they  wished  to  eat,  although,  fortu- 
nately, they  did  not  assault  the  inmates.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  owned  forty  acres  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  to  which  Mr.  Garrett  added  one 
hundred  acres.  In  1848  he  sold  the  property  and 
c;ime  to  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  and  remained  until  his  death, 
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ill  Fehfuacy,  18fi2.  The  widow  survived  him  a 
miriilier  of  years,  and  dep.ifted  Uiia  life  in   1878. 

The  pareiilfll  family  consisted  of  ten  cliildi-en, 
(IS  fiillowa:  Hugh  P.,  of  this  sitetuh;  Kllcn,  Mrs. 
.Incoh  llnin,  deueascd;  Ann,  Mrs,  John  Kennedy; 
Margaret  and  Catliorme  (twins),  the  former  being 
the  widow  of  ,lohn  ISarrett,  and  the  latter  tieing 
deceased;  Jane,  deceased;  Agnes,  the  wife  of  James 
Ijiraway;  Mary,  who  married  Gilbert  Guld;  Wil- 
liam and  David.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a 
Whig  ill  his  yonlh,and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Democratic  party  joined  its  ranks  and  after- 
ward stea<lfastly  adhered  to  its  pliitform. 

The  biographer  finds  little  of  unusual  interest 
to  record  concerning  tlie  boyhood  of  our  subject. 
After  completing  his  studies  in  the  common 
scliools,  he  secured  employment  in  a  commission 
house  at  Ix»ckington,  Ohio,  and  afterward  workt-d 
by  the  month  on  a  farm.  In  1848,  in  company 
with  his  parents,  he  came  to  Micliigan,  and  has 
since  followed  farming  pui-suils  in  Cass  County. 
His  present  farm  he  purchased  in  1865,  at  which 
time  only  forty -sis:  acres  had  been  placed  under 
improvement.  Now,  througli  his  arduous  exer- 
tions, sevenly-flve  of  tlie  one  hundred  acres  com- 
(trising  the  estate  have  been  placed  under  excel- 
lent cultivation. 

The  fii-st  marriage  of  Mr.  Garrett  occurred  in 
Michigan  in  1854,  and  united  bim  with  Miss  Kliz- 
ahelh  White.  After  the  decease  of  this  lady,  Mr. 
Gariett  married  Mi-s.  Julia  Garrett,  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Catherine  Dunn,  jtee  Garrett.  She 
hnd  two  children  by  her  first  husband,  William  H. 
and  Emma  J.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Franklin 
County,  Ind.,  and  became  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren by  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Garrett,  viz.:  John  S., 
who  resides  in  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.;  and 
David  E.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Nebraska.  Mi's. 
Julia  Garrett  died  in  1874,  and  sul»sequently  our 
subject  married  Mr^.  PhcbeStruble,  the  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  1  J.  Crawford.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  bless  this  union,  Charles  W,,  Ralph  F.  and 
Rosa  A.  Mrs,  Garrett  had  a  daughter  by  her  first 
marriage,  Viola  F.  A  man  of  enterprise  and  push, 
Mr.  Garrett  is  interested  in  matters  of  public  im- 
portance, as  well  as  in  bis  own  pereonal  business 
affairs.     His  first  Presidential  ballot  was  cast  for 


Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  and  since  the  nomination  of 
J.  C.  Fremont  for  President  he  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  affiliations.  An  active  worker 
in  the  party  of  his  choice,  he  has  served  as  dele- 
gate to  township  and  congressional  conventions, 
and  has  attended  national  conventions,  and  in- 
variably represented  the  people  of  this  section 
with  ability  and  good  judgment. 


-«#®- 


\Tr^lCHARO  BUTLER,  senior  member  of  the 
lim'^  well-known  and  iulluential  firm  of  Butler 
ili\\\       &  Burrus,  manufacturovs  of  hard  and  soft 

^^  wood  lumber,  lath  and  pickets,  is  univer- 
sally conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
business  men  of  Galien,  and,  indeed,  throughout 
Berrien  County.  He  is  of  direct  English  descent, 
his  father,  Richard,  having  been  born  iuEngland, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  America  in  1 827,  and  made 
settlement  in  Lockport,  N.  Y,  An  industrious 
man,possessing  great  energy  and  foreeof  character, 
he  was  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  that 
section  of  the  State,  where  be  remained  until  his 
death,  devoting  his  attention  to  his  trade  of 
carpenter. 

liorn  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  July  13,  1847,  our  sub- 
ject was  a  mere  lad  when  he  was  orphaned  by  the 
death  of  his  mother,  an  estimable  woman.  The 
family  consisted  of  seven  children,  but  of  these 
two  alone  survive,  Richard  and  Nettie,  the  latter 
being  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Smith,  foreman  of  the 
Union  Steamboat  Company  of  Chicago.  The  only 
surviving  son  was  reared  in  Lockport,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  turner,  after  having  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  a  common-school  educa- 
tion. In  1867  he  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he 
located  at  New  Buffalo,  and  secured  employment 
as  a  turner  in  a  furniture  factory.  One  year  later 
he  came  to  Galien,  and  for  the  ten  ensuing  years 
was  employed  at  the  turner's  trade,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  the  machine  repairing  business  for  eight 
ycai's.  He  also  filled  the  position  of  assistant  fore^ 
man  in  the  R.  W.  Montross  factory  for  two  years. 

On  the   26th   of  September,  181)0,  the   present 


Hosted  by 


Google 


652 


PORTRAIT  AMD  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


Him  of  Butlci'  &  Ihirms  was  esUblislied,  and  the 
connection  then  formed  slill  continues,  Uw  imai- 
ness  liaving  been  conducted  iti  such  a  manner  as  to 
secure  tlie  appvobation  of  the  people  and  tlie  con- 
lidencc  of  the  trade.  The  sawmill  hsis  a  capacity 
of  about  ten  tJiousand  feet  of  himbfer  per  day,  and 
shipments  are  made  to  South  ISend,  Ind.,  and  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  Mich.  Tlie  firm  also  engages  in  the 
manufacture  of  lath  and  pickets,  for  which  they 
find  a  readysale.  They  have  biiiltvip  a  large  trade 
in  Galien  and  the  surrounding  country,  and  are 
well  known  as  business  men  of  keeu  sagacit}'  and 
excellent  judgment. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Butler  occurred  at  Galien 
May  13,  1874,  and  united  liirn  with  Miss  Sai-ah, 
daughter  of  Luther  Green,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Galien  Township,  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Orville,  a  promising  yon th,  who  is  now  a 
student  in  the  Galien  High  School.  The  family 
residence  is  the  abode  of  hospitality,  where  the 
friends  of  the  family  are  accustomed  to  meet  and 
pass  many  a  pleasant  hour.  In  addition  to  this 
i-esiden(«,  Mr.  Butler  is  the  owner  of  three  fine 
building  lots  and  other  valuable  property.  Firm 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  t>arty,  Mr. 
Butler  has  Iwen  elected  ou  that  ticket  to  numerous 
local  offices  of  trust.  For  three  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Village  Board,  for  one  year  he 
served  as  Assessor,  and  he  has  also  been  School 
Trustee,  filling  these  several  positions  with  credit 
to  hiniiself  and  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 


^^    GORDON  HUNTLY  was  born  in  Howard 

III  (— -  Township,  Cass  County,  where  he  now  re- 
%3S'  sides,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1850,  His  fa- 
ther, Ephraim  Huntly,  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  being  the  son  of  Raynor  Huntly, 
and  a  descendant  of  Scotch- Irish -English  ancestry. 
From  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was  reared  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y,,  where  he  entered  upon  his  life 
vocation  of  farming.     In  Eric  County  he  married 


Miss  Eliza  Boss,  and  shortly  afterward,  accom- 
l^anied  by  his  wife,  he  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
in  1834,  uitermg  from  the  Government  the  laud 
where  our  subject  now  resides-  He  placed  upon 
the  land  many  valuable  improvements  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  here  until  called  hence 
by  death,  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  eiglity-four  years. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  1856. 

The  following  is  noted  by  the  biographer  con- 
cerniug  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject:^ 
Harriet  H.  was  born  in  Hamburgh,  Eric  County, 
N.  Y.,May  21,  1828,  and  married  Seneca  H.  Abbott, 
of  California;  Benjamin  F.,  who  was  born  in  Ham- 
burgh September  7, 1829, died  in  Sacramento,  Cal,; 
James  J.,  also  a  native  of  Hamburgh  and  born 
June  25,  1831,  died  m  Iowa  in  1883;  Joseph  U., 
born  in  Hamburgh  October  16,  1833,  resides  in 
Howard  Township,  Cass  County;  Mary  A.,  who 
was  born  in  Howard  Township  June  20,  1836, 
still  resides  here;  Phebe  L.,  who  was  born  in  this 
townsliip  December  8,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  Henr}' 
Mellinger,  of  Arkansas;  Ellen  E.,  born  in  Howard 
Township  April  12,  1840,  is  engaged  as  a  milliner 
in  South  Dakota;  Charles  VV,,  who  was  born  here 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1843,  resides  in  South 
Dakota;  Emma  M,,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the 
old  homestead  June  10,  1847,  is  the  wife  of  Mar- 
shall Richardson,  of  Nebraska. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  of  Howard  Township,  with  the  history 
of  which  he  was  for  many  years  closely  identified. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  held  many  im- 
portant otBcial  positions  in  the  township  and 
county.  For  many  years  he  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Notary  Public,  and  held  other  positions 
of  trust.  He  aided  in  the  survey  of  the  roads  in 
the  township  and  did  other  pioneer  work.  A  life- 
long Mason,  he  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No,  4.  He  maintained  an 
unceasing  interest  in  educational  matters  and  was 
quite  prominent  in  the  school  work  in  his  district, 
aiding  in  the  organization  of  District  No.  1  in 
Howard  Township. 

Tlie  youngest  child  in  the  parental  family  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  In  his  childhood  he  at- 
tended the  district  schools  and  the  select  school 
taught  by  Miss  Mary  Brown,  of   Niles  Township, 
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SeptPTiihei- 23,  1879,  he  iiianied  Miss  Annie,  the 
eldestdiild  of  J.  W.  and  Calliaiine  M.  (Willard) 
Kec'sc.  Stie  was  born  in  Howard  Township  on  the 
21st  of  May,  1850,  and  aUendod  the  schools  of 
Nilcs,  being  :i  pupil  in  tlio  school  which  Mr.  Huntlj' 
attended.  Since  liis  marriage  our  subject  lias  re- 
mained on  the  old  family  homestead,  where  he  has 
one  hundred  and  ton  acres  of  line  land,  as  fertile 
as  any  in  the  county.  lie  and  his  wife  have  be- 
come the  [larents  of  four  children:  Eugene  R., 
who  was  born  in  1880;  Winifred  W.,  born  in  1883; 
M.  Ix)uisn,  in  1885;  iind  Claience  G.,  in  1887. 

Politically  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Iluntly  has  filled 
various  official  positions,  lie  was  School  Inspector, 
afterward  Township  Clerk  for  two  years,  Ti-ea:iurer 
for  two  years,  and  Supervisor  for,  seven  years.  He 
has  also  served  as  School  Director.  Socially,  he  is 
ft  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, being  identified  with  lierrien  County  Lodge 
No.  6,  at  Niles;  he  also  affiliates  with  Anchor 
Lodge  No.  i-2,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  at  Niles;  Niies  Tent 
No.  'JSl,  K.  O.  T.  M.;  Union  Tent  No.  I,  at  Niles. 
As  a  fiirmer  and  stock-raiser,  he  is  energetic  and 
enterprisiug,  and  displays  in  all  his  dealings  the 
possession  of  sonnd  common  sense  and  strict  pro- 
bity. 


"',  RA    K.  STEMM.     Mr.  Stemm  is  an  experienced 

)  farmer  and  fruit-raiser  of  Oronoko  Township, 
[  lierrien  County,  Mich.,  the  great  natural  re- 
sources of  which  region  have  been  developed  by 
the  practical  and  intelligent  toil  of  such  men  as 
Mr.  Stemm,  who  is  recognized  as  a  man  full  of  spirit 
and  business  enterprise.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  born  in  1846,  and  is  the  son  of 
Adam  K.  and  Elizabeth  (Reiber)  Stemm,  Pennsyl- 
vania Germans, 

The  Stemm  fam[l><is  an  old  and  prominent  one 
of  Pennsylvinia  the  fiist  meuibeis  having  settled 
in  that  Slate  at  i  ptiiod  antedating  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  Reiber  familj  came  oiiginally  from 
Germany,  tlie  giandfithei  of  oui  subject  having 
emigrated  to  this  countij  when  but  a  lad.  The 
menilieis  of  botli  families  were  people  of  consider- 


able importance  in  the  counties  in  which  they  re- 
sided; uprightness  and  honesty  marked  their  ca- 
reer, and  tliey  had  the  unbounded  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  they  came  in  contact.  Adam  K. 
Stemm  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  till  his 
life,  and  left  his  native  State  for  Michigan  in  1868. 
He  settled  in  ISerrien  County,  and  here  he  and 
his  most  estimable  wife  reside  at  the  present  time. 
lie  is  in  hia  seventieth  and  his  wife  in  her  sixty- 
seventh  year,  and  both  hold  membership  in  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  Tlieir  children, 
five  in  number,  named  in  the  order  of  their  births, 
are  as  follows:  I,  R,;  Marj'  E.,  wife  of  John  II. 
Stover,  of  Berrien  County;  Sarah  M.,  wife  of 
Henry  J.  Moyer,  also  of  this  county;  William,  of 
Berrien  Springs;  and  Regina,  wife  of  George 
Fogle. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  i-eceived  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  and  higher  scliools  of  his 
native  county  in  Pennsylvania,  and  continued 
in  tlie  same  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  For 
some  time  after  this  he  taught  school  and  then 
entered  a  dry-goods  store  as  clerk,  where  he  re- 
mained for  some  time.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he 
remained  on  the  same  until  his  parents  removed 
to  Michigan,  when  he  came  with  them  and  engaged 
as  a  house  carpenter,  following  tliis  for  some  time. 
In  1873  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  forty 
acres,  partially  improved,  with  a  shell  of  a  house 
and  twenty  acres  cleared.  For  this  land  lie  paid 
150  per  acre  and  he  now  has  it  all  cleared  and 
under  cultivation.  His  buildings  are  all  first-class 
and  are  ornaments  to  the  place. 

In  1889  he  purchased  still  more  land,  thirty-five 
acres,  with  ten  acres  cleared,  and  for  this  paid  150 
per  acre.  He  has  lovely  residences  on  both  places 
and  is  prosperous  and  happy.  He  possesses  the 
integrity  of  character  and  honesty  of  purpose  for 
which  the  stock  from  which  he  sprang  has  been 
noted,  and  may  well  take  an  honest  pride  in  his 
sterling  ancestors.  He  has  filled  quite  a  number 
of  important  township  offices  since  1885,  being 
Highway  Commissioner  for  five  years,  on  the 
Board  of  Review  for  two  years.  Township  Treas- 
urer in  1892, and  in  1893  he  was  elected  Township 
Supervisor.  Like  many  young  men  commenc- 
ing life  in  a  new  country,  Mr.  Stemm   liad  but 
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little  means  to  start  with,  but  he  persevered  and  is 
now  not  only  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
township,  but  is  weli  liked  by  all,  having  gained 
by  his  genei-osity,  hospitality  and  kindness  a  liost 
of  warm  friends. 

Mr.  Stcmni  was  married  in  1873  to  a  most  esti- 
mable lady,  Miss  Mary  M,  Feather,  of  this  connty, 
and  daughter  of  Daniel  T.  and  Caroline  (Beohtel) 
Feather,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  Ger- 
man parentage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feather  were  among 
tlie  original  settlers  of  Berrien  County  and  tliey 
were  most  worthy  eitizcns.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stcmm  were  bom  two  children:  Albert  and  Dora 
v.,  both  at  home.  On  his  farm  Mr.  Steram  raises 
strawberries,  raapberries,  blackberries  and  grapes, 
and  has  about  seven  acres  devoted  to  them.  He 
also  raises  apples  and  peaches,  having  all  the  lead- 
ing varieties,  and  lias  three  acres  in  the  orchard. 
He  and  Mrs,  Stcmm  are  membera  of  the  Fvangelical 
Lutbei-an  Church  and  contribute  lilserally  to  its 
support. 


[j  OKL  J.  NASH,  The  vocation  of  the  pliar- 
!  macist  is  unquestionably  a  highly  import- 
^=oJj  ant  one  in  any  and  every  community,  for 
l^gf'  upon  his  care  and  skill,  almo'st  as  much  as 
upon  that  displayed  by  the  medical  profession, 
oftimes  depends  the  physical  welfare,  nay.  the  life 
or  death,  of  the  sick  and  ailing.  Among  the  fav- 
orably-known druggists  of  this  section  may  be 
mentioned  the  name  of  Joel  J.  Nash,  whose  ele- 
gant and  attractive  store  is  one  of  the  principal 
features  of  Marcellus,  He  is  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Goodrich  &  Nash,  which  carries  a  full 
line  of  drugs,  books,  stationery,  paints,  oils,  etc., 
and  is  one  of  the  pushing,  energetic  young  busi- 
ness men  of  the  town.  The  stock  of  goods  in- 
cludes everything  usually  needed  in  the  trade, 
consisting  of  pharmaceutical  preparations,  patent 
meilicines,  physicians'  supplies,  fine  perfumery 
and  such  fancy  articles  as  are  usually  found  in  a 
fii'st-class  pharmacy,  A  fine  assortment  of  books 
la  also  kept  in  the  btore. 


Mr.  Nash  was  born  in  Galesburg,  Kalamazoo 
County,  Micb,,  February  13,  1857,  to  which  Slate 
his  father,  A.  J.  Nash,  emigrated  from  New  York 
Stale.  The  latter  settled  in  Galesburg  with  his 
parents  when  eighteen  years  of  age  and  followed 
the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker,  lie  was  married  to 
Miss  Julia  Wheaton,  daughter  of  Joel  Wheaton, 
who  was  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  County,  Micli., 
and  a  prominent  farmer  of  that  county.  To  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Nasb  were  born  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living.  One  son,  A,  D.  Nash,  runs  a 
barber  shop  in  this  town;  Ernest  Nash  is  foreman 
in  the  Qazette.  i>fHce  at  Kalamazoo;  A.  O,  Nash  is  a 
farmer  and  lumberman  in  Kalkaska  County;  and 
Bertha  is  at  home.  The  one  deceased,  Ada,  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  in  sympatliy  with  the  Democi-atic 
party  and  took  an  active  interest  in  its  welfare. 

Our  subject  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  his  father  removed  to  Volinia  Township, 
this  county,  and  he  remained  in  that  township  un- 
til 1879,  when  he  moved  to  Marcellus  Township. 
In  1885  he  moved  to  the  town  of  Marcellus  and 
subsequently  bought  an  interest  in  the  drug  store 
now  conducted  by  himself  and  partner,  and  has 
continued  this  up  to  the  present.  In  February, 
1887,  Mr.  Nash  was  married  to  Mrs,  Phe  lira  Good- 
speed,  daughter  of  Jonathan  NichoLs,  who  was  an 
old  settler  of  the  county.  Politically,  Mr.  Nash  is 
a  Republican  and  a  strong  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  that  party.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1889,  and  lias  held  that  office 
ever  since,  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
that  position  iu  a  very  creditable  and  salisfactoi'y 
manner.  He  has  been  on  the  Village  Council 
for  two  years,  and  several  times  has  been  Presi- 
dent pro  tern. 

Socially,  he  i»  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons  and  was  Secretary  of  Lodge  No. 
291  at  this  place  for  Ihree  years,  and  Junior  War- 
den for  one  year.  He  takcS'a  great  deal  of  inter- 
est in  the  lodge  and  is  one  of  its  most  worthy 
members.  In  addition  to  his  business  he  carries  on 
a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  has  it 
well  cultivated  and  improved,  and  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  Good  build- 
ings are  on  this  farm,  and  everything  about  the 
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place  indiuates  tbnt  a  thovougli  haad  is  at  the 
helm.  Our  siiliject  has  a  very  line  residence  on 
West  Main  StreetN  He  and  bis  partner  are  agents 
fortlie  National  Express  Company  and  also  agents 
for  tiie  Tebphone  Exchange. 

Mr.  Nash  and  his  partner  were  Deputy  County 
Treasurei-s  for  six  years  and  filled  tJiat  position  in 
an  able  and  very  satisfacloiy  manner.  He  and 
Ills  partner  carry  the  largest  stoclf  of  druffs,  booits, 
stationery,  etc.,  of  any  house  in  the  town  and  are 
doing  a  flourishing  business.  Tliey  own  tlieir  own 
building,  and  have  one  of  the  best  arranged  post- 
ottices  in  the  State.  Wide-awake  and  enterprising, 
they  cannot  fail  to  make  a  success  of  all  tlieir  un- 
deiUkings. 


§1I0MAS  PAYNE  a  practical  and  extensive 
general  agriculturist  and  successful  stock- 
raiser,  well  located  in  Weesaw  Township, 
Ilerrien  County,  handles  upon  his  large  acreage 
a  superior  grade  of  cattie  and  also  raises  choice 
varieties  of  liorees  and  hogs.  For  over  thirty-five 
years  a  constant  resident  of  his  present  locality, 
Mr.  Payne  has  been  intimately  associated  with 
the  march  of  improvement,  which  has  distinguished 
the  history  of  Berrien  County  from  its  earliest 
settlement.  He  is  by  birth  an  Englishman  and  was 
born  in  Ivanhoe  December  17,  1833. 

The  liarents  of  our  subject,  Jobn  and  Fannie 
(Ealing)  Payne,  were  the  descendants  of  a  long 
line  of  sturdy  Engiisb  ancestry,  and  were  reared 
and  educated  in  tlieir  native  land.  Their  union 
was  blessed  by  a  family  of  twelve  children.  De- 
siring to  see  their  sons  and  daughters  worthily 
lilted  to  occupy  iiositions  of  usefulness  and  influ- 
ence, the  |»arents  resolved  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  broader  opportunities  offered  in  the  United 
States  and  with  the  younger  members  of  their 
family  embarked  for  America  in  1856,  and,  safely 
arriving  in  the  land  of  promise,  joined  the  son 
who  had  already  preceded  them  to  a  new  home  in 
his  adopted  country. 

Of  the  parental  family,  but  two  representatives 
32 


now  survive,  Joseph,  and  Thomas,  onr  subject. 
The  ]>arents  made  their  home  in  Iterrlen  County, 
where  the  devoted  mother  passed  away  in  i8fi4. 
The  father  survived  his  wife  eight  years,  and  died 
in  1872  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him.  A  man 
of  upright  character,  earnest  and  industrious,  his 
days  had  i)een  spent  in  a  round  of  energetic  toil, 
leaving  him  but  little  time  for  rest  or  recreation. 
He  was  a  sincere  friend,  a  kind  neighbor  and  a 
true  and  law-abiding  citizen. 

Our  subject  attended  the  free  schools  in  Eng- 
land but  his  opportunities  for  study  were  limited 
and  he  is  in  the  main  a  self-educated  man,  having 
through  habits  of  close  observation  and  reading 
added  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  gained  in  early 
youth.  He  came  to  America  two  years  before  his 
parents  emigrated  hither,  and  reaching  Michigan 
in  1854,  settled  in  Berrien  County,  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land.  Arriving  here  without  any  capital 
other  than  his  youth,  health  and  determination  to 
succeed,  he  set  himself  energetically  to  work  and 
with  frugal  management  carefully  laid  aside  a 
small  sum  which  he  invested  May  26,  1857,  in 
eighty  awes  of  heavily  timbered  land.  With  this 
beginning  as  a  nucleus  tor  furllier  effort  Mr.  Payne 
has  self-reliantly  won  his  upward  way  to  a  com- 
pelcnceand  now  owns  five  hundred  acres  of  excel- 
lent land,  much  of  which  is  under  cultivation  and 
finely  improved. 

Our  subject  aside  from  the  annual  harvest  of 
golden  grain  has  upon  his  farm  large  herds  of 
cattle  fatted  for  market,  and  is  at  present  feeding 
over  one  hundred  head.  In  185'J,  Thomas  Payne 
and  Miss  Lydia  Payne  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  estimable  wife  bore  her  husband  eight  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom,  Edward,  Martha  and  James 
survive.     The  mother  of  these  children  died    in 

1886.  Our  subject  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Zimmah  Turner,  a  native  of  the  British  Isles.  The 
marriage  was  celebrated  in   England   October  12, 

1887.  Two  children  have  been  born  unto  this 
union,  a  httle  son  and  daughter,  Thomas  and  May 
Belle. 

Mr.  Payne  is  not  an  active  politician,  but  takes 
an  intelligent  interest  in  all  matters  of  local  and 
national  importance,  and  cast  his  first  Piesidcntial 
vote   for  Abraham   Lincoln,     In   all   local   entcr- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    RECORD. 


prises  of  worth  Mr.  Pajne  lends  a  belping  hand 
and  is  s,  true  and  loyal  citizen,  worthy  of  the  liigh 
regard  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  entire  commu- 
nity among  whom  he  has  now  passed  almost  two- 


i^Bl-^-t^ii 


^X  NSON  F.  HITHER,  Su|)eiintendent  of  the 
^  I     '^'''^*'  Paper  Company,  was  born  in  Albany, 

ijfs,  N.  Y.,  on  the  13tli  of  February,  1846,  hv- 
^J  ing  the  son  of  John  and  Frances  (Spath) 

Bilher.  His  fatlier  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver 
in  iiis  native  country,  Germany,  wlienee  he  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1830,  locating  in  Albany 
and  there  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  for 
twenty-five  yeai-9.  He  is  still  living  and  makes 
his  liotue  on  a  farm  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.; 
bis  wife  died  in  1870. 

Tlie  parental  family  consisted  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  still  survive,  Anson  F.  being  the 
eldest.  Two  of  tlie  brothers  reside  in  Muskegon, 
Micti.,  one  beiug  a  merchant  and  the  other  the 
American  Express  Agent  in  that  city.  Another 
brother  is  a  farmer  in  New  York  State,  The  boy- 
hood days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in  Albany 
and  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  where  be  attended  school  for 
a  sliort  time.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  be- 
came an  employe  in  a  paper-mill  in  New  York, 
where  he  remained  until  reaching  his  twentieth 
year.  Then  going  West  to  Wisconsin,  he  located 
at  Beloit  and  built  the  Be  loit  Straw  board  Company  s 
works,  remaining  for  two  years  in  the  employ  of 
the  Rock  River  Paper  Company,  of  that  place, 
they  l»eing  connected  with  Uie  above  company 
Later  he  worked  for  the  same  company  in  Mir 
shall,  Midi.,  and  for  six  yeai-s  conducted  an  exten 
sive  business  in  tbe  manufacture  and  sale  of  roof- 
ing, carpet-lining  and  building  paper. 

For  two  yeare  Mr.  Bither  was  in  Ypsilanti,  where 
lie  was  an  em|>Ioye  of  the  Michigan  Paper  Com- 
pany, engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  manila  fia- 
per.  In  1878  he  came  to  Niles  to  take  the  Super- 
intendency  of  the  Niles  Paper  Mill  Company, 
whicb  he  still   holds.     Through   his  carefuUy-di- 


rected  efforts  tlie  business  of  the  company  has  been 
largely  increased,  better  facilities  for  conducting 
the  work  have  been  secured,  and  the  entire  man- 
agement placed  under  perfect  system.  While  liis 
business  duties  require  his  silmosl  undivided  atten- 
tion, Mr.  Bither  maintains  an  intelligent  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  gives  liis  support  to  all  enter- 
prises originated  on  behalf  of  the  community  in 
general.  He  has  served  as  President  of  tlie  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association.  Socially,  he  is  identi- 
Iled  with  Berrien  County  Lodge  No.  6, 1.  0.  O.  F., 
Encampment  No.3,at  Niles,  and  the  Select  Knights. 
In  18)iy  Mr.  Bilher  married  Miss  Rachel  Man- 
gold, of  Chicago,  the  daughter  of  George  H.  Man- 
gold. They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Fred 
n.  and  liernice  M.,  the  former  being  Su|K)rinten- 
dent  of  the  Allegan  Paper  Mills,  hi  politics  a 
Republican,  Mr.  Bilher  has  been  elocl«d  on  the 
ticket  of  that  party  to  numerous  i>ositions  of  re- 
sponsibility. For  two  years  he  served  as  Alder- 
man, represonling  the  Third  Ward  in  tbe  City 
Council,  and  his  service  in  that  position  was  emi- 
nently satisfactory  to  his  constituents.  As  the  re- 
sult of  good  judgment  in  business  investments,  he 
has  accumulated  a  competency  and  owns  three 
handsome  residences  in  the  cily  of  Kiles,  besides 
other  valuable  proi>erty. 


'Ir^LRRl  i\  WIMER.  Among  the  residents 
I  J|)  of  Loloma,  Berrien  County,  whoarespend- 
^  Y^  mg  tiieir  declining  years  in  tbeenjoyment 
Ij  of  leaie  and  plenty  obtained  by  their  in- 
dustiiuus  tffoits  and  good  management,  and  se- 
cuie  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  tlicm,  are 
Periy  C  Wimer  and  his  good  wife.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa., on  St.  Valentine's 
Day,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Betsey 
(Spietier)  Winicr. 

Tbe  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  I'a.,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
belonged  to  the  German  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
he  worked  faithfully,  and  died  in  Greene  County, 
Pa.,  in    1856,  leaving  a  wile  luid  family  of  chil- 
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di-eu.  Our  subject's  mother  was  also  a  native  of 
Somerset  County,  an(i  after  her  union  with  Mr. 
Wimer  beoame  the  mother  of  tliirtcen  children, 
seven  of  whom  reached  mature  years.  Tlie  ciiil- 
dren  are  as  follows:  Murray,  of  Kansas;  George, 
deceased;  William,  who  lives  iu  Pennsylvania; 
I-'red crick,  a  resident  of  Wayne  Coiinty,Ohio;  and 
Elizabeth,  deceased.  After  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, Mra.  Wimer  married  John  ISafford  and  died 
ill  1S69. 

Mi\  Wimer  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his  fi 
thcr's  farm,  recoiviiig  only  a  meagre  education, 
and  in  1862,  after  bis  father  died,  he  with  his 
niollier  and  two  younger  sisters  emigrated  to  tins 
State  and  located  two  miles  nortli  of  Coloma 
Here  they  settled  down  to  begin  the  struggle  foi 
existence,  Perry  working  on  the  farm  by  the  month 
for  three  years,  and  afterward  finding  emijloyment 
in  a  sawmill  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  tlien 
came  to  Coloma  and  worked  in  a  gristmill  be- 
longing to  Sawyer  Hall,  and  it  was  there  that 
lie  met  with  the  accident  in  wliich  he  lost  bis  left 
band.  In  1873,  our  subject  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Ball  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
fruit  packages,  continuing  in  this  for  two  years, 
at  which  time  lie  bought  out  his  partner  and  has 
ever  since  run  the  business  alone.  He  began  with 
the  help  of  but  eight  men,  but  now  has  in  his  em- 
ploy from  forty  to  fifty  and  realizes  a  lucrative 
trade.  Mi.  Wimer  is  also  the  possessor  of  thirty- 
five  acres  Of  land  near  the  village,  and  owns  a 
number  of  fine  pieces  of  property  in  Coloma. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  supporter  of  tlie  Re- 
publican principles  and  platform.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  Wimer  and  Miss  Sarah  J.  Dobbyn  was  cele- 
brated November  15,  1867.  Mrs.  Wimer  was  born 
in  Kent  County,  Canada,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Henryand  Catherine  (McDermid)  Dobbyn.  Henry 
Dobbyn  was  of  Irish  extraction  and  came  from  his 
native  country  to  Michigan  in  1857.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Scotland.  Our  subject,  after  his  mar- 
riage, became  the  father  of  eight  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living,  namely:  Elwood  C,  who  is  a 
man  of  excellent  business  qualities,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Ann  Arbor  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  business  departments;  Joseph  L.; 
John  H.,  Catherine  E.  and  Florenc-e  L.     The  other 


three   children   died   in    infancy.    Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Wimer's  home  is  the  abode  of  pleasant  hospitality 
and  their  many  friends  often  find  a  cordial  wel- 
come beneath  its  roof. 


B  HOUSER,  whose  residence  is  located  in 
Lake  Township,  is  a  leading  farmer  of  this 
section,  and  his  fine  farm  attests  by  its 
thiift  and  productiveness  the  excellent 
qualities  of  thoroughness  and  system  which  mark 
the  ownci  He  inherits  all  his  industry  and  en- 
ttipiise  fiom  his  German  ancestors,  no  douht,  and 
IS  progii-'^ive  and  thorough -going  in  a  marked  de- 
gree. The  Houser  family  came  to  America  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  deeendants  be- 
came worthy  and  upright  citizens  of  tliis  country. 
M.  IJ.  Houser  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State 
August  21,  1831,  and  was  the  third  in  order  of 
seven  children  born  to  Henry  and  Mary  (Brown) 
Houser,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  the 
latter  of  North  Carolina.  Henry  Houser  came  to 
Michigan  in  1836  or  '37,  and  settled  in  the  woods 
of  Cass  County.  At  that  time  Indians  were  num- 
erous, and  there  were  very  few  white  settlers.  He 
purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  with  a  few 
improvements  and  engaged  strictly  as  a  farmer. 
He  held  veiy  few  offices,  but  was  Supervisor  of 
the  township.  Township  Clerk,  School  Director 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  took  quite  an  ac- 
tive part  in  politics,  and  was  a  prominent  Whig 
in  hia  day.  His  wife  died  in  Cass  County,  and 
he  followed  her  to  the  grave  in  1880,  when 
seventy-five  years  of  age.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  this  worthy  couple  all  are  living  except 
two.  Daniel,  the  eldest,  died  in  childhood;  S.  M. 
resides  in  Howard  Township,  Cass  County;  M.  B. 
is  our  subject;  Ely  is  deceased;  William  i-esides  in 
Cass  County;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Joshua  Lanta,  re- 
sides near  Dodge  City,Kan.;  and  Martha  J.  makes 
her  home  in  Cass  County. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Cass  County  and  in  the  State 
Normal  at  Ypsil.anti,  Mich.,  receiving  his  diploma 
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from  tliat  institution.  H«  was  granted  a  life  cer- 
tificate to  tcacli  anywhere  in  the  State,  and  after 
this  [lassed  his  time  teaching  during  the  winter 
aud  tilting  the  soil  during  tiiesiiinnierseasons.  In 
IB5i>  he  went  to  Kansas,  l>ut  rctunicd  tlic  same 
year,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  leaching  at 
<4uincy,  III.  In  1S56  he  i-etiirned  to  Kansas  and  was 
theie  during  the  John  Drown  trouble.  Returning 
to  the  East  in  18S8,  he  stopped  in  Illinois  for  ^mc 
time  and  then  came  home.  In  1861,  when  the 
war  cloud  hung  darkly  over  the  nation,  he  assisted 
in  raising  Company  A,  of  the  Twelfth  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  served  wim  considerable  distinction 
for  one  year.  Ho  was  mustered  in  as  a  private, 
liut  was  soon  promoted  to  be  First  Sergeant,  He 
refused  the  office  of  First  Lieutenant  when  first 
entering  the  service.  Mr.  Ilouser  participated  in 
the  first  battle  of  Shiloh  only,  as  on  account  of 
disability  he  was  discharged  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  in 
1862. 

In  1860,  previous  to  entering  the  army,  Mr. 
Ilouser  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
his  present  farm,  and  to  this  lias  since  added 
eiglity  acres  more,  thus  making  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  excellent  land.  His  fii-st  farm  was 
heavily  timbered,  but  he  went  to  work  and  with 
much  hard  labor  succeeded  in  clearing  it.  On  this 
farm  in  1890  sprang  up  the  pretty  little  village 
of  Barroda.  Mr.  Hoiiser  being  anxious  toeslahlisli 
a  depot,  gave  the  railroad  considerable  property 
for  that  purpose,  and  then  laid  out  his  land  in  lots, 
which  he  sold  very  cheap.  On  his  farm  he  now 
has  one  of  the  largest  shipping  points  on  the  rail- 
road in  this  section  for  fruits  of  all  kinds.  He  has 
under  cultivation  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres,  and  has  one  of  the  handsomest  rural  homes 
in  tlie  township,  if  not  in  the  county.  Everything 
about  the  place  indicates  him  to  be  a  man  of  prog- 
ress and  enterprise,  and  reflects  the  greatest  credit 
upon  his  management. 

In  political  matters  our  subject  has  ever  taken 
an  active  part,  and  is  (juite  an  active  Republican. 
He  has  fi-equently  been  a  delegate  to  the  county 
conventions,  and  is  a  public-spirited  and  valuable 
citizen.  Previous  to  the  war  he  was  noted  through- 
out the  county  in  which  be  resided  as  being  greatly 
opposed    to  slavery.     In  his   younger   days  Mr. 


Houser  was  celebrated  for  his  penmanship,  and 
frequently  taught  writing-schools.  At  one  time 
he  taught  a  writing-school  in  Bloomfield,  Iowa, 
and  for  his  pupils  bad  the  County  Clerk,  County 
Judge  and  County  Attorney.  Gen.  Weaver  was 
also  one  of  bis  pupils,  and  Mr.  Houser  found  him 
an  apt  scholar.  The  clerk.  Judge  and  attorney 
became  noted  men  during  and  after  the  war,  eitlier 
in  Iowa  or  Missouri. 

In  1880  Mr.  Houser  was  married  in  Michigan  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Guntle.a  nativeof  Ohio,and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Eiias  and  Sarah  (Hoops)  Guntic,  the  father 
also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Guntle  were  the  parents  of  sevenchildren:  Emily, 
wife  of  D.  Whittle,  of  Kansas;  William  A.,  of  In- 
diana;  Louisa,  deceased;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  John  A.,  of  Kansas;  Ellen  E.,  wife  of 
Thomas  J.  Chivington,  of  Indiana;  and  Evan  A., 
deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mra.  Houser  have  been- 
born  five  children:  Addie  Z.  and  Alta  F.  (twins), 
born  December  28,  1880;  Mabel  B.,  horn  April  15, 
1883;  and  Zadaa  G.  and  Edith  P.  (twins),  born 
July  28,  1885,  Mr.  Houser  has  been  a  Mason  for 
many  years.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Ilouser  arc  in  religi- 
ous beiicf  stanch  Univcrsalists,  although  not  mem- 
bers of  any  church. 


JOHN  II.  STOVER.  The  agncultumi  part 
of  any  community  is  the  bone  and  sinew 
from  which  come  the  strength  and  vigor 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  aSairs  of  manufac- 
ture, commerce  and  the  State.  When  the  farming 
people  are  composed  of  men  and  women  of  cour- 
age, enterprise,  intelligence  and  integrity,  pios- 
perity  will  attend  all  departments  of  activity,  and 
this  is  pre-eminently  the  case  in  Berrien  County, 
Mich.;  and  among  those  who  hold  liigb  rank  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  is  Mr.  Stover,  who  springs  from  a 
good  old  family  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born 
in  Centre  County,  Pa.,  May  '60,  1840,  and  is  a  son 
of  Samuel  and  Catlierine(Warntz)  Stover,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  that  State  also. 
Samuel  Stover  was  a  shoeniaker  by  trade  anij 
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followed  the  same  in  liis  native  State  until  his 
death,  when  seventy-three  years  of  age.  To  his 
marriage  were  Ixirn  seven  children,  two  son.=i  and 
five  danghters.  John  H.  Stovor,  the  cldesl  of  the 
children,  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and  there 
received  liis  edncation  in  the  common  schools.  On 
the  otii  of  October,  1862,  he  was  manied  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  Miss  Sai-ah  C.  Plotner,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  (State  and  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  Plotnor.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  I'lotner 
removed  to  Cass  County,  Midi.,  near  Edwards- 
burgh,  in  1870,  and  there  the}'  now  reside. 

Oui'  subject  and  family  made  IJicir  home  m 
Pennsylvania  until  1870,  when  they  removed  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Csiss  County.  Tlieicthev 
resided  for  eight  years  and  then  removed  to  near 
their  present  location,  where  tliey  made  theii  home 
until  1890,  when  Mr.  Stover  bought  his  pitsent 
property.  This  is  located  ten  miles  southeast  of 
St.  Joseph  and  contains  over  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  acres.  All  his  farming  operations  are 
conducted  in  a  manner  reflecting  credit  upon 
himself  and  his  management.  The  farm  is  in  a 
high  stale  of  cultivation,  the  improvements  are  all 
good, and  Mr.  Stover  ranks  among  the  representa- 
tive agriculturists  of  the  county. 

Ton  children  have  lK;en  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Stover,  seven  sons  and  tliree  daughters, as  follows: 
Samuel,  William,  Edward,  lilugenc,  Oeorge,  Ray, 
Clarence;  Virgia,  wife  of  Ameal  Metsger;  Cora, 
wife  of  Albert  Melsger;  and  Edith,  at  home.  In 
1881  our  subject  was  elected  Township  Treasurer, 
and  aftei  serving  in  that  capacity  for  two  years 
was  elected  Township  Supervisor,  which  position 
he  hlled  m  a  very  satisfactory  manner  for  five 
consOLUtive  terms,  lie  has  been  a  member  of  the 
lioaid  of  Review  here,  and  was  on  the  School 
Itoard  in  Cass  County  while  residing  tliero.  In  1893 
he  was  eftctcd  Justice  of  the  Pence,  and  now  settles 
the  |)etty  dilliculties  of  his  townsliip  in  a  manner 
i-eHecling  credit  upon  himself  and  to  the  evident 
satisfaction  of  the  people.  lie  was  elected  Drain 
Commissioner  one  year,  but  did  not  qualify.  Pub- 
lic-spirited and  enterprising,  Mr.  Stover  is  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Stover  has  been  a  member  of  the  Indcpend 
ent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  duringalraost  his  entire 


residence  in  Michigan,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Grange  and  P^ncampment.  He  represented  his 
lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  in  Detroit,  is  deeply 
interested  in  all  things  pertaining  to  his  order,  and 
holds  membership  in  Royalton  Lodge  No.  373.  Mr. 
Stover  caslhis  first  Presidential  votefor  McClellan 
and  was  elected  to  his  various  otfices  by  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  His  parents  were  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  His  wife  is  a  Luthetan 
in  her  religious  belief. 


ylLLIAM  E.  SYMS,  a  prominent  paper 
manufacturer  of  Michigan,  and  the  owner 
of  a  large  mill  at  Watervliet,  was  horn  in 
I  itohtield,  Kennebec  County,  Me.,  October  29, 
1838,  being  the  son  of  John  and  Clarissa  (ISlake) 
Syms,  both  natives  of  Maine.  In  his  youth  he 
was  a  stage-driver,  but  later  in  life  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  teamster.  He  inherited  the  [>er- 
scvcrance  and  energy  of  a  long  line  of  Knglish 
forefathers.  In  his  religious  views  he  was  a  Free- 
will Baptist,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  tlie 
welfare  of  that  denomination. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  foar  sons  and 
one  daughter,  William  E.  being  the  third  son.  He 
rei«ived  a  high  school  education  at  Gardiner,  Me., 
to  which  place  his  father  had  removed  in  his  boy- 
hood. At  tlie  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  to 
work  as  a  sliip-joincr,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion for  one  season,  after  which  he  entered  a 
)>apei'-mill,  owned  by  Richards  &  Hoskins,  at 
Gardiner.  Three  years  afterward  he  resigned  that 
position,  and,  removing  to  Lawrence,  Mass.,  be- 
came an  employe  in  the  paper-mill  owned  and 
operated  by  S.  H.  Crocker,  where  for  six  years  he 
filled  the  position  of  foreman.  Thence  he  went 
to  Westminster,  Mass.,  and  spent  three  yeara  in. 
that  city,  going  fiom  there  in  1870  to  Holyoke, 
Mass.,  and  filling  the  position  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Crocker  Manufacturing  Company  until  1881. 

Forming  a  business  connection  with  George  E. 
Dudley,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Syms  4  Dud- 


Hosted  by 


Google 


662 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ley  Paper  Company,  Mr.  Syms  erected  a  mill  at 
Holyoke,  Mass.,  and  for  a  iiiimbei'  of  years  suc- 
cessfully conducted  this  enterprise.  In  1892  lie 
disposed  of  his  property,  and,  coming  to  Water- 
vlict,  built  a,  large  mill  for  the  manufacture  of 
writing  and  book  paper.  This  he  still  operates, 
and  with  continually  increasing  success.  In  his 
political  opinions  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  Alderman  and  in  other  positions  of 
trust,  where  his  high  talents  were  utilized  for  the 
benefit  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Socially,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  fi-aternity.  Knights  Tem- 
plar, and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
The  lady  who  presides  over  Mr.  Syms'  pleasant 
home  was  known  in  former  years  by  the  name  of 
Lucinda  A.  Harrtnian,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Ransom  and  Sallie  Harriman,  prominent  residents 
ot  Lawrence,  Mass.  One  child  has  blessed  the 
union,  Bert  L.  Socially,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Syms  are 
highly  regarded  in  Use  village  of  Watervliet,  and 
have  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends  in  this  com- 
munity. In  the  Baptist  Church  they  are  active 
and  earnest  workers,  and  contribute  with  gener- 
osity to  religioiis  and  benevolent  projects.  As  a 
business  man,  Mr.  Syms  possesses  the  traits  of 
character  which  are  conducive  to  success,  and 
through  excellent  management  he  has  already  se- 
cured a  position  among  the  successful  manufac- 
turers of  the  State. 


JfOHN  N.  McCOY.  As  another  illustration 
I  of  the  success  which  almost  invariably 
I  crowns  the  exertions  of  the  intelligent 
^  worker,  mention  should  be  made  of  Mr. 
McCoy,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Cass  County  and 
the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  located  on  section  30, 
LaGiange  Township.  The  tract  of  land  owned 
and  operated  by  him  has  been  brought  to  a  high 
degree  of  cultivation  through  his  arduous  labors, 
and  has  been  embellished  with  substantial  build- 
ings adapted  to  their  varied  purposes.  From  a 
small  tract,  including  only  fifty -eight  acres,  he 
gradually  enlarged  his  possessions  until  he  is  now 


the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres 
of  improved  land.  A  few  words  with  reference 
to  the  parents  of  our  subject  will  not  be  amiss.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Herman  McCoy,  wasafarmer 
in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  Va.,  where  he  was 
born  and  also  where  he  died.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Richard  McCoy,  Itecame  self  supporting 
when  a  mere  lad,  and  upon  establishing  a  home  of 
his  own  married  Miss  Mary  Sifford,  the  ceremony 
which  united  their  lives  being  performed  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  the  three  eldest  children  in  the  fam- 
ily were  born.  In  a  very  early  day,  Mr.  McCoy 
came  to  Michigan,  and  entered  a  tract  of  land  in 
Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County.  Though  com- 
mencing a  poor  man,  without  capital  other  than 
his  own  industrious  habits,  he  accumulated  con- 
siderable property  and  gained  a  comfortable 
amount  of  this  world's  goods.  Politically,  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and  always  voted  with>  that  partj'. 
His  death  occurred  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  about  seventeen  y&irs  of  age.  The  wife  and 
mother  survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing 
away  in  1885. 

Tbe  parental  family  consisted  of  seven  sons 
and  seven  daughters,  three  of  whom  died  young. 
There  are  now  living  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
liorn  in  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County,  on  the 
iJOth  of  January,  1835,  John  N.  McCoy  remained 
at  home  with  his  mother  until  he  was  twenty-one, 
meanwhile  receiving  limited  educational  advant- 
ages and  devoting  his  time  principally  to  farm 
labor.  Upon  reaching  his  majority,  he  began 
working  by  the  month,  and  for  three  years  contin- 
ued thus  occupied.  Upon  making  his  fli-st  pur- 
chase of  land,  he  bought  fifty-eight  acres,  to  which 
he  added  from  time  to  time  as  opportunity  of- 
fered, until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-two  acres. 

The  lady  who  on  the  25th  of  December,  18.58, 
bcame  the  wife  of  Mr.  McCoy  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sarali  McDaniels  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Moats)  McDaniels.  Site  was 
reared  in  Pokagon  Township,  there  married  and 
has  spent  most  of  her  life  in  Cass  County.  She  is 
a  devoted  wife  and  tender  mother,  bestowing 
every  care  and  attention  ujwn  her  children,  Clarie 
E.,  David   K.  and    Parry  W.     While  nominally  a 
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Democrat,  Mr.  McCoy  in  reality  is  non-partisan 
and  casts  tlic  weight  of  his  influence  and  ballot 
for  the  man  whom  he  deems  best,  qualified  for  the 
pjirlioular  olHce  in  question,  irrespective  of  polit- 
ical affiliations. 


1^^  AUNDERS  L.  VAN  CAMP,  prominently 
^^^  identified  with  the  history  of  Itorrion 
1|^J)  County,  Mich.,  since  1866,  has  held  with 

efliciency  various  oIHees  of  trust  in  Renton  ■ 
Township,  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known  : 
throughout  this  pari  of  tlie  State.  Mr.  Van  Camp 
is  a  descendant  of  distinguished  lineage.  His  re- 
mote ancestors  were  Hollanders  liy  birth,  hut  his 
IKitemnl  great-great-giand father  emigrating  to 
America,  founded  the  branch  of  the  family  famous 
in  tlie  early  annals  of  our  country.  The  [laternal 
grandfather,  Moses  Van  Camp,  was  a  native  of  the 
]>utch  Colony  of  New  York,  and  was  one  of  the 
original  founders  of  tlic  city  of  Albany.  I^^itcr 
Moses  Van  Camp  ligni-cd  conspicuously  in  the  set- 
tlement and  progress  of  western  Pennsylvania, 
and,  a  man  of  earnest  purpose,  sterling  character 
and  executive  ability,  was  a  most  important  factor 
in  the  development  of  the  best  interest*  of  the 
Middle  States.  T!ie  parents  of  our  subject,  Gar- 
rett and  Julia  A,  (Saunders)  Van  Camp,  were 
natives  of  New  York,  The  father  was  born  in 
Genesee  County.  The  birthplaeo  of  the  mother 
was  Otsego.  The  maternal  gi'andfather,  Capt. 
Elisliu  Sauuders,  served  with  courage  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Lundy's 
Lane. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  atbdned  to  mature  aj^c,  an<l  in  18G2,  answering 
the  call  of  the  Goveriinient,  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  and  having  served  two  years  and  three 
months  was  wounded  at  Gettysburg  and  from 
the  effects  was  confined  in  the  hospital,  Mr.  Van- 
Camp  actively  participated  in  the  battles  of  Antie- 
tam,  Chancelloi'svillc,  Fredericksburgh  and  Gettys- 


burg, The  war  ended,  he  returned  to  his  home, 
and  in  the  spring  of  186.5  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Abbie  A.  Pettis,  the  following  year. 
1866,  journeying  to  ISerrien  County,  Mich.,  where 
husband  and  wife  settled  in  the  dense  timber. 
The  eighty  acres,  entirely  covered  witli  wood, 
was  in  time  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  Mr.  Van  Camp  has  converted  the  once  wilder- 
ness into  an  orchard  of  fruit,  giving  Ins  attention 
mainly  to  the  culture  of  peaches.  The  beautiful 
residence  and  other  substantial  improvements  ren- 
der the  homestead  one  of  the  most  attractive  in 
Berrien  County.  Two  of  the  three  children  horn 
unto  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  survive. 
Eda  H.  is  the  wife  of  W.  L.  Strome,  of  Berrien 
County;  Ralph  L.  is  the  youngest  born;  and  Neal 
G.  died  in  infancy. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  George 
H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14, G.  A.  R.,  at  Benton  Harbor, 
and  much  enjoys  the  reunions  of  the  tried  and 
true.  He  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow  of  the  subordin- 
ate and  encampment  lodges.  Politically,  Mr. 
Van  Camp  is  a  Republican,  and  was  twice  elected 
Treasurer  of  IkTrrien  County  and  with  ability  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  offlcc  from  1883  to  1887. 
He  also  for  several  years  occupied  the  position  of 
Supervisor  of  the  township,  and  in  this  capacity 
did  nmcli  for  the  progressive  interests  and  mutual 
welfare  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  to  whom  his  pub- 
lic work  gave  unbounded  satisfaction. 

Revil  II.  Van  Camp,  a  prosperous  and  leading 
horticulturist  of  Benton  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  born  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Erie  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  in  1845,  remained  there  until  he  had 
arrived  at  manhood.  He  received  a  good  common- 
school  education  and  enjoyed  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  Normal  School.  In  1870,  Mr.  Van 
Camp  was  married  in  the  Qu.iker  State  to  Miss 
Margaret  L.  Evans,  daughler  of  Joshua  Evans, 
wliocnmeto  Coloma,  Mich.,  in  1880, andabolit  two 
years  before  his  death,  in  March,  1893,  he  made  his 
home  with  his  daughter,  Mre.  Van  Camp. 

Our  subject  settled  with  his  wife  in  lierrien 
County  in  1875,  and  purchased  a  part  of  the  farm 
now  owned  by  his  elder  brother.  In  l885,hebought 
the  ninety  acres  of  timber  land  which,  cleared, 
cultivated  and  improved,  is  now  a  most  valuable 
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homestead.  'I'he  taim  is  devoted  mostly  to  the 
culture  of  fruit  and  berries,  Mr.  Van  Camp  being 
particularly  successful  in  the  handling  of  straw- 
berries and  peaclies.  One  son,  George,  is  at  home 
and  assists  bis  father  in  the  conduct  of  the  farm. 
Maud,  the  little  daughter,  died  in  infancy,  and 
Robert  passed  away  when  a  child.  Our  subject, 
in  common  with  his  fnther  and  five  brothers,  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  In  April,  1893,  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Benton  Township,  and  is  now  giving 
a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  duties  of  that  respon- 
sible office.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  has  many 
warm  friends  within  the  order.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Van  Camp  are  valued  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Benton  Harbor  and  liberally 
aid  in  the  extension  of  its  good  work  and  influ- 
ence. They  are  widely  known  and  are  identified 
with  the  social  and  benevolent  entcirprises  of  tiieir 
home  locality,  commanding  the  esteem  of  the  en- 
tire community  by  which  they  are  surrounded. 


mmitmp^*^ 


JAMES  E.  FULTON  is  a  wide-awake  citizen 
of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  as  lie  has 
resided  here  ever  since  liis  birth,  ou  the  13th 
of  May,  1851,  the  people  have  had  every 
opportunity  to  judge  of  his  character  and  qualifi- 
cations as  a  man  of  affaii's,  and  naught  has  ever 
been  said  derogatory  to  his  honor.  He  has  ever 
shown  himself  to  be  endowed  with  superior  abil- 
ity, and  his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  together  with  the  soundness  of  his 
judgment,  has  secured  him  prompt  recognition  in 
this  section. 

The  iMirents  of  our  subject,  Alexander  and 
Sarah '(Gard)  Fulton,  were  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  respectively,  the  father  born  in  1807. 
The  latter,  with  three  brothei-s,  came  to  Michigan 
at  an  early  date,  and  settled  in  Cass  County,  in  Lit- 
tle Prairie  Ronde,  where  he  resided  a  short  time. 
He  then  removed  to  Berrien  County  in  1840,  and 
bought  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Royalton  Township,     In  addition    to   that  he 


bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  near  Tryon 
Corners.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  mental  en- 
dowments, and,  being  industrious  and  enterprising, 
he  was  almost  certain  to  prosper.  The  remainder 
of  his  days  was  passed  in  tilling  the  soil,  and  he 
died  in  the  year  1863,  respected  and  lionored  by 
every  one.     His  wife  had  passed  away  in  1853. 

The  live  children  bom  to  the  above-mentioned 
union  were  named  in  the  order  of  their  births  as 
follows:  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  .John  B,,  David  and 
James  E.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  our 
subject's  father  was  married  to  Louisa  Tryon,  and 
by  her  had  one  son,  Alexander  H.  All  these  are 
now  deceased  except  James  and  Alexander  H.,  the 
former,  our  subject,  being  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  and 
his  time  in  youth  was  divided  between  assisting 
his  father  in  clearing  his  farm  of  the  heavy  timber 
with  which  it  was  covered,  and  in  attending  the 
district  schools,  where  he  secured  a  fair  education. 
Being  gifted  with  more  than  the  average  degree  of 
intelligence  and  shrewdness,  it  was  but  natural 
that  when  starting  out  for  himself  he  should 
choose  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  occupation  in 
life,  and  that  he  should  make  a  decided  success  of 
that  calling. 

In  the  yeai  1888  Mr.  Fulton  was  married  to 
Miss  Alice  Helmick,  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  are  two  chil- 
dren, Robert  Alexander  and  Stanley  H.  Mr.  Ful- 
ton is  a  prominent  citizen  in  his  township,  and  haa 
held  many  local  offices,  the  most  prominent  being 
School  Inspector,  Township  Treasurer,  Highway 
Commissioner,  and  for  several  terms  he  was  ou  the 
Board  of  Review,  At  present  he  is  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Royalton  Township,  and  discharges  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  that  olilce  in  a  creditable 
and  very  satisfactory  manner. 

Our  subject  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides  in  1884,  eight  miles  south  of  St.  .Joseph, 
and  has  resided  there  ever  since.  He  is  the  owner 
of  seventy  acres,  and  has  them  all  under  a  good 
state  ot  cultivation.  At  present  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Cass  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany. Mr,  Fulton  joined  Lodge  No.  16,  I,  0.  O, 
F.,  at  Schoolcraft,  soon  after  attaining  his  major- 
ity, but  he  soon  afterward  withdrew  and  joined  at 
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Tryon  Cornere.  Mi-s.  Fulton  is  a  Seven th- Day 
Adventist.  Mr.  Fulton's  pavents  were  members  of 
llie  United  Brethren  Cliurcli.  Grandrather  Gard 
was  an  early  settler  of  Berrien  County,  and  here 
the  closing  scenes  of  his  life  were  passed.  The 
Fulton  family  settled  in  the  Biickcye  State  at  a 
very  early  period,  and  there  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject  followed  the  blaeksmith  trade.  He 
was  nn  Indinn  scout  for  some  time. 


§ENJAMIN  COOPER,  a  promluent  and  in- 
Auentin!  citizen  of  Dowagiac,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  baa  now  retired  from  the  active  du- 
ties of  business,  and  in  the  evening  of  his 
days  enjoys  the  competence  earned  by  persevering 
and  intelligent  industry.  In  very  early  life  a 
farmei',  Mr.  Cooper  soon  abandoned  the  tilling  of 
the  soil,  and  entered  into  a  profitable  and  exten- 
sive quarry  business,  in  which  he  remained  contin- 
uously until  about  three  months  since,  finally  dis- 
posing of  his  business  interests  in  April,  1893. 

Our  subject  was  horn  while  his  parents  were  on 
a  journey  from  their  birthplace  in  New  York  State 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  date  of  Mr.  Cooper's 
birth  was  September  19,  1820.  The  fatlier  and 
mother  later  removed  from  Cincinnati,  and  made 
their  home  in  Big  Island  Township,  Marion  Coun- 
ty, the  same  Stale,  Benjamin  Cooper  was  four- 
teen years  of  age  when,  for  the  third  time,  his  par- 
ents changed  their  locality  and  came  from  Ohio  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  the  year  1834.  The  father 
spent  all  of  his  early  life  in  his  native  State,  New 
York,  and  served  bravely  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  He  was  a  man  of  high  courage  and  great 
endurance,  and  was  a  representative  pioneer  of 
the  West.  He  died  in  Michigan,  passing  away  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

The  patenial  grandfather,  John  Cooper,  emi- 
grated to  this  country  from  England,  and  w.ia  in 
early  youth  when  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic.  He 
settled  iirst  in  Canada,  afterward  located  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and   later  made  his  permanent  residence 


in  New  York,  where  he  married  and  reared  a  large 
family,  who  lived  to  adult  age  and  ot^cupied  use- 
ful and  influential  positions  in  life.  Our  subject 
received  a  common-school  education,  and  was 
naturally  possessed  of  fine  business  qualifications. 
He  had  only  reached  his  majority  when  lie  assumed 
the  cares  of  a  family,  and  was  married  in  February, 
1841.  to  Miss  Lorinda  Mowry,  who  was  a  resident 
of  Honora  Township,  This  estimable  l.idy,  who 
died  iu  1880,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  but 
passed  the  greater  part  of  her  life  in  the  West.  In 
1863,  Mr.  Cooper  came  to  ]>owagiac  and  built  his 
first  residence  in  the  city.  His  substantial  dwell- 
ing was  erected  on  the  property  sold  six  years 
ago  to  P.  D.  Beckwith,  and  stood  on  the  spot  ■ 
where  Fred  E,  Lee,  the  manager  of  the  Bcckwith 
estate,  is  now  building  a  magnificent  home,  one  of 
the  most  finely  appointed  structures  and  costly 
residences  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Cooper  first  entered  the  quarry  business  in 
company  with  .loel  Andrews,  but  the  two  had  been 
partners  for  only  a  few  months  when  their  prop- 
erty was  entirely  destroyed  by  fii-e.  With  invin- 
cible hope  and  courage  our  subject  again  tried  the 
business  by  himself,  and  was  a  second  time  a  total 
loser  by  fire.  Undaunted,  he  Bubsefjuently  formed 
a  partnership  in  the  quarry  business  in  connection 
with  J.  F.  Moshier.  This  latter  partnership  con- 
tinuously endured  for  twenty-seven  years,  the 
business  extending  its  limits  rapidly,  and  yielding 
lucrative  results.  The  two  long-time  partners,  old 
friends,  tried  and  true,  yet  hold  real  estate  in  com- 
mon, and  still  enjoy  close  companionship. 

November  2,  1881,  Mr.  Cooper  a  second  time 
entered  into  matrimony,  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mi-s.  Parker,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  A.  (Brownell)  Wilder,  of  New  York 
State.  In  1864,  the  Wilders  settled  in  Dowagiac, 
where  the  father,  a  highly  respected  citizen,  died 
in  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  The  mother 
survived  until  1892,  and  was  at  the  time  of  her 
demise  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  have  shared  the  benefits  of 
extensive  travel  in  the  United  States,  and  are 
known  in  their  own  home  locality  as  liberal  and 
progressive,  always  ready  to  render  assistance  in 
social,  benevolent  and  religious  enterprise.     Fra- 
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lernally,  our  subject  has  affiliated  witli  the  An- 
cient Free  &  Accepted  Masons  since  1860,  and  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Older  in  Pokagon, 
Althougli  never  an  offlce-seekev,  Mr.  Cooijer  is  in- 
terested in  Governmental  issues,  and  is  an  ardent 
advocate  for  the  elevation  of  the  masses. 


=-9#+*fr 


PR.  SOL  MAUDLIN.  The  value  to  any 
community  of  a  professional  man  is  not 
marked  merely  by  his  learning  and  skill,  his 
proficiency  in  medical  and  surgical  practice,  but 
also  by  his  chai'acter,  Iwtli  private  and  profes- 
sional, his  honorable  adhei-ence  to  medical  ethics, 
and  his  personal  integrity  and  benevolence  of  pur- 
pose. When  a  physician  combines  these  charac- 
teristics, it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  record  his  life 
work,  and  such  a  man  do  we  find  in  Dr.  Sol 
Maudlin.  This  gentleman,  wlio  is  one  of  the 
prominent  physicians  of  IJerrien  County,  is  also 
one  of  its  most  active  and  substantial  business 
men.  He  has  been  practicing  medicine  in  this 
county  since  1867,  and  for  twenty-six  years  he  has 
been  kept  busy  following  his  profession.  Since 
1885  he  has  only  been  doing  a  large  otlice  prac- 
tice. As  he  operates  a  farm  of  sixty-six  acres, 
he  is  also  engaged  quite  extensively  in  fruit- 
raising. 

Dr.  Maudlin  is  a  pi'oduct  of  Indiana,  born  in 
Henry  County  August  27,  1832,  and  is  the  eldest 
of  nine  childi-cn  born  to  Barnabas  and  Martha 
(Hodge)  Maudlin,  natives  respectively  of  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  there  the  father 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  some  time.  At 
an  early  day  they  removed  to  Indiana,  and  the 
father's  deatli  occurred  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Friends.  Dr. 
Maudlin  received  his  literary  education  in  Henry 
and  Madison  Counties,  Ind.,  and  when  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age  he  attended  his  first  course  of 
lectui-cs  at  the  Eclectic  Medical  School,  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  The  breaking  out  of  the  war  put  a 
stop  to  his    medical  studies    for  the  time  being. 


and  November  5,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  Fifteenth  United  States  Infantry,  and  was  at- 
tached to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Our  subject  enlisted  as  a  private  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Florence 
and  Stone  River.  He  was  injured  at  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  but  returned  to  the  army  shortly  after- 
ward and  participated  in  the  other  battles  men- 
tioned, besides  numerous  skirmishes.  Although 
captured  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  he  only  remained  a 
prisoner  nine  days,  when  he  succeeded  in  making 
his  escape.  The  Doctor  was  then  in  the  battle  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  during  Hooker's  charge,  and, 
being  stationed  in  the  bend  of  the  river,  had  a 
fine  view  of  it  all.  He  was  discharged  on  the 
7th  of  November,  1864,  on  Lookout  Mountain, 
within  the  Georgia  line,  and  went  direct  from 
there  to  Muscatine,  Iowa.  After  remaining  in 
that  city  for  four  months,  he  returiied  to  Indi- 
ana and  began  practicing  his  profession. 

Having  chosen  the  eclectic  system,  our  sub- 
ject had  rather  uphill  work  in  those  days,  for 
nothing  was  considered  correct  but  the  allopathic. 
Gradually  he  worked  himself  into  a  good  prac- 
tice, and  there  remained  until  186H,  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Berrien  County. 
The  country  was  new  and  heavily  timbered  at 
that  time,  and  the  principal  business  of  the  early 
settlers  was  lumbering.  The  wood  was  shipped 
to  Chicago,  and,  as  there  were  no  railroads  pass- 
ing through  the  county,  boating  on  the  lake  was 
in  a  prosperous  condition.  Fruil^gro wei-s  had  but 
just  started,  and  that  only  so  far  as  peaches  were 
concerned.  As  soon  as  located,  the  Doctor  opened 
up  his  practice,  and.  as  be  was  well  up  with  the 
times  in  medical  lore,  and  had  the  ability  to 
apply  his  knowledge  at  the  proper  time  and  in 
the  proper  place,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
he  bad  a  large  practice.  In  1881  he  engaged  in 
tlie  mercantile  business, and  has  since  carried  iton, 
doing  an  annual  business  of  from  110,000  to  |I5,- 
000.  He  also  raises  peaches,  plums,  peai-s,  apples, 
and  much  small  fruit  on  his  farm,  and  is  one  of 
the  wide-awoke,  thorough-going  men  of  the  county. 

The  Doctor  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  1867, 
to  Miss  Josephine  Gregory,  of  New  York,  and 
one  child  was  born  of  this  union.  Mary,  wife  of 
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George  llann,  of  Giand  liapids,  Mich.  Mrs, 
Maudlin  died  on  the  24th  of  Februaiy,  1875,  and 
on  Marcli  1  of  the  following  year  Dr.  Maudlin 
married  Mrs.  Carrie  V.  Whipple,  nee  Watson,  a 
native  of  Indiana.  Two  children  were  born  to 
the  marriage,  but  only  one  is  now  surviving, 
Krna,  who  is  at  home.  The  Doctor  is  a  membei- 
<.f  Ijike  Lodge  No.  143. 1.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  but  has  never  been  an  as- 
pirant for  political  preferment.  Of  a  decidedly 
practical  turn  of  mind,  he  has  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and   acquaintances,  and    is    very    popular. 


>--^#^^»«i-«-fi^i*ii 


JiOHN  E.  ROSvS,  No  Istntc  in  tite  Union 
gives  greater  encouragement  to  a  man  who 
desires  to  devote  himself  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  fruit-raising  than  does  Michi- 
gan. Its  resources  are  almost  inexhaustible,  and 
its  climate  is  adapted  to  tlie  (cultivation  of  varied 
ci'Ops.  Mr.  Ross,  who  is  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial and  thoroughgoing  agriculturists  of  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  lias  been  engaged  in  titling  the 
soil  from  eai'ly  boyhood,  his  father,  David  C. 
Ross,  having  initiated  liini  into  the  mysteries  of 
that  occupation,  and  he  thus  gained  a  good,  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  same  to  start  out  with. 

Mr.  Ross  was  horn  in  I^aporte  County,  Ind., 
on  the  3d  of  July  1843,  to  the  union  of  David 
C.  and  Lydia  (Richardson)  Ross,  natives  res- 
pectively of  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana.  The  fa- 
ther left  ills  native  State  at  an  early  age,  and 
went  to  Indiana,  settling  in  La  Porte  County,  where 
he  was  among  the  early  settlers.  About  the  year 
1845,  he  moved  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
here  his  death  occurred  many  years  later.  He  was 
of  Webh-Seotch  descent,  and  inheriting  alt  the 
sterling  characteristics  of  thai  nationality — up- 
rightness, integrity  and  industry — it  was  but  nat- 
ural that  he  should  prosper.  When  first  settling 
in  Berrien  County,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land,  all  wild  and  unbroken,  and  immediately 
entered  upon  his  duties  as  an  agriculturist,  clear- 
ing, grubbing  and  making  improvements.     Mrs. 


Ross  is  still  living,  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
wife,  throe  are  now  living  and  named  as  follows: 
James  A.,  Charley  and  Paul.  John  A.  Ross  passed 
his  youthful  days  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
secured  a  good  practical  education  in.  the  schools 
of  the  same.  When  not  in  the  schoolroom  in 
youth,  he  was  engaged  in  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  farm  and  thus  gained  liis  extensive  knowl- 
edge of  that  vocation.  He  possesses  all  the  attri- 
butes necessary  for  a  first-class  farmer,  and  is  now 
the  ownei  of  foity  acres  eight  miles  south  of  St. 
Joseph  -xf  well  as  anothei  fai'm  of  forty  acres. 
Unlike  his  fatlici  who  was  a  Methodist,  Mr.  Ross 
holds  memheiship  )n  the  Christian  Churcli,  and  his 
wife  IS  also  i  memlet  of  tliit  chnrch.  They  are 
well  respected  in  the  community  in  which  they 
live  and  iie  happ\  in  the  friendship  of  many 
friends  Mi  Ross  h  is  ^dhcted  closely  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  was  for  G.  B.  McClellan. 


~^^->- 


ilLLIAM  ADAMSON,  one  of  the  loading 
farmers  of  Calvin  Township,  Cass  County, 
$f^  was  born  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  on 
the  7th  of  July,  1834,  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Eiwin)  Adamson.  His  father  w&n  bom  in 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  in  1802,  and  was  the 
son  of  James  and  Hannah  (Heald)  Adamson. 
This  family  is  of  English  and  Irish  ancestry  and 
was  a  prominent  old  Quaker  family.  Their  history 
in  this  country  dates  back  for  many  generations, 
but  the  exact  date  of  their  emigration  hither  or 
the  names  of  the  ancestors  back  of  James,  the 
grandfather  of  William,  we  have  been  unable  to 
learn. 

Grandfather  Adamson  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  whither 
he  removed  as  early  as  1800  and  where  he  resided 
until  death  terminated  his  career.  He  had  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  John,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  the  youngest.     He  was 
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a  man  of  limited  scliooliiig,  hut  possessed  a  good 
stock  of  HHtural  ability,  and  tliiough  genera!  read- 
ing and  observation  atoned  to  a  large  extent  for 
liis  lack  of  earlj'  advantages.  A  hard  worker  and 
a  good  financier,  ho  accumulated  a  moderate  fort- 
une, and,  what  was  better  than  that,  he  gained  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  made  aequnintanee. 

In  Ohio  he  married  Sarah  Erwin,  and  for  many 
years  afterward  continued  to  make  liis  home  in 
ihe  lluckeye  State.  In  1853  he  removed  from 
Ohio  to  Michigan  and  made  settlement  in  Calvin 
Township,  Cass  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
large  tract  oE  land.  Coming  here  with  perhaps 
J.'i.OOO,  he  added  largely  to  this  amount,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873,  was 
numbered  among  the  moneyed  men  of  the  county. 
He  remained  in  the  Society  of  Friends  up  to  the 
age  of  forty-five  years,  but  for  some  reason  not 
known  to  the  biographer,  he  at  that  age  left  the 
church  of  his  forefathers  and  never  afterward 
returned  to  its  membership.  His  wife  survived 
liim  three  years  and  passed  away  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Calvin  Township,  dnring  the  month  of 
February,  1876. 

In  a  family  of  nine  children,  the  subject  of  tiiis 
sketcii  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and  at  this 
writing  (1893)  five  of  the  entire  number  are 
living.  William  grew  to  manhood  upon  his 
father's  farm  in  Oliio,  and  had  the  advantage  of 
excellent  educational  opportunities  in  early  life. 
When  about  nineteen  years  old  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan with,  his  father,  but  subsequently  returned  to 
Ohio,  where  he  completed  his  education  in  a  pri- 
vate school  at  New  -Salem.  He  then  returned  to 
Mieliigan,  and  in  December,  1857,  married  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Norton.  This  lady  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son Township,  Cass  County,  in  1838,  being  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Levi  D.  Norton,  who  was  born 
in  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  in  1811,  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1828,  being  one  of  the  very  early 
settlers  of  Cass  County.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Adamson  was  Nathan  Norton,  a  native  of 
Noith  Carolina. 

Tradition  says  that  long  before  the  war  for  in- 
dependence, three  brothers  by  the  name  of  Norton 
came  from  Ireland.  One  settled  in  Nortli  Carolina 
or  Vii-ginia,  another   went  to  Texas,  and  the  tliird 


established  his  home  in  Maine.  From  tlic  first- 
named  this  branch  of  the  Norton  family  springs. 
The  grandmother  of  Levi  D.  Norton,  whose  name 
was  Dixon,  was  a  member  of  an  old  and  leading 
Quaker  family,  Mrs.  Adamson  had  two  brothers 
and  two  sisters.  Her  elder  brother,  l^eonard  R„ 
enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union  in  1801.  and 
served  continuously  until  1866.  He  married 
Annette  Sheldon  and  is  now  a  salesman  for  .).  V, 
Farwell  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  where  he  resides. 
Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Tliomas  E.  Sliaw,  a 
farmer  of  Michigan,  and  they  have  a  family  of 
five  children.  Jane  married  Constantino  Baldwin, 
a  farmer  residing  in  Calvin  Township,  Samuel  M. 
chose  for  his  wife  Miss  Jessie  Itelden,  by  whom  he 
has  three  children.     Their  home  is  in  California, 

Pleasant  Norton,  a  brother  of  Levi  D..  was  born 
in  1806,  and  in  1826  married  Miss  Rachael  Fukery. 
Coming  to  Cass  County,  he  became  prominently 
connected  with  the  development  of  tiiis  part  of 
Michigan,  For  eight  years  he  served  as  Super- 
visor of  Jefferson  Township,  was  Treasurer  for  a 
number  of  terms  and  served  for  two  terms  in  the 
Michigan  State  Legislature.  In  his  political  be- 
lief he  was  a  life-long  Democrat.  He  died  in 
Jeffei-son  Township  on  the  12th  of  May,  1877,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  on  the  17th  of  March,  1887. 
Five  children  survive  them.  I.evi  D.  Norton, 
father  of  Mrs.  Adamson,  resided  for  a  number  of 
years  in  Jefferson  Township,  and  from  thoie  re- 
moved to  Calvin  Township,  where  he  died  on  the 
9th  of  November,  1872.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  was  an  hon- 
orable, upright  man,  whom  everj'one  i-espoeted. 
His  wife,  Martha  (Mcllvain)  Norton,  was  born  in 
Logan  County,  Ohio,  November  26,  1812,  and 
died  on  the  10th  of  January,  1883.  Religiously, 
she  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

After  their  marriage,  our  subject  and  his  wife 
settled  on  the  ]ilace  where  they  have  ever  since 
lived.  He  has  cleared  more  than  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  as  a  result  of  liis  industry  and 
shrewd  business  investments,  he  gained  a  compe- 
tency and  is  now  counted  among  the  leading  and 
wealthy  men  of  the  township.  He  belongs  to  an 
olii  Whig  family,  and  in  former  years  was  a 
Republican,  but  is  now  numbered  in  the    ranks  of 
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Demouiacy.  Ho  lias  never  sought  or  held  office, 
witli  the  exception  of  serving  on  the  School 
liiiard  and  in  some  minor  township  olBees.  Mrs, 
Adainsuti  is  ;i  mcnii>er  of  the  Baptist  Church,  active 
in  iill  its  good  works,  and  foremost  in  every  relig- 
ious jiiid  benevolent  enterprise. 

Eight  cliildren  have  been  born  to  Itrigbten  the 
home  of  our  subject,  Frank,  wlio  was  born  April 
21,  185y,  died  on  the  I7l!i  of  August,  the  same 
year;  Ross,  who  was  born  September  27,  1860, 
married  Luna  I^ouard,  and  with  his  wife  and 
child  resides  in  Chippewa  County,  Mich.;  Dell,  a 
promising  yomig  man,  lives  with  his  [parents; 
Bertha  married  A.  G.  Hull  and  Uioy  have  three 
children;  Lula  died  when  thi-ee  years  old,  and 
Nellie  was  called  home  at  the  same  age;  Kstelie 
and  Kittic  are  at  home. 


i^SCAK  I'lTCHKR,  ,i  successful  farmer  resid- 
I  ing  in  Watcrvliet  Township,  ilerrien  Coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
December  18.  1847.  His  parents,  Peter  and  Ma- 
tilda (Smith)  Pitcher,  were  natives  of  Jefferaon 
County,  the  former  having  been  born  October  17, 
1811,  and  tlie  latter  August  31,  182«.  Tlidr  chil- 
dren wei-e;  tJscar,  Delia,  Viola,  Isola  and  Lillte, 
In  1868,  they  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Watcrvliet,  where  he  died  June  8,  1885.  A  little 
more  than  two  years  afterward,  on  the  26th  of 
tJctober,  1887,  his  wife  departed  tins  life.  In  his 
political  afHliations,  he  was  a  Republican,  loyal  to 
every  principle  of  his  chosen  party.  He  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  an  earnest  worker  in  rcHgioua  enterprises. 
Throughout  his  entire  active  life,  ho  followed  the 
occupation  of  an  agriculturist,  in  which  he  met 
with  success.  The  maternal  grandfatlier  of  our 
subject  was  Harmonious  Smith,  whose  wife  bore 
him  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  our  subject  commenced 
to  bo  a  wage-earner.  When  about  fifteen  years  of 
age,  in  September,  1862,  ho  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  Union,  his  name  being  enrolled  as  a  mem- 


ber of  Company  I,  Twentieth  New  York  Cavalry. 
He  served  on  detached  duty  and  participated  in  a 
number  of  important  and  decisive  engagements. 
In  February,  1865,  he  entered  the  hospital  at 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  from  which  he  was  discharged 
on  the  7th  of  June,  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
Resuming  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  civil  life,  he  re- 
turned liome  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
In  I86y,  he  came  to  Watcrvliet,  and  in  1876  pur- 
chased forty  acres  on  section  5  of  this  township. 
lie  now  owns  an  eighty-acre  tract,  tlie  improve- 
ments on  which  have  been  made  through  his  un- 
tiring efforts. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1873,  Mr.  Pitcher  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Isabelle  Dustin,  who  was 
born  near  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  March  4,  1855,  being 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  M.  and  Jane  A.  (Easton) 
Dustin.  Her  [mtemal  grandfather,  Coburn  Dus- 
tin, was  a  descendant  of  English  ancestoi'S,  and  tie 
and  liis  wife  reared  six  children:  Albert,  I^Fay- 
ette,  Dudley,  Luke,  Joseph  M,  and  Philine.  .  Jos- 
eph M.  Dustiu  was  born  in  Boston  March  20, 
1810,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade.  He  went  later  to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  met  and  married  Miss  Jane  A.  Easton. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Michigan  and  ar- 
rived in  Kalamazoo  County  at  a  jjcriod  so  early  in 
the  settlement  of  the  now  nourishing  city  of  Kala- 
mazoo that  it  contained  only  a  very  few  houses. 
There  he  entered  land  from  the  Government  and 
erected  a  primitive  structure,  destitute  even  of 
doors,  for  the  abode  of  his  family.  He  improved 
a  farm,  which,  as  time  passed  by,  he  embellished 
with  a  number  of  suitable  and  conveniently -ar- 
ranged buildings.  Politically,  he  was  a  strong 
Ijepublican,  and  was  a  leader  in  his  party  in  the 
township.     His  death  occuri-ed  January  6,  1866. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Pitcher  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Jane  G.  Easton,  and  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  9,  1818,  being  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  Easton,  a  farmer.  She  married 
George  Sparks  for  her  second  husband,  A  sincere 
Christian  and  a  gifted  singer,  it  was  her  custom 
in  the  pioneer  days,  when  it  was  impossible  to  se- 
cure a  preacher  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants 
of  the  people,  to  preside  at  meetings,  and  fre- 
(juently  she  preached  funeral  sermons.     Her  nine 
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children  were:  Albert  M.,  wlio  served  in  the 
Civil  War;  Williftni,  .ilso  a  sol'litr  in  tlie  de- 
fense of  tlie  Union;  Luke  K.,  Eugene.  Klizabeth, 
Fi-ftiilt,  Isabelle,  Mary  E.  and  Jennie.  Mr.  Pitcher 
and  his  excellent  wife  have  one  son,  Robert,  and 
the  family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  pop- 
ular in  the  township. 


fjERNON  KING.  If  to  one  class  of  ijeople 
more  than  another  the  United  States  owes 
a  debt  of  gratitude,  it  is  to  the  liard-worli- 
ing,  [>erseveriug  farniere,  on  whom  our  pTOS[)erity 
as  a  nation  so  largely  depends.  Among  those  who 
for  a  long  time  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Berrien  County  may  be  mentioned  the  name  of 
Mr.  King,  who  now,  in  the  twiliglit  of  his  useful 
existence,  lives  retired  from  active  business  cares, 
occupying  a  neat  and  comfortable  resilience  on 
Lake  Avenue,  Benten  Harbor. 

On  his  father's  side  our  subject  traces  his  ances- 
try to  France  and  Ireland,  while  his  maternal 
forefatliers  came  fram  England.  Grandfather  Job 
King  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  wliich  State 
was  also  the  birthplace  of  Henry  King,  father  of 
our  subject,  who  died  in  Ohio  during  the  year 
1862.  Cyntliia  Nichols,  as  the  motlierof  our  sub' 
ject  was  known  in  maidenhood,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  was  the  daughter  of  David 
Nichols,  a  native  of  England.  Vernon  King  sjrent 
his  childhood  years  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  on  the  Sth  of  July,  1818.  His 
education  was  gained  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  district,  and  he  alternated  attendance  at  school 
with  work  on  bis  father's  farm. 

There  is  little  of  special  note  to  record  concern- 
ing the  life  of  Mr.  King  until  1854,-  when  he 
songht  the  El  Dorado  of  thousands  of  Argonauts, 
and  traveling  Westward  to  California,  engaged  in 
mining  there  for  three  years.  During  that  time 
he  suffered  the  liardships  incident  to  life  in  a  new 
country,  where  uivilization  had  not  yet  reached  a 
high  development,  and  where  people  of  every  na- 
tionality were  striving  with  frenzied  eagerness  to 


gain  some  of  the  coveted  gold.  When  ready  to 
return  home,  Mr.  King  took  passage  on  the  "Yan- 
kee  Blade,"  which  struck  on  the  reef s  off  the  coast 
of  California,  near  Port  Arquilla.  The  |)assengers 
were  rescued  by  another  boat  and  convej'cd  to 
land. 

Returning  to  Michigan  in  l8o7,  Mr.  King  set- 
tled in  Benton  Township,  Beriien  County.  Upon 
land  jiurehased  heie,  he  cut  down  the  timber  and 
the  dense  forest  growth,  and  thiough  the  exercise 
of  sound  judgment  and  peiseveranee  unproved 
the  place  so  that  it  took  rank  among  the  best 
farms  of  the  county.  For  more  than  twenty 
yeai's  Mr.  King  resided  upon  that  place,  devoting 
his  attentiou  to  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, but  in  1880  he  retired  from  farming  pursuits, 
and,  coming  to  Benton  Harbor,  has  since  made  his 
home  in  this  village.  He  owns  and  occupies  a 
comfortable  house  on  Lake  Avenue. 

In  1843  Mr.  King  married  Miss  Polly  A.  Brad- 
lej',  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  who  be- 
came the  mother  of  two  children:  Homer,  a  resi- 
dent of  Berrien  County;  and  Elmer,  deceased. 
The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  whom  he  married 
in  1882,  was  Mrs.  Rosina  J,  Powers.  She  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Anney  Conkey.  While  Mr.  King  is  not  a  strong 
partisan,  and  has  never  desired  ofTicial  position, 
yet  he  is  firm  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  public 
affaii's. 


IL_  IRAM  A.  F:DWARDS,  the  efficient  ex-Su- 
iTD  P*'^"*''*"''  *''"  Nilcs  Township,  Berrien  Coun- 
Iv^  ty.  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  .Jefferson  Coun- 
(^,  ty,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  May  30th,  1836. 
His  parents  were  John  W.  and  Annie  (Brigham) 
Edwards.  The  father  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  his  family  being  well  known  in  that  portion 
of  the  country.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
of  New  England  origin,  and  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Connecticut.  Hiram  A.,  one 
brother  nnd   three  sisters  comprise  the   remaining 
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sons  and  daughters  who  once  gathered  in  the  old 
home.  Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  State  of  New  York  and  well  improved  the  op- 
(wrtnnities  for  stiiily  in  the  district  school  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  also  enjoyed  a  term  of  in- 
struction in  tlie  Union  Academy  in  lielleville,  N. 
Y.,  and  taufjht  for  two  winters  in  his  native  State, 
afterward  having  charge  of  a  school  in  Henry 
County,  III.  He  was  married  before  attaining  bis 
majority,  and  early  assumed  Ihe  responsibilities 
common  to  mature  years, 

September  17,  1856,  our  subject  was  wedded  to 
Angeline  Dickey,  daughter  of  Joseph  F.  and  Eliza 
Dickey,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  Of  the  nine  children  who  blessed  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Edwards  and  bis  estimable  wife, 
scvtn  yet  survive.  William  l''.,  the  eldest,  a  man 
of  sniicrior  ability  and  Hue  att^iinments,  is  Assis- 
tant Profcssoi'  of  Chcmisti'y  at  the  University  of 
Anil  Arbor,  Mich.,  from  which  institution  of  learn- 
ing lie  graduated  with  honor.  Frederick  11.  is  the 
second  son;  then  follow,  in  order  of  birth,  Elmer 
E.,  Alice  W.,  Kate  H.,  Stella  II.  and  Mary  E. 
Two  children  are  deceased.  In  the  late  fall  suc- 
ceeding his  marriage  our  subject  and  bis  newly- 
inade  wife  journeyed  to  the  West  and  settled 
at  lirsl  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  where  tliey  re- 
mained,however,  only  a  few  years.  In  1859  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwards  removed  lo  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  in  1860   located  on  their  present  farm. 

Our  subject  owns  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of 
excellent  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Trained  to  agricultural  duties  from  his  child- 
hood, he  has  achieved  success  in  the  culture  of 
the  soil.  Essentially  a  self-made  man,  he  has  well 
improved  every  advantage  of  life  which  lay  with- 
in his  grasp,  and  was,  as  an  instructor,  highly  re- 
garded by  all  who  studied  under  his  care.  He  is 
in  political  alHliation  a  Democrat  and  has  occu- 
pied with  honor  and  fidelity  sevei-al  offleial  posi- 
tions of  trust.  For  four  successive  terms  he  served 
as  Su|)e_rvisor  of  Niies  Township,  and  was  an  ar- 
*  dent  advocate  of  local  progress  and  improvement. 
For  four  terms  he  most  acceptably  discliarged  the 
duties  of  Township  Treasurer.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a 
popular  man,  well  and  highly  esteemed  as  a  friend 
and  citizen.     Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  St. 


Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
for  several  years  was  Master  of  the  lodge.  His 
work  and  influence,  beneficially  exerted  in  behalf 
of  the  best  interests  of  Berrien  County,  have  won 
htm  the  lasting  regard  of  the  entire  community 
by  whom  he  is  surrounded,  and  with  whom  be  has 
sustained  the  most  pleasant  relations  for  over 
thirty  yeare. 


JEREMIAH  V.  SHEPARD.  A  comparison 
has  often  been  drawn  between  New  York  and 
Michigan,  and  they  are  much  alike  in  intel- 
ligence, enterprise  and  productiveness,  while 
tbeir  natural  features,  made  notable  by  altitude, 
contiguity  to  the  lake  district,  and  abundance  of 
forest  and  mineral  wealth,  will  bear  close  compari- 
son. That  their~people  are  much  alike  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  Empire  State  has  given  freely  of 
sons  and  daughters  to  hel])  in  populating  this 
younger  one  in  the  sisterhood  of  States.  -Among 
those  who  claim  New  York  as  their  native  State  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch, 

Mr.  Shctiard  was  born  not  far  fi-om  Syracuse, 
November  30,  1HI9,  and  was  sixth  in  order  of  birth 
of  nine  children  born  to  Joseph  and  Lucy  (Vose) 
Shepard.  both  natives  of  Massachusetts  aud  of  old 
Puritan  stock.  Joseph  Shepard  was  horn  about 
twenty  miles  from  Boston  in  July,  1779,  aud  was  a 
minute-man  in  the  War  of  1812.  lie  was  a  stone- 
mason by  trade  and  followed  that  for  the  most  part 
until  bis  death  in  18G7.  His  last  wife  died  in  1881. 
Mr.  Shepard's  first  marriage  occurred  in  Massachu- 
setts to  Miss  Mary  Hayden,  who  bore  him  one  child, 
Mary.  The  latter  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
live  years.  Tlie  mother  of  this  child  died  when 
comparatively  a  j'oung  woman,  and  Mr.  Shepard 
took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Lucy  Vose. 

The  parents  had  born  to  tbenr  a  targe  family 
of  children.  Alvira  married  John  Phares,  a  shoe- 
maker, and  became  the  mother  of  eight  children; 
she  died  in  Syracuse^  in  1884,  at  aeventy-six  years 
of  age.  Polly  married  Asa  Hayden  and  bad  two 
children;  she  died  in  Syracuse  in  1855,  when  forty- 
four  years  of  age,    Hannah  married  Elias  Jacobs 
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and  four  cliiMien  were  born  to  tliem;  she  resides 
at  llanci'uft.  Eliza,  single,  makes  Iter  home  at  Syr- 
acuse,  N.  Y.  Josepli,  single,  died  in  1887,  wlien 
sixty-two  years  of  age.  John  mairicd  Miss  Zylva 
O'Oaiiiels,  and  went  West  to  Illinois,  where  lie  died 
in  1878,  when  flfty-six  years  of  age;  they  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children.  Diantha  was  married 
twice,  firet  to  a  Mr.  Padden,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  and  then  to  a  Mr.  Duncan;  tliey  reside  in 
Syracuse.  Orlando  married  Miss  ISarah  Smack, 
atid  resides  near  Grand  Rapids.  They  had  four 
children,  all  boys,  and  two  of  them  twins. 

During  his  youthful  days  our  subject  had  lim- 
ited edncational  advantages,  for  most  of  his  time 
was  taken  up  in  assisLing  his  father  make  a  living. 
When  slill  quite  young  lie  started  out  to  fight  his 
own  way  in  life,  and  first  began  to  manufacture 
salt  in  a  small  way.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  boat- 
ing on  the  Erie  Canal,  also  followed  lumbering, 
and  afterward  cleared  upa  farm  in  Now  York  State, 
About  1841  ov  '42  lie  married  Miss  Statyra  Quick, 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  born  June  22,  1824,  and 
the  dauglitei'^of  Sylvester  Quick,  who  dropped  dead 
when  Mrs.  Shepard  was  but  a  child.  Her  half- 
brother,  Sylvester,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War 
and  was  killed  while  in  service.  Anotlier  of  her 
brothers,  Henry,  served  from  fii-st  to  last  during 
the  war  and  escaped  without  a  wound. 

In  1859  our  subject  brought  bis  family  from  the 
Stale  of  New  York  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Calvin  Townsliip,  where  he  resides  at  the 
present  time.  This  farm  be  has  cleared  and  im- 
proved and  now  it  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  in  the 
township.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  had  a  fam- 
ily of  childi-en.  Emma,  born  May  16,  1844,  mar- 
ried Mr.  Manning  Morse  and  became  the  mother 
of  three  children;  they  reside  in  Mason  Town- 
ship, this  county.  Charles,  born  in  1846,  enlisted  in 
the  army  and  died  while  in  service.  Clifton  died 
when  a  lad  of  eight  yeai'S.  Ella  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  Jessie  married  Allen  Moi'se,  whose 
father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cass  Coun  ty. 
This  daughter  is  now  living  with  her  father,  and 
her  husband  is  doing  business  in  Elkhart,  Ind. 
Etta  married  Louis  Lamb,  a  farmer  in  Calvin 
Township,  and  they  had  one  child,  Edna,  who 
died  when  not  yet  three  years  old. 


The  mother  of  the  above-mentioned  children 
died  May  7,  1889.  She  was  a  most  excellent  wo- 
man, a  devol«d  wife,  and  a  kind  and  loving  mother. 
Since  her  death  Mr.  Shepard  has  done  but  little 
work,  but  rents  his  farm.  One  of  his  daughters  is 
always  with  him,  keeping  his  house  and  making 
tiim  comfortable  and  contented  during  his  declin- 
ing years.  He  lias  ever  been  a  quiet,  assuming  man 
and  one  who  attends  strictly  to  business.  He  takes 
very  little  interest  in  public  affaire,  but  is  well  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  all.  Formerly  a  Whig,  he 
cast  bis  lot  with  the  Republican  party,  with  which 
lie  li,is  remained  ever  since.  While  living  in  New 
York  Stale  he  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance and  was  also  an  Odd  Fellow. 


ICHAKD  J.  HUYCK,  This  family  in 
America  came  originally  from  Holland, 
the  descendants  have  inherited  those 
of  character  which  made  their  an- 
cestors industrious  and  substantial  people.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Richard  Iluyck,  was 
born  in  the  Empire  State,  as  was  also  John  Huyck, 
the  fatiier  of  our  subject.  The  latter  married  Miss 
May  Christie,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  tlie 
daughter  of  Frederick  Christie.  Mr,  and  Mrs, 
John  Iluyck  were  married  in  their  native  State, 
and  in  1828  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  the 
wilds  of  Lenawee  County.  There  they  remained 
until  1836,  when  they  moved  to  Cass  County, 
settled  on  a  farm,  and  there  made  their  home  for 
a  few  years.  From  there  they  moved  loMarcellus, 
where  tlie  father  died  in  September,  1851,  and  the 
mother  in  December,  1852.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: Richard  J,;  Abijab;  Eveline,  now  Mi-s, 
Ingam;  and  Norman,  Both  held  membership  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  active  workers 
in  the  same. 

Richard  ,1.  Huyck,  the  original  of  this  notice, 
was  born  in  Sidney  Township,  Delaware  County, 
N,  Y,,  on  the  21st  of  February,  1811.     His  early 
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life  was  passed  on  a  farm,  and  all  his  scholastic 
training  was  received  in  liia  native  State.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  1832,  and  as  he  had  partly 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  New  York,  lie 
worktd  at  this  fur  some  time.  His  happy  do- 
mestic relations  began  in  1836,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  Fellows,  a  native  of  Luzerne 
Connty,  I'a.,  born  March  19,  1818,  and  the 
daughter  of  Abel  and  Dorcas  (Hopkins)  Fellows, 
the  father  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  mother 
of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellows  were 
married  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  later  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  on  a  new  farm  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  they  made  a  permanent  home. 
His  death  occurred  in  1833,  and  here  in  1866.  Mr. 
Fellows  served  the  three  last  years  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to  this 
worthy  couple,  five  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Several  of  their  sons  served  in  tlie  lilaek  Hawk 
War. 

For  one  year  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Iluyck  resided  in  Kalamazoo,  but  they  then  moved 
to  Cass  County,  settled  on  a  farm,  and  have  re- 
sided on  this  ever  since.  Mr.  Iluyck  first  engaged 
in  mei-chandising.  followed  this  for  Ave  or  six 
years,  but  then  turned  his  attentitm  to  agricul- 
tural pui-suits,  which  have  been  his  chief  occupa- 
tion since.  Although  well  along  in  years,  he  still 
owns  and  operates  his  farm.  He  has  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres  in  tlie  home  place,  and  one  liun- 
dred  and  thirty  acres  one  mile  from  there.  He  is 
engaged  exclusively  in  mixed  farming,  and  is 
wide-awake  and  thorough -going.  With  care  and 
|M!rseveranee  he  has  attended  to  his  large  farm, 
and  with  energy  and  thoroughness  his  successful 
results  have  been  reached,  until  now,  past  the  age 
usually  allotted  to  man,  lie  is  in  possession  of  a 
competence  fully  sufficient  to  warrant  him  in  pass- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  days  in  peace  and  comfort. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huyek  became  the-  parents  of 
seven  children,  only  four  of  whom  now  survive. 
Frances  E.,  wife  of  William  Anderson,  deceased, 
resides  in  Cass  County;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  S.  G. 
Toof,  resides  in  Decatur;  Alva  H.  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lewis,  and  resides  in  Decatur;  he  is 
cashier  of  the  bank;  and  Ella  M.,  wife  of  L.  W. 
Dolloff,  makes  her  home  in  Denver,  Colo,  Mr. 
33 


Huyck  has  always  been  interested  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  not  satisfied  to  have  his  children 
quit  with  a  common-school  education,  but  sent 
them  off  to  finish  their  schooling.  The  son  grad- 
uated from  Eastman's  Business  College  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Huyck  has  shown  his  apprecia- 
tion of  secret  organizations  by  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Good  Templars,  being  the  first  Worthy  Cliicf 
in  the  lodge.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  served  as  School  Inspector,  and  has  held 
other  offices.  He  has  ever  been  active  in  political 
affairs,  anil  previous  to  the  war  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  Since  then  he  has  been  a  Re- 
publican. For  a  number  of  years  he  was  Town- 
ship Clerk,  and  was  also  Postmaster  at  Little 
Prairie  Rondc,  he  being  the  first  one  appointed  to 
that  office  under  Van  Buren's  administration. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1892,  this  much  es- 
teemed gentleman  fell  and  fractured  his  hip,  and 
has  since  been  an  invalid.  His  son,  Alva,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  held 
the  position  of  hospital  steward.  He  served  one 
year,  and  after  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee's  array, 
he,  with  his  regiment,  was  sent  to  Salt  Lake  City. 


-^mm^mmp^ 


\|(„,.^0N.  JACOB  .1.  VAN  RIPER,  Judge  of  the 
l^i;  Probate  Court  of  Berrien  County,  has  for 
!a)0^  a  number  of  years  been  one  of  the  most 
^^  distinguished  men  in  tlie  public  life  of 
Michigan,  and  is  probably  better  known  through- 
out the  State,  at  least  by  reputation,  than  any 
other  citizen  of  Berrien  County.  As  a  Repub- 
lican, he  wields  a  potential  induence  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  party;  as  an  attorney,  he  is  keen  and 
foi-ceful;  as  a  judge,  he  Is  wise,  impartial  and 
learned;  while  in  every  relation  of  life,  both  pri- 
vate and  public,  he  has  acquitted  himself  aa  an 
honorable,  upright  man. 

Some  facts  concerning  the  life  of  this  well- 
known  and  eminent  man  will  he  of  interest  to  our 
readere.  He  was  born  in  Haverstraw  Rockland 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1838.     His 
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fatlier,  Joliii  A,  Van  Ri[ter,  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey in  1811,  and  was  tlie  son  of  Abraliam  Van 
Riper,  an  early  settle!'  of  New  York,  his  ancestors 
having  settled  in  America  during  Colonial  days. 
Th(!  father  of  our  subject  was  engaged  extensiveiy 
as  a  manufacture!'  of  woolen  goods,  and  was  also 
an  inventor  of  some  vepnte.  He  married  Leah, 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  Zabriskc,  of 
Patei'son,  N,  J.,  and  many  years  afterwai-d,  in 
1856,  moved  from  New  York  City  to  LaGrange, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  he  erected  a  woolen 
mill  for  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  His 
death  occuri'cd  in  1886, and  his  wife  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  at  Dowagiac 

The  third  in  a  family  of  eight  children  (five 
sons  and  Ihi-ce  daughters),  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  New  York  City,  after  which  he  at- 
tended Charlotteville  Institute.  During  the 
winter  of  1860-61  he  read  law  in  the  office  of 
James  M.  Spencer,  of  Dowagiac,  Mich,,  after  which 
he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  lie 
was  admitted  to  tiie  Bar  at  Cassopolis  in  iSG'd, 
and  opened  an  office  foi  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Dowagiac.  In  1881  he  was  admitted  as 
an  attorney  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Stated  at  Washington. 

In  1872  our  subject  located  in  Buchanan,  Iter- 
rien  County,  where  be  conducted  a  general  law 
practice  until  he  removed  to  Niles,  in  1887.  In 
January  of  1893  he  came  to  Berrien  Springs, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  has  held  manj'  posi- 
tions high  in  county  and  State  [lolitical  life,  and 
has  been  the  recipient  of  many  honors  from  his 
fellow -citizens.  In  1876  he  was  elected  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  of  Berrien  County,  and  served  for 
two  terms  of  two  years  each.  Under  the  admin- 
istration of  Governor  Croswetl  he  was  appointed 
Regent  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  held 
that  position  for  six  years.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he 
was  elected  Attorney -General  of  Michigan,  and 
was  i-e-elected  in  1882,  serving  in  ail  four  years. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  is  now  the  incumbent  of 
this  ofHce, 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Van  Riper   occurred  in 


1858,  ,-)nd  united  liim  with  Miss  Emma  E.  Bron- 
ner,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  but  at  tlie  time 
of  ho-r  marriage  was  residing  in  Cass  County, 
Midi.  Her  |>ai-ents  were  Jacob  and  Mary  (Noi'- 
ton)  Bronner.  natives  of  New  York.  Judge  and 
Mis.  Van  Kiper  are  the  parents  of  three  childi-en, 
namely:  Luella,  wife  of  A,  Worthington,  a 
prominent  lawyer  residing  in  liuchanan;  Cassius 
M.,  also  a  lawyer,  who  makes  his  homo  in  Three 
Oaks,  Mich.;  and  Adah,  who  is  at  home.  The 
family  residence  is  a  conveniently-arranged  and 
cozily -furnished  house  located  in  Berrien  Springs. 
In  liis  fraternal  relations,  the  Judge  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  lie  has  attained  a  degree  of 
success  beyond  that  which  rewards  tlie  efforts  of 
the  majoiity  of  men,  but,  notwithstanding  his 
pi'osperity,  he  maintains  the  same  geniality  of 
manner  and  kindness  of  disposition  which  char- 
acterized him  in  former  years.  In  all  respects  he 
is  a  typical  American,  free  From  ostentation,  and 
of  easy  approach— a  man  from  the  people,  of  the 
people,  and  for  the  people. 


J' AMES  E.  GOULD.  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is 
conspicuous  for  its  magniflcent  farms  that 
are  faultless  in  the  way  of  management  and 
the  order  in  which  they  are  kept.  Those  in 
Volinia  Township  are  especially  advantageously 
located,  the  land  being  rolling  and  well  watered, 
fertile  and  productive.  No  oneis  to  be  more  com- 
plimented on  the  perfect  method  and  order  with 
which  his  agricultural  affairs  ai'e  conducted  than 
he  whoso  name  is  given  above.  Mr.  Gould  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  32,  where  lie  has 
a  line  home,  the  house  being  commodious  and 
attractive,  with  capacious  a 
granaries.  The  fields  ai-e  v 
ductive  and  consist  of  o 
eighty-seven  acres. 

Our  subject  is  adescenda 
inent  Massachusetts   family,  in    which   Stale   his 


'eil-filled  barns  and 
ide-spreading  and  pro- 
cr   two   hundred  and 
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parents,  James  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Quimby)  Gould, 
were  bovn,  tlic  former  April  23,  171)8,  and  tlie 
latter  in  1 797.  Tlie  paternal  grandfatliei',  William 
Gould,  was  a  native  of  the  old  Hay  Slate,  and  was 
11  farmer  and  blacksmitli  by  occupation.  Tlie 
niateinal  giandfallier,  Zacliaiiali  Quimby.  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  and  tliere  followed  fanning  for 
many  years.     He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Tlie  parents  of  our  subject  were  inmates  of  a 
Shaker  village  in  Massachusetts,  and  were  obliged 
to  run  away  to  marry.  They  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y..  and  remained  there  until 
the  spring  of  1846,  when  they  started  Westward. 
They  found  their  way  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in 
the  wilds  of  Cass  County.  Mr.  Gould  cut  the  first 
road  in  hei'e  from  the  old  Government  I'oad.  At 
that  time  there  was  Only  one  house  between  his 
place  and  Young's  Prairie.  He  erected  a  log  house, 
and  after  partly  clearing  the  farm,  moved  close  to 
the  southern  line  of  Vollnia  Township,  where  he 
ma<le  a  i>ermanent  iiome.  This  much-esteemed  and 
prominent  pioneer  died  in  October,  1866,  and  his 
wife  in  February,  1871».  He  was  industrious  and 
enterprising,  and  allliough  when  became  to  Michi- 
gan he  had  but  little  of  this  world's  goods,  he  soon 
gathered  around  him  many  of  the  comforts  of  life. 
Itoth  were  members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church 
and  active  workers  in  the  same.  Six  of  their 
seven  children  are  now  living:  Mi-s.  Minerva 
Townsend,  Mrs.  Permelia  Tietsort,  Mrs.  Harriet 
Tictsort.  Mrs.  Maria  Clark,  Mrs.  Diana  Gibbs  and 
James  K. 

The  last-named  was  fourth  in  order  of  birth, 
born  June  19,  1839,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,and 
was  seven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Michigan, 
He  grew  to  manhooil  in  the  wilderne^,  received 
his  scholastic  training  in  the  common  schools,and 
remained  under  the  home  roof  until  eighteen  yeai-s 
of  age.  On  tiie  6th  of  September,  1857,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Christiana  lileacher,  a  native  of  Lancas- 
ter County,  Pa.,  born  June  15,  1840.  Her  parent.'), 
Daniel  and  Mary  (Barr)  Bleacher,  were  both  natives 
of  the  Keystone  State.  They  came  to  Michigan 
in  1845,  settled  on  La  Grange  Prairie,  and  there 
passed  tlie  remainder  of  their  days.  Their  union 
resulted  in  tlie  birtli  of  twelve  children,  six  of 
whom   are   now   living;  Mrs.  Maria   Smith,  Mrs. 


Susan  Shanafelt,  MrS.  Fannie  Blackman,  Mis. 
Esther  Uarnaby.  Mrs.  Sarali  Bleacher  and  Mi-s. 
Gould.  Both  father  and  mother  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  was  a  Republican  in 
politics. 

After  marriage,  Mr.  Gould  settled  in  Volinia 
Township,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
spent  in  Jersey  County,  111.,  and  one  year  in  Cal- 
houn County,  Iowa,  he  has  resided  here  since. 
Five  children  blessed  his  union:  Lowell  E.,  who 
married  Miss  Belle  Morris;  Ira  L,,  Jennie  S.,  James 
Newton  and  Minnie.  All  these  children  have  had 
good  educational  advantages  and  are  [iossessed  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  Mr.  Gould  has  been 
connected  with  the  School  Board  for  twenty  years 
and  is  now  Modemtor.  He  is  the  owner  of  over 
two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  of  land,  all 
in  a  body,  and  all  but  about  ten  aci-es  improved. 
He  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rala- 
ing,  and  recently  sold  a  team  of  his  own  raising 
for  $1,000.  He  buys,  sells  and  raises  Hne  horses, 
of  the  -Dauntless"  and  "Post  Boy"  stock,  and 
sold  a  span  of  blacks  for  $750.  Socially,  Mr. 
Gould  is  a  Mason.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Anti- 
Horse  Thief  Associ.ation,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  four  years,  and  he  also  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  Volinia  Farmers'  Club,  In  politics 
be  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  liist  Presidential 
vole  for  Ahraliaiii  Lincoln.  He  is  frequently  a 
delegate  to  conventions,  etc.,  and  is  a  man  of 
■sound  understanding  and  excellent  judgment. 
Both  arc  members  of  the  Progressive  Brethren 
Church  in  Penn  Township. 


'^r- 


jK^IMMEY  SIIANAHAN,  a  prosperous  general 
3^      agriculturist    and    enterprising    citizen    of 

<^i\  Ontwa  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a 
^^  native  of  Milton  Township,  and  a  well- 
known  and  lifetime  resident  of  the  State,  He 
was  born  February  20,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Ed- 
w.ird  and  Rebecca  Moore  (Klmmey)  Shanahan. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Cliflford  Shanahan,  was 
a  farmer  of   Delaware,  the  Slate  of  his  nativity 
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and  his  abiding-place  tlimuglioiit  his  life.  He 
was  born  Febrnaiy  8,  1764,  and  was  a  man  of  up- 
right character,  energetic  and  capable.  His  wife, 
Eleanor  (Colburn)  Slianahan,  born  February  4, 
1773,  bore  liim  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  she 
reared  to  maturity.  Frances,  the  eldest  daughter, 
married  Mr.  Smith  first,  and  afterward  wedded  a 
second  husband,  Capt.  Henry  I^c  Massey,  a  Rev- 
olutionary soldier,  through  whose  deatli  she  be- 
came a  pensioner  of  the  War  of  1776.  Peter,  the 
.second-born,  died  in  Niles.  Elizabeth  was  twice 
married,  lirsl  to  A.  Smith,  and  the  second  time 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Gabriel  Odell.  Clif- 
ford was  Judge  Slianahan,  of  Cassopoiis.  Edward 
passed  away  in  Wisconsin,  but  was  bnried  in 
Edwardsburgh;  and  Eleanor  became  Mrs.  Hirons. 
Mrs.  Clifford  .Slianahan  married  a  Mr.  Allen  for 
her  second  husband,  and  bore  hiin  one  child, 
Nancy  W.  Slie  was  a  worthy  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Edward  Hhanahan,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  Mai-ch  5,  1806. 
lie  was  a  sHccessful  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  in  1832 
joined  the  tide  of  early  emigration  to  the  then 
far  West,  with  his  wife  and  three  children  travel- 
ing to  Michigan  in  a  two- wheeled  cart  drawn 
by  two  horses.  The  family  were  six  weeks  on  the 
way,  and,  tired  and  worn, settled  in  Milton  Town- 
ship. Here  the  father,  entering  forty  acres  of 
land,  began  to  carve  his  upwai-d  way,  and  long 
before  his  death  had  accumulated  nine  hundred 
jicres  of  valuable  land.  He  finely  im|iroved  a 
farm  of  one  hundi-ed  and  twenty  acres  and  also 
brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  a  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acre  ti-act.  He  later  sold  all 
hia  real  estate  in  Michigan,  and,  removing  to 
Adams  County,  Wis.,  there  purchased  twelve  hun- 
dred acies  of  land.  He  died  October  24,  1891, 
and  was  buried  at  Edwardsburgh.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  better  world  October  24,  1889. 
The  father  was  a  Whig  in  early  years  and  later  a 
Republican.  He  received  political  office,  being 
sent  from  the  southern  part  of  the  State  iu  1861 
as  Representative.  In  religions  affiliation  he  was 
from  1843  a  member  of  the  Close-Communion  Bap- 
tists. He  was  the  fatlier  of  fifteen  children,  eleven 
of  whom  survived  to  adult  age. 


Joseph  K.  was  the  eldest.  William  L.  died  at 
twenty  years  of  age.  Sarah  K.  was  twice  married, 
her  first  husband  being  Mr,  Tittle,  her  second 
Charles  Kimmey,  Alexander  entered  the  Elev- 
enth United  States  Infantry  and  died  in  the  hos- 
pital in  Richmond,  Va.,  October  20,  1865.  Julia 
A.  Raymond  resides  in  Centerville,  Henry  M.  en- 
tered Company  M,  fourth  Michigan  Cavaky,  as 
Corporal.  He  survived  the  war  and  is  a  citizen  of 
Adams  County,  Wis.  Clifford,  the  seventh  child, 
lives  in  Adams  County,  Wis,  Judson  D.  isalso  lo- 
cated in  Wisconsin.  I>ouise  Taylor  died  in  Wiscon- 
sin, and  was  buried  in  Michigan.  Edward  makes  his 
home  in  Wisconsin.  Kimmey  is  our  subject.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
Del.,  July  13,  1810.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Moore)  Kimmey.  Her  father 
was  tlie  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Shields)  Kim- 
mey, who  lived  in  Delaware  and  died  December  22, 
1802,  aged  forty-nine  years.  James  Kimmey  was 
born  July  17,  1779,  in  Delaware,  where  he  served 
with  brave  fidelity  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  after- 
ward passed  away.  May  5,  1851.  He  was  a  planter 
and  a  slave-owner,  but  would  never  sell  and  at 
maturity  set  his  slaves  free.  He  twice  entered 
the  bonds  of  wedlock.  His  lirst  wife  bore  liim  Jo- 
seph and  Alex,  both  of  whom  died  unmarried; 
Elizabeth  Wallace;  Susan,  who  died  young;  Re- 
becca M.;  and  Mary  A.  Raymond.  The  second 
wife,  Juliann  A,  Laws,  was  the  mother  of  James, 
Sarah  Jackson,  Deborah  Roberts,  houiaa  I'ostles 
ftud  Juliann  Davis.  The  grandparents  of  Mr. 
Shanahan  were  English. 

Our  subject,  Kimmey  Shanahan,  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  began  to 
make  his  *ay  in  life  on  a  farm  when  only  twenty 
years  of  age.  His  first  farm  of  eighty  acres  was 
bought  in  1883,  and  in  1884  he  bought  his  father's 
homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
he  afterward  disposed  of,  then  purchasing  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  where  he  now  resides. 
His  wife  also  owns  ninety-six  acres  of  valuable 
land.  Mr.  Shanahan  was  married  December  .5, 
1874,  to  Miss  Alice  E.  .lacks,  who  was  born 
where  she  now  lives,  September  14,  1851.  Mrs, 
Shanahan  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  L.  ami  Al- 
vira  J.  (Penwell)  Jacks.     Hev  grandfather,  Rob- 
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ert  Jacks,  son  of  Allen  antl  lsnbt;ll  (Canitliei-s) 
Jacks,  raarried  Ann  Itoijmsoti.  Tlie  grandfather 
was  born  in  March,  1766,  and  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania Novemlicr  IS,  1833.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  served  with  courage  in  tlie  War  of 
1812.  His  good  wife,  born  .January  4,  1782,  died 
April  3,  1868.  Siie  was  tlio  mother  of  len  childi-en: 
Allen,  wlio  wa&  killed  at  nineteen  years  of  ago  by 
a  falling  tree;  Christian,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two;  Joseph;  Eliza;  Robert  C,  who  died  in 
Wisconsin;  James M.,  who  also  died  in  Wisconsin; 
Isabelle;  Eleanor  Sturgeon;  John;  and  Alex  A., 
who  died  at  Niles.  Grandmother  Jacks  was  a 
stanch  Presbyterian.  The  fatlier  of  Mrs.  Shana- 
han,  Joseph  L.  Jacks,  was  born  May  18,  1804,  in 
Eri«  County,  Pa.,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  lie 
served  for  about  five  days  in  the  Black  Hawk  War 
and  was  a  Corporal. 

In  1827  Joseph  J.acks  went  to  Chantauqua 
County,  N.  V.,  and  was  married.  In  1829  he 
went  U)  Detroit,  and  journoycd  thence  by  wagon 
to  Edwaidsburgh,  i-eaeliing  his  destination  on  the 
4th  of  July  and  arriving  in  the  midst  of  a  cele- 
bration. He  was  ap|K>inted  the  first  Clerk  of  llio 
County  by  Gov.  Cnss,  and  held  the  position  two 
years.  In  1831,  he  was  elected  the  lirst  Assessor 
of  (Intwa  Township,  when  it  coni[)riried  half  of  the 
county.  It  took  him  five  days  to  make  the  assess- 
ment. He  was  a  leading  man,  a  Democrat,  and 
also  served  as  Sni>er visor, ably  aiding  in  the  devel- 
opment and  rapid  progress  of  Cass  County.  He 
pursued  agriculture  on  various  farms  until  184C, 
when  he  located  permanently  on  two  hundred 
and  sixteen  acres  on  section  4,  Ontwa  Township, 
which  he  highly  improved.  Iledied  on  the  home- 
stead, January  7,  1885.  He  was  first  married  to 
Susannah  Silsboe,  who  bore  him  two  children: 
Jane  A.,  who  was  Mrs.  Cheney  and  afterward  be- 
came Mrs.  Jordan;  and  John  S.,  of  Kne  County, 
Pu.  The  second  wife  of  Joseph  Jacks  was  the 
moliierof  three  children:  Mary  A.  Harwood;  Alice 
E.  Shanahan;  and  Belle,  who  died  at  nineteen 
years  of  age.  The  Jacks  are  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. The  second  wife,  born  in  Hancock  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  October  17,  1824,  was  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Anna  (Tyner)  Penwell,  farming  peo- 
ple of  English  origin.     Aivira  J.  (Pen  well)  Jacks 


passed  to  her  rest  January  23,  1872.  She  was  in 
religious  beliefa  Presbyterian,  and  was  a  most  ex- 
cellent woman.  Our  subject  is  liberal  in  religion, 
and  his  estimable  wife  and  son  are  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  have  one 
son,  Lisle,  born  Seplemlier  28,  1875.  An  intelli- 
gent and  nmbitions  young  man,  he  has  a  bright 
future  before  him. 


'  Ji^^>i  ^  ■  ^  ,tC^^» 


^M'  SAHEL  D.  NORTHROP,  a  pi-ominent  old 
IMOI    settler  of  Cass  County  and  a  leading  and 
jll  a'    successful    farmer    of    Calvin     Township, 
^C  was    born    in  Rutland    County,  Vt.,  Feb- 

ruary 13,  1822,  and  was  the  eldest  in  a  family 
of  nine  children,  there  being  seven  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  father,  Amos  Northrop,  was  lK>ni 
in  Rutland  County,  Vt,  January  4,  1799,  and  was 
the  son  of  Samuel  Northrop,  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut and  a  member  of  an  old  Puritan  family.  Early 
in  life  he  went  to  Vermont,  and  it  is  said  that  he 
served  in  the  war  for  independence,  but  in  what 
capacity  wc  cannot  state,  probably  as  teamster. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  passed  his 
closing  days  in  Vermont,  where  he  died  at  a  good 
old  age.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  and  opposed 
to  slavery,  while  iiis  religious  connections  were 
with  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife,  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subject,  was  also  a  meml>cr  of  the 
liaptist  Church.  Slie  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
son  Amos  in  1838,  and  died  here  a  year  later.  The 
grandfather  died  in  1827. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Electa  Rudd,  was 
bom  in  Vermont,  being  the  daughter  of  IJerrick 
Rudd,  a  member  of  a  large  and  prominent  family 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  who,  after  the  death 
of  his  wife,  went  to  New  York  State,  where  he 
died.  A  farmer  by  occupation,  he  was  quite  suc- 
cessful in  his  agricultural  o[>crations  and  accumu- 
lated a  hai>dsome  property.  He  had  nine  children, 
and  his  sons  were  principally  occupied  as  carpen- 
ters and  farmers.  In  1821  Amos  Northrop  .and 
Electa  Rudd  were  married,  in  1836  he  came 
to   Michigan,  and,  being  a  man  of  some  means,  he 
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purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  partly  in  Calvin 
and  partly  in  Penn  Townships,  a  portion  of  which 
ia  included  in  the  farm  of  our  subject. 

After  purchasing  this  land,  Amos  Noilhrop  re- 
turned to  the  East,  and  in  1838,  accompanied  by 
his  family,  he  started  West  overland,  but  when 
they  readied  Buffalo  they  took  a  boat  to  Toledo 
and  finally  reached  their  new  home  in  the  then 
wilderness  of  Calvin  Township.  He  was  a  hard- 
working man,  possessing  more  than  ordinary  bus- 
iness ability,  a  much-esteemed  citizen,  and  did  his 
full  share  toward  converting  the  wilderness  into  a 
prosperous  farming  community.  At  the  place 
where  he  settled  in  1838  he  departed  this  life  in 
1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  wife's 
demise  preceded  his  own  some  ten  years,  it  having 
occurred  on  the  3d  of  March,  1873, 

So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  gatheratthislate 
day  from  the  survivors,  this  is  the  history  of  the 
pioneer  family  of  Northrops,  but  though  incom- 
plete it  is  suflicient  to  show  the  sturdy  old  New 
England  stock  that  helped  to  build  up  the  great 
West.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Amos  and 
Electa  Northrop,  as  stated  above,  A.  D.  was  the 
eldest,  William  B.,  the  second  in  order  of  birth, 
went  forth  to  battle  for  his  country  in  the  Civil 
War,  being  a  member  of  the  First  Michigan  Sharp- 
shooters, Ho  lost  a  limb  at  Petersburg  and  died 
in  the  hospital  at  Ft.  Schuyler,  K.  Y.,  fi-om  the  ef- 
fects of  the  wound.  He  left  a  wife,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters  to  mourn  his  loss. 

Amos  F.,  the  third  son  of  tliis  family,  is  now 
living  in  Calvin  Township,  where  he  is  a  promi- 
nent farmer.  Spofford  B.  is  a  farmer  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Michigan.  Sei-eiius  died  in  infancy. 
Cerena  married  .John  Thorp  and  died  soon  after 
the  close  of  the  late  war.  A.  Judson  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  War  and  was  wounded  in  the  early 
part  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  but  refused  to 
leave  the  ranks.  He  was  again  struck  by  a  rebel 
ball  and  instantly  killed,  finding  an  unknown 
grave  on  that  bloody  battlefield.  He  was  an  un- 
married man  and  about  twenty-five  veal's  of  age 
at  tlie  time  he  was  killed.  .Saraph  was  married  to 
Thomas  Shaw  and  died  soon  afterward.  Marvin 
A.  enlisted  in  the  First  Michigan  Sharps  I  lOOters  and 
was  taken  ill  and  died  in  a  liospital  in  Chicago. 


A.  D.  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in  1838.  He 
gi-ew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm,  his  time 
being  employed  in  a  manner  similar  to  other  pio- 
neer lads,  and  as  he  received  the  advantage  of  a 
fair  education  he  utilized  his  knowledge  by  fol- 
lowing the  profession  of  a  teacher  for  some  years. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  twenty-three 
years  ot  age,  when  he  married  Harriet  Sherrill,  the 
ceremony  which  united  their  destinies  being  sol- 
emnized on  the  I7th  of  June,  1845.  The  family 
of  which  she  was  a  member  was  early  i-epresentcd 
in  Michigan,  having  come  hither  from  New  York, 
her  native  State.  Of  this  union  tliei-e  were  horn 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Ira  D.,  the  eldest, 
received  a  good  education  and  learned  telegraphy, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years,  but  is  now  Clerk 
of  Stafford  County,  Kan.,  where  he  has  resided  for 
some  years.  He  married  Josephine  Hines  and  they 
have  six  children,  of  whom  there  are  living  one  son 
and  two  daughters.  PcrsisC.was  for  a  time  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools,  hut  died  at  the  early  age  of 
nineteen  years.  Lora  C.  married  PhJneas  Hull,  at 
her  death,  which  occurred  in  November,  1879,  leav- 
ing one  daughter.  She  had  had  a  splendid  musical 
education  and  was  a  proficient  pianist,  engaging 
for  some  yeai-s  in  teaching  music,  Frisby  F.,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  married  Gcnia  Stage,  and 
they  have  had  three  sons.  Tlie  mother  of  these 
four  children  died  August  31,  1858. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Northrop  took 
place  on  the  29th  of  February,  1860,  and  united 
him  with  Miss  Ijiura  Leo,  a  native  of  Indiana 
and  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Lovina  Lee. 
The  Lee  family  was  for  many  years  quite  promi- 
nent in  the  liistory  of  Tennessee  and  was  repre- 
sented in  Indiana  during  the  pioneer  history  of 
that  State,  whence  removal  was  made  to  Michigan 
in  183.5.  Nathan  Leo,  the  grandfather  ot  Mrs. 
Northrop,  was  a  leading  Quaker  and  knew  much  of 
the  workings  of  the  "underground  railroad"  in 
slavery  times,  and  many  a  poor  runaway  slave 
found  in  htm  a  true  friend. 

Five  children  were  born  to  bless  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Northrop.  Casus  M.  married,  but  is 
now  a  widower  without  children ;  Le  Roy  Judson 
married   Hattie  Stephens,  and    of  that  union  one 
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daughter  was  bom;  lie  died  April  7,  1892,  his  wife 
liaving  passed  away  in  tlie  Novembei  previous. 
Walter  M.  is  a.  single  man  and  a  cabinet-niakt;r  by 
trade,  .1,  C.  is  a.  gi-aduate  ot  the  Cassopolts  High 
Scliool  and  a  teacher  by  profession,  now  i-esiding 
witli  iiis  parents.  Orley,  the  youngest  child,  is 
being  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  is  a 
promising  youtli. 

In  184.')  Mr.  Nortlirop  built  a  log  liouse  on  llie 
faim  where  lie  now  lives.  His  farm  is  now  oneof 
tlie  finest  in  Calvin  Township,  and  it«  splendid 
improvements  are  almost  entirely  tlie  work  of  his 
hands.  During  the  fifty-five  jears  he  lias  lived  in 
tliis  townsliip  he  has  done  much  toward  building 
up  llie  comity.  lie  has  served  in  nuraeions  posi- 
tions of  trust,  having  been  Township  Clerk,  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Hoard  and  also  filling  other 
important  jjositions.  First  a  Whig,  he  joined  the 
Ite|)ubliean  party  when  it  w.is  organized,  but  of 
late  ycai-s  h.as  been  identiHcd  witli  the  Prohibition 
party,  having  l>een  a  lifelong  temperance  man. 
He  is  doing  all  in  his  [rawer  to  crush  the  liquor 
traffic  and  has  accomplished  not  it  little  through  his 
[lersonal  efforts.  He  hits  taken  some  interest  in 
the  Orange  and  the  Farmers' Alliance,  lie  and 
his  wife  are  exemplary  membei-s  of  tlie  Free-will 
Itaptist  Church  and  are  honombie,  devoted  Chris- 
tians, proving  by  the  nobility  of  their  lives  the 
depth  of  their  religious  belief.  As  ho  spends  the 
evening  of  Ids  days  in  his  pleasant  and  happy 
home  he  can  look  b.ack  upon  a  long  life  that  h.as 
been   well  sjient  in  the  service  of  his  fellow-men. 


60RNELU1S  TAPPKN,an  earlv  and  highly 
respected  resident  of  Marcellus  Township, 
has  for  nearly  two-score  years  profitably 
cultivated  the  soil  of  Cass  County,  Mich.  Our 
subject  is  a  native  of  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y.,  and, 
born  in  1812,  remained  in  the  P^mpire  State  until 
he  had  reached  mature  years.  His  parents,  Tunis 
and  Elizabeth  (Ryndei-s)  Tappen,  were  born  in 
DutchessCounty,  N.  Y,    Eleven  children  clustered 


about  the  fireside  of  the  father  and  mother,  who 
reared  tlieir  sons  and  daughter  up  to  habits  of 
industrious  thrift.  Cornelius  was  the  second  eld- 
est of  the  family,  and  throngh  boyhood  and  early 
manhood  .assisted  his  parents  and  self-reliantly  be- 
gan the  work  of  life.  In  1836,  when  about  twen- 
ty-three years  of  age,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Harp, 
and  during  the  same  year  located  in  Ohio.  For 
eighteen  years  our  subject  remained  in  the  Ruck- 
eye  Ktate,  but  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  re- 
solved to  try  his  fortune  in  the  farther  West,  and 
with  his  wife  and  family  emigrated  to  Michigan, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tajipcn  made  their  home  in 
Cass  County  their  me.ans  were  very  limited,  and 
tbey  suffered  many  privations.  They  settled  in 
the  timber  and  developed  a  farm.  Much  hard 
work  was  required  to  bring  the  land  profitably 
under  cultivation,  but  ere  long  Mr,  Tappen  im- 
proved sixty  acres,  and  gradually  more  easy  and 
comfortable  times  resulted  from  the  bounteous 
harvest  yielded  by  the  fertile  soil  of  Michigan. 
Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  were  surround- 
ed with  a  family  of  five  children.  Two  sons  and 
two  daughters  lived  to  years  of  maturity.  Rhoda 
A,,  the  eldest-born,  became  the  wife  of  Erastus 
Hicks.  Henry  grew  up  to  manhood,  and  during 
the  Civil  War  enlisted  in  tlie  service  of  the  (Gov- 
ernment, and  faithfully  fought  for  the  Union. 
He  met  with  an  accident  that  caused  liis  death. 
Harlow  died  single.  Isiuic,  the  youngest,  lived  to 
marry  and  become  the  father  of  a  family.  He  died 
in  St,  Joseph  County,  Mich,,  and  left  three  chil- 
dren to  mourn  his  loss, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tappen  have  l>cen  man  and  wife 
for  fifty-seven  years  and  are  yet  both  hale  and 
hearty.  Spending  their  hours  in  useful  toil,  tbey 
have  cheerfully  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
day,  and  in  the  evening  of  their  lives  can  with 
satisfaction  review  the  nearly  three-score  years  in 
which  they  have  pleasantly  walked  together  side 
by  side.  Witii  kindly  word  and  deed  they  have 
endeared  themselves  to  a  host  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. Locating  in  Michigan  in  1854,  they 
have  since  that  date  been  identified  with  the  his- 
tory and  progress  of  Cass  County,  and  have  been 
intimately  associated  with    the  changes    and    ad- 
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nt  incidental  to  the  long  period  ot  their 
residence  in  Marcellus  Township.  In  political  af- 
filiation Mr.  Tappen  has  ever  been  a  strong  Dem- 
ocrat and  lias  invariablj'  cast  his  vote  with  the 
"Party  of  the  People"  from  his  twenty-first  birth- 
day. Withou.t  desiriug  political  promotion,  he 
kept  himself  well  informed  upon  affairs  of  local 
and  national  importance  and  lias  ever  been  a 
public-spirited  and  upright  citizen. 


-^= 


^(^JALENTINE  HAAS  isanearly  settler  of  Ber- 
(fe#  rien  County,  and  a  practical  and  energetic 
W  farmer,  well  posted  in  all  the  details  of  gen- 
eral agriculture.  He  also  successfully  handles 
a  high  grade  of  stock.  By  birtli  a  Pennsylvanian, 
our  subject  was  born  in  Juniata  County,  December 
3,  1831.  He  resides  upon  section  9,  Bertrand 
Township,  in  which  locality  be  has  lived  for  thirty- 
nine  years.  His  parents,  Eli  and  Catherine  (Keeley) 
Haas,  were  highly  respected  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  witliin  the  boundaries  of  tliat  State 
reared  their  family. 

Eli  Haas  was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Md., 
and  the  paternal  grandfather,  Valentine  Haas,  was 
a' native  of  Virginia.  The  birthplace  of  Mrs.  Haas 
was  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa,  Her  father,  .John 
Keeley,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  a  man 
of  sterling  integrity  of  character,  thrifty  and  in- 
dustrious. The  parents  of  Valentine  Haas  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Pennsylvania,  and  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  Juniatji  County.  Here  they  pur- 
sued the  even  tenor  of  their  lives,  the  father 
season  after  season  cultivating  the  soil  of  the  old 
homestead.  At  sixty-five  years  of  age  he  peace- 
fully passed  away,  mourned  hy  all  who  knew  him. 
The  mother,  who  survived  to  reach  seventy-five 
years,  bore  a  family  of  eleven  children,  five  sons 
and  six  daughters,  ten  of  whom  survived  the  perils 
of  childhood  and  reached  maturity;  and  five  are 
yet  living. 

Mr.  Haas  is  the  fifth  child  and  the  third  son  in 
the  parental  family.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  trained  in  the  daily  round  of  labor.     lie  at- 


tended the  schools  of  his  native  place  and  received 
a  good  common  education.  Having  dutifully  as- 
sisted his  parents  upon  the  homestead  until  nine- 
teen years  of  age,hetlien  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  at  Selens  Grove.  For 
two  years  he  devoted  his  time  to  the  anvil  and 
then,  deciding  to  try  the  broader  West,  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Bertrand  Township  upon 
section   15,  where  he  improved  a  farm. 

In  1852,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Shetterly,  a  native  of  Juniata  County,  Pa. 
This  estimable  lady  died  in  Mieliigan  in  1881.  She 
was  the  mother  of  three  children,  one  daughter 
and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
George,  tiie  eldest-born,  reached  twenty  years  of 
age.  He  was  married,  and  at  his  death  left  one 
child.  Ivy,  the  only  grandchild  of  Mr.  Haas.  Oe- 
tober  11,  1883,  Mr.  Haas  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Beyrer,a  nativeof  Bertrand  Township.  Her  par- 
ents, Jacob  and  Doratba  (Griner)  Beyrer,  were  na- 
tives of  Germany  and  settled  in  Michigan  in  1851. 
The  father  makes  iiis  home  with  our  subject,  aged 
eighty-seven  years.  The  mother  died  in  1883,  aged 
seventy- two  years. 

Our  subject  arrived  in  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
with  a  capital  of  ¥100  and  at  once  made  a  pur- 
chase of  fifty  acres  of  land,  situated  in  the  woods. 
For  fifteen  years  he  patiently  toiled,  with  hard 
work  clearingand  cultivating  the  small  homestead, 
and  then,  having  with  diligent  industry  prospered, 
invested  in  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-one  acres,  to  wliich  in  1877  he  removed.  He 
owns  forty  acres  a- half  mile  distant  from  his  present 
place  of  residence,  and,  steadily  accumulating,  is 
now  numbered  among  the  substantial  and  well-to- 
do  men  of  Bertrand  Townstiip.  In  1881,  he  built 
upon  the  home  farm  a  fine  and  commodious  barn 
with  all  modern  conveniences  for  storing  grain  and 
housing  his  stock.  This  barn  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  *1,000.  In  1889,  the  extent  of  his  agricultural 
interests  demanding  still  greater  accommodation, 
Mr.  Haas  built  another  substantial  barn,  at  a  cost  of 
^500.  The  thrifty  and  prosperous  appearance  of 
the  farm  clearly  evidences  the  excellent  manage- 
ment and  financial  success  of  its  owner. 

Our  subject  is  a  valued  memlwr  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Zion  Church  and  has  held  the  office  of  Stewai-d 
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in  that  religions  organization.  He  gave  gener- 
ously toward  the  erection  of  its  commodious  house 
of  worsliip  and  lias  ever  liberally  assisted  in  the 
extension  of  its  good  worii  and  benevolent  enter- 
prises. Politically  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Haas  is  not  a 
politician  but  is  ever  deeply  interested  in  local  and 
Nations!  government,  and,  an  intelligent  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  is  prominently  associated  with 
the  progressive  interests  of  Bertrand  Township. 


•^^ 


J  "JOEL  HARTLINE,  an  extensive  general  ag- 
I  riculturist  and  pioneer  settler  of  Buchanan 
!  Township,  Berrien  County,  is  a  native  of 
_  '  Pennsylvania  and  was  born  in  Schuyler 
County,  October  7,  1829.  His  parents,  David  and 
Mollie  (Smith)  Hartline,  were  of  German  parent- 
age and  long-time  residents  of  the  Quaker  State. 
The  father,  a  blacksmith  bytrade  and  an  energetic 
hard-working  man,  removed  with  his  family  to 
Ohio  in  1835,  and  in  1841  died  in  that  State. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Michael  Smith,  was  a 
courageous  and  i-esolute  man,  serving  with  fidelity 
in  the  war  for  independence. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  the  mother 
of  our  subject  brought  her  family  to  Michigan, 
and  in  1841  settled  two  miles  north  of  the  farm  on 
which  Mr.  Hartline  now  resides.  The  country 
was  then  a  veritable  wilderness,  without  roads  from 
one  settlement  to  another,  the  paths  being  the 
only  visible  trail.  The  mother  with  her  children 
had  but  very  little  means,  and  eagerly  did  all  that 
they  could  to  help,  working  out  by  the  day  or 
month,  and  when  without  employment  returning 
to  the  home.  As  the  eldest  child  was  but  fourteen 
yeai-s  of  age  when  the  family  located  in  Berrien 
County,  the  widow  and  her  little  ones  were  often 
sorely  pressed  to  obtain  the  necessaries  of  life,  but 
after  a.  few  years  their  circumstances  improved. 

Mrs.  Hartline  survived  to  witness  the  progress 
of  twenty-seven  changing  years  in  Michigan,  Eli, 
the  eldeal^born,  died  in  the  service  of  the  Union, 
in  1863  or  1864;  Joel  is  our  subject;  Mary  is  the 
widow  of  Jasper  Worthington;  Betsey  is  the  widow 


of  Domingo  Spuretta;  Abhie,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Van  Bui-en  Clendennin;  Joshua  resides  in 
Weesaw  Township;  Catherine,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Willard;  Laney  is  tiie  widow  of 
Theo  Root;  and  Melissa  is  the  wife  of  John    Cus- 

Our  subject  was  bound  out  when    eleven    years 
of  age  to  Nathan   Fitch,  of  Berrien    County,  and 
worked  for  him  until  twenty-one  yeare  old.     His 
education   was  limited  to  a  very  few  months  of 
study  in  the  winter,  and  from  his  earliest  child- 
hood he  was  inured  to  hard  labor.     As  soon  as  he 
attained   his  majority  Mr.  Fitch  gave   him  *100, 
which  sum  was  applied  at  once   toward   the   pay- 
ment of  forty  acres  of  land  bought  by  Wr.  Hart- 
line of  Mr.  Fitch  for  *125.     Our  subject  worked 
out  the  $25  at  $12.50  per  month.     Aftera  time  he 
sold  this  land  at  $30  profit  and  tlien  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Oronoko  Township  at 
$4  per  acre.     Later  he   disposed  of    fifty  acres  to 
Nathan  Field  for  $800.     The  next  venture,  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dayton,  and 
slightly  improved,  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Hartline 
and  disposed  of  about  a  year  after  ataclean  profit 
of  $600,     Finally  our  subject  bought  one  hundred 
acres  close  to  his  residence  and  added  to  tlic  tract 
until  he  owned  about  two  hundred  acres,  which 
having  improved  he  sold  at  $1,000  profit.     Con- 
stantly speculating  in  land  lie  purchased  in  Berrien 
Springs  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  unimproved 
acres  at  $36,  and  the  same  year,  1864,  sold  it  for 
$57.50  per  acre.     His  next  purchase  was  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  of  which  he  at  first  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  with  seventy  acres  under 
cultivation,  for  which  he  paid  $60  per  acre.     To 
this  Mr.  Hartline  has  since  added,  and  after  giving 
forty  acres  to  his  son  has  two  hundred  and    twen- 
ty-five acres  remaining,  one  hundred   and   twenty 
of    which  are    under  a  high    state  of  cultivation. 
Our  subject  has  improved  the  homestead  with  a 
handsome    two-story  residence  and  a  bank  barn, 
30x60  on  the  ground  and  36x60  at  the  top. 

In  1859,  Mr.  HartUne  was  married  to  Miss  Hel- 
tie  Boyle,  a  native  of  Berrien  County  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Godfrey  and  Uosanna  Boyle,  natives  of  Ger- 
many. Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
been  blessed    by  the  birth  of    thirteen   children, 
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teii  of  whom  are  yet  living,  Tliey  are  in  the  or- 
der of  their  birth:  David,  Eli,  George,  Ella  (wife 
of  John  Gifford),  Nathan,  Stella,  Edna,  Minnie, 
William  and  Clayton.  These  ehildi-en  have  en- 
joyed excellent  opportunities  of  receiving  a  good 
education  and  are  worthily  fitted  to  occupy  posi- 
tions of  usefulness.  Politically,  Mr.  Hartline  is  a 
stanch  Republican  and  takes  an  interest  in  the 
management  of  local  and  national  affairs.  Finan- 
cially prospered,  he  has  won  his  upward  way  by 
self-reliant  effort  and  is  a  liberal -spirited  man  and 
a  leading  citizen  of  Berrien  County. 


-^Mi'3^€- 


J^ANIEL  MUELLER,  an  enterprising  gen- 
j|)  oral  agriculturist,  raising  a  superior  grade 
^  of  stock  upon  his  valuable  homestead,  is 
widely  known  and  has  been  a  highly  es- 
teemed resident  of  liis  present  locality,  u[K>n  sec- 
tion 10,  New  Buffalo  Township,  Berrien  County, 
since  ISC'*,  Mr.  Mueller  is  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  was  born  October  18,  1838.  His  par- 
ents, upright  and  hard-working  residents  of  the 
Empire,  born,  reared  and  married  in  Germany, 
passed  tlieir  peaceful  days  among  the  associationa 
of  their  youth.  They  trained  up  their  children  to 
habits  of  thrift  and  fitted  them  as  well  as  their 
limited  opportunities  would  jjermit  to  make  their 
way  in  life.  The  father  and  mother,  Jacob  and 
Mary  Louisa  (Wieshaupt)  Mueller,  were  respected 
by  all  wlio  knew  them,  and  in  their  humble  home 
welcomed  live  children,  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. Three  of  the  family  are  yet  surviving:  Jacob, 
wlio  lives  in  Germany;  and  Frederick  and  our 
subject,  both  of  whom  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
to  Ameriea  many  years  ago. 

Mr.  Mueller  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Germany,  and  when  only  a  young 
lad  appreciated  tlie  broader  opportunities  offered 
by  the  United  States  to  its  citizens  and  early  re- 
solved to  seek  his  fortune  in  America.  At  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  left   his  native  country   and 


made  his  way  to  New  Tork  State,  and  at  first  lo- 
cated near  Niagara  Falls,  where  lie  remained  a 
a  j-ear  and  a-half  employed  upon  a  farm  as  a 
liiied  man.  He  managed  with  care  and  self-sacri- 
ficing economy  to  increase  his  little  stock  of 
money,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  eighteen 
months,  journeyed  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  again  hired  out  by  the  month  and  busily  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  until  1860. 
At  this  period  of  time,  our  subject,  in  common 
witli  thousands  of  others,  became  smitten  willi  the 
Western  fever  and  went  to  Colorado  and  Mon- 
tana, where  lie  mined,  dug  for  gold  and  was  var- 
iously employed  for  the  succeeding  five  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1865,  returning  to  Michigan,  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  aci-ea  of  the  valu- 
able homestead,  to  whose  extent  he  has  since 
added  other  acres,  now  owning  a  two  hundred 
and  forty  acre  tract  of  land. 

When  Mr.  Mueller  bought  the  quarter-section. 
there  were  only  about  twenty-seven  acres  of  the 
land  cleared.  The  farm,  most  of  it  in  a  highly 
productive  state,  has  been  brought  up  to  its  pres- 
ent attractive  appearance  and  commercial  value 
by  hard  work,  and  our  subject  may  well  congrat- 
ulate himself  upon  the  result  of  his  i^ersistent  and 
self-reliant  toil.  In  1866,  Daniel  Mueller  and 
Miss  Mary  Stumpf  were  united  in  marriage.  Mis. 
Mueller,  a  most  estimable  woman,  survived  lier 
marriage  only  three  years  and  died  in  1869.  She 
became  the  mother  of  one  child,  now  deceased. 
Her  parents  were  old  settlers  of  Three  Uaks,  Mich., 
iind  some  time  after  lier  death  our  subject  wedded 
lier  sister,  Miss  Lena  Stumpf,  born  in  the  village 
of  Three  Oaks.  The  second  marriage  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children:  Jacob,  Mary, 
Hattie,  Henry  and  Emma. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mueller  are  valued  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  They  have  given  to  their 
children  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  good  educa- 
tion and  are  worthily  training  them  to  become  in- 
telligent and  useful  citizens.  Politically,  our  sub- 
ject is  a  Democrat.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Greeley,  and,  actively  interested  in  local 
and  national  issues,  has  held  with  able  service  tlie 
im[>ortant  position  of  Township  Treasui'er,  dis- 
charging tlie  duties  involved    to   the  great  satis- 
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faction  of  liis  fellow -townsmen,  Mr.  Muellei'  is 
iiiglily  regftrdcd  by  his  friends  and  neigtibors  and 
is  numbered  among  the  substantial  farmei-s  of  the 
county. 


jfL  ENBY  L.  DRAKE.  Nowhere  in  Cass 
Wji  County  is  there  to  be  found  a  man  of  more 
!^^^  energy,  determined  will  or  force  of  char- 
ts aoter  than  Mr.  Drake  possesses,  and  no  ag- 
riculturist is  deserving  of  greater  success  in  the 
conduct  and  management  of  the  farm  than  lie. 
Although  in  more  recent  yeais  he  has  given  bis 
attention  to  farming  as  his  chief  calling,  Mr, 
Drake  lias  been  actively  engaged  in  other  enter- 
prises, and  although  he  started  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder,  he  has  met  with  good  success  in  most  ot 
bis  pursuits. 

He  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  Washtenaw 
County  in  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Flemon  and 
Electa  (UePue)  Drake.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Elijah  Drake,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in 
1764,  and  was  the  descendant  of  an  English  fam- 
ily who  settled  in  New  Jei-sey  about  1720.  Eli- 
jah was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  m  connection 
was  also  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  At  the  early 
age  of  sixteen  be  enlisted  .is  a  private  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  and  had  no  trouble  about  his 
age,  for  he  3too<I  six  feet  four  inches  in  his  stock- 
ings. He  w.as  wounded  in  tlie  left  slioulder,  and 
drew  a  pension  for  his  services.  He  married  a 
Miss  Stoddard,  in  Wyoming  Valley,  Pa.,  and  sub- 
sequently engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  went  to 
New  York  State,  During  the  Revolutionary  War 
be  was  the  only  Whig  in  his  family,  all  tbe  rest 
being  Tories,  and  as  they  went  to  Canada,  all 
communication  was  cut  off. 

The  following  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Elijah,  deceased,  who  was  for  many  years  a  physi- 
cian of  Flint,  Micb.;  Edward,  a  farmer  of  Michi- 
gan; Thomas,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Pontiac, 
Micb.,  who  was  United  States  Judge  of  Utaii  under 
Lincoln;  Flemon.  the  fatlier  of  our  subject,  a  phy- 
sician; Cyrus,  also  deceased,  a  physician  of  Ohio; 
Elias,  decca8e<i,  who    was  a  physician   of  Adrian, 


Mich.;  Morgan  L.,  who  was  an  atWrney  at  POD- 
tiac.Micli.:  Sallie.who  was  married  toGuy  Atkins; 
Wealthy,  who  now  lives  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where 
Sallie  also  resides;  and  Samuel,  a  painter  of  Farm- 
inglon,  Mich.  Elijah  made  his  home  with  tbe  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  for  many  years. and  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  yeans.  His  wife  survived  him, 
and  iiad  passed  the  eighty-ninth  milestone  at  the 
time  of  her  death. 

Flemon  Drake,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  the  P'mpire  State,  and  his  lit- 
erary education  was  received  in  the  district  school. 
Ijflter  be  attended  the  Batavia  (N.  Y.)  Medical 
College,  and  then  started  out  to  make  his  own  way 
in  life.  He  Iwgau  at  the  fool  of  the  ladder,  first 
working  out  by  the  month,  and  later  teaching 
school.  In  1833  he  moved  to  Michigan,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Ann  Arbor,  where  for  a 
short  time  he  was  connected  with  the  publishers  of 
a  newsjjaper.  In  1842  he  moved  near  Detroit,  to  a 
village  called  Royal  Oak,  bougbta  large  farm,  but 
in  connection  was  also  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine.  There  his  death  occurred  in  1866.  He 
was  married  in  the  State  of  New  York  to  Miss 
Kleeta  Del'ue,  whose  ancestors  came  from  Holland. 

Mr,  Drake  was  a  most  exemplary  man,  and  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  politics 
be  was  at  first  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican, 
He  was  not  an  office-seeker,  but  was  so  popular 
that  he  held  all  the  different  township  offices,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  same  very  creditably. 
To  bis  marriage  were  born  thirteen  children,  six 
of  whom  died  in  youth.  The  others  were  as 
follows:  Abigail,  who  married  Stephen  Buzzell; 
Henry  L,,  our  subject;  Flemon,  residing  in 
Omaha,  Neb.;  Clema,  wife  of  Charles  Smith; 
Luther,  a  b.ankcr  of  Omaha;  Sarah,  wife  of  R, 
Porker,  a  successful  attorney  of  Detroit;  and 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Washington  State. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  our  subject  began  for 
himself,  but  remained  with  his  parents  until  nine- 
teen yeare  of  age.  He  first  began  by  clerking  in 
a  wholesale  grocery  store  at  Detroit, '  later  in  a 
country  store  at  Royal,  Oak,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage engaged  in  business  at  Hadley,  Mich.  He 
was  only  nineteen  yeara  of  age  when  he  married 
Miss  Bethania  A.  Williams,  a  most  estimable  lady, 
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and  lie  remained  in  Hadley  until  1863,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year.  In  February,  1863,  lie 
went  to  Canada,  engaged  in  the  sawnitll  business 
a  few  years,  and  tlicn  went  to  Giielpli,  that 
country,  where  he  was  in  the  insurance  business 
for  eleven  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Mount 
Forest,  where  he  followed  the  same  business  for 
nine  years,  and  in  1890  came  back  to  the  United 
States,  where  he  expects  to  pass  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  He  has  a  good  farm  of  eiglity  acres, 
and  is  meeting  with  unusual  success  as  an  agri- 
culturist. 

He  and  Mrs.  Drake  are  members  of  the  Christa- 
delphian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  independ- 
ent. The  union  of  this  worthy  couple  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Eva  M.,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Teachers'  Normal,  of  Toronto,  Can- 
ada, and  has  been  a  successful  teacher  in  that 
country  and  in  Michigan.  She  is  a  young  lady  of 
brilliant  attainments,  and  h.as  a  lino  library  of  her 
own.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drake  have  an  adopted 
daugiiter,  Mary  Sturgis,  whom  they  took  when 
she  was  but  three  months  old,  and  they  are  bring- 
ing her  up  as  their  own. 


^H^^^'^I^S^^EIP 


J  [John  T  BECKWITH,  County  Superinteu- 
|{  dent  of  the  Poor,  in  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
li  now  efficiently  serving  his  ninth  year  of 
^J  office  in  his  pi-esent  position,  is  a  leading 
agriculturist  and  prominent  citizen  of  Wecsaw 
Township,  where,  five  times  elected  Supervisor,  he 
resigned  the  position  to  assume  the  charge  of  the 
duties  which  now  engage  much  of  his  time  and 
attention.  Mr,  Beckwith  is  a  native  of  Wyoming 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  May  26,  18+1.  His 
parents,  Josiah  R.  and  Levindah  H.  (Ftsk)  Beck- 
with, were  married  in  the  Empire  State  and, 
highly  regarded,  made  their  home  within  its 
bordei-s  for  many  years.  The  father,  of  direct 
English  descent,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  reared 
and  educated  in  his  birthplace,  and  later,  young 
and  ambitious,  journeyed  to  New  York  to  seek  his 
fortune.     When  our  subject  was  about  eight  years 


of  age  the  father  with  his  family  removed  to  the 
West,  locating  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  May  18, 
1849.  The  Bcckwiths  located  permanently  in 
Buchanan  Township,  where  the  father  died  after  a 
residence  of  eighteen  years,  in  August,  1867.  The 
mother,  a  native  of  Vermont,  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  passing  away  in  Berrien  County 
November  7,  1886.  The  home  of  the  parents  had 
beenblessed  by  the  birth  of  three  sons  and  five 
daughters.     Two  sons  and  two  daughters  are  now 

.John  T,  the  fifth  child  in  order  of  birth,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  his  birthplace  in 
early  childhood,  and  later  received  instruction  in 
the  district  schools  of  Buchanan  Township.  For 
three  terms  he  pursued  the  higher  branches  of 
study  in  the  Buchanan  High  School  and  completed 
his  education  by  a  fall  and  winter  term  in  Niles. 
After  leaving  school  he  gave  his  attention  to  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture  and  assisted  his  father  on 
the  homestead.  Our  subject  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, first  entering  the  bonds  of  matrimony  with 
Miss  Mary  A.  Young,  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ind. 
Wedded  in  March,  1867,  this  estimable  lady  sur- 
vived seven  years  and  died  February  23,  187-1. 
She  was  the  mother  of  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Alta  L.  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Harner;  Min- 
nie P.  married  Franklin  Kool.  Upon  October  24, 
1878,  Mr.  Beckwith  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Henrietta  (Weaver)  Boyle,  born  in  Buchanan 
Township,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Orpha 
Weaver,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Berrien  Counlj-, 
and  intimately  associated  with  its  growth  and 
prosperity.  Mr.  Weaver,  by  occupation  a  farmer, 
passed  away,  moumed  by  many  friends,  in  May, 
1882.     His  widow  is  yet  living  in  the  county. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beckwith  have  been  born 
four  sons:  Clayton,  Earl,  Glenn  and  Vere.  In 
1870  our  subject  and  his  familj'  made  their  home 
in  Wcesaw  Township,  where  Mr.  Beckwith  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added, 
now  owning  two  hundred  acres,  highly  cultivated 
and  substantially  improved  with  excellent  and  at- 
tractive buildings.  The  valuable  farm  is  situated 
SIX  miles  west  and  one  mile  noi'th  of  Buchanan. 
Our  subject,  financially  prospered,  has  a  handsome 
capital  out  at  interest,  and  by  his  own  self-i-eliant 
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I'fforts  has  won  his  way  steadily  upward  to  a  cora- 
fortatile  ccmpeleiice.  The  lionorcd  parents  of  Mr. 
Beckwith  were  both  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  were  active  in  good  work.  Our  sub- 
ject, an  imporL^int  factor  in  the  enterprises  oE 
his  locality,  is  now  and  has  been  for  six  years  a 
Director  of  tlic  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Berrien  County.  Politically,  Mr. 
Reck  with  was  in  early  years  a  Republican  anci  cast 
his  firet  Presidential  vote  for  J-incolii.  In  1879 
he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Wecsaw  Township  on 
the  bcinocratic  and  Greenback  tickets  and  served 
one  yi'ar  ttj  the  satisfaction  of  the  geneial  public. 
In  1881  he  was  again  elected  to  the  otlice  and  re- 
elected in  1882,  I883and  1884.  He  resigned  dur- 
ing the  latter  term  to  aecejit  his  pi'esent  position  as 
Superintendent  of  llie  Poor  of  Ilerrien  County, 
Many  years  have  flown  since  tlie  father  of  our  sub- 
ject bought,  cleared  and  cultivated  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  the  woods.  To-day  the  farm,  highly  pro- 
ductive, is  a  mute  witness  to  the  growth  and 
progress  of  Berrien  County  from  .in  almost  wild- 
erness into  one  of  the  garden  spots  of  the  State. 
A  continuous  resident  of  his  present  locality  since 
1849,  John  T.  Beckwith  is  actively  identified  with 
the  rapid  advancement  and  progressive  history  of 
his  township  and  county,  where  as  boy  and  man 
he  h.is  for  forty-four  years  commanded  the  con- 
tklence  of  a  wide  acquaintance. 


K,  O'BRIEN,  residing  upon  section  2,  Ber- 
I  rien  Township,  Berrien   County,  Mich.,   a 

prosperous  citizen,  devoting  the  lal>or  of  his 
,^  life  to  agricultui-al  pursuits,  has  held  with 
elflciency  various  public  offices,  and  h.as  been  re- 
cently appointed  Postmaster  of  Berrien  Centre. 
Itorn  April  25,  1840,  in  Ogdensburgh,  N.  Y.,he  is 
the  son  of  William  O'Brien,  a  native  of  Ireland. 
The  father,  attaining  to  manhood  in  the  Emerald 
Isle,  was  there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah 
T.  Slorah,  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  Soon  after 
they  wei-e  wedded  the  young  couple  emigrated  to 


America,  and  landed  in  1830  in  Quebec,  Canada. 

It  was  not  long  before  they  made  their  way  to  the 
United  States,  locating  subsequently  in  Syracuse, 
Ogdensburgh  and  Rochester,  In  1843,  the  husband 
journeyed  to  the  farther  West  to  look  at  lands  in 
Michigan,  and,  pleased  with  the  country,  remained 
here,  his  wife  with  their  cliildren  joining  him  in 
1844.  The  father  and  mother  settled  near  the 
"Old  Yellow  Mill"  at  Niles,  and  here  William 
O'Brien  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
a  man  of  energy  and  enterprise,  and,  a  cooper  by 
trade,  readily  found  remunerative  employment 
in  his  new  home.  He  built  the  fifth  house  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  in  Niles,  and  was  .in  appli- 
cant for  the  lighthouse  in  St.  Joseph. 

While  at  work  one  day,  the  father  was  suddenly 
stricken  with  blindness,  from  which  he  never 
recovered.  He  died  in  Niies  in  the  winter  of 
1853.  and  three  years  after,  in  1 856,  the  family  re- 
moved to  Berrien  Township,  locating  upon  a  farm 
on  section  27.  The  mother  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  passing  away  in  the  spring  of  1893. 
Twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living, 
had  blessed  the  home.  The  parents  were  devout 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and, 
active  in  good  work,  carefully  trained  their  fam- 
ily in  the  observance  of  religion.  The  father, 
politically  a  Democrat,  took  an  active  and  leading 
part  in  local  issues,  and  was  a  man  of  sterling 
worth  and  highly  respected.  Two  of  the  sons 
served  with  gallantry  in  the  Civil  War,  William 
H.  was  Sergeant  of  Company  A,  Seventh  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and,  wounded  at  Yellow  Tavern,  was 
taken  prisoner,  conveyed  first  to  Libby  Prison, 
and  from  there  removed  to  Andersonville,  where 
he  died  in  1864.  Our  subject,  only  a  little  child 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Michigan,  attended 
school  in  Niles  until  twelve  years  of  age,  and  was 
then  obliged  to  go  out  to  work,  and  enjoyed  only 
three  months'  instruction  afterward.  Energetic 
and  industrious,  he  worked  steadily  at  brickmaking 
for  five  seasons  between  Michigan  City,  La  Porte 
and  Niles,  the  first  season  being  paid  |8  per  month, 
and  the  next  receiving  *10.  At  the  expiration  of 
the  five  years  he  engaged  in  labor  upon  a  farm, 
and  continued  in  the  pnrsnit  of  agriculture  until 
the  breaking  out  of  tlie  Civil  War. 
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In  1862,  in  the  month  of  August,  Mr.  O'Biien 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Twonty-fiftli  Michigan  In- 
fjintry,  and  served  as  a  [jrivaLe.  He  was  uniler 
the  command  of  Gen.  Buell  at  Louiavilie,  Ky., 
and  took  an  active  part  in  tlie  battle  at  Kingston, 
Tenn.,  where  he  was  wounded  by  a  bail  wliich,  en- 
tering through  the  left  side,  lodged  near  the  spine, 
Imt  was  afterward  removed.  Our  subject,  fti'st 
taken  to  the  hospital  at  Kingston,  was  later  for- 
warded to  Knoxville,  and  was  finally  transferred 
to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  stationed  at  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.  At  the  close  of  three  yeni-s'  service, 
lie  was  discharged  inKnoxville,  July,  1865.  Aside 
from  other  unpleasant  experiences  of  those  troub- 
lous days,  Mr.  O'Brien  was  ill  at  Bowling  Green 
with  typhoid  fever.  Immediately  after  his  dis- 
charge, our  subject  returned  liome.  He  had  ma 
ried  and  enlisted  on  the  same  day.  The  lady  whom 
he  tiien  wedded  was  Miss  Mary  Jane  Roj'ce  a 
daughter  of  John  lioyce,  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  ^ 
J.  H.  Iloyce,  of  Lake  Township,  this  connly,  is  a 
brother  of  Mrs.  O'Brien.  This  estimable  ladj'  w  s 
born  in  New  York  State  and  died  October  14, 1865 
leaving  no  children.  Mr.  O'Brien  again  entered 
the  bonds  of  matrimony,  January  10,  1867,  being 
then  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Adaline  Shearer, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Shearer,  de- 
ceased, early  settlers  and  highly  esteemed  residents 
of  Berrien  Township.  Mi's.  O'Brien,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  has  made  her  home  for  many  years  in  Ber- 
rien County,  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  She 
is  the  motlier  of  Ave  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living:  Florence,  wife  of  H.  L.  Eutter,  a  successful 
merehant  at  Berrien  Centre;  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Riitter 
have  two  children.  Addie  O'Brien  is  at  home. 
Edward  Ijirue  is  the  youngest  of  tlie  family. 

Our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  are  valued 
members  of  the  Free- Will  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr. 
O'Brien  is  a  Deacon  of  the  South  Berrien  church. 
He  was  elected  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  but  could  not  accept  the  position. 
llie  daughters  and  son  have  enjoyed  excellent 
educational  advantages,  and  Miss  Addie,  who  has 
a  talent  for  drawing  aud  painting,  has  been  en- 
couraged in  her  studies  and  the  development  of 
her  artistic  tastes.  Mrs,  Rutt«rand  Edward  both 
excel  in   music,  and   have  enjoyed  ample  oppor- 


tunity of  cultivating  their  talent.  Our  subject 
bought  out  the  heirs  of  the  old  homestead,  which 
he  later  ti-aded  for  his  present  farm  of  ninety-six 
acres,  seventy  under  fine  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved, with  an  attractive  residence,  good  barns 
and  other  buildings.  For  seven  years  Mr.  O'Brien 
lias  been  Director  of  the  school  district,  and  is  now 
Assessor  of  the  same.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  haa  held 
office  in  the  order.  Fraternally  connected  with 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  licpublic,  he  is  a  member 
of  George  G.  Meade  Post  No.  36,  Berrien 
Centre,  aud  has  occupied  the  positions  of  Com- 
mander, Ollicer  of  the  Day,  Adjutant,  and  is  now 
Chaplain.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat 
and  active  in  township  politics.  A  delegate  to 
va  o  s  o  vent  o  I  I  as  ably  represented  the 
V  ews  f  I  s  const  t  ent  and  is  now  occupying 
w  tl  efh  en  y  tl  e  olil  t-  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  1  as  also  been  Roid  aster,  and  in  -ill  his  public 
1  t  es  1  I  lij  tl  f  tl  ful  consideration  which 
1  a     w  n    I   n    tl  e  e    regard    of  a     host   of 

a   1      nt.  n  cs 


-i^ 


<S,  IklLLIAM  L.  JONES,  a  native  of  the  town- 
\&JB  ship  in  which  he  now  resides  (Penii)t  and 
^^  a  son  of  a  family  whose  history  was  iden- 
tified with  the  State  in  earlier  days,  is  one  of  the 
wide-awake,  enterprising  tillers  of  the  soil  and 
one  whose  energy  and  industry  have  had  much  to 
do  with  his  success  thus  far.  Mr,  Jones  first  saw 
the  light  of  day  August  9,  1859,  and  was  the  only 
living  child  born  to  the  union  of  William  and 
Maria  (Parrisli)  Jones. 

William  Jones,  Sr.,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Preble  County  in  1813,  and  like  most  of  the  na- 
tive-born residents  of  that  State,  he  has  ever  been 
thrifty  and  progressive.  Although  past  the  al- 
lotted age  of  man,  this  much-esteemed  and  worthy 
citizen  still  survives  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of 
comparatively  good  health.  He  finds  a  comfort- 
able and  pleasant  home  with  his  son,  our  subject, 
and  is  now  passing  the  sunset  of  his  life  in    peace 
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and  plenty.  He  was  the  son  of  Cliarles  Jones  and 
tlie  grandson  of  George  Jones,  both  of  whom  were 
originally  from  the  State  of  Georgia. 

George  Jones,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, remained  in  his  native  State  until  after  his 
inarriage  and  until  aft«r  the  birth  of  one  of  his 
childien.  wlien  the  rieh  and  productive  soil  of  the 
ISuukeye  State  tempted  him  Westward.  This  was  at 
a  very  early  period  and  the  little  family  made  the 
journey  on  horseback,  reaching  Preble  County  in 
safety  after  many  adventures  and  exciting  inci- 
dents. He  erected  a  gristmill  in  that  eoimty  and 
for  many  years  carrie<I  on  a  flourishing  and  pay- 
ing business.  Iteing  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
that  county,  he  undei-stood  thoroughly  all  the 
privations  and  disadvantages  of  i)ioneer  life. 

Ilis  son,  Charles,  was  reared  to  mature  years  in 
Preble  County,  but  instead  of  milling  lie  preferred 
the  independent  life  of  a  farmer  and  followed  that 
uocu|>iition  all  his  life.  About  November,  18-2SI, 
he  emigrated  to  Cass  County,  Alich.,  and  tliwre 
continued  hiti  former  occupation  of  tilling  the  soil. 
He  was  one  of  the  lirst  settlers  of  that  county  and 
tliei-e  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in 
IbSI,  when  seventy-one  yearaofage.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  Kmpire  State,  but 
(lied  in  Cass  County,  Midi.,  May  7,  1885. 

The  boyhood  and  youtli  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  his  native  county  and  he  was  early  in- 
itiated into  the  duties  of  farm  life.  The  funda- 
mental principles  of  education  were  instilled  into 
his  young  mind  in  the  common  schools,  also  in 
the  schools  at  Itichmond,  Ind.,  and  in  Bryant  & 
Stratton's  Uusiness  College  of  Chicago.  It  was  no 
doubt  owing  to  his  early  ti-aining  that,  when  start- 
ing out  to  fight  his  own  way  in  life,  he  selected 
agricuitui-al  pursuits  as  his  chosen  calling  and  has 
followed  this  ever  since. 

In  1885  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Estella 
Barney,  a  native  of  J.a  Poite  County,  Ind.,  and 
the  daughter  of  Emory  A.  and  Harriet  (Collins) 
Barney,  the  former  born  in  Van  Buren  County, 
N.  Y,  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barney  died  at  an  early 
daj[.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
six  children:  Nellie  E.,  Charles  V.,  George  B., 
Kittte  L.,  Gertrude  M.  and  Frank  B.  Mr,  Jones 
has  held  the  ollicc  of  Township  Treasurer  and  1ms 


held  other  local  positions.  Politically,  he  inclines 
to  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party  and  his 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Hancock.  His 
father's  first  vote  was  cast  for  Van  Buren.  Of  late 
years  Mr.  Jones  lias  affiliated  with  the  Prohibition 
party.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred  acres, 
located  three  and  a-half  miles  east  of  the  county 
scat,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
county. 


\^%OBERT  FOSTER  is  a  native  of  the  county 
[kjjf  in  which  lie  now  resides,  and  is  a  son  of  a 
til*  family  whose  history  was  tdentilied  with 
^§1  the  State  in  an  earlier  and  a  simpler  day  of 
living.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  now  possessed  of  a 
fine  farm  of  bis  own  on  section  8,  Niles  Township, 
where  he  is  known  as  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-dealer.  He  was  born  February  20, 1850,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Margaret  (Johnson)  Foster. 

George  Foster  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ire- 
litnd,and  remained  in  his  native  country  until  af- 
ter his  twelfth  birthday.  Later  he  braved  Nei;»- 
tunc's  tender  mercies  and  reached  the  coast  of  the 
United  States,  loeatfng  first  in  Indiana  and  later 
in  Michigan.  After  reaching  mature  years,  he 
married  Miss  Margaret  Johnson  and  settled  in 
Niles  Township,  where  he  died  when  aeventy-flvo 
years  of  age.  He  was  an  honest,  industrious  citi- 
zen, and  one  whose  career  through  life  was  marked 
by  gi-eat  uprightness  and  unswerving  fidelity  to 
any  trust  lepoaed  in  him.  A  hard  worker  all  his 
life,  he  accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune,  and  his 
latter  days  were  passed  in  peace  and  quiet.  His 
companion,  who  had  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  him  in  his  struggle  for  a  livelihood,  juissed 
away  when  sixty-six  years  of  age.  She  also  had 
many  warm  frien<is. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  this  much-esteemed 
couple,  Robert  Foster  was  second  in  order  of  birth. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  early  in 
life  the  characteristics  of  industry  and  enconomy 
that  had  marked  his  ancestors  made  their  appearance 
in  our  subject.     He  received  his  scholastic  training 
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ill  Ihe  district  schools,  and  divided  liis  time  be- 
tween attending  tlie  same  and  in  assisting  liis  fa- 
ttiei'  on  tlie  farm.  Tims  lie  became  tliorouglily 
familiar  witli  ali  the  details  of  farm  life,  and  when 
it  beoiime  time  tor  htm  to  start  out  to  fight  liis  own 
way  in  life,  agricultural  pursuits  were  his  dioseu 
occupation. 

In  the  year  1887,  when  twenty-seven  years  of 
age,  he  united  his  fortune  with  that  oT  Miss  Martha 
Burke,  who  was  also  a  product  of  Michigan  soil, 
!ier  birth  occurring  in  Berrien  Township,  Berrien 
County.  Her  parents  were  early  settlers  of  that 
county  and  for  many  years  were  honored  citizens 
of  the  same.  Two  children  have  been  horn  to  Mr- 
and  Mrs,  Foster,  a  daiigliter  and  son,  viz.;  Margaret 
and  Murry,  both  bright,  intelligent  little  children. 
Mr.  Foster  is  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Niies 
Township  and  has  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
excellent  land,  all  under  cultivation  except  thirty 
acres  that  are  covered  with  timber.  In  carrying  on 
his  large  farm,  Mr.  Foster  doe^  not  neglect  the 
stock-raising  industry  and  has  some  fine  animals 
on  his  place.  In  politics  he  is  associated  witli  the 
Democratic  party  and  favors  all  its  movements. 


^^^.^^- 


^^  BZA  G.  GAGE,  President  of  the  Citizens' 
^01     National  Bank  of  Niles,  was  born  in  Cass 
Ifli    County,  Mich.,  near  the  city  of  Dowagiac, 
^0  April    21,    1847.     His    parents,  Ebenezer 

and  Minerva  (Allen)  Gage,  were  natives  of  New 
York,  and  tlie  former,  by  occupation  a  farmer,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cass  County,  Mich., 
Iiaving  settled  there  as  early  as  1837,  ot  a  time 
when  settlements  were  few  and  neighbors  equally 
scarce.  Purehasiiig  some  land,  lie  industriously 
and  energetically  tilled  the  soil,  and  aa  a  result  of 
his  efforts  developed  a  fine  farm,  which  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  estates  in  the  county. 
There  Mr.  Gage  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1871.  An  active,  intelligent 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  he  took  considerable 
interest  in  political  mattei-s,and  in  early  life  was  a 


Whig,  later  becoming  an  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Kepublican  party. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Our  subject  w.ns 
Justice  Gage,  an  early  settler  of  New  York  State 
and  a  descendant  of  English  ancestry.  The  family 
is  one  whose  representatives  have  gained  enviable 
reputations  in  their  several  communities  and  have 
occupied  positions  of  influence  in  public  life.  Ly- 
man Gage,  the  well-known  financier  of  Chicago, 
is  a  member  of  this  family,  being  a  nephew  of 
Ebenezer  Gage.  Our  subject  is  one  of  eight  chil- 
dren, three  daughters  and  five  sons,  he  being  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth.  The  biographer  finds 
little  of  special  importance  to  record  concerning 
his  boyhood.  It  was  then  that  he  acquired  the 
habits  of  industry,  enterprise  and  uprightness 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  his  success  in  busi- 
ness life.  After  caiTying  on  his  studies  in  the 
district  schools  of  Cass  County  for  some  years,  he 
entered  the  Mayhew  Commercial  College  of  De- 
troit, from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1872. 

Returning  from  Detroit  to  the  parental  home  in 
Cass  County,  Mr.  Gage  soon  afterward  came  to 
Niles,  and  in  1873,  forming  a  partnei-ship  with  his 
brother  Eli  A.,  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  this  city.  The  firm  of  Gage  Bros,  still  con- 
ducts an  extensive  and  lucrative  business  here  and 
in  their  establishment,  which  is  located  at  No.  M 
Main  Street,  they  carry  a  complete  stock  of  gro- 
ceries, crockery  and  queensware.  They  have  long 
been  idcntilied  with  the  mercantile  interests  of 
Niles  and  are  pi-osperous  as  a  result  of  close  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  details  of  the  business. 

In  1886  Mr.  Gage  became  connected  with  the 
banking  interests  of  Niles,  as  at  that  time  he  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Citizens' National  Bank 
and  became  Vice-President  of  that  financial  insti- 
tution. Two  years  later  he  was  chosen  President, 
and  still  occupies  that  responsible  and  honored  po- 
sition. The  bank  conducts  a  general  banking  bus- 
iness and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  solid  financial 
institutions  of  Berrien  County.  In  the  banking 
circles  of  southwestern  Michigan  Mr.  Gage  occu- 
pies a  foremost  jKtsition,  and  he  is  admirably 
adapted  for  the  duties  of  his  position,  being 
quick  in  decision,  sound  in  judgment  and  prompt 
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in  action.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director 
in  the  Earlc-Storms  Mamifacluring  Company,  of 
Niles. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gage  took  place  in  October, 
1877,  nnd  united  him  with  Miss  Nettie,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Cordelia  (Messick)  Wood, of  Niles. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gage  are  the  parents  of  one  dangli- 
ter,  Edith,  In  his  political  opinions,  our  subject 
adheres  to  the  policy  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  influential  in  the  ranks  of  liis  chosen  party;  his 
influence,  however,  is  quietly  exerted  and  he  lias 
never  been  prevailed  upon  to  accept  official  lien- 
ors. In  liis  social  connections  he  is  identified  with 
SL  Josepii  Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  A  A.  M.;  St. 
Joseph  Valley  Chapter  No.  2,  R.  A.  M.;  Niles 
Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T.;  and  is  also  a  Kniglit 
of  Pythias.  The  First  Presbyterian  Church  is  the 
religious  home  of  Mr.  Gage  and  his  cultured  wife, 
and  their  contributions  to  its  support  are  gener- 


-^^- 


^^;  LONZO  D.  BROWN.  M.  D.,  was  formerly 
(0/u\    a  successful  physician  and  surgeon,  but  of 
III  Ifc    recent  years  has  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
<^  clusively    to    the  cultivation  of  fruit,  in 

which  he  engages  in  .St.  Joseph  Township,  Berrien 
County.  He  was  bora  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
December  21,  1818,  and  traces  liis  ancestry  to  Eng- 
land, whence  his  paternal  grandfather,  John  Brown, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  afterward  participated  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  The  father  of  our  subject,  Lutli^ 
Brown,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Windsor,  Berk- 
shire County,  Mass.,  and  was  there  reared  to  man- 
hood. He  was  a  participant  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  three  years  afterward,  when  Boston  was  threat- 
ened, enlisted  for  the  defense  of  the  cityt  receiv- 
ing as  a  reward  for  his  service  a  quarter-section  of 
lund. 

Luther  Brown,  while  yet  a  young  man,  moved 
to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  Miss 
Lora  A.  Pangborn,  and  with  his  bride  commenced 
housekeeping  on  a  farm  in  that  county.  In  1828 
he  removed  to  CaimndaiKuai  Ontario  County, 
84 


N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  agticultural  pursuits 
and  remained  until  his  death  in  Januaiy,  1856. 
lie  and  his  wife  wcic  the  paients  of  the  following 
children:  Melissa,  who  maiiied  lohn  Benham,  of 
Canandaigna,  N.  Y.,  and  after  his  death  became 
the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  N.  ISanks,  of  Chicago;  Margaret 
M.,  who  was  married  in  Canandaigua  lo  Joel  B. 
Norris,  a  farmer  now  residing  in  Hillsdale,  Mich.; 
Philo  E.,  who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  El 
Dorado,  Kan.;  Walter  J.,  a  I'anchman  residing  near 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  a  soldier  in  the  late  war; 
and  John  vS.,  who  is  a  molder  by  trade  and  i-csides 
in  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  Those  deceased  are:  Setli 
T.,  who  died  of  cholera  in  1848;  .Samh,  who  passed 
away  in  infancy;  and  George  W,,  who  died  al 
Alden,  HI. 

A  man  possessing  whole-souled,  generous  im- 
pulses, Luther  Brown  was  prominent  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  resided,  and  was  held  in  high 
esteem  by  al!  who  knew  him.  He  atHlialed  with 
the  Whigs  and  gave  his  hearty  support  to  the 
principles  advocated  by  that  party.  In  his  relig- 
ious belief  he  wasa  faithful  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  for  fifty  years  his 
brother  Philo  E,  was  a  prominent  minister.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  eleven  years  old 
when  lie  accompanied  his  father  to  Canandaigua, 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, meanwhile  conducting  his  studies  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  the  Canandaigua  Acad- 
emj'.  and  later  in  Wesleyan  Seminary, at  Lima,  N.Y. 

His  literary  studies  completed,  our  subject  com- 
menced the  studj-  of  medicine  under  the  precep- 
torship  of  Dr.  E.  W.  Cheney,  a  prominent  practi- 
tioner of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  Prior  to  that,  how- 
ever, and  when  he  was  about  nineteen,  he  went  to 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  two  yeara  engaged  in 
teaching  school  in  Summit  County.  He  took  a. 
course  of  medical  lectures  at  Willoughby,  Ohio, 
and  later  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
New  York  State  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  March  7,  1847.  After  conducting  his 
practice  for  one  year,  he  returned  to  college  and 
took  a  third  course  of  lectures.  Later  he  opened 
an  office  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  seven  years. 

Following  the  famous  advice  of  Horace  Greeley, 
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tlie  young  Doctor  (»iiie  Wust.aiid  located  in  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  where  lie  spec ii late H  with  fair  success. 
He  i-eturne<I  from  there  to  his  old  home,  but  in 
the  st)riiig  of  1856  he  went  to  Thornton,  Cook 
Coun  y  III ,  where  he  spentone  summer.  Thence 
1  a  e  to  Michigan,  and  in  the  fall  of  18S7  lo- 
at  d  St.  Joseph,  where    for  several   years  he 

ta  gl  t  tl  e  only  school  in  the  "  place.  In  1862  he 
[  I  a  ed  1  is  present  farm  of  nineteen  acres,upon 
wh  h  I  e  uises  apples,  pears,  peaches,  berries,  and 
all  a  et  e  of  small  fruits.  The  indei^endent  life 
of  a  f  t-grower  is  exactly  suited  to  his  tastes, 
an  1  1  I  nds  here  recreation  and  pleasure  after  a 
If      f  I   ofessional  toil. 

Ma  17  1849,  Dr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Kllen,  daughter  of  Dr.Cheiiey, 
his  medical  preceptor,  and  sister  of  the  illustrious 
Bishop  Cheney,  of  Chicago.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born 
in  Livingston  County,  N.  V.,  October  1,  1818,  and 
is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  intelligence.  Three 
children  have  blessed  the  union;  Alice  C,  the  wife 
of  Albert  K.  Stephens,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman 
for  a  Cleveland  oil  company;  Frank  C.,  who  is  in 
the  mereantile  business  at  t)lympia.  Wash.;  and 
Helen  C,  who  is  a  teacher  of  painting  and  di-aw- 
ing  in  a  school  at  Duluth,  Minn.  Politically,  the 
Doctor  is  a  Republican,  and  in  1840  cast  his  ballot 
for  William  Henry  Harrison.  He  has  ofDciated  as 
Township  Treasurer  for  two  years,  and  in  1861 
served  as  Supervisor  of  tlie  township  of  St.Joseph; 
he  also  held  the  same  office  in  Lincoln  Townshij*  for 
nine  years. 


eHARLES  C.  BELL,  a  leading  general  agri- 
culturist and  representative  citizen  of  So- 
dus  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has 
recently  entered  upon  his  third  year  of  office  as 
Supervisor,  and  in  the  work  pertaining  to  tlie  po- 
sition has  displayed  a  high  order  of  efficiency  and 
materially  aided  in  the  promotion  and  develop- 
ment of  needed  improvementa  and  progressive  en- 
lerprises.  Our  subject  was  born  May  10,  1848,  in 
Ogle  County,  III.     His  father,  Aaron  Bell,  a  na- 


tive of  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  born  m  1820, 
was  but  two  years  old  when  with  the  paternal 
grandparents  he  removed  to  Ohio.  He  spent  the 
days  of  boyhood  in  the  Buckeye  State  and  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  instruction  in  the  district 
schools  of  those  early  days.  Attaining  to  man- 
hood, Aaron  Bell  was  in  1843  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Jane  Collins,  of  Ohio,  in  which  State 
the  husband  and  wife  remained  four  years,  then 
emigrating  to  Ogle  County,  III.  There  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  and  prosperously  continued 
in  his  vocation  as  a  tiller  uf  the  soil  until  1889, 
when  he  emigrated  to  Soutli  Dakota,  and  settled 
in  Brown  County  upon  a  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acre  farm,  which,  although  seventy-six 
years  of  age,  he  still  conducts. 

Nine  children  were  born  unto  the  parents,  and 
seven  sons  and  daughters  are  yet  living.  I^ast 
year  the  venerable  father  and  mother  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  in  their  Dakota  home. 
Tuesday,  October  20,  1842,  in  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio, 
were  joined  in  wedlock  Aaron  Bell  and  Jtmc  Col- 
lins, who  after  lifty  years  of  joy  and  sorrow, 
upon  October  '20,  1892,  invited  all  of  their  be- 
loved family  and  many  friends  to  participate  with 
them  in  the  anniversary  which  was  the  fiftieth 
milestone  iu  the  journey  they  had  traveled  so 
harmoniously  together  through  all  the  cliauging 
years.  Every  child  was  present,  and  numerous 
other  relatives  aud  distinguished  guests  from  far 
and  near  shared  in  the  joy  and  festivities  of  the 
occasion.  Rosanna  Caldwell,  a  daughter,  was  there 
fi-om  Ellsworth,  Kan;  Charles  Bell,  the  eldest  son, 
arrived  from  lienton  Harbor;  James  C.  Bell,  the 
second  son,  residing  in  Groton,  Dak.,  was  one  of 
the  family  group;  Trilla  Young,  the  second 
daughter,  had  traveled  thither  from  her  home  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Cordelia  Moon,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  with  Tellia  Reed,  of  Woodlawn,  Cal.,  and 
Lulu  Bell, ,  of  QrotOHj  Dak.,  were  the  three 
younger  daughters,  and  completed  the  children 
who  again,  after  years  of  separation,  gathered 
around  the  lireside  of  their  parents.  The  best 
wishes  of  all  present  were  showei-ed  upon  the  ven- 
erable couple,  who  had  walked  tranquilly  side  by 
side  for  a  half-century. 
The  third  son  of  the  family,  our  subject,  at- 
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tended  the  schools  of  Ogle  County,  HI.,  until  the 
age  of  twenty,  wlicn  lie  entered  tlie  Wheaton  Col- 
lego,  at  Wheaton  III.,  and  there  received  the  bene- 
fit of  a  comprehensive  course  of  study  for  one 
year.  The  anniversary  of  the  twenty-firet  birth- 
day of  Mr.  Bell  fell  on  the  memorable  day  of  the 
completion  of  tlie  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  which, 
on  the  lOth  of  May,  1869,  had  crossed  the  contin- 
ent with  its  iron  rail.  After  leaving  college,  our 
subject  came  at  once  to  Michigan,  where  he 
purchased  sixty  acres  of  fertile  land,  intending  to 
then  start  in  life  by  oiiltivating  the  farm.  After 
partially  clearing  it  of  timber,  he  exchanged  the 
acres  for  lots  in  Irving  Park,  now  a  suburb  of 
Chicago.  In  1872,  Mr.  Bell  located  permanently 
in  Sodus  Township,  Berrien  County,  and  settled 
upon  land  near  his  present  homestead.  Since  then 
he  has  prosperously  devoted  himself  to  the  pur- 
suit of  agriculture,  and  has  taken  a  place  with  the 
prominent  fanners  of  the  county.  Our  subject 
entered  the  bonds  of  wedlock  March  16,  1870, 
marrying  Miss  Martha  Hemingway,  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Lois  Hemingway.  Jesse  Hemingway, 
from  his  location  in  the  county  in  1854,  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1831,  took  an  active  piirt 
in  all  local  affairs  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  have  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Trilla 
Lois,  born  July  17,  1876;  Mary,  born  June  18, 
1880.  just  one  hundred  years  after  the  birth  of 
her  great-grandmother,  Mary  Bell,  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  Mary  (jueen  of  Scots;  and  Charles  Arthur, 
born  in  April,  1885.  The  daughters  in  the  dawn  of 
womanhood  and  the  manly  son  make  glad  the 
hearts  of  the  parents. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  devout 
mcmbei-s  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  are 
active  in  the  good  work  of  that  denomination. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Bell  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  is  a  Past  Master  of 
that  Older.  He  also  parliuipates  in  the  gatherings 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  has 
long  been  connected  with  that  society.  Politi- 
cally, our  subject  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  in 
1882  was  elected  Township  Trustee,  which  otiice 
he  held  to  the  universal  satisfaction  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen  two  ye.irs.     In  1887,  he  was  elected  to 


the  office  of  Supervisor,  holding  the  position  until 
1891.  In  1893,  Mr.  Bell  was  again  elected  Super- 
visor and  is  now  an  incumbent  of  that  office.  In 
his  public  work,  as  in  his  business,  our  subject  is  a 
thoroughly  practical  man  of  excellent  metlKids 
and  executive  ability. 


^L  ENUT  NELSON  CAMERON,  a  prosperous 
Bjll  general  farmer  of  Cass  County,  resides  on 
!^^  section  8,  Howard  Township,  and  is  well 
(^  known  and  highly  respected  among  the 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  was  born  in  Juniata  County, on 
the  11th  of  October,  1824.  His  falher,  .Joseph 
Cameron,  was  born  in  Lebanon  (;ounty.  Pa.,  being 
the  son  of  Lewis  Cameron,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
who  emigrated  to  America  when  a  mere  boy.  The 
muUier  of  our  subject  was  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
Peter  Burns,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
the  mother  having  been  born  in  Juniata  County. 

In  Juniata  County,  Joseph  Cameron  and  Miss 
Mary  Burris  were  united  in  marriage,  and,  locating 
there,  they  commenced  housekeeping  on  a  modest 
scale.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  followed  that 
trade  with  considerable  success.  In  1854,  accom- 
panied by  their  children,  they  started  on  the  long 
journey  to  Illinois,  expecting  to  locate  in  that 
State  permanently.  On  the  day  of  their  arrival 
in  Galena,  the  wife  and  mother  died,  also  one  of 
the  children,  the  victims  of  that  dread  disease, 
cholera.  After  this  heavy  bei-eavement  the  father 
proceeded  to  Stephenson  County,  III.,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1854  came  to  Berrien  County,  this  Stale. 
He  died  in  Clay  County,  Ind.,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five. 

In  the  parental  family  there  wei-e  four  children 
who  grew  to  mature  years.  They  were:  Henry  N,, 
of  this  sketch;  Catherine,  deceased;  Mary  Ann, 
the  wife  of  George  Kiser,  of  Clay  County,  Ind.; 
and  Susan,  widow  of  Roy  Eastwood,  of  South 
Itend,  Ind.  Our  subject,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
was  reared  in  Juniata  County,  whore  he  attended 
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the  district  suliools,  and  worked  dudiig  the  vaca- 
tion seasons  on  tbe  farm.  In  1853  he  came 
to  Michigan,  and,  loeatinf^  in  Berrien  County, 
worlicd  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  during  one 
snmraer.  Afterward  he  rented  a  farm  belonging 
to  David  Rongli  and  located  in  Bertrand  Town- 
ship. For  one  year  his  sister  was  his  housekeeper, 
but  nt  tlie  expiration  of  that  time  he  brought  a 
wife  to  his  cozy  homo. 

Tlie  lady  who  on  the  11th  of  April,  1854, 
became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Cameron  was  formerly 
Miss  Mary  R.  Williams,  and  was  horn  in  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,Apri!  1,  1838.  Her  parents,  William  H. 
and  Ann  (Pasmore)  Williams,  were  natives  of 
Delaware,  and  died  at  the  respective  ages  of 
eighty-one  and  seventy-nine.  They  had  nine 
ehildren,  all  of  whom  married  and  reared  families. 
After  his  marriage,  our  subject  rented  a  farm  in 
Bertrand  Township,  remaining  there  for  four 
yeare.  When  ho  located  on  that  place  lie  was  in 
debt  to  the  amount  of  %80,  but  he  prospered  to 
siicli  an  extent  that  at  tlie  expiration  of  four  year» 
he  was  the  possessor  of  $2,300  in  cash,  four  head 
of  good  horses  and  nineteen  head  of  cattle. 

From  Berrien  County  Mr.  Cameron  removed  to 
Iowa,  where  he  invested  in  lands  and  remained 
.  for  two  years.  Later  he  rented  a  farm  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  sixtyacres  in  Berrien  County, 
residing  tiiere  for  four  j-ears.  Kext  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
17,  Howard  Township,  Cass  County,  and  continued 
to  cultivate  this  property  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
yeare,  when  he  sold  a  portion  of  the  estate  and  lo- 
cated at  his  present  place  of  residence.  Here  he 
owns  three  hundred  and  thirteen  acres,  all  under 
cultivation  with  the  exception  of  fifty  acres  of 
timber-land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cameron  have  been  the  parents 
Of  fifteen  children:  William  J.,  of  Marcellus, 
Mich.;  Sarah  J.,  formerly  a  school  teacher,  now  the 
wife  of  W.  D.  Young,  of  Dakota;  Mary  A.,  the 
wife  of  Solomon  Walker,  a  resident  of  Berrien 
County,  Mich,;  Aiice  A.,  Mrs.  Arthur  Walter,  of 
Washington;  Edwin  S.,  who  formerly  followed 
the  profession  of  a  teacher  and  is  now  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Kettle  Falls,  Wiisli.;  George  B.,  who  re- 
sides in  Howard  Township,  Cass  County;  Cora  B, 


and  Carrie  M.,  who  are  successful  teachers;  Charles 
A.  and  Frank  N.,  who  reside  with  their  parents; 
Maud  E.,  wife  of  Lewis  Moore;  Henry  W.,  Simon, 
Frank  and  Rosa  Z.,  the  four  last-named  being  de- 
ceased. The  surviving  cliildren  have  received  the 
best  educational  advantages  [jossible,  and  live  of 
them  have  been  teachers. 

In  [>olitics  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Cameron  has  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Road  Commissioner. 
In  his  religious  convictions  he  is  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian and  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  lie  is  a  man  who  carries  his 
religious  l>elief  into  his  practical  everyday  life, 
proving  by  tlie  uprightness  and  honor  of  his  life 
the  sincerity  of  his  l)elief.  As  a  citizen,  he  is 
public-spirited  and  energetic,  always  favoring  tlie 
measures  which  in  his  judgment  will  benelit  the 
community. 


-^--- 


10!     Hillsdale  Ci 


nati  V 


of 


ty,Micli., 


II  in  1838. 

§  II     After  a  life  of  usefulness,  in  which  he  be- 
^C  came  a  pi'osperous  agriculturist,siicuessful 

nicrcliant  and  occupied  witli  honor  various  otiicial 
positions,  he  jwissed  away  in  Cass  County  in  1888, 
sincerely  lamented  by  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances throughout  the  State.  Our  subject  was  one 
of  eight  children  of  Archibald  and  Sallie  A.  (Mon- 
roe) Dunn,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  fatlier  and  mother 
came  to  Michigan  about  1 835  and  located  in  HilJN- 
dale  County,  wlierc  they  remained  until  1855, 
when  they  made  Cass  County  their  permanent 
home.  Archibald  Dunn  survived  until  1889;  the 
mother  is  stili  living.  The  Uunua  are  of  Irish  an- 
cestry, but  various  members  of  the  family  have 
for  generalions  been  numbered  among  the  sub- 
stantial American  citizens.  Anson  L,  Dunn  spent 
tlie  early  days  of  his  youth  in  Hillsdale  County, 
and,  accompanying  liis  parents  to  their  new  resi- 
dence in  1859,  was  from  his  first  days  of  man- 
hood associated  with  the  growth  and  pi-ogress  of 
Cass  County,     In  1839  pur  aubjegt  Wfl3  united  in 
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marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Giil,  only  (laughter  of 
John  nnd  Ann  (Kneale)  Gill,  both  of  whom  were 
Itoi-n  upon  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  there  attaining  to 
mature  years  emigratert  to  America,  and  were  mar- 
ried near  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giil  settled  in  Mason  Townshij), 
CftSsConnty,  Mich.,  in  1835  and  i]»  1841  the  mother 
and  eldest  child  flied.  At  that  tiine  Mrs.  Dnnn 
was  but  nine  months  old.  In  1843,  the  father  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  Tliompson,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gill 
later  in  life  made  their  home  with  Mrs.  Dnnn,  and 
both  jMissed  away  tenderly  cared  for  by  their  de- 
voted dangliter.  Mr.  Gill  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Cass  County,  and  cleared  a  homestead  which 
he  took  up  from  the  Goveniment.  He  sold  his 
farm  in  1866,  later  removed  to  Adamsville  and 
later  came  to  Jones,  Cass  County.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Gill,  William  Gill  and  his 
wife,  followed  their  son  John  to  Ohio,  and  died 
in  the  Iiucke3-e  State.  When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn 
began  life  together  they  bought  a  small  farm  and 
made  their  home  in  a  board  house  12x14  feet  in 
dimensions.  In  this  humble  abode  they  passed 
one  and  a-half  yeare,  the  husband  and  wife  both 
doing  their  part  in  the  daily  work  of  life.  They 
wero  soon  enabled  to  buy  another  farm,  but  in  a 
tew  years  sold  that  property  and  invested  in  a  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract  of  land,  to  which 
from  time  to  time  other  acies  were  added,  iintil  at 
the  period  of  Mr.  Dunn's  death  he  owned  a  large 
and  valuable  farm. 

In  ]8(i4  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
Kitlcenth  Michigan  Infnntrj',  and  courageously 
seived  until  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Dunn  was 
elected  County  Treasurer  in  1870,  and  witii  able 
fidelity  discharging  the  duties  of  the  responsible 
position  was  a  second  time  elected  to  the  office  by 
his  constituents.  He  also  served  as  Su|)ervisor  of 
the  township  for  two  years,  and  in  the  transaction 
of  business  gave  univoi-sal  satisfaction,  besides  serv- 
ing in  various  other  oflices.  In  the  spring  of  1879  he 
engaged  in  the  handling  of  merchandise,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  nioreantlle  business  until  his  liLst  ill- 
ness and  death,  July,  1888,  Although  only  about 
Hfty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Dunn  h,ad  been  a  great  suf- 
ferer for  many  years  prior  to  Ins  demise,  but  with 
fortitude  endured  all,  and  wasalways  a  busy  man, 


energetic  and  enterprising.  He  was  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  and  a  liberal  supporter 
of  its  good  work.  Mr.  and  Mra.  Dunn  were  the 
parents  of  three  sons.  Garry  is  a  leading  merchant 
of  Jones;  George  resides  in  Jones;  and  Frank 
lives  on  the  old  farm  and  assists  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  fertile 
land  which  comprise  the  liomeslcad. 


^^MOS  C.  HOUSE,  an  extensive  land-owner 

JCTt-lll    and    i-epreseutative    agriculturist  of  Ber- 
llj  Ifc    trand  Township,  Berrien   County,  resides 
^  upon  a  magnificent  homestead  pleasantly 

located  upon  section  18,  the  valuable  acreage 
with  its  costly  improvements  being  one  of  the 
finest  pieces  of  farming  property  in  the  State. 
Our  subject,  a  native  of  Juniata  County,  Pa., 
born  May  24,  1«43,  is  the  son  of  Ephraim  and 
Mary  (Scott)  House.  The  father,  born  and  reared 
in  New  Jersey,  was  of  German  descent.  The 
mother,  who  was  a  native  of  England,  remained 
in  her  native  land  until  about  sixteen  j-ears  of 
age,  when  she  came  to  America  with  her  father 
and  settled  in  New  York.  The  father,  also  born 
in  England,  returned  later  to  the  Old  Country 
for  the  rest  of  the  family.  It  was  supposed  that 
be  was  killed  on  the  outward-bound  journey, 
and  his  daughti'r  Mary  was  then  left  alone,  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
House  married  for  her  first  husband  Mr,  Sanders, 
and  bore  him  three  sons,  George,  Richard  and 
Joseph.  Later  Ephraim  and  Mary  House  were 
united  in  marriage  and  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children.  The  father  died  in  Pennsylvania 
at  about  sixty-two  years  of  age.  The  mother 
afterward  made  her  home  In  Michigan  and  passed 
away  at  the  close  of  four-score  ye: 
que,  she  was  small,  but  was  a  wo 
gence  and  strengtli  of  character. 

Our  subject   was  reared  on   a  fa 
County,  Pa.,  and   received   his  education   in    the 
common  schools  of  the  district,  and  when  eighteen 
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years  old  began  llie  battle  of  life,  for  himself.  For 
seven  feasons  he  boated  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal,  and  was  driver,  steei-sman  and  captain, 
working  for  the  lame  man  most  of  the  time.  He 
journeyed  from  Liverpool  to  Columbia,  thence  to 
SuDbury  and  on  to  Baltimore.  One  year  he 
boated  on  bis  own  account.  March  8,  1865,  he 
went  to  Missouri,  but  remained  there  only  a  short 
time,  going  thence  to  Illinois,  and  from  that  State 
finding  his  way  to  Indiana.  Later  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  finally,  during  18t>5,  settled  in 
Bei'lrand  Township,  where  ho  worked  for  a  time 
by  the  day  and  month.  Amos  C.  House  was  mar- 
ried August  23,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of 
David  and  Anna  (Rhodes)  Rough.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  House,  with  their  five  children,  were  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  and  mother  jour- 
neyed with  their  family  to  Miciiigan  by  team  in 
1849.  They  were  twenty-eight  days  on  the  way, 
and  slept  at  night  in  the  large  wagon  which  com- 
fortably sheltered  the  weary  travelers. 

Mrs.  House,  the  youngest  child  and  second 
daugliter,  born  in  the  Quaker  State  May  16,  1843, 
was  but  six  yeai-s  of  age  when  slie  arrived  in  Ber- 
rien County,  and  in  the  district  schools  of  her  new 
home  received  her  education.  Immediately  subse- 
quent to  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  House  made 
their  home  with  Father  Rough,  remaining  upon 
his  homestead  for  four  years,  in  1873  removing 
to  Tripp's  farm.  In  1881,  they  located  perma- 
nently where  they  now  reside,  and  built  an  ele- 
gant residence  and  other  buildings  at  a  cost  of 
$15,000.  The  finely  appointed  liouse  is  a  modern 
brick  structure,  containing  fifteen  conveniently  ar- 
ranged apartments,  whose  finish  is  in  keeping  with 
the  beautiful  design  and  style  of  ai-ehitecture.  The 
barn,  46x72  feet,  is  attractive  in  exterior  and  con- 
tains every  convenience  desirable  for  housing 
grain  and  stock.  The  six  hundred  acreage,  all  in 
one  body,  is  mostly  under  cultivation  and,  furn- 
ishing a  variety  of  products,  yields  annually  a 
bounteous  harvest.  Our  subject  owns  other  valu- 
able farming  property,  among  which  is  a  tract  of 
two  bundled  and  six  acres,  with  n  liouse  and  barn ; 
also  a  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acre  farm 
in  Indiana,  with  a  tiouse  and  barn:  also  a  one 
hundred  and  six  acre  homestead,  well   improved, 


with  house  and  barn,  in  Terre  Coupee  Prairie, 
Bertrand  Township;  and  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  nine  acres  in  Niles  Township,  his  entire  acre- 
age being  estimated  at  thirteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six. 

Mr.  House  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Niles,  and  is  prominent  in  financial  enter- 
prises. He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Zion  Evan- 
gelical Church,  of  which  he  has  been  Steward  for 
seven  years.  He  was  one  of  the  building  commit- 
tee through  whose  efforts  the  new  liouse  of  wor- 
ship was  erected.  Our  subject  was  a  liberal  donor 
and  generously  gave  many  hundreds  of  dollars 
toward  the  completion  of  the  new  building.  Mrs. 
House  has  also  been  a  valuable  aid  in  religious  work 
and  benevolent  entei-prises,  and  has  long  been 
connected  with  the  church.  One  son  has  blessed 
the  home,  William  David,  born  upon  his  grand- 
father's liomestead  August  20,  1871.  William  D. 
House  is  an  intelligent  young  man  and,  possessing 
excellent  business  ability,  has  a  bright  future  be- 
fore him.  He  is  married,  and  with  his  wife,  form- 
erly Miss  Nellie  Shearer,  has  been  residing  with 
his  parents.  Our  subject  is  now  erecting  a  dwell- 
ing in  Buchanan,  where  he  expects  after  a  time  to 
locate,  and  will  then  retire  from  active  business. 
His  life  has  been  a  busy  one,  and  throughout  the 
prosperous  years  be  has  steadily  won  his  upward 
way,  true  to  each  daily  duty.  Without  being  a 
politician,  he  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  national 
issues  and  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  an  enter- 
prising and  loyal  American  citizen,  and  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket. 


^J  INOT  INGRAIIAM,  a  well-to-do  citizen 
I  111  of  Coloma  and  for  twenty-tliree  years  the 
W  ii  most  prominent  merchant  of  this  thriving 
*  village,  was  born  in  Sackett's  Harbor.  N.  Y., 

on  the  lOlh  of  February,  1820.  His  father,  J  are  tt 
Ingraham,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  having 
been  born  there  in  1777,  and  was  one  of  eight 
children  in  the  family  of  a  Revolutionary  hero, 
who,  after  having  served  his  counti'y  with  indom- 
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italiJe  bravery,  (lied  ijuriiig  tlie  continuance  of  the 
struggle  with  England.  Tlie  family  oi'igi Rated 
in  England. 

Jai-clt  Ingralium  was  a  meciiaiiic  and  a  fanner, 
and  in  an  early  day  made  settlement  in  Jefferson 
County,  N.Y.  During  the  War  of  1812  lie  served 
as  inspector  of  provisions,  and  he  also  shouldered 
his  musket  and  [Hirticipated  actively  in  the  battle 
of  Saekett's  Harbor.  In  1845  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  for  one  summer  resided  in  Itninbridge 
Township,  IJeriien  County,  after  which  he  located 
in  tlie  northern  part  of  Watervliet.  Here  he  and 
his  son,  onr  subject,  pni-chased  seven  eighty-aci-e 
tracts,  and  he  cleai-ed  and  Improved  one  of  these 
lots,  making  it  his  home  for  a  number  of  yeai's. 
His  death  occurred  in  Bainbrid^^e  in  18o6. 

A  Whig  in  politics,  Mr.  Ingi'aham  was  a  man 
who  gave  considerable  attention  to  affairs  of  local 
or  geneml  interest,  and  was  a  thoughtful  student 
of  the  times.  He  was  a  consistent  Christian  and 
an  active  worker  in  tlie  Fi-ee-will  llaptist  Church, 
toward  the  growth  of  which  he  was  a  liberal  and 
rcgnlar  contributor.  He  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Polly  Pitman,  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughtei-s.  The 
wife  and  mother  survived  tier  husband 's  demise 
for  fifteen  yeara. 

Karly  in  life  our  subject  begun  work  in  a  wagon 
shop  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  began  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  purchasing  at  that  time  fifty  acres 
in  the  town  of  Clayton,  N.  V.  In  1847  he  sold 
that  property  and,  coming  to  Michigan,  settled  on 
section  4,  Watervliet  Townsliip,  where  he  im- 
proved two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  has 
given  considerable  assistance  to  his  sons,  and  still 
retains  the  ownership  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  besides  four  houses  in  Coloma,  the  St.  Cloud 
Block  in  this  village,  and  other  real  estate.  Jt 
will  thus  be  seen  that  prosperity  has  rewarded  his 
exertions,  and  he  is  one  of  the  moneyed  men  of 
the  village. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year  184.S,  Mi.  Ingralmin 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  ValcttaC, daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  A.  Williams,  Her  father  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Jeffei-son  County,  N.  Y.,  whither  he 
removed  from  Massachusetts,  and  he  was  also  one 
of  tlie    pioneer   teachers  of  Watertown,  where  lie 


taught  for  a  number  of  years.  His  death  occurred 
on  a  farm.  He  had  served  in  a  number  of  county 
offices  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
township.  His  father  was  also  a  man  of  inflnence 
and  note,  and  died  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Ingraham  are  members  of  the  Free-will 
Baptist  Church.  Tliey  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  were  reared  to  manhood, 
layman  and  ISolon.  In  addition  to  engaging  in 
the  mereantile  business  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  Mr.  Ingraham  also  was  proprietor  of  a 
hotel  and  conducted  that  enterprise  with  success. 
Formerly  a  Whig,  he  is  now  a  Republican,  and  has 
been    the  incumbent  of  a  number  of  positions  of 


ll@*@l^^^- 


OHN  S.  COIXINS.  In  the  perusal  of  this 
volume  the  reader  has  doubtless  been  im- 
^f=^ll  pressed  with  the  fact  that  the  large  major- 
ij^/y  ity  of  our  most  successful  citizens  have 
risen  to  positions  of  influence  from  humble  en- 
vironments and  in  spite  of  adverse  cireumstances. 
To  this  list  of  men  we  add  the  name  of  John  S. 
Collins,  the  well-known  tanner  of  Itlilton  Town- 
ship, whose  farm  is  pleasantly  located  on  section 
7.  Here  he  engages  in  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  com- 
prising the  estate,  most  of  which  is  nnder  cultiva- 
tion. Since  he  located  on  this  place  in  18.56  he 
has  added  many  improvements  and  erected  an  tim- 
ber of  sulistantial  farm  buildings,  in  this  way  in- 
creasing the  value  of  the  property  materially. 

A  few  words  with  reference  to  the  ance-stors  of 
our  subject  will  not  be  amiss  in  this  connection.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Collins,  was  a  native 
of  England  and  with  two  brothers  emigrated  to  this 
country  at  an  early  day.  The  maternal  grand- 
father. William  Candy,  was  ,ilso  born  in  England, 
whence,  accompanied  by  two  brothers,  he  came  to 
America  many  years  ago.  'J'he  parents  of  oursub- 
ject,  Thomas  and  Sophia  (Candy)  Collins,  were 
both  natives  of  Delaware,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried. They  located  in  Milford.Kent  County,  that 
State,  where  the  father  engaged  as  a  brick  mason 
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and  plasterer  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
the  ago  of  forty  years.  His  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  and  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-one. 

Thomas  and  Sophia  Collins  were  the  parents  of 
nine  eliildren,  of  whom  three  daughters  and  five 
sons  reached  mature  years.  Five  ai'c  now  living 
as  follows:  Benjamin  T.,  a  resident  of  Niles; 
James  A.,  who  ia  living  in  St.  Joseph,  this  State; 
John,  of  this  sketch;  Sophia,  the  widow  of  N.Den- 
nis, of  Chicago;  and  Mary  C,  widow  of  George  N. 
Bond,  a  resident  of  Denver,  Colo.  John  S.,  the 
seventh  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  Del.,  January  4.  1817,  and  remained  in 
his  native  place  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  to  Michigan,  in  1834,  and  located  in  Niles. 
For  seventeen  years  he  followed  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  and  for  fourteen  successive  years  he 
and  a  brother  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
boots  and  shoes  in  that  city.  Later  he  conducted 
a  grocery  and  bakery  for  one  year,  and  in  1849  he 
purchased  a  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Niles  Township. 

After  making  his  home  on  that  place  for  five 
and  one-half  years,  Mr.  Collins  disposed  of  his 
property  and  returned  to  Niles.  In  1856,  as  has 
been  stated,  he  purchased  the  place  where  he  iias 
since  resided.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1843,  he  mar- 
ried Martha  Reese,  wlio  was  born  in  Tioga  County, 
N.Y.,  January  17,  1824.  Tlie  paternal  grandfa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Collins  was  Jacob  Reese,  a  native  of 
West  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  who  traceii  his  ancestry 
to  Holland.  Her  parents,  .John  M.  and  Angelina 
M.  (Mills)  Reese,  were  natives  of  New  York,  the 
latter  having  been  born  in  Amsterdam,  of  Welsh 
descent.  Mr.  Reese  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  was  thus  engaged  in  New  York  and  in  Indi- 
ana, whither  lie  removed  in  1834,  settling  in  St. 
Joseph,  Two  years  later  he  came  to  Cass  County, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty.  His  mother 
had  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundi-ed 
and  two.  Mre.  Angelina  Reese  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Cass  County.  She  is  quite  ac- 
tive, notwithstanding  the  fact  that  she  is  ninety- 
three  years  of  age. 

Of  a  family  of  eleven  children  who  lived  to  ma- 
turity, two   having  died  in  childhood,  Mrs.  Col- 


lins is  the  second  daughter.  She  was  a  child  of 
ten  years  when  she  accompanied  her  parents  to 
lndiana,and  two  years  later  came  to  Cass  County, 
where  she  grew  to  womanhood  and  married. 
Her  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  ot  four 
children,  as  follows:  Albert  R,,  of  Niles;  Alice, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Fowler  and  resides  with 
our  subject  on  the  home  farm;  Emma  B.,  who 
married  Edwin  Fowier,  a  farmer  residing  in  Cass 
County,  N.  Dak.;  and  Rev.  John  S.,  a  minister  in 
the  Baptist  Church  and  a  missionary  in  the  Iron 
Mountains,  in  the  northern  part  of  Michigan. 

In  his  younger  years  Mr.  Collins  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party  and  oast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial ballot  for  Martin  Van  Buren.  However,  for 
many  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
licans and  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  that  party.  He 
has  held  a  number  of  official  positions  in  Berrien 
and  Cass  Counties,  has  filled  the  various  school 
ofHces  and  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  village  of 
Niles,  where  lie  was  also  a  member  of  the  Common 
Coundl.  He  has  served  as  Highway  Commissioner 
of  Milton  Township.  While  he  still  superintends 
his  farm,  he  no  longer  actively  engages  in  tilling 
tlie  soil,  but  is  passing  his  time  quietly  at  his  home 
in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  highly  regarded  through- 
out this  community  and  have  a  large  circle  of 
warm  personal  friends. 


:,C^.^.H^>  ^=Sj-^..,^^  -  ■: 


yK^>ORMAN  E.  LANDON. 

I     jlj  numbered  man3'  represei 
iii;^   best  class  of  citizens  of  t 


:^^ORMAN  E.  LANDON.  England  has  ever 
;presentatives  among  the 
this  country.  There 
is  a  sterling  quahty  about  the  nationality  that 
particularly  fits  them  for  pioneer  life,  and  wc,  as 
Americans,  are  greatly  indebted  to  settlers  of 
English  origin  for  the  rapid  advancement  made  in 
our  civilization.  The  Landon  family  came  origin- 
ally from  England,  and  a  branch  of  the  family 
tree  took  root  in  American  soil  at  a  period  far 
antedating  the  Revolution.  Rufus  Landon,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  entered  the  Colonial 
Army  when  but  seventeen  yeare  of  age  and  fought 
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bi'avely  for  independence.  He  was  one  wlio  en- 
tered Canoda  to  relieve  Arnold,  who  was  operating 
against  Quebec.  Being  a  drummer  hoj',  lie  served 
tlirougliout  the  war  and  was  under  Gen.  Schuyler 
in  the  northern  |»art  of  the  United  States  for  some 
time. 

Norman  E.  Landon  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Salisbury,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  in  1824,  and 
was  the  youngest  of  seven  children  horn  to  Luther 
and  Martlitf  (Hewitt)  Landon,  natives  also  of 
Connecticut.  Mr.  Landon  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  followed  that  very  successfully  all  his 
life.  His  marriage  resulted  m  the  birlli  of  the  fol- 
lowing children;  John,  deceased;  Sarah,  deceased, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Abram  Bcrgart;  Rufus,  de- 
ceased; Catherine,  widow  of  George  Eldredgo; 
Martha,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Harris 
Bockley,  who  is  also  deceased;  and  Norman  E., 
our  subject.     All  these  children  lived  to  maturity. 

Norman  E.  Landon  was  reared  in  his  native 
State  and  received  but  a  limited  education.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  started  out  to  make  his 
own  way  in  life,  and  at  once  began  learning  the 
carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade  in  Kinderhook,  N.  Y. 
He  remained  in  that  section  for  seven  years,  four 
years  of  which  time  he  wns  engaged  in  managing 
and  contracting  for  himself.  Later  he  returned  to 
Connecticut,  and  for  n  ine  yeai's  worked  at  his  trade 
in  that  State,  Seeing  better  prospects  for  his 
trade  in  the  West,  he  turned  his  face  in  that 
direction  in  1858,  and  landed  in  Berrien  County, 
Ijake  Township,  Mich.,  where,  with  the  exception 
of  about  three  years,  he  has  resided  ever  since. 
For  the  most  part,  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming, 
and  has  followed  his  trade  but  little.  The  land  on 
wliicli  Mr.  Landon  now  lesides,  when  purchased  by 
him  had  but  few  improvements,  but  he  began  at 
once  to  clear,  and  now  has  one  of  the  finest  places 
in  his  section.  Of  the  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
comprising  the  farm,  he  has  sixty  acres  finely  im- 
proved, and  on   this  a   beautiful   residence,  out- 


buildini 


,  etc. 


in  1847,  Mr.  Landon  married  Miss  Rebecca 
Allen,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  daughter  of 
Harris  and  Clai-a  (June)  Allen,  of  Kinderhook, 
N.  Y,  The  Allen  family  came  originally  from 
England,  and  its  members  became  prominent  citi- 


tns  of  the  Empire  State.     Thejune  family  settled 
New  York  at  a  very  early  period.     Mrs,  Lan- 
don was  the  only  cliiid  born   to  lier  parents.     The 
c  children  born    to  our  subject   and  wife  were 
follows:    Martha,    wife    of    Ransom    Aslicroff; 
Elizabeth,  wife    of  Wellington    Munson,  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.;  Edward  N.;   Clara,  wife  of  Rich- 
mond Stalielin,  of  this  county;  and  two  who  died 
infancy.     In  politics,    he  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  and  Mrs.  Landon  are 
membei-s  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli. 


=»#®*'»-«-»®l>ii 


^F*)HEO  R.  MARBLE,  a  prominent  general 
M^i  agriculturist  and  esteemed  citizen  of  Bu- 
^^^  chanan  Township,  Berrien  Count}',  Mich.i 
was  born  amid  the  Green  Mountains  of  Vermont 
January  18,  1830.  The  Marble  family  is  wet! 
known  in  New  England,  and  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  James  and  Alice  (Smith)  Marble,  were 
born  in  Salem,  Mass.  From  there  they  moved  to 
Vermont,  and  in  1844  emigrated  to  the  State  of 
Indiana,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  St,  Josepii 
County.  The  father  died  in  1848,  hut  the  mother 
survived  many  years,  passing  away  at  four-score 
years  and  ten.  The  eight  cliiJdren  of  the  parental 
family  were  as  follows:  Edward,  living  in  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.;  Sarah,  deceased,  the  wife  of 
L.  Shaddock;  John  C,  a  citizen  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.;  Willard  and  Orson,  deceased;  Isaac, 
a  resident  of  Buchanan;  Lucy,  deceased;  and  The- 
odore R.,  our  subject.  The  father,  an  eneigetic 
and  industrious  man  of  sterling  integrity  of  char- 
acter, was  sixty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  decease. 

Theo  R.  Marble  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  life  for  himself,  and  worked 
i)y  the  month,  still  engaging  in  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture,  for  about  six  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  length  of  time,  he,  in  1852,  emigrated 
to  California,  traveling  overland  with  an  ox-team 
and  taking  other  stock.  He  was  hired  as  driver 
to  accompany  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Litzeuberger, 
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who  preceded  him  to  Council  Bluffs,  from  wliicb 
city  he  walked  the  entire  distance  to  McCellamy 
Hill,  Cal.  Tliere  were  in  the  train  forty-one  men 
and  women,  seventeen  wagons,  two  or  three  hun- 
dred head  of  cattle,  and  a  dozen  loose  liorses. 
After  leaving  Omaha  everything  went  smoothly 
nntil  the  party  reached  Shell  Creek,  about  one 
and  a-half  days'  drive  from  Council  Bluffs,  when 
the  train  was  attacked  by  three  hundred  Pawnee 
Indians.  A  running  iight  occurred,  the  wagons 
movin{{  slowly  along  in  the  mean  time.  Two  men 
were  shot  through  tlie  thighs,  and  Mr.  Utzen- 
berger  was  shot  through  the  left  lung  hy  .in  ar- 
row and  never  fully  recovered  from  tlie  wound. 
Six  or  seven  Indians  were  killed  outright  and  a 
numberso  badly  wounded  that  they  soon  after  died. 
The  Indians,  later  reinforced  and  fully  five  hun- 
dred strong,  followed  after  and  camijed  within  a 
half-mile  of  the  train,  but  the  latter  had  been  joined 
by  about  tliruc  hundred  Missouri  men  and  their  fam- 
ilies, and  the  Indians,  finding  themselves  opposed 
by  a  small  and  armed  army  of  determined  emi- 
grants, abandoned  their  hostile  designs  and  with- 
drew from  the  field.  At  the  time  this  trip  was 
taken  Omaha  boosted  only  a  few  families,  and  the 
country  was  almost  a  desert  until  the  weary  train 
struck  Utah. 

At  last,  safely  arriving  in  Californ  ia,  Mr.  Marble 
spent  two  years  in  mining.  At  first  he  was  very 
successful,  and  took  from  a  mine  from  $S0  to 
ilOO  per  day.  For  this  mine  he  was  offered  #20,- 
000  in  cash,  but  refused,  and  in  a  short  time 
tlie  deposit  was  exhausted  and  the  mine  became 
worthless.  Remaining  in  the  Golden  State  for 
twenty-one  years,  our  subject  witnessed  the  re- 
markable growth  and  prosperity  of  San  Francisco 
and  Sacramento,  which,  when  he  saw  them,  were 
at  first  "canvas"  towns,  but  inside  the  tents  were 
gay  trappings  and  furniture,  especially  in  the 
gambling  houses,  which  abounded.  At  that  time 
some  of  the  most  valuable  business  lots  could 
have  been  purchased  for  $100  and  less. 

After  his  two  years'  experience  in  mining  Mr. 
Marble  engaged  in  carpenter  work,  speculated, 
raised  stock  and  was  variously  employed.  Finally 
he  returned  to  his  former  home,  married  and 
with    his    wife    again     journeyed    to    California. 


Having  some  time  before  purchased  city  lots,  lie 
now  sold  them  and  invested  in  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  a  portion  of  which  was  under 
cultivation,  and  which  was  situated  about  one 
hundred  miles  from  San  Francisco.  There  were 
upon  the  tract  a  fine  orchard  and  vineyard,  but 
our  subject  devoted  the  land  mostly  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  wheat.  This  farm  Mr.  Marble  sold  in 
1876.  returned  to  Indiana,  remained  there  two  or 
three  years,  and  tiien  purchased  his  present  home- 
stead of  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres, 
costing  #35  per  acre.  One  hundred  and  forty 
acres  have  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  pro- 
ductiveness and  the  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in 
Berrien  County. 

Onr  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  1871 
with  Mrs.  Ann  M.  (Frain)  Curtis,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Frain,  of  St.  .loseph  County,  Ind.  One 
son,  Arthur,  blessed  the  union,  now  a  resident  of 
South  Bend.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Marble  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Buchanan  Lodge  No.  68,  A.  F.  A.  A.  M. 
He  joined  Curtis  Lodge  No.  140  in  California. 
He  was  also  in  the  early  days  of  California  an 
.iclive  member  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  which 
was  then  the  terror  of  evil-doers.  Since  1876 
Mr.  Marble  has  been  somewhat  disabled  by  a  iiar- 
tial  paralysis  of  tho  lower  limbs,  the  effects  of  a 
fever.  A  man  of  bright  intelligence  and  superior 
business  ability,  he  manages  his  homestead  with 
excellent  judgment  and  practical  skill.  Although 
never  a  politician,  our  subject  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  affaii-s  of  the  day,  and  is  a  liberal-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen. 


u 


■  ILLIAM  HANSON,  a  prosperous  citizen 
id  retired  agriculturist  of  Cass  County, 
W^  Mich.,  was  for  years  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  (if  the  State,  and,  a  man  of  ability  and 
excellent  judgment,  won  his  way  from  small  be- 
ginnings steadily  upward  to  an  honorable  position 
of  usefulness  and  influence.  Born  November  14, 
1824,  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject 
is  now  entering  tlie  evening  of  his  age  and.  rosid- 
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in"  in  Edwardsburgh,  enjoys  the  companionsiiip 
of  a  large  circle  of  old  friends  and  acquaintan- 
ces. Mr.  Hanson  was  the  son  of  Jolin  and  Lydia 
(Schenek)  Hanson.  His  patci-nal  grandfather  it  is 
supposed  came  from  Holland  to  America,  and  set- 
tled near  Fonda,  N.  Y.  He  participated  in  the 
struggles  of  the  Rev oUitio nary  War  and,  captured, 
escaped  by  running  the  gauntlet  of  the  enemy's 
fire.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  the  Moliawk. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  upon 
tlie  old  homestead  on  the  Mohawk  River  reared  a 
family.  His  son,  the  father  of  oursubject, trained 
to  the  duties  of  agriculture,  was  also  a  farmer. 
In  the  fall  of  1835,  John  Hanson  journeyed  by 
canal  and  lake  to  Detroit,  starting  by  wagon  from 
Fultonviile,  N.  Y.  From  Detroit  he  made  his  way 
to  Cass  County  and  settled  in  Ontwa  Township, 
where  he  wintered. 

In  the  spring  of  1836,  the  father  located  on  sec- 
tion 31,  Jefferson  Township,  and  entered  onehun- 
dred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  impi-ovcd,  trans- 
forming tlie  unbroken  prairie  into  productive 
fields.  He  died  in  1867,  at  fifty-seven  yea  re  of 
age.  He  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was  in 
religious  belief  a  Presbyterian.  His  widow,  a  de- 
voted Cliristian  woman,  also  a  Presbyterian,  sur- 
vived until  1871.  John  Hanson  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  his  first  wife  was  Miss  Salisbury.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  two  children,  Sarah  and  Mag- 
gie. By  his  second  wife  tlie  fatlier  of  our  subject 
had  his  liousehold  increased  by  tlie  birth  of  ten 
children:  William;  Ann  Northup,  ot  California; 
Daniel,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ralph,  killed  in  the 
mines  of  California;  James;  Rebecca  Blair;  Victor 
P.,  of  Montana;  Benjamin,  who  served  in  the 
Sixth  Michigan,  and  died  at  Ship  Island;  John,  of 
California;  and  Mary,  who  died  in  early  youtJi.  The 
mother  of  these  sons  and  daughters  was  a  native 
of  Montgomery  County.  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Sehenck,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Schenck 
was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  ran  a  plaster-mill, 
also  grist,  saw  and  carding  mills.  He  accumu- 
lated a  handsome  property,  and  three  times  en- 
tered the  bonds  of  matrimony. 

In  the  '408  Mr.  Schenck  emigrated  to  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  where  he  later  passed  away.  Through- 
out his  long  career  he  was  an  active  business  man 


and  reared  a  family  by  each  wife.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  had  one  brother,  Ralph.  The  ma- 
ternal great-grandfather  was  a  farmer  of  the  Em- 
pire  State.  Our  subject  was  reared  upon  tiiehome 
farm  and  received  but  a  limited  education,  hav- 
ing been  obliged  very  early  in  life  to  aid  in  the 
support  of  his  father's  large  family.  Arrived  at 
manhood,  self-reliant,  energetic  and  industrious. 
Mr.  Hanson  began  to  work  for  himself,  and  lor 
tliree  years  ran  a  breaking  team  with  eight  and 
ten  yoke  of  cattle.  When  twenty-two  years  old 
he  iuvested  his  sav  ngs  egl  ty  acres,  which  he 
diligently  imprfved  and  vas  soon  able  to  add 
forty  acres  more  to  I  s  f a  Prospering,  he  pur- 

chased eighty  ad  1  t  onal  ac  e  and  located  on  sec- 
tion 31,  Jefferson  Tow  si  p  In  1859  he  sold  out 
his  former  interests  a  d  b  "It  ninety  acres  on 
section  27,  Jefferson  Township,  and,  constantly 
adding  to  this  homestead,  (inatly  owned  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  one  large  body,  and  was 
also  the  owner  of  another  valuable  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Tlie  tract  of  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  lias  been  brought  mostly  up 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  this  section  of  Michigan,  being  im- 
proved with  substantial,  commodious  and  hand- 
some buildings. 

Our  subject  has  been  married  twice.  Elizabeth 
Crawford,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Sol- 
omon) Crawford,  was  his  first  wife.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Cass  County,  and 
settled  within  its  boundaries  in  18^6.  He  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  a  man  of  ability,  and  was  highly 
respected.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hanson  was  the  mother 
of  six  children:  Mary,  wife  of  P.  Head,  of  Texas; 
Henry;  Charles;  Ann,  wife  of  Charles  Thatcliei 
and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  The  first  wife  died 
September  7,  1865,aged  forty-two.  She  was  a  mem 
l>er  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was 
an  estimable  woman,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
The  second  wife,  Matilda  Hownover.born  in  Col 
bia  County,  Pa.,  was  the  daughter  of  Richard 
Catherine  ( Dye)  Hownover,  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
The  Hownovers  emigrated  from  the  East  to  Michi 
,  1840,  and  settled  in  White  Pigeon.  In 
the  father  and  mother  returned  to  their 
■ly  home,  and  there  Richard   Hownover  died  in 
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1861,  in  the  month  of  November.  He  wasan  active 
m&n  and  engaged  in  various  occupations,  princi- 
pally milling  and  fanning.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  1869.  Their  home  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  two  sons  and  four  daughters:  David,  William, 
Mary,  Deborah,  Margaret  and  Matilda.  Richard 
Hownover  was  a  son  of  Ralph  Kovenhoven,  a  na- 
tive af  Holland,  who  early  emigrated  to  Amcriua. 
His  wife,  a  Baptist  in  religious  belief,  was  Anna 
Lake.  The  mat<;rnal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Han- 
son were  the  father  and  mother  of  three  sons  and 
one  daughter.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Minnie  .T.,  now  the 
wife  of  Edwin  Harris.  Mr.  Hanson,  essentially  a 
self-made  man  and  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tune, has  acquired  a  handsome  competence,  and 
since  1881  has  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well- 
earned  rest.  From  his  earliest  youth  having  faith- 
fully performed  every  duty  ot  lite  entrusted  to 
his  cai-e,  he  may  with  pleasure  review  the  annals 
of  liis  long  and  successful  career. 


SYLVESTER  M.  COPELAND.  a  prosperous 
general  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
siding about  two  and  a-fonrth  miles  north- 
west of  the  pleasant  village  of  Three  Oaks, 
Mich.,  has  cultivated  his  finely-improved  home- 
stead for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  is  num. 
bei-ed  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  lierrien 
County.  Mr.  Copeland  is  a  native  of  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  June  II,  1844.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Abial  Copeland,  a  hard-work- 
ing and  energetic  man.  made  his  home  in  the  Em- 
pire State  and  was  a  wcU-known  and  highly  re- 
spected resident  of  Jefferson  Counly,in  which  part 
of  New  York  the  father  of  our  subject,  Alonzo 
Copeland,  was  bom.  The  father,  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  his  native  State,  attained  to  adult  age  in 
his  early  home  and  married  Miss  Chloe  E.  Martin, 
whose  birthplace  was  also  in  Jefferson  County, 
N,  Y.  The  husband  and  wife,  settling  in  Oswego 
County,  were  there  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  three  of  the 


family  yet  surviving.  The  father  was  by  trade  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  and  made  his  trade  the  main 
occupation  of  his  busy  life.  In  1865,  Alonzo 
Copeland  with  his  wife  and  children,  emigrated 
from  the  old  New  York  homestead  to  lierrien 
County,  Mich. 

The  father  is  yet  living  at  an  advanced  age,;Ti;d 
makes  liis  home  in  the  village  of  Three  Oaks;  the 
mother  passed  away  in  her  Western  home  in  Ber- 
rien County  November  22,  1890.  She  was  a  wo- 
man of  intelligence,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Sylvester  M.  was  the  third  child  born  unto  his 
parents  and  passed  his  youth  and  early  manhood 
among  the  familiar  scenes  of  Oswego  County,  lie 
received  a  good  common-school  education  and 
aho  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner 
and  was  well  fitted  by  habits  of  industry  to  make 
his  own  way  in  life  when  ho  came  to  Berrien 
County,  about  one  year  previous  to  his  father. 
Upon  August  22,  1862,  our  subject  patriotically 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Government,  joining 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  New  York 
Infantry.  While  passing  fi-om  Ship  Island  to  New 
Orleans,  he  was  attacked  with  the  measles  on  ship- 
board and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  in  Now  Or- 
leans, June  11,  1863.  He  was  very  sick  and  was 
nut  able  to  leave  the  hospital  until  September  22, 
1863,  and  soon  after,  discharged  on  aeeouut  of 
disability,  returned  to  his  home  in  New  York,  lie 
yet  receives  a  pension,  as  his  health  was  seriously 
impaired,  but  in  these  succeeding  years  he  has  in 
a  measure  outgrown  the  effects  of  his  exposure. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  Mr.  Copeland  located  in 
Aurora,  III.,  where  lie  remained  until  .lauuary  !, 
1865,  when  he  journeyed  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
worked  in  the  employ  of  tlie  Government  as  a  car- 
penter and  joiner.  He  was  engaged  in  Nashville 
until  May,  1865,  at  which  date  he  joined  liis  par- 
ents in  Michigan,  Our  subject  has  since  con- 
stantly resided  in  Berrien  County,  and  upon  tlie 
Ist  of  November,  1867,  was  married  to  Miss  Hen- 
rietta Barnes,  a  native  of  La  Porte  County,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Copeland,  born  May  1,  1844,  is  a  daughter  of 
Perry  and  Hannah  (Laferty)  Barnes,  who  wci-e  of 
Eastern  nativity.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  estim- 
able wife  were  born  three  children,  one  daughter 
and  two  sons:  Ada  Belle,  Amos  li.  and  Walter  W. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Mr.  Copciand  lias  been  financially  successful,  and 
aside  fiom  his  vfliuable  and  highly-cultivated 
farm  of  eiglily  acres, conlainiugcxcellentimiJrove- 
menls,  a  cornmodious  residence,  hams  and  other 
buildings,  owns  a  lot  in  Three  Oiiks  and  ten 
acres  adjoining  the  town  site.  In  political  af- 
niiation  our  subject  is  a  Republican  and  cast  his 
fir.st  vote  for  Lincoln.  His  parents  were  members 
of  tlie  Free-will  llaptist  Chureli.  but  Mr.  Copeland 
is  not  liimselt  connected  with  any  religious  de- 
nomination He  is,  however,  a  man  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity and,  doing  his  daily  duty  as  a  neighbor, 
friend  and  citi/.en  enjoys  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity by  whom  he  is  surrouiideil. 


^®W(e» — 


(il  I»II,I.1AM  M.  HAI.DWIN  is  a  substantial 
\.Ji  eilizeu  of  Ilerrien  County,  Midi.,  and 
*VW  from  early  boyhood  has  devoteil  his  at- 
tention to  farming  intci-ests,  being  now  the  owner 
of  an  excellent  tract  of  land,  com|irising  seventy 
acres,  wliich  is  the  result  of  eanicst  persistent  toil, 
as  well  as  progressive  and  enlightened  views. 
From  the  age  of  ten  yoai-s  he  has  been  a  resident 
of  Michigan,  and  he  has  witnessed  a  wonderful 
transformation  in  the  State,  especially  in  Berrien 
County,  and  during  all  these  years  he  has  been  an 
iictive  observei  of  the  trend  of  events.  He  has 
not  been  merely  a  "  looker  on  in  Venice,"  but  a 
citizen  who  has  througli  his  enterprise,  his  integ- 
rity and  his  public  spirit  contributed  his  full 
shai-e  to  the  magnificent  development  of  the  sec- 
tion in  which  he  resides, 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  in  Essex  County,  N,  J., 
in  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  David  R,  and  Elizabeth 
(Kerns)  Baldwin,  natives  respectively  of  New 
Jei-sey  and  Pennsylvania.  The  parents  celebrated 
their  nuptials  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  subse- 
quently returned  toNew  Jersey,  where  they  resided 
some  time.  From  there  they  moved  to  Calhoun 
County,  Mich.,  and  in  1869  came  to  Berrien 
County,  when  it  was  wiid  and  unsettled.  He  lo- 
cated at  what  is  now  known  as  Ruggles'  Mills  and 


engaged  in  blacksmithing,  which  he  followed  until 
his  death,  which  occuri-ed  in  1880,  when  about 
seventy-one  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  about  1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Margaret,  deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Joel  Starr;  George,  who  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Atlanta;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  L.  Hunter, 
of  Oceana  County,  Mich.;  Charles,  who  died  in  the 
army;  Elias,  who  resides  in  Barrotla;  and  William 
M.,  our  subject. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  quite  small  when 
bis  parents  first  came  toMichigan,aud  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Calhoun  County. 
At  the  youthful  age  of  sixteen  years  he  started 
out  to  fight  life's  battles  for  himself  and  firat  com- 
menced as  a  laborer  on  a  farm.  This  he  continued 
until  about  1865,  when  he  began  renting  land, 
continuing  this  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1886 
he  pureliftsed  his  present  farm  of  seventy  acres, 
which  was  all  heavy  Umber-land.  For  the  past 
thirteen  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  milling  and 
has  utilized  the  timber  on  his  land.  He  has  a  mill 
on  his  farm,  and  for  n  number  of  years  has  been 
doing  quite  an  extensive  lumber  business. 

In  the  year  1866  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Jeanette  Mead,  a  native  of  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  the  daughter  of  Varney  P,  and  Experi- 
ence (Saunders)  Mead,  early  settlers  of  this  coun- 
ty. To  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Baldwin  were  born  three 
children:  Alice,  the  wife  of  Allison  Post,  of  this 
county;  Nellie,  deceased;  and  Eva,  at  home. 
Politically,  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  Democrat  and  is  a 
warm  advocate  of  the  principles  of  his  party. 


^^EORGK  M.  SCOTT  is  one  of  the  leading 
/[  agriculturists  of    Berrien   County,    Midi., 

'^^^f  and  has  followed  this  calling  from  his 
earliest  boyhood,  being  initiated  into  its  mysteries 
by  his  father,George  H.Scott,  who  was  originally 
from  the  Green  Mountain  State.  In  addition  to 
that,  he  is  also  engaged  in  iruil-growiiig,  and  in 
all  tilings  relating  to  that  industry  he  is  a  con- 
noisseur, his  products  being  of  the  best  varieties, 
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of  unusual  size,  niid  of  delicious  taste.  Mr.  Scott 
is  a  ualive-born  resident  of  this  county,  his  birth 
occurhng  March  28,  1845,  anil  for  that  reason, 
I)ei'liu{>s,  is  more  liable  to  succeed  in  liis  calhiig 
than  though  he  had  moved  in  from  some  other 
State. 

George  H.  Scott,  father  of  our  subject,  selected 
his  wife  in  the  pei-son  of  Miss  Eliza  (iragg,  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  to  them  were  given 
five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  our  subject 
being  lirst  in  order  of  birth.  The  [)arent5  came  to 
Michigan  about  1840,  settling  ueav  St,  Joseph,  and 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  region.  The 
fatlier  is  still  living,  making  his  home  in  St. 
.loseph,  and  is  respected  by  all.  When  he  first 
went  to  that  town  he  engaged  in  various  enter- 
prises, having  at  one  time  a  general  store  there. 
Later,  he  and  liis  brother  Reuben  owned  and 
operated  two  vessels  on  the  lake,  and  were  thus 
engaged  for  a  number  of  years,  dealing  extensively 
in  wood  and  lumber.  After  that  Mr.  Scott  bought 
a  farm  in  Royalton  Township,  and  here  resided 
for  about  twenty-live  years,  carrying  on  his  farm, 
and  at  the  same  time  operating  a  sawmill.  He 
finally  sold  tliat  farm,  and  is  now  residing  in  St. 
.Joseph,  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  lite.  He 
hud  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  worthy  companion 
in  Berrien  County,  in  September,  1872. 

The  original  of  this  notice  remained  in  St.  Joseph 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  received  a  good 
pi-aetical  education  in  the  schools  of  that  city. 
He  then  wont  on  the  farm  with  bis  father,  and  in 
connection  witli  the  farming  industry  carried  on 
the  sawmill  business  for  his  fatlier  for  ten  yeare. 
Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
fruit-growing,  and  is  making  a  complete  success  of 
both  callings.  Although  there  are  but  forty-nine 
acres  in  his  farm,  every  part  is  improved  and  under 
a  splendid  state  of  cultivation;  the  crops  never 
fail  him,  and  be  is  recognized  throughout  bis  sec- 
tion as  a  man  suited   in  every  way  for  his  calling. 

Mr.  Scott  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Miss  Lottie  E.Carlton.  She  left  one 
child,  Dwight  C.  Tn  selecting  a  companion  for  his 
second  wife,  he  chose  Miss  May  C.  Matrau,  a  native 
of  Bainbridgc  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  that  county 


on  the  5th  of  December,  1876.  Four  children  were 
born  to  tliis  union,  and  named  as  follows:  Erma, 
Roy,  Clarence  and  Paul.  Mr.  Scott  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  Republican  principles,  and  his  first 
Presidential  vote  was  east  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 
He  is  one  of  the  county's  best  citizens, and  is  well 
respected. 


_^r;  nKAHAM  CORKLL.     Man  does  not  come 
M/ui    into  the  world  with  mature  thoughts  and 
ini    feelings.     He  learns  a  tew   isolated  facts, 
^  and  from  these  he  evolves  related  truths, 

and  only  at  the  time  of  saying  farewell  to  the 
world  is  he  a  man  in  stature  and  intellect.  His  life 
is  but  a  preparatory  school  for  the  life  to  come.  It 
is  so  with  everyone,  and  not  less  so  to  the  man 
whose  name  is  above.  He  developed,  he  acquired, 
he  struggled,  he  died,  when  to  the  infinite  mind 
he  was  only  ready  to  live  well,  but  a  nobler  life  is 
continued  above. 

Mr.  Corell  was  born  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y., 
August  10,  1815,  and  inherited  his  sturdy  traits  of 
character  from  his  Scotch-Irish  ancesloi-s.  His 
parents,  Abraham  and  Mary  (Miller)  Corell,  were 
natives  respectively  of  New  Jerseyand  New  York, 
and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  the  latter 
Stat*.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  them  our 
subject  was  the  ninth  child  in  order  of  birth  and 
the  fifth  son.  When  four  years  of  age  he  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  remained  until  the  age  of  twenty-two.  His 
scholastic  training  was  received  in  the  common 
schools,  and  at  the  above-mentioned  age  he  went 
with  his  father  to  Girard,  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming.  Our  subject  was  a 
natural  mechanic,  could  shoe  horses  and  could 
turn  his  attention  to  almost  anytbingof  that  kind. 
In  connection  with  farming  he  carried  on  carpen- 
tering, and  was  unusually  successful  in  his  differ- 
ent occupations. 

In  1850  he  left  the  Keystone  State  for  the  West, 
and  settled  in   Niles  Township,  Berrien   County, 
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Mich.,  on  tbe  farm  wliere  Mrs.  Corell  now  resides. 
At  that  time  there  were  no  improvements  on  tiie 
place,  e.toctit  a  small  fmnie  house  anrt  a  log  shed 
for  a  liarn.  and  ubout  eight  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, lie  began  at  oncts  to  make  great  clianges  in 
the  place,  and  on  tliis  farm  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dyingDecember  23, 1883.  lie  was  a  man 
of  industry  an<l  |ierse  vera  nee,  and  one  who  left  an 
unsullied  record  as  an  inheritance  to  his  eliildren. 
In  polities  he  favored  the  Republican  party,  and 
held  a  number  of  local  olllecs,  being  .Tusiice  of  the 
Peace  for  some  time.  His  widow,  who  was  for- 
meriy  Miss  Ann  Klizabetli  Brownell,  was  born  in 
tlie  town  of  Cambridge,  Waaliinjirton  County,  N.  Y., 
November  1,  l«18,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Itenja- 
miiilirownell.wliowasalsoanativcof  thai  county 
ami  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  father, 
Itenjainin  llrownell,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
was  of  Englisli  descent.  Some  of  the  lirownells. 
were  in  llie  lievohitionary  War. 

Mis.  Corell's  mother,  formerly  Susanna  Fi  I 
WHS  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  as  was  also  tl  e 
hitter's  lather,  Benjamin  Fish,  who  came  of  >  ng 
lisli-C^nalter  stock.  They  wei-e  i-clatives  of  Ethan 
Allen,  leader  of  tlie  CJreen  Mountain  boys,  and 
the  Brownelis  were  related  to  Col.  Els  worth.  Mrs, 
Corell's  fallier  and  mother  wore  married  near  Al- 
bany, N.  v.,  April  17,  1808,  but  later  located  in 
the  town  of  Cambridge,  where  the  fatlier  followed 
farming  until  182t>.  From  there  tJiey  moved  to 
centjal  New  York,  wliere  the  father  continued 
tilling  the  soil,  and  Later  moved  to  Erie  County, 
Pa,  This  was  in  1833,  and  tliey  remained  there 
until  1847,  when  they  came  to  B<frrien  County, 
Mich.  In  this  county  both  passed  the  closing 
scenes  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  age 
of  seventv-two,  and  the  motlier  when  eighty-three 
yeai's  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  tliree  daughters  and  nine  sons,  ten  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years,  and  four  of  whom 
are  now  living. 

Mrs.  Corell  is  the  sixth  child  and  eldest  daugh- 
ter. By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Corell,  she  became 
the  mother  of  eleven  children,  six  daughters  and 
five  sons:  Delia  L.,  who  died  at  tlieageof  twenty- 
eight;  Ann  E.,  wife  of  Edward  Terriene,  of  Chi- 
cago; Susan  A.,  wife  of  Elwood  S.  Chamberlain,  of 


Kansas  City;  George  A,  {see  sketcli);  Alice  J.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Perry  D.,  of  Plain- 
view,  Neb,;  Horace  G.,also  of  Nebraska;  M.Alice, 
at  home;  Charlotte  F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
years;  John,  who  died  at  tlie  age  of  four  years; 
and  Benjamin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
months.  Mrs.  Corell  has  a  good  farm  of  ninety- 
eiglit  acres.and  this  has  been  carried  on  by  her  son 
George  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Corell.  She  is  a 
woman  of  more  than  ordinary  intelhgence,  and  is 
welt  liked  by  all  wiio  are  favored  witli  her  ac- 
quaintance. 


J'OSEPII  W.  IIETLER.  The  adaptability  of 
I  Hciiien  County  soil  to  the  cultivation  of 
fmall  fiuits  has  induced  many  progressive 
nen  to  |  ui-chase  property  here  and  engage 
in  business  'is  fruit-growers.  Among  the  fine 
fiuit  fitms  ot  St.  Joseph  is  the  one  owned  by  tlie 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a  well-known  and  influen- 
tial resident  of  this  township.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  and  having  passed  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  here,  has  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances 
among  its  best  people.  He  was  born  in  Royalton 
Township  on  the  2d  of  February,  1857,  and  is  the 
son  of  Gottlieb  and  Martha  Uctler. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  our  subject  accompanied 
his  tatlier  in  the  removal  from  Royalton  Township 
to  the  place  where  he  now  lives.  His  boyhood 
days  were  mainly  spent  in  farm  work,  and  he 
early  learned  the  duties  of  agricultural  life  and 
became  familiar  with  every  department  of  farm- 
ing. In  his  youth  lie  conducted  his  studies  in 
the  Lincoln  Avenue  School.  He  was  seventeen 
years  ot  age  when,  with  a  manly  self-reliance  and 
independence,  he  started  out  in  the  world  for 
himself,  and  since  tliat  time  lie  has  been  self-sup- 
porting. For  a  time  lie  worked  on  a  farm  by  the 
month,  and  continued  in  the  employ  of  othere  for 
ten  yeais. 

In  connection  with  bis  brother,  .J.  M.,  oursubjocl 
in  1881  purchased  the  old  homestead,  which  the 
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two  farmed  in  partnei-sliip  until  about  1889,  when 
the  property  was  divided.  Mr.  Uetlcr  is  now  the 
owner  of  eighteen  acres  of  valuable  land,  about 
nine  acres  bein^  set  out  in  fruit.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  berries,  in  the  cultivation  of  wliicb  lie 
has  met  with  excellent  success.  Tlie  annua!  yield 
of  frnii  is  large,  and  tlie  sales  aggregate  about 
*1,000  or  $1,200  per  year.  Since  locating  on  this 
|)laee,  he  has  erected  the  commodious  bouse  and 
substantial  barns  now  noticeable  on  the  farm,  and 
he  has  also  built  a  nnmber  of  outbuildings  adapted 
to  tlieir  varied  purposes. 

Novemijer  10,  1885,  in  Lincoln  Townsbip,  Ber- 
rien County,  occurred  tlie  marriage  of  Mr.  Hetler 
to  Hiss  Hannah,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Broderson, 
of  Cermany.  Mrs.  Iletler  was  born  in  Germany, 
whence  she  emigi-atc<l  to  this  country  at  tlie  age 
of  lifteen  years  in  company  with  her  mother,  and 
at  the  time  of  lier  marriage  was  residing  in  Lin- 
coln Township,  Berrien  County.  One  child  has 
blessed  this  happy  union,  Koy  Edward,  who  wsis 
born  April  23,  1891,  and  is  a  bright  and  attractive 
child.  Politically,  Mr.  Hetler  is  strongly  attached 
to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. of  which 
he  is  a  devoted  adherent.  He  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  local,  State  and  national  politics,  and  is 
one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  the  community. 
In  his  religious  belief  he  is  identilled  with  the 
Evangelical  Association, 
belongs. 


,  to  which  his  wife  also 


eHAKLBS  M.  WILLIAMS.  It  has  been 
officially  recorded  that  the  natives  of  coun- 
tries where  vast  amounts  of  fruit  are  raised 
are  wholly  free  from  certain  diseases  that  are  in- 
variably brought  on  by  the  consumption  of  meat; 
and  if  the  use  of  fruit  as  a  diet  serves  no  other 
end  than  that  of  a  preventive  of  human  ailments, 
it  lias  fulfilled  its  mission  and  duty.  The  fruit 
industry  has  become  a  profitable  and  popular  one 
in  southern  Michigan,  and  one  of  the  men  who, 
in  connection  with  farming,  earns  his  living  thus 


is  Charles  M.  Williams,  who  has  a  fine  farm  of 
forty  acres  situated  about  eight  miles  south  of  St. 
Joseph,  in  Royalton  Township. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  the  township  and 
county  in  which  he  now  resides  September  24, 1836, 
his  t>arents  being  Daniel  and  Malinda  (Millage) 
Williams,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1810.  In  an  early  day  be  removed 
from  the  State  of  his  birth  to  Michigan,  becoming" 
one  of  tlie  first  settlers  of  Berrien  County,  and 
during  the  long  term  of  years  that  elapsed  until 
his  death,  in  1861,  he  cleared  a  number  of  valua- 
able  farms  and  tilled  the  soil  with  success.  Ho 
was  of  English  descent.  His  widow  died  in  Kan- 
sas in  1868,  having  borne  het  husband  five  sons 
and  two  daughtei-s,  of  which  numbei  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  the  second  in  oider  of  birth. 
Charles  M.  Williams  was  boin  m  lieiiien  County 
and  received  his  education  in  theeommon  schools, 
but  was  compelled  to  leave  them  when  quite 
young  because  his  parents  were  pooi,and  he  had 
to  lend  his  assistance  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  remained  with  and  aided  them  mitiihe attained 
liis  majority,  then  began  to  accumulate  for  him- 
self, and  since  about  1873  has  resided  on  the  farm 
on  which  he  is  now  living.  As  a  citizen,  Mr. 
Williams  has  always  been  industrious, enterprising 
and  honest,  is  a  practical  and  intelligent  fruit- 
■rrower  and  farmer,  a  man  who  has  a  naturally 
humane  and  kindly  disposition,  and  a  discerning 
mind,  which  has  been  strengthened  and  broadened 
by  reading,  observation  and  contact  with  the  busi- 
ness affairs  of  life. 

He  chose  for  his  wife  Miss  Catharine  Moyer,  a 
native  of  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  Uieir  union 
being  solemnized  on  the  11th  of  September,  1858, 
and  to  them  three  sons  and  a  daughter  were 
given:  Aurilla,  wife  of  Charles  Scofleid;  Franklin, 
Robert  and  Henry.  Mr.  Wilfiama  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons  since  1887,  Occidental  Lodge  of  St.  Joseph. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Free  Metho- 
dist Church,  and  politically  he  has  always  been  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  being  cast  for  Douglas.  Mr.  Williams 
is  an  honorable  man,  of  weU-Hnown  integrity  ot 
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cliacacter  and  liigli  moral  principles,  and   his 
long  residence   in  Berrien  County  renders  his 
fluence     for    good    in     his    section    certain 
effective. 


fc™ 


*       KAVriT  CAMFIEU),  a  self-made  man,  an 

'^'  energetic  citizen,  upright  and  industrious, 

was  for  a  number  of  years  closely  jdentiHed 

with  the  growth  and  improvement  of  Berrien 
Countj',  Mich.  Our  subject,  a  native  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  was  born  in  1835.  His  fatlier,  Rev.  Ziba 
Cantficld,  was  a  pi-orninent  Baptist  minister  of  the 
Dominion,  and  was  one  of  the  earnest  Christian 
workers  of  his  day.  Guided  by  excellentinfluence 
and  trained  to  the  habits  of  useful  thrift  and  self- 
reliance,  Mv.  Camflcld  attained  to  a  vigorous  and 
enterpi-ising  manhood.  He  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education,  and  in  after  yeai-s  con- 
stantly added  to  his  knowledge  by  intelligent  ob- 
servation and  reading.  A  man  of  advanced  ideas 
and  interested  in  the  subject  of  reforms,  he  was  an 
ardent  advocate  of  temperance, and  while  residing 
in  Canada  often  lectured  upon  llial  subject. 

In  1858,  Mr.  Camfleld  was  married  to  Miss  Car- 
vie  Omstead,  daughter  of  Harvey  Omstead,  a  na- 
tive of  Canada.  Unto  the  husband  and  estimable 
wife  was  boin  a  family  of  five  children,  one  son 
and  four  daughters.  Elva  became  the  wife  of  By- 
ron Drake,  a  lending  citizen  of  the  county; 
Cynthia  is  the  wife  of  Gale  Handy,  who  is  a 
successful  agriculturist  of  the  county;  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Brown,  a  prominent  young 
farmer  of  Berrien  County;  Martha  died  in  infancy; 
Bradford  A.,  the  only  son,  after  a  thorough  pre 
jMiratory  course  of  study,  entered  the  Bennett 
Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  graduating  from 
that  institution  remained  in  the  Garden  City  en- 
gaged in  piactiee  with  Dr.  Henry  Olin.  Latei. 
Dr.  Camfleld  made  a  specialty  of  the  eye  and  ear, 
and  graduated  from  a  celebrated  institution  de- 
voted especially  to  the  study  of  those  organs. 
He  has  achieved  marked  success  in  his  practice 
and  is  widely  known  and  liighiy  esteemed  as  a  phy- 
eleian  and  citizen, 

35 


In  the  spring  of  1865,  our  subject  located  per- 
manently in  Michigan,  working  for  two  years  at 
his  trade  of  a  mechanic  in  St.  Joseph.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  began  the  eullivation  of 
a  farm  of  thirty  acres,  which  he  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  productiveness  and  improved  with 
substantial  and  commodious  buildings.  Mr.  Cam- 
ticid  died  in  1874,  regi-ettedby  a  large  acquaintance 
and  mourned  deeply  by  his  friends  and  family. 
The  wife,  to  whom  was  left  the  care  and  responsi- 
bility of  i-earing  and  educating  the  children,  has 
enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them  grow  up 
to  an  intelligent  and  honored  manhood  and 
womanhood.  Mr,  Camfield  was  in  many  respects 
an  exceptional  man.  Devoted  to  the  betterment  ' 
of  his  fellow-creatures,  he  was  a  valued  member  of 
the  Good  Templars  of  Canada,  and  throughout  his 
life  exerted  his  influence  for  the  real  good  and 
advancement  of  others.  He  was  politically  a  Re- 
publican and  took  an  earnest  interest  in  the  man- 
agement of  local  and  national  affairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camfield,  both  from  early  years 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  were  ever  foremost 
in  the  promotion  of  its  social  and  benevolent 
work.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Camfield  yet  survive 
and  reside  in  Canada.  Surrounded  by  her  chil- 
dren the  widow  of  our  subject  spends  her  busy 
days,  and  in  the  retrospect  of  her  well-spent  life 
may  view  with  unalloyed  satisfaction  the  successful 
termination  of  her  struggles  to  rear  to  positions 
of  usefulness  and  influence  the  son  and  daughtera 
intrusted  to  her  faithful  care. 


iCOB  McINTOSH.  A  man  seems  living 
neircr  to  nature  who  adopts  as  his  life  call- 
=>i|  ing  some  occupation  that  has  been  honored 
^/'  from  the  earliest  times.  That  of  the  agri- 
cultuiL%t  IS  of  historic  growth,  and  this  our  sub- 
ject has  been  reared  to  know  best,  for  from  early 
boyhood  his  days  have  been  pas(>ed  in  farm  work. 
William  Mcintosh,  the  immediate  progenitor  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1801,  and 
when  three  yeai's  of  age  was  brought  u>  the  United 
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States  by  his  parents.  Dniiicl  Mcintosh,  his  fa- 
ther, located  in  Baltimore,  and  thcru  followed  the 
traile  of  a  wagon-maker.  He  moved  from  Balti- 
more to  Oliio,  and  tlienco  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
at  a  vci-y  early  day,  and  endured  many  hardships 
in  the  wilds  of  that  county.  Wlien  he  first  settled 
here  lie  had  thi-ce  horses,  and  two  of  them  soon 
were  missing.  He  took  the  third  hoi-&e  to  go  in 
search  of  them,  and  was  compelled  to  sleep  out 
of  dooi-8  for  several  nights.  The  weather  became 
very  cold,  and  both  his  feet  were  badly  frozen. 
Thinking  that  water  might  draw  out  the  frost, 
he  went  to  a  stream,  but  this  did  no  good,  for 
his  feet  had  to  be  amputated.  An  uncle  of  our 
subject's  was  the  surgeon  in  this  case,  at^com- 
plisliing  the  work  with  a  jack-knife.  Daniel  was 
a  man  of  great  endurance,  and  lived  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-seven.  After  losing  his  feet 
he  would  hobble  to  the  woods  and  sjilit  i-ails  and 
chop  wood,  standing  on  his  knees  while  working. 
He  was  a  man  universally  respected. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in 
the  different  States  in  which  his  father  resided, 
principally  Michigan,  and  selected  as  his  com|)an- 
ion  in  hfe  Miss  Sarah  MeEntaffer,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Both  passed  the  closing  scenes  of 
tlieir  life  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  the  mother  dying 
in  .lune,  1889.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them, 
four  sons  and  five  daughters,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  now  living.  Our  subject  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  on  the  7th  of  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
served  three  years.  During  the  charge  on  Ft. 
Hudson,  La.,  a  rifte-ball  passed  through  his  right 
hip,  and  for  tliis  he  now  receives  a  pension.  He 
was  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  August  5,  1862, 
and  was  in  various  skirmishes. 

At  the  close  of  service  our  subject  returned  to 
Cass  County,  and  on  the  26th  of  November,  1865, 
he  wedded  Miss  Kmily  Rivers, a  native  of  Chester, 
N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  James  and  Delilah 
(Chase)  Rivers.  Her  grandfather  Rivers  was  a  na- 
tive of  England,  and  crossed  the  ocean  to  the 
United  States  wlien  James  was  a  small  boy.    James 


Rivers  and  his  wife  i-crooved  from  New  York  State 
to  Illinois,  and  thence  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in 
!  864.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  two 
children,  Minnie  Blanch  and  Jacob  Howard. 

Mr.  Mcintosh  is  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  the  township,  has  held  the  offices  of  Township 
Treasurer,  Higliway  Commissioner,  and  is  now 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1886  he  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  Cass  County,  and  is  a  man  eminently 
qualified  for  that  position,  being  faithful  and  tear- 
less in  the  discliarge  of  his  duties.  Heservcd  four 
years  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  constituents. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  his  lii-st  Presi- 
dential vote  was  for  Ceu.  U.  S.  Grant.  In  his 
social  relations,  he  is  a  member  of  Cassopolis 
Lodge  No.  22,  1.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Albert  Anderson 
Post  No.  157,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Order  of  Modern  Workmen,  in  which  he  car- 
ries *2,000  life  insurance.  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Free-will  Baptist  Church,  and  his  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Chui-ch.  He  is  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  valuable  land  near  the  oast  shore 
of  Diamond  Lake,  and  is  a  prosperous  and  jiro- 
gressive  man. 


^^m^^^t^^mmm^  < 
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^^^    G.  TKUWILLKGER.     The  liii^ 
(If  is  one  of  llie  most  satisfactory  and  re 

^^^  endorsers  of  a  man's  career.  Men  i 
various  walks  of  life  may  with  justification 
and  hesitate  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  a  beginner, 
but  the  voice  of  the  old  and  reliable  agriculturist 
always  carries  with  it  attention  and  respect.  This 
rule  applies  to  C.  G.  Terwilleger,  whose  name 
represents  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of 
Township.  He  is  now  actively  following 
ipation  to  which  he  was  reared,  and  which 
has  been  his  life's  work,  a  calling  that  has  for  ages 
received  undivided  efforts  from  many  worthy  in- 
dividuals, and  one  that  always  furnishes  suste- 
nance to  the  ready  worker. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Cornelius  Terwilleger, 
was  a  native  of  the  Empire  S.tate,  bom  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,     This  family  was 
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originally  from  Holiand.  He  was  married  in  Ham- 
ilton County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary  Stikles,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Uiey  resided  in  tijat  county 
until  1833,  when  they  moved  toSlielhy  County, of 
the  same  State.  Tliey  wei-e  pioneei'S  of  that  county, 
and  there  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
Of  the  twelve  children  boin  to  this  mucli-es teemed 
couple,  five  sons  and  seven  daughtei-s,  three  be- 
sides our  subject  ai-c  now  living,  all  daughtei'S. 
Mr.  Terwilleger  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
and  was  under  Gen.  Hull  at  Detroit.  Both  he  and 
wife  held  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  was  a  Whig  in  politics. 

Their  son,  C.  G.  Teiwilleger,  was  born  in  Ham- 
ilton County,  Ohio,  February  29,  1824,  and  all  his 
youthful  days  wei-e  passed  in  assisting  on  the  farm 
and  in  attending  the  district  school,  which  was 
held  in  a  log  schoolhouse,  with  slab  seats,  fire- 
place, etc.  When  eighteen  yeare  of  age,  he  decided 
that  farming  was  not  the  occupation  designed  for 
him,  and  he  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  spent  three 
years  in  learning  the  blacksmith's  ti-ade.  From 
there  he  went  to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  located 
eleven  miles  north  of  Cincinnati, and  was  married 
January  1,  1850,  to  Miss  Jane  Lawrence,  a  si.sterof 
Levi  B.Lawrence.  (See  sketch.)  She  was  born  in 
New  York  State. 

In  1853,  our  subject  and  wife  came  to  Cass 
County,  Mich., settled  on  section  4,  Volinia  Town- 
ship, and  improved  a  fine  farm  here.  This  farm 
is  now  owned  by  Jasper  V'au  Curen,  and  the  large 
brick  residence  on  it  was  erecte<I  by  our  subject. 
Mr.  Terwilleger  settled  on  his  prestint  farm  in  1861, 
and  on  this  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He  has 
made  great  improvements  in  the  place,  and  takes  a 
natural  pride  in  its  appearance.  Of  the  eighty 
acres  owned  by  him,  seventy  are  under  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation,  although  the  tract  was  originally 
lieavily  timbered.  In  1869,  he  built  a  nice  two- 
story  brick  house.  Brouglit  up  a  Presbyterian  in 
his  religious  belief,  lie  remained  so  for  twenty 
years, after  which  he  was  a  Universalist.  Whilein 
Ohio  he  met  Mr.  Lawrence,  his  father-in-law,  bor- 
rowed some  books  from  him  and  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  doctrines  advanced.  At  Carthage, 
Ohio,  he  heard  a  Second  Advent  preacher  and  ; 
(lebftted  with  him  privately.     He  kept  on  reading  [ 


and  seeking  information,  and  hnall>  became  thoi- 
oughly  imbued  with  the  Swedenboigian  Iwlief.  A 
great  many  of  his  articles  on  this  subject  have 
been  priuted  in  the  ncwspajm-s  Hi.  is  a  feer  and 
a  prophet,  can  foretell  events,  and  lias  frequently 
entertained  visitois  from  the  other  world. 

His  mother  died  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old. 
One  week  previous  to  her  death  our  subject  foje- 
told  it  exactly  by  vision,  and  while  at  the  funeral 
he  was  approached  spiritually  and  told  that  his 
motlier  was  not  dead,  but  was  in  the  crowd.  This 
event  startled  him  spiritually  in  his  present  coui-se. 
Mr.  Terwilleger  lias  been  a  great  reader  all  his 
life,  is  thoroughly  posted  on  all  topics,  and  is 
especially  well  posted  on  ail  subjects  relating  to 
the  Swedenborgian  belief.  He  takes  much  interest 
in  public  affaii-s,  end  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  here. 


-N«= 


-.f^^.4.. 


lfn\,ENJAMlN  FIELD,  a  skilled  machinist  and 
Jj^J.^  experienced  builder,  now  prosperously  en- 
(^>Ji)  gaged  in  business  in  Buchanan,  Berrien 
^^=:'  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  the  Wolver- 
ine State,  and  was  born  in  Fabius  Township,  St. 
Joseph  County,  July  25,  1852.  Our  subject  was 
the  third  child  of  the  family  of  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  born,  unto  William  and  Elizabeth  (Mc- 
Millin)  Field.  Tlie  father  emigrated  to  Michigan 
from  New  York,  his  native  State,  in  1832,  and  at 
fii'st  made  his  home  upon  a  farm  in  Lenawee 
County,  but  later  removed  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
where  he  and  his  good  wife  were  numbered  among 
the  ea^ly  and  highly  respected  pioneer  settlers. 
The  father  purchased  a  heavily  timbered  farm, 
which  he  has  since  cleared  and  brought  up  to  « 
high  state  of  productiveness.  He  is  now  in  his 
seventy-sixth  year,  hale  and  hearty,  and  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead  with  his  excellent  wife, 
who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and  has  passed  the  most  of  her  life  in 
her  present  locality.  The  father  is  by  trade  a  car- 
penter, bnt  for  the  past  three-score  yeai-s  has  de- 
voted himself  mainly  to  farming,  and  occupies  a 


Hosted  by 


Google 


720 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RKCORD. 


position  among  tlie  leading  general  agriculturists  | 
of  SI.  Joseph  County.  The  six  cliiWi-en  who  gath- 
ered in  the  old  home  all  lived  to  years  of  maturity. 
Maria  L.,  residing  in  Cass  County,  has  been  twice 
married.  Ilcr  first  husband  was  F.  L.  Beadle;  lier 
second  Sanford  York.  Ellen  married  Henry  Sprague 
and  lives  in  Grand  Bapids;  our  subject,  Benja- 
min, was  the  third  child;  Rosaltlie  married  Allen 
Covill,  of  Cass  County;  Frank,  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  is  a  prosperous  citizen  of  Mayville,  S. 
Dak.;  andZelma  isa  populardress-mnker,condHCt- 
ing  a  large  business  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Tlie  Field  family  are  of  English  descent,  tlieir 
ancestors  coming  to  America  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  The  McMilUn  family  emigrated 
from  their  native  land  to  America  in  1776,  and 
have  occupied  positions  of  useful  influence  in  the 
United  States.  Mi-s.Klizaheth(McMillin)Fields  is 
now  in  her  sixty-seventh  year.  The  father  and 
mother  are  both  church  membei-s  and  have  ever 
been  active  in  good  work.  Mr.  Field  is  fraternally 
associated  with  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grange,  and  has 
always  been  known  as  a  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising man.  Benjamin  Field  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  St.  Joseph  County,  and  when 
twelve  years  of  age  began  his  apprenticeship  to 
the  tnide  of  a  blacksmith,  the  details  of  which  oc- 
cupation he  thoroughly  mastered,  now  being  an 
expert  in  the  craft.  His  knowledge  as  a  ma<;liin- 
ist  was  trained  by  observation  of,  and  close  asso- 
ciation with,  experienced  men  who  have  been  in 
his  employ.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age  our  sub- 
ject engaged  in  business  for  himself  at  Jones' 
Crossing,  Cass  County,  where  he  began  a  general 
business,  wood-work  included.  Afl«r  a  tliree-years 
residence  in  Jones,  Cass  County,  Mr.  Field  opened 
business  in  Dailey,  Cass  County,  and  remained  in 
this  latter  locality  eight  years,  and  in  connection 
with  his  former  business  operated  successfully  a 
machine  shop  and  foundry.  From  Dailey  he  re- 
moved to  Cassopolis  and  established  a  machine- 
shop,  foundry  and  general  repair  shops. 

Three  yeai-slater  our  subject  settled  in  Elkhart,lnd. 
and  entered  into  his  usual  line  of  work,  but  find- 
ing Elkhart  tlien  dull  remained  there  only  a  short 
lime  and  came  to  Buchanan,  wlwre  he  is  qo^v  eo- 


gsged  conducting  an  extensive  machine  and  boiler 
manufacturing  establishment,  as  well  as  a  repair- 
ing department  with  an  excellent  custom.  In  his 
changes  ot  residence,  Mr.  Field  liad  an  ample  op- 
portunity to  interest  companies  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  a  double  balance  engine,  which  he  himself 
makes,  and  present  it  to  the  pubHc.  A  number  of 
these  engines,  the  invention  of  our  subject,  ai« 
now  out  on  trial  and,  giving  satisfaction,  promise 
to  rival  and  surpass  many  of  the  most  popular 
engines  heretofore  favorites. 

In  1882,  Benjamin  Field  and  Miss  Ida  M.  Ar- 
nold wereunited  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Field  isa  native 
of  Indiana,  and  the  daughter  o(  John  and  Amanda 
(Armcntrout)  Arnold,  natives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arnold,  both  surviving,  are  highly  esteemed 
bv  a  large  circle  of  old  friends  and  have  spent 
■  their  lives  in  the  occupation  of  farming.  Mrs. 
Field,  an  only  daughter  and  an  accomplished  lady, 
is  the  mother  of  three  bright.  Intelligent  children, 
one  son  and  two  daughters:  Gladys,  born  January 
22,  1«85;  Plinney  F.,  October  3,  1888;  and  Benja- 
min Adlai,January!l,  ISyi.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Field  are 
both  regular  atUmdants  »t  religious  service  and 
are  active  workers  in  benevolent  enterprises.  Our 
subject  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  a  politician,  but, 
a  true  American  citizen,  is  interested  in  the  con- 
duct ot  lo<«l  and  national  affairs,  and  is  ever 
ready  to  aid  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare,  and 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  and  his  esUma- 
ble  wife  enjoy  the  high  regard  of  a  wide  circle  of 
acquaintances  and  are  prominent  factors  in  the 
social  life  of  Buchanan. 


J'"[AMES  G.  IIAYDEN,  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful lumber  merchant  located  in  Criss- 
I  opolis,  Mich.,  has  been  identified  with  tho 
_  '  progressive  intei-ests  and  leading  enter- 
prises of  Cass  County  almost  his  entire  life.  lie 
is  a  native  of  the  State  and, born  in  Calvin  Town- 
ship. November  10.  1854;  has  made  his  constant 
home  within  the  limits  of  tho  county  for  nearly 
two-score  years.     His  parents,  Joseph  G.  and  Hai> 
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liet  (Lincoln)  Ilajdt'n,  weie  natives  of  New  Yoik 
anil  Oliio,  respectively,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  Cliaiilniiqua  County,  while  llie  mater- 
nal grandparents  reared  the  mother  in  the  Buek- 
eyc  State.  The  father,  trained  in  the  duties  of 
agriculture,  decided  to  try  farming  amid  the 
broader  opportunities  of  tlie  West,  and  emigrated 
to  Cass  County  while  yet  in  early  manhood.  He 
was  prospered  and  was  rapidly  winning  his  way 
upward,  when  he  died  aged  thirty-five  yeare, 
mourned  by  tlie  community  among  wliom  he  had 
then  spent  a  number  of  years.  An  earnest  and 
intelligent  citizen,  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
local  affairs  and  was  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all 
mattei-s  tending  to  the  |}romotion  of  the  public 
good. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth-ltorn  of  five  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  clustered 
about  the  family  hearth  of  the  old  homestead. 
William  1!.  is  a  well-known  citizen  of  Cassopulis; 
lioorgc  W.,  the  eldest,  is  associated  in  buiriness 
with  his  brother  James  G.  Adalaide  is  Mrs.  Jesse 
Parker,  of  Calvin  Township.  Mattie,  the  young- 
est daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Keene  and  re- 
sides in  Rattle  Creek,  Mich.  Mr.  Ilayden  was  six 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  live  with  an  uncle 
at  Cassopolis,  and  thei-efore  received  his  primary 
education  in  liis  present  locality,  lie  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in 
the  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  College 
but,  beginning  life  for  himself,  for  seven  years  de- 
voted his  time  to  general  agriculture.  It  was  ujwn 
the  line  old  homeste.id  of  his  father-in-law  that  he 
engaged  in  the  lilling  of  the  soil  and  industriously 
aided  in  the  cultivation  of  the  three  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  which  compiised  the  extensive  and 
higlily  improved  farm. 

November  8,  1879,  the  marriage  of  our  subject 
and  Miss  Ruth  T.  Kingsbury  was  celebrated  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Asa  and  Jane  (Monroe) 
Kingsbury.  Five  children  have  made  the  home 
bright  with  their  intelligent  presence.  Asa  K., 
named  in  honored  remembrance  of  liis  maternal 
grandfather,  wa.s  the  lirst-born.  The  eldest  daugh- 
ter is  Vera.  Then  follow  in  order  of  birth 
Jay  C,  Hazel  and  Robert  T.  In  January,  1886, 
Mr.  Haydon  entered  into  the  grocery  business  in 


Casso|K>lis  and  remained  actively  engaged  in 
handling  that  line  of  goods  until  Mai-ch,  1893. 
Upon  this  latter  date,  in  company  with  his  brother 
George,  he  associated  himself  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness on  the  mill  property  owned  by  C.  W.  Itunn, 
and  the  firm  name  under  which  their  joint  inter- 
ests are  prospejousty  conducted  is  the  Bunn  ife 
Ilayden  Lumber  Company. 

Our  subject  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
local  and  national  issues  and  is  in  political  affilia- 
tion a  stanch  Republican.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he- 
was  elected  County  Treasurer  and,  serving  with 
great  acceptance  two  terms,  ably  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  responsible  ijosition.  Mr.  Ilayden 
enjoyed  the  honor  of  being  appointed  one  of  the 
Auxiliary  World's  Fair  Committee  in  Cass  County. 
Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  &,  Accepted  Masons,  and  belongs  to 
Backus  lx»dgo  No.  155.  He  is  also  connected 
with  Kingsbury  Chapter  and  is  numbei-ed  among 
the  representative  citizens  and  public-spirited  men 
of  the  county.  He  was  also  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  this  place, 
and  the  first  political  office  held  by  him  was  that 
of  Township  Treasurer,  he  being  elected  in  I-~n 
Grange  Township  by  a  majority  of  seven  in  the 
spring  of  1883,  although  the  Democrats  outnum- 
bered the  Bopohlicans  by  one  hundred  and  twenty. 


rjp^^OAH  S.  BRADY,  an  energetic  agriculturist 
I  JjIJ  and  leading  citizen,  well  known  through- 
llj(^  '^^^  Cass  County,  Mich.,  was  born  on  section 
11,  Ontwa  Township,  March  17,  1839,  and  yet  re- 
sides uiM)n  the  old  homestead  whose  soil  he  assisted 
in  cultivating  from  his  early  youth.  An  active 
Democrat,  Mr.  Biady  has  held  high  place  in  the 
local  councils  of  the  iJarty  and  has  been  the  chosen 
delegate  to  many  Htatc  and  county  conventions. 
He  has  also  held  official  positions,  discharging 
their  duties  with  efficiency.  Our  subject  is  the 
son  of  James  L.  and  Mary  (Jones)  Brady.  The 
paternal    grandparents,    Michael    and     Catherine 
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(Leddy)  Brady,  who  lived  and  died  in  Drum  Lane. 
County  Cavan,  Ireland,  reared  four  eiiitdren: 
Rose,  wife  of  Lester  Harrington;  James  L.,  Thomas 
and  .lohn,  all  of  wliora  emigrated  to  the  United 
States.  The  last  known  of  Thomas  and  John  they 
were  in  Bi-ooklyo,  N.  Y.,  James  L.  Brady  was 
born  March  1, 1802,  in  Drum  Lane  Parish,  County 
Cavan,  Ireland,  and  was  by  occupation  a  fanner. 
His  father  was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a  lioi-se, 
and  the  children,  deprived  of  his  care,  early  began 
the  struggle  of  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  accompanied  a  sister 
to  Canada  and  worked  for  two  years  in  the  ship- 
yard. He  was  seized  and  pressed  into  the  service 
ot  the  Britisli  on  board  a  man-of-war.  He  escaped 
by  swimming  ashore,  but  until  the  day  of  his  death 
it  was  not  a  pleasant  memory.  He  finally  settled 
in  Wayne  County,  N,  Y.,  and  rafted  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  Genesee  Rivers.  In  1835,  he  went 
by  lake  to  Detroit  and  thence  traveled  to  Ontwa, 
Cass  County,  and  entered  a  tract  of  land  upon 
section  II,  where  he  prudently  accumulated  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  by  incessant  toil 
he  brought  mostly  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. In  1847  he  profitably  disposed  of  his  exten- 
sive farm  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  sections  10  and  II.  To  this  latter  purchase  he 
added  until  lie  had  three  liundred  and  thii-ty-six 
acres,  all  under  improvement  with  the  exception 
of  about  one  hundred  acres.  In  1870,  Father 
Brady  removed  to  Elkhart,  Ind..  where  lie  died 
April  19.  1881,  and  left  a  line  piupcrty  to  his  wife 
and  children.  He  was  a  Democmt,  and  efficiently 
served  in  township  offices.  He  came  to  America 
without  means  and  by  perseverance  and  industry 
won  his  upward  way  to  a  competency.  The  sis- 
ter with  whom  he  emigrated  to  Canada  died  in 
Branch  County,  Mich.  His  wife  resides  in  Elk- 
hart, and  was  bom  June  13, 1809, near  Camden,  N. 
J.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children:  Will- 
iam J.,  who  died  in  Elko,  Nev.,  in  1878;  Thomas 
L.,  who  died  in  Step-toe  Valley,  Nev,;  John  M.; 
Noah  S.;  Marion  E.,  wife  of  A.  J,  Moody,  of  Klk- 
hart;  Mary  J.,  who  diedat  four  years  of  age;  and 
Opiiclia  J.,  the  wife  of  Clarence  Knickerbocker, 
of  KIkhatL 

Mrs.    Mary  (Jones)  Brady    was  a  daughter    of 


William  Jones,  who  died  iu  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and  in  religious 
faith  a  Quaker.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the 
common  and  High  Schools  of  his  home  and  was 
early  trained  to  the  daily  round  of  agricultural 
duties  on  his  father's  farm.  Beginning  for  himself, 
he  worked  the  homestead  on  shares.  He  has  spent 
all  his  life  on  section  11,  and  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  his  father's  old  homestead. 
Occupying  olflcial  positions,  he  has  served  two 
years  as  Township  Treasurer,  and  for  fourteen 
years  a  leading  Democrat,  has  been  Supervisor  of 
his  township  for  that  length  of  time. 

January  I,  1866,  Noah  S.  Brady  and  Miss  Maria 
McNeill  were  united  in  marriage.  Mi-s.  Brady  was 
born  in  Mason  Township,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  li.  and  Lydia  (Beardslcy)  McNeill.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  the  Kmpire  State.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  pioneer  of  Mason  Township  and  a  car- 
penter by  trade.  He  served  in  the  war  as  a  musician 
and  was  discharged  for  disability.  Early  in  life  a 
Democrat  and  later  a  Republican,  he  assisted  with 
ability  in  the  conduct  of  local  offices.  Fi'aternally, 
he  was  associated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  was  mourned  by  many  friends 
when  he  passed  away  in  Brownsville.  He  was 
twice  married.  By  his  fii-st  wife  he  became  the 
fattier  of  six  children.  Nancy  Brown,  deceased, 
left  a  daughter.  Charles  died  unmarried.  He 
served  four  years  in  the  army.  At  the  age  of 
forty-four  he  died  at  Sliiloh,  having  been  shot 
through  both  thighs.  The  otliers  are  Maria;  Dora 
Brady,  deceased;  Riley,  deceased;  and  Fmnia 
Krome,  who  died  leaving  a  son.  The  mother  of 
tliese  children  died  in  Mason  Township,  The  sec- 
ond wife,  Olive  Butler,  bore  one  child,  who  died 
young. 

Our  subject  has  l>een  the  father  of  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  ten  are  yet  living:  Fred  T,, 
Louis  K.,  James  M.,  Clifford  N.,  Alice  M.,  Con- 
stance R.,  Marion,  Arthur  S.,  Charles  H.and  Edwin. 
Three  died  young.  Denis  died  when  one  and  a- 
lialf  ycai-s  of  age;  Edith  survived  until  five.  The 
sons  and  daughters  have  been  given  an  opportunity 
of  receiving  an  excellent  education,  and  four  of 
the  family  have  taught  school.  The  father,  mother, 
sisters  and  brothers  are  active  in  the    social   and 
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benevolent  life  of  their  home  locality,  and  arc 
highly  esteemed  by  a  Urge  circle  of  friends.  Our 
subject  lias  been  [jiospered  tlnaneiaUy,  and  in  the 
many  ohangesof  tlie  county,  its  rapid  progress  and 
upward  growth,  has  actively  participated,  and  is 
a  tlioronghty  pi-actical  and  lilHii-al-spirited  citizen. 


_^f  NDRP:\V  J.  KASTON,  an  enterprising  gen- 
i^Oj    eral  farmer,  prominent  citizen  and  Siiper- 

jlj  IS  visorof  IJernen  Township,  Berrien  Coiintj', 
'^  Midi.,  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and   was  born 

September  30.  1834.  Hi,^  father,  Tliomas  Easton,  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  by  occupation,  and  by  birth  a  Ken- 
(uckian,  who  h.-id  removed  from  his  early  home, and 
located  in  Indiana,  fought  in  the  Sac  Indiau  War. 
The  mother,  Mrs.  Catherine  (King)  Easton,  was 
born  ill  Virginia,  and  afterwards  made  her  home  in 
Kentucky,  in  which  Stat«  the  imrents  were  united 
in  marriage.  They  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  pioneer 
days,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Indiana.  In 
the  fall  of  18;i8,  they  located  permanently  in 
Michigan,  settling  upon  section  ll,11crrien  Town- 
ship, on  heavy  timber-land,  tiiree  miles  from  any 
settlement.  The  father  entered  forty  acres  from 
the  fiovernment, and  in  the  fall  bought  forty  more. 
Afterwards  adding  to  !iis  former  purchases,  he 
owned  at  the  time  of  liis  death  a  homestead  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  finely  cultivated,  acres. 
When  the  parents  made  their  home  in  IJerrien 
County,  Indians  abounded  and  wild  game  was  plen- 
tiful. The  father,  in  common  with  the  majority 
of  pioneer  settlers,  had  but  a  very  limited  capital, 
and  with  the  aid  of  his  sons  did  the  entire  work 
of  the  farm,  clearing  the  land,  cultivating  the  soil, 
and  erecting  as  good  buildings  as  he  could  afford. 

The  parente,  now  both  deceased,  were  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  eleven  childi'en,  six  of  whom  are 
living.  The  eldest,  Nancy  McCoy,  is  deceased,  as 
is  also  the  first-born  son,  Ur,  Berryman  Easton; 
Oliver  is  residing  in  Niles  Township;  Thomas  is  a 
citizen  of  Dowagiae;  Henderson  lives  in  Pipestone 
Township;  Mnhala,  widow  of  David  Riggin,  is  a 
resident  of  lierrien  Township;  -Jane  Williams  is  at 


home  in  Pokagon.Cass  County;  Andrew  J.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  order  of  birth;  William,  George  and 
Martlia  are  deceased.  The  pai-ents  did  the  best 
tlicy  could  to  give  their  children  an  education, 
and,  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
brought  liiera  np  to  respect  religion.  The  father, 
politically  a  Democrat,  was  an  upright  and  in- 
dustrious citizen,  by  hard  work  winning  his  up- 
ward way.  Mr,  Easton  spent  the  days  of  youth 
upon  his  father's  farm,  but  was  only  four  yeai-s  of 
age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan, 
and  was  obliged  to  walk  three  miles  to  the  little 
log  schoolhouse  where  he  received  tlie  primitive 
instruction  offered  in  those  early  days.  At  twenty 
years  of  age  beginning  life  for  himself,  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  where  he 
now  lives.  At  the  time  of  purchase  twenty  acres 
had  been  cultivated,  and  there  was  only  one  iin- 
provenient,  a  small  house. 

In  the  fall  of  ISS.'i,  Andrew  J.  Easton  and  Miss 
Emmarillis  P.  Willis,  a  daughter  of  Hilly  Willis, 
were  united  in  marriage,  Mrs.  Easton  was  born  in 
183(i,  in  Ohio,  but  when  young  accompanied  her 
parents  to  Michigan,  where  they  were  numbered 
among  the  leading  pioneer  settlers.  Our  subject 
with  his  estimable  wife  settled  on  his  farm,  which 
he  industriously  cleared  and  improved.  Prosper- 
ing," he  has  added  t()  his  original  tract,  now  own- 
ing two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  of  which 
one  hundred  acres  are  in  a  high  state  of  pro- 
ductiveness. Aside  from  tlie  cultme  of  the  soil 
and  the  raising  of  abundant  harvests  of  grain,  Mr. 
Easton  is  a  successful  stock-raiser,  handling  only 
graded  stock,  cattle  and  horses.  Seven  children 
brightened  the  home, and  fouryetsurvive.  Marion 
Alva  married  Miss  Adaline  Becker  and  lives 
on  the  farm.  He  aud  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  four  children.  James  Willard,  the  second  son,  is 
single.  Ida,  the  wife  of  Martin  Becker,  has  two 
children,  and  resides  in  Cass  County,  Ella  is  the 
youngest  surviving  member  of  the  family.  Mrs. 
li^ston  is  connected  with  the  Christian  Church, 
and  has  been  active  in  religious  and  benevolent 
work. 

Fraternally  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  .t  Accepted  M.isons,  affiliating 
with    tlic    lodge    at    Herrien    Springs,  and    is    a 
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member  of  the  United  Workmen  at  Eau  Claire  and 
lias  also  bcBD  Master  of  tbe  Grange.  Officially  lie 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and, 
appreciating  tlie  advantages  of  an  education,  lias 
materially  aided  in  the  development  of  a  high 
grade  of  scholarship  and  instruction  in  the  schools 
of  tbe  home  district.  Politically  Mr.  Easton  is  a 
strung  Democrat  and  has  served  as  Constable,  and 
this  spring  elected  to  the  responsible  office  of 
Supervisor,  is  now  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
new  position  lo  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  The  Easton  family  have  been  known 
as  earnest  and  patriotic  citizens,  and  the  elder 
brother  of  our  subject,  Dr.  Berryman  Easton,  was  a 
skillful  surgeon  upon  the  battlefields  of  the  Civil 
War. 


fl^ANIEL  MOORE.  The  biographies  of  suc- 
I  jj  cessful  men  who,  without  the  influence  of 
^^^  wealth  or  influential  friends,  have  attained 
to  positions  of  usefulness  and  honor,  serve 
the  two-fold  purpose  of  encouraging  the  young 
and  paying  a  well-merited  tribute  to  the  man  him- 
self. Wbile  Mr.Moore  has  not  gained  great  wealth, 
he  has  secured  a  valuable  property  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  men  of  Benton  Har- 
bor. He  is  engaged  in  the  business  of  fruit-rais- 
ing, which  he  carries  on  extensively  and  with  suc- 
cess. 

Benjamin  Moore,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  New  York  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1854,  settling  in  Berrien  County,  where  he  died 
in  June,  1872.  William  Moore,  the  fatlier  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  came  to 
Berrien  County  in  1855,  remaining  bei-e  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  31st  of  January, 
1890.  His  wife  was  Susan  Gotham,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  subject  of  this  biographical 
sket*,:h  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  Febiuary  1, 
1848,  and  in  bis  childhood  accompanied  his  par- 
ents lo  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  lie  remained  but  a 
short  time. 

Coming  with  bis  father  to  Berrien  County  in 


1855,  our  subject  settled  on  a  farm  in  Pipestone 
Township,and  in  the  intervals  of  attending  school 
aided  his  father  on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  entered  the  employ  of  Swain  ife  Oiney, 
millers  of  Detroit,  their  mill  being  located  at 
Watervliet,  Berrien  County.  For  twelve  years  be 
was  with  this  firm,  gaining  the  confidence  not 
only  of  his  employers  but  also  of  tbe  general  pub- 
lic. In  the  spring  of  1876  he  emiiarked  in  the 
business  of  fruit-raising  at  Benton  Harbor,  having 
ten  acres  of  land,  where  he  raised  peaches,  pears, 
grapes  and  berries,  shipping  mostly  to  Chicago. 
In  addition  to  that  business  he  also  engaged  in 
sinking  wells  and  putting  up  windmills.  He  has 
recently  sold  the  fruit  farm  and  has  built  a  new 
home  on  Colfax  Avenue,  near  the  old  place. 

On  the  lOth  of  October,  1869,  Mr.  Moore  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Hale,  of  Berrien  County.  This 
estimable  lady  is  the  daughter  of  William  11.  and 
Caroline  (Sweet)  Hale,  the  father  a  native  of 
Hartfort,  Conn,, and  the  mother  of  Cortland,  N.  Y. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  wife  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children:  Flora  B.,  de- 
ceased ;  and  Nora,  who  is  now  at  home.  The  social 
position  occupied  by  this  family  is  one  of  promi- 
nence and  tiiey  number  Iheir  friends  among  tlic 
best  people  of  the  community.  Mr.  Moore  is  a 
member  of  the  order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  In 
his  political  sympathies  he  is  a  firm  adherent  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  and  gives 
it  his  hearty  support. 


'I[0HN  LANE,  an  influential  citizen  of  Ber- 
I  rien  County,  residing  upon  section  2,  St- 
^;=^l  Joseph  Township,  was  born  in  Livingston 
^^  County,  Ky.,  April  12,  1843.  He  .is  of 
Canadian  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Asliar 
Lane,  Sr.,  having  been  born  in  tJiat  portion  of  the 
Queen's  dominions.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Ashar  Lane,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  removed  when  a  young  man  to  Ken- 
tucky, after  having  served  for  one   term   in    the 
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AiTivitig  in  Kentucky,  Mr.  Lane  settled  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  was  there  united  in  mar- 
riage witli  Miss  Naney  McKenney.  After  that 
important  event,  the  newly-wedded  couple  com- 
menced liouaokeepiug  upon  a  farm  in  the  Blue 
(Jrass  State,  but  later,  disposing  wf  the  place, 
about  1850,  removed  to  Missouri,  where  they 
sojourned  for  one  year.  Thence  removing  to  La 
Salle  County,  111.,  they  resided  there  for  a  brief 
period,  and  later  established  their  home  in  Galena, 
the  same  State,  wliere  Mrs.  Lane  died  in  185.3. 

From  Galena  Mr.  Lane  returned  to  La  Salle 
County,  and  thence  one  year  afterward  went  to 
Rockfoi'd,  III.  In  1856  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Berrien  County,  where  for  a  time  lie 
worked  in  different  places.  As  soon  as  possible  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Lincoln  Township, 
but  later  diapered  of  the  property  and  bought  a 
farm  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  where  lie  remained 
until  his  death,  in  1872.  During  the  late  war  lie 
enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  G,  Sixth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  and  later  continued  in  the  army 
as  a  member  of  the  Nineteenth  Micliigan  Infantry, 
Company  I.  At  Thompson's  Station,  Tenn.,  be 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  after  a  short  confinement 
ill  prison  was  jiaroled  and  discharged, 

John  Lane  is  the  only  survivor  among  tiie  three 
children  comprising  the  parental  family.  At  the 
age  of  seven  yeai-s  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Missouri,  and  later  removed  with  them  to  Illi- 
nois. He  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Michigan,  and  upon  a  farm  in  Berrien 
County  he  grew  to  manhood,  meantime  having 
meagre  opportunities  fui  acquning  an  education. 
However,  through  expeiionce  and  observation,  he 
has  more  than  made  up  for  the  lack  of  early  ad- 
vantages, and  now  occupies  a  position  among  the 
intelligent  men  of  the  community. 

In  April,  18SI,  when  the  nation  was  over-, 
whelmed  by  the  borroi-s  of  civil  war,  our  subject 
enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  liis  name  be- 
ing enrolled  as  a  member  of  Company  G,  Sixth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  and  he  served  for  about  twenty 
months  as  a  member  of  the  company.  At  the  bat- 
tle of  Antietam  he  was  wounded  by  a  bullet,  which 
injured  him  to  such  an  extent  as  to  necessitate  his 
discharge  from  the  army.     Upon   his  recovery  he 


enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Sixth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  when  he  was  discharged  with  the  rank  of 
Corporal.  Among  the  engagements  in  which  he 
participated  were  the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
Gainesville,  South  Mountain  and  thesecond  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  He  was  also  in  the  McDowell  cam- 
paign in  Virginia. 

Afhsr  tlie  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Lane  traveled 
through  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  spending  about  two 
years  in  tiie  West.  lie  then  returned  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  fourteen  years.  In  1884  lie  came  to  the 
farm  where  be  has  since  made  bis  home,  and  upon 
which  he  has  placed  a  large  number  of  improve- 
ments, making  it  one  of  the  best  estates  in  the 
vicinity.  Upon  the  thirty-two  acres  comprising 
the  property,  he  has  set  out  fruit  trees  of  every 
variety,  and  now  conducts  a  large  business  as  a 
fruit-grower.  He  has  elected  all  the  buildings  on 
the  place  and  it  is  largely  due  to  his  efforts  that 
the  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  on  Lincoln  Avenue, 

In  March,  1863,  Mr.  Lane  married  Miss  Mary  E., 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  Whitaker,  and  a  native  of 
Elkhart  County,  Ind.  At  the  age  of  nine  yeai-s 
siie  came  to  Michigan  with  her  mother  and  settled 
in  Oronoko  Township,  Berrien  County,  where  her 
mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  among  her 
children.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Ella,  who 
resides  with  her  parents.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Lane  is  a  Republican  and  served  as  delegate 
to  the  last  Republican  State  Convention.  He  has 
also  been  adclegate  to  Congressional  Conventions. 
His  interest  in  political  matters  has  been  deep  and 
unchanging,  and  lie  has  served  as  a  member  of  tlic 
Republican  Centra!  Committee  and  has  also  been 
Ciiairman  of  tlie  Township  Committee  for  eight 
years.  As  might  be  supposed,  be  retains  connec- 
tion with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is 
Junior  Vice  Commander  of  the  post.  He  belongs 
to  the  Union  Veteran  Union,  of  which  he  is  the 
present  Major  and  Lieutenant-Colonel.  In  his 
religious  views  he  is  liberal,  but  though  he  does 
not  hold  membership  in  any  chureh.lie  is  generous 
in  his  contributions  to  the  various  denominations, 
as  well  as  to  all  charitable  projects. 
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September  18.  1848. 
born  in  1806,  was  a 
Ireland,  and  was  th 


WILLIAM  M.  FERRY,  a  prominent  citizen 
and  an  extensive  and  prosperous  agricul- 
turist now  located  upon  his  valuable  farm, 
onsection34,  Pipestone  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Midi.,  was  born  upon  the  old  Ferrj'  homestead 
His  father,  Robert  Ferry, 
lativeof  County  Fermanagh, 
son  of  David  Ferry.  When 
a  young  man  he  emigrated  to  tbe  United  States 
and  located  in  Michigan,  marrying  Miss  Joanna 
Ridcnour,  born  in  1824  in  Ohio,  and  the  daughter 
of  .lacob  and  Letitia  (Brown)  Ridenour,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  an  early  day.  The  parentis  of  our 
subject  made  their  home  upon  section  27,  Pipe- 
stone Township,  in  1837,  being  the  third  family 
ot  settlers  in  the  townsliip.  The  farm  was  Gov- 
ernment land,  and  all  timber.  Enterprising  and 
energetic.  Rt^bert  Ferry  operated  steamboats  and 
ferry  boats  upon  the  river,  and  thus  earned  money 
to  pay  for  his  land  and  needed  improvements. 
After  his  marriage  in  1839,  this  seif-made  and 
ambitious  man  learned  to  i-ead  and  write,  studying 
in  a  private  sclrool.  Prospered,  lie  accumulated  a 
large  property  and,  continually  adding  to  his  es- 
tate, at  tlie  time  of  his  death  owned  ten  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  cleared  and 
improved  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  lived 
at  first  in  a  small  log  cabin,  but  soon  built  a  larger 
log  house.  In  18.')7  he  built  u  line  residence  and 
had  previously,  in  1850,  erected  a  large  and  sub- 
slantifll  barn. 

When  he  came  to  America,  Father  Ferry  landed 
at  Quebec,  and,  taken  sick  there,  was  obliged  to 
pawn  his  watch  to  pay  the  doctor's  bill.  On  ar- 
riving in  Michigan  his  sole  capital  remaining  was 
fifty  cents  in  cash,  but  with  self-reliant  determina- 
tion he  made  a  name  and  fortune,  and  was  mourned 
as  a  public  loss  when  lie  pnssed  to  his  rest  in  the 
spring  of  1876,  He  was  buried  in  the  Ferry  family 
ccnietery,  his  grave  being  marked  by  a  magnificent 
monument  costing  $700.  His  good  wife  is  yet  liv- 
ing upon  the  old  homestead.  The  sons  and  daugh- 
tei*s  wlio  blessed  the  early  Michigan  home  are:  John 
S,,  a  resident  of  Charlotte,  Mich.;  Mary,  deceased ; 
Robert  J.,  William  M.,  Joseph  U.  and  Thomas  P., 
tlie  four  latter  all  well-known  citizens  of  Pii)estone 
Township,  and  occupying  positions  of   usefulness 


and  inHuence.  The  only  daughter  was  the  wife  of 
Eliphalet  Adams,  and  both  she  and  her  husband 
are  deceased.  They  wen  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Robert  C,  who  resides  m  Gieat  Falls  Mont  ^Hc 
married  Emma  Henwood,  -^nd  is  the  fathti  of  two 
children.  Father  Feuv  wis  in  lehgious  afhlia- 
tions  a  Catholic,  He  gave  hi'5  cbildien  a  good 
education  and  aided  them  on  then  wn  in  lifo. 
Politically  a  Demociit,  he  w-js  inteiested  in  local 
and  national  issues  Ariivingm  Pipestone  Town, 
ship  before  its  organization,  he  ably  exerted  him- 
self throughout  his  life  in  the  promotion  of  public 
welfare,  and,  a  liard- working  roan,  won  through 
his  excellent  judgment   financial  snccess. 

Our  subject,  the  third  son  of  the  old  pioneer, 
received  his  education  mainly  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood,  and  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  in  1870  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Rhoda  A.  Pegg,  a  daughter 
of  Elislia  and  Amy  (Calvin)  Pegg.  Mr.  Peggwas 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  Mrs.  Pegg  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  in  the  latter  State  the  parents  of  Mrs. 
Ferry  were  married.  In  1864  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  on  section  24,  Pipestone  Township, 
wliich  they  made  their  permanent  home.  Mr.  Pegg 
died  in  1871,  his  good  wife  surviving  mtil  1875. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Ferry;  John  W.;  and 
Ella  R.,  wife  of  William  Gushing,  residing  in  Sil- 
ver Creek  Township,  Cass  County,  Siie  has  no 
children. 

Mrs.  Ferry  was  Itorn  May  27,  1845,  in  Portage 
County,  Oliio.  She  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion in  the  home  of  lier  childhood,  and  taiighi 
school  in  Michigan.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Ferry  settled  where  he  now  lives,  upon 
partially  improved  land.  He  has  one  hundred  and 
ninety  acres,  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  which  are 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Our  subject  is 
a  general  farmer,  and  profitably  raises  both  grain 
and  stoclt.  He  erected  his  handsome  and  com- 
modious residence  in  1890  and  1891  without  in- 
struction. Guided  by  his  business  ability  and  thor- 
ough compi-ehension  of  the  desired  ai-chitecture,  ho 
drafted  the  plans  and  completed  the  building — a 
most  convenient  and  attractive  house,  costing 
*2,7H0,  aside  from  the  lumber  and  labor  involved. 
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This  dwelling  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Pipestone 
Township  and  is  universally  admired.  The  base- 
ment of  the  house  had  boen  built  in  1887,  but  was 
remodeled  in  1890.  The  barn,  built  in  1883,  cost 
i  1,400;  it  is  66x40  feet  and  has  twenty-foot  posts. 
There  are  other  substantial  and  necessary  improve- 
ments on  tlie  homestead,  one  of  the  best  pieces  of 
farming  property  in  Pipestone  Township,  and 
which  contains  aside  from  its  harvest-fields  a  fine 
lawn,  ornamental  and  shade  trees  and  two  acres  of 
choice  fruit.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Ferry  have  no  chil- 
dren, but  have  reared  one  child,  Cora  B.  Ferry,  who 
became  as  their  own  when  only  four  years  of  age. 
Our  subject  is  fraternally  connected  with  the 
Blue  Lodge  at  Berrien  Springs  and  Western  Star 
Lodge  No.  39.  A.  F,  &  A.  M.,  and  has  been  Senior 
Warden.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Keystone  Chap- 
ter No.  36,  of  Dowagiac,  and  is  one  of  the  twelve 
Knights  of  Niles  Commandery.  Politically  a  Dem- 
oci'al,  Mr.  Ferry  has  represented  his  party  at  con- 
ventions, and  has  ably  performed  the  duties  of 
Highway  Commissioner  of  Pipestone  Township 
for  three  years.  Since  then  he  has  refused  t>oliti- 
cal  office,  but  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  has 
done  excellent  service  in  behalf  of  educational  ad- 
vancement. His  circle  of  acquaintance  is  large, 
and  from  liis  earliest  youth  lie  has  been  identified 
with  the  various  enterprises  of  liis  locality,  and  is 
regarded  as  a  true  and  earnest  citizen,  liberal  in 
sentiment  and  upright  in  character. 


EMILIUS  .1.  WOOLCOTT,  proprietor  of  the 
Woolcott  House,  at  Watervliet,  and  the 
owner  of  three  well-improved  farms  in 
Berrien  County,  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  No- 
vember 13,  1848,  being  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
EIJKabeth  (Blake)  Woolcott.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Warren  Woolcott,  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts and  followed  farming  pursuits  in  the  old  Bay 
State.  About  fifty-five  years  ago  he  removed  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  in  1851  came  to  Watervliet, 
Mich.,  where  he  soon  became  prominently  identi- 
lied  willi  the  progress  of  the  community.     In  liis 


political  views  he  was  a  Democrat  and  wielded  no 
small  influence  in  the  ranks  of  his  chosen  party. 
When  he  passed  away,  in  1877,  his  fellow-citizens 
united  with  the  immediate  members  of  the  family 
in  mourning  the  loss  of  this  public-spirited  man, 
devoted  husband  and  affectionate  father.  His  flrst 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Jester,  bore 
him  one  son  and  two  daughtere;  there  were  no 
children  of  the  second  union. 

The  fatlicr  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Woolcott, 
was  born  iu  Massachusetts  and  accompanied  the 
other  members  of  the  family  to  Ohio,  where  he 
resided  for  a  number  of  years  in  Cleveland.  In 
1861  he  came  to  Watervliet,  where  he  purchased 
two  hundred  and  six  acres  of  unimproved  land, to 
the  cultivation  of  which  he  has  since  given  his 
attention,  the  I'esult  being  that  lie  lias  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  vicinity.  He  is  also  the  owner 
of  an  hotel  in  Hartford.  A  Democrat  in  his  pol- 
itical opinions,  he  has  served  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-citizens 
in  a  number  of  local  oHiccs.  He  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  reared  four  children:  Kmilius  .1.,  Mi-s. 
Margaret  Huston  (deceased),  Elmer  and  Mario 
One  child  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

A  cliildof  three  yeai-s  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Berrien  County,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
the  home  district,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
commenced  to  operate  as  a  farmer  Upon  land 
rented  on  the  old  homestead.  In  1872  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  on  section  '22,  Watervliet  Town- 
ship, and  to  this  he  gradually  added  until  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  three  farms,  one  consisting  of 
ninety-four  acres,  another  of  forty  and  the  third 
of  forty-six.  From  these  he  derives  a  good  in- 
come and  is  well  situated  financially.  In  1885 
he  built  the  Woolcott  House,  in  Watervliet,  now 
one  of  the  most  popular  hotels  of  the  village. 

April  16,  1872,  Mr,  Woolcott  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of  Alonzo 
and  Harriet  (Ducolon)  Hauer,  natives  respectively 
of  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and  Canada.  The 
father,  who  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
also  engaged  in  farming  pursuila,  died  in  Berrien 
County  in  1862;  his  wife  still  survives.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Oakland  County  and 
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for  many  years  contribiiteci  to  its  progress  and 
was  an  interested  witDfcss  of  its  development.  In 
Ills  religious  views  he  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcot>al  Church,  with  which  his  wife  is  nlso 
Identified.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, Mi-s.  Woolcott  having  three  sisters.  The 
paternftl  gr.indparents  of  Mrs.  Woolcott  were 
Henry  and  Wealthy  (Joj')  Hauer,  who  were  of 
German  descent.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Stephen  and  Sallie  (Baxter)  Ducolon.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Woolcott  were  tlie  parents  of  three  children: 
Mark  A,,  Etta  (  who  died  aged  seven  years)  and 
Nina.  The  family  occupies  a  position  of  promin- 
ence in  the  community  and  is  liigliiy  reffarded  in 
social  circles. 


-s*^^®»@^M«. 


'jif  RA  OVKBACKER.  It  is  in  the  fruit  industry 
|1  that  the  prosperity  of  I{<  rrien  County  finds  its 
lii  impetus.  No  location  on  the  continent  ex- 
cels that  of  southwestern  Michigan  for  the  encour- 
agement offered  to  fruit-growci-s  in  supplying  the 
means  for  their  success.  With  a  constant  increase 
of  population,  the  incentives  to  industry  and  re- 
wards open  to  enterprise  exist  here  to  a  degree 
not  exceeded  by  any  portion  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  a  large  numberof 
judicious  and  ambitious  men  have  settled  here  for 
the  purpose  of  developing  fine  fruit  farms,  and 
have  met  with  flattering  success. 

On  section  9.  St.  Joseph  Township,  lies  a  fruit 
fiu-m  belonging  to  Mr.  Overacker  and  consisting 
of  twenty-six  and  one-half  acres, of  which  twenty- 
three  acres  are  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit. 
Here  he  raises  apples,  pears,  grapes,  peaches  and 
every  variety  of  berries,  shipping  his  products  to 
the  principal  markets,  where  they  find  a  ready  sale 
at  fair  prices.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New 
York  State  and  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County 
April  10,  1816.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a 
member  originated  in  Germany  and  was  repre- 
sented in  America  during  the  early  period  ol  the 
history  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 


Wendell  Overacker,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  enlisted  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  where  he  did  valiant  service 
in  defense  of  the  Colonies.  He  married  Miss  Anna 
Wethawax,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children.  Of  their  four  sons,  Michael  was  the  eld- 
est. He  was  born  in  Dutciiess  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  reared  to  manliood  in  Rensselaer  County,  the 
same  State.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  enlisted 
in  tlie  ranks  and  served  with  valor  and  fidelity  in 
the  cause  of  the  United  States.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Hoffman,  who  was  born  in  Rhineheck, 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  being  one  in  a  family  of 
seven  children. 

After  his  marriage  Michael  Overacker  located  in 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  son,  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  April  10, 1816.  He  afterward  made 
his  home  in  Otsego  County,  whence  he  removed 
to  Tompkins  County,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death  in  1860.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
and  three  are  now  living,  viz.:  Albert  \V.,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Tompkins  County,N.  Y.;  Archibald  I>., 
who  resides  on  tlie  old  homestead  in  New  York; 
and  Im,  our  subject.  The  deceased  are;  Alida, 
who  died  in  girlhood;  Angeline,  who  married 
Francis  Van  Pelt,  and  died  in  Tompkuis  C<uinty, 
where  her  husband  was  engaged  in  farming;  Jacob, 
who  died  in  Tompkins  County;  and  Eliza,  who 
was  called  hence  at  the  age  of  two  jeare.  The  fa- 
ther of  this  family,  through  industry,  and  notwith- 
standing the  fact  tliat  he  was  handicapped  by  |kiv- 
erty  and  lack  of  education,  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a  large  and  valuable  property.  lie  was  a 
Whig  in  his  political  relations  and  was  a  man  of 
note  in  his  community. 

An  infant  when  taken  by  his  parents  to  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  was  six  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  the  family  to  Tompkins 
County,  the  same  State,  and  his  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools.  In  1847  he  came 
West  and,  being  pleased  with  the  soil  and  climate 
of  northern  Illinois,  he  purehased  four  hundred 
acre.^  in  Ogle  County,  buying  the  property  of  the 
Government.  After  he  had  spent  two  years  alone 
U|x>n  the  place,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife,  being 
married  October  25,   I84il,  to  Miss  Anna    Maria 
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Diisen berry,  a  native  of  Toiii|>kin3  County,  N.  Y. 
She  is  n  \tn\y  of  untiaual  iiitclligeiice,  and  taught 
eighteen  torms  of  scliool  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
anrl  Kane  an<1  Ogle  Counties,  111.  At  the  age  of 
only  sixteen  she  commenced  to  teaeh,  and  occu- 
pied a  position  in  the  pultlic  schools  of  Elgin  when 
seventeen.  It  was  at  that  age  that  she  accompa- 
nied her  bi-other,  Coruelius,  to  Illinois  and  settled 
in  Ogle  County,  remaining  there  until  her  mar- 
riage. 

In  this  connection  a  Inief  mention  of  the  ances- 
tors of  Mrs.  Overacker  will  not  be  amiss.  Her  fa- 
ther, David  Ousenberry,  was  iwrn  in  Sand  Lake, 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  Septeii.bcr  IS,  I7ai. 
Her  grantffather,  Jacob  Dusenberry,  was  likewise  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  married  Anna  Swelt- 
land,  by  whom  ho  had  seven  children.  David, 
upon  attaiuiny  to  manhood,  married  Miss  Ann 
Andrus;  lier  father,  Benjamin,  was  a  native  of 
Ilarlfoid  County,  Conn.,  and  as  a  partial  compen- 
sation for  his  services  in  the  lievolution  he  was  a 
pensioner  of  the  Government  for  a  number  of 
years.  Mr.  Dusenberry  was  a  minister  in  the  Bap- 
tist Cliurcli  and  also  a  teacher  for  many  years 
prior  to  liis  deatii,  which  occurred  July  27,  1842. 
His  wife  parsed  away  November  20,  1875,  after 
having  become  the  mother  of  six  children. 

For  eighteen  years  after  his  marriage,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  resided  in  Ogle  County,  III. 
Upon  disposing  of  his  landed  interests  there  he 
came  to  Michigan,  and  in  Berrien  County  purchased 
a  ten-acre  fruit  farm  on  the  Jake  shore,  where  he 
made  liis  home  for  nine  years.  In  May  of  1877 
he  came  to  his  preseut  farm,  where  he  has  since 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  a  fruitrgrower.  A 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  while  in  Ogle 
County,  111.,  he  held  the  offices  of  Supervisor  of 
the  township.  Trustee  and  County  Commissioner, 
and  has  aided  the  progress  of  the  community  in 
every  way  possible. 

Childless  themselves,  Mr.  Overaeker  and  his  es- 
timable wife  have  opened  their  hearts  and  home 
to  four  children,  upon  whom  they  have  bestowed 
the  most  careful  training  and  to  whose  welfare 
they  are  tenderly  devoted.  These  adopted  chil- 
dren are:  George  Crane,  who  now  resides  in  Ar- 
kansas;   Christine  Fretts,  a  nurse  residing  in  Chi- 


cago; Lillie  Smith,  who  married  Henry  Kennedy 
and  lives  in  South  Dakota;  and  Fred  II.  Barbour, 
who  was  taken  into  Mr.  Overaeker's  home  when 
an  infant  of  four  weeks,and  is  now  superintendent 
of  an  orange  grove  in  Arizona. 


3<"'f"^"e 


\Tr^^OB^:RT  F.  MOORK,  a  representative  gen- 
IJt^  cral  agriculturist  and  influential  citizen  of 
'i\\^  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  for  the  past 
^^  thirty-five  years  engaged  mainly  in  tilling 
the  soil  of  his  homestead,  and  located  on  section 
24,  Berrien  Township,  has  passed  over  three-score 
yeare  in  his  present  locality  and,  widely  known, 
commands  the  esteem  of  a  host  oE  friends.  Mr. 
Moore  was  born  March  21,  1831,  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  the  son  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  Burrowes  and 
Elizabeth  (Reed)  Moore,  and  was  only  an  infant 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  their  new  home 
in  the  wilderness  of  the  Wolverine  State.  His  fa- 
ther, born  in  1796,  and  the  mother  in  1800,  were 
courageous,  resolute  and  energetic  and  well  fitted 
to  meet  and  overcome  the  difficulties  and  trials  of 
pioneer  life.  Born  in  the  Quaker  State,  they  had 
attained  to  adult  age  in  their  birthplace  and  were 
married  in  the  home  of  their  childhood.  Some 
years  later  they  decided  to  try  their  fortune  in 
the  farther  West,  and  in  1832  journeyed  to  White 
Pigeon,  Mich.,  spent  a  short  time  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  finally  located  in  Three  Rivers,  where 
the  father  kept  a  hotel  for  the  benefit  of  travelers 
before  there  was  another  habitation  in  the  place. 
The  parents  removed  to  vSummerville,  Cass  Coun- 
ty, in  1848,  and  there  the  f.ather  operated  a  grist- 
mill, which  he  afterward  'sold  to  Israel  Hutton, 
who  later  became  his  son-in-law. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  training  and  edu- 
cation in  Three  Rivers,  and  grew  up  a  self-reliant 
and  industrious  youth  amid  the  scenes  of  those 
pioneer  days.  He  began  his  business  life  as  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  Moore  &  Prutzraan,  at  Three 
Rivers,  and  remained  with  tins  firm  until  1850, 
when  he  located  in  Summcrville,  and  for  a  few 
years  engaged  in   business  with  J.  P.  Hutton.    la 
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1858  Mr,  Moore  made  liis  t^ermanent  liome  on  his 
present  valuable  farm,  and  from  that  i>erio(i  of 
time  devoted  himself  exclusively'  to  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture  with  success.  The  two  huudred  acres 
upon  wliieli  he  tlien  located  were  [lartialiy  im- 
proved and  were  owned  in  eominon  by  himself 
and  Ills  brother-in-law,  Lewis  Edwards,  Jj.  Our 
subject  afterward  bought  out  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  and  has  brought  one  hundred  and  thjity 
acres  of  the  farm  undera  liigli  state  of  cultivation. 
In  1881  he  erected  an  attractive  and  commodious 
country  residence,  costing  over  #2,000,  and  built 
substantial  barns,  lie  carried  on  mixed  farming, 
raising  excellent  stock  and  giving  liis  entire  at- 
tention to  tbe  daily  round  of  duties,  until  two 
years  ago,  when  he  rented  his  homestead  and  is 
now  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Clarissa  Edwards,  a  daughter  of  Ee wis  and 
Patience  (Garwood)  Edwards,  wlio  came  to  Cass 
County  in  1826,  and,  locating  on  Pokagon  Prairie, 
were  the  very  first  settlers  of  their  locality.  They 
made  their  home  in  the  near  vicinity  of  Indians, 
and  were  surrounded  by  woods,  in  wliicli  wild 
game  abounded,  Botb  tbe  parents  of  Mra.  Moore 
are  now  deceased,  Tbe  father  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Ohio.  Earnest 
and  upright,  tbe  husband  and  wife  passed  to- 
gether many  years  Of  usefulneasand  were  honored 
by  all  wbo  knew  them.  Prominent  in  all  matters 
of  local  interest,  Mr.  Edwards  served  many  years 
as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  giving  universal  satis- 
faction to  bis  friends  and  neighbors.  He  and  liis 
good  wife  were  theparentsof  nine  children,  aevetf 
of  whom  yet  survive,  Mrs,  Moore  was  born  in 
August,  1829,  on  Pokagon  Prairie,  Our  subject 
.ind  his  worthy  wife  were  the  parents  of  Ave  chil- 
dren, but  two  of  whom  now  survive,  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  B.  F.  Rice,  and  resides  in  Dowagiae; 
she  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Lewis  B.,  liv- 
ing in  Berrien  Township,  married  Miss  Maud  Cam- 
eron and  has  one  child.  Mr,  and  Mre.  Moore  are 
valued  members  of  tbe  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  have  both  been  active  in  religious  work. 
Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  Pokagon 
Lodge,  A.  F,  &  A.  M.  A  member  of  the  School 
Board,  he  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  ele- 


vation of  scholai-ship  and  instruction  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  encouraged  the  children  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  improve  them- 
selves and  gain  a  good  common  education.  Mr. 
Moore  is  politically  a  Republican,  and  has  always 
been  deeply  interested  in  both  local  and  National 
issues.  He  is  a  public-spirited  man,  and  during 
the  troublous  days  of  the  Civil  War  sent  a  substi- 
tute to  represent  him  upon  the  field.  lie  and  his 
worthy  wife  are  yet  resiiling  upon  the  old  farm, 
near  which  locality  they  have  passed  three-score 
years  and  witnessed  the  wonderful  changes  which 
have  transformed  the  wilderness  of  Berrien  Coun- 
ty into  harvest  fields  and  smiling  villages.  Se- 
cure in  the  high  regard  of  their  wide  circle  of  old- 
time  neighboi-s  and  acquaintances,  they  are  enter- 
ing the  evening  of  a  career  whose  record  is  full 
of  stirring  incidents  and  reminiscences  intimately 
associated  with  the  history  of  this  part  of  the 
Slate. 


sit«i-i^a^«e^ 


iT^AVID  A.  BEST,  an  early  settler  and  en- 
|l  Jl]  terprising  citizen  of  Bortrand  Township, 
^^^  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  l>een  a  leading 
business  man  of  this  part  of  the  Ktate  for 
a  period  of  forty-six  years.  A  native  of  Columbia 
County,  Pa„  and  born  twenty-five  miles  northeast 
of  the  Susquehanna  River,  January  13,  1822,  he 
was  a  young  man  full  of  hope  and  energy  when  he 
came  to  the  West.  His  father,  John  Best,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey  and  reared  in  the  State,  removed 
early  in  life  to  Pennsylvania,  where  be  married 
and  settled  on  a  farm.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Best,  was  supposed  to  be  by  birth  a  Hol- 
lander. Sarah  (Allen)  Best,  the  mother  of  U.  A. 
Best,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same  old  house 
which  sheltered  our  subject  on  the  day  of  his  birth. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Capt.  John  Allen,  was 
but  five  years  of  age  when  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  parents  and  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
afterward  serving  bravely  in  the  War  of  the  Rev- 
olution as  a  Captain,  At  the  close  of  tlie  struggle 
for  independence  lie  settled  upon  a  piece  of  land 
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in  tlie  woods  of  Columbia  County,  and,  surrounded 
iiy  Indians,  was  employed  by  the  Government  as  a 
suoiii  ynd  was  active  and  courageous  in  !iia 
[wisistent  efforts  to  protect  tlie  settlers  from  the 
depredations  of  tlie  savages. 

An  excellent  meclinnic,  and  by  trade  a  wlieel- 
wrijflit.  Grandfather  Allen  manufactured  spinning- 
wheels  and  made  guns  of  excellent  workmanship, 
many  of  which  may  yet  be  found  in  Columbia 
County.  lie  lived  to  l>e  ninety  years  of  age  and 
di-ew  a  pension  from  the  Government.  The 
father  and  jnothur  of  Mr.  Best  wtre  married  in 
their  i-aily  home  and  remained  for  some  time  in 
Columbia  County,  removing  thence  to  Michigan 
in  1848.  In  1851,  they  bought  a  farm  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  Ind.,  where  they  s|>ent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  The  father  survived  to 
reach  seventy-six  years.  The  mother  died  when 
sixty  yeai-s  old,  John  and  Sarah  (Allen )  Best  were 
the  pHi-ents  of  eleven  children,  two  daughters  and 
nine  sons.  Two  of  tlie  f.imily  died  young,  the 
othoi-s  lived  to  mature  age.  Our  subject  was  the 
second  child  and  the  second  son  and  received  his 
education  in  the  little  srtbscription  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  After  a  three-years 
»p pre nt ices hi|i  lie  worked  as  journeyman  for  four 
ycai-s  and  helped  to  liuild  the  lii^t  railroad  in 
Suliiiylkill  County.  He  also  assisted  in  the  steel 
work  of  the  Doubre  Locks,  on  the  canals  in  the  last- 
named  county.  Arriving  in  Niles,  Mich.,  in  1846, 
he  worked  at  his  trade  for  six  months  and  then 
started  in  business  for  himself  in  company  with 
William  C.  Armstrong,  fitting  out  emigrants  for 
their  trip  to  California,  They  made  shoes  and 
nails  by  hand  and  in  a  comparatively  brief  time 
received  #100  for  tlie  shoeing  of  l!ie  horses  des- 
tined to  go  on  the  long  journey. 

Mr.  Hest  has  received  employment  from  the 
Michig.in  Central  Railroad  and  has  done  various 
kinds  of  work  for  the  corporation,  including  an 
immense  amount  of  horse -shoeing.  lie  is  an 
expert  in  steel  work  and  has  given  valuable  ser- 
vice to  the  railroad  as  well  as  to  private  individ- 
uals. Soon  after  the  completion  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad,  our  subject  w.ts  taken  ill  and  was 
unable  to  attend  to  business  for  some  months,    in 


about  1850,  he  bought  ten  acres  in  Milton  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  and  on  this  land  erected  shops 
and  some  other  buildings  and  again  engaged  in 
his  trade  in  conneeti(«i  with  his  farming.  In  1866 
he  sold  out  and,  I'emoving  to  his  present  homestead, 
devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  duties  of  agricul- 
ture. There  was  a  log  shanty  on  the  farm  and  Emt 
few  improvements  when  our  subject  settled  there. 
Mr.  Best  was  married  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  in 
1847,  to  Miss  Elmira  Lemon,  who  became  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  eiglit  of  whom  are  now 
living.  John  L.,  deceased,  was  the  eldest  born; 
James  A.  was  the  second  son;  Emma  J.  is  the 
wife  of  Levi  Button;  Jerome  T.  and  Henry 
L.  were  twins;  David  B.  is  next;  Afretta  died 
in  infancy;  Orrin  T.  and  Artlia  are  deceased; 
Wellington  is  next;  Luzella  is  now  Mrs.  Pi  ice; 
and  Nettie  May  is  the  youngest  child.  The  home- 
stead contains  two  hundred  acres  located  in 
Bertrand  Township,  and  forty-one  acres  in  Itu- 
chanan  Township.  The  valuable  farm  long  since 
brought  up  to  high  cultivation,  is  now  rented, 
Mr.  West,  after  many  years  of  useful  industry, 
having  retired  from  active  business.  His  lirst 
wife  having  passed  away,  our  subject  was  wedded 
to  Catherine  Griner,  the  widow  of  Peter  Griner, 
an  old  resident  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr,  Best  is  a 
Democrat  and  has  held  various  oHices  of  the 
township,  having  served  with  ability  as  Highway 
Commissioner  and  Township  Collector,  He  has 
for  many  years  been  associated  with  the  business 
and  social  enterprises  of  Berti-and  Townsliip  and 
enjoys  the  high  regard  of  a  liost  of  friends. 


^^EORGE  W.  GRANT.  Although  this  gen- 
ii/ (— -,  tleman  is  quite  a  youngman, be  has  become 
'^^^  well  known  in  the  town  of  Coloma,  Berrien 
County,  for  his  perseverance  and  honest  and  up- 
right business  methods.  He  was  born  in  Elgin 
County,  C.inada,  February  19,  1861,  and  is  the  son 
of  George  and  Anna  (Ijevrington)  Grant. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  boi-e  the  given 
name  of  Robert,  and,  ailliough  of  Scottish  extrac- 
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tion,  lie  was  boin  and  reared  in  Upper  Canada, 
and  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  a 
fanner.  He  moved  to  fllgin  County,  tlienee  to 
Huron  County,  Mich.,  wiiere  lie  and  his  worthy 
wife  passed  theiv  declining  years.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  a  Miss  Wert,  who  lived 
about  one  year.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary 
I'oHiJSt,  who  bore  him  the  following  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living:  Daniel,  Gilbert,  Eliza  Ann, 
Mary,  Henry,  Jane,  George  F.,  Alexander,  Elsebot, 
John,  Charles  and  Emma.  The  grandfather  served 
in  llie  War  of  1812  as  a  British  soldier. 

Our  subject's  father  was  also  a  native  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  went  to  Elgin  County  with  his 
parents,  where  he  cleared  and  improved  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  after  which  lie  removed  to  Van 
Rnren  County.  Here  ho  settled  on  eighty  acres 
of  rough  land,  which  he  immediately  set  about 
clearing  and  pultivating,  and  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore he  was  enabled  to  buy  more  land,  and  now 
owns  in  all  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good 
farm  land.  He  is  a  man  who  takes  an  active  part 
in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as  Supervisor  for 
seven  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  iind  is 
a  worthy  member  of  the  Christian  Church  of  this 
place.  He  reared  nine  children,  namely;  Allen, 
Rob,  James,  William,  George,  Edwin;  Alice,  now 
Mi-s.  Todd,  of  Mecosta  County,  Mich.;  Aletha,  wife 
of  W.  S.  Morgan;  and  Agnes,  wife  of  Eli  Hill, 
aiso  of  Mecosta  County. 

When  a  lad,  our  subject  helped  on  his  father's 
farm  and  was  afforded  only  nioderale  opportunities 
of  educating  himself.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  be  began  clerking  in  his  brother  Rob's  store, 
and  remained  there  for  three  years,  when  he  be- 
came a  partner  with  his  brother  James,  in  1882, 
but,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  he  returned  to  iiis 
former  place,  and  since  the  fall  of  1885  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  business  alone.  In  1886,  he 
built  the  room  which  he  now  occupies,  and  lias 
prospered,  so  that  his  business  runs  from  $25,000  to 
835,000  per  year.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons,  in  which  be  has  very  creditably 
filled  many  of  the  offices. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Grant  and  Miss  Helen  A. 
PitcUer  occurred  April  ll,  1884,     Mrs,  Grant  was 


born  in  Cass  County,  Mich., and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  H.  and  Lydia  (Witheral)  I'itciier.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  died  at  St. 
Joseph  in  1890.  The  mother,  a  native  of  Cass 
County,  is  still  living.  She  has  two  chddrcn, 
Helen  and  Wallace.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
liad  born  to  them  two  children;  Homer  and  Harold. 
Mr,  Grant  is  a  gentleman  in  every  respect  and  a 
reliable  citizen,  and  is  liked  by  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact. 


M. 


^RANK  HART.SKLL.  Few  of  the  rural 
abodes  of  Cass  County  present  an  appear- 
ance so  inviting  and  attractive  as  the  home 
of  Mr.  Hartseli,  which  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
section  3,  LaGrange  Township.  The  farm  consists 
of  eighly  acres,  of  which  seventy  have  been  placed 
under  flrat-class  improvement.  The  place  has  been 
embellished  with  all  the  accessories  of  a  model 
farm,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  elegant 
and  beautiful  residence.  During  the  past  few 
years  Mr.  Hartseli  has  made  a  specialty  of  fruit- 
raising,  and  has  fifteen  acres  planted  to  a  peach 
orchard,  from  which  he  raises  and  ships  about  two 
thousand  bushels  annually. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Solomon  Hartseli,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1805, and  during  his  boy- 
hood years  was  employed  in  a  distillery.  At  an 
early  age  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
brick-layer,  and  after  becoming  familiar  with  the 
work  he  followed  that  occupation  throughout  his 
entire  active  life.  In  1845  he  came  to  Pokagoii 
Township,  Cass  County,  removing  hither  from 
Stark  County,  Ohio,  where  he  had  made  his  home 
since  L840.  He  and  liis  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Barljara  Oyler,  became  tbe  parents  of  five 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  Lurina,  Mai-shall  and  Frank. 

Socially,  the  father  was  a  meml>er  of  the  United 
Bretlircn  Church,  with  which  his  wife  was  also 
idcntilied.  Politically. he  was  a  Whigin  hisearlier 
yeai-s,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  became  an  adherent  of  its  principles, 
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and  remained  one  of  its  most  stanch  advocates 
until  his  deatti,  which  occurred  on  the  5tli  of 
Jnnuary,  1885;  liis  wife  had  passed  away  in  1882. 
He  had  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Poka- 
gon  Township,  but  never  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  devoting  his  attention  exclusively  to  his 
trade. 

liorn  in  Canton,  Stark  County,  Ohio,  December 
5,  1846,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  lias  spent  almost 
his  entire  life  in  Cass  County.  Here  he  married 
Miss  Adelaide,  daughter  of  John  .and  Jane  Ur.ty- 
iner,  and  their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
three  children;  Ira,  Cora  and  Emma.  Cora  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Shuerte,  and  resides  in  Ia  Gi-angc 
Township.  The  farm  which  he  now  occupies  Mr. 
Ilartsell  pui-ehascd  in  1874,  and  has  continued  from 
time  to  time  to  improve  the  place  until  it  is  now 
one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in  the  township. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Macca- 
bees at  Dowagiac,  and  politically  he  advocates  the 
principles  of  tiie  Republican  part.v.  He  cultivates 
blackberries  and  strawberries  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-flve  bushels  annually. 


-mm^^ 


VTp^OBERT  DICKINSON  is  remembered  by 
K^  many  of  tlie  early  residents  as  one  of  the 
JmV  energetic  and  successful  pioneer  agricultur- 
ists of  Berrien  County,  Mich.  He  was  of 
English  nativity,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  home  of  his  childhood.  Attaining  to  matur- 
ity and  appreciating  the  broader  opportunities  of 
Amenta,  he  emigrated  to  tlie  United  States,  and 
journeying  to  the  then  far  West  located  in  St. 
Joseph,  Mich.  In  his  new  home  he  soon  obtained 
employment  at  his  trade,  and  for  some  time  was 
engaged  in  sawing  ship-timbers.  Within  a  com- 
paratively brief  period  he  purchased  a  fine  home- 
stead of  two  hundred  and  Rfty  acres  and  devoted 
himself  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  A 
man  of  good  habits  and  excellent  judgment,  he 
made  his  way  steadily  upward  and  acquired  a  com- 
fortable compet£fice.    Our  subject  was  a  consistent 


member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
was  ever  ready  to  aid  in  the  support  and  enter- 
prises of  that  religious  denomination.  A  kind 
friend  and  neighbor,  he  was  mourned  by  the  entire 
oommunity  of  the  township  when,  after  many 
yearo  of  honored  usefulness,  lie  passed  to  his  rest. 

Within  the  limits  of  Berrien  County,  Robert 
Dickinson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mi's.  Su* 
sannah  Edinborough,  widow  of  William  Edin- 
irorough,  an  early  citizen  of  the  State.  Five  chil- 
dren blessed  the  hearts  and  home  of  the  parents. 
Joseph,  the  eldest-born,  died  in  his  native  county, 
leaving  a  family;  Eliza  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
H.  Farnuni;  Susan  died  in  youth;  Sarah  and  Arthur 
complete  the  family  circle.  The  latter,  now  an 
extensive  and  successful  fruit-grower,  was  born  in 
Berrien  County  in  1847,  and  received  agood  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  the  district.  He  grew  up 
to  manhood  self-reliant,  and  was  well  adapted  to 
assume  the  cares  of  life  when,  in  1883,  be  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  May,  daughter  of  S. 
R.  Huglies,  of  Duluth,  Minn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Dickinson  are  tbe  parents 
of  three  children,  two  daughters  and  one  son: 
Agnes  Ruth,  Olive  Marjorie  and  Donald  A.,  all 
promising  and  intelligent  children.  The  son  of 
our  subject,  like  his  father  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  owns 
sixty  acres  of  well-cultivated  land  in  Benton  Town- 
ship and  also  has  twenty  acres  in  llagar  Town- 
ship, about  half  of  which  is  devoted  to  berries. 
Politically,  Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  Republican,  and, 
keeping  himself  well  posted  on  the  current  events 
of  the  day,  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  and 
liberal-spirited  citizens  of  his  locality.  Heandhis 
accomplished  wife  are  prominent  factors  in  the 
social  life  and  benevolent  work  of  their  neiglibor- 
liood  and  enjoy  the  regard  of  a  large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. 

Mrs.  Dickinson  was  born  near  Detroit,  and  her 
father,  S.  R  Hughes,  was  a  man  of  note  in  the 
early  days  of  the  State.  By  birth  an  Alsatian,  he 
received  a  thorough  education  in  Germany,  and 
emigrating  while  in  the  vigor  of  hope,  health  and 
strength  to  America,  was  foremost  in  the  promotion 
of  the  needed  improvements  and  rapid  advance- 
ment of  his  new  home.  Mr.  Huglics  was  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  pi-oject  to  secure  a  canal  from 
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St.  Joseph  to  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  and  later 
— identified  witli  railroad  interests— was  for  some 
years  tlie  efHcient  President  of  tlie  Cliicago  &  West 
Michigan  Railroad.  A  man  of  executive  ability, 
he  materially  aided  in  the  development  of  the 
Northwest,  und  through  persistent  effort  assisted 
in  opening  to  settlement  large  tracts  of  hitherto 
unimproved  land. 


-^  HESTER  S.  PRATT.  Tlie  simple  record  of  the 
jll^.^  life  of  a  m.in  who  has  (juietly  pursued  his 
^^^^  calling  is  the  best  testimonial  that  can  be 
given  to  his  worth  of  character.  In  geiiemi,  the 
life  of  a  fanner  is  an  uneventful  one,  marked  by  no 
startling  incidents,  although  its  usefulness  may  be 
felt  throughout  an  extended  circle  of  acquaintances 
and  exert  great  influence.  The  subject  of  this  no- 
tice is  one  who  has  followed  the  even  tenor  of  the 
farmer's  life,  taking  an  active  part  in  mattei-s 
pertaining  to  the  interests  of  the  development  of 
the  section  in  which  he  resides.  He  owns  and  oper- 
ates one  hundred  and  sixty  acresof  land,  which  is 
iu  a  well-cultivated  condition,  and  j>art  of  which  is 
given  to  the  raising  of  Norman  and  Hamhletonian 
stock. 

Before  entering  upon  the  history  of  our  subject, 
it  will  not  be  amiss  to  devote  a  paragraph  to 
that  of  his  respected  ancestors.  His  grandfather, 
Aaron  Pratt,  was  Iwrn  in  Massachusetts  and  was  a 
fanner  by  occupation,  hut  early  in  life  he  was  a 
drover  and  a  hotel-keeper.  In  1806,  he  settled  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  on  one  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  of  land  along  the  shore  of  Lake  On- 
tario, where  he  lived  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  wife 
was  a  Miss  Jerusha  Smith  and  the  result  of  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Pratt  was  the  birth  of  these 
children:  Jonathan,  Aiva,  Almond,  Rachael,  Eme- 
line  and  Mary.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  DeerHeld,  Mass.,  in  September,  1796.  He, 
too,  was  a  farmer,  and  moved  to  Webster,  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1873.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Democnit  in  his  early  life,  then  turned 
Abolitionist,  and    linally   cast   his  ballot  for  the 


Republican  nominees  His  widow  Still  survives, 
and  has  reaied  a  finiiU  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Coinelia  A  Jine  A  ,  Alva  S.,  Emeline  J.,  Justine 
B,  Cliestei  S,  Man  L,  Almond  J.,  Jerusha  B, 
and  Oscar.  Almond  and  Oscar  were  soldiers,  the 
former  having  served  in  the  Ninth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  later  in  the  colored  regiment 
as  Captain.  The  latter  enlisted  in  the  Fourth 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  also  served  as  captain  and 
lieutenant  of  the  colored  regiment.  Our  subject's 
father  was  a  Free-will  Baptist,  while  the  mother 
was  of  the  Presbyterian  faith.  The  latter  was 
born  in  New  Haven  County,  Conn.,  in  February, 
1799.  Her  father,  Chester  Peck,  wasa  native  of  Con- 
iiecticut,  and  iu  his  youthful  days  emigrated  to 
Oneida  County,  thence  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  died 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy  years.  Ho  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  worked 
zealously  for  the  advancement  of  his  religion. 
His  wife  was  a  Miss  Spery  in  her  single  state,  and 
was  of  English  origin. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario, 
July  2.^,  183a,  to  Alva  and  Ann  (Peck)  Piatt. 
He  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  a  good  district 
education,  and  alterwards  took  an  academic  course 
which  prepared  him  for  a  teacher.  He  taught  in 
the  district  scliool  and  then  concluded  to  try 
the  farm  for  a  time,  so  returned  to  his  home  and 
worked  there  till  the  fall  of  1857.  At  this  junc- 
ture he  went  to  Dixon,  Lee  County,  111.,  where  he 
farmed  four  years,  and  then  again  attended  his 
father's  farm,  which  he  continued  to  do  until  1878. 
Mr.  Pratt  was  married  to  Mary  Whitcombe  Dec- 
ember 13,  1854.  Mrs.  Pratt  was  born  in  Granville, 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  L.  and  Deborah  (Wells)  Whitcombe,  both  na- 
tives of  Vermont.  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whitcombe  moved  to  Washington  County, 
thence  to  Stafford  in  1831,  and  finally  located  in 
Wayne  County  in  1832,  where  Mr.  Whitcombe 
died  March  10,  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  His  wife  was  born  October  6,  1795,  and 
after  her  union  became  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  reached  their  majority,  viz.: 
Edson  F.,  Laura,   Mary,  Catherine  and  James  i>. 
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The  parents  of  these  children  were  both  members 
of  the  Presbyterinn  Church,  and  tlie  father  was 
prominent  in  political  affairs,  serving  in  the  New 
York  Assembly  one  or  two  terms.  The  Doctor 
was  of  Scoteh  origin,  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  warm  sup- 
porter of  the  Whigs,  until  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party,  when  he  cast  his  influence  and 
liallot  in  the  interests  of  that  body. 

Five  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs,  Pratt,  all  of  whom  are  Living  but  one. 
They  are  Frances,  wife  of  William  S.  Holt,  of 
Portland,  Ore.;  Bryan  C,  Hattie  M.  and  Alva  L. 
Our  subject's  wife  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  she  has  worked 
since  she  was  sixteen  years  old.  Mr.  Pratt  has 
good  judgment  in  conducting  his  affairs,  and  his 
success  in  hfc  is  attributed  to  his  many  line 
qualities  of  head  and  heart. 


^DGAR  WALTER,  Postmaster  of  Siimmer- 
ville,  and  a  prominent  business  man  of 
that  village,  was  born  in  OUogo  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1824,  being  the  son  of  Peter  and  Nancy 
(Jordan)  Walter.  The  patei^ial  grandfather, 
Adam  Walter,  was  born  in  Germany,  whence, 
after  his  marriage,  lie  emigrated  to  the  United 
Stiites  and  located  in  New  York,  where  he  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life.  A  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, he  was  an  industrious,  persevering  and 
honorable  man,  and  was  highly  regarded  through- 
out his  community.  In  his  native  land  he  was 
actively  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church,  but 
after  coming  to  the  United  States  he  did  not  con- 
nect himself  with  any  church.  His  wife  survived 
him  about  twelve  months,  passing  away  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety -seven.'  Their  children  were 
Jacob,  Conrad,  Peter,  Abi-a ham,  Betsy  and  Lucinda. 
Born  of  humble  parentage,  Peter  Walter  at  an 
early  age  developed  traits  of  self-reliance  and  per- 
Bevei-ance  which  in  after  jeai-s  aided  him  in  sn- 
curing  su(!ces3,     After  his   marriage  in   Herkimer 


County,  N.  Y.,  to  Nancy  Jordan,  he   removed  to 

Otsego  Comity,  and,  pui-chasing  land,  developed  a 
finely-improved  farm,  which  unfortunately  he  lost, 
together  with  the  savings  of  yeare,  through  sign- 
ing security  notes  for  friends  and  being  forced  to 
meet  them.  Afterward,  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
others  for  a  time,  and  his  later  years  were  spent 
with  the  children.  Politically,  he  was  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  principles  adopted   by  the  Whig 

In  the  parental  family  were  six  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were:  Sarah, 
who  first  married  David  Moore,  and  after  his  de- 
mise became  the  wife  of  J,  P.  McCuinbert;  David 
and  Josfeph,  deceased;  Nancy,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; and  Edgar,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
last-named  began  at  the  age  of  twelve  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  Orphaned  at  that  age  by 
the  death  of  his  mother,  he  afterward  made  his 
home  with  Davis  Carroll,  and  remained  with  him 
until  he  reached  manhood.  His  time  was  princi- 
pally spent  on  the  farm,  and  he  received  a  prac- 
tical education  in  the  Cherry  Valley  High  School, 
graduating  from  that  institution  in  1842.  After- 
ward, he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  six  years. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1846,  Mr.  Walter  lo- 
cated in  Cass  County,  and  here  resumed  his  pro- 
fessional work,  engaging  in  teaching  for  six 
yeai-s.  Later  he  secured  a  clerical  position  in  a 
store  at  Niles,  where  he  remained  for  six  years. 
From  Niles  he  came  to  Summerville,  where  for 
five  years  he  conducted  a  general  merchandising 
business,  and  afterward  sold  that  enterprise  and 
bought  ninety-six  acres  of  land.  He  has  added 
to  his  property  until  he  has  acquired  the  owner- 
ship of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  the  most 
of  which  is  improved  and  placed  under  cultiva- 
tion. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-three  Mr.  Walter  maiTied 
Miss  Mary  Durby,  who  was  born  in  Niles,  and  re- 
sided there  continuously  until  after  her  inarriage. 
They  are  the  parents  of  six  sons,  as  follows: 
Frederick,  Walter  J.,  Leroy,  Arthur,  Luean  and 
Raymond.  Leroy  is  at  present  operating  the 
home  farm,  and  Raymond,  who  is  a  teacher  by 
profession,  is  now  teaching  in  Greenville,  Mich. 
In  his  social  wnnectioiis  Mr.  Walter  is  identified 


Hosted  by 


Google 


740 


PORTRAIT  AND  BJOCEArillCAL  RECORD. 


witli  Pokagoii  Lodge  No.  126,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  of 
whicli  he  was  Master  at  the  time  tlie  cliarter  was 
given.  A  Republican  in  politics,  lie  has  served  as 
Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  and  is  a  Notary  Public 
Under  the  administration  of  Pi-esideiit  Harrison 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Summcrville,  and 
lias  since  held  that  position.  In  connection  with 
his  oflHeial  duties,  he  conducts  a  general  mercantile 
business,  and  has  a  large  trade  among  the  people 
of  the  vicinity. 


/^^\  ILTON  PRESTON,  a  prosi>erous  general 
§  \\\  agriculturist  and  breeder  of  thorough- 
I  I*  bi-ed  Shorthorn  cattle,  is  a  leading  resi- 
*  dent    of    Pipestone     Township,    Berrien 

County,  Mich.,  and  has  made  his  home  u^xin  sec- 
tion 34  since  his  birth,  April  22,  1853,  in  a  log 
house  upon  the  old  homestead.  [lis  father,  Nor- 
man C.  Preston,  born  in  1811,  was  a  native  of 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  Amasa 
Preston,  boru  in  Connecticut.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  a  man  of  spirit  and  courage,  served 
bravely  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  immediate  an- 
cestors of  the  gi-anrtfather  emigrated  from  Scot- 
land to  America,  and  seven  of  the  Preston  family 
|)articipated  in  the  struggles  and  triumphs  of  the 
Revolutionary  -War.  The  mother  of  our  subject, 
Sallie  (Cook)  Preston,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
a  daughter  of  Asa  Cook.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  remained  there 
until  1848,  when  they  journeyed  to  Michigan 
and  settled  upon  the  farm,  then  all  wi!d  land,  and 
heavily  timbered.  The  father  located  upon  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  built  a  log  liouse,  and 
entered  with  energy  into  clearing  the  land;  He 
gave  his  entii-e  attention  to  farming,  and  before 
his  death  had  brought  up  to  a  fine  state  of  culti- 
vation sixty  fertile  acres.  The  parents  were  both 
long-time  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
witb  conscientious  effort  assisted  in  religious  work. 
In  1862  the  father  passed  to  liis  rest,  beloved  by 
all  wlio  knew  him,  and  respected  as  a  tiue  and  uu^ 


right  citizen.  The  venerable  mother  still  sur- 
vives, and  makes  her  home  in  Pipestone  Town- 
ship. The  home  of  the  parents  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  six  cliiidren,  three  of  wiiom  are  now 
living.  Zoetla  is  the  wife  of  Henry  R.  Pegg,  and 
resides  in  Watervliet;  she  is  the  motiier  of  three 
children.  Our  subject,  Milton,  is  the  only  son  sur- 
viving, Artelissa  J.  is  the  wife  of  F.  R,  McKean, 
and  is  living  in  Newaygo  County,  Mich;  she  has 
two  children.  The  mother,  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  married  again,  wedding  Washington  P. 
Wells,  by  whom  she  had  two  children.  Asa  W. 
lives  on  the  hon.e  farm;  Elsie  married  Jefferson 
Porter,  and  makes  lier  home  in  Eau  Claire,  Mich. 
Our  subject,  attaining  to  manhood  upon  the  old 
homestead,  attended  the  well-known  Ferry  .school- 
house.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  life 
for  himself,  still  continuing  upon  the  broad  acres 
of  the  home  of  his  cliildhood.  Upon  October  29, 
1879,  he  married  Miss  Alice  I.  Trowbridge,  a  na- 
tive of  Pipestone  Township,  and  born  in  1857. 
Mrs.  Preston  is  the  daughter  of  Harry  and  Lydia 
E.  (Lewis)  Trowbridge,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  bnt 
early  settlers  ujion  the  wild  land  of  Pi|K)Stone 
Township. 

Mr.  TrowbrWge  died  in  1862;  his  wife  is  still 
living.  Of  the  four  diildreii  born  unto  them, 
three  are  yet  surviving:  George  E.,  of  Manistee 
County;  Mrs.  Preston;  and  Harry,  residing  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  accomplished 
wife  have  been  born  six  sons  and  daughters,  bnt 
one  of  whom  is  deceased.  The  brotliei-s  and 
sisl«r3  are  Norman  T.,  Mabel  L.,  Maud  V.,  Harry 
M.  and  Mildred  A.  Mr.  Preston  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  of  which  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  acres  are  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  devotes  himself  to  the  various 
branches  of  agriculture,  and  has  been  especially 
successful  in  handling  stock.  He  has  attractively 
remodeled  the  family  residence,  built  substantial 
barns  and  sheds,  and  has  one  of  tlie  finest  pieces 
of  farming  property  in  his  part  of  the  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Preston  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  at  Eau  Claire,  and  Mr.  Preston,  now 
an  Elder,  has  also  held  the  official  positions  of 
Deacon  and  Trustee.  Oar  subject  aided  in  the 
orgauizatiou  of  the  Sunday-school,  a«d  was  for 
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some  time  the  etfl<;ieiit  Superintendent,  He  still 
teaches,  and  his  wife  has  been  a  teacher  in  the 
school.  Fratcfnally,  Mr.  Preston  was  a  member 
of  the  Grntige,  and  is  serving  liis  ninth  year  as 
Assessor  of  District  1.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  has  held  with  able  Hdelily  the  offices  of 
Treasurer  of  the  township  four  years,  and  was 
Supervisor  during  1889  and  1890.  He  also  served 
most  acceptably  as  Drainage  Commissioner  two 
yeai-s.  Efficiently  discharging  the  various  duties 
nf  home  and  public  life,  our  subject  has  secured 
the  confidence  of  ft  large  circle  of  acqudintance, 
and  is  esteemed  ft  man  of  excellent  business  qual- 
ifications and  extended  experience. 


^m  LMON    WRIGHT,  a  practical  and    rcpre- 
^0|    sentative  general  agriculturist,  cultivates 
il  ii    a  higlily  productive  farm  of  one  hundred 
(^  and  twenty  acres,  located  about  two  miles 

soutiieast  of  Tliree  Oaks,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
and  has  been  a  highly  resi>ected  citizen  of  the 
State  tor  over  twenty-five  yeiirs.  The  Wriglita 
are  of  English  descent,  the  greai-grand father  liav- 
ing  emigrated  to  the  Colonics  before  tlie  War  of 
Independence.  The  paternftl  grandfather,  Smith 
Wrightv  took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionarv 
War.  He  was  a  man  of  courage  and  possessed  un- 
usual physical  endurance.  He  was  born  January  17, 
1758,  and  survived  until  November  23,  1843,  pass- 
ing away  at  tlie  advanced  age  of  eighty-live  years, 
[laving  lived  to  witness  over  fonr-lifths  of  a  cen- 
tury of  stirring  incident,  replete  with  events  of 
historical  importance,  he  died  in  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  home  of  his  son  Lewis,  the  father  of 
our  subject, a  native  of  New  Jersey,  l^wis  Wright 
was  only  a  lad  when  he  removed  to  the  Empire 
iStatc,  wliere  he  received  hiseducation,  and  having 
attained  to  manhood  married  Miss  Ann  Maria 
Hubbel.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  late  in  life  made  his  home  in  Michigan,  dying 
in  Berrien  County  in  1892.  Bom  in  1800,  he, 
like  his  father,  survived  to  a 'very  old  age,  the 
family  being  noted  for  ita  longevity. 


The  excellent  wife  and  mother  was  born  in  New 
England  and,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  reared 
in  her  birthplace.  She  passed  away  many  years 
prior  to  the  demise  of  her  husband,  in  her  home 
in  New  York.  Unto  the  parents  six  children  were 
born,  all  sons:  Oscar,  Elmer,  Carlton,  Almon,  Syl- 
vester and  Chester.  Oscar,  the  eldest,  is  deceased; 
Sylvester  resides  in  New  York;  Chester  makes  his 
home  in  Nebraska.  Our  subject,  the  fourth  child 
of  the  family,  was  reared,  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  married   in  the  State  of   New  York. 

Almon  Wright  and  Miss  Melissa  Runn  were 
joined  in  wedlock  October  5,  1866.  Mrs.  Wright, 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  is  the  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Margaret  (Wright)  Bunn,  highly 
esteemed  residents  of  New  York.  Our  subject  and 
his  excellent  wife  after  their  marriage  remained  in 
the  near  locality  of  their  early  home  for  a  period 
of  two  years,  and  then  resolved  to  try  the  farther 
West.  Journeying  to  Michigan,  they  located  in 
Berrien  County,  where  they  have  since  made  their 
constant  residence.  Eight  children,  .five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  blessed  the  hearts  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wright.  George  was  the  eldest-born,  then 
follow  in  order  of  hirth,  Oscar,  Jessie,  Winfrcd, 
Hettie  and  Lottie.  One  child,  unnamed,  and  Eu- 
gene arc  deceased . 

The  parents  of  our  subject  being  in  restricted 
circumstances,  Almon  assisted  Ins  father  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  began  life 
for  himself.  Mr.  Wright  has  always  been  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  thoroughly  un- 
derstands the  tilling  of  the  soil,  and  handles  an 
excellent  grade  of  stock.  Our  subject  settled  in 
his  present  locality  in  1868,  and  then  purchased 
forty  acres  of  fertile  land,  to  which  he  has  added 
until  his  homestead  now  contains  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  all  brought  up  to  a.  line  state 
of  cultivation  and  improved  with  attractive  and 
substantial  buildings.  The  farm  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  in  this  part  of  the  county  and  an- 
nually yields  a  bounteous  harvest.  Politically, 
our  subject  is  a  stanch  Kepublican,and  lias  always 
ufflliated  with  the  "P.irty  of  Reform,"  casting  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
is  deeply  interested  in  both  local  and  national  is- 
sues, and   is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all   matters  of 


Hosted  by 


Google 


742 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPfflCAL  RECORD. 


m 


mutual  advancement  and  public  welfare.  During 
Lis  period  of  residence  here  Mr.  Wright  Las  b^en 
associated  with  the  prominent  agricultural  enter- 
prises of  bis  vicinity  and  commands  tlie  confidence 
of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 


^!@»@l^l»=*^ 


[  OIIN  KELLER,  a  prosperous  general  agricul- 
turist and  successful  stock-raiser,  lias  for  the 
past  thirty  years  cultivated  a  fine  home- 
stead of  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  lo- 
cated uijon  section  16,  Bertram!  Township, Berrien 
County,  Mich.  Born  in  Lorain  County, Ohio,  near 
Cleveland,  June  17,  1838,  our  subject  is  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Rosina  B,  (Beyrer)  Keller.  The  pai'- 
enta  were  both  natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
and  received  their  education  and  early  ti-ainingin 
tlieir  bii'thplace.  Jacob  F.  Keller  emigrated  to 
America  when  a  young  man  and  located  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  butcher 
for  five  years.  During  this  time  he  was  married, 
and  soon  after,  with  liis  wife,  removed  to  Lorain 
County,  Ohio.  Remaining  there  until  1851,  he 
then  made  bis  lionie  in  Bertrand  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.  He  afterward  resided  in  Niles, 
and  later  went  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.  The 
father  of  our  subject  crossecl  the  broad  Atlantic 
nine  times,  making  four  trips  back  to  the  Father- 
land. He  was  an  energetic  man,  a  prominent  far- 
mer and  extensive  stock.raiser,  well  known  and 
highly  respected  in  the  county.  He  traveled  ex- 
tensively, and,  making  a  second  trip  to  California, 
died  in  the  Golden  State  .January  16,  1892,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  He  was  a  dovoitt  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  liberally  aided  in  the 
extension  of  its  good  work. 

The  mother  of  oursubjeet  came  alone  from  Ger- 
many to  New  York,  whei-e  she  received  employ- 
ment in  housework.  Her  parents,  J.icob  D.  and 
Rosie  B.  (Frieben)  Beyrer,  were  born  and  married, 
and  reared  a  family  in  the  Old  Country,  and  were 
honest,  industrious  and  frugal  people,  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them.  The  father  and  mother  of 
our  subject  were  the  parents  of  six  sous  and  four 


daughters,  four  of  whom  survive.  Catherine  is 
the  widow  of  Andrew  Frascaia.  Rosina  is  the 
widow  of  Henry  Schobach.  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Ort.  John,  our  subject,  is  the  third  child 
and  second  son  of  the  large  family,  and  is  the 
only  one  of  the  brothers  now  surviving.  Our  sub- 
ject received  his  early  training  in  the  schools  of 
Ohio,  and  was  a  boy  of  thirteen  wlien  be  settled 
with  his  parents  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.  After 
amving  in  this  tatter  Stale,  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Bertrand  Township  and  acquired 
an  excellent  common -school  education.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father,  engaged  in  agricultural 
duties,  until  he  had  reached  his  majority.  In  1861 
he  made  the  long  journey  .tcross  the  plains  to 
Pike's  Peak  and  Mexico,  and  traveled  all  the  way 
with  a  team  and  horses.  He  mined  for  a  time  in 
the  far  West,  but  in  1862  returned  with  his  team 
to  his  Michigan  home. 

In  1863  John  Keller  and  Miss  Louisa  Hassig 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  wife,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  did  not  long  survive,  but  lived  to  become 
the  mother  of  one  son,  David  H.  Keller,  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.  Oursubjeet  contracted  a  second 
marriage  May  3,  1866,  then  wedding  Miss  Eliza 
Herring,  who  was  born  in  Schuylkill  County,  Pa., 
June  2,  1842.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Keller,  Peter 
Herring,  was  a  native  of  the  Quaker  State, and  her 
mother,  Barbai-aBretci  us,  was  born  in  Berks  County, 
Pa.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herring  was  lilessed 
by  the  birth  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Keller 
was  the  eldest.  Six  of  the  family  are  yet  living. 
Tlie  mother  is  deceased.  The  father,  surviving, 
aged  seventy-two,  now  resides  in  Orange  County, 
Cal.  Ten  children,  five  daughtei-s  and  five  sons, 
gathered  about  the  fireside  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Keller.  Emma  M.  is  at  home;  Ida  M.  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Korn;  Frances  S.  is  deceased;  J.Harry 
is  a  stenographer  in  Chicago;  Albert  E.  is  at  home; 
Lawrence  is  attending  the  home  school;  Nora  E., 
Myron  R.  and  Arthur  G.  are  all  with  their  parents; 
and  Laura  L.  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  located  in  the  place  where  lie  now 
resides  in  1863,  and,  profitably  conducting  general 
agriculture  and  stock-raising,  has  accumulated  a 
comfortable  competence.  The  homestead  has  been 
improved  with  excellent  barns  and  a  commodious 
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residence,  and  witli  its  cultivated  fields  presents 
an  attractive  appeai'ntice.  Aside  from  liis  valLia- 
ble  home  farm,  Mr.  Kuller  owns  forty  acres  of 
pastui'e  on  section  16.  An  industrious  niiin  of 
business  ability,  lie  tias,  unaided,  won  his  upward 
way,  and  commands  the  esteem  of  the  entire  com- 
munity of  Hertrand  Township.  In  political  affili- 
ation our  subject  is  a  Democrat  and  an  active  lo- 
cal worker  of  llie  party.  He  efficiently  discharged 
the  duties  of  Highway  Commissioner,  and  as  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  county  lias  alily 
assisted  in  llie  rapid  advancement  ot  his  part  of 
the  State. 


I^^^i^-i 


JAMES  M.  iNEA'rniliWS.  Although  not 
j  actively  identified  with  any  business,  Mr. 
\  Mottlicws  was  for  msuiy  yeai-s  one  of  the 
influential  and  successful  men  of  Berrien 
County  and  had  an  extended  acquaintance  through- 
out this  section  of  Michigan.  He  was  horn  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  April  25.  1819,  and 
was  the  third  among  ten  children.  lie  was  reared 
in  Montgomery  County  until  tweniy-one  years  of 
age,  when  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  at  St.  Mary's,  Ohio. 

At  the  expiiiition  of  his  term  of  apprenticeship, 
Mr.  Matthews  went  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  in  1838 
lie  went  to  Delaware  County,  Ind,,  and  worked  at 
his  trade  there  for  about  two  years.  Thence  lie 
removed  to  South  Bend,  sind  aided  in  building 
the  dam  at  that  place.  The  year  184!l  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  lluclianan,  where  he  embarked  in 
business  as  a  general  merchant  and  continued  in 
that  occupation  for  seven  yeare,  his  being  tlie  sec- 
ond store  established  in  this  place. 

In  1876,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Mr,  Matthews 
removed  to  Kanstis  and  located  on  a  stock  I'anch, 
where  he  remained  until  1884.  As  a  ranchman  lie 
was  (piite  siicccsslul  and  accumulated  considerable 
money,  but  lie  was  not  satisfied  to  remain  in  the 
Sunflower  State  and,  accordingly,  disposed  of  his 
interests  there  and  returned  to  Michigan.  He  was 
the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  in  Kansas,  in  ad- 


dition to  considerable  real  estate  in  Buclianan. 
He  was  an  honorable  man,  pleasant  in  bis  associ- 
ations with  others  and  genial  with  all.  lie  was 
reared  with  the  famous  statesman,  Schuyler  Col- 
fax, who  was  a  stepson   of  our  subject's  brother. 

The  lady  who  was  the  companion  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews, and  his  helpmate  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Slary  E.  Day,  and 
was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  May  9,  1829. 
Her  father,  Andrew  C.  Day,  was  born  in  Connect- 
icut, and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  went  with  his 
parents  to  Delaware  County,  N,  Y.,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood.  After  his  marriage  in  Franklin, 
that  county, on  the  12tli  of  June,  1827,  he  came  to 
Herrien  County,  Midi.,  and  located  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Buchanan  Township.  Here  he  secured 
a  claim  on  which  thei-e  was  a  small  h)g  house, 
without  roof  or  floor. 

Moving  his  family  into  that  primitive  abode, 
Mr.  Day  commenced  the  work  of  clearing  the  place 
and  cultivating  the  land.  Soon  after  locating 
there  lie  purchased  an  interest  in  a  mill  from  John 
Hatfield,  one  of  the  lirst  settlei-s  in  the  village  of 
Buchanan.  There  were  but  two  houses  here  when 
Mr.  Day  came  to  this  place,  and  be  was  one  of  the 
very  first  settlei-s  of  the  now  thriving  village. 
Here  his  death  occurred  in  1854,  when  be  was  sev- 
enty-eight yeai-s  old.  He  is  still  remembered  with 
affection,  not  only  by  his  descendants,  but  by  all 
those  who  appitciato  the  efforts  of  the  pioneers  to 
clear  the  way  for  coming  generations.  Honest, 
upright  and  kind,  he  deserves  to  be  held  in  re- 
membrance by  all  the  citizens  of  Beriien    County. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Matthews  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Betsy  Spoor,  and  was  born  at  Franklin, 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine.  She  was  the  mother  of  two  daugh- 
ters: Julia,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  E.  Burns,  and 
Mary  E.  The  latter  was  seven  years  old  when  she 
accompanied  her  parents  to  Buchanan,  or,  as  it 
was  then  called,  McCoy's  Creek,  and  here  she  at- 
tended the  pioneer  schools,  held  in  log  buildings 
of  lude  construction  and  meagre  furnishings.  Al- 
though her  educational  advantages  wei'e  limited, 
she  has  become  an  intelligent  woman  through 
reading  and  observation.  She  is  a  lady  possess- 
ing an  unusual  amount  of  executive  ability  as  well 


Hosted  by 


Google 


744 


POHTftAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


as  induslry  and  perseverance,  and  is  widely  known 
for  tier  Iiospitality  and  unvarying  kindness  of 
heart.  Two  children  blessed  her  marriage,  Susan 
C.  and  AndrewCraig.  The  former  married  Frank 
Hall,  ao  historian  and  journalist  of  Denver,  Colo,; 
and  the  latter  resides  in  Buchanan  Township,  Ber- 
rien County. 


>  =^^^fS^^^mmifm^  < 


^p^EORGE  G.  ROBERTS,  a  prominent  citizen 
(if  ^i?  "^^  Weesaw  Township,  Berrien  County, 
^^^^  Mich.,  has  long  been  identified  with  the 
leading  social,  benevolent  and  business  interests 
of  his  present  locality,  and  has  held  important 
public  positions  in  the  township  with  efficient 
ability,  discharging  the  trusts  reposed  in  him  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  his  numerous  friends  and 
fellow-townsmen.  Devoting  the  work  of  his  life 
to  farming,  he  has  with  success  cultivated  the  fer- 
tile soil  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  lo- 
cated three  miles  northwest  of  Gahen,  and  owns 
one  of  the  most  valuable  homesteads  in  this  part 
of  the  county. 

Mr.  Roberts  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born 
in  Huron  County,  June  19,  1844.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  one  of  the  patriots  of  Revolu- 
tionary days,  and  fought  eourageousiy  in  the  War 
of  Independence.  Surviving  the  perils  and  suf- 
ferings endured  in  the  long  campaign,  he  bi'came 
ft  loading  man  of  the  Empire  State, and  waswidely 
known  and  respected  for  his  sterling  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart.  The  parenlsof  our  subject,  Jona- 
than M.  and  Eliza  (Horton)  Roberts,  removed 
from  New  York  to  Ohio,  where  both  the  father  and 
mother  later  died.  Seven  sons,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  gathered  around  the  old  fireside  many 
years  ago. 

Our  subject,  the  seventh  child  in  order  of  birth, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county,  and 
when  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  answering  to  llie 
call  of  the  Government,  in  1862  joined  the  Union 
army,  enlisting  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Pray,  but 
was  afterward  transferred  to  Company  G,  Eighty- 
eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  in  the  three  months' service. 


After  remaining  in  active  duty  one  month  over 
time,  Mr,  Roberts  returned  to  his  home,  remained 
during  the  winter,  and  the  succeeding  fall,  upon 
September  22,  1863,  enlisted  in  Company  1, 
Twelfth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  was  mustered  out  of 
service  November  14,  186.5.  Our  subject  was  in 
the  command  of  Gen.  Burbridge  during  one  of 
Morgan's  raids,  and  was  in  the  fight  at  Mt.  Ster- 
ling and  participated  in  the  Saltville  raids.  He 
also  took  an  active  part  in  the  Stoneman  raid  and 
was  sixty-nine  days  in  the  saddle  without  regular 
Government  rations.  Arriving  in  Berrien  County 
March  6,  1866,  Mr.  Roberts  has,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  months,  since  made  the  Stale  of 
Michigan  his  permanent  home.  Buying  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land,  he  built  a  log  house  and  began 
to  clear  the  fertile  soil  of  its  heavy  timber.  On 
account  of  an  imperfect  title,  our  subject  after- 
ward lost  forty  acres,  and,  discouraged,  finally 
traded  off  the  balance  of  the  land,  and  lived  with 
liis  brother  Lewis  until  the  following  year. 

July  23,  1867,GeorgeG.  Roberts andMissKliza- 
belh  A.  Mikesell  were  unite<l  in  marriage.  Mi's. 
Roberts,  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  July  28, 
1847,  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
(Pinkerton)  Mikesell,  both  of  German  descent. 
The  father  was  a  member  ot  a  Pennsylvania-Dutcli 
family,  and  he  and  the  good  mother  died  in  Ohio. 
A  daughter,  Josephine  E.,  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife,  is  now  deceased.  She  be- 
came the  wife  of  Philip  Sliipman  Losure,  and,  an 
accomplished  young  woman  of  native  ability  and 
bright  intelligence,  passed  away  in  October,  1891, 
leaving  one  child,  a  son,  Geoige  W.,  who  lives 
with  his  maternal  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roberts.  In  1869  our  subject  purcliased  an  eighty- 
acre  tract  in  the  heart  of  the  woods,  and  resided 
there  three  years  before  a  road  was  cut  througli 
from  the  highwaj'.  To  this  land  he  has  added  a 
forty-aci-e  tract,  cleared,  cultivated  and  improved 
the  farm  with  excellent  buildings,  until  now  the 
once  unbroken  wilderness  has  been  ti-andformcd 
into  fields  of  golden  grain  and  fruit  orchards, 
and  yearly  blossoms  with  an  abundant  harvest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  as  was  their  daughter,  are 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Frater- 
nally, our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  George   A. 
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Custer  Post  No.  208,  G.  A.  R..  at  Galien,  «nd  has 
with  great  acceptability  filled  the  offices  of  Ser- 
geant-Major, Adjutant,  Senior  Vice-Commander, 
Commander,  Quartermaster,  and  is  now  tlie  Officer 
of  tlie  Day.  Mr.  Roberts  isamemberof  the Farm- 
ere'  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, and,  politically,  is  a  Republican.  Citing  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  he  has  from  that 
time  constantly  supported  the  ticket  of  the  "Party 
of  Reform,"  Our  subject  has  ably  performed  the 
duties  of  Highway  Commissioner,  and  was  elected 
Drainage  Commissioner,  but  refused  to  qualify. 
Taking  an  active  interest  in  the  vital  questions  of 
the  day,  he  is  a  public- spirited  citizen,  as  patriotic 
and  trne  to  his  country  as  when,  only  a  mere  lad, 
lie  gave  himself  to  the  service  of  tlie  Government. 


Jil  OHN  T.  WISNKR.  Every  man  in  the  United 
I  States,  by  birth  or  its  equivalent,  sliares  in 
|l  the  glorious  privileges  of  our  Government 
''  to  forge  through  the  ranks  of  tlie  many  and 
become  one  of  the  few.  A  man  who  possesses  the 
ability  to  do  tins,  who  by  years  of  patient  toil  and 
unswerviugloyalty  to  truth  and  integrity  forces  his 
way  through  the  multitudes  of  others  equally  asam- 
bitious  and  determined,  and  wrests  from  tlie  world 
a,  meed  of  victory,  does  not  need  a  piece  of  academic 
l>aichment,  leamedh  insciibed,  to  make  his  life 
valuable  to  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  for 
by  his  stalling  nietliods  and  hts  high  moial  pur- 
pose he  has  become  j,  leading  factor  in  the  con- 
servatism of  the  good  government  of  hi"  commu- 
nity, and  a  valuable  example  to  those  whose  efforts 
in  human  progress  have  just  begun.  Such  a  man 
is  ,Iohn  T.  Wisner,  a  prominent  farmer  and  fruit- 
grower of  Hagar  Township,  where  he  owns  eighty 
acres  of  excellent  land. 

Like  many  of  the  citizens  of  tlie  township,  Mr. 
Wisner  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in 
Orange  County  in  1824.  He  was  the  second  of 
four  children  born  to  Harry  and  Maria  (Smith) 
Wisner,  natives  also  af  Orange  County,  All  their 
children  grew  to  mature  years.     Clara,  the  eldest. 


married  H.  C.  Spauldiiig.  of  Elmira,  N.  V.,  and  they 
have  two  children  living;  James  S.,  the  third  in  or- 
der of  birth,  died  at  Elmii'a,  and  left  two  children; 
Julina  married  Hiram  T.  Smith,  and  died  leaving 
one  child,  Mary.  About  1834,  the  parents  of  these 
children  went  to  Elmira,  and  resided  there  until 
the  death  of  the  father. 

John  T.  Wisner  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  and  inherited  all  the  sturdy  chai-acteristics  of 
his  Teutonic  ancestors.  He  secured  an  ordinary 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  later  mar- 
ried Miss  Rebecca  Rickey.  Their  nuptials  were 
solemnized  near  Elmira,  and  there  they  made  their 
home  until  1857,  when  the  fertile  soil  of  the  West 
tempted  them  to  journey  in  tiiat  direction.  They 
came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  located  in  St.  Jo- 
seph, and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land,  eighty  acres  of  which  he  still  owns. 
Clearing  it  of  the  heavy  timber  with  which  it  was 
covered,  be  has  about  twelve  acres  in  oreliard  and 
several  acres  in  small  fruit.  He  has  ever  been  an 
industrious,  hard-working  man,  and  what  he  has 
accomplished  has  been  the  result  of  his  own  exer- 
tions. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Wisner  have  reared  one  child, 
Annie,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  C.  Eldredge,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Chicago.  Among 
the  people  of  Hagar  Township  none  are  better  re- 
spected than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wisner,  and  few  have 
done  more  for  the  progress  and  development  of 
the  townsliip  than  this  estimable  couple.  Tliey 
are  wortliy  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  they  contribute  liberally  of  their  means,  and 
Mr.  Wisner  has  been  a  stanch  Democrat  all  his  life. 


riL^ENEY  R.  HOLLAND.  As  early  as  1846, 
l|r^'  Mr.  Holland  located  in  Watervlietand  al- 
a^^  though  he  has  not  resided  here  eon  tinuously 
i^l  since  that  lime,  yet  he  has  maintained  an 
unceasing  interest  in  the  growth  of  the  village  and 
has  done  everything  in  his  power  to  enhance  its  jn-o- 
gress.  He  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was  born  near 
the  New  Hampshire  line,  in  the  viilageof  Wickliam, 
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near  Druminondville,  October  18,  1821,  his  parents 
being  Christopber  and  Mary  (liuihart)  Holland. 
Tbe  paternal  grandfather,  Francis  Holland,  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer  throughout  his 
entire  active  life,  and  reared  tliree  children:  Chris- 
topher, Mary  and  Elogeis. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Norfolk, 
England,  and  for  many  years  served  in  the  British 
army  as  Sergeant-Majoi"  of  tbe  Fourth  Battalion. 
After  retiring  from  service  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, prior  to  the  War  of  1812,  and  settled  on  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  a<:rea  on  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory north  of  New  Hampshire,  which  he  afterward 
learned  was  set  over  to  Canada.  Upon  that  place 
he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  m  1826, 
at  the  age  of  about  fifty.  He  left  a  widow  and 
three  children:  Francis, now  residingin  New  York; 
Henry  R.;  and  Kosana,  Mrs.  Latbrop,  of  Deltji 
County,  Mich.  Tbe  father  was  a  man  of  earnest 
Christian  character  and  was  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  Henry  Bur- 
hart,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  was  of  German  descent.  He  followed 
farming  pursuits  throughout  his  en tii-e  life  and  was 
called  hence  while  residing  in  Canada,  near  the 
New  York  line,  at  Norton  Creek.  He  and  his  wife, 
who  was  a  Miss  Margaret  Titmore,  reai-ed  the  fol- 
lowing-named children:  Philip,  John,  Godfrey, 
Giles,  Betsy,  Mary,  Katie,  Hannah  and  Peggie. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  and  reared  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Holland 
she  married  again,  becoming  the  wife  of  Tunis 
Proper,  a  native  of  Vermont.  Her  second  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children:  Margaret, 
Mrs.  Sutten,  of  Connecticut;  Eva  and  Catherine. 
She  came  to  Michigan  in  advanced  years  and  re- 
sided with  her  children  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Proper.  In  1891,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety- 
nine,  she  passed  away,  having  been  active  up  to 
the  time  of  her  death. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  yeai-a  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  removed  to  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
sided there  and  in  Franklin  and  St.  l^wrencc 
Counties,  N.  Y.,  for  several  yeai-s.  When  seventeen 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith 
at  Canton,  N.  Y.,  and  followed  that  occupation  for 


some  time.  In  St.  I^wrence  County, N.  Y.,he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Betsy,  tbe  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Emily  (Beanmn)  Stoughton,  natives 
of  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.  The  fatlier  of  Mrs. 
Holland,  who  was  a  farmer,  came  to  Berrien  County 
in  1844  and  settled  in  Hartford,  where  he  sojourned 
temporarily.  Afterward  he  removed  to  South 
Haven  and  thei-e  died.  His  wife  departed  this  life 
in  Hartford.  They  reared  three  sons  and  five 
daught«i's,  all  of  whom  became  useful  and  honor- 
able members  of  society.  In  their  religious  con- 
victions they  were  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Upon  removing  West,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holland 
came  to  Chicago,  via  canal  and  lake, and  spenttwo 
years  in  tbe  Garden  City  of  tbe  West.  In  the 
spring  of  1846  they  came  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Watervliet,  wliere  Mr.  Holland  followed  liis 
trade.  In  1849,  with  an  ox-team,  he  made  the  long 
and  perilous  journey  to  the  golden  shores  of  the 
Pacific,  reaching  California  on  September  5th  of 
that  j'car.  He  engaged  in  raining  in  that  State 
and  with  success,  returning  home  in  July,  18.')0, 
via  New  York  City,  with  $2,200,  in  his  possession. 
In  the  fall  of  1850  he  purchased  two  hundi-ed  and 
twenty-three  acres,  where  he  now  resides.  This  he 
cleared  and  improved,  but  has  since  disposed  of 
some  of  the  property,  retaining  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  acres. 

Mrs.  Betsy  Holland  died  May  I,  1874. after  hav- 
ing become  the  mother  of  ten  children.  Seven  of 
the  family  still  survive,  namely:  Henry  Edward, 
who  is  now  engaged  in  mining  in  Arizona;  Rosana, 
formerly  the  wife  of  Capt,  lierridge  and  now  de- 
ceased; Emma,  who  married  G.  W.  Tyler,  of  Illi- 
nois; Rogers,  a  resident  of  South  Dakota;  Freii, 
who  is  engaged  in  mining  in  Nevada;  Christian  F., 
an  attorney  of  San  Diego,  Cal.;  and  Charles  E.,  of 
Nebraska.  Two  children  died  in  infancy,  and 
William  passed  away  in  Watervliet  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  months. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Holland  re- 
moved to  Clinton  County,  Mo.,  where  he  bad 
previously  pui-chased  a  half-interest  ina  gristmill, 
and  remained  fur  eleven  years.  He  then  traded 
his  interest  in  the  mill  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  made  his  home  on  the  new  purchase  un- 
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til  1881,  when  lie  returned  to  Michigan  and  has 
since  made  his  home  on  hiti  property  in  Watervliet 
Township.  He  was  formerly  one  of  the  leading 
Democrats  of  the  uoramunity,  but  now  adheres  to 
the  principles  of  the  Proliibitton  party,  whieh  he 
supports  by  his  ballot.  He  has  served  in  a  num- 
ber of  offices,  inuluding  that  of  JusUte  of  the 
Peace.  Socially,  he  is  actively  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

The  second  union  of  Mr.  Holland  united  him 
with  Miss  Maggie  J.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ucl I,  and 
two  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Irving  T. 
and  Klla  May.  In  their  religions  convictions  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Holland  are  in  sympathy  with  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Congregational  Church  and  are  prom- 
inent membci-g  of  that  denomination.  They  are 
people  of  genuine  worth  of  character,  endowed 
with  liigh  capabilities  and  earnest  and  benevolent 
natures  that  endear  them  to  all  their  acquaintances. 


eHARLKS  FRKDBRICK  WILLIAM  KROE- 
NING.  Tiie  instiinces  of  men  who  have 
arisen  from  positions  of  poverty  lo  the 
possession  of  ample  means  are  too  numerous  to 
be  considered  exceptional.  Such,  in  brief,  is  the 
history  of  many  of  the  most  successful  citizens  of 
Berrien  County,  and  such  is  the  biography,  multum 
in  parvo,  of  llie  man  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  a  prosperous  fruit-grower,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 23,  Lincoln  Township. 

A  native  of  Germany,  our  subject  was  born  on 
the  15th  of  July,  1848,  the  son  of  Christoplier  and 
Eliza  Kroening.  His  father,  a  man  of  probity  and 
industry,  served  in  the  army  while  residing  in  the 
Fatherland.  In  1857,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  StJites,  where  he  lo- 
cated at  Watertown,  Wis.,  and  for  a  time  operated 
as  a  renter.  Later  he  was  enabled,  through  a 
judicious  investment  of  his  earnings,  to  purchase 
a  place  adjoining  the  village  of  Watertown.  There 
he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1886.     His  wife  had  passed  away  in  18C0.     In  his 


religious  belief  ho  was  identified  with  the  Evangel- 
ical Association,  and  died  in  the  hope  of  immor- 
tality. Politically,  after  becoming  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  east  his  bal- 
lot for  the  candidates  of  his  chosen  party. 

Al  the  time  the  family  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  nine 
years.  As  the  family  was  targe,  consisting  of 
eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  he  early 
developed  traits  of  self-reliance  and  in  his  boy- 
hood assisted  in  the  maintenance  of  the  other 
members  of  the  household.  His  schooling  had 
been  commenced  in  Germany, and  after  coming  to 
America  he  learned  to  read  and  write  in  Fnglisli 
with  fluency.  He  remained  beneath  the  parental 
roof  until  fourteen,  after  which  he  worked  in  the 
employ  of  others.  lie  was  in  Wisconsin  for  six 
years,  and  then,  in  1867,  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  Berrien  County, 
where  for  ten  years  he  was  engaged  in  fishing  on 
the  lake.  This  business  proved  remunerative,  but 
after  a  decade  thus  spent,  Mr.  Kroening  was  not 
unwilling  to  change  his  occupation. 

The  farm  upon  which  our  subject  located  in 
1877  consists  of  eighty  acres,  of  which  amount 
flfty-flve  have  been  placed  under  excellent  cultiva- 
tion. Of  the  tract,  forty  acres  lie  on  section  22, 
and  forty  acres  on  section  23.  A  substantial  set 
of  first-class  buildings  is  noticeable  and  all  of  these 
have  been  erected  under  the  pei'sonal  supervision  ' 
of  the  owner,  who  has  also  set  out  fruit  trees  of 
the  best  varieties  and  added  such  improvements  as 
materially  increase  the  value  of  the  property.  He 
raises  large  quantities  of  the  small  fruits,  which 
he  ships  to  Chicago  and  other  markets. 

Jn  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Kroening  ther<* 
are  eight  children,  whose  names  are:  Henry,  John, 
Frank,  Mary,  Fred,  Ida,  Ella  and  Minnie.  The 
mother  of  these  children  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Catherine  Dennis,  and  was  born  and  icared  in  St. 
Joseph,  Mich.;  receiving  common-school  advan- 
tages in  her  girlhood.  Her  marriage,  which  was 
celebrated  in  November,  1870,  has  proved  a  con- 
genial one,  and  she  has  been  a  capable  helpmate 
and  a  devoted  mother.  She  is  identified  with  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  St.  .Joseph,  of  which  her  hus- 
band and  the  children  are  also  members. 
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No  native-born  citizen  of  tlie  United  States  is 
more  loyal  and  patriotic  tlian  the  subject  of  om- 
sketch,  who  takes  an  intellig'ent  interest  in  local 
and  national  politics,  being  a  strong  advocate  of 
the  principles  enunciated  by  the  De  moo  ratio  party. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  filled  the  position  of 
Path  Master  and  lias  occupied  other  positions  of 
trust  and  honor.  Ho  is  highly  regarded  through- 
out the  community,  both  as  a  gonial  companion 
and  as  a  successful  business  man. 


J'  OSHUA  WHITTEN.  The  success  which  has 
I  attended  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Whitten  as  an 
1  agriculturist  and  fruit-grower  is  by  no 
means  a  matter  of  chance,  nor  was  he  in  any 
sense  an  especial  favorite  of  Fortune,  for  when  he 
started  out  for  himself  he  had  little  else  than  two 
strong  arms  and  an  unusual  amount  of  good, 
sound  sense  to  assist  in  making  a  living.  In  his 
case  Fortune  smiled  npon  him  because  of  his  un- 
tiring efforts,  his  close  and  intelligent  application 
to  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  and  his  thrift  and 
enterprise,  which  were  of  a  character  to  merit  suc- 
cess under  any  circumstances  and  in  any  field  of 
labor.  He  is  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  born  April 
28,  1837,  and  tlie  eldest  of  three  childron  born  to 
the  marriage  of  David  and  Mary  A.  (Rhodes) 
Whitten,  the  father  a  native  of  Maine  and  the 
mother  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  Whitten  family  is  one  of  the  earliest  ones 
of  Maine,  and  Joshua  Whitten,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  thirteen  sons  whose  de- 
scendants are  prominent  people  of  that  State. 
David  Whitten  attained  his  majority  in  his  native 
iState,  and  then  went  South  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  where 
iie  was  engaged  in  overseeing  labor  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  brick.  While  down  there  he  lost  his 
health,  and  went  to  Mont{icIier,  Vt.,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  final  summons  in  1843.  He  was  the 
only  son  of  Joshua  Whitten.  He  had  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Rhodes,  the  daughter  of  Henry  W. 
Rhodes,  who  was  a  Rhode  Island  sea-captain.  The 
Rhodes  are  lineal  descendants  of  Lord  Rhode,  of 


Rhode  Island,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  that  State.  The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  an(i 
Mrs.  Whitten  were,  in  the  order  of  their  births,  ns 
follows:  Joshua;  Eliza  A.,  wife  of  James  Webster; 
and  David  J.,  of  Nebraska.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband,  in  1846,  Mi-s.  Whitten  removed  to 
Michigan,  and  was  there  married  to  A.  Hiiyes, 
by  whom  she  had  four  children:  T.  A.  S.,  of  Chi- 
cago; A.  F.,  of  Van  Buren  County;  Mary,  wife  of 
William  Haistead;  and  M.E.,  wife  of  R.  E.  Doran, 
of  Nebraska.    Mi-s.  Hayes  died  January  1,  1890. 

The  original  of  this  notice  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  common  sehoolsof  Herricn  Coun- 
ty, for  his  school  days  were  over  when  he  reached 
his  twelfth  year.  He  was  reared  amid  rude  sur- 
roundings, for  the  country  was  a  wilderness;  In- 
dians roamed  at  will,  and  the  forests  abounded 
with  game.  At  an  early  age  he  began  learning 
the  cabinet-maker's  trade.  It  might  be  said  that 
Mr.  Whitten  is  one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  the 
county,  for  he  has  seen  its  growth  from  a  wilder- 
ness to  its  present  prospei-ous  condition.  Houses 
at  that  time  were  built  of  round  and  hewn  logs, 
and  the  mills  were  all  water-mills.  After  learn- 
ing his  trade,  young  Whitten  settled  in  Kalama- 
zoo, Mich.,  and  assisted  in  manufacturing  the  first 
piano  ever  made  in  the  State.  This  was  in  1852, 
a  Mr.  Garland,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  having  started  a 
factory.  However,  only  four  pianos  were  ever 
completed  by  this  gentleman. 

In  I860  Mr.  Whilten  made  a  trip  to  California. 
but  returned  the  same  year,  and  settled  in  Niles, 
this  county,  where  he  remained  until  1867.  He 
then  came  to  this  place  and  is  counted  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers.  In  1866-67,  Mr.  Whitten  was  in 
the  tannery  business,  but  as  this  did  not  prove  a 
financial  success,  he  engaged  in  the  carpenter  busi- 
ness, and  many  monuments  of  his  handiwork, 
in  the  shape  of  substantial  and  elegant  resi- 
dences, are  scattered  over  the  county,  as  well  as  in 
the  villager,  lie  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
small  fruit-growers  in  this  portion  of  Lake  Town- 
ship, having  a  farm  of  twenty  acres  devoted  to 
that  principally.  His  yearly  income,  clear  of  ex- 
penses, is  about  «800. 

Ill  the  year  1857,  Mr.  Whittt;n  married  Miss  Ly- 
dia  A.  Cook,  of  Canada,  though  her  parents,  Will- 
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iam  J.  and  Catlierine  ( Dunbar)  Cook,  were  natives 
of  the  Kmiiiie  State,  To  Mr.  and  Mra.  Whitten 
were  born  tliree  cliil<lren:  Cbai-les  H,  of  thiscoiin- 
ty;  Mllie  E.,  wife  of  0.  A.  Jeffries. of  this  county; 
and  Herbert  \V.,  who  is  at  home.  Tlie  latter  is  a 
tL'iieher  of  languages  in  the  Benton  Harbor  schools, 
an<1  one  of  the  Stoic's  most  successful  and  popular 
educators.  Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Whitten  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Congi-egalional  Church,  and,  in  poli- 
tics, the  f<]rmcr  is  a  Repuhlician. 


J,  OSKl'lllIS  K1S[!KL{,  a  prosperous  genera! 
I  agriuiillui'ist  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Sodus  Township,  llerrien  County,  Mich., 
_^  '  has  held  with  efficiency  various  positions  of 
trust  in  his  present  home,  and,  a  citizen  of  ster- 
ling integrity  of  character  and  excellent  judgment, 
disehurging  the  duties  of  office  with  lidelity,  re- 
ceives tlie  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  among  whom  he  has 
dwelt  for  thirty-nine  changing  yeai-s.  Our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  Palmyra  Township,  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  October  U,  1828.  His  father, 
George  Fisher,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
with  his  [larents  removed  to  Ohio  when  a  boy, 
and  in  his  new  home  followed  the  avocation  of  a 
farmer.  lie  remained  in  the  Bueiteye  Stale.con- 
slanlly  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  un- 
til his  death.  His  wife  was  in  maidenhood  Miss 
Ksther  Simons,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Eliza- 
beth Simons,  well-known  and  highly  esteemed 
residents  of  Portage  County,  Ohio.  Unto  the  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  born  ten  children,  six  daugh- 
ters and  four  sons,  of  whom  nine  grew  to  matur- 
ity.    Two  of   the  sons   and  four  of  tlie  daughters 

Josephus,  our  subject,  was  the  fifth  child  in 
order  of  birth,  and,  reared  upon  the  farm  of  his 
father,  and  attendinj^  the  schools  of  Palmyra 
Township  when  he  could  be  spared,  grew  up  to 
vigorous  manhood.  At  twenty-three  years  of  age 
he  rented  land  and  began  life  for  himself,     For 


four  years  he  devoted  his  entii-e  attention  to  the 
pursuits  of  agriculture  in  his  native  county,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  this  time  decided  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  the  farther  West.  In  October,  1854, 
Mr.  Fisher  emigrated  to  Michigan,  located  in  Sodus 
Township,  and  settled  upon  ninety-six  acres  of 
land,  improved  only  with  five  apple  trees,  and  a 
shanty,  in  which  he  lived  for  five  years,  his  family 
being  somewhat  cramped  for  room  in  the  small 
habitation  which  sheltered  them  so  long.  In  1859, 
Mr.  Fisher  builta  commodious  and  attractive  house 
and  a  substantial  barn  and  sheds,  and  also  pur- 
chased thirteen  additional  acres  of  land.  Some 
years  after  he  bought  a  forty-five  acre  tract, 
and  by  the  division  of  lier  father's  farm  among 
the  children  Mrs.  Fisher  received  as  her  share 
forty-nine  acres,  adjoining  tlie  last  acreage  pur- 
chased by  onrsubject.  Mr.  Fisher  has  no  specialty, 
but  raises  mixed  crops  and  also  handles  a  good 
quality  of  stock,  and,  a  practical  man  of  extended 
experience,  has  made  farming  a  prolitable  and  con- 
tinuous pui-suit. 

July  4,  18.^0,  Josephus  Fisher  and  Miss  Phosbe 
A.,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Gano,  were  united 
in  marriage.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Fisher  were 
among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Berrien  County, 
and  were  numbered  with  the  pioneers  of  the  State, 
John  Gano  being  ninety  yeara  old  when  he  died. 
Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  were  the  i>arents 
of  six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  Edna  passed  away  at  two  years  of 
age;  Alice  survived  to  maturity  and  died  when 
thirty-two  years  old.  The  sons  and  daughters  yet 
living  are;  John  G.;  Urania,  the  wife  of  Leander 
McCain,  residing  in  Sodus  Station;  and  George. 
John  married  Mary  Killen  and  has  six  children; 
George  married  Prudence  Hart.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fisher  are  both  faithful  membere  of  the  Disciples 
Chui-ch,  and  have  reared  their  family  in  accord 
with  the  Gospel  teachings  of  their  religious  de- 
nomination. Our  subject,  active  in  church  work, 
has  been  an  Elder  for  years,  and  is  also  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school. 

Politically,  Mr.  Fisher  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
occupied  with  ability  the  offices  of  Treasurer, 
Supervisor  and  Highway  Commissioner,  in  every 
detail  of  public  work  being  conscientious,  earnest 
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and  upright.  He  is  a  libera  I -spirited  citizen  and 
thorouHhly  devoted  to  the  pi'omotion  of  real  ad- 
vancement and  educational  progress.  Altliougli 
now  sixty-five  years  of  age,  lie  has  never  taken  a 
drop  of  intoxicating  liquors  nor  tasted  tobacco. 
Fair,  and  guided  by  law  and  evidence.  Lis  decis- 
ions as  Justice  of  the  Peace  give  thorough  satis- 
faction lo  his  fellow- townsmen,  and  but  few  cases 
which  come  within  his  jurisdiction  are  appealed  to 
a  liigher  court. 


\j^RED  A.  TICHENOR.  A  noble  class  of 
U?^')  men  has  built  up  the  agricultural  inter- 
Im\  est  of  Niles  Township,  and  have  made  it  a 
garden  spot  in  the  great  commonwealth  of  Michi- 
gan. Among  those  who  were  active  and  cfBeient 
in  the  work  was  George  E.  Ticlienor,  the  father  of 
our  subject.  He  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
.State,  born  in  Oswego  County  March  1,  1828, 
and  the  son  of  Joseph  M.  Ticlienor,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  Jersey.  The  latter's  mother  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  first  white  woman  who  set 
foot  on  Jei-sey  shores.  She  was  of  English  de- 
Joseph  M.  Tichenor  married  Miss  Mary  H.  Ack- 
erson,  a  native  of  New  York,  but  who  traced  her 
ancestors  back  to  sturdy  German  stock.  This 
maniage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children, 
George  E.  being  fttth  in  order  of  birtli.  The  latter 
came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day, 
but  later  settled  with  them  in  Michigan.  After 
growing  up  he  became  a  school  teacher  and  fol- 
lowed this  in  connection  with  farming  for  some 
time.  On  the  16th  of  October,  1861,  he  was  mar- 
ried, and  later  moved  onto  an  old  farm  in  Berrien 
County,  remaining  on  the  same  until  1872,  when 
he  moved  where  his  son  now  lives,  and  there  died 
in  1874.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  was  Super- 
visor of  the  township  and  held  other  local  offices. 
A  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  was  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  at  Buchanan,  and 
was  Elder  in  the  church  (or  years.  He  was  an  active 


worker  in  the  same  and  contributed  liberally  of 
his  means  to  its  sup|)ort.  He  was  well  known  and 
very  popular  in  the  community.  His  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  lllake,  was  born  in 
Indiana,  February  24,  1839. 

Her  father,  John  Blake,  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  grand- 
father, William  Blake,  was  also  born  in  Virginia, 
but  tlie  great-grandfather,  Thomas  Blake,  was  a 
native  of  England,  who  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man.  Mrs.  Tichenor's  mother,  Araminta 
Hague,  was  born  in  Ohio  and  reared  in  that  Stiite. 
Her  father,  John  Hague,  was  supposed  to  have 
been  ot  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake 
were  married  near  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  subse- 
quently located  in  St.  Joseph  County,  on  a  farm. 
Later  they  moved  to  Wisconsin,  but  sliortly  after- 
wards I'eturned  to  Michigan,  where  they  passed  the 
closing  scenes  of  their  lives.  They  were  tlie  pa- 
rents of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugli- 
ters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years  except 
one.  Mrs.  Tichenor  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
of  these  children,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Berrien  County  from  the  age  of  eight  years. 
After  reaching  womanhood  she  taught  school  in 
Berrien  County. 

By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Tichenor  she  became 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  May 
the  wife  of  Ellis  Roe,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  Buchanan;  Fredrick  A.,  our  sub- 
ject; Oolin  B.,  at  home;  Georgia,  now  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  engaged  as  a  stenographer  and  type- 
writer; Joseph  M.,  at  home;  and  Charles  E.,  at 
home.  William,  the  eldest  child,  died  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Tich- 
enor, Mrs.  Tichenor  has  had  charge  of  all  her  hus- 
band's interests,  and  displays  excellent  judgment 
and  mnch  sound  sense  in  her  management  of  the 
s.ime.  She  has  four  hundred  and  seventy-one  acres 
where  she  now  lives  and  the  fine  residence  on  it 
makes  it  a  very  attractive  place.  This  is  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  the  State  and  is  kept  in  admir- 
able condition  by  Mi«.  Tichenor,  whosuperintends 
everything.  She  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and,  like  her  husband,  contrib- 
utes liberally  to  its  support. 

Fredrick  A.  Tichenor,  her  sou,  and  tlie  present 
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Supeivisor  of  NiU's  Towusliip,  is  residing  on  sec- 
tion 7,  of  that  township,  and  is  a  wide-nwake, 
tiiorongh- going  yonng  agricullnrist.  He  was  bofn 
ill  IteiTienCounty.Niles  Township,  Midi..  May  10, 
18{i7,  and  was  Llie  second  in  order  of  birth  of  the 
children  born  to  his  pavenls.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  liis  neighborhood,  and  later  en- 
tered the  High  School  .it  Hnchaiian,  from  which 
he  was  gradnated  some  time  later.  He  is  one  of 
tlie  promising  young  fiirmei-s  of  the  connty,  has  a 
line  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  in 
tlic  management  of  it  lias  displayed  ni'ich  good 
sense.  Socially,  he  is  .'i  member  of  the  Miwrnc 
fraternity,  Buchanan  Lodge  No.  68,  ind  is  also  i 
menilter  of  tlie  Knights  of  Pythi.is,  Isilcs  I  odge 
No.  100.  In  1893,  he  was  elected  Supeivisoi  of 
the  township;  in  1888,  when  but  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  was  made  Township  Clerk,  lie  takes  a 
deej*  interest  in  all  worthy  enterprises  and  is  pub- 
lic-spirited and  energetic-. 


J/(HIN  BUCKMAN,an  extensive  general  agri- 
culturist and  fruit-grower  of  Sodos  Town- 
■  ship,  Berrien  Couuty,  Mich.,  has  occupied 
^  his  Hne  farm  of  two  linndied  and  sixty 
acres  for  aliout  two-score  yeai-s,  and.  enjoying  a 
wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  county,  is  es- 
teemed a  man  of  practical  experience  and  sound 
judgment.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Sunny 
South,  and  was  born  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  Md., 
October  10,  1827.  The  paternal  greatrgrandfather 
settled  in  America  in  the  days  of  William  Penn, 
and  located  in  the  Quaker  State  when  it  was  only 
a  Territory  or  colony.  His  son  Abner  Buckman, 
was  born,  reared,  married  and  died  in  the  old 
Pennsylvania  home.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
William  Buckman,  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
early  left  the  scenes  of  childhood  and  settled  in 
Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.,  but  after  spending 
many  years  in  the  South,  finally  removed  to  Ohio, 
where  lie  died  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-two 
yeare.  His  excellent  wife,  Jeanettc  (Brown)  Buck- 
man,  bore  her  husband  ten  sons  and  daughters, 


(ubie<;t 


three  of  the  children  now  surviving.  Our  : 
is  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  but  a  lit- 
tle lad  five  years  old  when  with  his  }Kirents,  broth- 
ers and  sisters  he  journeyed  to  Erie  County,  Ohio. 

In  the  new  home  John,  as  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough,  attended  the  common  schools  and  aided 
his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  Day  by  day 
he  increased  his  practical  experience,  and  arrived 
at  his  majority  a  self-reliant  and  enterprising 
yonng  man.  Beginning  life  for  himself,  he  worked 
out  two  years  in  Ohio  as  a  farm  laborer.  In  the 
meantime,  three  of  his  brothers  had  located  iu  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.,  and  were  experiencing  the 
various  vicissitudes  of  those  pioneer  days.  The 
elder  brother  borrowed  from  his  mother  before 
leaving  home  $10,  which  she  had  saved  from  the 
sale  of  turkeys,  eggs  and  butter.  With  that 
amount  the  son  had  started  out  to  seek  Ida  for- 
tune, and  walked  the  entire  distance  to  Michigan, 
accompanied  by  liis  next  two  brothers,  and  after 
a  time  all  secured  homes  and  land  in  the  Western 
wilderness.  John  finally  sent  them  money  to 
make  payments  with,  and  came  himself  to  Berrien 
County,  settling  permanently  in  Sodus  Town- 
ship in  1853.  Our  subject  brought  a  good  team 
of  horses  with  him,  and  resolutely  took  up  land 
and  entered  ambitiously  upon  its  improvements. 
He  was  for  a  time  very  much  dissatisfied  witJL  the 
country,  but  after  a  few  weeks  became  well  pleased, 
and  later,  revisiting  his  old  home,  expi-essed  him- 
self to  friends  and  neighbors  as  being  unwilling  lo 
return  again  to  live  in  Ohio,  even  if  proffered  a 
gift  of  forty  acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  State  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Buckman  lias  always  been  a  very  energetic 
man,  toiling  early  and  late,  and  lias  well  earned 
every  dollar  of  the  competence  he  now  possesses. 
He  received  $600  at  the  death  of  his  father,  but 
#400  he  deposited  in  a  bank,  which  afterward  as- 
signed, and  the  money  was  a  total  loss,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year|s  interest,about  $65.  Eorty 
acres  of  the  beautiful  and  valuable  home  farm  are 
devoted  to  an  orchard  of  a  choice  variety  of  fniit. 
The  attractive  residence,  the  substantial  barns  and 
other  buildings,  and  the  well-kept  fields,  especially 
in  the  harvest  season,  present  a  picture  of  thrift 
and  generous  abundance  long  to  Iw  remembei-ed. 
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In  1854,  John  and  Miss  Juliet  Rees  wete  united 
ill  marriage,  tlie  day  of  the  wedding  being  April 
30.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Bnckman  were  Martin 
jind  Hannah  Rees.  The  fatliur  is  deceased,  but 
the  motlier  is  yet  surviving,  and  is  eiglity-foui- 
years  of  age.  Seven  cliitdron  were  born  unto  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  of  wliom  four  are 
still  living:  Charles  W.,  Nellie,  Jessie  and  Robert. 
One  little  one  died  in  infancy;  two  others  passed 
away  later  in  life.  Alena,  the  eldest  daugliterj 
married  Charles  Kendall,  and  died  some  years  ago, 
leaving  two  eliildren,  residing  in  Pipestone  Town- 
ship. Nellie  is  the  wife  of  Jaeob  Ilushaw.  The 
other  three  eliildren  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Buckm.in  has  been  a  devout  tneniber  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church  for  thirty-five  yeai-s, 
and  is  an  official — an  honored  Trustee.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Old  Settlers'  Association  of  Ber- 
rien County,  and  is  politically  a  Prohibitionist, 
but  until  late  years  was  a  pronounced  Rcpuhlicnn. 
Upright  and  conscientious  in  the  daily  discharge 
of  duty,  our  subject  gives  to  the  affairs  of  the  day 
earnest  consideration,  and  in  local  elections  lends 
his  support  to  the  best  man  for  the  place,  regard- 
less of  party  considerations.  Now,  nearing  the 
evening  of  his  age,  Mr.  Buckraan  may  with  pleas- 
ure review  his  unblemished  record  as  a  friend, 
neighbor  and  citizen,  and  rest  content  in  the  es- 
teem and  high  regard  of  his  fellow- townsmen. 


-^E 


-^<^(^.m^^- 


^^  OLOMON  M.  HOWSER.  Cass  County 
^^^  contains  many  fertile  and  liighly-cultiva- 
(U/^)  ted  farms,  and  among  tlie  number  passers- 
by  invariably  note  with  admiration  the 
well-kept  fields  and  air  of  thrift  and  prosperity 
characterizing  Mr,  Howser's  farm.  The  place  con- 
sists of  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres  on  sec- 
tion 2,  of  Howard  Township,  and  is  devoted  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  purposes.  The 
buildings  that  embellish  the  place  are  neat,  sub- 
stantial and  adapted  to  their  varied  purposes, 
while  the  residence  is  a  cozy  abode,  tastily  furn- 
ished and  conveniently  arranged. 


The  owner  of  this  fine  farm  was  born  in  Preble 

County,  Ohio,  June  28,  1828.  J t  is  probable  that 
his  [Kiternal  gmndfather  was  a  native  of  Mary- 
land, where  also  his  father,  Henry  Howser,  was 
born,  and  whence  he  removed  in  his  youth  to  Ohio. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary,  daughter  of 
Michael  Brawn,  both  being  natives  of  North  Car- 
olina and  of  German  descent.  After  their  mar- 
riage in  Ohio,  the  parents  of  our  subject  located 
in  Michigan,  in  1836,  where  the  father  purchased 
a  farm  in  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County.  Here 
he  devoted  his  eneigies  to  clearing  and  develop- 
ing a  fine  farm,  and  was  so  successful  in  his  efforts 
that  he  became  known  througliout  his  community 
as  one  of  its  most  persevering  and  elllcient  agri- 
culturists, as  he  was  also  one  of  its  best  citizens. 
After  bis  wife's  death,  which  occurred  in  1861,  he 
removed  to  the  village  of  Dowagiac,  whei-e  he 
closed  his  eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  earth  in  1878. 

In  the  public  afl!aii-s  of  the  community,  Mr. 
Howser,  Sr.,  bore  an  active  part  and  served  with 
efficiency  as  Supervisor  of  Pokagon  Township  and 
Raid  Commissioner.  Fii'st  a  Whig,  he  later  gave 
hid  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party.  In  his  re- 
ligious belief,  he  was  a  Univerealist,  but  contrib- 
uted generously  to  tlie  various  denominations.  Ho 
and  his  good  wife  were  the  parents  of  two  daugh- 
ters and  five  sons,  and  seven  of  the  number  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood.  These  still  survive 
with  the  exception  of  the  third  son,  who  died  a 
few  years  ago.  Solomon  M.  was  the  second  child 
in  order  of  birth  and  was  about  eight  years  old 
when  he  came  to  Cass  County.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  Pokagon  Town- 
ship and  the  common  schools  at  Mishawaka,  Ind., 
but  his  broad  range  of  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion has  been  obtained  principally  through  self- 
cuttuve. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  1861, 'Mr.  Howser  was 
uniteil  in  marriage  with  Miss  Minerva  Knight, 
who  was  born  in  Berrien  County,  Midi.,  in  1841, 
her  father,  Jonathan  Knight,  having  been  an  early 
settler  of  that  county.  After  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Howser  settled  in  Berrien  County,  where  he  re- 
mained for  one  year,aud  then,  in  1863, located  on 
his  present  farm.  He  and  his  wife  had  a  family 
of  tliree  children;     Mary  J,,  deceased;  Henry  J., 
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who  resides  on  tlie  homestead;  and  Cora  M.,  who 
is  studying  stenography  in  ChicHgo.  In  his  po- 
litical opinions,  Mr.  liowser  i^^  a.  Repiibliuin,  lirm 
in  his  advocacy  of  party  measures  and  men.  In 
liis  religious  belief,  tic  is  a  Universalist.  He  is  a 
man  wlio  willingly  aids  every  measure  ailcnlated 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  comnninity,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  capable  farmers  of  Howard 
Township. 


IL  ON.  THOMAS  MARS  has  occupiei}  with 
fJ^jij  executive  ability  many  of  the  important 
^^^  county  and  State  offlees  witliin  tlie  gift 
(^)  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  constitiieiits, 
and,  discharging  the  duties  entrusted  to  liis  care 
with  eflieiency,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  Berrien  County, 
Mich.  Our  subject,  an  extensive  and  prosperous 
general  agriculturist  of  Berrien  Township,  born 
May  4,  1829,  in  Giles  County,  Va.,  wag  but  an  in- 
fant when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Beriien 
County,  with  whose  growth  and  progress  he  has 
been  intimately  associated  tor  more  than  three- 
score years.  His  father,  Hugh  Mars,  a  native  Vir- 
ginian, remained  in  his  early  home  until  he  at- 
tained bis  majority.  He  was  a  hardworking  and 
enterprising  man  and  combined  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith  with  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  The 
Mai-ses  are  of  Scotch  descent,  but  the  paternal 
great-gi-and father  made  his  home  in  New  Jei-sey, 
in  which  State  the  grandfather  of  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Mars,  Archibald  Mars,  was  born,  and  later,  mi- 
grating from  his  native  State  to  Virginia  when 
young,  remained  in  the  Old  Dominion  until  hia 
death. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Elloner  (Riggin) 
Mars,  was  the  daughter  of  an  old  Virginian  family 
and  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  where  her  father 
pursued  the  peaceful  avocation  of  a  tiller  of  the 
soil.  Marrying  in  Virginia,  the  parents  journeyed 
later  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Berrien  County, 
April  6,  1830,  the  very  day  upon  which  the  first 
election  of  the  county  was  held,  twenty-six  voters 
37 


having  cast  their  ballot.  The  father  entered  land 
on  section  23,  Berrion  Township,  and  the  deed 
was  signed  by  President  Andrew  Jackson.  The 
mother,  a  devoted  Christian  woman,  was  obliged  at 
fli'st  togo  to  Summerville  whenslic  wished  to  attend 
church.  At  that  period  there  were  no  settlei-s  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  tiie  pioneer  home. 
The  Indians  had  huts  on  the  land  of  the  father, 
and  were  peaceable,  quiet  red  men,  and  the  first 
boys  that  our  subject  i-emembers  playing  with  were 
Indian  lads.  The  land  was  heavily  timbered,  and 
the  country  round  about  almost  impassable  at 
times.  Mr.  Mars  well  recollects  the  surveying  and 
laying  out  of  Cassopolis  and  the  Berrien  Spring 
Road.  The  mother,  born  in  February,  1806,  died 
February  27,  1837,  preceding  her  husband  to  the 
better  land  by  forty  years.  The  father  lived  to 
be  married  four  times,  and  removed  from  the  old 
homestead  in  1853  to  the  farm  owned  by  his  last 
companion,  pleasantly  located  in  Berrien  Springs. 

Hugh  Mai's,  after  a  life  of  busy  usefulness,  passed 
away,  mourned  as  a  public  loss,  in  1877,  at  the 
good  old  ago  of  eighty-one  years.  He  was  an  en- 
terprising and  self-reliant  man,  of  strong  and 
earnest  purpose,  and,  possessing  most  admii-abic 
traits  of  character,  was  honored  and  beloved.  He 
was,  politically,  in  early  life  a  Whig  and  later  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  was  a  leader  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  local  party.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
popular  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  appointed  in  the  county.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  six  children,  all  surviving.  A.  W. 
resides  in  Berrien  Springs;  Thomas  was  the  second- 
born;  Samuel  lives  in  Lake  Township;  William  is 
a  citizen  of  California;  Eliza  J.  is  the  wife  of  P.  H. 
Webster,  of  section  11,  Berrien  Township;  Melinda 
is  the  wife  of  T.  B.  Snow,  of  section  16,  Berrien 
Township.  Of  the  three  children  born  unto  the 
third  marriage,  the  surviving  are  B.  F.,  residing  on 
section  18;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Burdette  Mc- 
Gill,  of  Oronoko  Township. 

Our  subject,  reared  in  the  pioneer  home,  had 
barely  attained  his  majority,  when,  beginning 
life  for  himself,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  For  seven  years 
he  did  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  in 
1857  went  to  Kansas,  settling  in  Lawrence.   In  the 
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following  December  he  came  home,  an<l  spent  Jan- 
uary, leturniag  in  Febiuary  to  Kansas,  wliere  he 
remained  through  the  summer  of  1858,  and  in  the 
fall  journeyed  to  Missouri.  He  purchased  a  half- 
luterest  in  a  sawmill  neac  Savannah,  and  engaged 
in  business  in  that  locality  until  tlje  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War.  At  this  time  tlie  mill  was  burned 
and  our  subject  was  warned  to  leave  in  fifteen 
days. 

In  the  fall  of  1860,  Thomas  Mars  and  Miss 
Margaret  A.  Wood  were  united  in  marriage.  Tlie 
estimable  wife  of  our  subject  is  widely  known  and 
highly  esteemed.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher Wood,  of  Bingliamton,  N.  Y..  in  which 
part  of  tlie  Empire  State  she  was  born,  reared  and 
thoroughly  educated.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Mars  rented  for  one  year  an  old  water- 
mill  near  Berrien  Springs,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
twelve  months  boughta  steam  sawmill  and  tliirtj-- 
five  acres  of  land  where  he  now  resides.  The  land 
was  then  wild  (November  10,  1862),  but  now,  with 
an  added  acreage,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
homesteads  in  the  township.  The  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  eighty-five  of  which  are  highly 
cultivated  and  improved  with  excellent  and  com- 
modious buildings,  is  a  most  desirable  piece  of 
farming  property.  Until  a  few  yeai*  ago  our  sub- 
ject operated  the  mill,  as  well  as  cultivated  the 
fertile  soil,  but  now  devotes  his  time  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  Of  the  four  children  who  brightened 
the  home,  only  one  lived  to  adult  age,  Rosalia 
Iraogene,  wife  of  Dr.  O.  A.  La  Crone,  a  successful 
medical  practitioner  of  Berrien  Centre.  Mrs.  La 
Crone  had  three  children;  an  infant  daughter, 
who  died  unnamed;  Thomas  Mars  and  Frank  W. 
The  accomplished  daughter  passed  away  March 
12,  1891,  mourned  by  sormwing  friends  and  rela- 
tives. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Hal's  is  connected  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Berrien 
Centre,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  By-laws 
for  the  State.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry  of  Berrien  Centre,  has  held  all  the 
offices  in  the  same  and  is  the  present  Master.  He 
has  been  Master  of  the  State  Grange  for  five  years. 
and  has  taken  in  three  districts  sini^e  1873,  giving 


his  thorough  at.d  enthusiastic  support  to  the  ex- 
istence and  prosperity  of  the  Grange,  and  is,  and 
has  been,  a  member  of  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Grange  for  sixlecn  years.  Our  sub- 
ject is  now  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Control 
of  the  State  Public  Suliools  at  Coldwater,  Mich. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mars  is  a  Kepnblicau,  and  has 
always  been  actively  interested  in  local  and  na- 
tional issues.  lie  has  several  times  been  Chair- 
man of  the  County  Committee  and  is  now  Treas- 
urer of  the  same.  As  delegate  to  various  State, 
county  and  Congi-essional  conventions,  he  has 
given  his  constituents  univei'sal  satisfaction  by  the 
faithful  handling  of  the  public  interests  intrusted 
to  his  care.  In  1880,  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
our  subject  served  with  fidelity  his  full  term  and 
was  present  .at  the  extra  sessions.  As  a  memlMir 
of  imporbtnt  committees,  he  promoted  the  interests 
of  the  State,  and  was  a  prominent  factor  in  se- 
curing the  present  law  on  highways.  Mr.  Mars 
h.is  been  identified  with  the  leading  agricultural 
societies  and  lias  been  President  of  the  Iterrien 
County  Agricultural  Society  many  terms,  and  was 
President  of  the  Berrien  Springs  Agricultural  So- 
ciety last  year.  For  four  years  he  served  as  Oil 
Inspector  of  the  district,  has  also  been  County 
Agent  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  and  was 
likewise  Inspector  of  the  Poor  of  Berrien  County 
for  three  years.  Constantly  engaged  in  public 
work  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  our  subject 
has  proven  himself  to  be  a  man  of  intelligent 
ability,  excellent  judgment  and  sterling  integrity 
Ol  character,  and,  the  candidate  of  his  party  for 
most  responsible  positions,  has  ever  justified  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  a  host  of  friend.s. 


i^^S^-i^it^^^i 


felLIJAM  II.  BALL.  This  highly  respected 
and  honored  citizen  of  Coloma,  Berrien 
County,  was  born  in  Huntington,  Mass., 
August  24.  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Sawyer  and 
Susan  (Hazen)  Ball.  His  grandfather,  Manassa 
Ball,  was  in  turn  a  son  of  Elijah  Ball,  also  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  who  seryed  in  t!ie  war 
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for  independence.  He  lived  and  died  in  his 
native  State,  and  i-eared  a  family  of  nine  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  wlioni  grew  to  mature  years. 
Ik  passed  away  in  1 837,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  Manassa  Rati  was  born  December  28, 1800. 
In  his  youthful  days  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer,  and  afterward  operated  a  carding-nia- 
chine  for  a  few  years,  lie  was  llie  youngest  of 
fourteen  eliildren  born  to  his  parents,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Clarissa,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  An- 
drews, whose  wife  was  a  Miss  Holt.  He  was  a 
Whig  politjcolly,  and  afterward  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  was  a  believer  in  the  Unitarian 
clot-trines.     He  died  in  his  seventy-second  year. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  of  a  family  of  six  children, namely:  Phin- 
eas,  Carohne,  Adeline,  Sawyer,  Albert  and  Alonzo. 
He  followed  surveying  for  a  few  yeai-s  and  then 
engaged  in  the  wood-turning  business.  In  I860 
he  moved  to  Dowagiac,  Midi.,  where  with  three 
others  he  established  himself  in  the  manufacture  of 
wooden  eave  troughs,  theirs  being  the  first  factory 
of  the  kind  in  t lie  Slate.  In  18G2  he  located  in 
Niles,  and  there  opened  up  a  factory,  which  proved 
to  be  a  very  profitable  business,  and  in  1864  lie 
moved  to  Coloina,  where  lie  continued  to  follow 
Ills  chosen  occupation  for  a  year.  In  1866  he 
bought  a  gristmill  here  and  has  ever  since  oi)er- 
ated  it,  receiving  a  liberal  patronage  from  the  citi- 
zens of  the  town,  as  well  as  from  the  farmers  in 
the  surrounding  country.  He  also  owns  a  mill  in 
Hartford,  and  in  1868  made  the  first  fruit-box 
ever  constructed  iu  Coloma.  He  is  a  prominent 
man  in  political  affaii-s  and  has  held  some  public 
offices.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Goodricli  and  Susan 
(Walker)  Hazen.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
tlie  State  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  re- 
spectively, the  former  being  a  merchant  and  lum- 
berman, who  died  in  Ohio.  His  wife  died  at  the 
home  of  her  drtughler,  leaving  three  boj's  and  two 
gills.  Mr,  Hazen's  father  came  from  Scotland  in 
an  early  day,  while  his  wife's  people  were  of  Irish 
ancestry. 

Sawyer  Ball  and  wife  have  four  children:  Ella 
J.,  William  H.,  Clara  S.  and  Albert  C.  William 
H-,   our    subject,  was   educated   in  the  common 


schools  of  Michigan,  and  subsequently  took  a  bus- 
iness course  in  the  schools  of  Valparaiso,  Ind., 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1878,  After  leaving 
school  he  engaged  in  business  with  his  father  in 
the  manufacture  of  flour  and  eave  troughs.  When 
bis  parents  came  to  Coloma,  William  came  with 
tliem  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  work,  and  now 
owns  an  interest  in  the  mills,  both  here  and  at 
Hartford. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  October,  1883,  to 
Clara  M.  Miller,  wlio  was  born  in  this  State.  This 
estimable  lady's  parents  are  Martin  and  Sarah 
(Hamilton)  Miller,  and  since  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Charles  O,  Mi-s.  Ball  has  been  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church  for  fifteen  yeai-sand  is  an 
active  worker.  Mr.  Ball  takes  an  interest  in  poli- 
tics and  has  served  as  Town  Clerk  for  three  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  elected  Supervisor 
of  his  township.  A  leading  and  honored  Mason, 
he  IS  now  considered  one  of  the  best-posted  Ma- 
sons in  western  Michigan.  He  is  a  promising  young 
man  of  more  than  average  ability,  and  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  add  that  he  is  held  in  high  repute  by 
the  citizens  of  Coloma  and  the  adjacent  country 
on  account  of  his  good  cfiaiiicter  and  pleasing 
qualities. 


•td,'         ■■•! 


'^L-^  IRAM  SMITH  is  another  one  of  the  promi- 
rjV  nent  citizens  of  the  county  who  claim  Now 
l^^  York  as  their  native  State,  his  birth  oecur- 
(^  ring  in  Genesee  County,  near  Lockport, 
January  15,  1838,  and  he  has  all  those  characteris- 
tics of  thrift,  energy  and  industry  so  common  to 
the  average  New  Yorker.  His  parents,  Samuel 
and  Frances  (Fordom)  Smith,  were  of  English  and 
Welsh-Scotch  extraction,  respectively,  but  aside 
from  that  but  little  further  is  known  of  the  early 
history  of  the  family. 

Our  subject's  parents  had  thirteen  children. 
Emily  married  William  Owens,  and  became  the 
mother  of  two  sons  and  two  daughtei-s.  They  re- 
side in  Calvin  Township.     Esther,  who   first  mar- 
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ried  William  Hickley,  became  the  motlier  of  tlirec 
cliildfen,  but  only  one  cliilil  lived.  Her  second 
marriage  was  to  Ransom  J.  Osboi'n,  by  whom  she 
haii  one  child.  She  is  now  residing  in  Calvin 
Township,  this  connty,  Chauncy  married  Miss 
Frankie  A.  Wayne,  and  served  three  years  in  the 
Civil  War.  He  was  captured  at  Murfreesboro. 
Mary  F.  married  Jeremiah  Cliowgo,  by  whom  she 
had  three  children,  and  after  his  death  she  mar- 
ried Madison  Maston.  Lovisa  married  Silas  Bump, 
and  subsequently  went  to  Kansas,  where  they  now 
reside.  They  have  four  children.  Alvira  married 
Frank  Hilton,  and  died  leaving  three  children.  Jo- 
scphns  died  when  youn".  Russel  married  Alfaretta 
Allen,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children.  Af- 
ter Uis  death  his  widow  married  our  subject, 
I^ewis  married  Loiiriii  Carmichael,  but  after  her 
death  was  married  to  Miss  Oma  Schuttle,  who  bore 
him  two  children.  They  reside  u\  Calvin  Town- 
ship. Harvey  married  AUa  Osborn.  Amos  mar- 
ried Olive  Niver,  by  whom  he  has  three  children. 
They  reside  in  this  township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  left  New  York  State 
for  Michigan  in  1838  with  an  ox-team,  and  settled 
in  Calvin  Township,  this  county,  where  he  tilled 
the  soil  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  on 
this  farm  in  July,  1888,  when  seventy-seven  years 
of  age,  and  his  widow  too  passed  away  on  the  old 
homestead,  in  the  spring  ot  1893.  when  seventy- 
two  years  of  age.  They  were  worthy  and  re- 
spected citizens.  Our  subject  was  but  six  months 
old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Cass  County, 
and  of  course  all  his  recollections  are  of  this  State, 
He  grew  to  sturdy  manhood  in  the  wilderness  of 
Michigan,  but  on  account  of  being  obliged  to 
work  hard  in  youth,  his  educational  advantages 
were  rather  neglected. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age,  oursubject  decided 
that  it  was  not  best  for  man  to  live  alone,  and  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  J.  Haden,  This 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children. 
Charles  Is  a  resident  of  Elkhart.  Ind.  Fred  married 
Millie  Day,  and  they  have  two  children,  Glennie 
and  Jessie.  He  and  his  wife  reside  on  a  part 
of  our  subject's  farm.  Edward  married  Lorena 
Cope,  and  they  have  one  child,  and  reside  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind.   Mr.  Smith  lost  his  estimable  companion 


December  18,  1885.  and  in  1886  he  married  his 
present  wife,  she  being  the  widow  of  his  brother 
Russel.  They  have  two  children,  Stephen  and 
Herman. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1864,  Mr.  Smith  en- 
listed in  Company  I,  Twelfth  Michigan  Regiment, 
and  served  one  year.  The  battle  of  Bull  Run  was 
the  only  engagement  of  note  in  which  he  partici- 
pated, for  he  was  on  detached  duty  in  Arkansas 
and  Indian  Territory  most  of  the  time.  On  the 
9th  of  September,  1865,  he  wasdischarged  at  Cam- 
den, Ark.,  and  returned  to  the  peaceful  pursuit  of 
farming.  Sinre  the  war  he  has  resided  on  his 
present  property,  where  he  had  settled  shortly  af- 
ter his  lirst  marriage,  and  he  is  one  of  the  foremost 
agriculturists  of  the  county.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  politics 
has  ever  been  a  Republican,  He  has  never  aspired 
to  political  honors,  and  has  never  held  a  township 
otHce,  preferring  to  devote  all  his  energies  to  the 
farm. 


(i  IfclLl.IAM  II.  ISKKSUN.  Cass  County  uum- 
\ /vl/  '^®**'  """""S  '''^  citizens  none  who  occupy 
^p^  a  higiicr  position  in  the  regard  of  their 
neighbors  and  friends  than  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  who  is  a  practical  and  successful  farmer 
residing  on  section  20,  La  Grange  Township.  The 
family  of  which  lie  is  an  honored  representative 
was  represented  in  America  during  the  early 
Colonial  days,  and  has,  since  that  time,  been 
closely  connected  with  the  progress  of  the  coun- 
try. In  an  early  day  three  brothers  of  this  name 
emigrated  from  England  to  the  United  States,  one 
of  whom  located  in  Virginia,  while  John  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  Richard   went  to  North  Cai-o- 

Of  these  three  brothei-s  the  biographer  is  esjM;- 
cially  interested  in  Richard.  He  married,  reared 
his  family  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  North 
Cai-olina,  where  he  followed  farming  pursuits.  He 
was  a  Quaker  'and  a  strong  anti-slavery  man, 
possessing  the  peaceful,  liberty-loving  an<l  ltin<i 
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charactei'i sties  of  Uiat  society.  Among  liis  «liil- 
dren  was  a  son  Isaac,  who  at  ilie  age  of  sevenlcen 
removed  to'  Keiitucfty,  residing  tliere  for  one  year. 
Thence,  about  1795,  lie  went  tolndiana  and  made 
settlement  in  Wayne  County,  After  liis  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  Itamlxi,  he  located  on  a  farm  four 
miles  from  Richmond,  in  the  midsl  of  a  heavily 
timbered  section  of  country,  where  the  principal 
inhabitants  were  Indians.  He  ot>erated  a  dis- 
tillery for  about  twenty  years,  hut  became  dis- 
Ijusted  with  the  business  and  turned  his  attention 
exclusively  to  stock-raising  and  farming,  becoming 
one  of  the  most  extensive  stock-raisers  in  that 
part  of  Indiana.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig,  and 
was  strong  in  liis  opposition  to  slavery.  A  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  nntil  marriage,  and  a 
man  of  gi-eat  piety,  he  wsis  highly  esteemed 
tliroughout  the  cammunity  where  his  active  life 
was  passed.  His  death  occurred  in  1840,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four  years. 

The  fattier  of  our  subject,  Jesse  Beeson,  was  born 
December  10,  1807,  and  remained  in  tlic  parental 
liome  until  his  marriage  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  his  wife  being  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Ucnesten.  In  his  youth  lie  worked  in  liis  father's 
distillery,  but  at  the  age  of  seventeen  yeai-s  his 
father  abandoned  the  business  and  he  afterward 
conducted  farming  pursuits.  U|ion  establishing 
domestic  lies,  liis  father  gave  him  sixty  acres  of 
unimproved  land,  but  he  remained  upon  it  only  a 
short  time,  removing  thence  to  Mieliigan  in  1833. 
In  1830  he  had  made  an  excni'sion  to  this  State 
on  hoi-sebaek,  with  a  view  to  selecting  a  suitable 
location,  and  returned  to  Indiana  via  Chicago,  at 
that  time  a  military  post.  In  1833  he  located 
with  ills  family  near  Niles,  but  about  the  same 
time  purchased  two  liundicd  and  forty  acres  in 
Cass  County.  In  his  journey  to  Michigan  ho 
traveled  with  four  ox-teams  and  two  horses,  liis 
wife  riding  one  of  liie  horses  and  carrying  her  in- 
fant in  her  arms.  In  February,  1834.  he  removed 
to  his  farm  in  E^ Grange  Township,  but  after  five 
years  spent  tlieie,  he  moved  a  few  miles  further 
south  and  purchased  two  hundred  and  live  aei-es. 
This  property  he  lived  to  sec  improved  and  mostly 
under  cultivation. 

While  devoting  his  attention   principaliy  to  his 


fanning  pursuits,  Jesse  Beeson  found  time  to 
inform  himself  upon  all  topics  of  general  interest, 
and  was  a  man  of  broad  information  upon  all 
subjects.  In  religious  belief  he  was  non -sectarian, 
and  to  some  extent  believed  in  the  t-eachings  of 
spiritualism.  His  lirst  wife  died  in  1869.  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  yeai-s.  They  had  been  the  jiarents 
of  nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  are:  William  H.,  of  this  sketch;  Isaac 
N.;  Benjamin  F.:  Mary  J.,  Mi-s.  David  Huff,  who 
died  February  17,  1893;  Lurany,  Mrs.  Austin 
Dixon;  Kliea  A.,  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Defoe; 
Laura,  who  married  liobert  Cameron;  and  Ander- 
son G.  Mr.  lieesoii  married  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Mary  lllue,  daughter  of  Hugh  Gardner  and  a 
half-sister  of  his  former  wife.  A  stancii  Whig  in 
his  )>olitical  belief,  he  was  prominenlly  identilied 
with  political  affaii's  in  his  section.  In  18r)2  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  during  his 
term  opposed  the  railroad  franchise  bill,  which  de- 
feated him  for  a  second  nomination.  He  also 
held  many  local  township  and  county  offices,  in 
which  he  served  with  fidelity  to  the  interests  of 
the  people.  His  death  occurred  on  tiie  19tli  of 
February,  1888. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Wayne  . 
County,  Ind.,  March  25.  182ft.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Niles  and  Al- 
bion, and  in  1851  made  liis  fii-st  trip  away  from 
home.  He  liad  been  in  poor  health  for  some  time, 
and,  thinking  to  beuelit  himself  physically  as  well 
.IS  to  make  a  fortune  in  tiie  Fl  Dorado  of  the 
Argonauts,  he  went  to  California,  making  the 
trip  via  New  York  U>  Aspinwall  and  thence  to 
San  Francisco  and  Sacramento.  For  four  years  he 
worked  in  mines  at  various  places,  meeting  with 
excellent  success  in  his  speculations.  In  addition 
to  mining,  he  engaged  to  some  extent  in  the 
stock  business.  He  returned  home  via  water, 
i-eaching  Michigan  in  1856.  He  remained  at  home 
for  two  years,  then  traveled  through  Illinois, Iowa 
and  Missouri. 

The  fii-st  marriage  of  Mr.  Beeson  occurred  in 
1861,  at  wiiieh  time  he  was  united  with  Margaret, 
daughter  of  George  I'inley,  of  Kalamazoo.  One 
child  was  born  of  this  union,  Jesse,  now  deee.ised. 
The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Beeson  united  him  witli 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Miss  Mai'ia,  riaughtei'  of  Fredrick  Cliurcliill.  and 
they  became  tlie  parents  of  one  son,  [saac.  After 
the  death  of  this  lady,  our  subject  married  Mrs. 
Melissa  Shingledicker,  tlie  daughter  of  Claybiirn 
Shingiedicker,  and  anative  of  Cass  County.  They 
have  i-eared  five  children:  George;  Anna  A.,  the 
wife  of  Rhett  Gould;  John;  Charles;  and  Laura. 
Delia  died  at  the  age  of  five  yeai'S.  In  his  politi- 
cal belief,  Mr.  Beeson  is  non-partisan  in  local 
aflfaire,  and  Democratic  in  his  support  of  national 
issues.  In  former  years  he  was  first  a  Whig  and 
later  a  Republican.  He  is  a  man  who  is  highly 
regarded  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  his  large  circle 
of  acquaintances. 


•;^>^^i#i 


C\  HARLES  E.  SWEET,  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Cass  County,  and  a  prominent  resident 
(/  of  Dowagiac,  was  born  in  Keelcr,  Van 
Ruren  County,  Mich.,  March  11,  1860,  He  traces 
his  lineage  to  good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  his 
paternal  great-grandfather  having  served  in  the 
defense  of  the  Colonies  during  the  war  with  Eng- 
land. His  grandfather,  Ezra  Sweet,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont,  and  the  father  of  our  subject.  Dr.  J. 
ElUott8weet,  was  also  born  in  the  Green  Mountain 
Stale.  The  latter  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  re- 
ceived his  literary  education  at  Townsliend  (Vt.) 
Academy.  Coming  to  Michigan  in  1844,  hestudied 
medicine  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
ArlK>r,  and  also  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr. 
Andrews,  of  Paw  Paw. 

Prior  to  beginning  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, Dr.  Sweet  engaged  in  teaching  in  Eaton  and 
Van  Buren  Counties  and  the  cities  of  Battle  Creek 
and  Kalamazoo.  He  opened  an  otBce  for  general 
practice  at  Mattawan,  Van  Buren  County,  in  1855, 
and  remained  there  about  four  years,  at  which 
time  he  removed  to  Keeler,  Van  Buren  County, 
and  was  a  general  practitioner  at  that  place  until 
1874.  He  has  now  retired  from  active  profes- 
sional work,  and  devotes  his  attention  to  a  gen- 
eral  insurance  business   at    Hartford,  this   Stale. 


For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  and  his  interest  in  educational  matters 
has  resulted  in  great  good  to  the  ctJmmunity,  as 
he  has  succeeded  in  elevating  the  standard  of 
scholarship  and  instruction.  At  present  he  is  fill- 
ing the  position  of  Clerk  of  his  township. 

In  1853  Dr.  Sweet  married  Miss  Mary  A. 
Adsitt,  who  was  born  in  New  York.  She  died 
during  the  infancy  of  our  subject,  and  Dr.  Sweet 
afterward  married  Miss  Rachel  E.  Fletcher,  who  is 
still  living.  Dr.  Sweet  had  three  cliildren  by  his 
fii-st  marriage;  Elliott,  deceased;  Mary  A.,  wife  of 
Elmer  Th.iyer,  of  Nebraska;  and  Charles  E.,  of 
this  sketch.  Politically,  the  father  was  in  former 
yeai-s  a  Democrat,  but  is  now  a  Republican.  He 
has  held  numerous  ofHcial  (>ositions,  including  the 
offices  of  School  Inspector,  Seliool  Examiner  and 
School  Superintendent,  having  always  taken  a 
peculiar  interest  in  educational  matters.  A  man 
of  strong  religious  convictions,  he  is  at  present  a 
Deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  The  pa- 
lernal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter 
by  ti-adc,  and  for  a  time  i-esided  in  Paw  Paw, 
Mich.,  but  removed  later  to  a  farm  near  Bangor, 
and  from  that  place  to  Benton,  Eaton  County, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1876. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  our  subject  ac- 
companied his  fatiier  from  Keeler  Township,  Van 
Buren  County,  to  Hartford,  Midi.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1884.  When  nineteen  years  old  he 
commenced  to  teach,  and  followed  that  profession 
in  the  schools  of  Keeler  and  Hartford  Townsliips, 
Van  Buren  County,  aho  in  Cass  County.  Alto- 
gether he  taught  fourteen  terms,  a  period  of  about 
six  years.  He  ceased  teaching  in  order  to  give 
liis  entire  attention  to  the  study  of  law,  which  he 
conducted  undei'  the  preceptorship  of  SpafFord 
Tryou,  of  Dowagiac.  He  pursued  his  studies  from 
January,  1884,  until  April,  1886,  when  he  was 
elected  City  Justice,  after  which  he  continued  to 
read  law  in  his  own  olHce  until  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar.  October  4,  1886.  Afterward  he  spent 
a  year  in  the  law  department  of  the  Univei-sity  of 
Michigan,  graduating  with  the  Class  of  '91,  and 
taking  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 

The  lady  who  in  1887  became  the  wife  of 
Charles    E.  Sweet   was    formerly    Miss    Grace    L, 
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Rouse.  Her  fatlior.  Dr.  Lyman  V.  Rouse,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  nnd  a  piominent  plijsicinn 
of  Uowagiac.  Mrs,  Sweet  was  boin  aii<l  reared  in 
Dowagiae,  and  is  an  accomplished  lady.  Slie 
takes  great  interest  in  painting,  for  which  slie  has 
a  natural  talent,  and  at  the  Dowagiac  Union  Fair 
last  aiitnmn  (lBi)2)  many  of  lier  pieces  were  on 
exhibition  and  received  first  premiums, being  uni- 
versally admired.  Mr.  and  Mre.  Sweet  have  one 
child,  Klizabeth.  They  have  an  elegant  residence 
on  the  corner  of  Courtland  and  Green  Streets, 
which  is  embellished  with  lovely  furnishings  and 
all  the  modern  conveniences. 

Politically,  Mr.  Sweet  is  a  Republican.  In  1892 
he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  is  still 
filling  that  piisition.  From  1887  until  1891  he 
served  as  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  and  he  is 
now  City  Attorney  at  Dowagiac,  liaving  filled 
that  oltice  for  three  terms,  lie  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  is  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter.  He  is 
alho  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
is  Prelate  of  the  lodge.  For  two  years  he  was 
Commander  of  the  Maccabees,  and  is  also  a  mem- 
lier  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  On 
numerous  occasions  he  has  lieen  delegate  to  State 
and  congressional  (conventions.  His  library  is 
one  of  the  linest  in  the  State,  nnd  he  is  continually 
adding  to  it.  He  has  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tic<!,  and  is  a  hard  man  lo  Hnd  at  leisure. 


^If^UUTON  JAKVIS.  Among  the  venerable 
\f^\  residents  of  Niles  Township  there  is  not 
«M)JI]  one  who  has  warmer  friends  or  is  more 
'^=*^  truly  honored  by  his  neighbors  than  lie 
whose  name  we  have  just  given.  His  long  life  of 
industry  and  usefulness, and  his  record  for  integ- 
rity and  trne-hearled  faitlifulness  in  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life,  have  given  him  a  hold  upon  the 
ctommunity  wliieli  all  might  well  desire  to  share, 

Mr.  Jarvis  claims  North  Carolina  as  liis  native 
State,  and  was  born  tn  Rowan  County  September 
6,  1816.  His  parents,  Zadock  and  Lucy  (Owings) 
Jarvis,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Mary- 


land respectively.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Za- 
dock Jarvis,  was  of  English  origin,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  ho  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  although 
nothing  definite  is  known.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  as  was  also  our  subject's 
maternal  grandfather,  Basil  Owings. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  1812 
or  1818,  and  later  moved  to  Indiana,  where  they 
rented  a  farm  in  Wayne  County.  In  1835  they 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  LaGrange Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  where  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  days,  the  father  dying  at  the  ageof  sixt^'- 
two,  and  the  mother  when  ninety-two  years  of 
age.  Of  t!ie  seven  children  born  to  their  union, 
four  were  sons  and  the  remainder  daughters,  and 
all  lived  to  mature  yeare.  Sarah,  wife  of  James 
Moore,  is  now  deceased;  Polly,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Sparkes;  Kdith,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Jonathan  Roe;  Burton  is  oursubject;  Nor- 
man resides  in  Dowagiac,  Mich,;  Benjamin  is  de- 
ceased; and  Zadock  is  now  residing  in   Dowagiac. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  but  eight  years 
of  age  when  he  went  to  Wayne  County,  Ind,,  and 
he  remained  there  for  ten  years.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich,,  and 
in  1836  he  found  Ins  way  into  llerrien  County, 
whore  he  worked  for  a  Mr.  GriHin.  clearing  land 
at  $10  i^er  acre.  After  working  for  two  months, 
he  wont  to  boating  on  the  St.  Joseph  River,  from 
South  Bend  and  Niies  to  the  Lakes,  and  followed 
this  until  about  1840.  The  same  year  he  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Sparks,  a  native  of  WayneCounty, 
Ind.,  and  sul)sequently  settled  in  Niles  Township 
on  section  12.  In  1842  iie  bought  an  eighty-acre 
farm,  unimproved,  and  on  this  erected  a  small  log 
cabin,  the  logs  of  which  he  cut  himtelf  from  bis 
land.  He  then  began  clearing  the  farm  of  the 
heavy  timber  with  whicli  it  was  covered, and  after 
years  of  hard  work  iie  was  rewarded,  for  he  had 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  To  the  orig- 
inal tract  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he 
owned  thi-ee  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  and  he  sold 
two  hundi-ed  acres  of  this  land  at  J 1 10  per  acre. 
He  has  much  of  the  latest  improved  machinery  for 
expediting  work,  and  although  he  is  getting  well 
along  in  years  he  still    does  much   work  himself. 

Mr.  Jarvis'  accumulations  have  been    the   reaull 
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of  yeare  of  hard  work  on  tlie  part  of  liiinself  and 
his  most  wortby  companion,  for  they  commenced 
with  little  or  nothing.  When  he  first  entered 
Michigan  he  liad  the  large  sum  of  twenty-five 
cents,  srad  he  first  hired  out  to  drive  cattle,  re- 
Ciiiving  three  shillings  per  diiy.  Many  times  he 
would  be  out  at  work  by  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  after  going  without  dinner  would  have  a 
late  supper.  He  remained  on  the  farm  where  he 
first  settled  until  1883,  and  then  moved  to  Bu- 
chanan, where  he  remained  for  two  years.  This 
was  while  lie  was  building  his  present  fine  resi- 
dence. In  1886  he  returned  to  the  farm  of  one 
hundi-ed  and  thirty  acres,  and  on  this  he  has  since 
resided,  although  he  rents  the  land,  Mr.  Jarvis 
and  wife  have  buried  five  eliildren.  Lucy  was  the 
wife  of  Frank  H,  Berrick,  and  died  when  about 
forty-four  years  of  age;  John  was  in  the  hardware 
business  in  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  died  when  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age;  Zed  died  when  about 
twenty-eigbt  years  of  age;  Matilda  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Ezra  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
All  were  born  on  section  12,  Niles  Township.  Mr. 
Jarvis  was  at  one  time  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but 
after  the  war  he  became  a  Republican,  and  still 
lat«r  a  Greenbacker,  being  the  latter  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 


'll^'REDERICK  SMITH.  Among  the  many 
NTS'  pi'ominent,  enterprising  and  sncccssfulciti- 
/Jl  zens  of  Cass  County  is  the  worthy  gentle- 

man whose  name  heads  this  sketcli.  His  life  of 
industry  and  usefulness,  and  Lis  record  for  integ- 
rity and  true-hearted  faithfulness  in  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life, have  given  him  a  hold  upon  the  com- 
munity which  all  might  well  desire  to  share.  A 
native  of  Hesse-Cassel.  Germany,  born  January 
15,  1837,  he  has  inherited  all  the  best  character- 
istics of  that  nationality. 

Mr.  Smith  was  the  eldest  of  five  children  born 
to  the  marriage  of  David  and  Gertrude  Smith, 
natives  of  Hesse-Cassel,  and  when  but  fifteen  years 


of  age,  with  his  sister,  look  passage  for  America. 
After  landing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  they  re- 
mained there  tor  some  time,  but  in  1852  our  sub- 
ject decided  to  go  West  He  came  as  far  West  as 
Detroit,  and,  after  working  in  a  brickj'ard  for  a 
month,  was  taken  sick  with  fever  and  ague,  and 
was  in  the  hospital  all  winter.  The  following 
spring  he  hired  out  to  a  farmer  for  $7  per  month, 
but  during  the  following  winter  he  received  but 
13  per  month.  He  remained  with  this  farmer  for 
two  years. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  parents  of  our  subject  de- 
cided to  cross  over  to  the  "land  of  the  free,"  and 
in  the  year  1853  they  took  passage  to  America. 
A  few  days  after  sailing  the  mother  was  taken 
sick  and  died,  and  when  within  one  mile  of  the 
Jersey  coast  the  vessel  was  wrecked  and  the  fa- 
ther and  the  youngest  son  lost.  One  son,  George 
W.,  was  saved,  and  now  resides  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
country  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  but,  being 
the  eldest  son,  he  was  obliged  to  assist  his  father 
to  make  a  living.  While  residing  in  Michigan, 
he  worked  for  the  farmers  around  Ypsilanti  until 
1857,  when  he  went  to  Conslantine,  tliat  State.  In 
the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Chandler  Home 
Guards,  and  after  they  disbanded  he  enlisted  in 
the  Sixth  Michigan  Light  Artillery  as  a  private 
under  Capt.  Andrews.  He  was  sent  to  Kentucky 
on  garrison  duty,  and  was  at  West  Point  six 
months.  He  particiijated  in  the  battle  of  Frank- 
fort, and  then  went  back  to  Louisville,  where  bis 
company  was  re-organized.  From  there  he  went 
to  Knoxville,  afterward  joined  Gen.  Sherman's 
army,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Resaca,  numerous 
skirmishes  and  the  battle  of  Atlanta.  He  was 
under  Gen,  Thomas  against  Hood  and  partici- 
pated in  the  liattle  ot  Nashville.  From  there  he 
was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C,  thence  to  Raleigh, 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bridges'  Cross 
Roads.  Then,  joining  Sherman  at  Greenville, 
he  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Johnson's 
army,  and  remained  there  until  sent  home,  re- 
ceiving his  discharge  in  July,  1865,  at  Jackson, 
this  State.  He  was  a  good  soldier  and  was  ever 
ready  for  duty. 

Kelurning  to  Constantine,  Mr.  Sniitii  remained 
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theie  for  some  lime  aii(1  then  came  to  Cass  Coun- 
ty, wliere  he  purchased  seventy-three  acres  of 
wild  timber-land.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sallie  M.  Pine,  a  native  of  Washte- 
naw County,  Mich.,  born  in  1839,  and  the  daugh- 
ter ot  A.  Pine,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
State.  After  marriage  tliey  settled  on  the  new 
farm  in  a  log  house,  and,  although  they  had  lit- 
tle to  start  with,  they  went  actively  to  work  and 
soon  gained  a  solid  footing.  From  time  to  time, 
as  his  means  allowed,  Mr.  Smith  added  to  the  orig- 
inal tract,  until  at  the  present  time  he  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  of  land,  with 
oue  hundred  and  twenty  acres  under  cultivation. 
lie  built  a  ^ooi,  substantial  residence  at  a  cost  of 
$1,500,  and  everything  about  his  place  indicates 
that  the  owner  is  n  man  of  energy  and  persever- 
ance. All  this  is  the  result  of  his  and  his  wife's 
untiring  energy,  for  during  the  early  part  of  their 
career  they  saw  little  rest. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  three  of  whom  are  living:  George  N.,  Nora 
V.  and  Fre'd  U.  All  have  had  good  educational 
advantages,  and  Nora  has  a  certificate  to  teach. 
In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democi'at.  He  is  a 
member  ot  the  Grand  Army  post  at  Decatur,  and 
is  recognized  by  one  and  all  as  one  of  the  coun- 
ty's best  citizens. 


^—^^—^ 


^M  NDRKW     ALDRICH.      Possessing     those 
^^Oi    qualities  of  industry  and  energy  which  are 
III  *    characteristic  of  the  people  of  New   York 
@P  State  birth,  no    worthy   reference  to   the 

agricultural  affairs  of  Cass  County  would  be  com- 
plete without  mention  of  Mr.  Aldrich,  among 
others  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  is  a  self- 
made  man  in  every  sense  of  that  much-abused 
term,  and  is  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  en- 
ergy and  foi-ce  ot  character,  no  agriculturist  of 
this  region  deserving  greater  success  in  the  con- 
duct and  management  of  his  farm  than  he. 

Mr.  Aldrich  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
November  3,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Bert  and  Hetoey 


A.  (I.indsey)  Aldrich,  also  natives  of  the  Erapii-e 
State.  The  paternal  grandfather's  name  van  also 
Bert.  Bert  Aldrich,  Jr.,  was  a  sailor  on  the  Lakes 
and  followed  that  calling  the  principal  part  of  his 
life.  He  was  married  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
to  Miss  Betsey  Lindsey,  who  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren: Stephen;  Andrew,  the  subject  of  this  sketeh; 
Minnie,  wife  of  James  Hammond;  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  For  many  yeara  the  parents  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
during  that  time  they  were  active  workers  in  the 
same  and  liberal  contributors  to  its  support.  In 
politics  Mr.  Aldrich  supported  the  measures  of  the 
Republican  party  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  its 
welfare.  He  brought  his  family  to  Michigan  in 
the  '60s,  and  located  in  Sanilac  County,  where  he 
resided  for  some  time.  His  deatli  occurred  in  1862. 
His  widow  was  married  to  James  H.  Moore  and  by 
this  union  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  son, 
Charles.  Slie  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home 
in  Missouri. 

From  this  brief  and  incomplete  review  of  the 
life  record  of  our  subject  it  will  be  seen  that  his 
life  from  earliest  youth  up  to  the  present  time  has 
not  been  uselessly  or  idly  spent.  He  is  well  and 
favorably  known  to  a  host  of  acquainlancesin  this 
community,  and  is  a  fair  example  of  what  can  bo 
accomplished  by  industry  and  perseverance.  At 
the  early  age  of  twelve  yeai-s  he  was  obliged  to 
begin  life  for  himself,  and  he  lirst  worked  out  by 
the  month  on  a  farm.  He  continued  this  for 
about  twelve  years  in  Michigan  and  having  saved 
up  some  ot  his  wages  he  bought  his  present  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres.  This 
he  has  improved  in  every  way  and  as  a  farmer  he 
ranks  second  to  none  in  the  township.  Every 
thing  about  his  place  proclaims  him  one  who  thor- 
oughly understands  his  business,  and  that  he  has 
made  a  success  of  his  chosen  calling  caiincit  be 
doubted  for  a  moment  when  a  glance  is  cast  over 
his  broad  acres. 

When  twenty-four  years  of  age  Andrew  Aldrich 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Dewey,  a  native  of  Cass 
County,  Mich,,  and  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Betsey  (Simpson")  Dewey.  Mr.  Dewey  was  an 
early  pioneer  of  Cass  County  and  Dewey  Lake  was 
named  after  his  father,  who  was  an  early  settler  in 
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this  part  of  the  county.  In  politics  our  subject  is 
a  Republican,  but  is  not  a  strict  party  man,  voting 
more  for  principle  tban  for  party.  Socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  the   Masonic  fraternity  of  Dowagiac. 


eAPT.  MUBWIN  C.  BARNES.  The  Arm  of 
Clock  &  Barnes  was  established  in  1888,  at 
St.  .losepli,  and  since  the  inception  of  the 
enterprise  they  have  enjoyed  a  steadily  increasing 
business  as  dealers  in  watches,  clocks,  jewelry,  dia- 
monds, etc.  Being  thoroughly  accurate  and  re- 
liable in  all  their  transactions  and  representations, 
they  possess  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  this 
section  of  Michigan,  and  to  those  desiring  to  pur- 
cliasc  jewelry  their  establishment  undoubtedly 
offers  superior  inducements. 

The  junior  member  of  this  firm,  Capl.  Tiarncs, 
is  ft  retired  steamboat  captain.  He  was  born  in 
Beverly,  Canada,  in  183!,  and  was  a  child  of  thi-ee 
years  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  Michigan. 
His  ancestors  were  of  Scotch-Irish  origin,  and  the 
family  settled  in  an  early  day  in  New  York  State, 
where  the  father  of  oursiibject,  Hiram  Barnes,  was 
born.  The  mother  was  known  in  maidenhood  as 
Jane  Lewis.  This  worthy  couple  are  now  de- 
ceased. 

Reared  from  infancy  in  Berrien  County,  Capt. 
Barnes  recalls  no  other  home  than  this.  He  was 
the  recipient  of  common-school  advantages  in  his 
youth,  but  his  time  was  principally  occupied  in 
the  various  duties  connected  wilh  rural  life.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two,  during  the  days  of  the  gold 
e:Kcit«nient,  he  was  seized  with  the  fGver,and  jour- 
neyed across  the  plains  to  California,  reachingthat 
Htate  after  a  tedious  and  uneventful  trip.  His 
principal  occupation  in  California  was  that  of 
farming,  in  which  he  engaged  successfully  until 
1856.  He  then  i-cturned  to  his  Michigan  homcand 
began  steamboating. 

Having  purchased  three  tugs,  Capt,  Barnes  lan 
these  in  partnership  with  ,lohn  Wallace,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Wallace  &  Barnes,  which  connection 
continued  sixteen  years.     In   1883  he  closed  out 


his  steamboat  business  and  established  adru^  store 
in  partnership  with  K.  S.  Curran,  continuing  thus 
engaged  for  eighteen  months.  In  1887,  in  com- 
pany with  Warren  Ballengee,  of  St.  Jtiseph,  he 
built  the  St.  Joseph  &  Benton  Harbor  Street  Rail- 
road, Mr,  Barnes  being  President  and  General 
Manager,  and  Mr.  Ballengee  filling  the  position  of 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  One  year  later  the  road 
was  sold  to  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Chicago.  The  next 
move  of  the  Captain  was  to  enter  into  the  jewelry 
business,  in  which  he  is  now  engaged. 

With  the  varied  enterprises  of  St.  Joseph,  Caiit. 
Barnes  is  interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
and  is  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  in  tiie  St. 
Joseph  Iron  Works.  While  he  is  not  anactive  par- 
tisan, yet  he  favoi-s  the  Democratic  party,  and  never 
fails  to  cast  his  ballot  for  its  candidates.  He  owns 
a  cozy  and  comfortably  furnished  house  on  State 
Street,  where  he  makes  his  homo.  His  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1873,  was  formerly  Miss 
Liza  Lightfoot,  and  their  home  is  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  tliree  children,  Delia,  KImcr  and 
LiUic. 


AMKS  SMITH,  a  leading  agriculturist  and 
extensive  land-holder  of  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  owns  a  magnificent  homestead  of 
^  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  located 
upon  section  24,  Berrien  Township,  and  has  been 
a  constant  resident  of  his  pi-esent  locality  and 
closely  identified  with  the  progressive  interests  of 
the  State  for  more  than  three-score  years.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Smith,  born  in  Doyle 
County,  Ky.,  in  1800,  journeyed  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio  when  only  seven  or  eight  years  of  age, 
and  settled    in    Preble    County,     Later  in  life  he 


became  a  farmer  in  Indiani 
father,  James  Smith,  was  a 
but  in  very  early  days  mj 
One  of  his  sons,  Robert, 
the  War  of    1812.     The  i 


.  The  paternal  grand- 
lativeof  Pennsylvania, 
,de  Kentucky  his  home, 
served  witli  courage  In 
lOther,  Martha  (Burke) 


Smith,  a  native  of  Giles  County,  Va.,  and  born  i 
1795,  was  the  daughter  of  John  Burke,  a  pioneer 
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settler  of  Oliio.  The  parents  married  in  the  Buek- 
eye  State  and  emigrated  to  Indiana,  later  remov- 
ing with  two  yoke  of  ox-teams  from  Union  Coun- 
ty, Ind,,  to  their  homestead  in  Michigan,  upon 
which  they  settled  permanently  in  the  fall  of  1830. 
The  land  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  tim- 
ber, through  which  the  Indians  roamed,  and  to 
which  there  was  then  no  road  from  the  highway. 
The  father  assisted  in  making  the  road  to  Berrien 
Springs.  He  had  hut  very  little  iMipital.  and  when 
he  had  purchased  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  unbroken  wilderness,  years  of  hard  work  faced 
hira. 

With  energy  and  courageous  resolution,  Isaac 
Smith  set  himself  to  work.  He  had,  to  assist  liim, 
an  ox-team  and  a  horse,  and  as  companions  of 
the  solitude  he  had  his  faithful  wife  and  three 
little  children.  His  fii-st  care  was  to  build  a  sub- 
stantial log  house,  which  the  family  made  their 
permanent  home.  In  time  he  cleared,  cultivated 
and  improved  the  furm,  one  of  the  landmarks  of 
pioneer  days.  The  mother  jiassed  away  in  1857, 
the  father  surviving  her  twenty-five  years.  They 
were  the  parenl*  of  five  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  only  one  now  living.  In  early  life 
a  Whig.  Isaac  Smith  later  became  a  stalwart  Repub- 
lican, and  was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  social, 
i-eligious  and  political  enterprises  of  his  locality. 
In  religious  belief  a  Presbyterian,  he  was  generous 
to  tlie  needy  and  a  kind  neighbor  in  hours  of 
suffering.  Knergetic,  self-reliant  and  industrious, 
he  was  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

Our  subject,  ,)amcs  Smith,  was  horn  November 
2.  1827.  m  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  came  to 
Michigan  when  a  little  lad  of  three  years.  Reared 
to  manhood  on  the  old  farm,  he  attended  the  log 
schoolhouse,  and  afterward  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
"instruction  in  a  select  school  in  Niles.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  began  life  for  himself, 
and  adopted  the  avocjation  of  his  father,  and  has 
continued  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  his  entire 
life. 

In  October,  18.53,  James  Smith  and  Malvina 
Babcock  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Smith  was 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Kendall)  Babcock, 
natives  of  Stephentown,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y. 


Mr.  and  Mi's.  Babcock  were  both  born  in  the  year 
1795.  John  Babcock  studied  law  under  Judge 
Mann,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  practiced  there  until  his 
death  in  1841.  Mi-s.  Babcock  survived  until  1876. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  eight 
of  whom  attained  to  adult  age,  six  yet  surviving. 
Two  sons  served  in  the  war.  H.  R.  was  with  the 
First  Michigan  Cavalry  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Civil  War  to  its  close.  Allan  K.,  of  the  Seventh 
Iowa,  was  killed  at  the  second  battle  of  Corinth. 
Mrs.  Smith  was  born  November  16,  1829,  in 
Steplientown,  and  attended  school  in  that  place 
until  thirteen  yeare  of  age,  when  she  went  to  Che- 
mung County.  In  1844,  arriving  in  Michigan, 
she  prepared  to  teach,  and  for  several  years  pre- 
sided in  various  schools  of  the  State,  and  was  so 
successful  as  an  instructor  that  her  services  were  in 
constant  demand.  The  father  was  very  active  in 
politics  and,  although  all  his  sons  were  Republicans, 
Mr.  Babcock  remained  a  strong  Democrat  and 
with  honor  held  many  town  oflices.  In  faitli,  he 
and  his  family  were  Episcopalians.  The  mother 
joined  her  children  in  Michigan  in  1853. 

Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Smith  were  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children,  three  of  whom  yet  survive. 
Martha  is  the  eidest-born;  Mary,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  H.  G.  Corell,  and  left  one  child,  Anna 
Ciaudine;  Dr.  Ethan  H.  practices  medicine,  in 
Santa  Clara,  Cal.;  Charlie  R.  is  the  youngest-born. 
The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Free-Will  Bajitist  Church,  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  Sunday-school  and  is  known 
as  a  woman  of  high  principles  and  earnest  cliarac- 
ter.  Mr.  Smith  has  also  taught  in  the  Sunday- 
school  for  fourteen  years  and  has  had  a  class  av- 
erage of  twenty  scholars.  He  has  likewise  served 
as  Treasurer.  Miss  Martha  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Sunday-school  and  has  also  been  Secretary  of  the 
Pokagon  Township  Sunday-school  Association  for 
eleven  years.  The  parents  and  their  daughter  and 
sons  occupy  social  positions  of  usefulness  and  in- 
fluence and  have  a  host  of  friends.  The  daughtci-s, 
graduating  from  the  Niles  High  School,  were  both 
proficient  in  music  and  enjoyed  extended  advan- 
tage for  a  thorough  education  and  the  study  of 
art  and  music.  The  eldest  son,  Dr.  Ethan  II,, 
was  a  student  in   the  classical   course  at  the  llni- 
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versity  of  Ann  Arhor  and  also  entered  the  med- 
ical department,  and  graduated  from  Believue 
Medical  Hospital  College  in  1889.  For  forty 
yeara  our  suhject  has  been  fraternally  connected 
witli  the  lodge  of  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons 
of  Berrien  Springs.  A  Repnblican  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  party,  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
local  and  national  issues  and  has  frequently  served 
his  party  with  ability  as  a  delegate  to  conventions, 
but  has  never  desired  nomination  for  ottice,  al- 
though frequently  solicited  to  allow  the  use  of  his 
name  as  a  candidate.  Financially  prospered,  Mr, 
Smith  owDS  eight  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land, 
and  upon  his  IJnely  improved  homestead  profitably 
conducts  general  farming,  and  raises  some  of  the 
best  stock  (principally  horses)  liandled  in  the 
county.  A  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  superior 
business  attainments,  our  subject  commands  the 
high  regard  of  all  his  fellow- townsmen  and  of  his 
wide  acquaintance  thronghout  the  State. 


^C^ORRIS  A.  UVENGOOD.  No  State  in  the 
III  )))  ''"■''y'''o"''  gives  greater  encouragement  to 
Ijy^fe  a  man  who  desires  to  devote  liiiuself  to 
agncultuial  life  than  does  Michigan.  Itsresources 
are  almost  inexhaustible  and  its  climate  adapted  to 
the  cultivation  of  various  crops.  Asafruit-grow- 
iug  country  it  is  unexcelled,  and  for  raising  grain 
and  slock  it  is  truly  notable.  Our  subject  is  one 
who  has  found  success  in  this  line  of  agriculture, 
and  although  young  in  years  he  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most farmere  in  his  locality.  He  was  born  near 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  in  1860,  und  was  the  only  child 
resulting  from  the  marriage  of  Peter  H.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Austin)  Livengood,  natives  also  of  Oliio, 
and  of  German  and  English  descent  i-espectivoly. 
The  father  now  resides  in  Stevensville,  this  county, 
where  he  located  in  1884,  and  is  actively  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Norris  A.  Livengood  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
pai-ents  when  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  but 
previous  to  that  had  been  a  resident  of  Indiana, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.     For  some  time 


he  attended  the  State  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso, 
Ind.,  and  there  laid  the  foundation  for  his  subse- 
quent prosperous  career.  After  coming  to  Michi- 
gan he  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father,  and  as 
he  inherited  the  progress  and  push  of  his  English 
ancestors,  as  well  as  the  indomitable  energy  and 
industry  of  the  Teutonic  element,  his  success  was 
assured  from  the  first.  In  1882  he  w.as  married 
to  Miss  Anna  Louisa  Myers,  a  daughter  ol  Philip 
H.  Myers,  who  was  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of . 
Berrien  County. 

Mr.  Myers  was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to 
America  in  1858,  landing  in  this  country  with  lim- 
ited means.  He  came  immediately  to  lierrien 
County,  Mich.,  and  being  thrifty  and  industrious, 
he  began  to  accumulate  property.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1890,  he  was  one  of 
the  largest  tax-payers,  if  not  the  largest  tax-payer, 
in  the  county,  all  the  result  of  his  industry  and 
pe severance.  lieing  a  gentleman  of  reserved 
habits,  he  mixed  but  little  with  the  general  puiilic, 
although  in  early  life  he  took  quite  a  deep  inter- 
est in  all  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
county.  Being  almost  too  old  for  service,  he  did 
not  participate  in  the  Civil  War.  In  1890  he  re- 
turned to  visit  the  Fatherland,  remaining  therefor 
sis  months,  but  the  love  for  his  adopted  country 
called  him  back.  He  was  taken  sick  on  his  return 
trip  and  died  in  the  city  of  New  York.  His  re- 
mains were  shipped  to  his  sorrowing  family  and 
interred  in  Hinman  Cemetery,  in  this  township. 

His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine 
Knoose,  was  also  a  native  of  Germany.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Myers  were  the  parents  of  nineehildren,four 
of  whom  died  when  small.  Of  those  living,  the 
eldest  is  Mary,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Albeit  Hen- 
drix;  Margaret  Iwcame  the  wife  of  Henry  Schulcr; 
Elizabeth,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Conrad  Young; 
Philip  .).  is  next  in  order;  and  Anna  Louisa  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject. 

At  the  time  of  his  deatli  Mr.  Myers  was  the  owner 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  had  a  splendid  residence,  substantial  outbuild- 
ings, etc.,  and  a  glance  over  his  broad  acres  would 
tell  one  the  kind  of  farmer  that  be  was.  In  con- 
nection  with  farming  he  was  also  actively  engaged 
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in  stock-raising,  in  which  lie  was  very  siiceessful. 
Foi'  many  ycai's  he  was  a  prominent  member  of 
lA^\l(!  Lodge  No.  143,  ].  0.  0.  F.,of  Bridgman,and 
was  Imried  witli  pvoiwr  ceremonies  by  that  order. 
He  was  a  riieinltcr  of  the  Kvangelical  Chureli,  or 
<>erman  Mc-tliodi^t,  and  liis  wife  holds  membership 
in  the  same  at  the  present  time.  She  isnow  inher 
sixty-ninth  year,  and  is  a  most  worthy  and  es- 
teemed lady. 

To  Mr.  and  Mis.  Livcngood  have  been  born  four 
ehiidron:  Philip  M.,  Walter  B.  II.,  Millard  M.  A. 
and  Knima  C.  Mr.  Livengood  is  a  member  of 
Uke  Lodge  No.  143.  I.  O,  ().  F.,  nnri  has  filled  all 
the  ehaii-s  of  his  lodge.  He  is  guardian  for  his 
children,  who  are  the  heirs  of  the  Myers'  estate. 


l>\Unil'  KKI'IIAUT,  M.  D.,  late  of  Berrien 

Springs,  was  born  in  Carroll  Connty,  Md., 
on  the  30th  of  January,  1807.  He  was 
the  son  of  David  Kephnrt.  an  early  settler 
of  MniiKiid,  of  German  descent,  and  a  man  of 
sterling  virtues  and  indomitable  energy,  who  lived 
and  died  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Margaret,  daughter  of 
I'lillip  Reister,  of  lieisterstown,  Md.,  and  of  direct 
German  exti-action.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
enjoyed  excellent  opportunities  for  acquiring  an 
education,  advantages  far  sui>erior  to  those  of  the 
majority  of  boys  in  that  day.  He  studied  for  some 
time  in  a  private  school  and  later  entered  Garrison 
Forest  Academy,  where  he  conducted  his  litei-ary 
studies  for  some  time. 

Having  chosen  the  profession  of  a  physician, 
our  subject  entered  the  Baltimore  Medical  College 
and  pursued  his  studies  there  until  bis  graduation 
in  1833.  After  practicing  in  Baltimore  forashort 
time,  he  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  subsequently 
became  a  general  practitioner  in  Somei-set  County, 
Pa.  Willie  thei-e  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
a  young  lady  named  Susan  Kimmel,  who  was 
attending  school  in  Soniei-set.  As  she  l>ecame  his 
wife  on  the  2d  of  September,  1840,  some  mention 


of  her  parentage  and  life  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers. 

Born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  in  1822,  Susan 
Kimnicl  was  a  child  of  eleven  years  when,  in  1833, 
she  accompanied  her  parents,  George  and  Mary 
(Lobengire)  Kimmcl,  to  the  new  home  in  Michi- 
gan. Mr.  Kiinmel  had  coinc  to  this  Slate  as  early 
as  1829,  and  pre  empted  land,  entering  ten  thou- 
sand acres  in  what  is  now  Oronoko  Township. 
Thither  he  brought  his  family  and  established  a 
home  in  the  unsettled  part  of  the  State,  clearing 
the  laud  and  devoting  his  energies  to  the  tilling 
of  the  soil.  Desirous  of  giving  his  daughter  better 
advantages  than  were  afforded  in  that  newly-set- 
tled country,  he  sent  her  back  to  the  old  Pennsyl- 
vania home  to  attend  the  school  thera. 

After  the  Doctor's  marriage  he  carried  on  a  gen- 
eral practice  in  SomersetCounty,  Pa.,  forone  year, 
and  thence  came  to  Berrien  Springs,  Mich.,  where 
he  remained  until  death  terminated  liis  career. 
He  was  actively  identified  with  the  pi-ogress  of  this 
village  and  conti'ibuted  to  its  material  advance- 
ment. His  death  occurred  on  the  23d  of  Septem- 
l;>er,  1880,  at  which  time  it  was  recognized  that  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  skillful  physician  and  ut>- 
riglit  man  had  been  removed  from  the  community, 
and  his  fellow-citizens  joined  with  the  immediate 
relatives  In  mourning  his  loss.  lie  had  been  ac- 
tively interested  in  the  organ iiiat ion  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  was  one  of  its  firm  upholdei-s 
to  the  daj-  of  his  death. 


.-^Hl^^-^ 


\ll^  UGH  S.  GARRETT.  No  better  citizens 
Wf^i-  liave  come  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  than 
i^k^'  those  who  emigrated  from  the  green  isle 
l^j  of  Erin,  and  who  brought  with  them  as 
their  inheritance  the  traits  of  character  and  life 
which  have  ever  distinguished  the  race.  Among 
these,  we  find  in  Silver  Creek  Township  Mr.  Gar- 
rett, who  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  in 
1825,  and  who  is  a  son  of  James  and  S.irah 
(Stewart)  Garrett.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Gar- 
rett, was  born  in  the  same  part  of  Ireland  as  our 
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bjt'ct,  aEd  became    the  ownei"  of  an    extensive 
Tlie  latter  passed  his  entire  life  in  hisnativt 


arried  tliere,  and  there  reared  his 
children,  as  follows:  Hugh,  John, 
(fatlier  of  our  subject),  Daniel, 
.     His    wife's    maiden    name    was 


country,  ws 
family  of  se 
William,  Jf 
Mary  and  . 
Eleanor  Orr. 

All  the  children  mentioned  above  came  to  Amer- 
ica, except  the  father  of  our  subject  and  two  sis- 
ters. James  Garrett  was  reared  to  manhood  by  an 
uncle,  and  was  early  taught  tlie  duties  of  farm  life, 
lie  also  learned  milling,  and  followed  that  in  liis 
native  country  up  to  the  time  of  his  dcatli,  which 
occurred  in  1828.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  a  worthy  citizen.  He  married 
Miss  Sarali  Stewart,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  tlicm:  Jane,  deceased,  who  waa  the  wife  of  James 
Ellison;  Mary,  deceased,  and  Hugh  S.,  our  subject. 
After  the  death  of  hei  husband,  Mrs  Garrett  took 
for  her  second  husband  Jamea  kinning,  and  re- 
mained in  Ireland  until  hei  deith 

The  original  of  oui  sketch  was  but  twenty  years 
o(  age  when  his  motbei  died  At  an  early  age  he 
began  working  for  hunstlf,  and  as  he  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  witii 
all  its  duties  at  an  early  age.  In  1S48  he  came  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  the  Empire  State, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  He  worked  out  by 
the  month  during  tliis  time,  and  then  went  to 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  where  for  two  years 
he  worked  out  by  the  month  and  rented  land. 
From  there  he  went  to  Franklin  County,  Ind.,  and 
was  married  in  1858  to  Miss  Jane  Ellison, a  native 
of  Ireland,  as  were  also  her  parents,  Michael  and 
Mary  Ellison.  Two  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  William  J.,  who  married  Miss  Ada  Moore; 
and  Michael  S.,  the  husband  of  Miss  Edith  Bed- 
ford. 

Mr.  Garrett  rented  land  in  Indiana  until  1859, 
when  he  decided  that  Michigan  was  a  State  of 
great  promise,  and  removed  within  its  borders. 
With  some  assistance  from  his  father-in-law,  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  and  this  he  has  added 
to  occasionally,  until  he  now  has  two  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land,  most  of  which  is  improved. 
Born  on  a  farm,  he  necessarily  grew  up  with  a 
better  knowledge  of  agricultural  affairs  than  one 


who  is  not  so  reared,  and,  as  a  consequence,  has 
made  a  success  of  his  calling.  He  and  bis  worthy 
companion  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopa  I 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  supports  tlie  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  His  mother  was  fourth 
in  order  of  birth  of  the  following  children:  Hugh, 
M.D.,  a  surgeon  on  board  a  man-of-war  in  England; 
Alexander,  who  became  a  farmer;  Andrew,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  came  to  the  United  States  with 
his  family,  where  he  died;  Sarah,  our  subject's 
mother;  Margaret;  Mary:  Jane;  and  Ann. 


^^IIOMAS  DIGNAN,  who  departed  this  life 
i/^^   mourned  and    respected   by  all  who  knew 

^^/  him,  Decemiier  24,  1872,  was  an  early  set- 
tier  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.  He  was  a  nativeof 
Roscommon.  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  the  year 
1811.  The  youth  and  childhood  of  our  subject 
were  passed  on  a  farm,  and  he  attained  to  man- 
hood in  the  land  of  his  birth.  Finally,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother,  Frank  Dignau,  he  emigrated 
to  America  and  arrived  safe  and  happy  in  the  land 
of  promise.  Willing  to  work  at  any  honest  em- 
ployment their  liands  could  find  to  do,  the  brothel's 
first  labored  in  railroad  construction  work.  Thomas 
Dignan  had  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  and  was  well  informed  upon 
the  topics  of  the  day.  Observing  and  intelligent, 
he  steadily  made  his  way  upward,  and  soon  began 
to  realize  the  comforts  attainable  by  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  frugality. 

Our  subject  was  married  February  28,  1865,  to 
Miss  Anna  Hastings,  born  in  County  Limerick, 
Ireland,  February  14,  1837.  Mi's.  Dignan  was  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Catherine  (Murphy)  Hast- 
ings, both  natives  of  the  Emeralil  Isle.  In  1863, 
she  came  in  company  with  her  parents  and  otiier 
members  of  her  family  to  the  United  States.  The 
passage  across  the  broad  Atlantic  was  speedy.  Em- 
barking at  Qucenstown  upon  a  steamer,  they 
were  only  eleven  days  reaching  Castle  Garden, 
N.  Y.  Remaining  but  a  brief  time  in  the  metrop- 
olis of   the  Empire  State,  the  father,  mother  and 
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their  eliilttren  were  soon  on  tlieir  waj'  to  t lie  West. 
Tlieir  iminediaUi  dcsLinatioii  was  Niles,  Berrien 
County.  Mi(!b.,  aod  in  tliis  locality  the  parents 
after  some  length  of  time  passed  peacefully  away. 
After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  ]>ignan  settled 
on  a  I'arm  in  the  village  of  ISerlrand,  and  there  our 
subject  sneccs^fulty  devoted  himself  to  the  pur- 
suits of  agricultui-e. 

Six  children  brought  joy  and  gladness  into  the 
comfortable  home.  Lizzie,  tlie  eldest,  who  received 
SHjjerior  edticfttional  tiiiining  and  thoi'OUglily  pre- 
l>ai'i;d  herself  for  a  teacher,  is  now  following  her 
chosen  vocation;  James,  Frank  and  Catlierine  are 
iilso  Hpared  to  cheer  llieir  mother's  home.  Two 
cliildren  iire  deceased.  Utir  subject  was  a  devout 
inenil>er  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and,  true  to  its 
religious  precepts,  was  in  the  daily  business  of  life 
upright  luid  earnest.  Itelieving  in  the  "  I'arty  of 
the  People,"  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  interested 
in  local  and  national  issnes.  In  his  death  Iterrien 
County  lost  one  of  its  houesi  and  most  substantial 
Irish-A meric-ui  citizens.  His  widow  remains  on 
the  lioinc  fsirm  and  owns  seventy  acres  of  finelj' 
improved  land.  Like  her  husbaud,  she  iind  the 
family  are  worthy  members  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Chui-ch.  ller  life  has  been  an  unvarying  round 
of  useful  industry,  and  in  the  advancing  evening 
of  her  days  she  can  with  pleasure  recall  the  mem- 
ories of  the  past. 


■«^^  :^  I  ^  S^^SP"^ 


|^^\ANNiNG  E.  ROGERS,  an  enterprising 
II  \\\  business  man  and  successful  farmer  of  Cass 
Jf  tS  County,  Mich.,  was  born  in  Ontwa  Town- 
*  ship,  upon   the   old    homestead  where   he 

now  resides,  April  27,  1857.  His  parents  were 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Manning) Rogers.  T lie  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Rogers,  named  in  honor 
of  his  father,  John  Rogers,  was  a  man  of  resolute 
character  and  sterling  integrity,  lie  was  a  long- 
time resident  of  the  Empire  State,  where  he  was 
widely  known  and  highly  respected.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  George  Rogers,  was  a  native  of 
Palmyra,    Wayne    County,    N.    V,     He  was  boru 


June  7,  1829,  and  was  reared  and  attained  to  man- 
iLOod  in  his  early  home.  In  1852  he  located  in 
Michigan,  and  for  one  year  clerked  in  Coldwater. 
lie  tlien  spent  one  year  in  the  post-office  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind.  He  purchased  in  1853afarm  in  Mason 
Township,  Cass  County,  upon  section  12,  the  home- 
stead containing  one  hundred  and  fifty-flvc  acres, 
to  which  he  removed  in  the  succeeding  year.  He 
improved  this  land,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
December  28,  1879,  owned  over  two  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  farming  property.  He  gave  consider- 
able attention  to  insurance,  and  was  one  of  the 
largest  shippers  of  fruit  in  the  State.  He  pur- 
chased  land  in  several  States,  and  was  an  extensive 
dealer  in  agricultural  implements,  and  was  re- 
garded as  a  liberal  man,  of  energy  and  public 
spirit. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Elias  and 
Sarah  (Frost)  Manning.  The  maternal  great- 
grandfather, John  Manning,  was  the  son  of  James 
Manning,  who  came  from  England  to  America  in 
early  days.  John  Manning  was  born  in  ?:;nglaiid, 
and  with  his  brother  Edwin  made  his  home  in  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  He 
was  by  trade  a  millwright  and  ran  one  of  the  first 
nulls  built  in  the  liiLckeye  Stale.  He  removed 
later  to  Piqna,  and  laid  out  the  city.  He  built  the 
fli-st  mill  erected  there.  In  religious  belief,  this 
ancestor  of  our  subject  was  a  Univorsalisl,  He 
passed  away  in  Piqna  after  a  long  and  useful  life. 
He  married  four  times.  His  first  wife  was  Kai-ali, 
whoborehiin  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  H,  Eliza- 
beth was  the  second  wife.  The  third  wife  was  the 
mother  of  eight  sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
fourth  wife  Jaecame  the  mother  of  one  daughter. 
Elias  Manning,  the  matenial  grandfather  of  Mr, 
Rogers,  was  the  fii-st  white  child  born  in  Piqna,  Ohio, 
the  day  of  his  nativity  being  May  22,  1800.  He 
was  one  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  survived 
to  adnit  age.  The  sons  were:  John,  Enos,  Ed- 
ward, Amos,  Nathaniel,  Benjamin  Jind  Elias.  The 
daughtei-s:  Sarah,  Nancy  and  Margaret,  Three  of 
the  sons  were  present  at  the  surrender  of  Hull. 
having  patriotically  participated  in  the  struggles 
of  tiie  Revolution. 

Elias   Manning   was  a   millwright,  and  in  1833 
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journeyed  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  wliert  he  built  a  mill 
and  boated,  floftting  down  the  Elkhart  River  and 
by  lake  to  Bufialo.  He  lived  in  Elkliart  until  the 
lime  of  his  death,  which  occurred  January  15, 
1847.  He  was  a  Whig  in  polities,  and  in  rciig- 
iuus  bt'lieE  a  Universalist.  His  wife  was  Miss  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  Frost,  Mrs.  Manning 
iwssed  away  in  November,  1872.  Slie  was  born 
May  3,  1806,  and  spent  a  life  of  usefulness.  She 
was  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom 
survived  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  These 
sons  and  daughters  were:  Oohn,  William,  Oliver, 
Eiizabeth,  Mary  (deceased  at  eleven  years  of  age), 
Susan,  Ebenezer,  Nancj',  Margaret,  and  three  lit- 
tle ones  who  died  in  infancy.  Dr.  Frost  came  from 
North  Carolina  and  was  a  soldier  of  1812.  He  re- 
sided near  Piqua  and  actively  participated  in  pio- 
neer experiences.  The  maternal  great-grand- 
mother, Mrs,  William  Frost,  was  Elizabeth  Reed, 
a  daughter  of  James  Beed,  who  served  bravely  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  removed  from 
North  Carolina  to  Ohio,  between  179.'j  and  1800. 
The  pleasant  home  of  the  father  and  mother  of  our 
subject  was  blessed  with  the  presence  of  two  sons, 
Manning  E.  and  Charles.  The  latter  was  born 
September  28,  1862.  He  was  married  in  Milton 
Township,  where  lie  follows  the  occupation  of 
farming.  His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  House- 
worth,  of  Mason  Township,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Minnie,  George  and  John. 

Manning  E.  Rogers,  born  and  reared  where  he 
now  resides,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  home  locality,  and  received  a  course  of  in- 
struction in  the  institutions  of  Aurora,  III.,  and 
Valparaiso,  Ind.  He  now  has  charge  of  the  in- 
surance business  formerly  managed  by  liis  fa- 
ther, and  in  1887  bought  the  store  building  in 
Adamsvillc,  and  conducts  a  general  business,  hand- 
ling a  variety  of  merchandise  and  buying  pro- 
duce. Mr.  Rogei-8  and  his  wife  were  united  in 
marriage  October  1,  1854.  Mrs.  Rogers  is  a  na- 
tive of  Piqua,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Elias 
and  Sarah  Manning.  She  is  a  most  estimable  lady, 
a  n. ember  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  widely 
known  and  esteemed.  Mr.  Rogers  is  in  political 
affiliation  a  sturdy  Democrat  and  interested  in 
local  and  national  issues.     He  is  a  valued  member 


of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  one  of  the  important  factoi-s  in  the  social  and 
business  enterprises  of  Cass  County.  Possessing 
excellent  business  attainments,  he  has  achieved 
success  and  is  numbered  amongthe  prosperous  and 
substantial  citizens  of  Ontwa  Township, 


SIMON  S.  BERG.  The  advancement  of  our 
country  along  the  lines  of  commercial  and 
agricultural  development  is  due  to  no 
small  extent  to  the  perseverance  and  en- 
terprise of  emigrants  from  other  lands,  who 
have  crossed  the  ocean  and  established  homes  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States.  Germany  has 
furnished  her  quota  of  enterprising  and  ambitious 
emigrants,  who  have  become  worthy  citizens  of 
this  great  Kepublic  and  aided  in  developing  its 
interests.  Among  the  number  may  be  mentioned 
Mr.  Berg,  for  many  years  a  prominent  resident  of 
St.  Joseph,  but  now  deceased. 

A  native  of  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
Mr.  Berg  was  born  in  1823,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  tiie  Fatherland. 
His  parents.  Christian  and  Margaret  Berg,  were  also 
natives  of  Germany,  where  tliej'  spent  their  lives. 
In  184L  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
landed  in  New  York,  whence  he  went  to  Chicago, 
and  there  remained  for  some  time,  engaging  at 
his  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  be  had  learned  in 
Germany.  Later  he  commenced  to  work  as  a  con- 
ti'actor  and  builder  in  Chicago,  and  conducted  an 
extensive  trade  in  that  line  until  1860,  when  he 
came  to  St.  Joseph.  Here,  as  in  Chicago,  he 
worked  at  carpentering. 

Some  years  after  coming  to  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Berg 
embarked  in  business  as  a  fruitrgrower,  and  car- 
,  ried  on  a  large  trade  until  bis  death,  December  28, 
1883.  As  a  business  man,  he  poi^essed  decision  of 
character  and  force  of  will.  As  a  friend  he  was 
thoughtful,  as  a  neighbor  obliging,  as  a  husband 
devoted,  and  as  a  father  affectionate  and  sympa- 
thetic.    In  politics,  he  favored  the  principles  of 
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the  Democratic  |)aity,  and  usually  voted  that 
ticket,  especiftli.v  in  the  national  elections.  His 
nature  was  generous  and  confiding,  and  wlitle 
tliese  qualities  doubtless  c^iused  liim  to  make  some 
mistakes,  yet  they  always  won  for  him  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community.  Strength  of  will  was 
one  of  his  prominent  traits,  and  it  enabled  him  to 
overcome  ditficulties  in  busiuess  that  would  have 
appalled  other  men. 

In  1850  Mr.  Berg  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  M.  Jolins,  a  native  of  Prussia,  fier- 
manj',  and  the  daughter  of  Ludwig  and  Anna  M. 
(Weckler)  Johns,  of  Germany.  This  union  i-e- 
sulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living,  John  being  deceased.  The  surviving 
niembei's  of  the  family  are  as  follows:  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Charles  Miller,  of  St.  Joseph;  Elizabeth  M., 
who  is  at  home;  Katherine;  Kllen,  who  married  L. 
A.  a.  Williams,  and  resides  in  Chicago;  Anna  M. 
and  Marguerite.  In  their  religious  connections 
Mrs.  Berg  and  all  the  children  are  identified  witli 
the  Catholic  Chureh,  of  which  Mr.  Berg  was  also  a 
member.  In  church  life,  from  the  time  of  his 
coning  to  St.  Joseph  to  the  day  of  his  death,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  members  of  the 
congregation, and  his  benefactions  were  unstinted. 


■m~t- 


5)^" 


^^^AMIJEL  INGLING.  The  United  States 
^^fi^  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  can  never  lie 
Ifi/^  repaid  to  those  valiant  defendei'S  of  the 
Old  Flag,  who  proudly  enlisted  under  its 
banner  and,  marching  into  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  heroically  braved  perils,  seen  and  unseen. 
Many  of  those  valiant  soldiers  have  passed  from 
the  Scenes  of  earth  and  have  entered  upon  their 
final  rest.  Some,  however,still  survive,  and  among 
that  number  prominent  mention  belongs  to  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  now  resides  in  Do- 
Born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  July  21,  1829, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  William  Ingling,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Michigan,  who  came  here  in 
1847.     Grandfather    Samuel    Ingling   served    in 

;)3 


the  Rovolutionarj'  War,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
at  the  blockade  of  the  Delaware  River  by  the 
British.  William  Ingling  was  horn  in  Burling- 
ton, N.  J.,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Conroe.  Soon  after  that  important  event  he  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia,  where  he  resided  for  about 
tv,'elve  yeai-s.  In  1824  he  removed  to  Stark  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  he  bought  land  and  became  iden- 
tified with  the  pioneer  history  of  that  county.  In 
1838  he  removed  to  Delaware  County,  the  same 
State,  where  he  resided  for  two  years.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Logan  County,  and  followed  farm- 
ing pursuits  there  until  1847. 

During  that  year  Mr.  Ingling  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Calvin  ■  Township,  Cass  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  carpenter  work.  He  died  in 
that  township  in  1858;  his  widow  survived  him  a 
few  years,  passing  uway  in  1861.  They  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  nine  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Klias  died  August 
28,  1872.  Those  living  are  Letitia,  Mrs.  Gries- 
emer,a  widow;  William,  a  resident  of  Denver,  Colo.; 
Sarah,  the  widow  of  John  Parker  and  a  resident 
ot  Dowagiac;  Keziah,  tlie  widow  of  J.  McComber; 
Elizabetli,  the  wife  of  David  Parker,  of  Calhoun 
County,  Iowa;  and  Samuel,  of  this  sketch. 

In  Stark  County,  Ohio,  our  subject  passed  his 
early  cliildhood  yeare.  When  about  eight  years  old 
he  removed  to  Delaware  County,  and  later  to  Lo- 
gan County,  Ohio,  whence  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  came  to  Michigan.  Here  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  two  years  to  the  trade  of  a  miller,  and 
at  tlie  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  At  the  time  the  war  broke 
out  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  but  his 
patriotic  impulses  were  so  strong  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  lay  aside  the  pursuits  of  peace  for  the 
weapons  of  warfare.  On  the  1st  of  September, 
18fi2,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  I, 
First  United  States  Sharpshooters.  The  regiment 
being  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  he  was  trans- 
feri-ed  on  the  1st  of  January,  1866,  to  Company 
I,  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  with  which"  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

April  5,  1862,  Mr.  Ingling  was  awarded  the  sil- 
ver prize  for  making  the  best  test  sharpshooling 
ill  the  regiment,  and  on   the  same   day  he  carried 
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off  tbe  gold  prize,  whicli  ho  won  for  being  the 
best  shari>shooter  in  his  brigade.  Far  and  wide 
throughout  his  regiment  and  brigade,  as  well  as 
in  the  main  army  itself,  he  was  known  for  bis  un- 
erring marksmanship,  and  he  gained  distinction 
even  among  his  superior  offluers.  At  tlie  battle 
of  the  Wilderness  a  ball  struck  the  silver  medal 
which  he  carried  in  his  fob,  and,  glancing  aside, 
left  him  uninjured,  so  that  the  medal,  in  addition 
to  being  a  great  honor,  was  probably  the  means  of 


.ving  \ 


s  life. 


At  the  battle  of  tlie  Wilderness  Mr.  ]ngiing  was 
wounded,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1864,  and  was  taken 
to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  until  able  to 
rejoin  his  i-egiment.  Among  the  other  promi- 
nent en  gage  mentis  in  which  iie  participated  may 
be  mentioned  those  of  Spotlsylvania,  Fredericks- 
burg. North  Anna  River,  Cold  Harbor  and  the 
siege  of  Petersburg.  At  Strawberry  Plain,  August 
17,  he  was  wounded  by  a  ball,  which  struck  the 
sciatic  nerve.  He  participated  in  thirty-one  bat- 
tles of  the  war  and  was  always  in  the  front  He 
was  a  member  of  Rerdan's  sharpshooters,  and  had 
many  thrilling  experiences  in  war  times. 

While  detailed  on  picket  duty  at  Cold  Har- 
bor,  Mr.  Ingling  suffered  intensely  from  thirst  and 
inqnired  of  the  Corporal,  "Is  there  any  water  here 
that  we  can  get?"  The  Corporal  replied,  "Yes, 
just  outside  of  the  lines  there  is  a  spring."  Tak- 
ing his  canteen  and  his  gun,  Mr.  Ingling  started 
down  the  incline.  Glancing  over  his  shoulder, 
he  saw  a  rebel  vedette  standing  at  an  "order  arms." 
He  put  on  a  bold  front,  and,  walking  up  to  the 
man,  said,  "Hello,  Johnny,  who  are  you?"  "I 
am  a  vedette,"  was  the  reply.  "And  who  are 
you?"  "I  am  a  soldier  of  Berdan's  sharpshooters." 
They  then  went  to  the  spring,  where  they  had  a 
social  chat  and  then  took  their  departure. 

Upon  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Ingling  lo- 
cated in  Dowagiac  and  was  lii'st  a  clerk,  and  later 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for  about  five 
years.  .Inne  21,  1854,  he  married  Miss  Jane  D. 
Stanard.  who  was  the  daughter  of  Ezra  >Stanard. 
She  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.Y.,  and 
came  to  Micltigan  about  1845.  Politically,  Mr, 
Ingling  is  a  Republican,  and  has  represented  tlie 
Thii'l  Ward  us  Alderman  of  tlie  city  for  a  period 


of  two  years.  Socially,  he  is  r  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Christian  Church  and  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  religious  matters.  As  a  slight  compensa- 
tion for  his  services  during  the  war,  ho  is  the  re- 
cipient of  a  (wnsion  from  the  Government.  For 
the  past  three  years  he  lias  been  confined  to  the 
house  from  the  effects  of  injuries  received  in  the 
service. 

Tlie  following  incident,  which  occurred  at  the 
Soldiers'  Reunion  lield  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  in 
1882,  is  from  the  pen  of  Gen.  Hiram  ISerdan: 
"At  one  time  yesterday,  wlien  the  General  was 
talking  in  his  animated  fashion  to  clusters  of 
farmer  riflemen,  who  pressed  about  him  and  hem- 
med him  in,  .1  dark-complexioned,  mustachod  man, 
of  average  stature  and  with  a  pair  of  glasses  astride 
Ills  nose,  was  seen  approacliing  the  tent.  The  old 
General  was  on  his  feet  in  an  instant,  his  line 
figure  showing  up  above  the  rest  like  tliat  of  an 
old  lield-marslial  of  France.  'I  am  going  to  put 
you  in  the  guaid  house,'  he  shouted.  Hut  it 
didn't  seem  to  lis  as  though  he  really  meLint  it. 
He  grasped  tlie  spectacled  man's  hand,  sliook  it 
again  and  again,  and  pulled  him  around,  while 
the  moisture  came  into  his  eyes.  'You,  rascal, 
I'll  put  you  in  the  guard  house  and  keep  you 
there.  How  dure  you?'  'This  is  old  Sam  Ingling,' 
explained  the  General  to  the  reporter,  wiping  his 
optics  with  his  white  handkerchief.  'Yes,  sir,  Old 
Sam  Ingling,  of  IJowagiac,  down  here;  he  was  the 
crack  shot  in  my  whole  brigade  of  crack  shots. 
He  first  look  the  medal  of  his  regiment  as  a 
marksman,  and  then  that  of  the  brigade.  I'm 
going  to  put  him  in  the  guard  house  aud  keej) 
him  there  all  the  rest  of  his  natural  life,  the  ras- 
cal! I'll  tell  you  all  about  it.  He  and  Allen 
here,  of  Battle  Creek,  were  out  on  duty  together 
one  morning  looking  for  Johnny-rebs  to  pick 
off,  when  all  of  a  sudden  two  confederates  a])- 
pearod  in  the  distance  coining  towards  them. 
Allen  said  he  would  lake  the  right  hand  man 
and  Ingling  the  left.  Both  fired,  and  only  one 
rebel  fell.  Both  claimed  him.  It  came  out  that 
Ingling  had  undei'Stood  perfectly  that  he  was  to 
take  the  left  hand    man,  !iii<i,    sure  enough,  when 
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we  advanced,  they  fouud  the  body  of  the  dend 
confederate  with  two  holes  in  it.  But  I  sent 
Ingling  to  the  giinrd  house  for  missing  his  man. 
You  deserved  it,  too,  you  rascal.  There,  that  shows 
you  the  esprit  de  corps  of  our  brigade  and  the  dis- 
cipline that  was  preserved.  To  miss  your  man 
was  an  offense  worthy  of  the  guard  hoiise,  but  to 
have  Sam  Ingling,  the  crack  shot  of  the  regiment! 
Oh,  that  was  scandalous!  Ho  ought  to  be  clapped 
in  again  and  kept  there,'  concluded  the  General, 
making  a  dip  in  the  direction  of  Sam's  ribs. 
Mr.  Ingling  had  the  medals  which  he  won,  and, 
taking  them  out  of  the  chamois  bag  in  which 
he  keeps  tliem,  exhibited  them  to  the  reporter. 
The  regimental  medal  is  of  silver,  and  is  dented 
with  a  bullet,  it  having  saved  IVIr.  Ingling's  life 
once,  when  carried  in  his  pocket  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness.  The  lirigade  medal  is  of  gold,  a 
very  handsome  piece  of  jewelry,  and  is  appropri- 
ately engraved." 


^^ 


\  ARTIN  S.  BEDINGKR.  The  philosophy 
of  success  in  life  is  an  interesting  study, 
ind  affords  a  lesson  from  which  others 
lan  profit.  In  choosing  a  pursuit  in  life, 
taste,  mental  gifts,  oppportunity  and  disposition  to 
labor  should  be  considered, as  any  young  man  who 
lias  a  dispoBition  to  become  a  respectable  and  use- 
ful citizen  desires  to  succeed  thci-ein.  On  the  4th 
of  January,  1848,  a  boy  was  born  in  Darke  County, 
Ohio,  who  grew  to  sturdy  manhood  ambitious  to 
excel,  and  possessing  much  energy  and  doterminu- 
tion,  attributes  which  are  essential  to  success  in 
any  calling.  This  boy  was  Martin  S.  Bedinger, 
his  parents  being  Adam  and  Rachel  (Christopher) 
Bedinger,  who  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State 
and  of  German  parentage. 

The  father  was  born  in  1808  and  the  mother  in 
1809, and  from  their  youth  up  they  had  been  mem- 
bei-s  of  the  German  Church.  In  1851  they  left 
their  native  State  for  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Berrien  County,  where  the  father  followed  (arm- 
ing until  his  death  in  1881.     Uib  wife  followed 


him  to  the  grave  in  1889,  In  1862  Mr.  Bedinger 
was  filled  with  a  patriotic  desire  to  assist  his  coun- 
try, and  enlisted  in  Conipany  I,  Twelfth  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  was  attached  to  the  Army  of  tlie 
Tennessee.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Pitts- 
burg Landing  and  Shiioh.  and  was  crippled  in  the 
last-named  engagement.  He  served  as  a  private, 
and  no  braver  soldier  fought  for  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  To  his  marriage  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, thi-ee  sons  and  eight  daughters,  and  all  grew 
to  mature  years.  They  were  as  follows:  Mary  J. 
is  the  widow  of  J.  L.  Gorham;  Sarah  (deceased) 
was  the  wife  of  Cornehus  Gorham;  Rachel  A.  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Stemm;  Catherine  (deceased) 
was  tlie  wife  of  S.  P.  Davidson;  James  C.  resides  in 
tliis  State;  Isabelie  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Ja- 
cob Neidlinger;  Susan  is  the  wife  of  George  Dun- 
gleberger;  M.  S.  is  our  subject;  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  John  Fisher;  Kliza  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Lochinaw;  and  Adam  H.  is  deceased. 

Martin  S.  Bedinger  secured  only  a  common- 
school  education,  for  when  his  father  came  to 
Michigan  a  poor  man,  young  Bedinger  passed  the 
most  of  the  time  in  helping  to  clear  the  farm, 
which  was  covered  with  a  dense  forest.  Three 
months  were  the  most  he  ever  attended  in  a  year, 
but  when  in  tlie  school  room  he  applied  himself 
with  such  energy  that  he  was  as  far  along  in  his 
studies  as  the  majority  of  boys.  He  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  and  in  the  mean  time  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  lie  followed  after  leaving  home.  He 
commenced  without  any  capital,  but  his  trade 
brought  him  in  considerable  means,  and  in  1874 
ho  engaged  in  farming  on  the  place  where  he  now 
resides.  He  rented  the  farm,  consisting  of  eighty 
acres,  which  was  the  old  homestead  where  his  fa- 
ther had  located  on  coming  to  this  county.  The 
original  cost  of  this  place  was  11,000,  and  our  sub- 
ject paid  $2,000  for  it.  He  has  seventy  acres  un- 
der a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  a  portion  of  it 
is  devoted  to  raising  berries  of  all  kinds.  He  has 
five  acres  in  oi-chard  and  several  acres  in  vineyard. 
The  remainder  of  the  farm  produces  wheat,  grass 
and  corn. 

In  the  year  1871  Mr.  Bedinger  was  married  lo 
Miss  Allie  Murphy,  a  native  ofMichigan  and  a 
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daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Madox)  Murphy, 
early  settlers  of  the  Lake  State.  Mr.  Murph.v 
died  in  this  State,  but  his  wife  survives  liim  and 
iiiakes  her  home  in  this  t'ounly.  Their  children, 
six  in  number,  are  as  follows:  Allie,  wife  of  our 
subject;  May,  wife  of  William  Pa^e;  Murry,  of 
Miehigan;  Frank,  of  Illinois;  Jjee,  of  Michigan; 
and  Vedder.  also  of  Michigan.  The  marriage  of 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Bedinger  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children:  Maggie,  wife  of  Frank  Horner; 
Paul,  Claar  and  Frank.  Both  our  subject  and 
wife  are  membere  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  la 
a  member  of  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  39,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  of  Oronoko  Ix»dge  No.  69,  A.  O.  U.  W 
In  1891  Mr.  Bedinger  was  elected  Township  Su 
pervisor,  re-elected  in  1892  and  served  two  years 
In  politics  be  is  a  Democrat. 


Nt^€- 


JI/AMKS  C.  HAUGH,  deceased,  for  about  a 
II  score  of  years  a  resident  of  Berrien  Countj, 
Ij  a  successful  agiiculturist  and  leading  eiti- 
_JJ  zen,  passed  to  liis  rest  in  1888,  deeply 
mourned  by  his  family  aud  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
to  whom  he  was  known  as  a  man  of  firm  principle 
and  sterling  integrity  of  character.  Our  subject 
was  a  native  of  the  sunny  South  and  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Md.,  August  20,  1842.  His 
parents,  Jacob  and  Lizzie  (Harbaugh)  Haugh, 
hard-working  and  industrious  people,  were  the  fa- 
ther and  mother  of  seven  children,  whom  they 
cared  for  tenderly  and  reared  to  yeare  of  useful- 
ness. Of  the  sons  and  daughters  who  gathered  in 
the  Maryland  home  James  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth.  He  received  primary  instruction  in  the 
schools  of  bis  birthplace  before  he  removed  with 
hiB  parents,  when  only  eight  years  of  age,  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  whicli  was  the  home  of  the 
family  the  ensuing  nine  years.  In  the  meantime 
the  honest  and  industrious  father,  Jacob  Haugh. 
had  died,  and  when  our  subject  was  about  seven- 
teen years  old  the  widowed  mother  jouraeyed  with 
her  family  to  Ohio. 
Tbe  mother  was  a  woman  of  intelligence  tm^  n 


high  order  of  abititj'  and,  appreciating  the  advan- 
tages of  an  excellent  education,  stimulated  her 
children  and  encouraged  her  sons  and  daughters 
to  avail  themselves  of  every  possible  advantage  to 
secure  a  liberal  education.  .lames  IJaugh  was  an 
excellent  scliolar.  He  attended  school  at  Quincy, 
Pa., about  three  yeai-s,  and  later  entered  theHeidel- 
burgh  College.  In  Ohio.  Having  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fit of  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  latter  institu- 
tion, our  subject  successfully  engaged  in  teaching, 
■i  vocation  to  whicli  he  devoted  himself  for  some 
length  of  time  in  the  Buckeye  State.  Realizing 
the  bioader  op|yortuniliea  of  the  West,  Mr.  Haugh 
ftnallv  decided  to  try  bis  fortunes  in  Michigan, 
ind  in  1869  came  to  Berrien  County,  for  five  years 
making  his  home  in  the  city  of  Niles.  He  there 
engaged  m  business  as  an  agriculturist  and  also 
piofitibh  ran  a  sawmill.  In  the  year  1874, 
still  continuing  in  the  same  line  of  business,  our 
subject  lemoved  to  Pipestone  Township,  where  he 
wa'5  located  until  1883,  at  which  date  lie  settled 
peimanently  in  Sodus  Station,  farmed  and  prosper 
oiislj  lan  a  sawmill  until  his  demise,  in  1888. 

Some  score  of  yeare  before,  James  C.  Haugh  and 
Mjss  Lucinda  Brinkman  were  united  in  marriage, 
in  April.  18t!8,  in  tlie  State  of  Ohio,  the  early 
home  of  Mrs.  Haugh.  Of  the  children  who  blessed 
the  union  four  are  now  surviving:  Willie  Edson, 
Alma  <-.,  Mary  and  Arthur  E.  Mary  and  Arthur 
are  now  residing  in  Tiffin. Ohio,  In  1884  Mrs,  Lu- 
cinda Haugh  died,  and  Mr,  Haugh  again  wedded,  in 
1885.  The  second  wife, Mrs,  Patienee(Puterbaugh) 
Hartsell,  is  the  second-  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sarah  Puterbaugh,  pioneer  residents  of  Berrien 
County,  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed. 
Unto  the  second  union  was  born  one  child,  a  son, 
Jesse  L.,  now  at  home  with  his  mother.  Our  sub- 
ject and  ills  e.'timable  wife  were  both  regular 
attendants  and  worthy  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  as  is,  also  tbe  eldest  daughter  o. 
Mr.  Haugh.  The  husband  and  wife  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  the  religious  work  and  benevolent  en- 
terprises of  that  denomination  and  also  occupied 
a  position  of  social  influence  and  usefulness. 

Politically,  Mr.  Haugh  was  for  a  long  time  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  later  joined  the  ranks  of 
the    Piohibition    party,   to   wliich    ho   .ifterward 
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extended  his  earnest  and  unswerving  support. 
Throiigliont  liis  years  of  maturity  om- subject  gave 
liis  close  altoution  to  the  public  issues  of  tlie  day, 
nncl  in  nil  matters  pertaining  to  local  welfare  w.is 
ever  ready  to  lend  a  liberal  and  helping  hand,  and 
was  intimately  associated  during  his  entire  lesi- 
deuce  in  Michigan  with  the  educational  advance- 
ment   find    progressive    interests    of    Ids  Western 


-^^- 


«l,  MLLIAM  H.  BUNIU'RY.  No  name  is  more 
\/jJ/l  prominently  connected  with  the  history  of 
\VW  Niles  than  that  of  Bunbnry.  One  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  pla<;e  was  a  gentleman  of  that 
name,  and  since  his  demise  the  business  in  which 
he  was  for  many  years  engaged  has  been  conduc- 
ted by  his  son,  William  B.,  while  his  other  children 
have  attained  to  prominent  positions  in  busitiess 
and  social  circles.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
the  proprietor  of  the  finest  livery,  sales  and  board- 
ing stables  in  Niles.  By  the  completeness  of  his 
facilities,  and  his  close  attention  to  all  the  details 
of  business,  lie  enjoys  a  prominent  position  in  Ihe 
line  of  industry  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

The  sulstantial  frame  structure  used  by  Mr. 
Itunbury  for  his  livery  stable  is  one  of  the  best 
business  blocks  in  the  city.  He  keeps  on  band  a 
great  variety  of  handsome  buggies,  phaetons, 
coupes,  coaches,  etc.,  and  is  prepared  on  short 
notice  to  supply  turnouts  of  unsurpassed  elegance. 
Ue  keeps  twenty  head  of  lioi-ses,  and  gives  steady 
employment  to  a  number  of  men.  Tlie  superior 
quality  of  his  vehicles  and  hoi'ses,  as  well  as  the 
propriety  of  his  business  conduct,  has  commended 
him  in  an  eminent  degree  to  the  favor  of  the 
citizens  of  Niles. 

Mr.  Bunbury  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  Niles, 
where  he  was  born  on  Christmas  Day  of  ISnT. 
His  father,  Edw.ird  Bunbury,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
was  one  of  the  pioneere  of  Niles,  having  emigrated 
to  America  in  early  life.  After  landing  at  New 
York  he  proceeded  directly  to  Niies.  He  located 
liere  in  1851,  and  engaged  In  the  livery  business, 
working  his  way  up  from  a  small  beginning  until 


he  was  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
county.  He  died  in  1876.  At  his  demise  his  two 
sons,  William  B.  and  Robert  P.,  succeeded  to  the 
business,  forming  a  partnership,  which  continued 
until  1889.  Our  subject  then  purchased  his 
brother's  interest  and  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone. 

The  fourth  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  our 
subject  h.id  only  ordinary  advantages  in  his  youth, 
but  he  availed  himself  to  the  utmost  of  every 
opportunity  offered  for  gaining  knowledge,  and 
is  now  a  well-informed  man.  He  was  married 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1890,  to  Miss  Grace,  daugh- 
ter of  Tliomas  and  Clara  (Deniston)  Barrett,  of 
Niles.  They  have  established  a  pleasant  home  in 
the  city,  and  in  this  cozy  abode  their  friends  are 
wont  to  gather  and  pass  many  a  delightful  hour. 
While  not  especially  active  in  politics,  Mr.  Bun- 
bury is  fl  pronounced  Democrat,  and  never  hesi- 
tates to  champion  the  cause  of  his  chosen  party. 


IL^ON.  LEVI  ALDRICH,  M.  D..  an  able  gen- 
lf]ij  eral  medical  practitioner  and  skillful  sur- 
^^'  geon,  whose  genial  presence  was  a  welcome 
1^^  and  familiar  one  in  the  homes  of  Edwards- 
burgh,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  for  thirty-two  years, 
passed  away  December  16,  1892,  mourned  by  the 
whole  community  of  !iis  locality  as  a  public  and 
irreparable  loss.  Dr.  Aldrich  was  a  native  of 
Evans,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  born  January 
27,  1820,  and  was  the  son  of  James  and  Hannah 
(Comstock)  Aldrich,  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Nathan  Aldrich,  was  of  English  origin  and  a  Qua- 
ker in  faith.  He  lived  on  a  farm  and  engaged  in 
the  peaceful  pursuit  o(  agriculture  until  his  death, 
in  Rhode  Island.  His  wife,  Esther  (Appleby)  Aid- 
rich,  was  the  mother  of  five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter: Simon,  Nathan,  James,  Sayles,  Thomas  and 
Esther.  James  Aldrich,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Rhode  Island.  He  was  a 
pioneer  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  both 
a  mechanic  and  farmer.  He  made  his  home  later 
in  Erie    County,  locating  in  Evans,  and  .March  7, 
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1834,  came  to  Cass  County.  He  survived  to  an 
advanced  age  and  passed  away  in  Prescott,  Wis,, 
in  1859.  In  political  affjliationa  he  was  a  Wliig, 
and  occupied  with  ability  many  of  the  township 
offices.  His  wife  died  in  August,  1881,  having 
lived  to  witness  the  remarkable  changes  of  ninety- 
one  years. 

The  family  of  the  father  and  mother  were  Sai-ali, 
Phcebe,  Henry,  Nathan,  Serepta,  Levi,  Addison, 
Milton  and  Newton,  all  of  whom  are  married  ex- 
cept Addison.  Levi,  our  subject,  was  trained  on 
his  father's  farm  to  habits  of  thrift  and  self-re- 
liance. He  received  a  common-school  education 
in  the  home  district,  and  enjoyed  a  course  of  in- 
struction in  the  Salem  (N.  Y.)  Academy,  Hav- 
ing decided  to  adopt  a  profession,  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  oHice  of  Dr.  Sutphen,  of 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  the  latter  State  being  the 
home  of  his  parents  since  1834.  He  concluded 
reading  medicine  with  Dr.  George  Sweetland,  of 
Evans.  He  attended  the  first  course  of  lectures 
given  by  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  and  also  liad 
the  benefit  of  lectures  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  grad- 
uated from  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  at  the  end 
of  a  three-years  course,  receiving  his  degree  in 
1846.  Locating  soon  after  in  Evans,  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  he  practiced  there  successfully  until  the 
spring  of  1860,  At  this  latter  date  he  removed 
to  tlie  West  and  settled  in  Edwardsburgh,  wliei-e 
he  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1892. 

A  man  of  sterling  integrity  of  character  and 
public  spirit.  Dr.  Aldrich  commanded  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  among  whom  his  useful 
years  were  passed,  and  received  from  his  neighbors 
and  constituents  various  positions  of  trust.  He 
served  his  county  in  the  State  Legislature  and  was 
also  State  Senatwri  making  an  enviable  record  of 
official  work.  In  1869,  our  subject  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Michigan. 
Like  his  fattier  before  him,  he  was  a  Whig  in  early 
life,  and  later  espoused  the  principles  and  platform 
of  the  Republican  party.  Loyal  to  the  Union,  he 
was  very  active  during  the  war,  am)  throughout 
his  career  gave  his  earnest  efforts  in  behalf  of  a 
progressive  National  existence.  He  was  a  leading 
member  of  the  Ancient  Fi-ee  &  Accepted   Masons 


and  was  fraternally  associated  with  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  also  promi- 
nently connected  with  both  the  State  and  County 
Medical  Society,  and  kept  abreast  of  the  progress 
of  the  times.  A  liberal  man,  he  generously  aided 
in  the  support  of  the  church  and  lent  a  helping 
hand  to  benevolent  enterprises. 

November  28,  1850,  Dr.  Levi  Aldrich  and  Miss 
Evaline  A.  Sweetland  were  united  in  marriage, 
receiving  the  hearty  best  wishes  of  a  host  of 
old-time  friends.  Mrs.  Aldrich  was  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Fannie  (Wakeiee)  Sweetland,  of  Dry- 
den,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y„  in  which  part  of  the 
Empire  Stale  the  estimable  widow  of  our  subject  was 
born  September  18,  1822.  The  husband  and  wife 
spent  two-score  and  two  years  together  and,  Walk- 
ing side  by  side  through  the  storms  and  sunsiiinc 
of  life,  courageously  overcame  difficulties  and  won 
their  upward  way  to  an  abiding  success  and  high 
place  in  the  memory  of  all  with  whom  they  came 
in  contact.  Mrs.  Aldrich  continues  to  reside 
among  the  sc-enes  endeared  to  her  by  many  years 
of  pleasant  association,  and  in  her  bereavement  re- 
ceives the  sympathy  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. 


^i^RANCIS  A.  BURRUS.  The  high  standing 
il-^j  attained  by  Berrien,  and  its  prominent  po- 
/ii  sition  among  the  counties  of  the  State,  are 

largely  due  to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  its 
energetic,  capable  and  prosperous  business  men, 
who,  while  promoting  their  individual  interests, 
have  also  contributed  their  quota  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  the  county.  The  village 
of  Gftlien  contains  a  number  of  successful  and  ef- 
ticient  business  men,  and  among  the  number  per- 
haps none  is  move  deserving  of  mention  in  tJiis 
connection  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is 
a  member  of  the  llrra  of  Butler  &  Burrus,  dealers 
in  lumber. 

A  native  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  Francis  A. 
Burrus  was  born  July  30,  1842.  He  is  of  Virgin- 
ian  descent,  his    paternal    grandfather,    Edmund 
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HurriiS  having  beun  burn  in  llie  Old  Dominion, 
whence  he  remuved  to  Prehie  Comity,  Ohio,  and 
from  there,  atKjut  1837,  came  lo  Berrien  County, 
[[e  wa»  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  )>art  of 
the  State,  anil,  pnrchnsing  a  tract  of  land,  devoted 
his  attention  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
until  his  career  was  terminated  by  deiitb.  James 
BurruSy  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  near  Ap- 
pomattox C.  II.,  Va,,  and  in  his  boyhood  accom-  I 
panied  lits  |>art;nts  to  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss  j 
Jeannette  Holmes.  For  a  time  he  engaged  in  gen-  I 
era.]  farming  and  also  foilowol  his  trade  of  i 
cooper  in  Treble,  but  in  1855  removed  thence  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Bertraiid  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  hia 
life.  In  his  religious  convictions  he  was  a  sincere 
Christian  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

Ill  the  parental  family  tliere  were  seventeen 
children,  of  whom  ten  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood,  and  seven  are  still  living,  Francis 
A.  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  the 
family  came  to  Michigan,  and  he  has  since  been  a 
resident  of  this  State.  His  education  was  acquired 
principally  in  the  common  schools  of  Dayton,  and 
he  was  in  his  youth  triined  to  farming  pursuits; 
so  that,  upon  choosing  an  occupation,  he  natur- 
ally decided  upon  tliat  of  agriculture.  In  1869 
he  married  Miss  l-^tlier,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Campbell,  a  farmer  residing  in  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Bunus  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  .loseph  Harris;  and 
Guy,  who  i-esides  with  his  parents. 

For  a  short  time  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Burrus 
resided  in  Dayton,  where  he  worked  in  a  sawmill; 
he  later  engaged  in  farming  for  five  yeare,  and 
then  followed  the  occupation  of  a  miller  for  three 
years.  Subsequently,  he  resided  on  the  Reynolds 
place  for  one  year,  then  spent  one  summer  in  Bu- 
chanan, and  from  that  city  came  to  Galien,  where 
for  a  time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Peck  A  Imhoof, 
millers.  In  1890,  together  with  Mr.  Butler,  he 
bought  out  the  business  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Burrus  enlisted  in 
1862  as  a  member  of  Company   G,  Twenty-sixth 


Mitjhigan  Infantry,  and  as  Corporal  of  his  com- 
pany took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
and  the  engagements  of  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Har- 
bor and  Petersburg,  as  well  as  in  the  campaign 
around  Richmond.  Altogether,  he  participated  in 
nineteen  bailies  besides  many  minor  engagements. 
In  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  he  was  wounded  by 
a  shell,  but  otherwise  passed  unscathed  througli 
the  fire  of  the  enemy.  In  June,  1865,  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
and  honorably  discharged.  As  might  be  expected 
he  lakes  an  active  interest  in  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  with  which  he  is  identifled.  In  his 
social  connections  he  affiliates  with  the  Ancient 
Oi-der  of  United  Workmen.  Politicilly,  he  is  a 
Republican  and  has  been  elected  upon  the  party 
ticket  to  numerous  local  offices,  including  those  of 
Assessor  of  Galien  and  Constable  of  Berti-and 
Township. 


Gl 


EORCE  S.  HOPPIN,  for  nearly  a  half-cen- 
tury  a  prominent  citizen  and  successful 
farmer  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  resides 
upon  a  well-improved  homestead  on  section  2, 
Niles  Township.  Mr.  Hoppin  came  to  his  present 
locality  in  1844,  and  settled  permanently  in  1845 
on  a  farm  south  of  and  .adjoining  Niles  City.  Our 
subject  is  a  native  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  in  Juno,  1826.  His  parents  were  Thaddeus 
C.  and  Tamar  Hoppin,  both  the  father  and  mother 
being  natives  of  Massachusetts.  After  a  number 
of  years  spent  within  the  Empire  Stale  they  de- 
cided to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  of- 
fered by  a  new  country,  and  journeyed  with  their 
family  to  Michigan.  They  at  once  made  their 
home  in  Berrien  County,  and  located  for  a  brief 
time  in  what  is  now  known  as  Bcrtraiid  Town- 
ship. In  1845  they  settled  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  they  resided  until  their  death  in  1859.  Of 
their  family  of  childi-en,  three  survive. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Kvarts,  of  California,  is  the  eldest; 
George  S.  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth  of  the  liv- 
ing; and  Charles  R.  resides  in  Califoniia.     Our  sub- 
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jeet,  trained  to  agricultural  duties  from  cliildhoo<l, 
lias  beeu  a  life-long  farmer.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  puhiie  schools  and  later  pursued 
his  studies  in  an  academy  of  New  York  State. 
During  the  first  three  winters  ot  his  residence  in 
Michigan  he  successfully  taught  school.  Upon 
Novemter  28,  1875,  George  S.  Iloppin  and  Miss 
Dora  King  were  united  inman-iagc.  Mi-s.  Hoppin 
was  a  daughter  of  Darius  W,  and  Phcebe  King, 
natives  of  New  York,  in  which  State  they  were 
reared,  educated  and  married  and  made  their  home 
until  1860.  At  this  time  they  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, settling  with  their  family  in  Niles,  where  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Hoppin  yet  lives.  To  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  born  (our  chil- 
dren; Claire,  George  S.,  Jr.,  John  S.  and  Rose. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoppin  are  valued  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Niles,  and  have  been  faith- 
ful assistants  in  the  extension  of  Christian  work 
and  influence.  Politically,  Mr.  Hoppin  is  a  stal- 
wart Republican,  taking  an  active  interest  in  local 
progress  and  needed  improvements.  For  several 
years  he  served  most  efficiently  and  acceptably  as 
Supervisor  of  Niles  Township,  and  during  liis  long 
residence  in  the  State  has  been  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  various  social,  benevolentand  bus- 
iness enterprises  of  his  home  locality.  A  practical 
agriculturist,  he  has  brought  his  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  under  fine  cultivation,  and 
is  yearly  rewarded  by  an  abundant  harvest. 
Through  his  energetic  efforts  and  untiring  indus- 
try he  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  competence, 
and,  aside  from  his  interests  in  Michigan,  owns  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  South  Dakota. 


^^SHERJ.  SHAW.  Among  the   native-born 
^0|    citizens  of  Cass  County,  few  are  as   well, 
///  fl    and    none    more    favorably,  known    than 
^  Squire  Shaw,  a  successful  farmer  of  How- 

ard Township,  residing  upon  section  23.  He  was 
born  in  this  township  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1847,andi9  the  son  of  James  and  Maria  P.{  Wheeler) 
Shaw,    both    of    whom    were    born    in    Rensselaer 


County,  N.  Y.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel 
Shaw,  was  born  and  reared  in  that  county,  being 
the  son  of  Col.  Samuel  Shaw,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island  and  a  participant  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution. The  family  traces  its  lineage  to  Scotland. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Asher  J.  Wheeler,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
came  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Ihe 
Empire  State  in  1839,  the  bride  being  a  girl  of  but 
sixteen  years.  During  the  following  year  the 
young  couple  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Cass 
County,  and  purchasing  land  in  Howard  Town- 
ship, They  resided  on  one  farm  for  a  period  of 
about  twenty  years,  after  which  they  removed 
to  the  fai'm  now  occupied  by  our  subject.  About 
1888  the  father  retired  from  active  agricultural 
operations,  and,  removing  to  Niles,  now  lives  re- 
tired from  the  active  business  cares  that  filled  his 
younger  yeai-s.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away 
in  1866.  The  only  child  of  this  worthy  couple  is 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  who  was  reared  in  the 
township  where  he  still  resides,  receiving  in  his 
youth  the  advantages  of  a  common-school  educa- 

March  3,  1867,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Shaw  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Bunbury,  who  was  born  in 
Niles  Township,  Berrien  County,  in  1848.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Mai'y  (Martin)  Bunbury,  were 
natives  i-espectively  of  Ireland  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  early  settlers  of  Cass  County.  Thoy 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Shaw  is  the  fourth  in  orderof  birth.  She  is  a  lady 
of  superior  intelligence  and  attainments,  and  is  a 
loving  wife  and  a  devoted  mother  to  her  chddren, 
of  whom  there  are  two,  Maria  A.  and  James  J.,  both 
at  home.  The  home  farm  is  one  of  the  good  ones 
in  the  township,  and  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  of  which  one  hundred  are  in  excellent 
cultivation,  while  the  remainder  are  timber  and 
pasture  land.  To  a  considerable  extent,  also,  Mr. 
Shaw  engages  in  stock-raising,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  general  farmers  in  the  vicinity. 

In  his  social  connections,  Mr.  Shaw  affiliates 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  member  of 
Edwardsburgh  Lodge  No.  106,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
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IS  a  Master  Mason.  He  is  also  prominent  in  the 
Farmers'  Alliance.  Politically  a  Democrat,  lie  is 
now  serving  as  Justice  of  tlie  Peace.  He  filled  the 
position  of  Supervisor  from  Howard  Township  for 
three  yeai-s,  and  for  twenty  yeai-s  he  lias  been  an 
incumbent  of  one  of  the  sdiool  ofliees,  and  liis  in- 
terest in  educational  matters  is  unueasing.  He  is 
liberal  in  bis  views,  a  man  of  broad  charity  and 
great  kindness  of  lieart,  and  has  won  the  i-egard  of 
those  among  whom  his  entire  life  has  been  passed. 


M 


i>,  APT.  HENRY  (lEPHART,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  old  settler  of  Niles  Township, 
Berrien  County,  now  residing  on  section 
25,  where  he  has  a  very  pleasant  rural  home,  is  a 
native  of  the  Buukeye  State,  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  ten  miles  from  Dayton,  October  20,  1820. 
His  father  Daniel  Gophart,  was  a  native  of  the 
good  old  State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  moved  to 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  witii  iiis  father  when 
a  boy.  They  located  on  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  when  but  one  other  house  was 
standing  there.  They  were  among  the  first  in  that 
region,  and  entered  land  from  the  Government. 
The  grandfather  inherited  the  thrift  and  energy 
of  his  German  ancestors  and  became  quite  well  off. 
While  a  resident  of  Montgomery  County,  Daniel 
Gephart  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Mary  Eagle, 
a  native  of  Virginia  and  of  German  descent,  and 
their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  that  county. 
After  marriage,  they  located  on  the  Big  Miami, 
and  there  kept  an  hotel  for  twenty  or  twenty-five 
years.  They  also  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in 
that  county,  and  gained  it  all  through  economy 
and  industry,  for  they  experienced  all  the  priva- 
tions and  hardships  of  pioneers.  About  1838  they 
went  to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  after  residing  there 
for  three  years,  crossed  the  line  into  Michigan, 
locating  in  Niles Township,  Berrien  County,  There 
they  kept  the  old  Digcns  Hotel  for  a  few  yeara, 
and  there,  in  1836,  the  father  received  his  final 
summons,  dying  when  sixty  years  of  age.  The 
mother  survived  him  many  years,  and  died  in 
California  wlicn  in  her  ninuly-sixlh  year. 


The  nine  children  born  to  this  most  estimable 
couple  were  in  the  order  of  their  births  as  fol- 
lows: David  and  William,  deceased;  Robert,  resid- 
ing in  Niles  Township,  who  is  now  seventy-seven 
yeai-s  of  age;  Henry,  our  subject;  .lobn,  who  when 
last  heard  of  was  in  Mexico;  Horace,  deceased; 
Sarah  Ann,  the  wife  of  John  Jacobs,  of  California; 
Mary  Jane,  widow  of  William  RobeLts,  and  a  large 
land-owner  in  California;  and  Harriet,  widow  of  B. 
Gray,  who  resides  in  Niles  Township.  Capt.  Henry 
Gephart,  the  fourth  son  and  fourth  child  of  the 
above-mentioned  family,  was  thirteen  yeai-s  of  age 
when  hewentwith  his  parents  to  South  Bend,  Ind., 
and  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  settled  with 
them  in  Berrien  County,  Mich. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age  our  subject  was 
bound  out  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  lo  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Childs,  and  he  remained  with  him 
until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  then  started  out 
for  himself,  with  a  pair  of  overalls  and  a  shirt, 
and  made  his  way  to  Niles,  where  he  began  working 
at  the  carpenter's  trade,  Ijiter  he  began  working 
as  a  si  lip-carpenter,  and  followed  this  for  about 
five  years,  helping  to  build  several  keel-boats. 
From  there  he  went  to  Michigan  City,  and  worked 
on  the  big  "Montezuma,"  a  sailing-vessel,  for  some 
time.  In  1848,  he  assisted  in  building  the  fii-st 
railroad  bridge  over  the  St.  Joseph  River  at  Niles, 
but  the  following  year  he  was  seized  with  the  gold 
fever,  and  went  to  California  by  way  of  -Salt  Lake 
City  with  horse-teams.  He  spent  the  Fourth  of 
July,  1849,  in  that  city,  and  then  pushed  on  to 
the  West. 

After  remaining  in  California  for  about  two 
years,  engaged  in  mining,  Capt.  Gephart  returned 
to  the  East,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  reached 
New  York  without  any  trouble.  From  there  he 
made  his  way  by  steamer  to  Michigan,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  that  State  for 
some  time.  Selling  out,  he  began  keeping  hotel  in 
Niles,  and  ran  the  Bond  House  for  one  year,  then 
bought  the  Pavillion  Hotel  and  ran  it  three  years, 
then  trading  it  for  city  property,  after  which  he 
bouglita  farm  in  Niles  Township,  two  miles  south 
of  Niles,  where"  be  tilled  the  soil  for  about  three 
years.  This  farm  he  sold  to  an  Englishman  for 
tlO.OOO  in  gold,  and  in    1862  he  raised  a  company 
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wliioh  heuanie  a  part  of  the  Twelfth  Micbigan 
Infantry,  and  entered  the  army  to  figlit  for  the 
Stars  and  Stripes.  Although  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Major,  for  some  reason  he  never  served  in  that 
capacity.  He  participated  in  the  following  battles: 
Shiloh,  Pittsburg  Landing,  liika  and  Hatehie,  and 
served  his  country  faithfully  and  fearlessly. 

Just  previous  to  entering  the  army,  Mr.  Gep- 
hart  loaned  the  *10,000  he  had  received  for  his 
farm,  and  on  liis  return  received  thirty-tbroe  and 
ft-third  per  cent,  of  the  amount.  In  1866  he 
bought  his  present  farm,  and  has  eighty  acres  of 
excellent  land,  all  improved  and  well  cultivated. 
Miss  Mavy  Baird.  who  became  the  wife  of  ouv 
subject,  is  a  native  of  tlie  Empire  State,  born  in 
Ripley,  August  7,  1831,  and  remained  a  resident 
of  her  native  State  until  1851,  when  she  came 
to  Michigan.  Seven  children  were  bora  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gephart,  sis  daughters  and  one  son,  viz; 
Emma,  wife  of  Charles  Harris, of  Chicago;  Fannie, 
wife  of  Frank  Langston,  of  Niles  Township; 
Annabell,  who  died  when  four  years  of  age;  Ilattie, 
wife  of  Robert  Probasco,  of  Chicago;  May,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Niles  school;  Harry,  who  is  at  home 
attending  school;  and  Maude,  who  graduated  from 
the  Niles  school  in  the  Class  of  '84,  when  in  her 
seventeenth  year.  In  politics,  Mr.  Gejihart  has 
always  been  a  Democrat,  but  is  rather  conservative 
in  his  views.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  is  a  man  worthy  the  esteem 
of  all. 


l#H-^-i 


^.^iLONZO    P.    BEEMAN,  a  representative 
i^Ol    farmer  of  Newburg  Township,  Cass  Coun- 
///  111    ty,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  the  Quaker  State 
^C  and  was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  in 

1841.  When  hut  a  little  child  our  subject  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Erie  County,  where  he  re- 
mained until  March.  1856,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  his  present  locality,  and  has  since  been  a  perma- 
nent resident  of  Cass  County,  Mich.  Mr.  Beenian 
was  one  of  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daugliters 
born  unto  Myrum  and  hucina  (Libhart)  Beeman, 
who  were  both  natives  of  New  York,     The   patei'- 


na!  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Gideon  Bee- 
man,  emigrated  to  America  from  England  before  the 
Revolution  and  bravely  served  throiiglioiit  the 
entre  conflict.  Ills  son,  named  for  his  father,  Gid- 
eon Beeman,  was  the  grandfather  of  Alonzo  P.  Bee- 
man.  Grandfather  Beeman,  together  with  his  fa- 
ther and  brothers,  took  an  active  part  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  as  citizens  were  useful  men,  law- 
abiding  and  courageous.  In  1861  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Bogert, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Bogert,  a  pioneer  settlei*  of 
Cass  County.  Answering  to  the  call  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  Beeman  the  same  year  enlisted,  but  was 
soon  after  taken  very  ill  and  was  not  able  to  join 
his  regiment. 

In  1863,  having  recovered  bis  health,  he  again 
enlisted,  this  time  entering  the  service  in  Com- 
pany G,  Nineteenth  Micliigan  Infantry,  and  re- 
mained in  active  military  service  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Our  subject  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Resaca,  Ga..  and,  severely  wounded,  was  unable 
to  rejoin  his  regiment  until  the  fight  of  Benton- 
ville.  In  August,  1865,  the  Civil  War  having 
ended,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  again  entered 
into  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  Mr.  Beeman  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  li.iely-im- 
proved  land,  and  through  his  own  efforts  has 
achieved  a  comfortable  competence. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  stanch  RepublicJin 
and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
post  at  Jones.  Although  not  desirous  of  polit- 
ical promotion  he  is  deeply  interested  in  both  lo- 
cal and  National  affairs.  For  eight  consecntive 
years  he  has  efBciently  performed  the  duties  of 
Supervisor  of  Newburg  Township  and  given  uni- 
vei'sal  satisfaction  to  his  friends  and  neighbors. 
Through  his  efforts  the  best  interests  of  the  town- 
ship have  been  materially  advanced  and  many  lo- 
cal improvements  completed. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Beeman  lias  been 
blessed  with  tlic  presence  of  the  following  cliil- 
dren:  Anna,  the  oldejst  of  the  family,  who  is  the 
wife  ot  Wyley  Russer;  Ixiuic,  the  second  ciiild; 
Stella,  Mrs,  Sherman  Poe;  Guy  and  Ned,  who 
are  the  two  youngest  and  reside  with  their  pa- 
rents. Thirty-seven  years  have  jiasaed  since  our 
subject  made  liis  homo  in  the  then  Far  West,  and 
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in  the  changing  net 
way  upwar<l.  He  is  a; 
citi;<en,  a  kind  fi'ien 
the  esteem  of  the  en 


i  he  lias  steadily  won  his  | 
jellent  and  public-spirited  i 
id  neighbor,  and  possesses  , 
communitv  with  whom  he   j 


lias  80  long  been  associated. 


-^i^^l=^-(^a^*^^ 


JOHN    HENKEL.     For  more  that 
tlie  fii-m  of  John    Heiikel   &   Soi 
ducted  an  extensive  mercantile  t 
,,^_^^      Niles    and    has  enjoyed  the    pal 


!  than  ten  years 
Son  has  con- 
)  business  in 
i^^'  Niles  and  has  enjoyed  the  palronage  of 
both  the  city  and  the  surrounding  country.  The 
uniformly  reliable  and  accurate  methods  upon 
whicli  the  business  has  been  conducted  throughout 
the  history  of  the  house  have  given  it  special  dis- 
tinction among  the  leading  establishments  of  Ber- 
rien County,  and  made  its  name  a  synonym  for 
propriety  of  business  conduct. 

A  native  of  Darmstadt,  Germany,  Mr.  Henkel 
was  born  on  the  3rd  of  October,  1838,  and  is  the 
fourth  in  a  family  of  five  children,  three  sons  and 
two  (laughters,  all  of  whom  ai*  living.  lie  re- 
ceived a  common -school  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  in  his  young  manhood  emigrated  to 
America,  settling  in  Canada,  wliere  he  clerked  in  a 
stoi-e  for  a  short  time.  Prior  to  this  he  had  clerked 
in  a  store  in  Darmstadt.  Having  spent  four  years 
in  Canada,  in  1862  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
Stales,  and  after  landing  in  New  York  City  pro- 
ceeded direct  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Niles. 

For  twelve  years  Mr.  Henkel  was  in  the  employ 
of  William  B,  Beeson,  und  after  the  death  of  that 
gentleman  he  was  retained  by  Messrs.  Harter  & 
Walker,  his  successors  in  business,  for  a  period  of 
three  years,  Later  be  went  to  Misliawaka,  Ind., 
where  he  remained  in  a  elericai  position  for  three 
years.  He  then  engaged  in  business,  forming  a 
partnei-ship  with  his  son,  under  the  firm  name  of 
John  Henkel  &  Son,  and  the  newly-organized 
firm  embarked  in  business  in  1883.  From  that 
date  until  the  present  the  establishment  has  en- 
joyed a  large  trade  among  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity, who  find  there  a  complete  stock  of  dry- 
goods,   carpets,   curtains,    oilcloth,    and,    in    fael, 


everything  to  he  found  in  a  lii-st-class  store.  The 
location  of  the  establishment  on  Main  Street  is  > 
convenient  for  customers  and  an  admirable  site  for 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Henkel  occurred  in  I860 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Christina,  daughter  of 
Philip  Leanhart,  of  Canada.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Henry,  the  junior 
memberof  thefirm  of  Henkel  cfe  Son;  Maggie,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Sanford  Soule,  residing  in  Niles;  Cather- 
ine, Mrs.  Fred  Stevens,  a  resident  of  Bluffton,  Ind; 
George,  a  clerk  in  bis  father's  store;  and  Anna,  who 
is  at  home.  In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Henkel 
has  never  been  solicitous  of  public  offices,  prefer- 
ring to  devote  his  attention  entirely  to  his  business. 
However,  he  takes  an  intelligent  and  warm  inter- 
est in  local  affairs  and  is  in  favor  of  every  measure 
which  has  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  the 
community,  materially,  morally  or  religiously.  In 
his  fraternal  relations  he  is  identified  with  St.  Jo- 
Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


AVID  A.  CUTHBEKT  has  for  many  yeare 
proRtablj'  cultivated  his  fine  homestead 
located  upon  section  10,  Galien  Township, 
Berrien  County, Mich.  Born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  in  1819,  he  came  to  this  country  with 
only  very  limited  capital,  but  was  rich  in  hope, 
energy  and  industrious  thrift,  which  soon  aided 
bim  in  the  accumulation  of  this  world's  goods. 
Our  subject  was  the  son  of  David  and  Hannah 
Cuthbert,  natives  of  England.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents, natives  of  Scotland,  married  against  the 
wishes  of  their  families.  The  grandfather  was  an 
officer  in  the  English  army,  and  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife  to  the  battlefield  in  Fi-ance  where  he 
was  killed.  The  widow  returned  to  England,  and 
there  her  only  child,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born.  The  gr&ndmotlier,  having  received  an  ex- 
cellent education,  maintained  herself  and  young 
son  by  teaching.  The  parents  of  David  A.  Cuth- 
bert married  early  in  life  and  reared  a  family  of 
twelve  cliildren.    The  father  never  became  wealthy. 
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but  gave  his  sons  and  (laughters  all  the  advantages 
liis  means  afforded.  He  and  his  wife  were  sincere 
Christian  people  and  worthy  niembei-s  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

While  yet  a  babe,  our  subject  was  taken  by  hia 
palernat  grandmother  and  cared  for  tenderly  un- 
til he  was  six  years  of  age.  She  began  his  educa- 
tion and  instructed  him  in  his  primary  studies, 
and,  although  he  attended  school  but  a  short  time, 
he  acquired  valuable  book  knowledge.  At  the  age 
of  six  years  lie  returned  to  his  parents,  and  soon 
after  began  the  work  of  life,  assisting  in  agricul- 
tural labor,  his  father  being  a  small  farmer.  Mr. 
Cuthbert  married  in  early  manhood  and  was  ready 
to  emigrate  to  the  New  World  when  the  illness  of 
his  wife  detained  Ihem,  and  it  was  some  years  later 
when  he  finally  crossed  the  ocean  to  America.  His 
parents  came  to  the  United  States  in  18.51  and  set- 
tled in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  Afterward  they 
located  in  Michigan,  where  tlie  father  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  four-seoie  years.  In  1850.  Mr, 
Cuthbert  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Arling- 
ton. Four  yeare  after,  in  1854, he  with  his  wife  and 
two  children  safely  landed  in  the  United  .States. 
Our  subject  found  his  stock  of  money  so  low  he 
was  unable  to  proceed  farther  than  New  York, 
and  remained  two  years  in  the  Empire  State,  work- 
ing out  by  the  month  on  a  farm. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  second  year  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cuthbert  with  their  little  ones  journeyed  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  for  seven  years  our  sub- 
ject tilled  the  ground  of  a  rented  farm.  Toiling 
early  and  late  to  provide  the  necessities  of  life 
the  husband  and  father  managed  by  incessant  ap 
plication  and  self-sacrifice  to  lay  aside  each  year  a, 
few  dollars  for  future  investment  Removing 
finally  to  Berrien  County,  Mr.  Cntlibert  pui-ehased 
forty  acres  of  land,  which,  with  the  one  hundred 
acres  since  added,  contains  some  of  the  best  and 
most  fertile  soil  in  the  State.  Our  subject  pros 
pered  in  Berrien  County,  and  at  one  time  had  ac- 
cumulated considerable  property,  but  sickness  in 
the  family  made  a  large  di-ain  on  his  resources. 
Mr.  Cuthtwrt  has  himself  been  a  victim  to  rheu- 
matism, which  first  attacked  him  in  1856,  and  iins 
grown  worse  with  advancing  age,  until  for  several 


years  he  has  been  unable  to  walk  without  tiio  aid 
of  crutches.  His  estimable  wife  bore  him  eleven 
children,  of  whom  but  one  survives,  David.  The 
son  resides  in  Colorado,  where  he  has  lived 
many  years,  and  is  in  the  emploj' of  the  railroad 
there.  Threatened  with  consumption,  he  and  his 
brotiier  were  obliged  to  settle  in  Colorado  to  pro 
long  their  lives.  John  met  his  untimely  death  in  a 
wreck  on  the  Denver  &  Eio  Grande  Railroad,  Au- 
gust 12,  189a.  He  left  a  wife  and  six  children  to 
monrn  his  loss.  Our  subject  buried  his  first  wife 
and  faithful  companion  of  early  days,  and  some 
time  after  was  maiTied  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Renbarger,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Martin,  In  187C, 
Mr.  Cuthbert  attended  the  Centennial  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  from  there  went  to  England,  intend- 
ing to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  homo 
of  his  youth.  The  serious  illness  of  his  son  com- 
pelled him  to  return  to  Michigan  to  look  after  his 
interests.  In  local  affairs  our  subject  is  politically 
non-partisan,  hut  in  national  elections  he  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  The  life  of  Mr.  Cuth- 
bert has  been  one  of  busy  usefulness.  Facing  pri- 
vations and  difficulties  with  courage  and  resolu- 
tion, he  has  overcome  obstacles,  and,  a  self-made 
man  of  sterling  integrity  of  character,  has  worth- 
ily won  the  esteem  of  his  co-lalwrers  and  fellow- 
townsmen. 


J'~/OSEPH  EVERT,  a  representative  general 
I  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser  of  New  Buffalo 
lownship,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  pop- 
_  ulir  man  and  highly  respected  citizen,  and 
is  at  piesent  an  efficient  Highway  Commissioner, 
dischaiging  the  duties  of  the  position  to  the  great 
icctptability  Of  the  community  by  whom  he  is 
suHouniit'd.  Ml.  Evert  is  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  a  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  frugal  and  in- 
dustrious ancestry.  Born  in  the  dominions  of  the 
Emperor  January  11,  1864,  our  subject  passed  the 
first  eight  years  of  his  life  in  his  birthplace,  and 
for  two  years  attended  the  common  schools  of  Ills 
iiaUve  land.     While  he  was  only  a  little   lad    his 
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imrents,  William  aiifl  Caroline  (Wan?clineider) 
Kverl,  decided  to  einigrnte  witli  their  family  to 
America,  llie  land  of  promise.  The  father  and 
mother  were  hotli  native-'i  of  Germany  and  found 
it  liiird  to  say  faiewell  to  the  surroundings  and 
friends  of  their  lifetime,  but  in  1862.  embarking 
upon  !i  steamer,  lliey  ci-osscd  the  Atlantic  and  after 
a  comparatively  brief  voyage  were  safely  landed 
ill  the  United  States. 

Tlic  family  were  not  long  in  roacliing  their  des- 
tination in  Michigan,  but  proceeding  directly  to 
Berrien  County  settled  in  the  township  of  New 
Buffaio.  The  father,  having  but  very  limited 
means  aiid  a  family  to  support,  was  obliged  to 
work  out  by  the  day  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
when  he  w.as  finnlly  enabled  to  buy  the  farm 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  The  homestead, 
then  heavily  timbered  and  in  the  dense  woods,  has 
been  by  patient  and  unwearying  toil  transformed 
into  productive  fields,  whieh  annually  yield  a 
bounteous  harvest  and  are  improved  with  a  good 
residence,  3ubst.intial  barns  and  other  buildings. 
The  farm,  pleasantly  located,  crosses  the  dividing 
line  of  Michigan  and  Indiana  and  is  two  miles 
south  of  New  Buffalo.  Of  the  one  hundred  and 
I'orty-niue  acres,  ninety-live  acres  are  in  Michigan, 
and  tifty-four  are  in  Indiana.  The  parents  ol  our 
subject  were  devoted  membei-s  of  the  Luthei-au 
Church  and  active  in  I'Cligious  work.  Politically, 
the  father  was  a  strong  Democrat  and  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  Uie  day.  He  died  Octo- 
ber 17,  isy2,  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  mother  yet  survives  and  resides  in  LaPorte 
County,  Ind,  William  Kvert  was  her  second  hus- 
band, and  by  bim  she  had  two  sors  and  one 
daughter.  Joseph  Evert  was  the  eldest  child  and, 
remaining  in  Germany  throughout  his  early  child- 
hood, became  at  six  years  of  age  a  .scholar  in  the 
free  German  schools.  After  his  arrival  in  Berrien 
County  he  completed  his  studies  in  the  schools  of 
New  Bulfalo  Township.  Our  subject,  having  at- 
tained to  self-reliant  manhood,  was  upon  March 
30,  1878.  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Christina 
Frank,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of 
Christ  and  Hannah  Frank,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1854,  and  located  in  Michigan 
City,  Ind.     Tlio  home  of  our  subject  and  his  ex- 
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cellent  wife  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  Ave 
children,  Edward,  Hattie,  John,  Clara  and  Lillie. 
Like  his  father,  our  subject  is  a  pronounced  Demo- 
crat and  cast  bis  first  Presidential  vote  for  Tilden. 
He  has  been  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  party, 
has  been  for  three  years  Constable  of  New  Buffalo 
and  was  elected  Highway  Commissioner  by  a  hand- 
some majority.  Energetic  and  enterprising,  he  is 
a  man  of  influence,  and  in  every  sense  of  the  word 
a  true  American  citizen,  upright  and  intelligent, 
liberal  in  ideas  and  progressive  in  business  and 
official  methods. 
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^i^KANKDEQUINCYTOMPKIN.S,  a  prom 

ji-^S;  inent    resident    of    Watervliet    Town: 
Its  was  bom    in  the   township   of  Weymouth, 

Medina  County,  Ohio,  February  13.  1853,  being 
the  son  of  Chai-les  L.  and  Mary  E.  (Bosworth) 
Tompkins.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Marshall 
Tompkins,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  was 
one  of  the  brave  soldiers  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
walked  the  entire  distance  from  the  Nutmeg  .State 
to  Medina  County,  Ohio,  reaching  the  State  at  a 
period  so  early  in  its  development  tliat  there  was 
only  one  house,  and  that  a  log  cabin,  on  the  site 
of  the  now  populous  city  of  Cleveland.  In  those 
early  days  he  engaged  frequently'  in  trapping  and 
hunting,  .ind  not  the  least  valued  of  our  subject's 
possessions  is  a  steel  trap  used  by  bis  grandfather 
in  years  gone  by.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a 
cooper,  and  he  followed  that  ti-ade  until  his 
deatii,  which  occurred  in  January,  1871,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  four-score  years.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Whig,  and  afterward  a  Republican. 

Grandfather  Tompkins  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  A,  Orton,  had  a  family  of 
live  children:  George  W.;  Charles  L.;  Warren, 
who  died  in  boyhood;  Oliver,  deceased;  and  Mr.'. 
Mary  Stevens,  deceased.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, Charles  L.  Tompkins,  was  born  in  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  May  3,  1834,  and  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  learning  the  cooper's  trade  in  his  youth.  He 
improved    a    farm    of    flfty-two   .acres,  and    there 
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made  his  home  until  liis  doalh,  which  ocuurred 
January  30,  1860.  Politically  a  liepublican,  he 
always  took  an  active  pai'l  in  matters  of  local 
interest,  as  well  as  those  of  general  importance. 
Socially,  he  was  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

The  fii-st  maiTtage  of  Cliailes  L,  Tompkins 
united  him  with  Miss  Mary  E.  ISosworth,  who  was 
born  in  Edinburgh,  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  Her 
father  was  of  English  descent,  and  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  lie  was  twice  married,  our  sub- 
ject's raothei'  being  a  daughter  of  the  second  wife. 
The  following-named  children  were  born  to 
Cliarles  Tompkins  and  Mary,  his  wife:  Ii-ent, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  John,  who  vns 
removed  from  the  family  circle  at  tlic  age  of  one 
year;  Alice  and  Frank  DeQuincy.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Tompkins  was  to  Abigail  Sei 
mour,  a  daughter  of  John  Seymour,  and  they  be 
came  the  parents  of  these  chtldreti:  Mrs.  Lavilli 
Blakeslcy,  Charles,  Edith  and  Mrs.  Edna  Loomis. 
After  having  received  a  common -school  educa- 
tion, tiie  subject  of  this  sketch  commenced  toearn 
his  own  livelihood;  in  fact,  he  has  been  practi- 
cally self-supporting  since  he  was  eight  years  oid. 
He  was  employed  by  the  day  or  niontli  until  he 
was  nineteen.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  lame  to 
Michigan,  and  arrived  in  Covert  Township,  Van 
Uuren  County,  with  fifty  cents  in  his  possession. 
However,  he  was  not  in  the  least  dismayed  by  the 
want  of  money,  but  energetically  set  to  work,  and 
economically  saved  his  earnings.  For  three  yeare 
he  worked  by  the  month,  after  which  he  located 
on  his  present  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
.•»nd  twenty  acres.  He  has  eight  acres  set  out  in 
peach  trees,  and  also  cultivates  other  small  fruits 
with  considerable  success. 

November  19,  1876,  Mr.  Tompkins  was  united 
.  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Ray,  who  was 
born  in  Paw  Paw.  Mich.,  May  14,  1855.  This 
estimable  lady  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Ann  Mary  (Whalen)  Ray,  who  i-omoved  from 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Paw  Paw,  Mich.,  i 
becoming  early  settlers  of  that  village.  In  185.1 
they  located  upon  our  subject's  present  farm, 
wliere    they   purcliascd  one  hundred  and  twenty 


acres,  and  afterward  devoted  their  attention  to 
clearing  and  improving  the  pro|>erty.  Mr.  Kay 
passed  away  April  14,  1875;  Iiis  wife  died  Febru- 
ary 28,  of  the  same  jear.  They  had  been  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Mary  E.,  and  Fannie  M., 
Mrs.  Doolittle,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
leaving  two  children,  one  of  whom,  Blanche,  now 
survives.  In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Ray  was 
a  Republican.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Tompkins  were  Abel  and  Betsy  (Brown)  Ray. 
natives  of  New  York.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Alice  E-  Politically, 
Mr.  Tompkins  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  all  the  public  affairs  of  tlie 
community  and  nation.  However,  he  has  never 
been  solicitous  of  office,  preferring  to  devote  his 
attention  exclusively  to  his  firm,  and  when  lie 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  he  refused  to 
qualify  for  the  olfice.  He  is  a  man  of  industrious 
hahiiA  and  excellent  judgment,  and  has  made  a 
'■uccc'^  of  agriculture  through  painstaking  pei-se- 
verance  and  good  management. 


ENRY  M.  BRODRICK,  M.  I).  A  volume 
dedicated  to  the  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Berrien  County  would  be  incompiet«  were 
no  mention  made  of  the  popular  and  suc- 
ces.'^ful  physician  whose  name  introduces  this  brief 
article.  The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  was  born  in  St.  John  July  12,  1840. 
He  is  of  direct  Irish  descent,  his  grandfather,  John 
Brodrick,  having  been  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle, 
whence  he  went  alone  to  Nova  Scotia  at  the  age  of 
tifteen.  His  occupation  was  that  of  farming,  and 
he  spent  his  closing  years  in  the  province  to  which 
he  went  in  youth. 

.James'  H.  Brodrick,  fatiier  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Nova  Scotia  and  in  hin  youth  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  machinist,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  seven  years  in  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick.  Subsequently  he  became  captain  on 
a  steamer  sailing  from  St.  John  to  all  the  ports  of 
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England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  tlie  Continent. 
At  the  [H-escnt  writing  (1893),  he  resides  in  New 
liniiiswick,  mid  at  the  age  of  foui-seore  and  lliiee 
_veni-8  enjoys  fnirly  good  healtli.  His  wife  was 
Eiiza  SlcAduin,  a  native  of  St.  Joliri,  New  Biiins- 
wick.  iuid  11. e  daughter  of  Hcniy  MeAdam,  her 
giandfnlhbi',  William  MeAdam,  having  emigrated 
thither  from  Kent,  England,  and  thus  founded  the 
family  in  America.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is 
still  living,  although  at  an  advanced  age,  having 
been  boin  in  1815. 

The  Doctor  is  the  only  survivor  of  three  sons, 
the  others  having  died  in  infancy.  He  was  reared 
in  St.  John  and  was  tlie  recipient  of  splendid  edu- 
cational advantiiges,  having  for  a  time  attended 
the  liaptist  Seminary  at  Frederickton,  New  Iti  uns- 
wick.  With  his  parents  he  went  to  Ingcrsoll,  On- 
tario, at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  there  worked  at 
the  iron  business  for  seven  years.  Later  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  under  the  tuition  of 
Or.  S|H-inger,  of  Ingersoll,  and  continued  in  that 
way  for  (our  yeai's,  when,  having  completed  his 
reading,  he  located  in  Uxbridge,  Ontario,  and 
opened  an  oftice.  While  pursuing  his  studies  un- 
der Dr.  Springer,  he  was  graduated  from  the  St, 
Ixiuis  Homeopathic  College  in  1867,  During  the 
following  year  he  was  graduated  at  Toronto  from 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Going  to  ])ecatur,  Mich.,  in  1869,  Dr.  Erodriek 
conducted  a  practice  there  both  extensive  and  lu- 
crative. However,  he  was  so  pleased  with  the 
opening  wliicli  Buchanan  offered,  that  he  resolved 
upon  locating  liere,and  in  1890  transferred  his  of- 
tice to  this  place.  His  skill  as  a  physician  has 
gained  for  him  the  confldence  of  the  people  and 
his  success  in  the  treatment  of  difticult_cases  is 
universally  recognized.  For  several  years  he  has 
held  the  position  of  Health  Officer  for  both  the 
village  and  township.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  County 
Republican  Committee,  Township  Clerk,  Village 
Clerk  and  in  other  positions  of  trust.  Socially,  he 
affiliates  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

In  November,  1868,  the  Doctor  uiarried  Miss 
Anna  Swayze,  a  native  of  Ingersoll,  Ontario,  and 
the  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Mary  Swayze.  Her 
education  was  received  in  the  schools  of  Ingersoll 


and  she  is  a  iady  of  intelligence,  occupying  a  high 
place  in  the  regard  of  her  friends.  Her  marriage 
resulted  in  tlie  birth  of  three  children.  James  A. 
and  Harry  S.  are  deceased,  the  latter  having  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  William  N.  is  the 
only  surviving  child. 


W  AWSON  A.  DUNCAN.  The  pui)lic-spir- 
II  [^  "''^*'  "''''^•''i*  of  Berrien  County  have  con- 
j^\  tributcd  largely  to  the  promotion  of  its 
intei'eats  and  the  extension  of  its  influence. 
Among  the  number,  probably  few  have  become 
more  widely  and  favorably  known  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  sketch,  who'is  one  of  the 
most  popular  citizens  of  Niles.  As  an  official,  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  imcumbeiit  upon  him 
with  energy  and  straightforward  fidelity,  which 
have  won  the  commendation  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Duncan  is  a  native  of  Indiana.  His  grand- 
father and  father  were  editors,  and  he  early  took 
to  journalism.  Drifting  to  Iowa  in  1866,  he  soon 
became  associated  with  the  late  Hon,  George  II. 
Jerome  in  the  editorial  control  of  the  Iowa  City 
Republican.  This  pursuit  was  followed  until  Mr. 
Duncan  enlisted  in  the  late  war.  lie  became  -j. 
member  of  tlie  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry  in  1862, 
resigning  a  position  as  one  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Iowa  to  settle  the  swamp-land  claims  of  the 
State  with  the  general  Government.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and  was  subse- 
quently commissioned  Major.  He  was  with  his 
regiment  in  ali  its  engagements  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  serving  in  Kentucky,  at  Vicksburg  and  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  our  subject  located  in 
Niles,  Mich.,  where  in  1866  he  purchased  and 
consolidated  the  Niles  Inquire)-  and  the  Berrien 
County  Freeman.  From  that  time  to  the  present, 
he  has  had  editorial  control  of  the  Niles  Times, 
the  name  soon  being  changed  to  the  Niles  Repvh- 
licaii.  Mr.  Duncan  has  served  on  the  Republican 
Slate  Centi-al  Committee,  and  for  many  years  waa 
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a  member  of  the  County  Committee,  six  yenrs  of 
wliicli  time  lie  was  its  Cliairmjin.  He  was  a  visitor 
to  the  State  Normal  Scliool  one  year,  a  Presiden- 
tial elector  in  1872,  and  cast  a  personal  vote  for 
Grant  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Duncan  has  been  Deputy  Collcotoi'  of  Inter- 
nal Revenue  and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Sen- 
ate in  1888.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Postmaster 
at  Niles  for  four  years.  He  lias  been  a  firm,  un- 
faltering and  consistent  Republican  from  the  day 
of  the  organization  of  the  party,  never  bitter,  but 
prudent  and  unwavering. 


^U^ON.  JOHN  H.  SWEETLAND,  M.  D.,  a  suc- 
JiriK  ''^*^"'  •nedieal  practitioner  of  Kdwards- 
1^^  burgh,  Cnss  County,  Mich.,  is  also  the  able 
(i^  editor  of  the  Argus.  Engaged  in  the  com- 
plex duties  of  professional  life,  lie  has  likewise  dis- 
charged with  efBcieuey  the  obligations  of  puhlic 
office.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Dryden  Township, 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  Julj-  4,  1834,  liis  par- 
ents being  James  and  Francos  (Wakely)  Sweetland. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Sweetland,  whose 
aneestora  emigrated  from  England  to  the  United 
States  in  tlie  Colonial  days,  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  and  fought  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
His  home  was  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  amid 
the  Green  Mountains  he  reared  live  sturdy  sons: 
John,  William,  Bowen,  James  and  George.  Healso 
had  one  daughter.  The  father  of  our  subject,  born 
in  Rutland,  Vt.,  early  located  in  New  York,  where 
he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  of  over  two  hun- 
dred acres.  He  died  upon  his  homestead  in  1862, 
aged  seventy-three  years.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  1863  in  Michigan.  James  Sweetland  served  as 
a  Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  wasin  poli- 
tics a  Democrat  and  in  early  life  was  a  strong  Ab- 
olitionist. Six  sons  and  two  daughters  who  blessed 
his  tiome  survive.  Jervis,  of  Anthony,  Kan.,  was 
the  eldest-born;  Lafayette  lives  in  Dryden;  Angu* 
is  next;  George  J.  is  in  New  York;  William  W. 
served  as  Adjutant  in  Scott's  Nine  Hundred;  John 


B.,  the  youngest,  is  our  subject.  The  daughter;)  are 
Evaline  A.  and  Sarah  G,  The  parents  were  active 
and  influential  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  Father  Sweetland  was  a  counselor, 
a  true  friend  and  a  peace-maker  among  his  neigh- 
bors. 

Dr.  Sweetland  received  a  good  common-school 
education  in  central  New  York.  He  taught  school 
three  terms  during  the  winter  months,  and  being 
an  ambitious  and  enterprising  young  man,  he  re- 
solved to  (it  himself  for  a  profession,  and  began 
the  study  of  medicine.  In  1859  he  entered  upon 
a  course  of  lectures  in  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
and  also  studied  under  Dr.  Aldrich,  During  the 
spring  ot  1861  he  graduated  with  honor  and  re- 
ceived his  degree  6f  M.  D.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in 
Company  M,  Fourth  Michigan  Infantry, as  private, 
and  after  the  battle  of  Perryville  was  detailed  as 
surgeon.  He  remained  at  Lebanon  until  the 
spring  of  1863,  when  he  was  sent  to  Louisville, 
where  he  hart  charge  of  a  ward  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Dr.  Sweetland  had  charge  of  thesurgical 
cases  nine  months.  While  employed  in  this  ca- 
pacity he  received  from  his  patients  a  case  of  fine 
surgical  implements — a  precious  souvenir  of  those 
troublous  days.  The  attendants  of  the  branch  of 
Ciay  Hospital  were  also  among  the  donors  who 
thus  exhibited  their  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
services  of  our  subject.  After  an  examination  at 
Cincinnati,  the  ]>octor  on  reaching  Louisville  re- 
ceived a  commission  as  Assistant  Surgeon,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1864  was  given  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service  of  the  Government. 

In  1861,  our  subject  drove  from  his  native 
State  to  Colrtwater,  Mich.,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war  ma^de  his  permanent  home  in  Edwardsburgli, 
where  he  has  been  actively  and  constantly  engaged 
in  professional  duties  ever  since.  Dr.  Sweetland 
takes  a  high  place  m  the  social  and  professional 
life  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  County  Med- 
ical Society.  In  the  spring  of  1879,  he  bouglit 
the  Edwardsburgh  Argus  and  lias  since  prosper- 
ously conducted  this  spicy  and  readable  pa[jer, 
which  enjoys  an  extended  cii-culation  in  Cass 
County,  having  over  six  hundred  regular  subscri- 
bers. The.paper,  at  first  neutral  in  politics,  has  for 
the  past  ten  yeai-s  been  a  strong  temperance  organ. 
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In   the  fall  of    1874,   Dr.  Sweetland  was  elected 
upon  the  Republican  ticket  to  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan.     He  gave  excellent  service  as  a  member 
of  important  committees  and  materially  advanced 
the  interests  of  bis  constitnents.     In  1880,  he  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Temperance  convention   wliicli 
nominated  St.  John,  and   has  pluekily  made   the 
rnce  for  the  Legislature,  Senate  and  Congress  on   j 
the  Temperance  ticket.     Dr.  Sweetland  enjoys  the   ' 
comforts  ami  luxuries  of  a  pleasant  home  on  the   i 
banks  of  Pleasant  I^ke. 

The  accomplished  wife  of  our  subject  was  Miss 
Frances  Bacon,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Van  Arny)  Bacon.  The  lovelj'  home  has  been 
blesseil  by  the  birth  of  four  children:  Jennie,  Le-  i 
Roy  B.,  Eva  and  John.  The  latter  was  killed  by  a 
fall  at  the  age  of  eight  yeare.  Mrs.  Sweetland  is 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  act- 
ive in  the  social  and  religions  work  of  that  de- 
nomination. Dr.  Sweetland  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masonsand  afflliatesalso 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Actively  engaged  in  the  practical  duties  of  his 
medical  profession  and  devoting  much  time  to  the 
Argvs,  he  is  a  busy  man,  but  is  never  too  hurried  to 
lend  his  personal  pi-esence  and  influence  to  further 
all  enterprises  tending  to  local  advancement  and 
the  promotion  of  the  public  welfare. 


-^>^-<l 


L^^IIOMAS  O'HARA  was  born  March  9,  1856, 
jJ^^  in  Le  Roy,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
^^0-  the  eldest  child  of  John  and  Catherine 
(McKenna)  O'Hara.  His  parents  are  of  Irish 
birth,  and  are  Roman  Catholics.  The  mother  was 
born  in  1837,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1846. 
John  O'Hara  was  born  in  1831,  removed  to  New 
York  in  1848.  and  was  man'ied  to  Miss  McKenna 
in  Batavia,  N.  Y,,  in  1854.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  them,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living. 
John  O'Hara  removed  to  Wisconsin  in  1862.  Dur- 
ing the  nest  eight  years  he  resided  successively  in 
Sheboygan,  Waubeka,  Boltonville  and  Newburg. 
In  1870  he  was  elected  Principal   of   the  Tliird 


Ward  School  in  Manitowoc,  and  has  resided  in  that 
city  ever  since. 

Thomas  lived  with  his  parents  until  the  spring 
of  1871.  In  May  of  that  year  he  shipped  as  a 
cabin-boj'  on  the  propeller  "Gen.  H.  E.  Paine." 
He  sailed  on  passenger  steamers  on  the  Lower  and 
Upper  Lakes  until  1882,  serving  as  cabin-boy,  por- 
ter, steward  and  clerk.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Barratt  May  3,  1877,  and  established  his 
I'csidence  in  St.  Joseph.  Miss  Barratt  was  born  in 
Leicester,  England,  March  23,  1856.  They  have 
three  children:  Miss  Isabel,aged  fifteen  years,  and 
Masters  Barratt  and  Frank  Herbert,  aged  eleven 
and  five,  respectively. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  O'Hara  read  law  three 
winters  in  the  ottice  of  Hon.  N.  A.  Hamilton,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  March,  1880.  During 
that  ye^r  he  was  one  of  the  Democratic  candidates 
for  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  but  was  defeated 
by  one  hundred  and  forty-two  majority.  The 
Republican  candidates  for  Presidential  electors 
carried  the  county  by  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  plurality  and  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
majority.  In  November,  1880,  lie  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  Clarence  A.  Webster,  under  the 
firm  name  of  O'Hara  A  Webster,  and  oi^ened  an 
office  in  St.  Joseph.  TJie  firm  dissolved  in  April, 
1881.  In  1882  he  defeated  Walter  I.  Himes,  the 
Republican  candidate  for  County  Clerk,  by  five 
hundred  and  seventy-five  majority,  and  was  re- 
elected in  1884  by  a  majority  of  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  over  the  Republican  nominee, 
Henry  L.  Hess,  running  each  time  about  eight 
hundred  and  ilfty  ahead  of  his  ticket.  In  1886  he 
was  defeated  by  the  "boy  from  Weesaw,"  Herbert 
L.  Potter^  whose  majority  was  four  hundred  and 
seventy-six.  Mr,  Potter  was  indorsed  by  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  and  the  feeling  against  a  third 
term  was  decidedly  strong  in  the  county,  but  Mr, 
O'Hara  received  twenty-sis  more  votes  than  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Governor.  In  April, 
1887,  he  was  elected  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Second 
Judicial  Circuit,  defeating  Hon.  George  S.  Clapp 
by  eleven  hundred  and  forty-one  votes  in  Berrien 
County,  and  over  eight  hundred  in  the  district. 

In  February,  1888,  an  election  was  held  in  Ber- 
rien   County    under    the   "local    option"    act    of 
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1887.  Judge  O'ilara  iniblisheda  letter  urging  tlie 
Deinoemts  of  tlie  county  to  vote  in  favor  of  local 
option.  At  tlie  sjiring  election  in  1887,  tlic  county 
had  given  a  jnajority  of  but  sixty  in  favor  of  tlic 
constitutional  amendment  relative  to  tlie  prohibi- 
tion of  the  liquor  ti-affic,  I'rior  to  the  publica- 
tion of  .lutlge  O'Hara's  letter  several  counties  in 
the  Slate  had  voted  to  accept  local  option,  but  in 
each  case  by  a  much  smaller  majority  than  had 
been  given  for  the  amendment  in  L887,  and  a  cor- 
lesponding  decrease  in  Berrien  County  would 
have  defeated  local  option  by  a  large  majority. 
The  result  of  the  election  was  the  adoption  of  lo- 
cal option  by  a  majority  of  seven  hundred  and 
twenty- three,  lie  called  a  granil  juryin  1888,aiid 
another  in  1890,  to  inquire  into  violations  of  the 
liquor  laws,  a  measure  that  had  not  been  resorted 
to  for  twenty  j'eavs  in  the  county. 

Judge  O'Hai'a  was  re-nominated  in  1893,  but 
was  defeated  by  Hon.  0.  W.  Coolidge.  The  cam- 
paign was  the  most  acrimonious  one  in  the  history 
of  Berrien  County.  The  local  IJeinocracy  was 
split  into  factions  in  Niles  and  different  parts  of 
the  county,  the  Republicans  gaining  thereby  in 
many  of  the  townships  and  electing  their  candi- 
date for  Mayor  in  Niles  by  over  two  hundred  ma- 
jority, although  the  city  usually  went  Democratic 
by  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Judge  O'Hara  was 
bitterly  opposed  by  many  of  his  former  8up[Kjrters, 
and  the  Catholic  issue  was  raised  against  him  by 
his  enemies  and  by  the  American  Protective  Asso- 
ciation and  iUsympatliizers,  lie  was  defeated  by 
six  hundred  and  fifteen  in  Berrien  County,  run- 
ning one  hundred  and  eleven  behind  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  Scliool  Commissioner,  Mr. 
Coolidgc's  majority  in  the  district  was  over  nine 
hundred. 

Although  the  Judge  had  never  tried  a  case  in  the 
Circuit  Court  before  his  election  to  the  Bench,  it 
was  evident  from  his  first  term  of  court  tiiat  he  was 
better  qualified  than  even  his  mostardentadmirers 
had  ever  claimed.  His  perceptions  were  keen,  his 
mind  was  discriminating,  and  he  pi-esided  with 
dignity,  firmness,  impartiality  and  courtesy.  He 
had  a  remarkable  faculty  for  dispatching  business, 
and  there  was  no  limit  to  his  industry.  During 
his  term  he  disposed  of  more  than  thirteen  hun- 


dred cases,  six  hundred  of  which  were  contested 
cases.  With  a  warm  heart  and  generous  impulses, 
an  expressive  face  and  popular  manners,  no  man 
in  the  county  has  ever  had  more  friends  or  a 
larger  personal  following.  He  removed  to  licrrien 
vSprings  in  December,  1882,  where  he  still  resides. 


ll.TON  J.  GARD.  A  i>]ain.  unvarnished 
statement  of  tiie  facts  embraced  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  Card,  a  man  well  and  favorably 
known  to  the  people  of  Cass  County,  is  all 
hat  we  profess  to  be  able  to  give  in  this  history 
of  the  county,  and  yet,  upon  examination  of  those 
facts,  there  will  be  found  the  career  of  one  whose 
entire  course  through  the  world  has  been  marked 
by  great  honesty  and  fidelity  of  pui'ixise. 

He  is  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  State,  born  in  Un- 
ion County.  Mai-ch  tl,  1824,  and  as  he  w.ts  but  six 
years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Volinia  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  all  his 
memory  is  of  this  State.  His  father,  Jonathan 
Card,  was  a  native  of  New  Jeiitey,  l>orn  in  1799. 
Thelattur  went  from  his  native  State  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  with  his  father,  -TfBiephus  Gard,  in  1807,  and 
in  1830came  to  Michigan.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Bishop,  was  a  native  of  South 
Carolina  and  a  descendant  of  Quaker  ancestoi's. 
They  were  married  in  Union  County.  Ind.,  and 
made  their  home  there  until  1829,  when  they  came 
to  Cass  County,  this  State.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  this  section,  and  assisted  in  organizing 
the  township  of  Volinia.  Indians  were  plentiful 
at  the  time,  and  the  timber  was  full  of  wild  animals. 
He  built  a  primitive  log  cabin, and  with  the  rude 
implements  in  vogue  at  that  time  he  branched  out 
as  an  agriculturist.  As  the  years  passed  by  tliey 
gathered  around  them  many  comforts,  and  there, 
where  the  principal  part  of  their  lives  had  been 
spent,  this  worthy  couple  received  their  final  sum- 
mons. Of  the  nine  childi-en  lK>rn  to  them,  seven 
are  living  at  the  present  time  and  are  named  as 
follows:  Milt<m  J.,  11.  v..  1.  N.,  B.  F.;  RUza,  now 
Mrs,  Whjtam;  Esther,  Mrs.  Cieeujand  Alaiira,Mra, 
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Welclier.     Those  deceased  were  Mary,  Mi's.  Green, 
and  Emily,  Mi'S.  Huff. 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
assisting  Ins  faUier  to  clear  the  farm,  and  his  edu- 
cational advantages  were  limited.  He  was  fortu- 
nate in  having  parents  who  were  interested  in 
having  him  well  educated,  and  they  assisted  him 
very, materially  in  lliat  respect,  for  they  often  heard 
him  recite  at  home.  Later  he  took  up  the  study 
of  grammar  and  arithmetic  himself,  and  made  such 
headway  with  these  that  when  twenty  years  of  age 
he  started  out  as  an  educator.  After  teaching  two 
terms  he  branched  out  as  a  farmer,  but  in  addi- 
tion was  also  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business  for 
six  years.  In  the  year  1847  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Olive  Green,  daughter  of  Jesse  Green, 
one  of  the  pioneers  here.  After  marriage  he 
followed  the  sawmiil  liusiness  where  Volinia  now 
stands,  and  continued  this  for  some  time.  In 
1851  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  by  death  the 
sharer  of  his  joys  and  sorrows.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  one  only  now  living, 
George  W.     (See  sketch.) 

Mr.  Card's  second  marriage  occurred  in  1854  to 
Miss  Susan  Fox,  daughter  of  Samuel  Fox.  one  of 
the  early  settlers.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
the  second  union,  four  now  living.  Ida,  wife  of 
George  Hall,  is  the  mother  of  two  children;  Ezra 
C.  married  Ida  Goodspeed.  and  has  two  children; 
Lincoln  P.  married  Jennie  Hutton;  -Temima  is  the 
wife  of  Owen  Schutt.  Bertha,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Owen  Schutt,  is  deceased,  as  are  aiso  Nellie  and 
Josephine.  Mr.  Gard  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  a  charter  member  of  Volinia  Lodge,  and 
has  been  Senior  and  Junior  Warden,  Woi-shipful 
Master  and  is  now  Treasurer.  He  is  aiso  a  member 
of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Association,  of  which  he  is 
President,  As  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Volinia  Farmers'  Club,  he  has  been  Secretary  and 
President.  For  six  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  State  Agricultural 
Society,  and  for  the  same  lengtli  of  time  has  been 
a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  He 
has  taken  a  deep  intei-est  in  educational  matters, 
and  for  some  tiine  conducted  a  private  grammar 
and  arithmetic  school  for  grown  persons.  For 
many  ye^i-a  Ue  was  Director  of  the  school  district, 
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and  was  Township  School  Inspector  for  some  time. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party- 
hut  was  a  Whig  in  early  life.  Frequently  he  has  been 
a  delegate  to  conventions.  He  has  held  the  follow- 
ing offlees:  Constable,  Township  Clerk,  School  In- 
spector, Su|Tervisor,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Com- 
missiouer  of  Highways. 

Mr.  Gard  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  all  his  buildings  are  in  first-class 
order.  He  raises  a  Hue  grade  of  Shorthorns, 
Poiand-China  liogs  and  Shropshire  and  Spanish 
Merino  sheep.  He  has  lived  on  his  present  farm 
for  sixty-four  years  and  is  well  known  as  one  of 
the  first  pioneers.  He  has  always  been  an  active 
worker  in  theoauseof  temperance,  has  given  much 
of  his  attention  to  questions  of  public  import,  and 
is  a  man  of  broad  intelligence. 
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SAMI.TEI-  MAKRS.  In  lecouuting  the  forces 
that  have  combined  to  moke  Lake  Town- 
1  ship  what  it  is,  more  than  a  passing  refer- 
ence must  be  made  to  the  labors  of  Samuel 
Marrs,  of  whom  it  may  be  truthfully  said  that  no 
one  lias  done  more  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
township's  prosperity  deep,  and  to  build  upon 
them  surely  and  well.  He  is  now  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmei-s  and  fruit-growers  in  his  section,  and 
the  second  oldest  man  now  living  in  the  county 
who  was  born  here.  Hls  birth  occurred  April  24, 
1831,  and  lie  was  the  third  of  six  children  born  to 
Hugh  and  Ellen  (Riggin)  Mari-s,  natives  of  that 
grand  old  State,  Virginia. 

In  the  year  1828  Hugh  Mari-s  went  to  Ohio  and 
remained  there  until  the  following  year,  when  he 
made  his  advent  in  this  county.  He  came  here 
with  very  little  means,  and  took  up  eighty  acres 
three  miles  below  the  present  town  of  Berrien,  re- 
maining there  a  few  j-ears.  From  there  he  moved 
to  another  part  of  the  county  and  took  up  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  improved  and 
resided  upon  for  some  time.  After  the  death  of 
his  wife  he  sold  out  and  married  the  widow  Ford, 
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on  whose  place  lie  lived  until  liia  <Jeatli.  He  was 
a  prudent,  industrious  man  and  one  wliose  career 
was  without  a  flaw.  Of  tlit;  six  children  born  to 
his  flfst  union  all  are  now  living,  as  follows: 
Andrew,  of  Kenien  Springs;  Hon.  Thomas  Marrs, 
of  Herrjen  Centre;  Samuel;  William,  of  California; 
Eliza  J.,  wife  of  1*.  II.  Webster,  of  Hen-ion  Centre; 
and  Malinda,  wife  of  Tiobridge  Suow,  of  Berrien 
Springs.  Mr.  Mnri^  was  four  times  ntanied,  and 
his  third  union  resulted  in  tlic  hirth  of  two  cliildi'en : 
Frank,  of  Berrien  Springs;  and  Klizabeth,  wife  of 
Burdett  McGlll,  wlio  resides  close  to  Berrien 
Springs.  Mr.  Marrs  was  one  of  the  early  Justices 
of  the  Peace  of  Berrien  Township,  and  a  man  who 
was  popular  with  all  classes. 

Samuel  Marrs  was  one  of  the  lirst  children  born 
in  lierrien  County.  Ills  early  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  old  log  schoolliouse  with  slab 
benches,  desks  fastened  to  the  wali,  etc.,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  go  some  distance  through  the  woods. 
The  second  school  he  attended  was  but  little 
better  in  the  way  of  furniture  than  the  other  one, 
but  lie  applied  himself  and  received  a  fairly  good 
education.  Mr.  Marrs  says  tlie  finest  penman  he 
cvBr  saw  was  a  Pottawaton  e  Ind  an  and  le  with 
several  of  the  other  joung  f  Iks  of  tl  e  ne  ghbor- 
hood,  attended  writ  ^  set  ool  ta  gl  t  b  that 
Indian.  Onconimeic  g  1  Ce  f o  I  s  If  young 
Marrs  engaged  in  the  arpent  t  ade  f  &  x  years, 
and  assisted  in  building  some  of  the  Hrst  frame 
residences  ever  erected  around  Berrien  Springs. 

After  this  he  went  to  the  Ford  Farm  and  took 
care  of  his  father  for  two  years.  There,  in  1855,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Galena,  a  native  of 
this  county,  born  in  1836,  and  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Betsey  Galena,  natives  of  Ohio,  but  who 
came  to  this  county  about  183.^.  For  a  few  years 
after  his  marriage  he  resided  on  the  farm  of  liis 
mother-in-law,  after  which  he  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides,  but  did  not  move  on  it 
for  seven  years  after  purchasing.  His  farm  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  and  twenty'  acres  in  woods, 
and  for  this  he  paid  $900.  There  was  no  road 
leading  to  the  place,  and  it  was  covered  w^th  heavy 
timber,  but  Mr.  Marrs  cleared  a  portion  of  it 
before  the  war.  He  now  has  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  under  cultivalion,  and  to  his  original 


purchase  he  has  since  added  twenty  acres.  Four- 
teen children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  seven  of 
whom  survive:  Martha,  wife  of  James  Galigar; 
Arthur;  Andrew;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Rayhnck; 
Hugh;  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Flasher;  and  -Tessie. 
Mra.  Marrs  died  in  November,  1873,  and  in  Decem- 
ber of  the  following  year  Mr.  Marrs  married  Miss 
Maggie  Westfall,  of  New  York,  and  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  Jane  WestfaSi,  who  came  to 
this  county  previous  to  the  Civil  War. 

To  this  second  union  six  children  were  born, 
four  of  whom  arc  now  living:  Jennie,  Thomas, 
Ada  and  May.  In  connection  with  farming  Mr. 
Marrs  is  actively  engaged  in  fruit-growing  and 
has  twenty-five  acres  of  orchai'd  on  his  place,  six 
acres  being  devoted  to  small  fruit.  His  home  is 
one  of  the  pleasantest  in  the  township  and  every 
thing  about  it  denotes  peace,  prosi>critv  and 
thrift.  He  has  held  a  number  of  local  oflices, 
Township  Treasurer,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  etc., and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  same  in  a  creditable 
and  satisfactory  manner.  Politically,  lie  is  a 
prominent  Republican. 


=^#i#^ii-^->^S^^ 


Uir.LIAM  B.  EIDSON.  This  prominent 
citizen  of   the  county  was  born  in  North 

IJT^  Carolina,  and  was  second  in  order  of 
birth  of  six  children  born  to  John  and  Sarah 
(Eidson)  Eidson,  natives  of  the  grand  old  State  of 
Virginia.  The  Eidson  family  is  of  English  and 
Scotch  lineage  and  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  early  history  of  Virginia,  the  members 
being  leading  planters  of  tliat  State.  John  Eidson. 
the  paternal  great-grandfather .  of  our  subject, 
served  in  the  War  fur  Independence,  and  occupied 
an  official  position  in  the  Colonial  army. 

John  Eidson  and  wife  moved  to  North  Carolina 
at  an  early  date,  and  there  resided  for  seven  or 
eight  yeai-s,  the  father  engaged  as  a  planter. 
Later  they  moved  to  Ohio  and  there  the  father  re- 
ceived his  final  summons  in  1835.  His  wife 
survived  liim  until  1870.  The  six  children  born 
to  tUem  lived  to  matui-eyear^,  with  the  exception 
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of  one  wiio  ilied  in  infancy.  Tlie  otiiei-s  were: 
Barney,  decu.ased,  vvjio  was  twice  married  and 
left  two  children;  W.  B.,  onv  subject;  Frances, 
"wife  of  William  Eontie,  of  Iowa;  Elizabelb,  de- 
ceased; and. John  E.,  wlio  resides  at  Berrien  Springs, 
tliis  county. 

The  tirst  few  years  of  our  subject's  life  were 
passed  in  liis  native  State  and  on  bis  father's 
plantation.  He  was  educated  in  tlie  common 
schools  of  Ohio  and  in  those  of  Michigan,  having 
attended  school  after  he  was  grown  and  married. 
He  attended  one  term  with  bis  flrst-boni  son.  In 
1844  he  made  his  lirst  appearance  in  Michigan, 
landing  here  on  his  twenty-first  birthday,  and 
with  $10  in  casli.  tie  came  with  bis  cousin,  and 
for  some  time  worked  by  the  month,  receiving  $12 
per  mouth.  Heing  frugal  and  industrious,  he 
accumulated  some  means,  and  when  twenty-seven 
years  of  age  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  Weaver, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  llie  daughter  of  David  and 
Ann  Weaver. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Eidscn  was 
the  ■owner  of  sixty-one  acres  of  land  (not  all  paid 
for)  and  liad  but  little  money.  He  con  tinned  as  he 
had  started,  to  work  very  bard,  and  by  economy 
and  bard  work  has  accumulated  a  comfortable 
fortune.  He  purchased  and  improved  a  farm, 
which  he  recently  sold  to  his  son  Edward  for  $37 
pet  acre.  This  consists  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  whicli  cost  biin  at  the  time  of  purchase  $10 
per  acre.  Mr.  Eidson  improved  this  farm  hand- 
somely; he  cleared  up  one  hundred  aci'es,  erected 
a  house  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,  a  barn  at  a  cost  of 
$1,200,  and  made  numerous  other  improvements. 

Ih  1888our  subject  sold  his  farm  and  purchased 
a  liandsome  home  adjoining  the  town  of  Berrien 
Springs.  This  place  cou.sisls  of  over  eleven  acres, 
witli  a  fine  oi'chard  of  apple  trees,  and  lately  Mr. 
Kidson  has  been  transplanting  pe.tr  and  plum  trees, 
malting  an  oi'cliard  of  one  acre  lor  this  place.  He 
paid  $1,500  for  the  pro|ierty,  and  spent  at  least 
$900  in  making  improvements.  For  some  time 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  I<]tdson  was  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  in  Berrien  Springs,  owning  tlie 
first  barn  in  that  village,  and, as  his  custom  was 
email  at  first,  his  Criends  thought  it  a  bad  invest- 
ment.    At    first    he    started    in    partnership    willi 


John  Weaver,  with  only  six  horses,  but  the  trade 
soon  demanded  more  horses  and  they  carried  on  a 
thtiving  business.  Our  subject  then  sold  out  his 
interest  and  engaged  in  farming.  While  in  the 
livery  business  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brooms,  being  a  partner  ,of  .lames 
Andrews,  llie  pioneer  broom-maker  of  Berrien 
Springs. 

When  Mr.  Eidson  first  came  to  this  country  it 
was  sparsely  settled,  churches  and  schooihouscs 
were  tew  and  far  between,  and  the  whole  country 
was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  trees.  There 
was  no  church  in  Berrien  Spdngs,  but  there  was 
one  schoolhouse,  and  in  that  meetings  were  held, 
all  denominations  attending.  Mr.  Eidson  has 
been  very  successful  in  all  the  occupations  he  has 
followed,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  noble  wife, 
who  has  ever  been  at  his  right  hand,  has  accumu- 
lated sufHcient  me.ans  to  enable  them  to  pass  the 
remainder  of  tlieir  d.ays  in  ease  and  plenty.  Ten 
children  have  been  given  this  most  estimable 
couple,  but  two  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are: 
Gilbert, of  tliis  county;  Hattie;  Frances;  John,  of 
Minnesota;  Edward,  on  the  home  place;  William, 
a  traveling  man;  and  Herbert  B.  The  last  two  are 
in  the  hardwai-e  business  at  Hudson,  Ind.,  and  are 
live,  energetic  business  men. 


lilSRAEL  P.  HETTON,  a  successful  agriculturist. 
il{  wlio  has  held  with  distinguished  ability  many 
/ll  important  positions  of  public  trust  in  Berrien 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of 
Napier  Township,  liedfoid  County,  Pa.,  and  was 
born  July  10,  1831.  His  father, Benjamin  Wright 
Hutton,  born  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  October  23, 
1800,  combined  the  occupations  of  a  farmer  and 
teacher  until  he  came  to  Michigan.  Tlie  paternal 
grandfather,  Levi  Hutton,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Quaker  Slate,  but  the  family  were  of  direct  English 
descent.  The  mother,  Bculah  (Harris)  Hutton, 
born  November  22,  1795,  in  Chester  County, 
Pa.,  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Harris,  likewise 
a    Pennsylvanian,   and  a  soldier    of    the    lievolu- 
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tionary  War.  Tlie  parents  o[  our  subjett  were 
wedded  in  tlieir  native  State  October  25,  1820, 
and  settled  flret  near  their  early  }iome,  but  later 
emigrated  to  Miami  County,  Ohio.  In  a  brief 
time,  however,  they  returned  to  the  Quaker  State 
and  located  in  Bedford  County.  In  September, 
1846,  the  father  and  mother  starte*!  for  Miehigun 
and  landed  at  White  Pigeon  October  28.  Settling 
at  Three  Rivers,  the  father  ran  u  sawmill  a  few 
years,  and  also  farmed  upon  rented  land  for  a  ' 
time,  but  soon  gave  up  the  tilling  of  the  soil. 

Later  the  parents  with  their  family  made  tlieir 
home  in  Van  Buven  County,  where  the  mother 
died  November  22,  !  8ti4.  The  father  passed  away 
.June  20.  1885,  on  the  old  homestead  where  our 
subject  resides.  Benjamin  and  Beulali  Hutton  had 
welcomed  to  their  humble  home  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Caroline  M.,  Will- 
iam Wesley,  Hiram  W.,  Israel  P.,  .lohn  H.,  David 
F.  and  Ruth  A.  In  early  life  the  parents  were 
Quakers,  but  the  father  became  a  Methodist  and 
was  active  in  church  work.  He  was,  when  young,  a 
Whig  and  afterward  a  strong  Republican.  He  was 
a  local  leader,  frequently  a  delegate  to  conven- 
tions, and  was  Sheriff  of  St,  Joseph  County,  serving 
with  ability  and  discharging  his  duties  with  i 
varying  fidelity.  He  was  an  ardent  advocate  of 
temperance  and,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  encour- 
aged the  cause  of  the  Union  during  tlie  Civil  War. 
Generous  to  a  fault,  and  a  sincere  friend,  kind 
and  obliging,  lie  was,  if  wronged,  a  bitter  enemy, 
and,  a  man  of  strong  character,  was  beloved  and 
respected.  Our  subject  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Micliigan,  and  had  received  his 
education  in  the  little  subscription  schools  of  his 
native  State.  He  worked  out  by  the  day  and 
month  two  years  and  then  was,  at  eighteen  years 
of  age,  bound  out  to  learn  the  milling  business  with 
Bowman  &  Hoffman,  of  Three  Rivers.  Remain- 
ing two  years  as  an  apprentice,  he  afterwards 
worked  a  twelvemonth  as  a  journeyman  and  then, 
the  mill  having  been  burned,  was  obliged  to  seek 
employment  elsewhere,  locating  on  October  21, 
1851,  in  Summerville,  Cass  County,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  mill  of  Burris  Moore. 

December  6,  185.1,  our  subject  bought  Die  mill, 
and  in    1857,  prospering,  erected  a  new  sawmill. 


and  in  1868  built  a  gristmill  with  three  run  of 
stone,  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  Mr.  Hutton  oper- 
ated the  mill  until  1873,  when  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  his  present  farm,  and  the  next  year 
built  his  handsome  residence,  costing  M,000.  The 
farm  which  he  had  previously  purchased  in  1864 
had  sixty  acres  of  cleared  land.  In  1876,  Mr. 
Hutton  bought  back  his  old  mill  and  oi»rated  it 
until  it  was  burned,  in  1884.  He  now  owns  three 
hundred  and  thirteen  finely  cultivated  acres,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  pieces  of  farming  property 
in  this  part  of  Berrien  County.  On'  January  13, 
1863,  Israel  P.  Hutton  and  Mrs.  Anna  M.  (Moore) 
Millard  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Hutton 
is  a  daughter  of  Burrowes  and  Elizabeth  (Reed) 
Moore,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  father 
having  been  born  in  1796,  and  the  mother  in 
1800.  They  were  married  in  Pennsylvania  and 
moved  to  White  Pigeon,  Midi.,  in  1832,  after- 
ward living  in  Kalamazoo  County  and  finally 
locating  in  Three  Rivers,  where  they  kept  a  hotel 
before  there  was  a  house  in  the  place.  In  1848 
they  made  their  home  in  Cass  County,  settling  in 
Summerville,  where  Mr,  Moore  ran  a  gristmill 
until  oursubject  bought  him  out.  Unto  the  union 
of  Anna  M.  Moore  and  her  first  husband  were 
born  three  children:  Joseph  B.;  Edward  F.;  and 
Nancy  M.,  a  graduate  of  St.  Mary,  and  a  success- 
ful teacher.  The  eldest  son,  Joseph  B.,  is  a  farmer 
and  dairyman  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.  Edward  F. 
is  a  patentee  of  wood-pulp.  The  daughter  is  the 
wife  of  Freeman  Bell,  and  lives  in  Colorado.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Hutton  was  born  April  21,  1820, 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  father,  Burrowes  Moore, 
died  in  June,  1872.  The  mother  survived  until 
October,  1888.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, live  of  whom  are  now  living:  Mre.  Hutton, 
Alfred  B..  Ambrose  Y.,  Edward  M.  and  Robert  F. 
Mrs.  Moore  was  in  religious  belief  a  Presbyterian; 
the  father  was  a  Free-WlU  Baptist.  Mr.  Moore 
was  an  anti-slavery  man,  honest  and  conscientious. 
The  home  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children.  Arthur 
D.,  born  June  19,  1864,  died  September  29,  1866. 
Robert  F.,  born  September  16,  1855,  married 
Ella  Mendenhall  and  has.  two  childi-en,  L.  Arthur 
and  Nina.     Robert  F.travels  for  the  Davis  &  Ran- 
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kin  Manufacturing  an<l  Building  Company,  of  Clii-   I 
cago.     He  is  liked  liy  tlje  flrm  an<l  is  succeeding  in    i 
ttiii,  line  of  work.  *  Wilfred  fli.,  tlie  next  son    ot    | 
our  subject,  is  the  AssistantCasliierof  tke  Citizens'   ; 
National  Hank  of  Niles.     lie  was  born    .hine    26, 
18.57,  and  niiirried  Miss  Sarah  Reedy,  and  resides    i 
in  Kiles.     lie  is  the  father  of  two  clilldren.  <5ertie    : 
and  Leona.     Klizaheth  I-.,  born  March  30,   1858,   '. 
10    the    wife  of  Adelbcrt  D.  Connine,  and  makes 
tier  home  in  Dowagiac;  she  lias  one  child,    Iteu-    i 
lah    IF.     Beulali    A.,  born  August  29.  1859,  is  the   i 
wife  of  Fred  G.  I^wis,  and  with  her  two  cliildren,  i 
Anna    Mary  and    Marguerite,  is  at  liome  on    the   i 
farm.  Parthenia,  ijorn  .July  19, 1861,  is  the  young- 
est and  completes  the  family  list.     Mr.  and  Mrs.   ; 
Iliitton  are  valued  members  of  the  Free-Will  Bap-  | 
tist  church  at  Suramerville,  and  both  take  an  active    i 
part  in  religious  work.     Mr.  Hutton  was  urged  to    : 
flct«pt  the  l>caconship,  but  refused.     He  is  Trustee    i 
of  the  church  and  Treasurer  and  has  been  Super-    I 
intendent  of  the  Sab  bath -school  for    nine    years. 
The  daughters  have  also  been  teachere  in  the  Sab-   | 
batli-school.     Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member   i 
of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  at  Poka-   j 
gon,  having  united  with   this  lodge  thirty  yeai-s 
ajfo.     He  W.1S  Treasurer  of  the  lodge  for  a  num- 
ber  of    terms.     For    twelve    years    he    has    also 
been  a  member  of    the  Ancient    Order    of  United 
Workmen  at  Niles.     The  children   enjoyed  excel- 
lent  educational   advantages,  and  most  of  them    i 
attended  school  at  Niles.     Robert,  Elizabeth  and    1 
Keulah  liave  been  teachers.     For  years  our  subject 
was  a  School  Director  at  Summervilje  and,  a  friend 
to  educational  advancement,  aided  in  the  progress 
ot  the  schools  of  the  liome  district.    In  early  times 
a  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  he  cjist  his  fii-st  Presi- 
dential  vote  for  (ien.  W.  Scott  in   18,'J2,  and  has 
been  prominent  all  the  years  since  his  majority  in 
tlie  local  councils  of    his  party,  representing  his 
constituents  at  various  Slate  and  county  conven- 
tions.    He  was  .Justice  of  the    Peace  in   Pokagon 
Townsliip   for  sixteen    years  and  served  ably    in 
the  same  judicial  capacity  for  three   years  in  Ber- 
rien Township,  and  was  also,  in  1875,  elected  Super- 
visor of  licrrien  Townsliip.     A  man  of  executive 
ability,  our   subject    stimulated    and    encouraged 
enleiprise,  and  in  1872  was  one  of   the  organizers 


of  the  Citizens'  National  Bank  of  Niles,  estab- 
lished with  a  capital  of  150,000  and  a  surplus  of 
$15,000.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  a  Director 
of  that  well-known  financial  institution,  and  is  at 
present  its  valued  Vice-President.  He  is  also  a 
Director  of  the  First  State  Savings  Bank  of  Niles, 
which  was  organized  in  1891,  with  a  capital  of 
$25,000.  Financially  pri«pered  and  occupying  a 
high  social  position,  Mr.  Hutton  and  the  various 
membere  of  his  family  are  leading  lives  of  busy 
industry, and  command  the  high  regard  of  a  num- 
erous acquaintance  and  old-time  friends,  the  asso- 
ciates of  many  yeai's. 


,£_^ON.  AMOS  SMITH.  For  many  years,  or 
IfjjJ  since  his  location  in  tliis  county,  the  repu- 
is^  tatiou  which  Mr.  Smith  has  enjoyed  has 
i^J  been  not  only  that  of  a  siibstantial  and  pro- 
gressive farmer,but  thatof  an  intelligent  and  thor- 
oughly posted  man  in  all  public  affairs.  Agricul- 
ture has  formed  the  principal  occupation  of  this 
gentleman,  and  tlie  wide-awake  manner  in  which 
he  has  taken  advantage  of  all  methods  and  ideas 
tending  to  the  enhanced  value  of  his  property  has 
hart  a  great  deal  to  do  with  obtaining  the  compe- 
tence which  lie  now  enjoys. 

He  is  a  native  of  the  grand  old  Keystone  Stale, 
born  in  .Springfield  Township,  Erie  County,  August 
7,  1829,  and  his  father,  Charles  V.  Smith,  was  born 
in  the  same  townsliip.  The  elder  Mr.  Smith  was  a 
farmer  and  always  resided  at  his  birthplace,  dying 
there  February  17,  1885,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Emily  Leech,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in 
1808.  .She  was  married  in  Erie  Connty,  Pa.,  and 
died  there  in  1889.  Our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
father, Oliver  Smith,  was  liorn  in  Ashland,  Conn.,  in 
I7fi0,  and  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  about  1800. 
Of  tlie  eleven  children  born  to  his  parents  our 
subject  was  ^econd  in  orderof  birth.  His  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  in  his  native  county,  and, 
like  the  average  farmer  boy,  his  early  education 
was  received  in  tlie  country  schools.     In   1852  lie 
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took  a  course  in  the  commercial  college  iit  Pitts- 
burgh. Previous  to  tbis,  in  1848,  he  came  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  with  his  uiicte,  Joshua  Leech,  and 
remained  in  this  State  one  year,  after  which  he 
returned  to  liis  native  soil.  In  the  tall  of  the 
same  year  he  went  to  Yazoo,  Miss.,  and  taught  a 
five-months  term  of  school  there.  Returning  to 
his  home  in  Pennsylvania  in  1850  he  resided 
there  for  two  yeai-s,  and  taught  two  terms  of  writ- 
ing-school. He  also  taught  book-keeping,  and 
subsequently  finished  his  education  at  Clinlon, 
N.  Y.  He  began  teaching  when  nineteen  years  of 
age  and  followed  this  piofession  for  some  time. 

In  the  fall  of  1852  he  returned  to  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  and  survey- 
ing, as  he  had  made  the  latter  a  study,  and  was 
soon  assisting  the  County  Surveyor.  Later  he  was 
made  Deputy  County  Surveyor,  and  in  1854  he 
was  elected  to  that  office,  holding  that  position 
and  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  upon  it  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner  until  January,  1861. 
During  this  time,  in  the  winter  be  was  engaged  in 
teaching  the  Spencerian  system  of  writing.  After 
being  out  of  office  one  term  he  was  re-elected 
Surveyor,  served  one  term,  and  then  refused  the 
nomination  for  the  next  term,  preferring  to  teach. 

In  1855  he  jiurchased  forty  acres  of  land  and 
farmed  the  same  in  addition  to  his  other  duties 
during  the  years  spoken  of  above.  In  1875  the 
County  Surveyor  was  killed  and  Mr.  Smith  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  the  next  elec- 
tion. At  the  next  regular  convention  he  was 
again  nominated,  and  later  was  elected,  serving 
until  1883.  In  October  of  that  year  he  was  elected 
County  Drain  Commissioner,  which  office  he  held 
two  years.  So  ably  and  well  did  he  discharge  the 
duties  of  Ihe  different  offices  entrusted  to  him, 
and  so  well  were  his  services  appreciated  by  the 
public,  that  he  was  elected  State  Senator  in  1868, 
serving  one  term,  as  was  customary  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Smith  has  also  been  Supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship and  has  led  a  very  busy  life.  He  has  had  a 
great  deal  of  guaidian  and  administrator  work  to 
perform,  besides  his  official  business.  Alive  to 
matters  of  public  importance,  and  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  tlie  Republican  partj',  with 
which  he  has  always  been    identified,  he  is  one  of 


the  most  influential  men  of  the  county.  His  firet 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Scotl.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  prominent  meinl>er  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  has  been  Worshipful  Master  several 
terms.  He  is  a  member  also  of  the  Royal  Aicli 
Chapter  at  Cassopolis.  The  first  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter of  his  lodge,  Mr.  Smith  has  been  chosen  to 
represent  said  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  many 
times. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1853,  Mr.  Smith  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Jane  East,  who  was  born 
in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  who  died  in  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  in  1882.  Three  children  were  the 
fruits  of  this  union:  Charles  F.,  Fred  E.  and 
George  D.  Mrs.  Smith  was  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Friends'  Church  and  for  many  years  was  an 
active  worker  in  the  same.  October  4,  1883,  he 
married  Miss  Sue  Bogue,  also  an  active  member  of 
the  Friends'  Church.  The  forty  acres  of  land  first 
owned  by  Mr.  Smith  have  since  been  increased  to 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  acres,  in  three  differ- 
ent farms.  Mr.  Smith  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  educational  matters,  having  had  much  to  do  in 
building  up  the  Vandalia  graded  school,  now  one 
of  the  best  schools  in  the  county. 


^l@®®I^M-s- 


eF.  UERTRAM.     The  fruit  farm  belonging 
to  Mr.  Bertram  is  one  of  the  best  in  Berrien 
County,  and  is  located   on   section  36,  St. 

Joseph  Township.  The  property  consists  of  twenty 
acres,  all  of  which  are  planted  to  fruit,  ten  acres 
being  devoted  to  blackberries,  three  and  one-half 
acres  to  grapes,  two  acres  to  raspberries,  and  tliere 
are  also  two  hundred  and  sixty  peach  trees,  one 
hundred  apple  and  three  hundred  pear  trees.  The 
purchase  price  of  the  farm  was  $2,500,  but  the 
many  improvements  since  added  thereto  have 
greatly  increased  its  value  and  it  is  now  worth 
about  *7,000. 

Germany  has  contributed  many  of  her  most 
enterprising  sons  to  tlie  United  States,  and  among 
the  number  who  have  sought  fortune  and  friends 
in  the  New  World  may  be  mentioned  the  name  of 
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C.  F.  Bertram,  wlio  was  born  in  Flanover.  His  fa- 
ther, Frederick,  was  likewise  a  native  of  Hanover, 
and  for  a  time  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
wagon-maker,  biit  later  secured  a  position  as  gar- 
dener for  n  nunnery.  In  his  native  land  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Louisa  Qneston,  who  died  in  Germany 
after  having  become  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
live  of  whom  are  now  (1893)  living.  Tliey  are 
Louie,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  South  Da- 
kota; C.  F.,  of  this  sketch;  Minnie,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Chicago-  Ernest,  a  successful  agri- 
culturist of  South  Dakota;  and  Christina,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Conrad  Heine,  a  resident  of  Chicago. 

In  1872  the  father  of  the  family  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  remained  with  his  children 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1890.  C.  F., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  recipient  of  ex- 
cellent advantages  in  his  native  country,  and  has  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  Oerman  language. 
Siuce  coming  to  America  he  has  learned  to  read 
and  write  the  Englisli  language.  He  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  1861,  and  for  a  time  worked  on  a 
farm  in  Cook  County,  Hi.,  later  spent  six  months 
in  Chicago,  and  afterward  resided  for  a  short  time 
in  St.  Louis  and  Nashville.  During  the  late  war 
he  was  in  the  Commissary  Department  of  the 
United  States  army. 

After  a  short  sojourn  in  Cliicago  Mr.  Bertram 
went  to  California,  making  the  journey  via  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  upon  reaching  the  Golden 
State  followed  farming  for  nine  years.  During 
the  most  of  the  time  he  raised  hops,  meeting  with 
varying  success  in  that  business.  From  California 
lie  returned  to  Chicago,  where  he  resided  for  six 
years,  and  thence,  in  1881,  he  came  to  Berrien 
County  and  located  upon  the  place  where  he  now 
resides.  His  marriage  took  place  in  1873  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Dora  Iteyniers,  who  was  born 
in  Germany  and  came  to  this  country  when  about 
twenty  years  old.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children.  Bernhart,Bertliel,  Hilda  and  Bruno,  all 
of  whom  are  with  their  parents. 

In  liis  religious  convictions,  Mr.  Bertram  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  its  various  enterprises.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Foi-esters 
of  Chicago.     He  is  a  man  who  delights  in  witness- 


uit  of  his  township  and  county, 
and  who  may  always  be  relied  upon  to  contribute 
his  quota  to  the  attainment  of  the  desired  result. 
In  his  political  belief,  he  adheres  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Uepublican  party  and  is  ])rominent 
in  local  politics. 


CU  ARL  HERMAN,  a  highly-respected  and  suc- 
cessful  general  agriculturist  located  upon 
"  section  15,  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien 
County,  is  a  native  of  Wurtemberg, Germany, and 
was  born  September  24,1829.  The  father,  John 
Herman,  and  the  mother,  whoso  maiden  name  was 
Scheu,  were  both  horn  in  Germany,  and  received 
a  limited  education  in  the  Government  schools. 
They  were  of  honest  but  jiumble  parentage,  and 
the  father  worked  as  a  day-laborer.  He  and  his 
good  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  sons,  of  whom 
Carl  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  The  mother 
died  in  the  land  of  her  birth,  and  in  1868  the  fa- 
ther came  to  America  to  make  his  home  witli  his 
son  Carl,  and  here  died. 

Our  subject  attained  to  manhood  in  the  Old 
Country,  and  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  wlien, 
shortly  before  emigrating,  he  was,  in  1857,  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Vetter,  a  native 
of  Germany,  who,  in  company  with  her  husband, 
almost  immediately  sailed  for  America.  They  did 
not  tarry  long  in  the  East,  but  were  in  a  brief  time 
located  in  Berrien  County,  their  first  home  being 
in  NiSes  Township.  Five  years  later,  in  1862, 
they  removed  to  a  farm  purchased  by  Mr.  Herman 
in  Bertrand  Township.  Three  years  afterward 
our  subject  profitably  disposed  of  this  farm,  and 
in  1865  bought  the  valuable  homestead  of  one 
hundred  acres,  where  with  his  family  he  has  since 
resided.  The  improvements  then  on  the  place 
consisted  mainly  of  an  old  house  with  a  dilapi- 
dated roof  and  no  floor.  During  the  past  twenty- 
eight  years  the  acreage  has  been  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  a  comfortable  and 
attractive  residence,  commodious  l;)arns  and  out- 
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buildings  have  made  tlie  old  fArm  one  of  the  plens- 
iint  homesteads  of  Bertrand  Township.  . 

Mr.  and  Mvs.  Herman  have  had  six  children, 
three  daughters  and  three  sons.  Cliavles  resides  in 
Nebraska;  David  also  makes  his  home  in  that 
State;  JSIinnic  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Eliniiiger,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Bertrand  Township;  Lucy  is 
tlie  wife  of  Washington  Gogley,  and  lives  in  Indi- 
ana; George  and  Ida  are  at  liome.  Onr  subject 
arrived  in  the  United  States  with  little  or  no  cap- 
ital, and  has  with  sturdy  self-reliance  and  persist- 
ent industry  steadily  won  his  way  upward  to  a 
position  of  comparative  ease  and  comfort.  Prac- 
tical, and  possessing  excellent  judgment,  lie  has 
made  a  success  of  general  (arming,  and  also  raises 
some  fine  stock.  Mr.  Herman  is  a  Democi'at,  iind 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  local  progress  and 
mutual  welfare  is  a  true  and  liberal  American  citi- 
zen. He  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  a  polititnan, 
but  IS  well  j)0stert  in  national  and  local  affaii-s. 


lli'OHNT.  VANDERVEKRis  numbered  among 

the  representative  farmers  and  friiit-grow- 
ei's  of  Water viiet  Township,  Berrien  Ctoun- 
'^^'  ty,  and  is  a  highly  respected  gentleman,  both 
for  his  good  business  qualifications  and  his  upright 
character.  His  birth  occurred  in  Emmet  Town- 
ship, Callioun  County,  Mich.,  December  3,  1851, 
he  being  a  son  of  James  and  Nancy  (Young) 
Vanderveer. 

The  grand  father  ot  our  subject,  John  Vander- 
veer, was  born  in  New  Jorsej',  where  he  was  trained 
to  be  a  sailor.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Glenn  Town- 
ship, Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  died  in 
1861J,  on  the  farm  which  he  had  cleared  and  im- 
proved. He  served  in  the  Kew  York  Assembly, 
and  proved  himself  worthy  of  that  responsible 
position.  His  wife  was  Miss  Ann  Vorhees,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children:  Jolin, 
William,  f^wis,  James,  Newlon,  Ruth  and  Arthur. 
Ali  of  these  children  have  become  the  heads  ot 
families,  with  the  exception  of  John  and  Arthur. 


The  mother  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Dnti^h  Reformed 
Chui-ch,  and  died  in  I860.  The  father  was  a  Whig 
and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

James  Vanderveer  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Glenn,  N.  Y.,  February  U,  1828,  and  worked  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when  he 
moved  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  and  settled  on 
a  quart«r-section  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
lake,  near  Battle  Creek.  lie  improved  this  tract 
and  lived  on  it  until  1855, at  which  time  lie  moved 
into  the  town  of  Itattle  Creek,  and  embarked  in 
the  mereantile  business.  -Soon  afterward  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  everything  that  he  had  by 
fire,  but  amid  ali  these  discouragements  Mr.  Van- 
derveer kept  up  courage,  and  again  moved  to  the 
country  to  try  his  fortune.  This  time  he  came  to 
Berrien  County  and  settled  in  Benton  Township, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two  luindi'cd  and 
sixty  acres,  which  he  has  since  given  to  his  chil- 
dren. He  has  served  in  six  different  township 
offices  and  gives  his  influence  to  the  Democratic 
party,  although  he  was  at  one  time  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Whig  and  Republican  platforms. 
His  faithful  wife,  who  still  survives,  is  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Van  Wert)  i'oung,  who 
were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Joseph  Young  was  a  pioneer  of  Calhoun  County, 
going  there  about  the  year  183*!.  In  his  religions 
atliliations  he  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  in  jwlitics  a 
Republican. 

John  T.   Vanderveer  is  one  of  the  fonr  surviv- 
ing childien  horn  to  his  parents,  the  othei-s  being 
William  N.,  Anna  and  Ernest.     John  was  kept  on 
the  farm  until    he   was    nine    yeai-s  old,   and    on 
reaching  his  eighteenth  year  began  life  on  liis  own 
account  by  working  at  116  a  month  for  two  yeai'i'. 
At  the  age  of  twenty,  he   bought  a   farm    of  forty 
acres  in  Benton  Township,  and   in   1878    was  en- 
abled   to   buy    one    hundred    and   sixty   acres    of 
i    timber-land  in  Watervliet  Township,  which  he  at 
'    once    began    clearing    and    improving.     He    now 
I    makes  fruita  specialty,  and  his  farm  is  one  of  the 
!    finest  looking  and  best  kept  in  the  county, 

Our  subject  is  valuableto  this  vicinity   in  politi- 

I    cal    affairs,   and    has    held    some     prominent    and 

accredited  positions,  among  which  is  that  of  Town- 

!   ship  Treasurer   and    Supervisor.     He    is   a    warm 
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adherent  of  the  Democratic  liarty,  and  alsoii  mem- 
her  of  tbe  independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mv.  Vanderveer  was  married  to  Mary  R.  Spencer 
February  I,  1877.  This  lady  was  horn  in  Bain- 
brid{<e,  this  conntj',  to  Charles  A.  and  Elizabetli 
(Dix)  Spencer,  of  BcntK^n  Township.  She  became 
the  mother  of  five  ohrldreii:  Roy,  Peix'v,  Bertha, 
Hessie  and  Nanev. 


J!  UIJTJS  KRfEGER.  One  of  the  distinguish- 
ing cliaractei'istics  of  the  men  who  claim  Po- 
land as  the  land  of  their  birth  or  the  home 
of  their  forefathei-s  is  a  strong  individual- 
ism, that  gives  an  impetus  to  their  lives  and  nobil- 
ity to  their  cliai-actt-i-s.  In  whatever  land  they 
may  establish  homes,  they  display  a  certain  energy 
and  loyalty  that  endear  them  to  their  fellow-citi- 
zens. Among  the  men  of  this  class  some  mention 
may  properly  be  made  of  the  subject  of  this 
skeleli,  who  is  a  well-known  resident  of  Berrien 
County,  and  a  successful  fruit-grower  of  Lincoln 
Township,  residing  on  section  15. 

A  native  of  Poland,  Prussia,  our  subject  was 
born  on  the  1st  of  June,  1842,  being  the  son  of 
Martin  and  PolinaKrieger.  It  was  his  misfortune 
to  be  orphaned  in  childhood,  his  father  having 
died  when  he  was  a  lad  of  six  years,  and  his  mother 
passing  away  five  years  afterward.  His  education 
was  limited  to  a  brief  attendance  at  the  schools  of 
his  native  land,  but  he  has  gained  an  education 
which  is  not  to  be  learned  from  books  or  ac- 
quired by  literary  training.  His  is  the  more  prac- 
tical education  daily  given  to  each  of  us  in  our 
homes  or  at  our  offices,  and  which  can  be  secured 
only  as  the  result  of  experience. 

In  his  youth,  Mr.  Krieger  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tailor,  at  which  he  was  employed  prior  to  his  emi- 
gration to  the  New  World.  He  was  married  in 
Mankerudt,  Poland,  to  Rosalia,  the  daughter  of 
John  Rudnich,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two 
children  at  the  time  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
established  their  lioine   in    the    land    of  the  free. 


It  was  about  the  year  1867  that  they  came  to 
Chicago,  immediately  after  landing  in  this  coun- 
try, and  Mr.  Krieger  found  emploj'ment  in  that 
city,  working  at  his  trade,  for  eight  years.  From 
Chicago  he  came  to  Lincoln  Township  and,  pur- 
chasing ten  acres,  commenced  its  improvement 
and  cultivation.  At  the  present  time  (1893)  he 
owns  fifty  acres,  of  which  about  thirty-four  are 
well  improved.  He  devotes  his  attention  to  fruit- 
raising  and  gardening  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
berries,  which  he  raises  with  success.  All  the 
farm  buildings  have  been  erected  under  his  per- 
sonal supervision  and  are  adapted  to  their  various 
uses. 

The  marriage  of  Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Krieger  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Katie,  who  married  John  Kaloorkins,  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Lincoln  Township;  Theodore,  Wallaria. 
Annie,  .John,  Paulina,  Rosalia,  Julius  and  Alex- 
ander. A  Democrat  politically,  Mr.  Krieger  has 
served  for  two  yeai-s  as  Drain  Commissioner  of  " 
the  township,  and  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
but  refused  to  qualify  for  the  oflice.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  social  affairs  and  uses  his  influ- 
ence to  secure  the  progress  of  the  community 
along  the  lines  of  material  and  commercial  devel- 
opment. What  he  has  and  what  he  is  may  be  at- 
tributed to  his  own  efllorts,  seconded  by  the  co- 
operation of  his  efficient  iielpmate,  for  when  he 
arrived  in  Chicago  he  had  only  ^12  in  his  posses- 
sion. Now  he  occupies  a  position  among  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  township.  He  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Commercial  State  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  In 
his  religious  belief,  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  ia 
identified  with  the  church  at  St.  .Joseph. 


RANK  STEWART  is  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  energy  and  force  of 
■actcr,  and  for  the  upright  and  honor- 
able career  he  has  led  he  is  hpid  in  universal  re- 
spect and  esteem.  His  life  ban  been  rather  an  un- 
eventful one,  but  while  he  has  continued  to  pursue 
the    even    tenor    of   his  way,  he   has   been  a  deep 
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reader  and  thinker,  and  every  important  question 
of  tlie  day  is  given  his  earnest  attention.  Asa 
farmer  he  has  attained  an  enviable  reputation,  for 
in  conducting  his  operations  he  has  brought  his 
good  sense  and  his  practical  views  to  bear,  and  as 
a  result  has  accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this  world's 
goods. 

Mr,  Stewart  is  a  native  of  Van  Buren  County, 
Mich.,  born  in'Paw  Paw  in  the  year  1843,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  children  born  in  the  county.  His 
parents,  Archibald  and  Eliza  A.  (Tanner)  Stewart, 
were  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York,  and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in 
the  latter  State.  The  fatiier  was  a  practical  me- 
ch.inic  and  followed  his  trade  in  the  Empire  State 
until  about  1838,  when  he  decided  that  he  could 
improve  his  chances  in  the  far  West.  He  brought 
his  family  to  Michigan,  located  in  Paw  Paw  and 
there  worked  at  his  trade  with  much  success  for 
some  time.  Later  he  removed  to  Waterviiet,  and 
there  continued  his  former  occupation  until  about 
186i,  when  he  went  to  Coloma,  where  lie  resided 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  man  possessed  of  an 
unusual  amount  of  energy  and  determination,  and 
in  every  walk  of  life  he  acquitted  himself  with 
honor  and  renown. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Stewart  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Helen  M.,  wife 
of  Dr.  Marvin,  of  Covert,  Mich.;    William  E.,  who    ! 
is  proprietor  and   editor  of  the  Senttnel,  at  South 
Haven;  G.  Frank,  our   subject;    Archibald,  of  Co-    ! 
loma,  Mich.;    Eliza,  wife   of  Edwin  K.  Havens,  of 
Lansing,  this  State;  Charles  H.,  who  died  about 
1885;  and  Lucy  D.,  wife  of  Charles  Merrifield,  of 
Chicago.    These  children  all  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  and  became   law-abiding  and  much- 
esteemed  citizens.     The  second  child   died  in   in- 
fancy.    The  original  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth 
child    in  order  of    birth    and    grew    to    manhood 
in    Paw  Paw    Township.     In    the  year    1862    lie 
unlisted  in  Company  I,  Nineteenth  Michigan  In-    ] 
fantiy.     He  was  mustered  in  as  Corporal  Septem-    1 
ber  5,  1862;  appointed  Sergeant  January  15,  1864;    i 
appointed  First    Sergeant  July    2,  1864,  and  was    | 
promoted  to  be  First  Lieutenant  January  II.  1866.    ' 
He  commanded  Company  K  from  March  30,  1865,   | 
until   mustered    out   of    service.     He    joined    (he    j 


Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  was  with  Gens. 
Kosecrans  and  Sherman  in  the  march  to  the  sea, 
participating  in  the  engagements  at  Spring  Hdl, 
Resaca,  Carsville,  New  Hope  Church,  Gulp's  Farm, 
Golgotha.  Peach  Tree  Creek,  siege  of  Atlanta, 
Avreysboro,  Bentonville,  up  through  the  Caroli- 
nas,  and  was  present  at  the  Grand  Review  at  Wash- 
ing ton.  He  was  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  duty 
and  fought  bravely  for  the  Old  Flag. 

After  cessation  of  hostilities  Mr,  Stewart  re- 
turned to  Bainbridge,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  .and 
in  the  year  1866  was  married  to  Miss  Henrietta 
L.  Beyers,  daughter  of  Martin  Beyers,  one  of  Ber- 
rien County's  oldest  and  most  respected  citizens. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Stewart:  Stella  A.,  A.  N.,  Mabel  G.,  Henry  M.  and 
Charles  E.  A.  Mr.  Stewart  served  two  terms  as 
Clerk  of  Bainbridge,  and  in  the  spring  of  1885  he 
was  elected  Supervisor  of  Bainbridge  Township, 
an  office  he  has  held  successively  since.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  [loiities  and  an  active  worker  for 
his  party.  To  all  enterprises  that  tend  to  the  de- 
Telopment  and  growth  of  the  country  Mr,  Stewart 
extends  a  helping  hand,  and  he  is  very  social, 
friendly  and  accommodating.  He  was  Postmaster 
at  Bainbridge  from  October  12,  1868,  until  Au- 
gust 26,  1874.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post  at  Coloma, and  the  Independent  Order 
Of  Odd  Fellows  at  Bainbridge.  Mr.  Stewart  has 
passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  Keeler,  Covert  and 
Bainbridge  lodges,  and  represented  each  lodge  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  ot  the  State. 


Jl(  AMES  KELSEY,  formerly  a  prominent  citi- 
I  zen  of  LaGrange  Townshi|).  Cass  County, 
I  but  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Middlesex, 
^_J'  Conn.,  in  1810,  and  was  the  son  of  James 
and  Jerusha  (Brainard)  Kelsey.  The  family  was 
one  of  considerable  prominence  in  Connecticut 
during  the  Colonial  days  and  was  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  During  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject  served  ,ts  a  member  of    the   Army    of    the 
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Hi- Lawrence;  iind  ono  of  liis  brothers,  also  a  sot- 
diei-  in  the  war,  wns  taken  prisoner  an*!  died  on  a 
man-of-war,  a  prison  ship. 

Tlie  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ezra 
IJraiiiard,  was  for  many  j'eare  a  member  of  ttie 
Connecticut  legislature,  while  liis  son'  was  for  a 
niirabcT  of  years  I'nited  States  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont. Tlio  Braiiiard  family  was  connected  witb 
tlie  early  history  of  tbe  State  of  Connecticut. 
About  tiie  year  1824  James  Kelsey,  fatlier  of  our 
subject,  niigi-ated  to  Rochester,  N.  T.,  and  thence 
to  Niagara  County,  tbe  same  State,  wliere  he  cJied 
at  a  ripe  old  ago.  The  education  of  our  subject 
was  acquired  pi-inci[)ally  m  the  l^ium  and  Henri- 
etta Academies  of  New  York,  and  after  his  sciioot- 
ing  was  completed  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Connecticut,  where  lie  taught  school  for  several 
ycai-s.  Going  again  to  New  York,  he  resumed 
Ills  profes!^ional  laboi-s,  and  for  some  time  taught 
school  in  the  winter  seasons  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing during  the  summer. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kelsey  occurred  in  1836, 
and  united  him  witli  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Depew)  Compton.  Mrs.  Kelsey 
was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1817,  and 
is  a  descendantof  a  Hus"*'""'' f^mi'y'  Her  mother 
rode  on  the  fii-st  train  of  care  in  the  United  Slates. 
The  Compton  family  was  firet  represented  in  Amer- 
ica by  three  brothers,  one  of  whom  died  soon  after 
their  arrival.  The  two  survivors  settled  in  New 
,lei-sey  and  Connecticut  respectively,  Mrs.  Kelsey 
l>eing  a  descendant  of  the  former. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Kelsey  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1839  came  to 
Michigan,  proceeding  directly  to  his  father-in-law's 
home  in  Cass  County.  At  tliat  early  day  no  roads 
had  been  opened  nor  had  any  clearings  been  made. 
For  supi>er  on  the  day  of  their  arrival  ttiey  had 
flsh,  caught  out  of  the  lake  on  the  farm,  wbicli  to- 
day abounds  with  various  specimens  of  the  iinny 
tribe.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Kelsey  and 
his  estimable  wife,  namely:  Dr.  W..I,.  of  whom  see 
sketch  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Hampden,  an  at- 
torney residing  in  Chicago,  who  has  a  son,  James; 
Editli,  the  widow  of  Eugene  Crane;  and  Alice  J. 
The  daughters  are  both  artists,  pos.sessing  unusual 
talent,  and  tlie  younger  daughter,  Krtith.  occupies 


a  prominent  place  in  professional  circles  in  Chi- 
cago, where  she  makes  her  horiie.  Politically,  Mr. 
Kelsey  was  a  Whig  in  early  days,  and  afterward  a 
Republican.  He  accumulated  thi-ee  hundred  acres 
of  good  land,  wliieh  at  his  death,  in  October,  1883, 
was  bequeatlied  to  his  wife.  She,  assisted  by  her 
daugliter  Alice,  now  manages  the  entire  homestead, 
attending  to  the  work  in  a  manner  highly  credit- 
able to  herself,  and  securing  bountiful  harvests 
each  year  as  a  result  of  the  systematic  way  in 
which  siie  suijervises  the  place. 


OLIVER  P.  MILLER.  The  petty  difflcuities 
of  tlie  township  in  which  our  subject  re- 
sides find  their  way  to  his  ottlce,  and  he 
sends  the  parties  away  in  better  humor  with  them- 
selves and  with  the  world  in  general  than  they 
were  on  coming  to  him,  for  he  is  a  gentleman 
who,  although  having  an  extended  knowledge  of 
the  prosaic  aspects  of  life,  is  prone  to  see  the 
humorous  side,  and  gild  the  baser  metal  with  the 
brightness  of  wit. 

Mr.  Miller  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  ot  Lake 
Township,  but  was  born  in  Ohio,  Preble  County, 
Angust  19,  1832.  He  was  the  fourth  in  order  nf 
birth  of  nine  children  born  to  Jacob  F,  and  Docia 
(Weaver)  Miller,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Vir- 
ginia, respectively.  Mr.  and  Mi-s,  Miller  were 
married  in  Ohio,  whither  their  parents  had  moved 
at  an  early  date,  and  there  they  resided  on  a  farm 
for  many  yeare.  Mr,  Miller  was  a  popular  man  and 
held  various  offices,  the  most  prominent  being 
those  of  Assessor  and  Commissioner.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  was  under  Gen,  Harrison  in 
the  battle  of  Tippecanoe.  His  death  occurred  in 
the  State  of  his  adoption  February  II,  1849.  The 
Miller  family  came  originally  from  Germany  and 
settled  in  Tennessee,  in  Hawkins  County.  The 
Weaver  family  came  from  England  and  its  mem- 
bers wei-e  among  Ihe  firet  settlers  of  Virginia. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  the  above  men- 
tioned couple,  eiglitlived  to  mature  years:  George, 
who  resides  in  lienton  Harbor;  A.  K.,  who  resides 
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in  West  Manchester,  Ohio;  O.  P.,  our  subject;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Robert  GilfilHn,  of  Ohio;  Robert  D., 
who  lives  Id  Colorado;  Cyrus,  who  resiHes  in  West 
Maiii;hester,  Ohio;  Abigail,  deceased,  the  wife  of 
I^ewis  Howe,  of  Ohio;  and  James,  deceased,  who 
left  n  family  in  Dayton, Ohio.  liotli  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  hart  been  married  previously,  and  the  former 
was  the  fatiier  of  two  children  by  his  first  union: 
Frederick,  deceased,  and  Sarah,  deceased.  Mre. 
Miller's  fii'st  husband  was  .John  Price,  by  whom 
she  had  four  children,  one  dyin^  in  infancy.  Klar- 
idge,  deceased,  left  a  family  in  Illinois;  Ktleu,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Dan  Ilitz,  of  West  Man- 
chester, Ohio;  and  John,  of  Greenville,  Ohio. 
Oliver  1'.  Miller  passed  his  boyhood  and  youtli 
in  Ohio,  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
neighbor  hood,  lie  commenced  life  for  himself  as 
a  eari)enter  and  continued  this  for  ten  years,  meet- 
ing with  fair  success.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1864, 
he  joined  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  attached  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  although  in  1864  it  was  called 
the  Army  of  Ohio.  He  served  in  Maryland  and 
A'lrginia,  and  participated  in  but  one  engagement, 
lieing  mustered  out  at  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  in 
September,  1864.  After  reaching  home  he  re- 
mained thei-e  until  1867,  when  lie  came  to  this 
State,  and  resided  on  rented  land  for  eight  years. 
In  1873  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  unimproved  land,  for  which  he  paid  112 
per  acre,  and  in  1875  he  moved  on  this  farm.  He 
now  has  fifty  acres  under  cultivation  and  is  one 
of  the  foremost  men  of  his  neighborhood.  Nearly 
tlie  entire  time  he  has  resided  on  his  farm  he  has 
held  the  oiflee  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  office  in  a  very  creditable 
manner.  He  has  also  held  the  otflee  of  Township 
Clerk  and  Road  Commissioner. 

In  the  year  1853  Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Ann 
M.  Fye,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Maloy)  Fye,  natives  of 
the  Old  Dominion  and  Ohio,  respectively.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fye  were  tlie  parents  of  fifteen  children, 
nine  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity.  Mary 
E.,  wife  of  H.  Young,  resides  in  Marion,  Ind., 
Margaret,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Meadows,  re- 
Bides  in  De  Lisle,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife 


of  T.  Ross,  makes  her  home  at  Dawn,  Ohio;  Ann  M. 
was  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Benjamin  resides  in 
Richmond,  Ind.;  Charley  is  in  Kansas;  Henry  is 
in  Indiana;  Hester  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Clin- 
.  germau,  of  Niles,  Mich;  and  Jasper  lives  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  Mrs.  Fye  died  in  1864,  and  her 
husband  in  1889.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were 
born  five  children,  as  follows:  Orvin  W.,  of  tliis 
county;  Cleon;  Margai-et  C,  wife  of  William  Ar- 
and,  of  Berrien  County;  Malissa,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  _years;  and  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years.  Mrs.  Miller  died  in  1884.  Mr. 
Miller  is  a  member  of  the  County  Grange  and 
Lake  Grange  No.  84,  of  which  he  is  Secretary.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


,  ^^^Se-^-t^llB^i 


^^  IIARLES  T.  GLEAS()N,an  influential  cit- 
(if  izen  of  Sodus  Township,  Berrien  County, 
^^^J  owns  one  of  the  most  finely  cultivated  and 
highly  improved  homesteads  in  this  part  of  Mich- 
igan. He  has  been  a  resident  of  his  present  local- 
ity for  about  thirty  years  and  is  numbered  among 
the  leading  general  agriculturists  and  prominent 
men  of  his  home  locality.  Mr.  Gleason  isanative 
of  the  Queen 's  dominions,  and  was  born  in  Canada, 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  from  Quebec,  in 
1836.  His  father,  Patrick  Gleason,  was  a  sailor, 
who  made  his  home  in  Ireland, and  died  soon  after 
the  birth  of  his  son  Charles.  Our  subject  spent 
the  days  of  early  boyhood  in  different  parts  of 
Canada,  and  had  but  very  limited  advantages  for 
an  education,  never  attending  school  after  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age.  Ciiarles  was  only  a  boy,  not 
yet  twelve  years  old,  when  he  came  to  the  States 
and  received  his  first  employment  in  Lewiston, 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.  The  lad  obtained  work 
upon  a  farm  and  for  four  years  faithfully  sowed, 
planted  and  reaped,  laboring  with  steady  and  un- 
varying industry,  and  enjoying  few,  if  any,  of  the 
pleasures  incidental  to  youth. 

Having  now  arrived  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  our 
subject  went  to  Buffalo,  and,  a  bright,  intelligent 
lad,  readily  procured  work  and   was  for  the  sue- 
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tecding  two  years  cngjiged  in  «  shi|)-yard.  In 
!85;i,  Mr.  Gleasoii  joiiriieyert  to  the  farther  West 
rtiid  located  iii  Harrington,  III.  For  two  years  I113 
followed  the  trade  of  a  car]>enter  in  that  vicinity, 
and  then  resolved  to  try  liis  fortunes  in  Michigan. 
and  coining  hither  settled  in  Hcrrien  County,  in 
the  immediate  neigiiborhood  of  his  present  home. 
Having  but  very  little  ready  capital,  at  firat  he 
farmed  on  sliai-os,  bnt  in  18G.3  bought  fifty  acres 
of  land,  to  which  lie  has  since  added  Hfty  other 
acres,  the  one  hundred  !w?res  being  among  the  most 
fertile  and  productive  land  in  the  township.  The 
farm  with  its  cultivated  fields  and  attractive  im- 
provements is  especi.illy  noted  by  all  passers-by. 
The  residence,  barns  and  other  buildings  are  mod- 
ern in  construction,  well-planned  and  tastefully 
fuiislied.  Aside  from  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  Mr. 
Oleason  profitnbly  handles  some  excellent  stock, 
and  is  in  every  department  of  .igrieulture  thor- 
oughly practical. 

In  1857,  Charles  Oleason  and  Miss  Harriet  Hem- 
inj^way  were  united  in  marriage.  Mi-s.  Oleason  is 
the  daughter  of  .Jesse  and  Lois  Hemingway,  old- 
linie  residents  of  Uerrien  County,  Mich.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oleason  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters. Jessie  is  tlie  wife  of  Henry  Feather  and  re- 
sides in  Berrien  County.  Nellie  married  Frank 
Smith  and  lives  in  Sodus  Township.  George  mar- 
ried Annie  Clark  and  makes  his  home  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  parents  and  is  a  prosperous  farmer. 
Hattie  and  Mary  ai-e  at  home  and  are  among  the 
most  successful  teachei-s  of  the  county.  Grace,  the 
youngest  eliilrt,  Fred  and  Kd  are  all  still  with 
their  father  and  mother.  Pearl  is  clerking  in  the 
store  of  Cal -Jilleson,  at  Stevensville,  Always  re- 
gretting his  lack  of  education,  our  subject  early 
determined  to  fit  his  children  well  for  tiie  battle 
of  life,  and  to  that  end  stimulated  and  encouraged 
tbem  to  study,  and  gave  thein  every  possible  ad- 
vantage he  could  for  higher  instruction.  Six  of 
the  family  have  been  teachers  and  three  are  yet 
engaged  in  that  vocation. 

Mr.  Crleason  is  not  personally  identified  with  any 
church,  but  his  entire  family  iielong  to  the  Meth- 
odist Kpiscopal  denomination,  and  are  workers  in 
the  chureli  iiud  prominent  in  its  sociiil  gatherings 


and  benevolent  enterprises.  Politically,  our  sub- 
ject is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  ever  been 
trne  to  the  principles  of  the  "Party  of  Reform," 
casting  his  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856.  As 
Koail  Commissioner  Mr.  Gleasou  has  given  faithful 
service  to  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  in  all  the  du- 
ties of  the  day  has  with  sincere  purpose  fultilled 
the  obligations  devolving  upon  him.  Having  se.lf- 
reliantly  won  his  way  in  life,  he  has  the  great 
pleasure  of  seeing  his  children  attain  to  useful  and 
self-respecting  manhood  and  womanhood,  possessed 
of  education  and  natural  ability  to  worthily  fill 
any  place  of  influence  or  honor  to  which  they  may 
be  called. 

Ji  A.  BECKKR,  a  retired  agriculturist  and 
j  leading  citizen  of  Rerrien  Township,  Ber- 
,  rion  County,  Mich.,  has  for  many  years  ac- 
'  lively  participated  in  the  public  work  and 
social  and  religious  life  of  his  home  neighbor- 
liood.  Mr.  Becker  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  born  in  Swatai-a  Township,  Dauphin  County, 
July  27,  1824.  The  parents,  Jacob  and  Anna 
(Becker)  Becker,  also  born  in  the  (Juaker  State, 
in  Lancaster  County,  were  iKitli  of  German  descent. 
The  paternal  gi-eat-g  rand  father  emigrated  when  a 
young  man  to  America  and  settled  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  which  State  his  son,  Grandfather  Henry 
Becker,  was  born.  The  father  of  our  subject  served 
bravely  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  an  industri- 
ous, hard-working  man,  of  earnest  purpose,  and 
combined  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  with  the  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer.  The  parents  were  married  in 
their  birtliplace  and  afterward  made  their  home  in 
Dauphin  County,  on  a  farm  which  the  father 
cleared  and  improved.  Of  the  six  children,  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  who  blessed  the  fireside 
of  the  old  homestead,  our  subject  is  the  sole  sur- 
vivor. The  father  was  a  prominent  man  in  his 
locality.  He  was  a  friend  to  educational  advance- 
ment and  was  an  excellent  German  scholar.  Up- 
right and  intelligent,  he  wasunivoi'saliy  respected, 
and  was  tendered  various  oHjcui  of  the  county, 
which  he  refused  to  accept, 
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Fitllier  Becker,  however,  served  witli  able  fldelily 
as  Assessor  of  the  township  for  several  terms,  and 
also  efficiently  performed  the  duties  of  Collector. 
Tiic  parents  were  both  valued  memliers  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  liberally  assisted  in  tlie  pro- 
motion of  religious  work.  United  in  life,  the 
father  and  mother  were  not  long  dividfd  by  death, 
iKith  passing  to  their  rest  in  1851.  Growing  up 
to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  our  subject  has  always 
given  his  time  and  attention  to  the  pnreuit  of  ag- 
riculture. Obliged  to  assist  his  father  in  his  early 
years,  his  education  was  limited,  but  habits  of  keen 
observation  increased  his  stock  of  practical  kno 
edge.  In  1845,  Mr.  Becker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Klizabeth  Peck,  a  native  of  Dauphi 
County,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Conrad  Peck. 
Mrs.  Becker  was  born  in  1826,  .ind  received  a  good 
common  education  in  the  schools  of  her  home  dis- 
trict. After  his  marriage  our  subject  carried  on 
Ills  father's  farm  until  he  came  to  Michigan  in 
1866.  At  this  latter  date  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Becker 
settled  on  their  present  homestead,  then  ali  wild 
land. 

In  a  comparatively  short  time  Mr.  Becker  had 
cleared  twenty-five  of  the  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  farm  now 
being  under  high  cultivation.  The  oldstnmpsare 
removed  from  the  land  and  the  modest  frame 
house  in  which  the  family  at  first  resided  was  re- 
placed in  1869  with  a  handsome  brick  residence, 
28x30  feet  in  dimensions,  and  two  stories  in  height; 
teneath  the  ground  ftoor  is  a  fine  cellar.  The  at- 
tnwtive  dwelling  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $3,600. 
The  substantial  barn,  built  four  yeai-s  later  at 
an  expense  of  1600,  is  commodious,  being  36x46 
feet  in  size.  Mr.  Becker  has  also  other  barns  on  the 
valuable  farm  and  has  built  a  number  of  sheds.  The 
largest  barn  is  of  goodly  dimensions,  36x70  feet. 
Aside  from  general  agriculture  Mr.  Becker  profita- 
bly engaged  in  stock-raising  and  planted  an  orchard 
of  five  acres.  The  sons,  now  in  charge,  are  thor- 
oughly practical  and  are  i-epresentative  farmers,  en- 
ergetic and  successful.  They  prosperously  handle 
a  high  grade  of  stock  and  profitably  conduct  mixed 
farming,  harvesting  annually  large  crops. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  our  subject,  all 
living,  are;  Jacob,  married;  Eliza,  Mrs,  Murphy, 


residing  in  .Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass  County, 
and  the  mother  of  three  children;  John,  married; 
Mary,  Mrs,  Fisher,  living  on  the  home  farm,  the 
mother  of  eight  children;  Henry,  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Klizabeth  Baker,  living  In  Berrien  Cen- 
tre, the  father  of  three  children;  Martin,  married 
to  Miss  Easton,  his  home  in  Silver  Ci-eek  Township, 
and  the  father  of  two  children;  Oliver,  single; 
Anna,  the  wife  of  Washington  Harmon,  Berrien 
Springs,  and  the  mother  of  one  child;  Lillie,  wife 
of  Charles  Vaughan,  residing  in  Nebraska,  mother 
of  four  children;  Mary,  wife  of  Cyrus  Linewever, 
at  home  in  Benton  Harbor,  the  mother  of  twochil- 
dren;  Adaline,  wife  of  Alvali  Easton;  living  in 
Berrien  Township,  the  mother  of  five  children; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Jerry  Nederer,  living  in  the  State  of 
Washingtf>n,  the  mother  of  two  children;  and 
Ona"  single.  Tills  household  of  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, who  have  all  worthily  attained  to  manhood 
and  womanhood,  occupy  positionsof  honored  use- 
fulness in  their  various  localities  and  are  known 
as  upright  and  enterprising  citizens,  rec'civing  the 
esteem  of  a  host  of  friends. 

Oursubject  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Berrien  Centre  and  is  actively  connected  with  the 
religious  work  of  the  organization,  occupying  an 
im[>ortant  official  position.  Mr.  Becker  was  Super- 
intendent of  a  Sunday-school  in  his  native  State, 
and  has  long  taught  in  the  school  of  Berrien  Cen- 
tre. His  son  .Tohn  is  the  present  Superintendent 
of  the  Berrien  Centre  Sunday-school  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  His  youngest  daughter  is  also  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  Realizing  the  value 
of  an  education,  our  subject  gave  his  children 
every  possible  opportunity  to  improve  themselves. 
Oliver  is  now  a  student  at  Wittenberg  College, 
Springfield,  Ohio,  Mr.  Becker  has  been  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  many  years,  and  to  his 
efforts  the  excellence  of  the  district  schools  of  his 
locality  is  mainly  due.  Fraternally,  oursubjeetis 
an  active  member  of  tlie  lodge  of  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons  at  Berrien  Springs.  He  also  af- 
filiates with  the  Inde[»endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
of  Berrien  Centre;  he  is  a  Clansman  of  the  Grange 
at  Berrien  Centre  and  has  been  Master.  Formerly 
a  Good  Templ.ir,  he  was  atone  time  Worthy  Chief 
of  the  lodge  at  Berrien  Centre.     Mr.    Becker    has 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  RICHER APHICAL.  RECORD. 


also  been  prominently  identlfidd  witli  various  ag- 
ricultural siicLeties.     Politically  intorested  in  local 
and  National  affairs,  he  is  not  a  radical  gjartisan, 
but  easts  his  vote    impartially    for  the  best    man. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Highway  Commis- 
sioner and  by  his  faithful  discharge  of   duty  gave 
gi'Cit  satisfaction    to   his   fellow-townsmen.     His 
father,  having  signed  notes  for  otliers  and  tlius  be- 
coming surety,  lost  almost  all  nf  his  property.  Our   , 
subject    began    life  for  himself  with  u  capital  of   j 
twelve  cents,  and  with  his  self-reliant  energy  and    j 
genuine  business  ability  has  unaided   won  his  way    I 
upward  to  a  position  of  ease  and  now  enjoys  a  well- 
earned  competence  and  the  sinceie  regard  of  a  wide    ' 
acquaintance,  ' 


TOHN  W.  SNYDER,  the  efficient  Supervisor 
of  Mason  Townsliip,  is  one  of  tlie  prominent 
farnievs  of  the  township,  and  with  such  care 
and  perseverance  lias  he  attended  to  his 
adopted  avocation  that  at  the  present  time  he  is 
classed  among  the  substantial  men  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  near  New  Berlin,  Union  County  (now 
.Snyder),  Pa.,  February  5,  1835,  and  his  father, 
John  K.  Snyder,  was  born  in  the  same  county, 
April  9,  1800.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Snyder,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State, 
and  was  born  in  York  County,  not  far  from  the 
town  of  York,  February  22, 1776.  His  fatlier,also 
.lolin,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America 
early  in  1700.  He  settled  in  York  County,  Pa., 
following  the  trade  of  weaver,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  eiglity-eigiit  years.  He  was  a  brother  of  Simeon 
Snyder,  who  raised  a  regiment  of  old  men  to  de- 
fend the  capital,  Harrisburg,  from  the  attaclis  of 
the  English  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  Tlie 
latter  was  three  times  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Pctinsylvauia,  and  in  the  last  convention  that 
nominated  him  tlierc  was  but  one  vole  cast  against 
him.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  liis  day, 
and  was  honored  by  all  for  his  integrity  and  ster- 
ling worlli.  Snyder  County  w.is  named  in  his 
lionor.  A  number  of  years  ago  the  l-egislature 
40 


made  an  appropriation  to  erecta  monument  to  his 
memory,  and  it  now  stands  in  Silard's  Grove,  a 
just  tribute  to  a  great  and  good  man. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  prominence.  In  his  early  life 
he  was  a  successful  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  was  also 
engaged  as  a  teamster,  hauling  goods  from  Phila- 
delphia to  the  interior  of  the  State,  where  he  dis- 
tributed them  among  the  merchants.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  subsequently  be- 
came a  prominent  business  man,  owning  and  oper- 
ating an  oil  andgnst  mill.  His  death  occurred  in 
his  native  .State  in  1872,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  chil- 
dren, nine  daughters  and  one  son,  .John  K.  This 
son,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  self-educated 
man,  and  for  more  than  thirty-five  years  was  a 
preacher  in  the  United  Brethren  Church.  It  is 
said  that  he  preached  more  funeral  sermons  than 
any  other  preacher  in  the  State,  numbering  not 
far  from  a  thousand,  and  principally  in  Union  and 
Snyder  Counties,  over  which  his  circuit  extended. 
He  also  took  a  deep  intei-est  in  other  matters,  was 
County  Commissioner  for  some  time,  also  Colonel 
of  Volunteei-s  in  Union  County,  and  accumulated 
a  fortune  of  not  far  from  *30,000.  He  owned 
nearly  eight  hundred  acres  of  land.  On  the  farm 
where  he  had  lived  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
in  the  year  1882,  when  eighty-two  years  of  age, 
occiiri-ed  the  death  of  this  exemplary  and   worthy 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Phisbe  Womer,  was  a  native  of  Union  County, 
Pa.,  born  in  1801,  and  was  tbe  daughter  of  Daniel 
Womer,  who  was  born  in  Lehigh  County,  that 
State,  and  who  married  Miss  Mary  Berkstrater,  both 
being  of  German  descent  Mr.  Womer  was  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  but  was  also  engaged  as  an  agri- 
culturist, clearing  up  and  carrying  on  a  large  farm. 
He  and  his  wife  died  in  Union  County,  themother 
in  1840,  when  seventy  yeare  of  age,  and  the  father 
seven  years  later.  Aside  from  these  brief  facts 
little  further  is  known  of  them.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  had  four  brothers;  two  were  shoema- 
kers, one  was  a  carpenter,  and  the  other  a  farmer. 
All  were  good,  honoi-able,  hard-working  men. 
Mrs.  Snyder  died  in  her  native  St.ite  in  1867. 
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John  W.  Snyder  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  and  was  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
eldest  child  died  young';  Mary,  who  married  Jolin 
HcConnell,  is  deceased;  Khzabeth  died  when  but 
thirteen  yeaL-s  of  age;  Susan  is  the  wife  Of  George 
Iloekcnhroiigh;  Daniel  married  Miss  Klizahctti 
Whipkee;  and  Henry  W.  married  MissG,  Groybell. 
Tiie  latter  resides  on  his  father's  old  homestead  in 
Pennsylvania.  Tins  lias  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  Snyder  family  for  more  than  a  century,  and 
the  barn  now  standing  on  it  was  built  in  1777  by 
George  Snyder,  who  was  llie  brothur  of  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  He  was  killed  by  being 
thrown  from  liis  lioi-se.  Henry  Snyder's  eldest  son 
is  editor  of  the  local  paper  in  his  n.-ktive  connty. 

Our  subject  atlatncd  liis  jrroivtli  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  like  most  country  boys  attended  school 
in  the  winter  and  assisted  with  the  farm  work 
during  the  summer  seasons.  He  secured  a  very 
fair  education  and  remained  with  his  father  until 
twenty-onb  years  of  age,  when  he  began  teaching 
school.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  left  (lie  store 
where  he  had  been  clerking  and  came  West  to 
Michigan, locating  in  Mt.  Clemens,  where  he  worked 
in  a  sawmill  for  some  time.  The  following  Sep- 
tember he  married  Miss  Cidetia  Moser,  daughter 
of  Charles  Mf>ser,  who  was  born  in  France  and  was 
of  Jewish  extraction.  Mrs.  Snyder  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, whither  her  father  had  moved,  Febru- 
ary 25,  183.5. 

After  his  marriage  Mr;  Snyder  with  his  bride 
returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  remained  on  his 
father's  place  until  1865,  In  May  of  that  year  he 
returned  to  Michigan  and  remained  in  Mt.  Clem- 
en.'* until  1866,  when  he  came  toMasOLi  Township, 
in  Cass  County.  He  purchased  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  and  on  .this  his  wife  died  in  1883,  leav- 
ing two  sons;  Charles  A.,  now  in  Chicago,  and 
William  II.,  a  grain  mei'chanl  at  (iettysburg.  Potter 
County,  S.  Dak.,  where  he.  owns  a  large  elevator. 
November  23,  1886,  Mr.  Snyder  married  his  pres- 
ent wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Emma  Cramer. 
She  was  born  in  Snyder  County,  Pa,,  and  is  a  most 
worthy  and  accomplished  lady.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Snyder  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
and  are  both  great  workers  in  tlie  same.  He  has 
helped  build  two  churches  since  he  came  to  Mason 


Township,  and  w.is  •ma  of  tlie  building  committee 
of  the  Adamsville  church,  in  which  he  has  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  and  Steward. 
Socially,  he  is  a  prominent  Mason,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  Peter's  Lodge  of  Edwardsburgh,  and  he 
is  also  a  strong  temperance  man.  In  politics,  he 
comes  from  old-line  Democratic  stock  and  has  al- 
ways adhered  to  that  party,  casting  his  firet  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Buchanan,  and  his  last  for  Cleve- 
land. Mr.  Snyder  has  held  the  ofHbe  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  in  1883  he  was  elected  Supervisor 
of  his  township,  holding  the  latter  orfice  three 
terms,  and  was  again  elected  to  that  position  in 
18i)3.  He  is  a  Director  in  'the  schools  and  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  his  township. 


w 


ILL! AM   K.  NORTON,  a  practical  a 


\^^  was  born  upon  section  13,Jcffei-son  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  January  25,  185G,  and  was 
reared  on  the  homestead  of  his  parents,  Richard 
and  Ann  (HcChiry)  Norton.  [lis  paternal  grand- 
father, Nathan  Norton,  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  but  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Michigan,  settling  in  Cass  County  in  1828.  Rich- 
ard li.  Norton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Ixigan  County.  Ohio,  and  came  with  his  father 
and  mother  to  Michigan  when  the  State  was  yet 
almost  a  wilderness.  He  located  in  Jefferson 
Township,  and,  arrived  at  man's  estate,  settled 
down  to  the  life  of  a  fanner,  lie  improved  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  upon  section  13,  but  in 
1884  i-emoved  to  I'orter  Township,  where  he  owns 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  excellent  land. 
Fatlier  Norton  is  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  He  is 
a  Democrat,  and  fraternally  associates  with  the 
independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Richard 
Norton  has  been  twice  married,  ilis  llrst  wife  was 
Miss  Hess,  who  bore  him  one  son,  Nathan  H.,  of 
Arkansas.  His  secon<l  wife  was  the  mother  of 
three  children,  William  K.,  Henry  M.,aiid  Mary  A., 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Kosciuskn,  Ind.  Her  father  was  a 
farm'-r. 
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In  common  with  all  farmer  boys  Mr.  Norton 
was  early  trained  to  agriciiltur.al  duties.  He 
attended  tlie  winter  scliools  of  the  distriet,  and 
when  twenty-one  years  old  began  threshing  as  an 
oeciii>ation,  following  the  same  employment  for 
MX  tieasons.  He  worked  with  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  in  the  early  spring  and  summer  and 
knew  but  few  leisure  hours.  In  March,  1882,  our 
subieet  located  where  he  now  resides,  on  section 
16.  He  was  married  in  February,  1880,  to  Miss 
Jennie  George,  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  N.  V., 
born  April  28,  1859,  and  the  daughter  of  Luke 
and  Maria  (London)  George.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  Mi-s,  Norton,  Edmund  George,  emigrated 
lo  tlie  United  States  from  Norfolk,  England.  He 
was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  survived  to  a  good 
old  age.  His  wife  and  the  mother  of  liis  seven 
children  was  Mary  Baldwin,  a  most  estimable 
Christian  woman.  The  sons  and  daughters  were: 
Edmund,  Mark,  James,  William,  Luke,  Maria, 
(irapel,  and  Mary,  who  died  single.  The  sons 
and  daughters  spent  their  lives  in  their  native 
land  with  the  exception  of  Luke,  who  came  to  the 
Tnitcd  States  in  1850.  He  settled  in  Henrietta, 
N.  Y.,  but  in  1866  located  in  Cass  County,  Mich., 
and  bought  eighty  acres  in  Penn  Township.  Six 
years  later  he  sold  Iiis  farm  and  made  his  home  in 
Casso  polls. 

Finally  Luke  George  bought  a  small  farm  in 
Jefferson  Township,  where  he  died  June  16,  1892, 
aged  seventy-eight  yeurs.  He  had  been  a  consis- 
tent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  the  past  fifty-three  years.  Twice  married,  his 
first  wife  died  young  and  left  no  family.  The 
second  wife,  yet  surviving,  bore  her  husband  nine 
ehildi-en.  Ann  was  the  eldest;  William  died  in 
England;  Maria,  Mrs.  Abraham  Shaffer,  resides  in 
Colorado;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Van  Matre; 
Fred  died  at  twenty-eight  yeai's  of  age;  Robert 
died  when  thirty  years  old  and  left  a  wife;  Emma 
is  the  .wife  ol  John  Norton;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of 
A,  .1.  Tallerday;  Jennie  Norton  was  the  youngest 
and  is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Maria  (London) 
George  was  born  in  NovfolkConuty, England, and 
was  the  daugliter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Tuck) 
London,  the  father  being  by  occupation  a  farmer, 
four  sons  aini   fouf  daughters  gathered   in   the 


English  home  and  the  sons,  one  and  all,  emigrated 
to  the  United  States.  Frederick  died  in  Decatur, 
Mich.  Robert  is  a  resident  of  Nebraska.  William 
lives  in  Iowa.  Joseph  isa  residentof  Cnss County. 
Mrs.  (ieorge  was  the  only  daughter  who  came  to 
America,  the  others  remaining  in  London,  England. 
The  parents  were  devout  members  of  the  English 
Church,  but  Mrs.  George  is  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  denomination. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  E.Norton  have  one  child, 
Mary  E.,  who,  with  her  parents,  enjoys  the  sincere 
friendship  of  a  large  acquaintance  in  the  home  lo- 
cality and  throughout  Cass  County.  Mr.  Norton 
is  deeply  interested  in  local  and  national  politics, 
and  is  aw  active  Democrat.  He  has  held  with 
faithful  ability  various  official  positions. 


f^\  ATTHIAS  FARNUM,  deceased.  Every 
\\\  community  is  bound  to  have  among  its 
Is  citizens  a  few  men  of  recoj>nized  influence 
and  ability,  who  by  their  systematic  and 
careful,  thorough  manner  of  work  attain  to  success 
which  is  justly  deserved.  Among  this  class  was 
Matthias  Farnum,  who  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  having  located  there 
as  early  as  1836.  He  was  a  prominent  and  sub- 
stantial, as  well  as  a  progressive,  citizen  of  the 
county,  and  is  justly  conceded  a  place  among 
the  enterprising,  inftuential  men  of  worth  in  this 
comuuinitv.  For  a  numberof  yeai-safter  locating 
in  this  county  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  builder,  but  in  1840  he  located  in  Ilagar 
Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  which 
occupation  he  followed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  connection  he  carried  on  his  trade,  however. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Farnum  purchased  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Van  Burcn  County, 
erected  a  watermiil  and  operated  this  for  three 
years.  About  1866  lie  located  in  Benton  Harbor, 
but  later  he  returned  to  Hagar  Township,  where 
his  death  («curred  in  January,  1884.  This  sad 
event  was  the  occasion  of  universal  sorrow,  for 
all  felt  the  loss  which  would  bo  sustained  by  the 
departure  of  sucli  a   man.     He   gave    to  Berrien 
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County  the  best  energies  of  liis  life,  and  to  the 
coniiniiiiity  and  all  among  whom  he  lived  tlie  ex- 
fttn|)le  of  a  life  well  and  usefully  spent.  He  was  a 
good  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  that  word,  a  kind 
father,  loving  husband,  and  true  friend.  White 
a  resident  of  St.  Joseph,  he  met  and  married  Miss 
Dimee  Finch,  wliose  parents  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  thecounty.  Eleven  children  were  born 
to  this  marriage,  who  all  lived  to  mature  years, 
and  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  They  are  as 
follows:  0.  Henry;  Isaac,  now  a  resident  of  Hagar 
Townshi));  Evermont,  of  Benton  Harbor;  and  Fre- 
mont. 

C.  H.  KaiHum,  son  of  the  ahove,  and  a  native 
of  the  county  in  which  he  now  resides,  was  horn 
in  1838,  and  was  identified  with  the  State  in  ear- 
lier and  simpler  days  of  hving.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood while  engaged  in  the  arduous  duties  on  his 
father's  farm  and  in  the  workshop,  and  received  a 
common-school  education  in  the  district  where  his 
parents  resided.  The  breakinff  out  of  the  Civil 
War  tilled  him  with  a  desire  to  fight  for  his  coun- 
try, and  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  I>, 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  joining  Gen.  Logan's 
division  under  Gen.  Grant,  After  serving  eleven 
months  he  returned  to  Michigan,  and  was  married 
in  that  State  in  1864  to  Miss  Kliza  P.  Dickinson, 
daughter  of  Robert  Dickinson. 

Our  subject  has  made  farming  his  principal  oc- 
cupation in  life,  but  for  the  past  twenty-eight 
years  has  been  engaged  actively  in  the  fruit-grow- 
ing industry.  His  homr  farm  of  forty  acres  has 
been  nearly  alt  devoted  to  fruit  culture,  and  as  he 
thoroughly  understands  his  business  he  has  met 
with  substantial  returns.  In  the  year  1890  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  docks  at  Benton  Har- 
bor- Mr.  Farnum  evinced  his  liking  for  secret  or- 
ganisations by  becoming  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  cf  Odd  Fellows  some  yeai-s  ago.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Gr'anifArroy  of  the  Re-  • 
public,  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Republican 
advocating  the  principles  of  that  party  at  any  and 
all  times.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grange,  and 
served  five  years  as  Master  of  the  Subordinate 
Grange  of  Benton  Harbor,  and  one  year  as  Master 
of  Pomona  Grange  No.  1,  of  Berrien  County,  the 
first  ill  the  State.  [ 


"^^SDWARD  K.  WARREN,  President  of  the 
(1^  Warren  Featherbone  Company,  is  a  native 
I*' — -^  of  Vermont,  having  been  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Ludlow,  Windsor  County,  April  7,  1817. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Warren,  was  born 
in  Goffstown,  N,  II.,  and  removed  thence  to  Lud- 
low, Vt.,  whei-e  Water  Wan-en,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1800.  The  latter  was  mar- 
ried in  Massachusetts  to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter 
of  Frederick  Parsons,  a  farmer  of  Sandislield.  Mass. 
He  was  a  minister  in  the  Congregational  Chureh, 
holding  pastorates  principally  in  Vermont,  New- 
York  and  other  Eastern  States, 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  four  children, 
two  of  wliom  are  now  livinj;,  Albert  L.  and  Ed- 
ward K.  The  two  that  died  were  Charles  I!.,  an 
artist,  and  Frederick  P.,  wlio  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business  and  was  a  young  man  of  exuep- 
tlonal  abilities.  A  natural  Inventor,  he  luvenlcd 
a  calculating  engine,  which  is  a  wonderful  piece  of 
mechanism. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Vei- 
mont,  wlience  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michi- 
gan in  1858,  his  father  becoming  a  home  mission- 
ary in  this  State,  ilis  education  is  that  wliicii  is 
gained  by  experience,  his  schooling  having  been 
limited.  In  1864  lie  secui-ed  a  i)osition  as  clerk  in 
the  employ  of  Henry  Cliamberlain  in  the  general 
mercantile  business,  and  after  remaining  with  that 
gentleman  for  five  years,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  J.  L.  McKie  in  the  dry-goods  business.  Nine 
years  were  tlms  spent,  after  which  Mr,  Warren 
again  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  soon  after- 
ward bought  out  the  stock  of  Henry  Chamberlnin 
and  continued  tiius  engaged  for  five  yeai-s.  lie 
then  embaiked  in  the  manufacturing  business,  be- 
coming the  iiead  of  the  Featherbone  Manufactur- 
ing Company. 

As  a  retail  dry-goods  jnerchant,  Mr.  Warren  nat- 
urally handled  large  quantities  of  whalebone,  and, 
realizing  that  the  supply  of  this  commodity  was 
constantly  dcci-easlng,  he  often  wondered  what 
would  be  used  when  tlie  whalebone  could  no 
longer  be  obtained.  Noticing  in  tlie  manufacture 
of  feather  dusters  that  a  gieat  many  quills  were 
thrown  away,  he  conceived  the  idea  that  from  this 
could  be  made  asubstiLnte  for  whalebone.     He  be^ 
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gaii  exjjei'imeiitinij:  in  18H2,  with  wliat  results  the 
world  knows.  The  business  lins  increased  so 
rapidly  that  it  now  gives  steady  work  to  a  force 
ot  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  employes.  Tlie 
European  headquarters  are  at  Paris,  Franco.  B'rom 
this  brief  deseription  of  thf  business  sonie  idea 
may  be  gained  of  the  position  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Warren. 

The  rapid  development  of  llie  industry  since  its 
inception  has  not  exceeded,  indeed  cannot  keep 
pace  with,  tlie  steadily  increasing  demand  for  fea- 
therbone  for  use  in  dress  stays  and  coreets,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  eventually  be  em- 
ployed in  scores  of  widely  diverse  articles  requir- 
ing' a  reliable,  elastic  material. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Wan-en  has  served 
as  Supervisor  of  his  township,  but  in  the  main  baa 
preferrtid  to  devote  his  attention  exclusively  to 
the  details  of  his  business.  A  member  of  the  Con- 
jjregational  Church,  he  has  been  especially  inter- 
ested it)  Sunday-school  work. 


^^^EOUGE.A.  ORUIS,  born  in  Germany  Sep- 
'1/  i—.  teinlwr  G,  1830,  is  a  representative  agricul- 
^^J^  turist  nnd  an  intelligent  and  industrious 
citizen,  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  numbered 
among  the  substantial  farmers  winning  their  up- 
ward way  in  lierrien  County,  Mich.  Since  1866 
our  subject  has  been  a  constant  residen  t  of  Weesaw 
Township,  enterprisingly  identifying  himself  with 
all  matters  of  mutual  welfare  and  progressive  in- 
terests. His  father,  Orris  Orris,  a  native  of  Russia, 
emigrated  from  the  land  of  his  birth  to  Germany 
during  the  invasion  of  Bonaparte,  and  in  his  new 
home  married  Miss  Mary  Rhinebarger,  bom  in  the 
Fatherland.  The  p.irents  were  in  liumble  circum- 
stances in  life,  but  gave  tlieir  children  what  ad- 
vantages of  education  they  could  afford.  The 
mother  died  and  later  the  father  with  his  family 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  and,  having  made 
a  safe  passage,  landed  in  Baltimore  in  1831,  and 
from  Maryland  after  a  time  journeyed  to  Pennsyl- 


vania. In  tlie  Quaker  State  the  father  entered 
into  a  second  marriage,  and  for  twelve  yeare  made 
his  home  in  Little  York  County,  where  the  second 
wife  passed  away  after  ten  years  of   married    life. 

Ill  1842  Orris  Orris,  with  his  son,  George  A., 
journeyed  to  the  farther  West  and  located  in 
Michigan,  settling  in  Cliikaming  Township,  lier- 
rien County.  The  father  was  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  part  of  the  State  and  in  the  course 
of  his  work  was  obliged  to  cut  a  road  through  the 
woods.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  heavy  timberland  and,  together  with  our 
subject,  cleared,  cultivated  and  improved  a  farm. 
In  this  locality  he  married  his  third  wife,  and, 
having  lived  some  time  upon  this  homestead,  sold 
the  property  and  bought  another  farm.  The 
wife  soon  after  dying.  Father  Orris  went  back 
to  Ohio  and  spent  the  last  two  years  of  his  life 
with  a  married  daughter.  Mr, Orris  and  his  sister 
Catherine  were  the  only  children  of  the  first  wife. 
George,  the  youngest  of  the  two,  remained  with 
his  father  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  be  mar- 
ried a,nd  began  life  for  himself.  His  education 
was  very  limited  and  confined  to  three  months' 
instruction  in  the  common  schools.  Although  he 
left  his  native  land  when  only  a  babe,  he  could 
not  speak  English  well  when  he  came  a  lad  of 
twelve  years  to  Berrien  County.  His  fatlier 
started  him  in  life  by  giving  him  eighty  acres  of 
woodland,  which,  with  energetic  industry,  lie  soon 
cleared. 

Later  Mr.  Orris  sold  his  first  farm,  and  in  1865 
invested  in  the  fine  homestead  he  now  owns,  and 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Ilia  purchase  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  eighteen  of  which  were 
cleared  land,  was  further  improved  by  a  log  house 
and  barn.  To  the  original  acres  twenty  more  have 
been  added  and  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  improved  with  excellent  buildings,  is  one  of 
the  best  in  its  locality,  seven  miles  northwest  of 
the  thriving  town  of  ISuclianan  and  two  miles 
southeast  of  Glendora.  Our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  .lulianna  F.  Cool,  a  native  of 
Germany,  whose  parents  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  about  184fi.  The  pleasant  home  lias  been 
blessed   by   the  birtli   of  two  daughters  and   two 
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sons:  Georjfe;  .lolm;  Caroline,  wife  of  William 
Hoose;  and  Letta,  wife  of  Ferdinand  Smith.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Ori'is  was  in  religious  affiliation  a 
Roman  Catholic,  but  our  subject  and  his  ustimahle 
wife  are  botli  faithful  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Mr,  Orris  cast  liis  first  Preaideutial  vote 
for  James  Buchanan  and  lias  ever  since  remained 
a  strong  Democrat.  He  served  with  ability  as 
Constable  for  one  year,  and  for  fourteen  years 
efficiently  discharged  the  duties  of  Overseer  of  the 
Highway.  Our  subject  is  a  memlaer  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Berrien 
County  and,  actively  associating  himself  with  the 
public  enterprises  of  his  locality,  is  esteemed  as  a 
liberal-spirited  citizen  and  possesses  the  high  re- 
gard of  an  extended  acquaintance. 


^p?)IDEON  HEBRON.  England  nnmlwrs  many 
ml  __-,  representatives   among    the    best    class    of 

'^^1  citizens  of  Michigan.  Tliere  is  a  sterling 
quality  about  the  nationality  that  particularly  fits 
them  for  pioneer  life,  and  we,  as  Americans,  are 
greatly  indebted  to  settlers  of  English  birth  for 
the  rapid  advancement  made  in  Our  civilization. 
He  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  and 
wlio  is  a  representative  citizen  of  Cass  County, 
was  born  in  Westerdaie,  Yorkshire,  England,  June 
7,  1831.  His  parents,  William  and  Sarah  (Bulmer) 
Hebron,  were  natives  of  England,  the  falher  hav- 
ing been  born  in  tlie  same  house  where  Gideon 
fii-st  saw  the  light  of  day.  His  birth  occurred  in 
1790,  and  he  was  the  son  of  William,  .Sr.,and  Ann 
(Dawson)  Hebron.  William,  Sr.,  was  the  son  of 
George  Hebron,  who  was  born  in  the  same  part  of 
England  in  1709,  and  who  died  there  January 
15,  1798,  at  eighty-nine  years  of  age.  He  married 
Alice  Nicholson,  who  died  January  2,  1766,  when 
fifty-two  years  ot  age. 

The  Hebron  family  was  a  noted  one  in  the  his- 
tory of  England  and  was  descended  from  one  of  the 
royal  families.  William  Hebron,  Sr.,  was  a  man 
of  striking  pei'sonal  appearance,  standing  six  feet 


two  inches  in  height  and  well  proportioned.  He 
had  good  educational  advantages  in  youth  and 
had  more  than  an  ordinary  amount  of  business 
acumen.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
and  stockman,  became  quite  wealthy,  and  gave 
liberally  of  his  means  to  assist  the  needy  and  dis- 
tressed. It  is  said  that  every  year  he  kilted  one 
of  tlie  finest  oxen  of  his  herd  and  distributed  it 
to  the  poor  of  his  parish.  This  made  him  many 
friends  among  the  poor,  but  enemies  among  the 
wealthier  classes,  the  latter  not  being  so  disposed. 
Mr.  Hebron  dirt  not  do  this  for  political  purposes, 
for  he  never  aspired  to  office,  and,  so  far  as  known, 
never  held  a  position. 

Mr.  Hebron  was  a  man  of  great  strength  and 
endurance,  and  at  one  time,  while  riding  on  his 
horse  thiough  the  paiish  was  attacked  by  three 
despeiate  cliaracter*  Although  atone  and  un- 
armed he  stiuggled  with  these  ruffians  and  finally 
put  them  to  fliglit  Once,  white  visiting  York 
Castle  he  asked  to  see  the  irons  once  worn  by  the 
noted  depcrado,  Dick  I'urpin.  Tlie  warden  asked 
him  if  he  would  like  to  put  them  on,  and  lie  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  adding  that  he  wished 
the  key  so  that  he  could  unlock  them  at  will. 
They  were  of  enormous  weight,  and  lie  was  asked 
if  he  could  jump  upon  the  window  sill  of  the  cell 
with  them  on.  He  answered  that  he  thougjit  so, 
and  with  one  powerful  leap  landed  with  the  irons 
on  the  sill.  This  was  a  feat  often  attempted  by 
strong  men,  but  only  one  other  man  had  ever 
made  a  success  of-the  attempt.  Every  member  of 
the  family  was  noted  for  his  size  and  strength. 

Mr.  Hebron  was  a  fine  classical  scholar  and  was 
well  versed  in  astronomy,  etc.  He  was  three  times 
married  and  was  the  father  of  fifteen  children.  In 
September,  1831,  he  and  his  wife  and  ten  chil- 
dren crossed  the  briny  deep  to  America,  and  with 
an  ample  fortune  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York 
on  the  1st  of  November.  They  went  up  the  Hud- 
son River  to  Albany,  thence  by  the  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  where  they  remained  during  the  wint«r, 
and  then  went  by  boat  to  Detroit,  where  Mr. 
Hebron  got  an  ox-team  to  take  them  to  Cass 
County.  Arriving  at  the  St.  Joseph  River  in  July, 
1832,  they  located  on  Government  land  on  sec- 
tion 26,  range  13  west,  now  in  Porlei'  Township, 
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Tliere  the  iiiotlicr  liimi  SeiitenilHtr  15,  1838.  One 
of  the  sons.  Detiiii^on,  wlio  was  horn  September 
13,  1810,  i-emained  iii  England  and  made  a  for- 
tune as  n  leather  iwei-ehant.  lie  died  in  his  native 
country.  The  other  cliildien  were  principally 
farmers  or  farmers'  wives.  Lydia.  tlio  youngest 
child  by  the  third  mai-riagc  and  a  Imlf-sister  of 
our  subject,  had  good  educational  advantages,  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Stat«  Normal  Scliool  at  Ypsi- 
lanti,  and  of  the  Michigan  State  Univei-sity,  where 
she  was  for  some  time  a  teacher.  At  present  she 
is  principal  of  Mt.  Pleasant  High  School. 

fiideon  Hebron  was  but  a  few  mouths  old  when 
brought  to  Ainericii  by  his  parents,  and  he  grew 
to  manhood  in  Michigan,  where  he  had  good 
scholastic  advantages.  He  has  been  n  student  all 
his  life,  and  when  not  at  work  invariably  has  a 
book  l)eforehim.  As  might  naturally  be  supposed, 
lie  is  a  well-informed  man,  and  is  progressive  and 
advanced  in  his  ideas.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  and  stockmen  in  his  lo- 
cality and  accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune,  the 
most  of  which  he  lost  by  going  on  the  bond  of  a 
friend,  whom  he  trusted.  He  was  obliged  to  mort- 
gage his  farm  to  save  it,  but  went  eagerly  and 
determinedly  to  work  with  a  will  to  retrieve  his 
fallen  fortune.  Ho  knows  no  such  word  as  "fail," 
and  is  proof  against  misfortune.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
has  been  Deacon  of  the  same.  In  politics  lie  is  a 
Prohibitionist  .and  has  served  in  various  township 
olHccs.  Mr.  Hebron  has  l>een  administrator  for 
several  estates,  and  has  had  much  to  do  with  set- 
tling estates. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  18&3,  our  subject 
married  Miss  KliKabetli  Trattles,  the  daughter  of 
William  and  .lane  (Hebron)  Trattles.  natives  of 
England,  in  wli it'll  country  theTrattles  were  noted 
people.  They  were  seafaring  men,  fishermen,  and 
many  of  them  beeami;  wealthy.  Iler  maternal 
grandfather  was  a  soldier,  and  was  in  the  battle 
of  Waterloo.  Mr.  Trattles  came  to  America  in 
1844,  and  settled  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  lie 
died  a  year  later.  Mrs.  Hebron  was  horn  In  Eng- 
land, and  had  seven  sisters  and  six  brothei-s.  Her 
brother  Daniel  was  a  soldier  in  tlie  late  Civi!  War, 
was  shot  through  the    lungs    and    taken  prisoner, 


being  in  Anderson ville  Prison  for  some  lime. 
He  is  yet  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hebron  were 
born  five  children.  Blanche  died  when  a  child; 
Georgiana  married  Thomas  Orr,  a  druggist;  Net- 
tie died  when  three  years  of  age;  Frank  is  an 
attorney  in  Nebraska;  and  Mark  married  Miss 
Edith  Raker  and  lives  with  his  parents  on  the 
farm. 


eOOL  RUNKI.E.  The  development  of  the 
resources  of  Cass  County  has  been  very 
materially  enhanced  by  the  laboi-s  of  its  in- 
dustrious, energetic  and  ambitious  farmers.  Among 
the  pi-ominent  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
the  county,  no  one  is  belter  or  more  favorably 
known  than  the  subject  of  this  brief  biographical 
notice,  who  cultivates  a  fine  farm  in  Milton  Town- 
ship. Born  in  Hunterdon  County,  N.  .1..  on  the 
2d  of  Marcli,  1818,  he  is  the  son  of  Adam  and 
Ellen  (Cool)  Runkle,  and  traces  his  ancestry  on 
both  sides  of  the  house  to  Germany,  whence  rep- 
i-csentatives  of  these  two  families  emigrated  to 
America  in  an  early  day. 

After  their  marriage,  which  took  place  in  New 
Jersey,  the  iMirents  of  our  subject  located  on  a 
(arm  in  that  State,  and  ten  children  were  born  to 
them  while  residing  there.  They  then  removed 
to  New  York  and  resided  on  a  farm  for  three 
years,  after  which  they  went  to  Cortland  County, 
N.  Y.  Thence  they  removed  to  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  located  in  Morrisville,  where  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years.  The  mother 
also  passed  away  at  about  tlie  same  age.  and  they 
now  lie  buried  side  by  side  in  tlie  old  cemetery 
near  their  home.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  as  has  been  already  stated,  and  all  of  the 
family  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Mr. 
Runkle  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  and  is  the 
only  one  now  living. 

At  the  age  of  seven  years  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  New  York,  and  remained 
beneath  the  parental  roof  until  lie  became  of  age. 
meantime  assisting  his  father  on    the   liome   farm 
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fliid  attending  school  whenever  the  opiiortunity 
was  offered.  His  first  employment  was  upon  u 
farm,  where  he  worked  by  the  month,  at  first  re- 
ceiving a  salary  of  $13  per  month,  and  later  get- 
ting ifclO.  He  was  economical  and  frugal,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  he  had  saved  a  snflicient 
amount  of  money  to  enable  him  to  cstablisli  a 
home.  In  1843  he  married  Miss  Susannah  Kent- 
ley,  but  this  lady  died  after  a  brief  wedded  life; 
her  only  child  passed  away  at  tlie  age  of  seven 
years. 

In  1845  Mr.  Riinkle  came  to  Michigan  and  for 
one  year  resided  upon  a  farm  in  On twa  Township, 
Cass  County.  In  the  spring  of  1847  he  engaged 
OB  teamster  on  tlie  Michigan  Centi-al  Railroad, 
which  was  then  building.  He  continued  tlius  em- 
ployed from  the  Ist  of  March  to  the  1st  of  July, 
but  was  cheated  out  of  $80  of  his  earnings,  which 
left  him  with  an  indebtedness  to  meet.  At  the 
time,  he  rented  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Milton 
Township  and  this  having  been  planted  lo  wheat, 
he  returned  thither  and  engaged  in  cutting  and 
garnering  tlie  grain.  Afterward  he  worked  for  a 
time  as  teamster  in  the  employ  of  Judge  Coolidge. 

In  the  fall  of  1847  Mr.  Runkle  purchased  eighty 
acres,  where  lie  now  resides,  and  from  time  to  time 
he  has  added  to  his  place  until  it  now  consists  of 
two  hundred  acres.  The  old  house  formerly 
standing  on  the  place  has  given  way  to  a  neat, 
commodious  striictui-e,  with  all  the  modern  con- 
veniences, and  the  entire  farm  is  kept  in  splendid 
condition.  In  addition  to  this  place  Mr.  Runkle 
is  the  owner  of  forty-flvo  acres  of  timberland  in 
Milton  Township,  eighteen  acres  in  the  village  of 
Edwardslnirgh  and  other  valuable  property  in  that 
place.  At  one  time  he  owned  one  thousand  acres 
of  land,  but  has  disposed  of  much  of  his  property 
during  late  years.  With  the  exception  of  two 
years  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Ed  wards  burgh,  he  has  made  his  home  on  his 
present  farm  ever  since  the  date  of  his  arrival  in 
Michigan. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Runkle  united  him 
with  Miss  Margaret  Riddle,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  died  after  having  become  the  mother 
of  Ave  children:  Margaret  E.,  William  A..  Henry 
A.,  Ida  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.     Politically, 


Mr.  Runkle  believes  in  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  is  one  of  the  most  zealous  and 
faithful  advocates  of  that  political  oiganization. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Chui-eh  and 
has  served  as  Trustee  in  that  denomination.  Kind 
and  considerate  in  his  intercourse  with  his  ac- 
quaintances, a  genial  man,  pleasant  neighbor  and 
energetic  farmer,  he  well  deserves  the  high  regard 
in  which  he  is  held  throughout  the  community. 


-^j,  II.  HARRINGTON.  The  life  narrative 
/lI|i  of  the  head  of  a  family  is  interesting,  not 
ily  to  his  posterity,  but  also  to  the  citi- 
of  the  section  m  which  he  has  resided, 
and  this  truth  is  doubly  true  when  such  a  man  has 
established  for  himself  and  his  children  a  reputa- 
tion for  integrity,  ciiaracter  and  ability,  and  has 
been  of  value  in  the  developments  of  that  portion 
of  the  country  which  was  his  home.  Sucli  a  nar- 
rative do  we  have  in  this  sketch  of  A,  H.  Harring- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  July 
1,  1847. 

His  father.  Aimer  S.  Harrington,  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State  and  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Miss  Sarah  Hopkins,  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  Of  the  four  children  born 
to  this  union,  A.  H.  Hariington  was  the  youngest, 
and  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
county.  When  about  twenty-one  years  of  age 
young  Harrington  decided  that  lie  could  better  his 
conditions  in  the  West,  and  about  1868  he  came 
to  Michigan,  locating  in  Niles  Township,  Iterrien 
County.  He  became  much  esteemed  for  his  many 
estimable  qualities,  was  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising, and  became  one  of  the  best-known  men  in 
the  county.  For  many  yeais  he  held  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Buchanan 
and  contributed  liberally  of  his  means  to  its  sup- 
port. Farming  was  his  principal  occupation  in 
life,  and  in  this  he  met  with  the  success  that  fol- 
lows industry  and  economy.  In  his  political 
views  he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  so  popular 
that  he  held  many  of  the    township    offices,   dis- 
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charging  the  duties  of  the  same  in  a  comijet*)nt 
and  efficient  manner.  Warm  in  his  temperament 
and  firm  in  his  conviotions,  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred February   12,   1889,    was    the   occasion    of 

His  widow,  formerly  Mess  Mary  Cain,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Michigan,  born  in  Niles  Township,  Berrien 
County,  April  22,  1850.  Her  parents.  George  and 
Youlhey  (Comer)  Cain,  were  natives  of  Ireland 
and  Indiana,  respectively.  Mr.  Cain  erossed  the 
ocean  U)  America  when  a  young  man,  and  came 
direct  to  Berrien  County,  Midi.,  where  he  married 
Miss  Comer,  She  died  when  Mrs.  Harrington  was 
about  six  years  old.  To  her  and  her  husband 
were  born  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five 
daughters.  John  served  in  the  Civil  War  and 
died  from  exposure;  Jioah  died  while  fighting  for 
the  Old  Flag;  Susan,  wife  of  P.  R.  Hooker,  resides 
in  Iowa;  Mary  is  Mrs.  Harrington;  Lizzie  is  the 
wife  of  N.  Lemon,  of  Missouri;  Mattie  is  the 
wife  of  J.  M.  Rogers;  and  Fannie  is  the  wife  of 
V.  C.  Egbert,  of  Big  Rapids,  Mich. 

Mrs,  Harrington  was  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of 
these  children.  She  was  reared  near  Buchanan, 
and  supplemented  a  common-school  education  by 
attending  the  Buchanan  schools.  She  married  Mr. 
Harrington  on  the  22d  of  September,  1868,  and 
two  sons  were  born  to  this  union:  Floyd  B,,  at 
home,  and. Frank  A.  Mrs,  Harrington  has  aline 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  and  this 
she  carries  on  with  the  help  of  her  sons.  She  is  a 
lady  of  excellent  judgment  and  sound  sense  and 
is  very  popular  in  her  neighborhood. 


ZACHARIAH  KINNE,  a  prosperous  agricul- 
turist and  extensive  lan<l-owner,  has  long 
cultivated  his  present  homestead  located  on 
section  18,  Galien  Township,  Berrien  County.  He 
was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  May  15, 
1818,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Kinne  family  who 
trace  their  descent  from  Henry  Kinne,  born  in 
Norfolk,  England,  in  1624,  and  who  in  1663  became 
oneot  the  colonists  of  Salem,  Mass.     Henry  Kinne 


had  ciglit  ciiildren,  three  sons  and  five  daughters. 
His  second  son,  Thomas,  from  whom  sprang  the 
family  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1658,  and  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Knight,  by  whom  he  had 
four  sons,  of  whom  Thomas  is  a  direct  ancestor  of 
Z,icliariah  Kinne.  When  this  second  Thomas  sold 
out  he  signed  his  name  Kinne.  and  thus  the  name 
was  ever  afterward  spelled. 

Thomas,  the  second,  had  ten  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters. Cyrus,  one  of  the  sons,  was  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  onr  subject.  Grandfather  Cyrus 
Kinne  was  born  in  Windham  County,  Mass.,  Au- 
gust 11.  1748.  He  married  Comfort  Palmer,  of 
Voluntown,  Windham  County,  Mass.  In  1791, 
while  in  business  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Grandfather 
Kinne  bought  land  in  Onondaga  County,  Manlius 
Township.  In  March,  171)2,  accompanied  by  two 
sons,  he  journeyed  with  an  ox-team  from  Massa- 
chusetts lo  the  new  home  in  the  Empire  State  and 
began  the  improvement  of  his  property  by  the 
erection  of  a  log  house.  The  following  July 
Grandfather  Kinne  returned  to  Massachusetts  for 
the  rest  of  his  family, and  in  the  mean  time  his  twii 
sons,  of  whom  the  father  of  our  subject  was  one, 
remained  to  work  the  New  York  State  farm.  There 
was  an  abundance  of  fish  and  game  in  their  near 
vicinity,  and  they  did  not  lack  for  sport  or  pro- 
visions. Grandfather  Kinne  was  a  remarkable  man, 
of  strong  physique,  uncommon  endurance  and 
possessed  of  unusual  ability.  He  was  a  mechanic  as 
well  as  a  successful  farmer,  and  was  equal  to  the 
needs  of  those  pioneer  days.  He  was  a  devout 
man  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Fayetteville,  N.  Y,  He  died  in  1808, 
at  three-score  years  of  age.  His  twelve  children 
were  Ezi'a,  Zacbariali,  Prentice,  Ethel,  Zebulon, 
Moses,  Joshua,  Cyrus,  Japeth,  Palmer,  Rachel  and 
Comfort.  The  second  son,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  February  24,  1772,  at  Preston,  New 
London  County.  Conn.  Wlien  twenty- two  years 
of  age  he  married  Diadama  Barnes,  of  Onondaga 
County, N.  Y.,and  the  daughter  of  Phineas  Barnes. 

During  the  winter,  while  keeping  "bach"  on  tlie 
new  farm  before  the  arrival  of  the  mother  and 
family,  the  father  of  our  subject  and  his  brother 
lived  mostly  on  partridges  and  other  game  they 
shot.      The    only     roads    then    in   the  country 
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were  the  "blazed"  trees  on  the  Imiiaii  tvaik  The 
grandfather  finally  gave  his  son  Zachariah  a  tract 
of  land  in  Onondaga  County,  which  he  afteiTvard 
traded  for  a  smaller  tract  near  Fayelteville,  but 
later  bought  the  old  farm  and  again  became  its 
possessor.  Father  Kinne  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing and  accumulated  in  all  several  hiindi-ed  acres 
of  valuable  land.  He  was  a  prominent  citizen  and 
represented  his  county  in  official  positions,  and 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several  years.  Po- 
litically, he  was  a  Whig,  and  at  the  time  of  Mor- 
gan's death  was  a  strong  Anti-Mason.  He  was  a 
resident  of  New  York  until  his  death,  July  1, 
1800.  The  children  of  Zachariah  and  Diadatna 
(Barnes)  Kinne  were:  Diana;  Kite;  Pliineas;  Ira, 
who  died  young;  Mary  Adah;  Esop;  Cyrus;  Rachel; 
Barnes,  who  died  in  childhood;  Lydia;  Zachariah; 
aud  Benjamin. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  our  subject  re- 
mained with  his  parents.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  thedistrict  Kclioolsof  New  York,  and  when 
twenty-one  ycai's  of  age  his  father  started  him  in 
life  by  giving  him  an  ox-team  and  thirty  acres  of 
land  in  liis  native  county,  near  Syracuse,  town- 
ship of  Selina,  After  remaining  thirteen  years 
upon  his  first  farm  Mr.  Kinne  sold  that  property 
and  bought  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  in  the 
same  county,  and  there  made  his  home  for  the 
succeeding  thirteen  years.  In  1865,  be  emigrated 
to  Michigan  and  located  in  Berrien  County,  where 
he  now  resides. 

When  Mr.  Kinne  was  but  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Klizabetli 
Keller,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Fink)  Keller. 
Mrs.  Kinne  was  born  in  Sullivan  Township,  Madi- 
son County,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  were  of  immedi- 
ate German  descent,  but  were  themselves  natives 
of  the  Empire  State.  .  She  was  the  mother  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  died  young, and  three  sur- 
vived her.  Ellen  became  the  wife  of  KugeneRussj 
Elizabeth  married  Oscar  Vosburgh;  and  Martha  is 
Mrs.  White.     Mrs.  Kinne  died  in  New  York. 

The  first  purchase  of  land  in  Michigan  made  by 
our  subject  comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
to  which  have  since  been  added  various  tracts,  until 
now  Mr.  Kinne  owns  five  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  of  land,  mostly  improved,  and  a  part  of  which 


is  within  the  boundaries  of  Indiana.  While  de- 
voting his  time  principally  to  gcnei-jil  agriculture, 
our  subject  is  also  engaged  in  fruit  culture,  and 
raises  some  excellent  live  stock.  After  having  re- 
mained a  widower  for  eighteen  yeare  our  subject 
was  married  in  Michigan  to  Miss  Sophia  Zimmer. 
who  was  born  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in  1844. 
Mrs.  Kinne  was  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Marga- 
ret (Follhawber)  Zimmer,  natives  of  Germany,  who 
emigrated  to  this  country  before  their  marriage. 
They  were  membei-s  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  but 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  Kinne,  is  connected  with  llie 
Christian  Church.  To  our  subject  and  his  second 
wife  were  born  four  children,  three  of  whom  died 
in  childhood.  One  son,  Zacliariah, survives.  Our 
subject  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Frec-Will 
Baptist  Chui-ch,  but  never  occupied  a  regular  pul- 
pit, preaching  only  at  funerals  and  similar  occa- 
3i»ns,  and  never  allowed  "Rev."  to  be  prefixed  to 
his  name.  Politically,  Mr.  Kinne  is  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican,and  has  lield  with  efliciencj'  for  eleven 
yearsthe  offic*  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mr.  Kinne 
and  his  family  occupy  positions  of  usefulness  aud 
infiuence,  and  command  the  respect  and  high  re- 
gard of  the  various  communities  in  which  they  re- 
side. They  are  active  in  good  work*  and  arc 
associated  with  the  progressive  enterprises  of  their 
home  localities. 


mmm^mn-^ 


\|r^,  OBERT  M.  HOGUE,  a  practicU  farmer 
jlWr  and  prominent  citizen  of  Berrien  County, 
•^\  Mich.,  residing  upon  section  1(1,  Sodus 
\^  township,  has  held  with  efficient  service 
the  offices  of  Clerk  and  Supervisor,  and  now  dis- 
charges with  able  fidelity  the  duties  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  aud  Treasurer  of  the  township,  and  as 
Inspector  of  the  School  Board  has  materially  aided 
in  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  scholarship  ;ind 
instruction  of  the  district  schools  of  his  home  lo- 
cality. Mr.  Hogne  was  born  July  5, 184(i,  in  Mer- 
cer County,  Pa.  His  paternal  grandfather,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Nonh  of  Ireland,  was  a  man  of  worth 
and  broad   intelligence,  and   early   in   life  detor- 
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iiiine<l  to  seek  iiis  fortune  in  Amoiica.  Crossing 
tlie  ocean,  he  landed  safely  on  our  shores,  and  was 
one  of  llm  very  few  Protestants  wlio  eame  at  that 
period  from  the  Kmerald  Isle,  Grandfather  Hoguc 
was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and,  finding  his  way  to  Ohio, 
located  in  Yonngstown,  then  Trumbull  County, 
now  Mahoning,'  Here  the  grandfather  bought 
land,  and, still  plying  his  trade,  also  cultivated  the 
soil  of  his  adopted  country.  James  W.  Hogue,  the 
fourth  son  and  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Youngstown  Oetober  5,  1812. 

The  father  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  assisted  them, 
working  mainly  upon  the  Ohio  homestead.  Fin- 
ally beginning  life  for  himself,  he  went  to  Mercer 
County,  Pa.,  and  two  years  later  returned  to  his 
native  State,  married  Miss  Hannah  Moore,  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  and,  with  his  wife,  journeyed  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  resumed  farming,  in  which 
occupation  he  continued  until  his  death,  in  Marcli 
1882.  Eight  children  blessed  with  their  cheerful 
presence  the  home,  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Robert  M.,  the  third  child  of  the  family,  resided  in 
his  birthplace  untileightyearsof  age,  when  heemi- 
gmted  with  his  parents  to  Pipestone  Township, 
Mich.  At  this  time  the  advantages  for  an  education 
were  limited,  but  our  subject  attended  the  public 
schools  and  acquired  a  good  common  education 
which,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  supplemented 
with  a  course  of  private  instruction.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  Mr.  Hogue  taught  school,  and  later 
entered  the  college  at  Adrian,  completing  his 
studies  afterwards  in  the  State  Uuivei-sity  of  Ann 
Arbor. 

Returning  home,  our  subject  resumed  teaching 
and  successfully  continued  the  avocation  of  an 
instructor  during  tlie  winter  terms  of  school  in 
Berrien  County  until  within  the  past  three  years. 
Mr.  Hogue  has  extensively  improved  the  land  he 
bought  on  section  10  many  years  ago.  His  hand- 
some residence  is  of  modern  design  and  attrac- 
tive are  hi  lecture,  and,  with  its  surroundings  fully 
in  keeping,  is  a  beautiful  country  home.  The 
farm  to  which  our  subject  now  devotes  his  entire 
atteation  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
yields  excellent  annual  returns.  I'pon  May  7, 
1874,  Robert  M.    Hogue  and    Miss   Mary  Rector, 


daughter  of  David  Rector,  were  united  in  marriage. 
David  Rector  was  a  pioneer  citizen  and  leading 
man  of  Berrien  County,  widely  known  and  uni- 
versally respected.  Four  bright  and  intelligent 
children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hogue; 
Mabel  E.,  Roy  .S.,  Arthur  L.  and  Alice  May.  Mabel 
is  teaching;  Roy  is  attending  school  at  Benton 
Harbor;  and  Alice  May  and  Arthur  are  pupils  of 
the  home  school.  Our  subject  is  fraternally  con- 
nected with  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  has 
been  one  of  the  active  workers  of  the  order,  and  a 
member  of  Sodus  Lodge  since  its  organization. 
Politically  a  Republican,  and  an  earnest  supporter 
of  the  party,  he  has  been  a  local  leader  in  the 
councils  of  his  constituents,  and  has  for  a  great 
number  of  years  continuously  engaged  in  the  cares 
of  public  work,  giving  universal  satisfaction  to 
the  entire  community  of  friends  and  neighbore  of 
the  township. 


eYRUS  B.  GROAT,  an  energetic  general  agri- 
culturist located  on  section  3fi,  Berrien 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  now  de- 
voting himself  exclusively  to  farming,  was  for 
twenty-four  years  an  able  teacher  of  the  county. 
and,  a  man  of  executive  ability,  has  for  eleven 
consecutive  years  discharged  with  efficiency  the 
duties  of  Supervisor,  and  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
important  committees  of  the  Board.  Our  subject 
is  a  life-time  resident  of  his  present  locality,  and 
vim  bom  in  Berrien  Township  April  6,  1844. 
His  father,  a  well-known  citizen  ot  Pokagon  Town- 
ship, is  a  native,  of  Canada.  The  mother,  Mre. 
Luctnda  (Pinnell)  Groat,  is  by  birth  a  Virginian. 
Married  in  Michigan,  the  parents  settled  upon 
section  24,  Berrien  Township,  and  brouglit  up  from 
a  wild  condition  into  a  high  state  of  cultivation  a 
farm,  upon  which  they  lived  a  number  of  years. 
Tliey  subsequently  removed  to  Berrien  Springs, 
again  improved  hitherto  uncultivated  acreage,and 
two  years  later  made  their  home  in  Berrien  Town- 
ship, later  moving  to  Niles  Township.  From  that 
locality  aTter  eight  years'  residence  they  went  to 
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Pokagcii,  where,  upon  a  liomestead  situated  upon 
section  31,  they  are  enjoying  the  comtortsof  life, 
and  tlie  father,  retired  from  active  duties,  is  tak- 
ing a  well-earned  rest.  The  parents  are  valued 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliureh,  with 
wliich  they  have  been  connected  ten  years,  ever 
active  in  good  work,  Prior  to  joining  the  Method- 
ist Kpiscopai  Church,  tliey  belonged  to  the  United 
Brethren  Church  a  number  of  years.  The  father 
is  the  oldest  settler  in  the  locality,  and  is  a  life- 
time farmer. 

The  eldest  child  living  of  the  family,  onr  sub- 
ject was  reared  ujKin  a  farm  and  educated  in  the 
graded  schools  of  Berrien  County,  since  adding  to 
his  early  stock  of  knowledge  by  close  observation 
and  reading.  During  his  extended  term  as  instruc- 
tor, he  taught  Buceessfully  two  winters  at  tlie 
Normal  School  at  Berrien  Centre.  Until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  ago  he  remained  with  his 
parents,  but  from  that  time  was  away  from  home, 
Mr.  Groat  traveled  eighteen  months  for  Harfjer 
Bros.,  handling  their  school-books,  throughout 
Michigan  and  Indiana.  In  1868  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Stutsman, 
of  Elkhart  Ind.,  and  with  his  estimable  wife  set- 
tled upon  his  present  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Groat 
were  the  parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  one  son 
survives.  Max,  now  attending  school.  The  home- 
stead contains  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres 
of  valuable  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
which  are  under  a  high  state  of  productiveness. 
The  farm  is  devoted  mainly  to  the  cultivation  of 
grain  and  the  raising  of  a  superior  grade  of  stock. 
In  1873,  an  attractive  residence  was  erected  at  a. 
cost  of  $1,500,  and  the  other  improvements  are 
substantial  and  commodious. 

Aside  from  the  care  of  bis  farm,  Mr,  Groat  is 
President  of  the  Pokagon  Butter  and  Cheese  Com- 
I»ftny,  and  much  of  his  time  and  attention  is  nec- 
essarily given  to  this  enterprise.  Fraternally,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Crystal  Springs  Lodge,  Summerville,  and 
has  been  through  all  the  chairs.  He  also  afHIi- 
ates  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
at  Niles,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Grange, 
and  was  Secretary  of  the  old  Grange.  Especially 
interested  in  educational  advancement,  oursutiject 


has.  as  Township  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  five 
years,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  School 
Examiners  of  Berrien  County  for  eigiit  yeaj-s, 
materially  assisted  in  the  promotion  of  a  high  grade 
of  scholarship  and  instruction.  He  was  Secretary 
of  the  Board  for  four  years,  and  during  that  time, 
served  as  County  Secretary  of  Schools.  He  re- 
tained his  membership  until  1892,  and  while 
Secretary  held  Teachers'  Institutes.  In  the  fall  of 
1892,  he  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
School  Examiners.  Mr.  Groat  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  of  the  college  at  lienton  Har- 
bor. Politically,  our  subject  is  a  stalwart  Repub- 
lican, and  has  represented  his  constituents  as 
delegate  to  various  county  and  State  conven- 
tions. In  1881,  elected  Supervisor,  he  continued 
an  incumbent  of  that  position  until  1893,  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  his  friends  and  fellow-towns- 
men. Mr.  and  Mrs,  Groat  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Morris  Chapel, 
and  as  Trustee  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  the  past  ten  years,  Mr.  Groat  has  been 
especially  faithful  in  religious  work.  Mi's.  Groat 
has  also  taught  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  both  ouv 
subject  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  entire  community,  among  whom  they 
occupy  |)ositions  of  usefulness  and  influence.  Mr- 
Groat  has  now  rented  liis  farm,  and  bought  a  home 
in  Nilcs,  where  he  contemplates  moving  this  fall 
in  order  to  give  his  son  tlie  advantage  of  the 
High  School, 


'S^  DWIN  A.  BLAKESLEE.  There  is  no  name 
iN  i"<"'"i  prominently  connected  witli  the  his- 
II'— ^-  tory  of  the  prosperous  village  of  Galien 
than  that  of  Itl  keslee  a  d  this  volume  would  Itc 
incomplete  we  e  e  t  on    made  of   their  life 

and  woi'ks.  It  s  tl  e  efo  e  with  pleasure  that  the 
biographer  inv  te,  tl  e  atte  tion  of  the  reader  to 
the  following  outl  n  of  1  e  areer  of  our  subject, 
as  well  as  his  immediate  ancestors.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
James  Blakeslee,  who  was  born  and  reared  iu  tlie 
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State  of  New  York  ami  lliete  married  Miss  Louisi- 
ana LdimiiKls,  a  coiisiu  of  tlie  illiislrioiis  states- 
iimii,  .Indge  Edmunds,  aad  a  daughter  of  one  of 
the  Revolutionary  heroes,  who  was  taken  prisoner 


by  tlif  nnihh  and  r 


ninert  i 


laptivity  for  some 


While  ri'sidiiig  in  New  York,  James  Blakeslee 
begnu  to  preacli  in  the  cliineh  of  the  Latter-Day 
Saints,  and  continued  his  ministerial  labors  after 
removinff  to  Perth,  Canada,  in  1836.  Tlience  he 
went  lo  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
there  to  Walerville,  (tnoida  County,  the  same 
Slate,  later  locating  in  Utica,  where,  as  in  other 
places,  lie  devoted  the  most  of  liJs  time  to  preach- 
ing. On  the  ulli  of  .luly,  1843,  he  onived  in 
southern  lowo,  where  he  engaged  in  ministerial 
ivoik  for  live  yenrs.  In  1848  he  located  in  Uata- 
vl:i,  Kane  County,  III.,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  l>eceraher  18,  18(ie.  A  man 
of  gi-eat  ability  and  an  interesting  s[>eakci',  he  was 
very  prominent  in  tlie  Church  o(  the  Latter-Day 
Saints  and  was  one  of  the  twelve  apostles  in  whose 
Lands  roixised  the  authority  of  the  churcii.  His 
wife  also  passed  away  in  lijitavia.  Kane  County, 
111. 

Tlic  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  had  a 
large  family  of  cliitdren,  Keorgc  A.  being  the  eld- 
est, lie  received  his  schooling  in  the  various 
places  of  which  his  father  was  a  resident,  and  was 
also  the  tocipient  of  excellent  advantsiges  under 
the  training  and  preceptorship  of  his  father. 
When  a  mere  boy  he  commenced  to  work  for  him- 
self and  early  developed  traits  of  self-reliance  and 
industry.  He  frequently  made  overland  trips  to 
CliicBgO  in  order  to  haul  wheat  to  the  market 
there.  liis  lii-st  business  venture  was  as  operator 
of  a  sawmill  in  Batavia,  III.,  and  in  1H49  lie  em- 
barked in  the  lumbering  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued for  seven  years- 
Coming  to  the  present  nite  of  Galien  in  1856, 
Mr.  Blakeslee  became  the  founder  of  this  now 
prasperous  village,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  woods 
erected  and  operated  a  sawmill.  Soon  afterward 
he  purchased  a  stock  of  goods  and  opened  a 
general  mei'cantile  store,  which  he  conducted  in 
connection  with  the  lumber  business.  He  owned 
several  thousand  acres  of  land  in    IJerricii    Coun- 


ty, from  which  he  cut  the  lumber  and  disposed 
of  it  in  the  market.  Under  the  administration 
of  President  Buchanan  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master at  Galien  and  retained  that  position  un- 
interrupted through  the  various  administrations 
until  the  election  of  Grover  Cleveland  to  the 
Presidency,  when  he  resigned,  lie  also  owned  a 
sawmill  here  and  engaged  extensively  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  handles.  In  1880  he  opened  a  bank- 
ing establishment.  Upon  his  farm,  which  con- 
sisted of  one  thousand  atires  or  more,  he  raised 
stock  and  grain  and  shipped  largely  to  other 
places.  In  his  mill  he  manufactured  over  one 
million  five  hundred  thousand  handles  annually. 

The  marriage  of  George  A.  Blakeslee  occurred 
on  the  13th  of  February,  1848,  and  united  him 
with  Miss  Lydia  Alcott,  who  was  born  in  England, 
being  the  daughter  of  a  manufacturer  of  queens- 
ware  in  that  country.  Slie  came  to  America  in  her 
girlhood  an  I  «  tl  le  fatle  settled  in  McHenry 
County,  III  wl  e  e  si  es  ded  until  her  mariage. 
In  his  yo  tl  M  Blake  lee  ted  with  the  Latter- 
Day  Sail  t  d  h  oane  a  I  oninent  member  of 
tlie  chui  lb  ts   B    loi    for    the  world,    in 

which  pos  to  1  e  I  a  I  1  a  ge  ot  the  tinanees  and 
their  pro[et  tl  gl  ut  tl  entire  world.  For 
ten  year  le  Hllel  tl  at  lo  ed  position  to  the 
univei«al  satisfaction  of  the  people  and  with  credit 
to  himself.  Aside  from  tlie  otlice  of  Bishop  he 
also  preached  occasionally,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  High  Priest  Conims,  which  was  one  of  the 
most  important  positions  in  the  gift  of  thechui-ch. 
He  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Galien  hr.anch 
of  the  church  and  was  its  most  influential  member. 

A  member  of  the  Whig  party  during  its  exist- 
ence, Mr.  Blakeslee  united  with  the  Republican 
party  in  1856  and  was  one  of  its  most  devoted 
adherents  until  his  death.  He  served  as  .lustiec 
of  the  Peace  from  1857  until  1882,  a  period  of 
twenty-flve  years.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  public  schools  at  Galien  and  was  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  many  years.  As  Presi- 
dent of  the  village  for  a  long  period,  he  was  in- 
strumental in  securing  many  improvements  and 
in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  citizens.  Socially, 
be  was  identified  with  the  Royal  Ai-ch  Masons. 
His. death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Galien  on  the 
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20th  of  September,  1890,  ami  was  <leopiy  deplored 
by  hisncquaiDtnnees  tlirouglioiil  the  United  Stales. 
A  man  of  splendid  ptiytiiquo  and  fine  appearance, 
lie  won  friends  wlierever  he  went  and  retained  the 
admiration  and  respect  of  all  his  associates.  To 
him  more  than  to  any  other  man  is  due  the  rapid 
growth  of  Berrien  Coimty  and  its  high  jjosition 
among  the  counties  of  Michigan, 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  nine  children, 
of  whom  Ella  and  George  A.,. Jr., are  deceased.  Of 
llie  seven  siirvivora  we  note  the  following:  Eliza 
is  the  wife  of  Alexander  Emery,  an  attornej'  of 
Buchanan,  Mich.;  Sarah  married  W.  W.  Fry,  who 
is  in  the  employ  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad 
at  Joliet,  111.;  fieorgiana  is  the  wife  ot  J.  W.Wright, 
a  traveling  salesman;  Lydia  is  the  wife  Cliiirles  A. 
Clark,  who  devotes  his  entire  time  to  onr  subject's 
store;  Viola  married  W.  A.  Blair,  a  merch.ant  re- 
siding in  Laraoni,  Iowa;  Belle  is  the  wife  of  S. 
B.  Smith,  a  music  dealer  of  .lackson,  Mich.;  and 
Edwin  A,  is  the  youngest. 

Our  subject,  who  has  succeeded  his  honored  fa- 
ther in  business,  was  born  July  18,  1865,  in  Galien, 
Mich.,  and  received  his  education  in  the  Normal 
School  at  Ypsilanti,  graduating  from  thai  institu- 
tion in  1887.  Later  he  entered  the  literary  depart- 
ment of  thelTniversity  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  also  took  a 
course  of  lectures  in  the  law  department  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  and  the  Phi  Delta 
Phi.  At  the  time  of  his  father's  death  be  returned 
to  Galien  and  settled  the  large  estate  and  assumed 
charge  of  the  business,  with  which  he  iias  since 
been  connected, 

A  Republican  in  his  political  opinions,  Mr. 
Blaiteslee  has  served  as  it  member  of  the  Village 
Council  and  is  the  present  Clerk  of  Galien  Town- 
ship. He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
mattci-s  and  is  a  Director  of  the  Galien  schools. 
He  is  proprietor  of  the  firm  of  G.  A.  Blakeslee  & 
Co.,  which  conducts  a  general  banking  business, 
also  engages  in  a  general  mercantile  business,  and 
in  buying  and  selling  grain.  In  the  store  may  be 
found  a  large  and  complete  assortment  of  goods, 
including  everything  from  the  size  of  a  needle  to 
a  threshing-machine.  Aa  has  been  herelofore 
mentioned,  tlic  store   is   maiiag:ed   by  Mr,  Clark, 


while  our  subject  devotes  his  entire  attention  to 
looking  after  the  large  estate  inherited  from  his 
father.  He  and  his  mother  reside  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  they  are  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  In  addition  to  his  other  inter- 
ests he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First  State  Savings 
Bank  of  Niles, 

Tlie  honored  son  of  an  honored  ftithcr,  Mr. 
Blakeslee  is  justly  held  in  high  esteem  by  the 
people  of  Berrien  County.  While  he  is  largely 
indebted  to  his  father,  yet  he  pei-sonally  possesses 
the  attributes  of  a  noble  character.  Like  his  fa- 
ther, he  is  a  man  of  firm  convictions,  and  when  he 
once  decides  upon  the  right  course  of  action, 
nothing  swerves  him  from  his  course.  In  dispo- 
sition generous,  in  resources  fruitful,  in  character 
rounded,  and  in  business  dealings  honorable,  he 
has  gained  a  name  and  a  reputation  as  one  of 
Michigan's  most  prosperous  and  noble  sons. 


"^E 


3^^" 


SAAC  MOSER.  Mr.  Moser,  one  of  the  very 
wealthy  men  of  Mason  Township, and  for  many 
_\ears  a  large  money-loaner,  was  born  at  Rich- 
field, Pa.,  February  24,  1837.  His  parents, 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Fall)  Moser,  were  natives 
respectivelv  of  Franenbnrg,  France,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  father  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
old  .Tewisli  families  and  came  to  America  when  he 
was  about  eighteen  yeai-s  of  age.  He  had  two 
brothers,  one  of  wliom,  Nathan,  became  a  wealthy 
man,  went  to  California  and  there  died.  The  other 
brother  was  a  man  of  culture  and  learntiig,  and  was 
a  proinineut  Jewish  Rabbi.  One  of  his  sisters 
married  a  Mr.  Heyman  and  the  other  sister  married  . 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Levi.  The  far-famed  cor- 
net player,  Levi,  is  her  son. 

Upon  reaching  the  American  coast  the  father  of 
our  subject  had  but  eighteen  cents  in  money,  but, 
like  most  of  his  race  when  first  reaching  this 
country,  he  lieeame  a  peddler.  He  soon  hadastore 
of  Uis  own,  and  later  he  traded  in  live  stock,  thus 
making  a  fortune.  In  1853  he  came  to  Michigan, 
loc-Tting  at  Mt.  Clemens,   and  was  one  of  the  pro- 
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pi-LUloLs  of  a  minorril  well  in  tlint  iiUk'b  wlien  it  fii-sl 
stnrt(.>(l,  aiiit  at  thi'  tiine  of  Ills  denth  was  ont  of 
tlie  stocklioldtii-s  and  Directors  in  the  Mt.  Clemens 
Savings  Bank.  Sliortly  after  coming  to  tiiis  coun- 
try lii^  married  tlu!  widow  Middelswortli,  her  maiden 
naiiieliavingbeen  Fall.  Iler  lirst  huKlmnd'sfatlier 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  liis  day  in 
the  State  of  t'ennsvlvaiiia,  serving  twenty-one 
yeai-s  in  the  State  Ijegisliitiire,  and  fine  term  in 
Congress.  She  became  the  mother  of  one  child  hy 
her  llrat  mnrriogo,  and  this  child  was  named  after 
his  fjither.  ,lohn  Middelsworth.  Mrs.  Moser  is  now 
living  at  Mt.  Clemens. 

ilf!  of  whom  we  write  was  set'ond  in  o^'der  of 
birth  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, and  his  educational  advantages  wei-e  not  of 
llic  U'st,  for  he  began  assisting  his  father  in  the 
btore  when  twelve  yeai-s  of  age.  lie  also  worked 
on  the  farm  liis  father  owned,  and  when  but 
eighteen  yeai-s  of  age  he  l)egan  working  at  the 
butcher  business  at  Mt  Clemens,  whither  he  had 
moved  with  his  father  in  ittfio.  Later  he  became 
the'  proprietor  of  a  gpnerni  store  in  that  place. 

For  some  time  during  the  late  Civil  War  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  Government  in  the  railroad 
department,  and  was  located  at  Bridgeport,  Ala,, 
and  Deckard,  Teiiii.  At  the  former  place  he  met 
with  an  accident.  A  fire  broke  out  in  the  depot 
while  he  was  sleeping  in  it,  and  in  assisting  tu  get 
out  blankets  anti  other  Government  supplies  he 
slipped  and  sprained  his  ankle,  lie  lias  never  fully 
recovered  from  this.  Soon  after  he  came  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  bought  a  piece  of  land  in  Ma- 
son Township.  Six  months  later  lie  sold  this  at  a 
proBt  of  t2,.'i00.  and  bought  the  place  where  lie 
now  lives,  and  which  adjoins  tlie  first  tract  he 
bought. 

In  1869  Mr.  Moser  was  married  to  Miss  Susan 
Conlcy,  the  eldest  daughter  of  William  Conley,  of 
Mason  Township,  and  a  native  of  the  .Buckeye 
State.  She  went  with  her  father  to  Indiana  when 
quite  young,  and  finally  to  Cass  Countj,  Mich., 
where  tliey  settled  in  Mason  Township.  Here 
Mr.  Moser  became  acquainted  with  her.  Five  sons 
were  born  to  this  marriage:  Theodore,  Charles 
A.,  Clai-ence,  Leiand  and  Willard.  After  his  m 
riage    Mr.    .Mo^m  located  on  his  present  farm  ;ind 


became  an  extensive  fruit-grower.  As  Michigan 
has  for  a  number  of  years  enjoyed  a  wide-spread 
reputation  for  being  one  of  the  most  prolific  fruit- 
growing States  in  the  central  cluster,  Mr,  Moser 
lias  taken  advantage  of  this  fact  to  inaugurate  an 
industry  that  has  been  a  great  success.  He  is  tin 
expert  in  the  business  and  has  made  considerable 
money  at  it.  Of  late  years  he  has  done  but  little 
work  aside  from  looking  after  his  various  inter- 
ests, for  heis  counted  one  of  the  largest  money- 
loaners  In  his  section. 

3Ir.  Moser  has  always  been  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  has  held  many  of  tlie  local  olHces  in  his 
township.  For  twenty  years  he  was  School  Treas- 
urer, also  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  one  of  the  Board  of  Review  of  the  town- 
ship. He  was  made  a  Mason  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
has  been  a  life-long  temperance  worker.  He  never 
drank  a  drop  of  liquor  in  his  life,  never  uses  tea 
or  coffee,  and  dislikes  tobacco  in  any  form.  In 
fact,  he  is  temperate  in  all  things. 


\|pTi  HNKST  TABU  1}, an  enterprising  agricuUiir- 
||^  ist  and  well-known  citizen  of  SodusTown- 
/IL^/  ship,  Berrien  County,  Micb.,  was  born  in 
the  near  township  of  Bainbridge,  in  February,  1845, 
and  has  passed  liis  entire  life  within  the  State  of 
his  nativitv,  with  the  exception  of  brief  intervals 
occupied  in  journeys  and  visits  elsewhere.  His 
father,  Wallace  Tabor,  a  native  of  .leffereon  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  Iwrn  April  2G,  1814,  remained  in  the 
home  of  his  birth  until  he  had  arrived  at  the  age 
of  seventeen, spending  the  days  of  chiidliood  and 
youth  in  assisting  his  father  and  attending  the 
school  of  the  neighborhood.  In  1831,  the  ener- 
getic and  ambitious  boy  left  the  parental  roof  de- 
termined to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  broader  West. 
He  came  to  Michigan  and  remained  a  short  time  in 
Berrien  County,  from  tlicrt  proceeding  to  Chi- 
cago, where  he  found  immediate  employment  as  a 
laborer  in  a  brickyard,  lie  helped  to  make  the 
brivk  used  in  the  erection  of  the  first  brick  hotel 
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built  in  Chicago.  After  woiking  two  yeai-s  stead- 
ily in  the  brickyard,  the  fatlier  returned  to  Bain- 
bridge  Township,  Mieh.,  and  buying  land  entered 
into  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  with  success,  clear- 
ing the  land  and  cultivating  the  fertile  »oil  of  his 
homestead  for  sixteen  years  without  change  of  oc- 
cupation. 

In  1849,  when  the  reports  from  California 
aroused  a  fever  of  excitement  all  over  the  country, 
Tabor  determined  to  seek  the  gold  fields  of  the 
Pacific  Coast.  After  an  absence  of  two  ycai'S,  he 
again  resumed  farming  upon  the  old  homestead, 
from  that  time  his  constantabiding-place.  In  1839, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  McKies, 
a  daughter  of  -Samuel  and  Harriet  McKies, 
formerly  residents  of  Connecticut,  the  MoKies  be- 
ing a  well-known  and  highly  esteemed  family  of 
New  England.  Unto  the  worthy  parents  of  our 
subject  were  born  eight  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  Bert,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
passed  away  in  his  twenty-fourlli  year,  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  young  man  of  prom- 
ise, and  died  in  1887.  The  surviving  sons  and 
daughters  are  Eupheraia,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  Ernest, 
Horace,  Ida,  Carlton-  All  are  married  and  reside  in 
Berrien  County,  except  the  two  eldest  daughters, 
who  make  their  home  in  the  far  SUitc  of  Kanssis. 
Ernest,  the  eldest  son  of  the  large  family,  assisted 
from  boyhood  in  the  daily  labor  of  the  farm,  and 
also  attended  the  district  schools  and  gained  an 
excellent  and  practical  education.  He  afterward 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  six  months'  instruction  in 
the  State  [Jnivei'sity  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  grew  up 
to  manhood  self-reliant  and  industrious. 

Attwenty-one  years  of  age,  beginning  life  for 
himself,  Mr.  Tabor  at  first  obtained  employmentin 
a  sawmill,  where  he  received  fair  wages,  but  after  a 
time  he  concluded  to  return  to  farming,  being  thor- 
oughly posted  in  all  the  details  of  agriculture,  and 
already  having  an  extended  and  practical  experi- 
ence in  handling  the  soil  and  products  of  Michigan. 
For  two  years  our  subject  worked  the  farm  of  his 
father  on  shares,  and  then  devoted  his  capital  to 
the  purchase  of  lands  in  Van  Buren  County,  from 
which  he  removed  the  timber,  afterward  selling 
the  property.  He  next  bought  the  one  liuudred 
and  two  acres  where  he  now  resides,  and  which  he 


has  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  con- 
ducting general  farming  and  also  raising  some  line 
stock.  The  improvements  upon  the  broad  acres 
are  unusually  valu.ible,  Mr,  Tabor  having  erected 
a  number  of  well-built  cottages,  which  he  renis 
mostly  to  prominent  Chicago  families,  who  enjoy 
their  summer  outing  upon  the  banks  of  the  St.  Jo- 
seph River.  It  was  in  1891  thnttlie  cottages  were 
completed  and  occupied,  and  in  1893  they  are  in- 
adequate in  size  and  number  to  accommodate  the 
guests  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pieas- 
anl  retreat.  Mr.  Tabor  has  already  enlarged  one 
house,  and  is  now  contemplating  the  erection  of 
others.  In  1872  our  subject  entered  the  bonds  of 
marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Stump,  daughter  of  John 
and  Magdalena  Stump.  The  marriage  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children.  One  died 
in  infancy;  Myrtie  and  May  survive  and  are  with 
their  parents.  Politically,  Mr.  Tabor  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  has  voted  that  ticket  ever  since 
he  attained  his  majority  and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
principles  and  platform  of  the  "Party  of  Reform." 
An  intelligent  and  observing  man,  our  subject  has 
a  store  of  pleasing  reminiscences  of  the  early  days 
of  the  State,  and  has  himself  hcen  a  leading  factor 
in  the  progressive  interests  of  his  home  township 
and  county. 


GKORGE  A.  COliVA.U,  and  energetic  and 
■  prosperous  farmer  located  upon  section  4, 
Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
is  a  native  of  Krie  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  near 
Girard,  March  2,  1846.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Abraham  Coretl,  Sr.,  was  i  native  of  New  Jersey, 
of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  He  removed  to  Albany- 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there,  in  1795,  married  Miss 
Mary  Miller,  who  was  rf  Knickerbocker  descent. 
In  the  year  1819  they  removed  to  Livingston 
County,  and  thence,  in  1837,  to  Erie  County,  Pa. 
In  1853  Mr.  Corell  removed  to  Iowa,  and  there 
died  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  and  onc- 
lialf  years, 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  lilOGRAPHTCAL  RECORD. 


Abraham  Corell,  Jr.,  the  falher  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Albany  County,  X.  Y,,  August  10, 
1815,  and  removed  with  liis  parents  to  Livingston 
County.  In  1837  he  went  to  Krie  County,  Pa., 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  February  10, 
1839,  married  Ann  Elizabeth  Brownell,  who  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  November  1, 
1818.  When  seven  years  old  she  removed  with 
her  parents  to  Chautauqua  County,  and  later  to 
Erie  County,  Pa.  Her  parents  were  (rom  Rhode 
Island,  and  the  father,  Benjamin  Brownell,  was  a 
descendant  of  Ethan  Allen,  noted  in  the  Revolu- 
tion as  the  commander  of  the  Green  Mountain 
boys. 

In  March,  1850,  the  father  of  our  subject  came 
with  his  family  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.  A  kind 
friend  and  upright  citizen,  he  was  deeply  mourned 
when,  December  23,  1883,  he  passed  to  his  rest, 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  three  months  and  thirteen 
days;  the  mother  survived  her  husband  and  is  now 
living  in  Niles  Township. 

George  A.  Corell  was  one  of  eleven  children,  live 
sons  and  six  daughtere,  born  unto  his  parents,  sev- 
en of  whom  lived  to  adult  age,  and  six  yet  survive. 
Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  and  eldest  son  in 
order  of  birth,  and  was  only  four  years  of  age 
when  he  arrived  in  Berrien  County.  Ho  enjoj'ed 
instruction  in  the  public  schools  of  Niles  and  re- 
sided with  his  parents  until  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  December  23,  1873,  Mr.  Corell  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Morna  Alice  Oragg,  a 
daughter  of  Mortimer  David  Gragg,  a  native  of 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  Her  mother,  Hester  Ann 
(Cronkhite)  Gragg,  was  horn  in  New  York  and 
was  of  German  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gragg 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Corell  was  the  third  child  and  the  third  daugliter. 
.She  was  born  in  Niles  September  13,  1851,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  her  home 
locality.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coi-ell  have  spent  their 
married  life  upon  their  present  homestead,  which 
has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  live  intelligent 
eliiidren,  two  sons  and  three  daughters:  George 
B.,  Horace  B.,  F.  Genevieve,  Delia  L.  and  Mary 
Alice. 

Mr.  Coreil  has  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  to  the  pursuit  of  ftgriculture,  ami  is  a  practical 


tiller  of  the  soil  and  a  successful  stock-raiser.  He 
is  a  carpenter  hy  trade,  and,  commencing  in  thtit 
business  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  contipued 
in  the  same  prolitably  for  seven  years.  He  owns 
a  highly  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  and  lias 
also  worked  his  mother's  homestead  of  ninety-six 
acres.  Our  subject  is  activeij-  connected  with  the 
Republican  party  and  was  elected  Highway  Com- 
missioner in  1893.  He  has  from  his  earliest  man- 
hood been  deeply  I  nterested  in  both  local  and  Na- 
tional affairs,  and  during  the  past  twenty  yeais 
has  been  identifled  with  the  progressive  move- 
ments and  business  enterprises  of  this  township, 
and  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  worth,  liberal  ideas 
and  public  spirit.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Corell  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  at  Niles  and  has 
many  warm  friends  within  this  well-known  order. 


€AF1\  SAMUEL  G.  LANGLKY.  Pleasantly 
located  on  Langley  Avenue  and  command- 
ing a  fine  view  of  the  St.  Joseph  River 
stands  an  elegant  and  commodious  residence, 
which  is  considered  one  of  the  loveliest  of  St.  Jo- 
seph's many  attractive  homes.  This  was  the  resi- 
dence of  the  late  Capt.  Langley  and  is  now  oc'cu- 
pied  by  his  widow.  The  family  name  is  a  very 
familiar  one  to  the  people  of  Berrien  County,  not 
only  through  Capt.  Langley's  close  association 
with  its  progress,  but  also  through  Langley  Ave- 
nue, which  was  laid  out  by  him  and  donated  to  the 
city,  and  is  now  one  of  its  principal  thoTOUgli- 
fares. 

Our  subject  was  descended  from  a  long  line  of 
patriotic  forefathers,  who  traced  their  ancestry  to 
Scotland  and  England.  His  maternal  grandfather, 
Gov.  Hilton,  is  remembered  as  the  first  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Massacliusetis  and  was  a  man  of 
great  ability.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Lee 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  1!,  1813,  and  was  the  son 
of  Samuel  G.  and  Sallie  (Hilton)  Langley,  natives 
respectively  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts. 
When  a  mere  child  he  shipped  as  cabin  boy  on  an 
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ocean  steamer  and  was  on  the  sea  until  1833, 
when  he  came  to  St.  Joseph  and  sailed  the  brig 
"Napoleon,"  which  was  tiie  first  steam  brig  iisecl 
on  Lake  Michigan.  He  sailed  the  "Ead  of  Cath- 
cart"  from  Kingston  to  Detroit,  when  she  was 
bought  by  C.  B.  Backus,  of  Detroit,  and  took  his 
name,  being  afterwards  eailed  the  propeller  ''C.  B. 
Backus."  She  was  the  first  propeller  on  the  Lakes. 
Afterward  he  built  and  partly  owned  several 
steam  brigs  which  lie  sailed  on  the  lake.  At  the 
same  time,  in  partnership  with  Capt.  Hilton,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  elevator  business  at  St.  .Joseph. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  our  subject  was  the 
oldest  Captain  on  Lake  Michigan.  During  the 
years  in  which  he  was  engaged  on  the  lake  be  re- 
ceived several  medals,  presented  to  !iim  as  a  token 
of  appreciation  for  brave  and  efficient  service  on 
llie  lake  at  various  times.  He  received  a  fine  sil- 
ver service  for  saving  and  rescuing  the  crew  of  the 
steamer  "E,  H.  Collins,"  burned  in  Detroit  River  Oc- 
tober S,  1854.  Healso  saved  the  lives  of  the  crews 
of  four  vessels  on  Lake  Erie  the  same  year.  Mrs. 
Langlej'  has  in  lier  possession  a  gold-headed  cane 
presented  to  the  Captain  in  1861  by  Prince 
Napoleon  for  service  rendered  him  while  on  the 
Captain's  vessel.  His  death  occurred  on  the  pro- 
pellor  "Favorite"  in  the  Chicago  harbor  from 
heart  disease,  June  4,  1870. 

On  February  2,  1843,  Capt.  Langley  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sara  M.  Fitzgerald,  of  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Bishop  McCloskey,  of  Detroit,  The  bride  was  tlie 
daughter  of  Edmond  A.  and  Sarah  A.  (Hilton) 
Fitzgerald,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated 
early  In  life  to  the  United  States  when  they  wei-e 
both  single.  The  marriage  of  Capt.  and  Mi-s. 
Langley  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Capt.  John  H.;  Samnel  G.,  Jr.;  Frank  F.,  who  is  at 
home;  and  Emma  A.,  wife  of  J.  J.  McLeod,  of  De- 
troit, Mich.  Mrs.  Langley  is  a  member  of  the 
Universalist  Church,  with  which  her  husband  was 
-  identified  for  many  years.  In  addition  to  her  res- 
idence in  St.  Joseph,  she  is  the  owner  of  ninety- 
seven  acres  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  the  value  of 
which  is  rapidly  increasing.  Capt.  Langley  was  a 
charter  member  of  Occidental  Lodge  No.  56,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  was  one  of  its  active  workers  until 
the  time  of  his  death.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch 
Kepublican, 


^1/  OSEPH  R.  EDWARDS,  A  prominent  busi- 
||  ness  enterprise  of  Dowagiac  is  the  boot  and 
j^  l{  siioe  store  owned  and  managed  by  the  sub- 
^^f/  ject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  also  agent  for 
the  American  Express  Company  at  this  place,  Mr, 
Edwards  was  born  in  H.tddonfleld,  Camden  Coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  June  28,  183a.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Joseph  Edwards,  was  born  in  Maryland  on  the 
lOth  of  May,  1734,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Eleanor  Edwards.  Throughout  his  entire  business 
life  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  followed 
that  occupation  in  Luniberton,  N,  J.,  where  he 
settled  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
His  family  numbered  twelve  children,  six  of  whom 
survived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Edwards,  was 
born  at  Lumberton,  N.  J.,  August  15,  1806,  and 
in  his  youth  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade 
of  a  wagon  and  carriage  maker,  at  Vlncentown, 
N.  J.  In  1856  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  remaining  there  until  his  ca- 
reer was  terminated  by  death  on  the  11th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1889.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Rebecca  Zanes,  was  born  in  Haddonfield,  N.  J.,  in 
1810.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  seven  of 
that  number  are  still  living,  One  of  the  sons, 
Isaac  Z,,  served  in  the  late  war  as  Lieutenant  oC 
the  Nineteenth  Micliigan  Infantry,  and  died  from 
wounds  received  in  tlie  army. 

In  his  political  belief,  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  first  a  Whig,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  RepubHcan  party  became  identified  with  it 
and  remained  a  devoted  adherent  of  its  principles 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  conservative  man,  hon- 
orable and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  his 
word  was  in  every  instance  as  good  as  his  bond. 
He  was  a  firm  believer  in  Christianity  and  pos- 
sessed deep  religious  convictions.  In  his  farming 
enterprises  he"  met  with  success  and  accumulated 
a  large  and  valuable  property. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age,  our  subject  came 
to  Michigan,  and  three  years  later  he  commenced 
to  teaeh  in  Berrien  County.  On  the  20tli  of  Sep- 
tember, ISGI,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Twelfth 
Michijfan    Jufautrj',  and   served, «s,  Sergeaut  of 
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his  company,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Sliiloh 
and  Hatchie  River  Bi'idge,  and  the  various  skir- 
mishes of  the  campaign  through  West  Tennessee. 
Jn  1863  the  i-egiment  was  ordered  to  Vicsksburg 
and  thence  went  to  Arkansas,  where  Mr.  Edwards 
took  part  in  the  engagement  at  J^ittle  Rock. 
June  8,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
and  resumed  the  duties  of  private  citizenship. 
.For  a  time  he  carried  on  a  restaurant  in  Little 
Rwk,  but  in  November,  1865,  returned  to  Mich- 
ip;an  and  settled  in  La  Grange.  Two  years  after- 
ward he  went  to  Cassopolis  and  scoured  a  clerical 
position  in  the  general  mercantile  establishment  of 
.losepli  K.  Ritter. 

On  tlie  4th  of  November,  1871,  Mr.  Kdwards 
leased  tlie  Cassopolis  House  and  was  its  proprietor 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Downgiac 
and  clerked  for  Hirsch  &  Philiipson  until  Decem- 
ber, 1878.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1879,  he  as- 
sumed the  position  of  County  Clerk,  to  which  he 
had  been  elected  and  which  he  held  for  two  suc- 
cessive terms.  In  1882  he  was  again  nominated 
for  the  office,  but  was  defeated  by  seven  votes. 
During  his  clerkship  lie  studied  law,  and  at  the 
close  of  his  term  ot  office  was  admitted  to  the  Bar. 
Subsequently  he  engaged  in  the  real-estat*  business 
in  Chicago  and  while  there  wasadmittedat  Ottawa 
to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  Illinois.  Leaving 
Chicago,  he  came  to  Dowagiac  and  embarked  in 
business  as  a  dealer  m  boots  and  shoes  and  gents' 
and  ladies'  furnishing  goods,  which  he  still  con- 
tinues. In  March,  1888,  he  was  appointed  Amer- 
ican Express  Agent  at  Dowagiac,  and  still  holds 
that  position. 

November  28, 1866,  Mr.  Edwards  married  Miss 
Matilda  Van  Riper,  daughter  of  John  Van  Riper, 
She  was  born  June  10,  1848,  at  Havei-straw,  N.  Y., 
about  forty-two  miles  from  New  York  City,  and 
was  there  reared  until  eight  yeare  old,  when  she 
came  to  Michigan,  residing  in  La  Grange  until 
her  marriage.  Possessing  a  voice  of  unusual  sweet- 
ness and  volume,  she  has  given  considerable  atten- 
tion to  voice  culture,  and  has  sung  in  the  church 
choir  at  Dowagiac  for  a  number  of  yeai-s.  Polit- 
ically, Mr.  Edwards  has  always  been  an  advocate 
of  n  protective  taritf,  believing  that  protection 
augments  the  wages  of  workmen  and  enriches  the 


common  people.  He  was  influential  in  the  incor- 
poration of  Dowagiac,  and  is  now  Circuit  Court 
Comrnissloncr  of  Cass  County.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


fl^ETER  CRITCHET,  the  subject  of  this 
!|  Jl)  biographical  notice,  enjoys  the  distinction 
'^A^  of  being  the  oldest  surviving  settler  of 
(1^  Gallen  Township,  Berrien  County,  where 
for  many  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  Now  retired  from  the 
arduous  labors  that  occupied  former  years,  he  is 
spending  the  twilight  of  his  life  tranquilly  and 
happily  in  his  pleasant  home  in  Galien.  He  has 
witnessed  the  most  of  the  improvements  that  have 
been  made  during  the  present  century,  and  has 
himself  contributed  to  no  small  extent  to  the 
present  high  standing  of  the  township  and  county. 
During  his  useful  life  of  almost  four-score  years, 
he  has  gained  and  retained  the  esteem  of  the  peo- 


ind  is  highly  regarded   as 
energetic   citizens    of 


pie  of  this  community, 
one  ot  the  honorable 
Galien. 

The  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (Sclileigb) 
Critchet,  our  subject  was  born  in  -Northumljerland 
County,  Pa.,  April  18,  1815.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  he  removed  from  his  native  place  to 
Ohio,  locating  with  his  mother  in  Miami  County, 
and  there  attending  the  district  schools.  Later 
he  secured  employment  on  the  canal,  where  he  waa 
"boss"  of  the  men  and  superintended  the  work. 
Associated  with  this  position  is  the  memory  of  the 
night  when  the  men  were  aroused  to  view  the  fall- 
ing of  the  stare,  lighting  the  heavens  with  a 
beauty  uneqiialed  by  any  modern  pyrotechnic 
display.  To  this  day  Mr.  Critchet  recalls  the  scene 
as  one  of  the  most  wonderful  he  has  ever  wit- 
nessed. 

After  sojourning  m  the  Buckeye  State  for  about 
ten  months,  our  subject  went  to  Indiana  and  set- 
tled in  La  Porte  County,  at  a  period  so  early  in 
the  history  of   the  State  that  Indians  stilt  roamed 
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over  the  pi'airies  and  wild  auimals  had  not  yet 
retreated  before  the  wave  of  the  oncoming  civil- 
ization. While  residing  in  Indiana,  on  New  Year's 
Day  of  1835,  Mr.  Critchet  married  Miss  Margaret, 
daughter   of    Obadiah    Rittenhouse,    formerly    of 

■  Pennsylvania  and  later  a  prominent  farmer  of 
l^Portc  County,  In<I.  Remaining  in  La  Porte 
County  tor  a  short  time  after  his  marriage,  he 
removed  thence  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Ber- 
rien County  in  1836.  Upon  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent flourishing  tow  n  of  Buchanan,  he  rented  land 
and  remaine'l  for  about  four  years.  Coming 
thence  to  Galien  Township,  he  located  on  section 
4,  where  he  resided  from  1849  until  July  of  1883. 
lie  always  took  great  pride  in  his  farm,  which  con- 
sisted of  fifty-four  acres,  and  wliich  he  devoted  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Critchet  died  on  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1890,  and  our  subject  was  afterward  married 
to  Catharine,  the  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Mrs. 
Critchet  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  where 
she  was  reared  to  womanhood,  receiving  an  excel- 
lent education  in  the  public  schools.  Fourteen 
children  have  been  born  of  Mr.  Crttchet's  first 
marriage,  seven  of  whom  reached  mature  years 
and  four  are  now  living,  namely:  Ava,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Klasner,  a  farmer  residing  in  Galien 
Township;  .Jennie,  the  wife  of  Henry  Ritzier,  who 
owns  and  conducts  a  restaurant  at  Kouth  Bend, 
Ind.;  Katie,  Mrs.  Charles  Artus,  of  Galien;  and 
Alzina.  who  married  David  Wright,  a  business 
man  of  Galien.  Harriet,  who  married  Oliver  San- 
ford,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  Iowa,  where 
her  husband's  demise  also  occurred;  Almeda  mar- 
ried Jed  Clawson,  and  both  died  in  Kansas;  So- 
phia married  David  Cornell,  a  blacksmith  residing 
in  Galien,  where  she  died. 

In  July  of  1883  Mr.  Critdiet  moved  into  the 
pleasant  residence  in  Galien  which  he  had  erected 
and  in  which  he  still  makes  his  home.  While  liv- 
ing retired  from  business  cares,  he  still  retains  an 
active  interest  in  public  affaira  and  gives  his  influ- 
ence to  the  candidates  and  principles  advocated 
by  the  Democratic  party.     Since   the   election    of 

Andrew  Jackson  to  the  Presidency,  and,  indeed, 
throughout  his  entire  life,  lie  has  been  a  warm 
advocate  of    the   principles  of   his  chosen    party. 


His  popularity  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Highway  Commissioner  of  Galien 
Township  for  the  past  twenty-five  years,  although 
the  township  usnally  gives  a  large  Republican 
majoritj-.  He  has  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  town- 
ship and  Justice  of  the  J'eace  for  one  term. 

Upon  locating  in  lierrieii  County,  Mr.  Critchet 
found  himself  surrounded  by  every  evidence  of 
frontier  life  and  primitive  environments.  His 
land  was  in  its  original  primeval  condition,  upon 
which  nota  furrow  had  been  made,  but,  undaunted 
by  hardships  and  obstacles,  lie  labored  with  dili- 
gence and  unwearied  perseverance,  and  succeeded 
in  clearing  the  land  and  placing  the  soil  under 
splendid  cultivation.  He  also  maintained  a  deep 
interest  in  opening  and  improving  roads, and  con- 
tributed his  quota  to  the  development  of  the 
county.  A  few  years  ago  he  united  with  the  Larger 
Hope  Church,  of  which  lie  is  the  present  Treasurer, 
and  to  the  support  of  which  he  contributes  with 
liberality.  He  is  also  generous  in  his  contributions 
to  other  denominations,  as  well  as  all  benevolent 
projects. 


^^EORGK  W.  LKTT,  a  successful  genei-al 
ii'W  "&'■''"''*'"■'«''  of  Sodus  Township,  Berrien 
%^  County,  Mich.,  has  with  efficiency  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  office,  and  as  Deputy  Sheriff 
of  the  county  for  two  years  gained  a  wide 
acquaintance  and  the  high  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  Mr.  Lett  was  born  in  Mus- 
kingum County,  Ohio,  November  5,  1837.  His 
parents,  James  and  Margaret  Lett,  were  thrifty  and 
industrious  people,  and  trained  their  family  to 
habits  of  sturdy  self-reliance.  Our  subject,  the 
eldest  child,  early  began  the  struggle  of  life,  and 
enjoyed  but  little  opportunity  for  regular  school- 
ing, his  education  being  gained  mostly  from  the 
private  instruction  of  his  father.  Remaining  at 
home  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  George 
Lett  then  decided  to  try  the  farther  West,  and 
journeyed  to  Michigan,  remaining  a  short  time  in 
Sefl'ien  County,  but  soon  returning  to  Ol\io,  where 
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he  then  engaged  in  fnriningupoii  his  own  .-KKOunt. 
About  five  years  after,  lie  again  came  to  Michigan, 
and  here  enlisted  in  the  serviue  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  1864  joining  Company  I,  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.   Chipman, 

The  regiment  went  from  Detroit  to  Beaufort, 
S.  C.,and  from  there  afterward  proceeded  to  Gray's 
Island,  relieving  another  regiment  placed  in  charge. 
At  the  end  of  eight  months  the  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Michigan  Infantry  was  ordered  to 
march,  and  made  tlieir  way  to  Savannah,  Ga., 
guarding  that  point  until  the  regiment  took 
part  in  the  Georgetown  raid.  Their  next  move- 
ment was  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  then  to  Orange- 
bnrgli,  S.  C,  and  from  this  latter  point  to  Columbia. 
Finally  the  regiment  went  into  camp  in  North 
Carolina,  but  was  again  ordered  to  Charleston, 
where  the  troops  disbanded,  and  the  soldiers  of 
each  regiment  were  honorably  discharged.  Our 
subject  had  passed  through  many  perilous  scenes 
without  suffering  a  wound  or  imprisonment,  but  on 
his  way  to  New  Yorlt  encountered  an  unexpected 
danger. which, however,  terminated  withoutserious 
disaster  to  him.  Upon  the  way  to  New  Yoric  the 
vessel  became  disabled,  and  the  troops  wei-e  cast 
adrift  in  Delaware  Bay,  but  by  keeping  close  to 
tlie  shore  Mr,  Lett  and  a  number  t)f  others  were 
saved  from  imminent  death. 

As  soon  as  mustered  out,  our  subject  returned  to 
Sodus  Township  and  entered  upon  the  land  pur- 
chased for  him  by  his  fatlier  when  lie  was  twenty- 
one  years  old.  The  acres  were  all  in  a  wild  state, 
and  without  loss  of  time  Mr.  Lett  began  clearing 
and  cultivating  the  fertile  soil,  which  lias  since 
yielded  so  abundantly.  Sixty  acres,  finely  im- 
proved and  containing  a  comfortable  house,  barns 
and  other  buildings,  attest  the  industry  and  energy 
of  their  owner.  In  the  month  of  March,  1864. 
George  \V.  Lett  and  Miss  Dilcy  Ann  West,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  West,  of  Kentucky,  were  united  in 
marriage.  Five  children  have  blessed  the  union. 
iTames  W.  is  at  home;  Martha  Ann  married  Isaac 
Reed,  and  lives  in  Berrien  Centre;  Franklin  is  with 
his  fatlier  on  t!ic  home  farm;  Cora  married  Her- 
man Holidaj'  and  resides  in  Sodus  Township; 
and  Letha  married  John  Goans  and  lives  on  the  old 


homestead.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Chui-ch,  and  also  holds  the  official  position  of 
Deacon,  and  has  ever  been  a  libei-al  supporter  of 
the  cause  of  religion  and  especially  interested  in  the 
extension  and  influence  of  its  good  work.  Politi- 
cally a  Republican,  Mr.  I^ett  is  well  posted  on  the 
issues  of  the  day,  local  and  national,  and  is  as  loyal 
and  true  a  citizen  as  when,  so  many  years  ago,  he 
gave  himself  to  the  service  of  his  country.  He 
has  for  many  years  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the 
progressive  enterprises  of  his  locality,  and  is  ever 
ready  to  do  his  part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  public  good. 


1*+^ 


\]l~^  lEAM  ROGERS.  For  a  period  of  more 
|fj\l  than  sixty  years  this  pioneer  settler  of  Cass 
X^"  County  has  resided  on  section  1,  Milton 
(^/  Township,  where  he  has  a  finely-im  proved 
farm,  embellished  with  suitable  buildings  and  con- 
taining modern  conveniences.  He  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  the 
county,  l)eing  nbw  ( 1 893)  ninety  one  }  eai-s  of  age, 
and  is  hale  and  hearty,  notwithstanding  his  gieat 
age.  The  citizens  of  the  community  hold  him  in 
the  highest  regard,  and  he  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him.  lie  has  been  a  witness  of  the 
many  improvements  in  the  county,  -ind  has  him- 
self been  a  valuable  factor  in  bringing  about  these 
changes.  It  has  been  his  privilege  to  see  villages 
spring  up  where  once  the  savage  Indian  roamed, 
and  fertile  farms  take  the  place  of  dense,  impene- 
trable foiests;  and  to  him  and  such  as  he  belongs 
the  honor  of  making  the  wilderness  to  bloom  and 
blossom  as  the  rose. 

Born  in  Morris  County,  N.  .1.,  January  16, 1802. 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  Jabez  and  Klizabeth 
(Rogei-s)  Rogers,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Nathaniel  Rogei-s,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  of  Knglish-Welsh  descent,  and  served 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Rogers,  was  also  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  was  descended  from  English  and  Welsh 
ancestry.     The   father  of  our  subject  served  with 
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nksduring  theWar  of  1812.  He  was 
a  fai'tner  by  occupation  and  a  weaver  by  Irade,  and 
followed  these  ekllings  until  his  deatli,  which  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  His  wife  died 
when  about  sixty. 

Hiram  was  tlie  eldest  of  a  family  of  thirteen  chil- 
di-en,aiid  was  between  four  and  five  years  old  when 
he  accompanied  his  father  to  New  York,  locating 
in  Steuben  County  on  a  farm  in  the  woods.  After 
residing  there  seven  years  he  accompanied  the 
family  to  Gorham  Township,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  land  on  shares  and  re- 
mained about  four  years.  After  the  close  of  the 
War  of  1812  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Niagara 
County  and  located  twelve  miles  east  of  T-*wiston, 
N.  Y.,  i-esiding  there  about  thirteen  years.  In 
1831  he  came  to  Michigan,  where  his  parents  died, 
his  father  in  Genesee  County  and  his  mother  in 
Kalamazoo  County. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  while  residing  in  Ni- 
agara County,  N.  Y.,  Mr,  Rogers  left  home  and 
worked  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Cambria  for 
seven  months,  receiving  $10  for  two  months,  and 
$12  per  month  for  the  remainder  of  the  time.  By 
carefully  saving  his  money  he  was  enabled  to  buy 
one  liundred  acres  on  the  HoUaad  Purchase,  and 
during  the  six  months  lie  resided  thereon  he 
cleared  between  thirty  and  forty  acres  of  heavy  tim- 
ber land.  Leaving  tliat  place,  he  came  to  Michigan 
m  1831  and  entered  land  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. It  was  then  unbroken,  raw  prairie,  and  his 
first  work  was  to  erect  a  small  log  cabin  for  the 
reception  of  his  family.  Gradually  he  made  other 
improvements,  and  at  last  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  farm  take  rank  among  the  best  in  the 
county. 

In  1826  Mr.  Rogers  married  Miss  Lora  Vina 
Worden,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1809  and 
died  after  having  become  the  mother  of  a  large 
family  of  children.  In  the  order  of  birth  tliey  were: 
Rosetta  T.,  Jabez,  Sarali,  Margaret,  Ruby,  Martha, 
Mary,  Caroline,  Hiram,  Josephine  and  Francis.  All 
are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Martha, 
the  "wife  of  Prof.  R.  H.  Tripp,  who  resides  in  Kal- 
amazoo; and  .Josephine,  who  is  the  wife  of  W. 
I.  Griflith.  On  October  6,  1868,  Mr.  Rogers  was 
united  in    marriage  with    Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Smith, 


wlio  was  born  August  24,  1831,  seven  miles  below 
Kingston,  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 
Her  fatlier,  Abel  Gates,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
place  as  herself,  while  her  mother,  Polly  Gates,  was 
born  in  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Rogere  is  the  eldest 
surviving  member  of  lier  father's  family.  Of  her 
union  with  Mr.  Rogers  two  sons  were  born: 
Schuyler  C.,wlio  was  born  September  8,  1869;  and 
Carl  F.,  whose  birth  occurred  October  20,  1872, 

In  the  days  of  the  Whig  party  Mr.  Rogers  oast  his 
ballot  in  its  behalf,  and  after  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  he  became  one  of  its  most 
ardent  supporters,  but  for  some  years  past  he  has 
aftiliated  with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  is  a  strong 
adherent  of  the  temperance  cause  and  is  a  very 
abstemious  man,  never  using  liquor  or  tobacco  in 
any  form.  A  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  he  has  served  as  Class-leader,  Steward  and 
Trustee,  and  has  for  many  years  filled  the  position 
of  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  being  an 
active  worker  in  the  cause  of  religion. 

0~  A.  E.  BALDWIN  is  one  of  the  substantial 
'  fruit-growers  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
belongs  to  that  army  of  intelligent,  perse- 
vering, coui-ageous  people  who  have  gone  forth 
from  the  Stale  of  their  birth  to  build  up  new  in- 
dustrial empires  in  various  portions  of  the  West. 
He  is  a  product  of  the  Old  Bay  State,  born  in  New 
Marlborough,  Berkshire  County,  April  21,  1849, 
and  the  only  child  resulting  from  the  union  of 
George  W.  and  Exene  P.  (liugins)  Baldwin,  na- 
tives also  of  Massachusetts. 

George  W.  Baldwin  was  by  profession  a  photog- 
rapher, and  followed  thit  in  liis  native  State  until 
1852,  when  he  came  West  to  Wisconsin.  Here  he 
followed  mining,  but  his  health  failed  and  he  died 
in  1854.  He  was  a  man  possessed  of  more  than 
the  average  amount  of  industry  and  perseverance, 
and  was  well  liked  wherever  he  made  his  home. 
Shortly  after  his  death  his  wife  returned  to  Mas- 
sachusetts and  in  1866  married  William  L.  Wheel-- 
ock.  They  remained  in  that  State  until  1865, 
when  they    came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Ber- 
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Hen  County.  Tlje  mother  is  still  living  and  is  a 
resident  of  Bridgman.  She  i.s  a  most  worthy  lady 
and  is  active  in  her  support  of  all  Iniidftble  enter- 
prises. To  her  last  union,  its  to  her  Hret,  hut  one 
child  was  born,  a  son,  Charles  H.,  deceased.  This 
son  married  Miss  ]^itlie  Wliitten,  daughter  of 
Joshna  Whitlen,  whose  sketch  appeai-s  in  this  work. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  reared  princi- 
pally in  Michigan,  and  was  but  a  few  years  old 
when  his  parents  moved  to  the  wilds  of  Wisconsin. 
Aftera  short  residence  tliere  he  returned  with  his 
mother  to  Massachusetts, and  there  made  his  home 
until  1865,  when  he  came  with  liis  mother  and 
.step-father  to  Michigan.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  began  working  for  himself,  first  as  a  clerk 
in  a  dry-goods  store,  but  previous  to  this,  on 
first  coming  to  tlie  Lake  State,  he  was  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  grubbing  on  a  farm  of  twenty  acres 
he  had  purchased.  When  in  his  twenty-fifth  year 
he  married  Miss  Lucy  E,  Weston,  a  native  of  the 
Kmpire  State,  as  were  also  her  parents,  Franklin  L. 
and  Rosamond  (Burdick)  Weston.  Mr.  Weston 
came  to  this  State  in  1867,  settled  in  Berrien 
County,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Lake 
Township,  having  hold  most  of  the  important  town-  i 
ship  ufllces.  Mis  death  occurred  in  1^88,  but  his 
widow  survives  liim  and  makes  her  home  in  Bu- 
chanan. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weston  were  born  five 
children,  who  were,  Flora,  wife  of  Flarrison  Mor- 
gan, of  South  Dakota;  Lncy  K.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; George  W.,  who  resides  in  Buchanan;  Delia, 
deceased,  the  wife  of  Orlando  Smith;  and  Nathan 
W.,  of  Katon  County,  Mieli. 

■Inst  prior  lo  his  marriage,  as  before  stated,  our 
subject  purchased  a. farm,  and  on  this  he  began  his 
career  as  a  fruit-grower.  In  1877  he  purchased 
and  moved  on  his  present  home  place,  consisting 
of  twenty  acres, nearly  all  unimproved  at  that  time. 
This  cost  him  il.5  per  acre.  Of  the  twenty  acres, 
sixteen  acres  are  under  cullivation,  fourteen  of  it 
l>eing  in  small  fruit,  principally  different  varieties 
of  strawberries,  blackberries  and  raspberries.  His 
place  is  now  worth  ilOO  per  acre,  and  on  it  he  has 
a  beautiful  rural  home  of  modern  style  and  with 
all  the  necessary  improvements.  For  severalyears 
Mr.  Baldwin  has  been  Drain  Commissioner  and  has 
also  been  School  Inspector. 


Six  children  have  been  liorn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baldwin,  and  are  named  in  the  order  of  their 
births  as  follows:  Myrtle  E..  Ozro  E.,  ticssamine  I., 
Fern  C,  Omar  A.  and  Hazel.  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a 
member  of  Lalje  Lodge  No.  143,1.  O.  0.  F.,  and 
has  filled  all  the  chairs  of  his  lodge.  In  1891  he 
represented  his  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Stste.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  frequently  represented  his  commu- 
nity in  the  county  conventions,  and  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  nominating  the  present  sheriff.  For  the 
past  seven  years  Mr.  Baldwin  has  been  interested 
in  the  fruit  plant  trade,  and  the  business  has  grown 
to  large  proportions,  ho  having  customers  all  over 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  having  in  1893 
eight  acres  of  strawberries  planted  for  that  trade. 
In  the  shipping  season  he  employs  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  hands. 


J  J  OHN  DAVIS.  In  narrating  the  lives  of  many 
j  prominent  citizens  and  old  settlers  of  the 
j  county  we  find  no  onemore  worthy  of  men- 
__  tion,  or  whose  long  life  of  usefulness  is  more 
worthy  to  be  chronicled,  than  John  Davis.  He 
is  one  of  the  county's  most  worthy  citizens  as  well 
as  one  of  its  oldest  settlers  and  wealthiest  farmers, 
and  hi.s  honesty  and  integrity  are  proverbial  in 
thecommunity.  He  was  born  in  Cambria  County, 
Pa.,  January  U,  1820,  and  although  he  has 
passed  the  allotted  age  of  man,  three-score  years 
and  ten,  time  has  dealt  leniently  with  liim,  and  he 
is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  comparatively  good 
health. 

Benjamin  Davis,  his  fatlier,  was  a  native  of  Wales, 
but, when  a  small  boy  lie  came  with  an  uncle  to  the 
United  States.  His  fatlier  had  died  in  the  Old 
Country.  The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood in  this  country,  and  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Williams,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  she  was  reared.  Her  father,  Robert  Will- 
iams, was  a  native  of  Wales  and  came  to  America 
when  a  young    man.     Mr.  and    Mrs.    Davis    were 
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rasrried  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1848  tiame  to 
MicUigan,  locating  in  Benien  County,  where  they 
erected  a  log  house.  Mrs.  Davis,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  died  in  this  house  a  week  after  coming 
to  Michigan.  The  father  was  eighty-tlu'co  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Their  union  gave 
them  nine  children,  our  subject  being  the  third 
child  in  order  of  birth,  and  the  second  son. 

The  latter  was  reared  and  educated  in  hie  native 
State,  and  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Michigan.  Previous  to  that,  when  but 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  began  learning  the  car- 
penter trade,  and  in  1844  was  married  in  his  na- 
tive State  to  Miss  Nancy  Mills,  who  was  born  in 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  July  15,  1818.  Her  father,  Robert 
Mills,  was  a  native  of  Delaware,  but  died  in  Pitte- 
buig,  Pa.  Her  mother  was  also  a  native  of  Dela- 
ware, but  died  in  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children ,  Mrs.  Davis  being  the  fourth 
daughter.  After  liis  marriage  Mr.  Davis  located  in 
Ebensburgh,  Pa.,  and  there  resided  until  1848, 
when,  as  before  stated,  he  came  to  Michigan. 

About  1861  Mr,  Davis  moved  with  his  family  to 
Berrien  County  and  settled  on  his  present  farm. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twenty-tifth 
Michigan  Infantry,  as  a  private,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  promoted  to  the  i-ank 
of  Corporal,  was  in  seventeen  prominent  engage- 
ments, and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the 
sea,  but  never  received  a  wound.  He  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Salisbury,  N.C.,  and  subsequent- 
ly returned  to  his  farm.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were 
born  seven  children.  William  E.  died  while  serv- 
ing his  country;  Charles  L.  is  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Niles  Township;  Francis  A.  is  a  traveling  man; 
Alwilda  A.  is  now  in  Nebraska;  Fredericadied  when 
three  yeai-s  of  age;  Marshall  H.  died  at  the  age  of 
three  months;  and  May  E.,  wife  of  B.  W,  Tooley, 
resides  in  Kalamaaoo,  Mich. 

Socially,  Mr.  Davis  is  a  member  of  Frank  Graves 
Post  No.  64,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Niles.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1864.  He  has  held  a  number  of  township  offices, 
the  most  prominent  being  Township  Treasurer  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mrs.  Davis  has  a  Bible  two 
hundred  and  forty-five  years  old,  and  a  vest  that 
her  father  wore  when  married. 


SRARL  M.  ALLEN,  a  prominent  general  agri- 
I  cultur^st  and  fruit-grower  of  Sod  us  Township, 
il  Berrien  County,  was  bom  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.Y.,  March  25,  1834.  His  father  was  of  New 
England  birth,  and  a  man  of  enterprise  and  intel- 
ligence, and  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1799. 
John  Allen  was  of  an  adventurous  and  determined 
nature,  and  had  left  his  birthplace  when  young  and 
settled  in  the  Stale  of  New  York  in  a  very  early 
day.  When  the  tide  of  emigration  toward  the 
new  Western  States  and  Territories  began  to  take 
its  way  he  became  dissatisfied  with  the  Empire 
State,  and  finally  decided  to  try  his  fortunes  in 
Michigan.  While  his  son  Israel  was  but  an  infant, 
John  Allen,  with  his  family,  journeyed  to  Ypsi- 
I.inti,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
but,  his  health  soon  after  failing,  he  was  obliged  to 
sell  out,  and  removed  to  Portage  County,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  received  only  very  limited  advant- 
ages for  an  education,  the  schools  of  early  days 
being  primitive  in  their  mode  of  instruction,  but 
he  patiently  gathered  all  tlie  knowledge  attainable, 
and  later  improved  himself  by  reading  and  obser- 
vation. Long  before  reaching  his  majority  our 
subject  was  obliged  to  become  self-sustaining,  and 
obtained  work  on  a  canal  when  only  a  mere  boy. 
He  was  engaged  eiglit  seasons  in  this  occupation, 
and  in  1854  journeyed  to  the  West  and  settled  in 
Pipestone  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.  Here 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  and  all  alone 
!  began  clearing  it  of  the  heavy  timber.  He  cn- 
I  tcred  with  zeal  into  farming,  raising  the  ordinary 
products,  then  the  crops  of  Michigan. 

In  1861.  not  long  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  Mr.  Allen  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in 
at  Niles,  Owing  to  the  sudden  death  of  his  father, 
in  1862,  he  employed  a  substitute, and  returned  to 

■  his  home  to  look  after  his  father's  family.  Novem- 
I  ber  6, 1864,  he  again  enlisted  in  the  same  regiment 
j  for  one  year,  during  which  time  he  participated  in 
j    tlie  battles  and  skirmishes  at  Clarendon  Hills,  Pine 

Bluff,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  at   the  exj  iration  of 

■  the  twelve  months  was  mustered  out  of  service  at 
Camden,  Ark.,  and  again  returned  home.     He  next 

''  engaged  in  the  carpenter  trade,  and  continued  in 
I   that  employment  until    1867,  when    he    made  his 
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jjei'iiianent  hoiiifi  in  Sodiis  Township,  where  lie  is 
devoting  his  time  to  tlie  cultivation  of  sixty-five 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  tlie  State,  and  he  is  now 
giving  a  large  siiarc  of  his  attention  to  the  profit- 
able pui-suit  of  fruiUgrowing. 

May  19,  1862,  Israel  Alien  anil  Miss  Harah  J. 
Rector  were  united  in  marriage.  The  union  was 
blessed  ity  the  birtb  of  two  children,  but  during 
the  absence  of  the  busband  and  father  in  the  army 
the  wife  and  one  child  both  passed  away.  Tlie  one 
surviving  child,  Anson  Allen,  is  a  inusician,  and  is 
now  playing  in  the  orchestra  of  the  Grand  Opera 
[louse  in  Chicago.  December  25,  1867,  our  sub- 
ject again  entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony  and 
wedded  Miss  Emily  Sharar,  unto  whom  has  been 
born  two  children:  Chillie  B.,  at  home;  and  Luke 
M.,  who  is  an  engineer.  Fraternally.  Mr.  Allen  is 
a  member  of  George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14, 
G.  A.  R.,  and,  politically,  he  is  a  strong  Democrat, 
having  voted  the  ticket  continuoujly  since  the 
election  of  Bdchanan.  Interest«d  in  local  and 
national  issues,  our  subject  is  a  loyal  citizen,  ever 
ready  to  assist  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare  and 
improvements. 


!£_  ENRY  SCIlAlin.  For  many  years,  or  since 
P)|r  boyhood,  our  subject  has  given  the  occupa- 
'^^^  tion  of  farming  his  principal  time  and 
i^p  attention,  and  that  a  life-time  spent  in  pur- 
suing one  calling  will  result  in  substantia!  success^ 
especially  if  energy  and  perseverance  are  applied, 
is  particularly  true  in  his  case.  Like  many  other 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county,  Mr. 
Schaub  is  a  native  of  Germany,  his  birth  having 
occurred  there  on  the  18th  of  February,  1823. 
His  parents,  Andrew  and  Julia  Schaub,  were  also 
born  in  Germany,  the  father  having  been  a  soldier 
in  the  regular  atmy  prior  to  his  marriage.  He 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  also  gave 
some  attention  to  the  mining  of  lead.  He  died 
in  1833,  and  his  wife  in  183T. 

Thei-e  were  five  children  in  the  parental  family, 
all  of  whom  are  now  residents  of  Germany  with 


the  exception  of  Ilenrj'  Schaub,  who  remained  in 
his  native  land  until  attaining  his  twentieth  year. 
Up  to  that  time  he  had  heard  much  of  the  induce- 
ments offered  to  young  men  in  America,  and,  this 
country  becoming  the  Mecca  ot  his  ambition, 
hither  he  repaired  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit- 
ted. He  first  secui-ed  employment  in  the  coal  and 
iron  mines  of  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  but  at  the  end  of 
twoyeara  went  from  there  to  Galena,  III.,  where  lie 
worked  several  mines  on  his  own  responsibility, 
but  made  little  or  no  money  until  the  last  half  of 
the  fourth  year,  when  he  was  very  successful.  He 
then  decided  to  give  up  that  business,  and  from 
there  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,. Mich.,  the  two  subse- 
quent yeara  being  spent  in  a  sawmill.  This  busi- 
ness he  also  gave  up,  and  soon  after  rented  a 
farm  in  Royalton  Township,  making  sufficient 
money  to  enable  him  five  yeai-s  later  to  purchase 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  This  tract  of  land 
consists  of  forty  acres  and  is  located  six  and  a- 
half  miles  south  of  St  Joseph  and,  when  this  was 
cleared  of  incumbrances  he  bought  thirty-eight 
acres  one  mile  west  of  whore  he  is  now  residing. 
During  the  long  term  of  years  that  Mr.  Schaub  has 
resided  in  Berrien  County,  the  people  have  had 
every  opportunity  to  judge  of  his  character,  and 
no  whisper  has  ever  been  breathed  against  lii»  fair 
name.  As  we  know,  he  started  out  wirh  limited 
means  in  a  strange  country.and  what  he  has  accu- 
mulated is  the  result  of  great  industry  and  perse- 
verance. He  says  that  he  could  never  have  accu- 
mulated so  much  in  any  other  country,  and  that 
the  United  States  is  t!ie  country  for  a  struggling 
young  man  to  amount  to  something  in. 

Mr.  Schaub  was  m.irried  in  Galena,  III.,  about 
1858,  to  Miss  Eiij»beth  Scheurer,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  and  is  now  enjoying  a  serene  old  age. 
To  them  a  family  of  nine  children  was  born,  but 
only  seven  are  living:  William;  Fi-ed;  Maiy,  wife 
of  Charles  Padgie;  Louisa,  Mre.  John  Rucher;  Ju- 
lia, wife  of  William  Arnt;  John  and  Henry.  Mr. 
Schaub  has  resided  on  the  farm  on  which  he  is 
now  living  since  1862,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
after  locating  on  this  land  he  toiled  early  and  late 
to  clear  it  of  timber,  paying  for  it  by  cutting  cord- 
wood  on  the  land  and  selling  it.  He  is  a  believer 
in  the  church  of  which  his  parents  were  members, 
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the  Evangelical  Church.  lie  is  a  policy-holder  in  j 
the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company  o!  Ber-  | 
I'ieii  County  and  is  a  man  o'f  niLicii  public  sptiit, 
always  ready  to  assist  in  any  movement  tending 
to  benefit  the  section  in  which  he  resides.  He 
thoroughly  understands  the  details  of  his  calling, 
is  a  man  of  strong  character,  sound  judgment,  and 
has  always  set  an  example  of  honor  and  industry 
that  all  will  do  well  to  emulate. 


1®$®!^.^^" 


lIU^EZEKIAH  S.  CONE,  book-keeper  and  trav- 
Wji  eling  salesman  for  R.  W.  Montross,  at 
!^^^  Galien,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
(^)  August  1(,  1835.  His  ancestora  were  for 
several  generations  identified  with  the  history  of 
the  Stat«  of  Connecticut,  whei-e  Ihey  were  well 
and  favorably  known.  The  first  representative  of 
the  family  in  America  was  Daniel  Cone,  who  emi- 
grated hither  from  Scotland  as  early  as  1626  and 
made  settlement  in  East  Haddam,  Conn.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Horatio 
Cone,  a  native  of  East  Haddam,  who  was  reared 
to  maturity  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  His  wife 
liore  the  maiden  name  of  Polly  .Selden,  and  was 
horn  in  the  Nutmeg  Slate. 

Grandfather  Cone's  family  consisted  of  seven 
cIiiMren,  all  of  whom  readied  mature  years,  as 
follows:  Peleg,  father  of  our  subject;  Hczekiah, 
whose  death  occurred  in  Connecticut;  Daniel,  a 
resident  of  Moodus,  Conn.;  Zach.iriah,  who  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  at  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  the 
birthplace  of  so  many  of  his  name;  Elizabeth,  who 
lives  in  Connecticut;  and  Jean nette  and  Henrietta, 
both  of  whom  ore  married  and  reside  in  New  York 
State.  Peleg  Cone  was  reared  in  East  Haddam 
and  married  Miss  Ann,  daughter  of  William  Brace, 
of  Connecticut.  After  his  marriage  he  engaged 
in  the  silver-plating  business  at  New  Flaven  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  later  removed  to  Oxford, 
Ohio,  in  January,  1851,  where  he  purchased  an 
hotel  and  for  a  time  superintended  its  manage- 
ment. Subsequently  he  disposed  of  the  hotel  and, 
embarking  in    the   real-estate  business,  continued 


thus  engaged  for  many  years.  Ills  death  occurred 
in  1882. 

Of  the  family  of  seven  ohil<fi'en,  live  survived 
to  maturity,  as  follows;  Adeline,  wife  of  -lames 
Smitli,  a  retired  capitalist  of  Liberty,  Mo.;  Plliza- 
beth,  wlio  married  Dr.  A.  A.  Earnett,  a  prominent 
phvsician  of  .lerseyvillc.  III.;  Cornelia,  widow  of 
l>r.  George  W.  Keely,  of  Oxford,  Ohio;  our  sub- 
ject; and  Franklin,  who  is  a  well-known  banker 
and  real-estate  dealer  at  Oxford,  Ohio.  The  two 
deceased  are  William,  who  died  at  Benton,  Ark.; 
and  George,  who  was  a  pi-ominent  and  successful 
grocer,  residing  in  Oxford,  Ohio.  The  father  of 
this  family  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Methoilist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  its 
various  enterprises.  He  was  esijeeially  inteiested 
in  educational  matters  and  served  for  some  time 
as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  His  wife  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Oxford,  Ohio. 

In  the  public  and  High  Schools  of  New  Haven, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  received  an  excellent 
education  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  practical 
knowledge  he  now  possesses.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, he  accompanied  his  father  to  Oxford,  Ohio, 
and  soon  afterward  went  to  Springfield,  111., 
where  for  three  years  he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in 
a  general  mercantile  establishment  of  that  city. 
Returning  thence  to  Oxford,  he  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  hotel  business  and  was  thus  engaged 
until  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  commenced,  after 
which  he  was  employed  in  the  (Juartermaster's 
department  until  t!ie  close  of  the  war.  I^ater  he 
spent  one  year  in  Oxford,  and  thenue  removed  lo 
Buchanan,  Mich.,  where,  in  partnership  with  .1.  \V. 
II.  Smith,  he  engaged  in  the  handle  business,  the 
connection  Iieing  maintained  for  thirteen  years. 

Mr.  Cone  was  similarly  engaged  at  Charlotte, 
Mich.,  for  three  years,  at  Vandalia,  Mich.,  for 
seven  years,  and  at  Bradner,  Ohio,  for  one  year. 
Returning  to  Galien,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
R.  W.  Montross  in  1881,  and  lias  since  filled  the 
position  of  traveling  salesman  and  book-kce])er 
for  the  establishment.  A  stanch  Democrat,  he  has 
served  in  various  otiicial  positions,  to  which  he 
has  been  elected  on  the  party  ticket.  He  has  held 
the  ollice  of  Treasurer  of  Galien  Township,  Town- 
siiip  Clerk  (while  residing  in  Cass  County)  and  has 
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been  a  men. her  of  tlie  Bonrd  of  Trustees  of  tlie 
village,  iilso  of  the  Hoard  of  Education,  He  was  a 
delegate  to  Ihe  Democratic  State  Convention  at 
tlie  timeGegole  was  nominated  for  Governor,  and 
lias  frequently  served  as  delegate  to  coiinty  con- 
May  9,  1859.  occurred  the  mnrriage  of  Mr. 
Cone  to  Miss  Charlotte  A.,  tiie  daughter  of  John 
Stilt,  and  a  native  of  lielfast,  Ireland,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  at  the  age  of  about  fifteen  years. 
B'our  children  complete  the  family,  namely:  Mary, 
widow  of  George  A.  Blakeslee;  George,  who  is 
railroad  agent  for  tlie  Michigan  Central  at  Mat- 
tison,  III.,  also  express  agent  at  that  place;  and 
Jennie  and  John,  who  are  with  their  parents.  The 
]>osition  occupied  by  this  family  in  the  social  cir- 
cles of  Galien  is  one  of  much  prominence  and 
popularity,  and  they  are  highly  regarded  tlirough- 
out  the  community  where   tiiey  have  resided  for 


l^ORKRT  S.  GRIFFIN,  M.  D.,  a  prominent 
It*^  and  suTOcssful  medical  practitioner  of  Cass 
«!.  County,  Mich.,  has  been  permanently  located 
in  Kdwardshurgh  since  1875,  and  aside  from 
the  demands  of  his  professional  cares  has  efficiently 
discharged  the  duties  of  Postmaster  since  1889. 
(Jiir  subject  is  a  native  of  GritHnsvi  lie,  Erie  County, 
N.  v.,  and  was  born  Septeoiber  25,  1828.  He  is 
the  son  of  James  W.  and  Sallie  (Abbott)  Griffln. 
Ills  paternal  grandfather,  Obadiah  GritBn,  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  three  brothers  GritBn,  who 
emigrated  from  Wales  to  England  and  thence  to 
America  in  Colonial  times.  Grandfather  Gritiin 
was  one  of  the  hardy  and  enterprising  pioneers  of 
Erie  County,  N.  Y,,  and  late  in  life  journeyed  to 
the  then  far  West  and  with  his  son,  Robert  S.,  lo- 
cated in  Niles,  Mich.,  where  he  died  some  six  years 
lat«r,  passing  away  in  about  1832.  He  had  reached 
four-score  years  of  Christian  usefulness, and  was  in 
religious  persuasion  a  Quaker.  He  twice  entered 
into  the  bond.s  of  wedlock,     llis  first  wife  itore  him 


one  child,  Veter.  Ili.s  second  wife  became  the 
'  mother  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Isaac  died 
aged  nine  years;  Robert  S,  who  died  in  Iowa, was 
buried  in  Niles;  James  W.  was  the  thin!  in  order 
of  birth.  Obadiftli  Griflln  went  to  Canada  and  took 
up  lands  after  tlic  War  of  1R12,  but  finally  re- 
tiLrned  to  New  York. 

James  W.  Gritiin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  re- 
sided for  a  time  in  Canada    with  his  parents,  but 
after  the  War  of    1812  came  back  to  the  United 
■   States  and  settled  in  Gritiin ville,  where  he  and  his 
brother  Robert  engaged  in  business  and  operated 
(arms.    The  village,  then   named  Griffin's  MiU,  is 
now  called  Grittinsville.    The  father  was  a  Colonel 
.   of  Militia  in  New  York,  snd  was  a  leading  man  in 
his  part  of  the  State.     In  the  spring  of  1832,  he 
,    decided  to  try  the  broader  fields  of  the  West,  and 
I   journeyed  to  Detroit  by  watet,  thence  traveled  by 
!    team,  and  settled  one  mile  east  of  Niles,  Mich.    He 
entered    one    hundred    acres    of    land     from    tlie 
j    Government  and  immediately  began    the  cultiva- 
I    tion  of  the  homestead.     In  1838,  he  again  made  a 
'    change  of  residence,  locating  at  Racine,  Wis.,  where 
.    he  took  up  another  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
and  as  before   industriously  planted  wheat  in  the 
i    fall.    In  tiie  spring  the  crop  proved  a  failure.  There 
'    was  sickness  in  the  family,  and,  discouraged,  they 
I    returned  to  their  old  locality  in  Michigan.   Fathei- 
I    Griffin  bought  a  farm   in  Ontwa  Township,  and 
I   yearly  tilled  its   fertile  soil    until   1850,  at   which 
I    date  he  sold  this  property  and  went  to  Wisconsin, 
!    where  he  died. 

!  During  his  long  career  of  usefulness  as  a  citizen 
,  he  occupied  many  responsible  positions  of  trust, 
j  and  was  intimately  associated  with  the  develop- 
j  ment  and  progress  of  Cass  County.  He  served  with 
!  ability  as  Supervisor,  was  an  excellent  Justice  of 
I  the  Peace,  and,  placed  upon  the  Bench  as  Associate 
I  Judge  of  the  county,  was  equal  to  all  the  require- 
:  ments  of  his  honored  oflBce,  and  also  a  member  of 
'  the  State  Legislature  for  one  term  gave  great  sat is- 
I  faction  to  Ins  constituents.  In  political  affiliation 
j  he  was  a  Democrat.  Fraternally,  he  wasa  valued 
i  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married.  Miss 
Catherine  Abbott  became  his  first  wife.  Of  their 
]   children,  Rachel    McOmber    is    deceased;  George 
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died  in  California;  Obadiah  died  in  Chicago, 
the  victim  of  a  terrible  aceitk'nt,  being  crushed 
while  starting  the  machinery  of  a  boat;  Jona- 
than A.  was  killed  in  California  while  asleep  in 
amine,  supposed  to  have  been  murdered  for  his 
gold;  Ira  is  a  resident  of  Missouri;  nnd  Hiram  of 
Wisconsin.  The  second  wife  was  the  mother  of  six 
children;  Catherine,  deceased;  Robert  S.,our  sub- 
ject; Marie  tte  Buouy,  of  Nebraska;  Charlotte  Conk- 
liu,  deceased;  Eli,  deeeased;  and  Albert,  a  citizen 
of  Wisconsin. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  late  in  life,  making  Jier  home  in 
Nebraska  witli  a  daughter,  died  in  the  West.  The 
maternal  griindf9ther,Jonathan  Abbott,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer,  lost  his  wife  in  New  York,  and  later 
eame  with  his  son  to  Michigan  and,  constantly  re- 
siding within  the  State  fram  1832,  passed  away 
mourned  as  a  public  loss.  Dr.  Griffin  was  educated 
in  the  practical  routine  of  study  pursued  in  the 
district  schools,  and,  having  decided  to  embark  in 
professional  life,  at  nineteen  began  to  read  medi- 
cine witJi  Dr.  Lockwood,  of  Edwardsburgh.  In 
1848-49,  he  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  coui-se  of  leu- 
tui-es  at  Indiana  Medical  College,  located  at  Union, 
Cass  County,  and  after  two  years  completed  his 
studies.  He  spent  the  three  succeeding  years  at 
Mwardsburgh,  and  in  1865  made  his  home  in 
Lainton,  in  1873  removing  to  South  Bend.  He 
finally  returned  in  1875  to  Edwardsburgh,  where 
he  has  since  devoted  himself  mainly  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  Politically,  our  suhject  was 
until  18.54  a  sturdy  Democrat,  but  since  that  date 
has  been  an  active  Republican.  He  has  held  with 
faithful  ability  various  ofHcial  positions,  and  as 
Postmaster  of  Edwardsburgh,  appointed  in  1889,  j 
has  given  universal  satisfaction  t(>hisfellow-towns- 

Dr.  Grilfln  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Amanda  M.  Hewitt,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  daughter  of  Detliic  and  Louisa  (Ainsley) 
Hewitt.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Griffin  came  from 
the  Quaker  State  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  and 
thence  removed  to  Cass  County,  where  they  spent 
their  remaining  days.  Mr.  Hewitt  was  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  an  uprightand  industrious  man  and. 
esteemed  by  his  friends  and  neighbors,  served  for 


years  as  a  .Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Calhoun  and 
Ontwa.  His  wife,  a  devoted  Christian,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject  and  ■ 
his  estimable  wife  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Eg- 
bert H.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  an  able  optician; 
Ida  E.,  Carrie  M.,  and  Fred,  who  died  at  twenty-six 
years  Of  age.  Dr.  Griffin  is  an  Elder  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  de- 
nomination since  he  was  eighteen  yeareold.  Mrs. 
GrilTin  united  with  the  church  at  sixteen  and  has 
ably  assisted  in  the  work  ajid  social  enterprises  of 
that  religious  body.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  are 
prominent  factors  in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare 
in  their  home  locality  and  possess  the  high  regard 
of  a  large  cirele  of  old-time  friends,  tried  and  true. 


TL  IRAM  WOODEN.  It  is  witli  pleasure  that 
Fjil  we  recount  the  experiences  of  those  of  the 
^si^  citizens  of  Mason  Township  who  came  here 
(^  in  the  early  days  and  underwent  hardships 
and  privations  that  they  might  develop  the  rich  re- 
sources of  tills  region,  and  bring  about  the  condi- 
tion that  we  see  to-day.  Among  those  brave  and 
hardy  men  is  Hiram  Wooden,  who  has  been  a  rest- 
dent  of  this  State  since  twenty  yeai's  of  age,  and 
has  ever  been  a  promoter  of  intelligence  and  so- 
ciability, lie  was  born  in  Saratoga  County, N.V., 
January  5,  1826,  the  son  of  Zachas  Wooden,  and 
grandson  of  Reuben  Wooden,  who  was  born  either 
in  Germany  or  Holland.  The  latter 'a  parents 
were  Timothy  and  Annie  Wooden.  Reuben  mar- 
rie  Patience  Sandeis  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to  tliis 
country  when  young  and  married  a  lady  who  was 
also  of  foreign  birth,  born  in  Wales,  They  settled 
in  New  York  State,  and  there  Mr.  Wooden  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  He 
lies  buried  in  Saratoga  County.  He  had  one  son, 
Timcithy.  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
who    had  liis  leg  broken  wliile   driving  a   wagon 
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loaded  will)  ammunition.  Tlie  limb  was  ampu- 
tated with  a  common  woodsaw,  but  lie  died  from 
tliL'  effects  of  tliiB  extraordinary  operation.  Zaclias 
Wooden  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
married  Miss  Ani_y  Teaeliout,  who  was  also  boin  in 
tlie  I'^nipire  Slate,  and  they  had  eight  cliildrun,  six 
sons  and  one  daugliter,  besides  oui  subject.  Tiie 
eldest  child,  Ilaiiiet,  married  Charles  Hmith  in 
New  Yoik  Stale,  but  sultsequently  camo  to  Michi- 
gan and  died  ih  Mason  Townshi)),  Cass  County, 
March  4,  1880.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  wliom  died  in  infitncy.  The  othera 
ai-e:  Martha,  who  married  Theodore  Garvin  and 
resides  in  Mason  Township;  and  H.  T.,  who  went 
to  Montana,  where  lie  resides  at  tlie  present  time. 
The  brother  next  younger  than  our  subject,  John, 
was  boin  January  (!,  1828,  and  died  in  Michigan 
June  1,  1860.     lie  was  single.     AbijaJi,  born  April 

3,  1830,  died  without  a  family.     Smith,  boin  Maj' 

4,  183a,  married  Mary  Main,  and  is  a  retired  far- 
mer, lie  lives  in  Cassoijolis  and  luis  three  elii!- 
dren.asonand  two  daughters,  Cornelius,  born 
May  4,  1834,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and 
served  three  yeai-s.  He  was  with  Slierman  in  his 
mareh  to  the  sea  and  in  a  number  of  prominent 
engagements,  lie  was  twice  married,  the  last 
time  to  Miss  Martha  Winegartner,  who  bore  him 
tour  children.  lie  is  now  a  mereliant  in  Petoskey, 
Mich.  Timothy,  born  in  1836,  entered  the  army 
in  the  Second  ftlieliigan  Cavalry,  Company  L,  and 
died  in  llenton  liarracks,  in  St.  IjOuis;  and  Charles, 
born  in  1838,  was  accidentally  shot  and  killed 
while  hunting  near  Helena,  Mont. 

Tlie  father  of  this  family  was  a  man  of  consid- 
erable means  and  in  1843  he  came  West  to  Michi- 
gan, purchasing  a  considerable  ti-act  of  land  in 
Mason  Township.  This  lie  divided  among  his 
five  living  children,  giving  each  a  good  tract  in 
his  own  right.  He  then  returned  to  the  Em- 
pire State  and  sent  his  children  out  to  grow  up 
with  the  country.  Later  lie  came  West  and  made 
Ills  home  at  Elkhart,  Ind.,  where  his  wife  died  No- 
vember 27,  1876.  From  there  he  moved  to  Mason 
Township,  this  county,  and  passed  away  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1881.  His  son,  Hiram,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  but  about  twenty  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Michigan   to  take  up  tin;   farm 


given  him  by  his  father,  and  he  at  once  Ivegan 
making  improvements,  A  log  house  was  erected, 
but  thoughts  of  the  pleasant  home  in  the  East  in- 
terfered with  his  bachelor  life,  and  he  was  home- 
sick for  some  time.  At  length  he  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Miss  Martlia  C.  I>ils,  and  they  were 
married  on  the  25th  of  September,  IS.'ilJ.  This 
lady  came  originally  from  the  Empii-e  State.  She 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  October  7,  1833,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  David  and  Catherine  (Miller) 
Dils. 

Mr.  Dils  was  born  in  New  Jei-sey  and  was  of 
Scotch  descent  His  wife  died  in  New  York  State 
Fehruai>  16,  1843.  She  was  the daught-er of  John 
and  Saiah  (McCloud)  Miller,  both  natives  of  the 
old  Bay  State  and  of  Scotch- Welsh  descent.  Mrs, 
Wooden  had  one  brother,  Abram  J.,  who  was  born 
Kebruaiy  8,  1843,,  and  who  was  but  eigiit  days  old 
wlien  his  motlier  died.  He  is  now  a  resident  of 
Elkhart,  Ind,  During  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted 
in  1861  and  served  liis  country  faithfully  until  the 
cessation  of  hostilities.  Mrs.  Wooden's  half-bro- 
ther, Myron  E,,  was  liorn  in  June,  1847,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Arabella  Thomas.  He  died  July  19, 
1880.  Mrs.  Wooden's  father  was  married  the  sec- 
ond time,  in  1844,  to  Miss  Theresa  Olmstead. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wooden  took  hiis  bride, 
who  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  to  his  humble 
home  in  the  forests  of  Michigan,  and  on  this  farm 
they  have  toiled  together  for  forty-three  j'cars. 
With  his  own  hands  he  has  cleared  up  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  the  heavily-timbered  land,  and  sljc 
has  ever  contributed  her  share  towards  making  the 
pleasant  home  they  now  enjoj-.  For  more  than 
forty  years  they  have  been  exemplary  membei-s  of 
the  Free-will  Baptist  Church  and  have  done  much 
towards  assisting  the  cause  of  Christianity.  For 
several  years  Mr.  Wooden  has  been  a  Deacon  in 
tlie  church  and  Mrs.  Wooden  has  been  Clerk  of 
the  Society.  A  life-long  temperance  man,  and  now 
well  on  toward  his  three-score  years  and  ten,  hecan 
say  what  few,  very  few,  can  do,  that  he  was  never 
intoxicated  in  his  life  and  has  always  been  a  tem- 
perate man.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  but  lias 
never  sought  or  cared  for  ofllce. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wooden  were  born  three  chil- 
dren.    Loren  E„  born    CJovcmber  21,  1851,  mar. 
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ried  Miss  Elida  Keely,  who  bore  him  Ave  children : 
an  infant,  who  was  born  Marcit  17,  1883,  and  died 
when  but  a  few  weeks  old;  Maud,  born  March  17, 
1884;  Ethel.bornFebruary  16,  1886;  Acbsah,born 
in  January,  1888;  and  Jay  R..  born  June  IT., 
1890.  Amy  C,  the  second  child,  born  June  11, 
1855,  first  married  John  1'.  Fi'aziur,  wiio  died  June 
4,  1880,  leaving  three  children:  Car!  E.,  born 
July  21,  1876;  Myfon  Burton,  born  September 
15,  1878;  and  Zoa  Belle,  born  November  21, 
1879.  The  eldest  child,  Carl  E.,  was  a  boy  pos- 
sessed of  far  more  than  average  ability.  Early 
in  life  he  displayed  a  great  liking  for  his  books 
and  eould  master  anything  be  set  bis  mind  to. 
Although  but  fifteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  ready  to  graduate  from  the  Al- 
len lligli  School.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
Mrs,  Frazier  married  again,  T.  M.  Southworth  be- 
ing her  second  choice.  Their  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated September  15,  1885,  and  they  have  two 
childi-en.  a  son  and  daughter.  Tliey  reside  at  Al- 
len, Mich.  The  younfjost  child  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wooden,  Adisah,  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
'  December  6,  1863,  and  died  January  9,  1880. 


^^EORGE  W.  GARD.     No  worthy    reference 


['/[,—;  to  the  agricultural  affairs  of  Cass  County 
'^^i  would  be  complete  without  mention  of  Mr. 
Gard,  among  others  engaged  in   tilling   the  ; 


lited  extent  the 
who  know  him,  and 
sn  of  the  county, 
ind  enterprising  res- 
as  bom  here,  and  is 


Resides  this  he  enjoys  to  an 

confidence  and  esteem  of  all 

is  (me    of    the    influential    n 

Like  many  of  the  most  active 

idents  of  the  community,  he  ■ 

much  more  likely  to  succeed  here  than  a  stranger. 

His  father,  Milton  J.  Gard,  is  a  prominent  man  of 

Volinia  Township  and  has  made  his  home  here  for 

many  years.     The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 

our  subject  was    Olive  Green,  and  she  died  when 

our  subject  was  three  years  old. 

George  W.  Gard  first  saw  tbe  light  in  Volinia 
Township,  his  birth  oitcurriug  April  4,  1848,  and 
in  that  township  be  grew  to   nianboo<1   and  re- 


ceived  a  district-school  education.  When  twenty 
years  of  age  lie  branched  out  as  an  educator, 
and  continued  this  occupation  in  bis  own  dis- 
trict for  nine  years.  Under  his  charge  were  about 
one  hundred  pupils  in  one  district.  Later,  be 
taught  in  Districts  No.  3  and  15,  and  continued 
bis  career  as  an  educator  for  thirteen  years.  In 
1878  he  purctiased  bis  farm,  and  carried  this  on 
in  connection  with  teaching. 

Our  subject's  happy  domestic  career  commenced 
on  the  14th  of  November,  1872,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Rachel  Kirby,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
John  and  Mary  (House)  Kirby,  the  father  a  na- 
tive of  England  and  the  mother  of  New  York. 
Mr.  rnd  Mrs.  Kirby  still  reside  in  this  township 
and  ai-e  the  parents  of  seven  living  children,  Mrs. 
Gard  being  tbe  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  She  was 
born  on  the  28th  of  October.  1851,  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.,  but  was  educated  in  Volinia  Town- 
ship, she  and  her  husband  being  schoolmates.  Be- 
fore her  marriage  she  taught  school  for  some  time. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oard  are  the  parents  of  two  in- 
teresting children:  Olive  K.,  now  ten  years  of 
age;  and  Manly  B.,  who  is  but  a  little  chap  of 
three  3  ears.  Mr,  Gard  has  shown  his  apprecia- 
tion of  secret  organizations  by  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Volinia  Lodge  No.  227,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
whicli  be  was  Secretary  for  a  long  time.  lie  was 
also  Senior  Deacon  and  Junior  Warden.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Anti-IIoree  Thief  Association,  of 
which  he  is  Treasurer,  and  a  member  of  tbe  F.irm- 
ers'  Club,  of  which  he  has  been  Vice-President. 
He  lakes  a  deep  interest  in  all  educational  mat- 
tei-s,  and  has  been  Director  of  District  No.  4  for 
ten  years.  Active  in  polities,  be  supports  the 
policy  and  principles  of  tbe  Republican  party  and 
is  often  called  to  conventions.  In  1872  lieserved 
as  Townsliip  Clerk,  and  has  held  the  office  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  many  years,  being  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  of  that  office.  As  long  as  tlie  office 
of  Township  School  Superintendent  was  in  vogue 
be  held  that  position.  He  is  now  serving  his  first 
term  as  Supervisor.  During  1889  and  1890  he 
was  Secretary  of  the  County  School  Examining 
Uoard,  and  all  tbe  examining  and  visiting  fell  to 
bis  lot.  He  has  also  f>ecn  Township  School  In- 
spector of  Violinia. 
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In  1885  Mr.  Gai<i  went  to  Dakota,  and  there 
kejit  iKKiks  for  his  iiticlc,  Kli  Green,  for  some 
ti'imii.  No  more  iiitluential  or  successful  business 
man  bus  his  home  in  the  county  than  Mr.  Gard. 
He  is  known  far  and  wide  for  integrity  and  fair 
dealing,  and  enjo^ya  the  conlidence  of  all  who 
know  liitii.  In  addition  to  this,  lie  is  a  farmer 
whose  opinion  on  all  inatiers  ])ertflining  to  agri- 
eiiltut'e  caiTV  with  them  great  weight  in  the  com- 
miinitv  ill  which  he  lives.  The  farm  of  eighty 
iici-cs  that  ho  owns  is  in    a   fine  state  of  cultiva- 


li^^  ^  I  ^  ii^^Siii 


*^5  BKNli/.lili  HAHRIS  is  one  of  the  promi- 
fe)  neiit  and  sueeessEul  business  men  of  Galien 
If — ^  and  is  the  senior  inemberof  the  well-known 
firm  of  E.  Harris  &  Son.  dealere  in  dry-goods,  gro- 
ceries, boots  and  shoes,  furnishing  goods  and  Iiat9 
and  caps.  The  superior  reputation  held  by  the 
meml>e!'s  of  the  firm,  and  tlie  promptness  and  ac- 
cuiauy  with  which  the  business  is  conducted,  have 
contiibuted  largely  to  the  success  now  enjoyed  by 
the  enterprise.  The  stock  is  unsurpassed  in  qual- 
ity and  includes  a  complete  and  varied  assortment. 
Thos  managed  with  perfect  system,  and  a  reputa- 
tion surpassed  by  none,  tlie  firm  has  achieved  a 
position  of  distinction  among  the  leading  and 
most  prosperous  of  the  great  industries  of  Berrien 
County. 

The  Harris  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  its 
first  representative  in  the  United  States  was  a  Mr. 
Harris,  wiio  cmigi'ated  from  England  many  yeare 
ago  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island.  His  sou  James 
was  born  and  reared  in  that  State,  .and  there  mar- 
ried a  Hiss  Aidrirtge.  Somewhat  later  he  removed 
to  Vermont,  where  he  seltiud  in  Bennington 
Couiity  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
Eseck  being  the  youngest.  He  was  born  in  Ben- 
nington County,  Vt.,  where  he  gained  a  common- 
school  education  and  grew  to  a  stalwart,  vigorous 
manhood  amid  the  ditliculties  and  privations  of 
pioneer  life.     Upon  fonnuig  ctomesLic  ties,  he  was 


]  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Prudence,  the  daugh- 
'  ter  of  Pibenezer  Pratt,  who  had  removed  to  Ver- 
\  niont  from  Rhode  Island, 

!        Locating  after  his  marriage  upon  a  farm  in  Ben- 
j    nington  Township,  Bennington  County,  Vt..  Eseck 
Harris  passed  his  life  in  an  uneventful  manner,  amid 
'    the  scenes  endeared  to  him  by  all  the  associations  of 
childhood  and  maturer  years.    He  followed  farming 
.    [lursuits  uninterruptedly  and  was  quite  successful 
:    as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  heing  a  man  of   excellent 
judgment  and  sound  common  sense.     He  and  his 
wife  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  six 
attained  maturity  and  are  now   living.     Of  this 
numl>er,  the  readers'  attention   is  invited    to  the 
seventh   in    order    of   birth,    tlie   subject  of     this 
sketch,  who  was  born  in  Bennington  County,  Vt., 
on  the  12th  of  March,  1839.     Passing   his  youth- 
ful days  in  the  Green    Mountain  State,  he  there 
I    availed  himself  of  sncli  educational  advantages  as 
•    were  offered,  and    through  study  and   oliservation 
I   became  a  well-informed  man. 

'  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  Mr.  Harris  came  to 
;  Michigan  and  located  in  Galien  Township, Berrien 
:  County,  where  he  embarked  in  farming  purauits. 
I  About  tlie  same  time  he  was  nianied  to  Miss 
j  Lois,  daughter  of  Pardon  Yaw,  a  native  of  Ver- 
:  mont.  Nothing  occurred  to  interrupt  the  peaceful 
.  tenor  of  his  life  until  the  war  cloud  darkened  the 
j  Nation  and  the  tii-st  shot  fired  on  Ft.  Sumter 
i  echoed  around  the  world.  His  patriotic  spirit 
I  aroused,  Mr.  Harris  offered  his  services  in  his 
j  country's  defense,  and  on  the  22d  of  October, 
:  18IJI,  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Com- 
i  pauy  E,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry.  He  partici-  . 
]  pated  in  the  fierce  engagement  at  Shiloh,  after  , 
.  which  he  was  assigned  to  hospital  duty,  and  later 
went  to  Detroit.  Upon  again  being  ordered  to 
the  front,  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Halcliec 
]  Bridge  and  was  then  detailed  to  the  Ambulance 
:  Corps.  After  an  honorable  military  career,  cover- 
i  ing  a  period  of  four  years  or  more,  he  was  honor- 
i  ably  discharged  at  Camden,  Ark. 
;  L'pon  returning  to  Galien,  Mr.  Harris  shortly 
I  afterward  embarked  in  the  genei'al  mercantile  btis- 
■  iness,  forming  a  partnership  with  George  Partridge, 
i  and  continuing  in  this  connection  for  about  tlirec 
ycai's.     After  dissolving  that  partnership,  he  eon- 
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dueled  tlie  businessalone  iinlil  1892,  when  his  son, 
Clyde  H.,  entered  Ihc  lii'io.  'i'liey  now  conduct  a 
floiii-isliing  trade,  not  only  with  tiie  (leople  of  Gal- 
iei),  but  also  with  the  farmei's  of  tlie  siiiTOunding 
country.  In  addition  to  his  business  interests, 
Mr.  Harris  devotes  considerable  attention  to  the 
manngement  of  his  two  farms,  located  in  Galien 
Township,  one  in  Galien  Centre  and  the  Other  one 
and  one-half  miles  west,  and  compiising  eighty 
and  forty  acres,  respectively.  This  land  is  under 
excellent  cultivation,  and  •  special  attention  is 
also  given  to  stock-raising. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr,  Harris  mar- 
ried Miss  Clara,  daughter  of  George  Parrish,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  1886.  Of  the  first 
marriage  six  children  were  born,  four  of  whom 
died  in  childhood.  The  others  are:  Liilie  May, 
wife  of  Frank  Prince,  a  resident  of  Berlamont,  Van 
Buten  County,Micli.;  and  Clyde  H,  In  liis  polit- 
ical affiliations  Mr.  Harris  adheres  to  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  lias  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  numerous  official  honors  at  the  Lands  of  his 
fellow-c'itizeus.  For  about  four  years  he  served  as 
Township  Treasurer  and  Clerk,  and  for  two  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Village  Hoard.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and   the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 


^?^  FORGE  W.  MUUWIN.  It  matters  little 
(II  '^w'  "''"^  "  "'^"  selects  as  his  life  occupation,  so 
^^Jl  long  as  it  is  honorable.  If  he  is  honest, 
upright  and  courteous  in  his  intercourse  with 
other  men,  and  possessed  of  energy,  determination 
and  perseverance,  he  is  bound  to  make  a  success  of 
his  calling.  This  part  of  Michigan  has  proved  a 
mine  of  wealth  to  thousands  of  industrious  and 
earnest  farmers.  They  have  come  hither  from  the 
East  and  from  foreign  countries,  and  by  dint  of 
hard  work  have  developed  the  resources  which 
nature  so  liberally  provided.  Among  tliese  is 
George  W.  Murwin,  who  is  now  one  of  the  success- 
ful farmers  of  Royalton  Township, 


Like  many  of  the  fii-st-class  citizens  of  the 
county,Mr.  Murwin  is  a  native  of  New  York,  born 
in  Tompkins  Township,  Delaware  County,  August 

6,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Epaphras  and  Rebecca 
Rennet  Murwin,  The  father  was  also  born  in  the 
Empire  Slate,  May  24,  1797,  and  was  a  soldier  of 
the  War  of  1812.  He  was  drawing  a  pension  at 
the  time  of  liis  death.  In  July,  1837,  he  left  his 
native  State  and  made  .i  journey  to  Ohio,  settling 
in  Ashtabula  County,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1864.  From  there  he  moved  to  Berrien 
County,  Midi.,  in  the  fall  of  the  last-named  year, 
and  died  in  Royalton  Township  on  the  1 1th  of 
October.  1872.  His  marriage  occurred  February, 
17, 1827,  in  Tompkins  Townsliip,  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.  His  wife  w.-is  born  in  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  18,  1805,  and  died  in  Royalton 
Township,  this  county,  February  11,  1873.  They 
were  the  parents  of  one  child  besides  our  subject, 
a  daughter  named  Sally  Jane,  who  was  born  Mareh 

7,  1833,and  died  June  18, 1851,  in  Saybrook,  Ohio. 
The  scholastic  training  of  our  subject  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  and  he  remained 
with  his  father,  assisting  with  the  farm  work,  until 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  This  farm  was  at  Say- 
brook,  Ohio,  and  the  most  of  it  was  paid  for  by 
the  labor  of  our  subject.  The  latter  was  married 
in  Ohio,  February  6, 185.5,  to  Miss  Weltha  A.  Con- 
verse, a  native  of  Rainbridge,  Ohio,  who  was 
born  on  August  1,  1836.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  David  Converse,  who  was  a  native  Vermonter, 
born  in  Rutland  March  3,  1804,  The  mother  of 
Mi-s.  Murwin  was  formerly  Miss  Harmony  Bell,  who 
was  a  native  of  the  old  liay  State,  born  May  26, 
1814. 

To  our  subject  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Elsie  B.,  wife  of  Georiie  Culvern,  who 
resides  in  Valparaiso,  Ind,;  Milford  J,;  Frankie  B., 
deceased;  Sally  Jennie,  wife  of  Alonzo  Smith,  who 
residas  in  New  Troy,  this  county;  Bertha,  at  home; 
Flora,  dei*ased;  Grade,  dcce.ased;  and  Harriet, 
at  home,  Mr.  Murwin  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Royalton  Township  for  about  twenty 
years  and  is  liolding  that  position  at  the  present 
time.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Frank- 
lin Pierce.  In  polities  he  was  a  Democrat  until 
after  1880,and  in  1884  lie  voted  for  Si.  John,  tho 
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Prohibition  candidate.  He  is  a  strong  temijerance 
man.  He  and  Mrs.  Miirwin  are  members  of  the 
Second  Advent  Church  and  have  held  inembersliip 
in  the  same  for  thirty  years  and  are  well  liked  in 
the  community, 

Mr.  Murwin  came  to  lierrien  County,  Midi., 
April  22,  186.5,  and  located  ou  his  present  farm, 
which  then  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  acres,  fifteen  acres  being  under  cultivation. 
This  farm  is  locatiid  six  miles  southeast  of  St. 
Joseph  and  four  miles  south  of  Benton  Harbor, 
and  the  most  of  it  Mr.  Murwin  cleared  with  his  own 
hands.  He  has  given  his  children  all  but  one  hun- 
dred and  thi-ee  acres,  Mr.  Murwin  is  a  member  of 
the  Fanners'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
He  is  a  man  of  education  and  a  liberal  promoter 
of  all  laudable  enterprises.  For  the  past  four 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  t!ie  milk  business, 
selling  in  St.  Joseph. 


jlL^  ON.  HENRY  B.  WEI.LS.  There  is  in  the 
||fjj]  development  of  every  successful  life  a 
i^^  principle  whicli  is  a  lesson  to  every  man — 
(^)  a  lesson  leading  to  higher  and  more  honor- 
able positions  than  the  ordinary,  I-et  a  man  be 
ambitious  and  honorable  and  he  will  rise,  whether 
having  the  prestige  of  family  or  the  obscurity  of 
iwvertv.  These  reflections  are  called  forth  by  a 
study  of  the  life  of  Hon.  Henry  B.  Wells,  one  of 
the  most  extensive  farmers  of  his  section.  Like 
many  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county, 
he  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Otsego 
County,  February  4,  1830.  His  parents,  Werden 
and  Julia  (Baker)  Wells,  were  natives  of  Rhode 
Island  and  New  York,  respectively,  and  his  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Joshua  Weils,  was  also  a  native 
of  Hhode  Island.  The  latter's  brother,  William 
Wells,  who  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  was  shot 
in  the  head  and  had  the  sight  of  both  eyes  de- 
stroyed. Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather  was 
K  native  of  New  York  State  and  a  farmer  by  oc- 


cupation. 
Wei'dei 


Wells  was  a  mechanic  by  trade.     After 


reaching  mature  yeare  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ba- 
ker, their  nuptials  l>eing  solemnized  in  New  York 
State.  For  some  time  after  their  marriage  this 
young  couple  resided  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y,, 
but  in  1835  they  moved  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Charleston  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  on 
one  of  the  wildest  farms  in  the  region.  There 
they  made  a  permanent  home  and  passed  the  clos- 
ing scenes  of  their  lives,  the  mother  dying  in  1845, 
and  the  father  in  1890,  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Mr.  Wells  married  Miss  Elipha  Filkins,  who 
resides  in  Kalamazoo  County,  To  Lis  first  nnion 
nine  children  were  ijorn,  six  surviving  at  the  pres- 
ent time:  If.  J.,  H,  B..  Homer,  Werden,  Jr.,  Morrill 
and  Almond  H.  The  second  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  two  children:  Hattie  and  Perry,  Mr. 
Wells  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Chureh  and  in  his  religious  faith  and 
pi-actice  had  the  close  sympathy  of  his  first  wife, 
who  belonged  to  the  same  society.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Whig  until  the  defeat  of  Henry  Clay,  when 
he  became  an  Abolitionist  and  on  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party  joined  its  ranks. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  received 
in  the  log  sciioolhouse  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich.,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  he  left 
home  to  live  witli  a  Mr,  Tubbs  until  his  twenty- 
first  birthday.  However,  he  did  not  remain  with 
the  latter  that  long,  but  when  eighteen  yeare  of 
age  came  to  Cass  County,  where  he  assisted  in 
building  the  Michigan  Centra!  Railroad  for  some 
time.  The  three  yeai-s  following  he  worked  for 
John  S.  Gage  and  then  for  two  years  was  conductor 
on  the  Michigan  Central,  I^ater  he  was  engaged 
in  building  a  ship  canal,  and  after  finishing  that 
he  leturned  to  the  road,  on  which  he  remained 
three  years.  He  was  then  Inspector  of  wood  and 
timber  for  three  years,  after  whicli  he  came  to  Cass 
County  and  settled  on  his  present  farm. 

In  J866  he  removed  to  Do wagiac,  engaged  in 
merchandising,  and  after  continuing  this  for  three 
years  sold  out,  and  for  three  years  was  in  the  pro- 
duce business  in  that  place.  Later  he  moved  back 
to  the  farm,  hut  only  remained  on  this  two  years, 
when  he  again  returned  to  Dowagiac  and  was  en- 
gaged injiis  former  business  for  two  years.  Not 
being  satisfied,  he  returned  to  the  farm,  on  which 
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lie  has  since  remained.  In  the  year  1854  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Phoebe  Carr,  a  daughter  of  Cary 
and  Eliza  (Heazlit)  Carr,  both  natives  of  New- 
York  State,  the  father  born  in  1801,  and  the  mo- 
ther in  1805.  Mr.  Carr  and  wife  came  to  Miclii- 
gan  in  1849,  settling  in  Wayne  Townsliip,  Cass 
County,  where  they  passed  tlie  remainder  of  their 
■  days,  the  father  dying  May  3,  1875,  and  the  mo- 
ther April  29,  1883.  Only  one  child  besides  Mrs. 
Wells  is  now  living,  Robert  H.,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Minnesota.  Mi-s.  Carr  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Mrs.  Wells  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
fHstober  19,  1837,  and  received  her  eduwition  in 
the  log  schoolhouscof  those  days.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Wells  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  Alice  M.,  wife 
of  H.  B,  Ttithill,  resides  in  Michigan  City;  and 
Elbert  C.  married  Miss  Lottie  Andrews,  and 
also  resides  in  Mioliigan  City.  Both  children  are 
well  educated.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Wells  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Dowagiac  and 
eontribute  freely  of  their  means  to  its  support. 
Formerly  Mr,  Wells  was  a  Mason.  Jn  politics  he 
was  at  one  time  a  Whig,  hut  upon  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  advocated  its  principles 
and  has  voted  with  that  party  ever  since  and  is 
now  a  memlrtir  of  the  County  Republican  Com- 
mittee. His  fathei  also  took  an  active  part  in 
politics. 

Our  subject  was  Township  Treasurer  in  1859, 
and  Supervisor  in  1860,  holding  that  position  six 
years  in  succession.  In  1866  he  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature  and  held  that  position  until  1868, 
taking  sides  against  the  general  railroad  law.  He 
served  as  chairman  on  sevci-al  committees.  In 
1880  he  was  again  made  Township  Supervisor.  He 
is  often  called  upon  to  act  as  administrator  of  es- 
Utea  and  guardian  of  minors.  During  the  admin- 
istration of  Gen.  Grant  he  was  Postmaster  at 
Dowagiac.  An  enthusiastic  supporter  of  public 
enterprises,  he  is  never  the  one  to  hold  back  when 
assistance  is  required.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  and  is  interested  in  all  school 
work. 

Mr.  Wells  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  iicres  of  improved  land,and  is  widely  known 


for  his  success  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  wa.s 
President  of  the  Cass  County  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  for  twelve  yeare,  for  two  years  was 
Treasurer,  four  years  Dii-ector,  and  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing it.  He  assisted  in  building  tlie  elevator 
at  Dowagiac.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  Re- 
cruiting Officer  for  W.iyne  Township  and  always 
filled  the  quota  for  the  township.  lie  made  two 
trips  to  the  South  iti  the  recruiting  business. 


*^*J  W.  SAKDEUS,  Cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
1^  tlonal  Hank  at  Buchanan,  was  born  in 
/H-r-^  .Tuniata  County,  Pa.,  February  6,  184.5, 
He  Is  a  descendant  of  Knglish  ancestoi'S,  and  his 
grandfather  was  born,  it  is  sup]K>sed,  in  that 
country.  Richard  Sanders,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Maryland,  and  from  ten  years  of  age 
was  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  where  ho  still  resides. 
His  trade  is  that  of  a  millwright  and  boat-builder. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  naiiie 
was  Leah  Whistler,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
traced  ber  lineage  to  (Germany,  Her  parents 
dying  when  she  was  a  small  child,  she  was  reared 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  children, 
our  subject  being  the  eldest.  The  second  child 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Richard,  who 
inia;  Mary  and  John,  who  died 
teen  and  nineteen  3-ears  respec- 
'ho  was  called  hence  at  the  jige 
■subject  was  reared  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Juniata  County  and  also  carried  on  his  studies 
in  Freeburg  Academy  for  six  weeks.  He  was 
only  ten  years  old  when  he  began  to  earn  his  live- 
lihood, his  first  occupation  being  tliat  of  driver  on 
the  towpath  on  the  Pennsylvania  Canal.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  secured  a  situation  as  clerk  in 
a  general  storeat  Mt.  Pleasant  Mills,  and  occupied! 
clerical  positions  in  different  establishments  for' 
eleven  years. 

Coming  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  in.  E877,  Mr.- 
Sanders  wiis  emjiloyetl  for  t((i;  l,wf<'  Eollcw-ing  years- 


resides  in  Pennsylvj 
at  the  ages  of  seven 
tively;and  Clara,  v 
of  two  year.il. 
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on  n  farm  belonging  to  John  M.  Ruugli.  In  1879 
lie  went  to  Dayton,  Miuh.,  and  engaged  as  a  clerk 
in  a  general  store,  where  he  remained  for  eight 
years.  He  accepted  the  position  of  traveling 
salesman  for  John  A.  Tolman,  wholesale  grocer  of 
Chicago,  in  1889,  and  remained  in  his  employ  for 
fourteen  years,  traveling  through  Michigan  and 
northern  Indiana.  In  his  travels  his  attention 
was  especiallj- called  to  the  favorable  opportunities 
offered  by  the  thriving  village  of  Buchanan  us  a 
place  of  i-esidence,  and  hence,  in  1881,  he  located 
hero.  In  1888,  he,  with  others,  organized  the 
Fii8t  National  liank,  of  which  he  was  fli-st  Vice- 
President  and  is  now  Cashier.  He  is  eminently 
qualilied  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  connected 
with  his  position,  possessing  a  keen  insight,  shrewd 
business  judgment  and  sound  common -sense. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1872,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  E.  W.  Sanders  to  Miss  Louisa  Rough, 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  Rough, 
Two  children  have  blessed  this  union;  Frank  R, 
and  Hetlie  R.  Politically,  Mr.  Sanders  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  has  served  in  various  positions  of  trust, 
to  which  he  was  elected  on  the  ticket  of  that  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Village  Council  and  he  is 
serving  on  the  Board  of  School  Directors.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  con- 
nected with  Buchanan  Lodge  No.  68.  He  also  be- 
longs  to   Dayton    Lodge,  I.  0.  ().  F. 


-^^-^-^^#^i-^^ 


JfUSEPH  BRAMHALL,  a  prominent  farmer 
I  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  made  his 
I  home  upon  section  19,  (Jalien  Township, 
for  thirty-three  years,  and  during  this 
length  of  time  has  been  a  constant  resident  of  his 
homestead,  with  the  exception  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice in  the  late  Civil-  War,  Mr,  Bramhall  was 
born  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  April  15,  1838. 
His  parents  were  Moses  and  Sallie  .lane  Bramhall. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  hound  out  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade,  and,  serving  a  long  appren- 
ticeship, became  an  adept  in  handling  the  tools  of 
his   craft.     He   found    his   trade   most  profitable 


throughout  his  life,  being  a  practical  builder  and 
contractor.  An  energeticand  industrious  man,  of 
excellent  business  ability,  he  prospered  and  amassed 
a  comfortable  competence.  He  owned  a  valuable 
homestead  of  two  hundred  acres  and  aside  from 
his  trade  successfully  entered  into  agricultural 
■pursuits.  The  parents  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Wyoming  County,  Pa.,  and  unto  them  were  born 
ten  children. 

The  eldest-born,  George  R.,  i-esides  in  Chicago; 
Pollie  A.  married  .Joseph  Vanaukcn,  and  makes 
her  home  in  the  Quaker  State;  the  next  is  John; 
Charles  A.  died  in  early  cbiidhood;  Keliogg  is 
in  Pennsylvania;  John  J.  is  a  business  man  of 
Chicago;  Mark  was  in  New  Orleans  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  War,  and  has  since  never  been  heard 
from;  Joseph  is  our  subject;  Martin  is  a  citizen 
of  La  Porte,  ind.;  and  Nathan  U.  is  deceased.  In 
political  affiliation,  the  father  was  a  Whig,  and 
always  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  National 
affairs,  lie  survived  until  February,  1864,  but  his 
excellent  wife  passed  away  April  26,  1851.  At 
twelve  years  of  age  our  subject  began  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  hiring  out  as  a  farm  hand. 
Passmg  his  early  youth  in  a  round  of  agricultural 
toil,  he  arrived  at  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  then 
learned  tiie  carpenter's  trade,  to  which  he  gave 
his  attention  up  to  two  years  ago.  He  began 
his  business  as  a  carpenter  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
in  I860  located  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
purchased  fifty-three  acres  of  land  where  he  now 
lives.  At  present  he  has  but  twenty-live  acres  in 
Berrien  County, 

Mr.  Bramhall  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss  Ma- 
linda  Shedd,  daughter  of  Sylvester  _and  Sallie 
(King)  Shedd.  Mrs.  Bramhall  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1827;  her  parents  were  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  Five  children  blessed  the  home: 
Josie,  wife  of  Hall  Ryther;  Nathan;  Harry,  who 
died  at  two  years  of  age;  Mary;  and  Harry  H., 
who  is  also  deceased,  his  in'Juries  from  a  bucking 
pony  i-esulting  in  death.  Our  subject,  answering 
to  the  call  of  the  Government,  enlisted  in  1864  in 
Company  E,  Twelfth  Michigan  Regiment,  under 
the  Army  of  the  West,  and  served  until  1865. 
Constantly  surrounded  by  dangere,  he  was  never 
ivounded,  and  escaped  capture  and  the  prison  pen. 
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Tlie  war  haying  ended,  he  was  discharged  at  Little 
Kock,  Ark.,  and  honorably  mustered  out  of  the 
service.  Mr.  Brumhall  casts  his  vote  with  the  Re- 
publican party  and  givea  active  aid  in  al!  matters 
of  local  progress  and  reform.  A  man  of  clear 
judgment  and  upright  principles,  he  is  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Berrien  County,  and  com- 
mands tlio  respect  of  fi-iends  and  neighbors. 


^^  HARLEK  H.  GODFREY,  owner  of  the  God- 

jl(  frey  Canning    Factory  at  Benton    Harbor, 

^^^  is  a  native  of  the  State  in  which  he  resides 
and  was  born  in  Jackson  County  October  12,  1845. 
His  father,  George  P.  Godfrey,  was  born  in  New 
York,  of  Scotch  descent,  and  in  1840  removed  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Jackson  County  during  tlie 
early  period  of  its  history.  Thenceforth  he  was 
identified  with  the  progress  of  that  county,  an  in- 
terested witness  of  its  growth  and  an  active  con- 
tributor to  its  development.  He  and  !iis  wife  are 
now  living  at  Springport,  Jackson  Connty,  retired 
from  the  affairs  of  active  life. 

In  a  somewhat  uneventful  manner  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood  yeare  in  Jackson 
County,  where  he  gained  a  practical  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  was  a  lad  in  his  teens 
when  the  war  cloud  began  to  hover  darkly  over  the 
country  and  the  storm  of  conflict  burst  upon  the 
people.  With  all  the  ardor  of  youth  and  of  in- 
tense loyalty  to  the  Union,  he  enlisted,  when  less 
than  twienty  years  of  age,  becoming  a  member  of 
Compan}'  A,  First  Regiment  of  Engineers  and 
Mechanics.  With  his  regiment  he  marched  to  the 
front  and  was  engaged  in  destroying  railroads, 
bridges,  and  otherwise  impeding  the  enemy's 
progress.  Among  the  engagements  in  which  he 
was  an  active  participant  may  be  mentioned  those 
at  Bentonville  and  Savannah.  After  the  war  was 
brought  to  a  close  und  pence  once  more  reigned 
throughout  the  land,,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  and  returned  to  Michigan  in  October, 
1865. 
After  engaging  for  part  of  a  year  as  a  farmer  in 


.Tackson  County,  Mr.  Godfrey  removed  to  Shel- 
bina,  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  in  1866,  and  there  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  Later  lie  followed 
tlie  same  occupation  for  four  years  in  Livingston 
County,  Mo.,  but  not  desiring  to  remain  longer  in 
that  State  he  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Jack- 
son County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  two 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  came  to  Berrien 
County  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  the  village  of 
Benton  Harbor,  where  he  conducted  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1885.  Removing  during  that  year 
to  Benton  Harbor,  he  established  a  cider  mill,  and 
evaporating  and  canning  factory.  T!ie  factory 
docs  a  good  business  and  has  filled  a  want  long 
felt  in  this  locality. 

Mr.  Godfrey  conducts  an  extensive  business  in 

the  evaporation  of  apples  and  small  berries,  which 

he   ships    principally    to    Chicago.     He  makes    a 

;   specialty  of  canning  corn,  tomatoes  and   berries, 

!  and  his  canned  fruit  has  a  reputation  throughout 

the  entire  couutry  for  the  univei-sal  excellence  of 

I   quality  by  which  it  is  characterized.     Adjacent  to 

I    Benton  Harbor   he  owns  a  finely-improved    fruit 

farm,  on  which  he  raises  peare  and  raspberries,  and 

such  is  the  success  with  which  his  efforts  liave  been 

crowned  that  during  the  season  of  18il2  he  shipped 

two  ttiousand  cases  of  i-asjj berries. 

As  a  public-spirited  citizen,  Mr.  Godfrey  gives 
due  consideration  to  the  puplic  issues  of  the  day 
and  possesses  decided  opinions  upon  topics  of  gen- 
eral importance.  A  strong  believer  in  protection 
for  home  industries,  he  naturally  afllliates  with 
the  Republican  party  and  is  one  of  the  influential 
men  in  that  political  organization.  Socially, he  is 
identified  with  George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G. 
A.  R.  He  owns  and  occupies  a  comfortable  and 
attractive  residence  al  No.  I4JI  Brunson  Avenue, 
and,  being  a  man  of  domestic  tastes,  finds  in  his 
home  the  greatest  happiness  of  bis  life.  His  mar- 
riage took  place  in  March,  1866,  and  united  him 
with  Miss  Mary  Wilkinsou,  a  native  of  New  York. 
Her  parents,  Amasa  C.  and  Anna  (Jenks)  Wilkin- 
son, were  natives  of  Rhode  Island.  The  former 
died  in  1849,  and  the  deatli  of  the  latter  occurred 
during  the  same  year.  The  Wilkinson  family 
originated  in  England  and  its  first  I'epreseutatives 
in  America  accompanied  the  tai^flus  Roger  Will- 
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iams  to  the  United  States,  settling  at  tlie  head  of 
Narragansett  Bay.  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Godfrey  are  the 
])ai'eiits  of  three  daughters  and  one  aon.  Muttie  N. 
May  M..  Wiliftrd  A.  Eind  Minta  K. 


',ii^^i  ^  R  ^  i^^aip 


JT|(l?»  VTIIAN  [1ART8ELI-,  a  practioal  general 
I  igricullurist  and  sueeessful  stock-raiser,  and 
li  a  native  of  Mieliigan,  has  been  associated 
_J^  «itli  the  growth  and  history  of  the  State 
foi  inoie  tlian  a  lialf-century.  Born  in  Cass 
County,  November  11,  183fi,  he  was  llie  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Betsey  (Mnffley)  Ilartsell,  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  county.  Tlie  parents  were  both  na- 
tives of  Ohio  and,  reared  in  the  liomes  of  theii' 
childhood,  had  attended  the  primitive  schools  of 
their  birthplace  and,  attaining  to  mature  age,  mar- 
ried. They  remained  for  some  time  longer  amid 
tlie  familiar  scenes  of  tlieir  childliood  and  then 
decided  to  emigrate  to  the  State  of  Indiana.  They 
linally  made  their  home  in  Cass  County,  Mich., 
where  the  father  bought  one  liundrcd  and  sixty 
aci-es  of  land  in  the  dense  woods.  A  man  of  en- 
ergetic induNtry,he  rosoUitely  set  himself  to  work, 
and  aided  by  his  elder  sons  cleared  the  fertile 
acres,  which  he  afterward  brought  up  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  a  good 
dwelling,  barnh  and  sheds.  The  father,  who  was 
b(u-n  ill  1804,  survived  Ui  reach  seventy-three 
years  of  age  and,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him, 
passed  away  upon  the  old  homestead  in  the  year 
1877. 

The  Mavtsells  were  of  direct  German  descent 
and  from  their  sturdy  ancestry  received  tlie  bequest 
of  thrifty  and  industrious  habits,  which  assisted 
them  to  successfully  make  their  way  in  life.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  and  died  in  ]8b7. 
A  pioneer  woman,  facing  the  privations  and  self- 
sflcriflces  of  frontier  life  with  courage  and  resoUi- 
tio]i,slie  welcomed  to  her  heart  and  home  sixteen 
cliildren,  to  whose  care  and  training  she  unweari- 
edly  devoted  hci-self,  aiding  lliem  and  stimulating 
them  to  effort.  The  little  primitive  subscription 
schools   were  for  long   the   only  educational  op- 


portunities offered  her  elder  children,  but  at  the 
time  when  Jonathan  had  arrived  at  an  age  to  at- 
tend school  the  facilities  for  instruction  had  mucli 
improved  and  the  district  schools  offered  to  all  a 
good  common  education.  Our  subject  was  the 
tenth  child  of  the  family  and  spent  the  days  of 
boyhood  upon  the  Cass  County  homestead.  While 
yet  a  young  lad  he  was  thoroughly  drilled  in  the 
various  work  of  daily  farming  labor  and.  growing 
up  a  self-reliant  youth,  was  practically  fitted  by 
habits  of  observation  and  experience  to  make  his 
way  successfully  in  life. 

When  about  twenty-three  years  of  age  Jonathan 
Hartsell  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  J^ura 
Ilarger.  The  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
one  child,  Florence,  now  the  wife  of  Lester  Kemp- 
ton,  a  native  of  the  county  of  Berrien  and  a  pros- 
pei-ous  merchant  of  Glendora.  Our  subject  first 
made  his  home  in  Berrien  County  in  1874,  then 
locating  in  Berrien  Springs.  He  not  long  after 
removed  to  Weesaw  Township  and  settled  upon 
the  valuable  farm  of  eighty  acres,  all  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  well  improved  with  substantial 
and  commodious  buildingsand  pleasantly  situated 
about  a  half-mile  from  Glendora.  Mr.  Ilartseli 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  and,  although  never  anxious  for  political 
office,  takes  an  abiding  interest  in  both  local  and 
national  issues  of  the  day,  A  man  of  intelligence 
and  earnest  purpose,  he  is  identified  with  the  pro- 
gressive interests  of  his  h()me  locality  and  is  es- 
teemed by  the  entire  community  as  a  seif-iesiiect- 
iiig  and  upright  citizen  of  sterling  integrity. 


,1^  EV.  CLEMENT  S.  LESTER,  pastor  of  the 
'vjL^  Eirst  Baptist  Church  of  Benton  Harbor,  was 
li  \\\  born  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  on  the 
\^  18th  of  March,  1860.  He  is  the  son  of 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Michigan,  Lewis  G,  Lester, 
a  native  of  New  York,  who  settled  in  St.  Joseph, 
this  State,  in  1840,  and  followed  farming  opera- 
tions there  for  a  period    of  nineteen    yeai*.      In 
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1859  he  removed  to  Lenawee  County,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  The  Lester  ancestors  were  Eng- 
lish people  and,  emigrating  to  America,  settled  on 
r^ng  Island,  where  John  Lester,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Harriet,  the  daughter  of  Enos 
Seofleld,  a  native  of  Seneca,  N.  Y.  The  maternal 
grandmother  of  our  subject  was  in  maidenhood  a 
Miss  Talmage  and  was  a  cousin  of  tlie  father  of 
the  famous  divine,  T.  DeWitt  Talmage. 

The  best  educational  opportunities  were  be- 
stowed upon  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who  was 
pi-epared  for  college  at  Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  lo- 
cated near  Adrian,  Mich.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  he  entered  Kalamazoo  College,  al  Kala- 
mazoo, Mich.,  and  was  graduated  from  that  insli- 
tution  with  the  Clas'«  of  '85,  having  completed 
the  studies  of  the  classical  course.  Early  in  his 
boyhood  he  had  become  a  Christian,  and  it  was  his 
lofty  ambition  to  become  a  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
For  this  profession  he  was  peculiarly  adapted,  both 
by  nature  and  training,  and  it  was  a  source  of 
gratification  to  bis  friends  when  be  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  at  St,  Louis,  Mich.,  August  4,  1886. 

At  once  after  ordination,  Rev.  Mr.  I^ester  as- 
sumed the  pastorate  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
!5t.  Louis,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  until  1888, 
meanwhile  building  up  the  church  at  that  place 
and  increasing  its  usefulness  in  the  vicinity. 
Thence  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  and  has  since 
that  time  been  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 
His  labors  here  liave  been  crowned  with  great  suc- 
cess. The  church  has  prospered  and  increased  in 
numbers  under  his  pastorate,  and  now  has  a  raem- 
berehip  of  three  hundred  and  nine,  having  had 
one  hundred  and  seventy  additions  during  his  pas- 
torate of  five  years  A  new  pipe  organ,  costing 
t2,000,  has  been  placed  in  the  church,  other  ex- 
jMinsive  repairs  have  been  made,  and  a  parsonage 
fund  amounting  to  $3,000  has  been  accumulated. 

Such  facts  as  these,  without  further  comment, 
prove  the  possession  of  unusual  abilities  on  Mr. 
Lester's  part.  He  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  com- 
bination of  Christian  uprightness  and  business 
capabilities,  and  while  of  course  his  success  as  a 
pastor  is  principally  due  to  the  former,  yet  the 
latter  has  been  by  no  means  an  unimportant  factor 


in  securing  the  gratifying  results.  He  is  rever- 
enced and  loved  by  young  and  old  in  the  chureb 
where  his  counsels  are  heard,  and  is  also  highly 
regarded  by  the  people  of  Kenton  Harbor,  irre- 
spective of  denominational  preferences.  He  has 
served  as  one  of  the  Directors  in  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  and  is  well  known  by  the  Baptists 
throughout  the  State. 

November  18,  1885,  occun-ed  the  marriage  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Lester  to  Miss  Frances,  daughter  of 
Francis  M.  Matteson,  a  native  of  New  York,  but  a 
long-time  resident  of  Lansing,  Mich.  This  union 
has  proved  a  most  happy  and  congenial  one,  and 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  daughter, 
Luciie.  The  parsonage  is  located  at  No.  101 
Broadway,  and  is  a  cozily  furnished  and  attractive 
abode,  where  Mrs.  Lester  welcomes  her  friends 
with  a  charming  hospitality.  The  social  jjosition 
occupied  by  the  family  is  one  of  distinction,  and 
they  are  very  popular  among  the  people    of    the 


=^^- 


JACOB  GEBHARD.  The  prudent  ways  and 
careful  methods  of  Ihe  Teutonic  farmer 
are  conspicuous  in  La  Grange  Township, 
,^_^  where  so  many  representatives  of  the  Ger- 
man race  have  settled  in  order  that  they  may  en- 
joy broader  opportunities  in  every  direction. 
The  gentleman  whose  name  is  placed  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch,  and  who  resides  on  section  7,  is 
one  of  the  many  whose  efforts  have  made  this  lo- 
cality so  distinctly  productive  and  beautiful,  lie 
was  born  on  the  Hiver  Rhine,  in  (iermany,  in  1820, 
and  there  remained  and  received  a  fair  education 
until  a  youug  man.  About  this  time  many  were 
emigrating  to  the  United  Stales,  and  young  Oeb- 
hard  decided  to  cross  the  ocean  too.  Upon  reach- 
ing the  "land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the 
brave,"  he  was  without  means,  and  all  he  had  to 
assist  him  in  tlie  struggle  for  a  livelihood  was  a 
pair  of  willing  hands  and  any  amount  of  pluck 
and  energy. 

A  few  years  later  he  had  accumulated  consider- 
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ably  mean.'',  iind  ileuMing  that  it  was  not  good  for 
man  to  live  alone  he  was  inatm-d.  Still  later 
lie  emigrated  Westward  and  located  in  Cass  Conn- 
ty,  Mich.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  La 
Grange  Township.  In  that  township  all  his  ehil- 
dren  were  born  and  educated.  Althougli  Mr. 
Gebliard  speaks  the  German  language  in  his  family, 
his  diildren  have  received  good  educational  ad- 
vantages in  the  English  schools,  and  are  bright 
and  intelligent,  moi-e  so  than  the  average.  The 
farm  npon  which  he  settled  on  coming  to  this 
township  was  wild  and  unim|)roved,  but  he  had 
inherited  al!  the  push  and  energy  of  his  ancestors, 
and  went  actively  to  work  to  make  it  the  attrac- 
tive place  it  now  is.  The  most  of  it  is  under  cnl- 
tivatioii  and  the  iHitldings  on  it  are  comfortable 
and  commodious.  Everything  about  the  place  in- 
dicates the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  progressive  ideas 
and  tendencies  and  one  of  great  industry.  All  his 
property  is  the  result  of  his  own  exertions,  and  he 
deserves  great  credit  for  his  perseverance. 


s«hJ[ORE  V.  LEWIS.  Onfiof  the  most  use- 
1^  fill  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  visi- 
/ii — ^  toi^s,  etc.,  is  one  where  yon  can  be  housed 
and  fed  with  the  best  the  market  supplies,  and 
where  you  feel  perfectly  al  home.  Such  an  hotel 
is  the  Vandalia,  conducted  by  the  genial  and  most 
agreeable  proprietor,  Elmore  V.  Lewis,  who  is  also 
classed  among  the  prominent  and  substantial  tillers 
of  the  soil  in  Penn  Township. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  a  product  of  Cass  County,  Micb., 
Iiorn  in  Newburg  Township  November  18,  1847, 
and  is  a  son  of  .Tonatlmii  \V.  and  Emma  (Fer- 
guson) I^ewis.  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
About  1840  Jonathan  l^wis  emigrated  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  actively  engaged  in  working 
the  soil  of  Newburg  Township,  lie  was  an  indus- 
trious, hard-working  man,  and  one  who  was  highly 
respected  for  his  upright,  honorable  conduct.  He 
became  the  owner  of  a  Hue  farm,  and  on  this  he 
and  his  worthy  comiianiou  passed  the  closing 
scenes  of  their  lives,  he  dying  in  1861.    They  were 


the  parents  of  live  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of 
whom  reached  mature  years.  Three  of  the  sons 
served  in  the  Civil  War.  and  Francis  S.  and  James 
11.  Lewis,  the  two  eldest,  lost  their  lives  at  the 
battle  of  Stone  River. 

Our  subject,  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of  these 
children,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Da- 
kota, has  made  his  home  here  ever  since.  In  this 
county  he  received  his  scholastic  training,  and 
hen!  he  received  those  lessons  of  frugality  and  in- 
dustry that  made  his  father  so  well  known  in  this 
section.  On  the  4th  of  December,  1868,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Narcissis  T.  Peni- 
berton,  daughter  of  Reason  S.  and  Margaret  (Miller) 
Pemberton,  the  former  a  native  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  born  March  23,1824,  and  the  latter  of 
Germany. 

Mr.  Pemberton  and  his  wife  celebi-ated  their 
nuptials  in  Henry  County,  Ind.,  May  3,  1840,  and 
two  years  later  moved  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
where  the  father  has  since  resided.  He  finds  a 
comfortable  and  pleasant  home  with  his  son-in- 
law,  ouv  subject,  and  is  a  man  esteemed  and  ro- 
S|)ectcd  by  all.  His  wife  passed  over  to  the  silent 
majority  on  the  l+th  of  December,  188,5.  Twelve 
children  were  born  to  this  most  estimable  couple, 
eight  of  whom  grew  to  mature  yeai-s  and  became 
the  heads  of  families. 

In  April,  1892,  Mr.  Lewis  was  elected  Super- 
visor of  Penn  Township  by  the  Republican  party, 
of  which  he  is  an  ardent  supporter,  and  he  is 
now  the  incumbent  of  that  position.  He  dis- 
charges the  duties  incumbent  upon  this  position 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  and  is  a  capable 
and  efficient  man  for  the  position.  He  has  ever 
advocated  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  his  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen. 
Grant.  In  .lune,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  Nineteenth  Micliigan  Infantry,  and  served  one 
year.  He  was  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  with  Sher- 
man, and  served  his  country  faithfully  and  well. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bentonville  and 
numerous  skirmishes,  but  was  never  wounded.  The 
hard  service  was  too  much  for  him,  however,  and  he 
has  never  been  as  well  since.  In  connection  with 
the  hotel  business  he   is  a l,so  engaged  in  farming, 
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and  has  a  good  home  of  eighty  acres  located  two 
and  a-half  miles  northeast  of  Vandalia,  and  forty 
acres  located  two  iind  ft-)ialf  miles  northeast  of 
Decatur.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Gi'and 
Army  of  the  Bei)ublic,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
hold  memberahip  in  the  Disciples  Church.  They 
have  had  four  children,  only  two  now  living. 


-^M^^€-- 


ylLLIAM  HICKS,  a  general  agriculturist 
and  leading  citizen  of  Benton  Township, 
Berrien  County,  is  the  descendant  of  a 
long  line  of  energetic  ancestry,  who,  industriously 
devoting  themselves  to  the  culture  of  the  soil, 
steadily  won  their  way  up  to  positions  of  honored 
usefulness  and  influence.  The  worthy  parents  of 
Mr.  Hicks  were  of  English  nativity,  and  were 
i-eared  and  educated  in  the  Queen's  dominions. 
Soon  after  crossing  the  broad  Atlantic  to  the  land 
of  pi-omise,  America,  William  Hicks  and  Mary 
Hallock  were  married  and  made  their  home  at  first 
in  New  York,  setthng  in  Ontario  County,  where, 
in  1849,  their  eldest  child,  our  subject,  named  in 
honor  of  his  father,  was  born.  William  Hicks  was 
but  a  lad  when  his  parents  emigrated  from  the 
Empire  State  to  the  farther  West.  Journeying  to 
Michigan,  tliey  remained  in  Hillsdale  County,  lo- 
cating upon  a  farm.  The  father,  yet  surviving 
and  the  owner  of  a  valuable  homestead  in  Hills- 
dale County,  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  that  part  of  the  Stale,  and  now  in  the  evening 
of  bis  age  enjoys  the  high  regard  of  his  old 
friends  and  neighbors.  The  prosperous  home  of 
the  parents  was  blessed  with  the  presence  of  six 
children,  two  daughtei-s  and  four  sons. 

William  was  the  Qrst-born  in  the  parental  fam- 
ily; Emiline  is  the  wife  of  Spencer  Calkins,  of  Or- 
egon; David  is  a  prominent  farmer  of  Hillsdale 
County;  Thomas,  also  a  successful  agriculturist, 
resides  in  Hillsdale  County;  George  is  a  well- 
known  tiller  of  the  soil  in  Berrien  County;  and 
Libbie  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Benge,  of  Hillsdale 
County.  Gi-owing  up  amid  the  associations  of 
their  youth,   the    brothers  and   sisters    have   all 


become  frugal,  self-reliant  and  industrious  citi- 
zens, and  not  one  in  the  family  ever  indulges  in 
the  use  of  liquor  or  tobacco. 

Our  subject  was  from  his  early  childhood  trained 
in  the  daily  round  of  farming  duties  and  readily 
acquired  a  thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of 
agriculture.  During  his  boyhood  he  assisted  his 
father  upon  the  old  homestead  and  also  received 
instruction  in  the  district  schools,  but,  a  man  of 
quick  discernment  and  keen  observation,  has  since 
added  largelj'  to  his  stock  of  knowledge  and  is 
mainly  self-educated.  When  only  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  ambitiously  began  life  for  himself,  and 
worked  out  by  the  month  steadily  fornine  yeai-s. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time  Mr.  Hicks  had,  by 
bard  work  and  self-denial,  gradually  accumulated 
a  modest  capital  for  future  careful  Investment. 

When  about  twenty -eight  years  of  age  Mr. 
Hicks  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie 
Crippen,  a  native  of  Washtenaw  County,  Midi.,  a 
lady  of  pleasing  presence  and  superior  ability. 
The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  has  proved  a 
true  helpmate  and  possesses  the  esteem  of  a  wide 
circle  of  acquaintances.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  at 
first  settled  on  rented  land,  which  Mr.  Hicks  culti- 
vated proflUibly  for  two  years,  and  then  decided 
to  remove  to  Berrien  County,  the  permanent  home 
of  the  family  since  1879.  In  1881,  our  subject 
purchased  a  half-interest  in  the  fine  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  to  which  he  has  from 
that  period  given  his  entire  time  and  close  atten- 
tion, with  most  excellent  and  gratifying  resuiU. 
The  broad  acreage,  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  annually,  yields  a  bounteous  harvest 
of  golden  gi"ain,  and  the  extensive  homestead,  with 
its  convenient  and  attractive  residence,  commodi- 
ous barns  and  other  improvements,  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  pieces  of  farming  property  in  Bei* 
rien  County.  The  happy  home  has  been  brighl^ 
ened  with  the  presence  of  a  promising  son,  an 
only  child.  Kay  W.  Hicks,  now  eleven  years  old, 
a  manly  and  intelligent  little  lad,  is  the  pride  of 
his  parents. 

Mr.  Hicks  is  politically  no  partisan,  but  with 
impartiality  casts  his  vote  for  tlje  man  he  deems 
best  fitted  to  perform  the  duties  of  ofHce.  He  is 
ever  interested  in  all  matters  of  local  and  national 
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welfare  and,  a  libera)-spirit«d  citizen,  having  en- 
terprisingly made  his  own  way  in  life,  ably  assists 
in  the  progressive  advancement  of  his  locality  and 
is  numbered  among  the  reliable  and  substantial 
men  of  Berrien  County. 


^^1  KORGE  C.  ROCKKY.  Among  llie  success- 
,|j  ^~,  (ul  and  substantial  agriculturists  of  Royal- 
^^ll  ton  Township,  Berrien  County,  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sliet<:h,  whose  desire  to  keep  out  of  the 
old  ruts,  as  well  as  his  adoption  of  new  and  im- 
proved methods,  has  brought  him  in  a  fair  share 
of  tliis  world's  goods.  He  ranks  among  the  ener- 
getic farraei-s  of  tlie  county,  and  his  success  is 
mainly  due  to  his  industrj'  and  the  attention  he 
has  ever  paid  to  each  minor  detail.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  liuckeye  State,  born  in  Franklin 
County  February  25,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Caleb 
and  Martha  L.  (Robinson)  Rockey. 

Caleb  Rockey  was  born  in  Lancaster  County. 
Pa.,  Septeml)er  12.  1803.  and  there  remained  until 
1830,  when  he  removed  to  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
For  many  years  he  was  a  resident  of  that  State, 
but  m  September,  1867,  he  removed  to  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  and  here  passed  tlie  closing  scenes 
of  his  life.  Previous  to  settling  in  Michigan,  Mr. 
Rockey  had  bought  land  in  Berrien  County,  and 
upon  locating  there  he  entered  actively  upon  his 
duties  as  a  farmer,  devoting  all  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  that  calling.  His  wife,  who  was  a  true 
helper,  not  only  to  her  husband  but  to  all  who 
came  within  Iier  inllnencc,  was  born  May  24,  1803, 
and  died  November  17,  1872,  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  as  follows:  Sarah  M.,  born 
February  13,1831;  Leah  O.,  February  13,1834; 
George  C,  our  subject;  and  Lemuel  R.,  born  No- 
vember 8,  1838,  The  mother  of  these  children 
was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Chui-ch,  but  later  she  was  associated 
with  the  Latter-Day  Saints,  Grandfather  Rockey 
was  born  in  Germany  and  was  a  farmer  in  that 
country.  Grandfather  Robinson  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812. 


George  C.  Rockey,  the  third  in  order  ot  birth 
of  the  above-mentioned  children,  was  reared  in 
Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and  supplemented  a  good 
practical  education,  received  in  the  common  schools, 
by  attending  Central  College,  where  he  remained 
four  terms.  Thus  equipped  with  a  good  education, 
he  started  out  to  fight  life's  battles  for  himself. 
Having  been  reared  as  a  farmer  by  his  father,  Mr. 
Rockey,  like  the  majority  of  boys,  has  since  fol- 
lowed in  his  ancestors'  footsteps.  He  is  now  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  county,  aawcU  as 
one  of  its  most  thorough-going  agriculturists.  All 
his  farming  operations  are  conducted  in  a  manner 
showing  him  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  judgment. 

Mr.  Rockey  was  married  in  Auglaize  County, 
Ohio,  September  5,  1865,  to  Miss  Barbara  Koebel, 
who  was  also  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  June 
9,  1844.  Four  children  were  the  fruits  of  this 
union:  Samuel  C,  Edwin  L.  (deceased),  Leah  May 
(deceased),  and  Clyde  W.  In  September,  1867, 
Mr,  Rockey  removed  to  BeiTien  County,  Mich,, 
fi-om  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and  here,  he  has 
since  resided.  His  home  farm  is  located  seven 
miles  south  of  St.  Joseph,  and  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres.  He  also  lias  twoolhcr  farms 
of  nmety  and  eighty-eight  acres  each.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Berrien  County  Anti-Horee  Thief 
Association,  and  in  politics  has  always  associated 
with  the  Democratic  party.  His  first  Presidential 
i    vote  was  cast  for  Douglas. 


JOHN  HOUSE,  a  representative  and  highly- 
I  esteemed  citi/.en  of  Berrien  County,  Micii., 
',  has  prosperously  devoted  the  labor  of  his 
_  life  to  agricultural  duties,  and  now  resides 
upon  his  finely-cultivated  homestead  located  upon 
section  22,  Bertrand  Township.  Mr,  House  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  Perry 
County  .luly  4,  1832.  "His  parents  were  Ephraim 
and  Mary  Scott  House.  The  father,  born  in  New 
.Jersey,  was  of  German  descent.  The  mother  was 
of  English  nativity  and  crossed  the  ocean  with 
her  father  to  the  New  Wojld   when  only  a  young 


Hosted  by 


Google 


»68 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECOEI). 


girl.  While  returning  to  the  Mother  Country  for 
the  other  members  of  his  family,  it  is  supposed  the 
fatlier  was  killed,  as  he  was  never  heard  from 
again.  The  mother  of  Mr.  House  was  tluis  left 
nlooe  in  the  United  States.  She  aelf-reiiantly 
cared  for  herself  until  her  marriage  to  Mr,  San- 
ders, by  wliom  she  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren. She  subsequently  wedded  the  father  of 
our  subject  and  bore  him  fourteen  children,  Tlic 
father  died  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years,  and  the  mother,  surviving,  journeyed 
to  Michigan, and  was  four-score  years  of  age  when 
she  too  passed  away. 

John  House  was  the  eldest  child  of  the  second 
marriage  of  his  mother,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  theprimitivesohools 
of  thos*i  early  days.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage  in  1856,  at  which  date  he  was 
wedded  in  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Krooker,  born  in  the  Quaker  State  and  of  German 
descent.  The  first  wife  of  onv  subject  did  not 
aiu'vive  her  marriage  many  years,  but  lived  to  be- 
come the  mother  of  two  sons;  Wiison  and  Jona- 
than. Some  time  after  her  death,  Mr.  House  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Klizabeth  Limbert, 
also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Four  children 
blessed  the  second  marriage.  Mary  and  Sai-ah  are 
deceased;  John  Edward  and  I^awrence  F.  survive. 
Immediately  following  his  first  marriage  our  sub- 
ject i-emoved  to  the  West  and  located  in  Pulaski 
County,  I  nd.,  which  he  made  his  residence  about 
seven  months.  At  the  expiration  of  this  brief  time 
iie  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  for  twelve  years 
industriously  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  of  his  na- 
tive Slate. 

Realizing  tlie  larger  opportunities  of  the  farther 
West,  Mr.  House  again  left  his  early  home,  and, 
journeying  to  Michigan,  located  permanently  in 
IJerrien  County.  He  at  first  settled  on  a  rented 
farm,  and  later,  in  1880,  purchased  the  fine  home- 
stead of  two  hundred  acres  to  which  he  finally 
removed  with  his  family  in  1883.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  the  pleasantly  located  farm  have 
l>een  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  the 
productive  soil  annuallj'  yielding  a  large  harvest. 
Itcing  much  troubled  with  rheumatism,  our  sub- 
ject a  bhort   time  since  rented  his  farm  and  now 


allows  himself  needed  rest  and  retTeation,  richly 
earned  by  man\'  yeai-s  of  unceasing  care  and  biisy 
industry,  Mr.  House  has  never  been  a  politician, 
but  he  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  local  and 
national  affairs  and  is  an  advocate  of  true  Democ- 
racy. Throughout  his  career  a  kind  friend,  gen- 
erous neighbor  and  excellent  citizen,  be  enjoys  the 
regard  and  confidence  of  the  entile  communitj-  of 
liertrand  Township. 


-'-===«* 


^jT  NDEEW   .T.    CAR0THF:RS, 

l@y<j|l    uti/en    of    Buchanan,    Berr 


prominent 
,  1    CiMintj, 

//'  ii  Mich.,  and  the  popular  proprietor  of  the 
^1  Hotel  Karl,  a  fine  brick  building  of  three 

stones,  containing  twenty-four  pleasant  and  airy 
rooms,  ofFers  to  the  traveling  public  sui)erior  ac- 
commodations and  excellent  board,  and,  established 
in  his  present  quarters  since  1890,  has  i-ceeived  a 
large  and  rapidly  extending  custom.  Mr.  Caroth- 
ers  is  a  native  of  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  and  was  born 
December  9, 184J.  His  father,  John  A.  Carother.x, 
emigrated  witli  his  parents  from  his  native  land, 
Scotland,  to  America  when  a  child,  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  received  his  education 
and  attained  to  manhood.  Bound  out  to  a  batter. 
he  acquired  the  trade,  and,  beginning  life  for  him- 
self, went  to  Indiana,  where  he  received  employ- 
ment. In  this  latter  State  he  worked  at  his  trade 
as  a  hatter,  but  was  a  machinist  as  well  and  a  man 
of  energetic  industry.  In  1852  he  journeyed  to 
Colorado,  in  which  State  he  died  in  1861.  The 
mother,  Emily  (Martin)  Carotliers,  made  her  home 
in  Michigan  after  her  husband  went  West,  and 
died  in  Berrien  County.  She  was  a  most  estima- 
ble woman  and  the  mother  of  four  children:  An- 
drew J.;  Mary  K.,  wife  of  Stewart  Bell,  of  Iowa; 
Lavina  A.,  wife  of  William  Pitts,  of  Kansas;  and 
George  W.,  deceased.  The  father  had  been  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  three  children: 
William,  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania;  John  A.,  a 
citizen  of  Illinois;  and  Jennie. 

Our  subject,  essentially  a  self-reliant  and  self- 
made  man,  enjoyed  limited  opportunities  for  in- 
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struction  in  Indiana  and  CliicAgo,  111.,  Imt  early 
became  a  bread-winnei'.  When  about  nine  years 
of  ftge  his  motlier  died  and,  tlie  eldest  of  tlic  young 
orphans,  Andrew  J.  found  liis  way  to  Chicago 
while  in  his  tenth  year.  He  remained  in  the 
Western  metropolis  until  he  was  nearly  fourteen 
years  old,  when  he  returned  to  South  Rend,  Ind., 
and  was  variously  employed  until  the  breakiujf 
out  of  the  Civil  War.  At  this  juncture  young 
Carothers,  aged  seventeen,  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  Eighty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry,  but  was  not 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  until 
transfeired  ai  a  tcam'^tei  to  a  Goveniinent  trans- 
portation attached  to  '^en  Davidson's  cavalry 
command  ind  engaged  principally  at  Duvall's 
Rluff  Aik  Oui  subject  wts  employed  as  carrier 
between  Uens  'stetlc  and  Davidson,  his  route  be- 
ing from  Duvall  s  Bluff  to  Little  Rock.  The  po- 
sition whith  he  occupied  was  one  constantly  sur- 
rounded li>  dangei  and  Mr.  Carothers  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  lesponsible  duties  en- 
counteied  man\  thiiUing  adventures  and  hair- 
breadth escapes  fiom  capture  or  death.  He  was  lit- 
erally between  two  fires,  and  was  not  only  exposed 
to  Confederate  attacks,  but  in  the  darkness  at 
times  was  liable  to  be  shot  by  the  soldiers  of  his 
own  party.  On  account  of  failing  health  he  was, 
after  some  time,  discharged  from  the  service,  and, 
returning  to  his  former  home,  visited  among 
friends,  relatives  and  acquaintances  for  a  few 
montlis. 

A  second  time  enlisting  in  the  service  of  the 
Union,  our  subject  entered  Company  H,  Twelfth 
Indiana  Cavalry,  as  .  bugler,  and  actively  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Nashville,  Franklin, 
Stevenson,  Wilkinson's  Pike  and  many  other 
hot  fights,  and  in  all  took  part  in  twenty-two 
engagements,  being  once  struck  by  a  spent  ball, 
which  knocked  him  over  without  intticting  any 
wound.  Upon  the  22d  of  November,  1866,  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  mus- 
tered out  at  Indianapolis,  Mr.  Carothers  again 
sought  his  childhood  home  and  located  in  Indiana, 
his  permanent  residence  until  1874.  He  left  the 
army  without  means,  and  obtaining  employment 
in  his  native  State  as  a  carpenter,  pui-sued  that 
ti-ade  for  about  nine  years.     In    1874  he  engaged 


in  business  in  Buchanan,  and  in  I8I>()  became  the 
proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Earl,  favorably  known  to 
many  transient  guests  and  the  local  public. 

In  1866  Andrew  J.  Carothers  and  Miss  Jennie 
Barr,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Saul  T.  and  Electa  (Button)  BaiT,  of  New 
York  State.  Tiie  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.. 
Carothers  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  ot  five 
cliildren.  Nettie  died  at  the  age  of  six  yeara;  Jen- 
nie J.  was  the  second  in  or^Jer  of  bicth;  Eddie  is 
deceased;  Nettie  E.  was  the  fourth  child  of  the 
family;  and  Gi-ace  E.  is  the  youngest-born.  Mr. 
Carothers  affiliates  with  Ix)dge  No.  78, 1.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Buchanan.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  much  enjoys  the  re- 
unions of  the  order.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  lakes  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  ot 
mutual  welfare,  local  and  national.  He  is  a  friend 
to  educational  advancement  and  is  ever  ready  to 
assist  in  progressive  enterprises  tending  to  the 
public  good.  A  liberal-spirited  citizen,  our  sub- 
ject is  numbered  among  the  substantial  men  of 
Buchanan,  and  with  his  worthy  wife  enjoys  the 
high  regard  of  a  wide  acquaintance. 


*-;^^^|@$®i^^" 


eHARLKS  M.  BABCOCK,  an  enterprising 
general  agriculturist  and  extensive  wheat- 
grower  of  Kodus  Township,  Berrien  County, 
has  passed  his  life  from  early  boyhood  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  during  the  entire  period  of  his 
residence  here  has  made  his  home  within  the  limits 
of  the  township.  He  was  born  July  17,  1852.  in 
Noble  County,  Ind.,  but  has  for  nearly  thirty  yeare 
been  identified  with  the  changing  scenes  of  Berrien 
County,  where  he  is  now  spending  his  days  of 
honored  and  busy  usefulness.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Babcock  died  when  he  was  a  few  weeks  old,  and 
then  the  helpless  little  one  was  given  into  the  ten- 
der care  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erastus  Harlow,  who  were 
to  him  as  parents.  The  Harlows  at  that  time  lived 
in  Indiana,  and  it  was  not  until  Charles  was  twelve 
years  of  age  tliat  they  removed  to  Michigan.    Our 
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subject  attended  the  district  scliools  of  Wayne 
Township,  Noble  County,  Ind.,  and  aided  his  fos- 
ter parents  in  the  daily  round  of  agricultural  work 
incidental  to  tlie  life  of  a  farmer  boy.  He  was 
apt  and  intelligent,  and  in  every  possible  manner 
repaid  with  grateful  affection  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harlow.  When  tbe  family  came  to  Mich- 
igan, Charles,  who  was  the  only  child  in  the  home, 
attended  the  schools  of  Sodiis  Township  and  added 
still  further  to  the  slock  of  knowledge  previously 
gained. 

It  was  in  1864  that  tlie  Harlows  settled  in  the 
township,  where  the  father  purchased  land  and 
erected  a  fine  and  commodious  residence,  substan- 
tial bams  and  other  improvements.  Until  be  was 
twenty  years  of  age  our  subject  spent  the  winter 
months  in  study,  the  spring,  summer  and  fall  in 
work  upon  tbe  Harlow  homestead,  but  at  this  age 
he  gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming.  In  1873 
Mr.  Uabcock  purchased  fifty  acres  of  laud  adjoiii- 
ing  the  farm  of  Mr.  Harlow,  and  with  industrious 
energy  and  unBagging  ambition  liegan  life  for  him- 
self. After  a  time  the  failing  health  of  Mr.  Har- 
low made  it  necessary  foi'  our  subject  to  again  re- 
turn to  the  care  of  the  old  homestead, and  in  1889 
he  received  full  charge  of  the  lands,  which  he 
profitably  managed  until  the  death  of  his  true 
friend  and  father,  Mr.  Hariow,  who  passed  to  bis 
rest  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  June  9,  181H. 
Jn  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Hariow,  a  most  estimable 
Christian  lady,  bad  died  two  years  previously,  and 
our  subject  was  bequeathed  by  the  will  of  Mr,  Har- 
low all  of  his  lands  and  property.  Without  any 
delay  Mr.  Babcock  at  once  came  into  possession 
of  ail  property,  personal  and  real,  which  liad 
formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harlow,  and  has 
since  resided  upon  the  old  home  farm,  whrch  yields 
annually  an  abundant  harvest  of  wheat,  to  tbe  cul- 
tivation of  which  grain  tbe  fertile  fields  are  mainly 
devoted. 

In  October,  1876,  Charles  liabcock  and  Miss  Em- 
ily Stewart  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Babcock 
vms  tbe  daughter  of  .IoIim  Stewart,  a  well-known 
and  oid-time  resident  of  Pipestone  Township.  Two 
daughters  and  three  sons  have  brightened  tbe 
home  with  their  cheerf nl  presence,  and  four  of  the 
little    ones    yet    survive-     EHle    died  in  early  in- 


fancy; Erastus  Harlow,  named  in  honor  of  the  be- 
loved foster  father,  is  the  eldest  son;  .John  S., 
Edwin  M.  and  Grace  complete  the  list  of  the  chil- 
dren who  yet  gather  about  the  family  fireside.  Our 
subject  is  not  identified  with  any  church  or  de- 
nomination. Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
Colomii  I-odge  No.  144,  of  Coloma,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Providence  Union,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  located  in 
Sodus  Township,  Mr.  Babcock  is,  politically,  a 
Republican,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  party. 
He  occupied  with  ability  the  office  of  Di'ainnge 
Commissioner,  and,  a  man  of  efficiency  and  excel- 
lent judgment,  is  among  the  citizens  of  the  town- 
sliip  who  may  be  depended  upon  to  assist  liberally 
in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare  and  enterpiise. 
Our  subject,  his  accomplished  wife,  sons  and 
daughter  worthily  fill  positions  of  useful  infiuence 
and  possess  tbe  liigb regard  and  sincere  fricndsliip 
of  a  large  cirele  of  acquaintance. 


\fp^i  J.  TUTTLE,  an  enterprising  general  agn- 
1^^  culturist  and  able  citizen  of  Pipestone 
tfe  Si  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., was  horn 
*  February  2,  1828,  in  Portage  County,  Ohio. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Moses  Tiittle,  born  in 
Connecticut  April  8,  1763,  was  married  in  the 
State  of  bis  nativity  and  later  removed  with  liis 
family  to  Ohio,  in  1807  settling  on  a  f.arni  in 
Portage  County.  The  fatlier  of  our  subject.  La 
Fayette  Tuttle,  was  bom  in  the  old  Connecticut 
home  and  accompanied  bis  parents  to  Ohio,  where 
the  grandfather  kept  a  public-house  and  was  num- 
"bered  among  the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. A  man  of  energy,  he  was  a  brickmaker 
and  wagon  manufacturer,  and  brewed,  distilled, 
and  conducted  farming.  Surrounded  by  the  In- 
dians, be  would  frequently  take  his  gun  and 
Bible  as  companions  as  he  watched  his  crops.  He 
and  his  good  wife  Abigail  became  the  parents  of 
seventeen  children.  Of  the  large  family  of  sistere 
and   brothers  two   sons  yet    suivive:    Dr,    C.    H. 
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Tiittle,  cesidiiig  in  CljitiagOirt  practicing  t>hysicia,ii; 
itiid  Itianc.ii  citizen  ol'  Portage  County,  Ohio.  Tlie 
grainli'atiiei',  a  man  of  patriotiaui  and  coiuage,  ac- 
tively imrtiei [latcd  in    the  War  of  tlie  Revolution. 

Tlie  niothcc  of  oiii-  subject,  Reliccea  (Wliite) 
Tfittlc,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvauia,  and  was 
horn  iieai'  Pittslmrgli  Slarch  12,  IT'JB,  iSlie  w 
ii  daughter  of  .lolin  White,  a  man  of  sterling  i 
tegrity  of  charnetor.  'I'lic  maternal  gran dt>a rents 
were  inairied  in  Pennsylvania,  but  afterward  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  from  that  tune  their  permanent 
home.  Orandfather  While  died  Octotier  24,  1848; 
his  wife  Hurviverl  until  April  15,  1857.  The  follow- 
ing children  blessed  their  honje:  Alvah.  born  in 
1821;  Weliuda,  in  182^;  our  suhjeet  ajid  twin 
brother,  Rdey  .1.,  born  in  1828;  Philena,  in  1830; 
niaruus,  in  18;t7;  :intl  Elijah,  in  1840.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  weie  devout  members  of  the 
Methodist  Kpisco[>al  Clmrch,  and  were  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  them.  Reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
our  subject  attended  the  district  sehool  and  also 
enjoyed  the  beneHt  of  instruction  in  an  academy, 
lie  remained  at  home  while  his  father  lived,  and 
was  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate,  C( 
sistiiig  of  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres,  a  s 
and  grist  mill  combined,  and  a  blacksmith  shop 
for  eilged  tools.  The  sale  lasted  thj-ee  days,  and 
Mr.  T"uttle  satisfactorily  settled  the  family  affaii-s 
with  the  Probate  Judge.  Nine  lengths  of  foolscap 
paper  were  used  in  the  necessary  enumeration  of 
property  anil  in  legal  phrases. 

Soon  after  our  subject  had  attained  his  major- 
ity lie  was  elected  Constable,  and  for  some  years 
was  an  auctioneer,  and  also  carried  ou  the  old 
'  Ohio  homestead.  He  taught  nine  termi  of  win- 
ter school  and  was  ever  busy,  industrious  and  en- 
terprising. November  12,  18S0,  Mr.  Tuttle  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Siiaan  M.  Hull 
daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Abigail  (Harris)  Hull. 
Mr.  Hull  was  born  in  Cheater  Township,  Windham 
County,  Conn.,  October  24,  1794.  The  mother, 
also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  born  in  Smith- 
field  Township,  Rhoda  County,  November  9, 1800. 
Tliey  were  married  in  New  York  May  31,  1819. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hull  were  pioneers  of  Portage  Coun- 
ty, (Jhio,  where  they  passed  away,  tlie  father  in 
]880,  and  tlie  mother  March  2;'),  1892.     Tbey  were 


the  parents  of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  sur- 
vive; Mary,  Kdwiii  and  .Susan  M.  Father  and 
Mother  [full  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and,  together  with  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  were  among  the  organizers  of  the  first 
Methodist  Pipiscopal  Church  of  Portage  County, 
Ohio.  The  Hull  family  were  natural  musicians, 
and  the  father  was  a  chorister  in  the  church.  He 
was  a  brave  man  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  a  pensioner  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mrs.  Tuttle  was  born  September  7,  1829, 
in  the  old  Portage  County  home. 

For  some  time  after  their  marriage  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  resided  in  Ohio,  but  in 
1854  they  journeyed  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Ionia  County,  upon  a  new  farm  six  miles  south 
of  Ionia.  In  the  fall  of  1855  they  returned  to 
Ohio,  but  three  years  later,  in  the  fall  of  1868, 
came  to  this  county  and,  purchasing  their  pres- 
ent farm,  settled  upon  it  -lanuary  14,  1859.  The 
eighty  aci'cs  were  partially  cleared  and  now  are 
all  under  line  cultivation.  Mr.  Tuttle  built  a 
pleasant  residence  and  added  other  needed  im- 
provements, planting  out  an  orchard  of  a  choice 
vai'iety  of  fruit.  He  does  mixed  farming  and 
profitably  handles  grain  and  stock.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  our  subject  took  out  a  license  as  an 
auctioneer  in  Michigan,  and  in  making  returns  to 
the  Revenue  Collector  was  told  that  he  had  sold 
moi'C  than  twice  as  many  goods  as  any  other  man 
in  the  business.  He  also  taught  two  terms  of 
school. 

.Six  of  the  ten  children  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tuttle  are  now  living.  Emma  A.,  born  Marcli  6. 
18.^2,  the  wife  of  Russell  J.  Rideiiour,  lias  one 
child  and  lives  in  Berrien  County;  Mary  G.  M., 
born  Aijril  6,  1854,  wife  of  F.  J.Ward,  is  the 
mother  of  three  children  and-  resides  in  Berrien 
Springs;  Lafayette,  born  March  28,  1860,  mar- 
ried Alice  Jenkins  and  is  a  citizen  of  Berrien 
County  and  the  father  of  three  children;  Simp- 
son <r.,  born  February  7,  1862,  married  Ida 
Shoudy  and  makes  his  home  in  Pipestone  Town- 
ship; Linneus  ¥.,  born  .Tune  7,  1863, married  Isella 
Hogue  and  lives  in  Oronoko  Township;  Myrtie 
M.,  born  July  4,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Friili/,  and  resides  in  Pipestone  Townshi[>.     The 
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family  attend  tlie  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church, 
mill  Mr.  Tuttle  is  especially  active  in  the  work 
of  tliat  religious  denomination,  lie  was  Sujier- 
int«ndent  of  the  first  Sunday-school  organized  at 
I-^u  Claire,  Mich.,  and,  aside  from  being  Super- 
intundent,  lias  been  a  teacher,  etej'lc  and  Treas- 
urer in  the  Sunday-school.  He  was  also  a  Class- 
Leader  in  the  cliurch.  Oui  subject  is  opposed  to 
secret  organizations  and  never  belonged  to  any. 
He  was  Director  of  the  school  district  when  the 
first  hrick  aehoolhouse  was  bnilt  in  the  county, 
and  has  been  active  in  educational  matters  ever 
since  his  residence  in  the  Stale.  He  gave  his  chil- 
dren ii  good  education,  and  his  eldest  daughter 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  terms. 

For  many  years  our  subject  affiliated  with  the 
Democrats,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist,  and,  an 
active  workei.  is  often  a  delegate  of  the  latter 
party  to  conventions.  Mr.  Tuttle  has  with  elHci- 
ency'  discharged  tlie  duties  of  Constable  of  his 
native  township,  and  was  one  of  the  valued  Su- 
pervisors of  Pipestone  Township  in  1859  and 
1860.  Elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  lie  served  with 
ability  for  a  time  and  Ihen  resigned  the  ortice. 
Recognized  as  a  man  of  executive  ability,  our 
subject  was  Chaiiinan  of  every  meeting  but  one 
lield  to  aid  the  railroad  through  the  township, 
and  has  always  been  foremostin  progressive  move- 
ments of  the  locality.  He  has  been  a  stanch  ad- 
vocate of  the  Prohibition  party  ever  since  the 
third  vote  was  cast  for  it  in  the  county,  and,  a 
citizen  of  decided  views  and  sterling  integrity, 
is  widely  known  for  Ins  upright  diameter  and 
earnest  purpose. 


i^H^i 


EDWARD  L.  CHOMER.  Prominent  among 
the  successful  fruit-growei-s  and  wide-a- 
wake agriculturists  of  Berrien  County,  Ed- 
ward L.  Cromer  takes  foremost  rank.  Like  many 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  county,  he  claims 
New  York  as  his  native  State,  his  birth  occurring 
in  Wayne  County  October  30,  1842.  His  par- 
ents, Van  Ransler  and  Mary  (Hyde)  Cromer,  were 


originally  from  the  Empii-e  State,  the  father's 
birth  occurring  in  1817.  The  grandfather,  Christ 
John  Cromer,  was  also  a  product  of  New  York  soil, 
and  a  Mohawk  Dutchman.  The  latter  came  Ut 
Berrien  County,  Mlcti.,  about  1840,  and  was  among 
the  first  settlei-s.  There  his  death  occurred  in 
1873,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three.  All  liis 
life  he  had  followed  the  carpenter's  Imde. 

VanRansler  Cromor  left  his  native  State  in  1844, 
and  came  West  to  Michigan,  locating  near  St, 
Joseph,  Berrien  County.  From  there  he  moved  to 
Mound  City,  Mo.,  in  1883,  and  there  he  resides  at 
the  present  time.  His  wife  is  still  living,  and  al- 
though seventy-one  years  of  age  is  still  enjoying 
comparatively  good  health.  Of  the  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  four  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters, six  arc  now  living;  Maria,  Edward  L„  Delia, 
George,  Fred  and  Amanda.  The  father  is  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  has  ever  been 
industrious  and  enterprising. 

Tlie  original  of  this  notice,  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  of  the  above-mentioned  children,  was  but 
two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to  Mich-, 
igan,  and  as  a  consequence  all  his  recollections  are 
of  this  State,  His  svholustic  training  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  but  was  rather  lim- 
ited, as  at  an  early  age  he  was  obliged  to  assist  his 
father  on  the  farm.  On  the  I  llh  of  August,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Nineteenth  Michigan 
Infantry,  to  fight  for  his  country,  and  during  the 
battle  of  Spring  Hill,  Tenn.,  in  March,  1863,  he  was 
shot  tlirougji  the  knee  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  almost  a  cripple.  He  was  conveyed  to  a  hos- 
pital at  Nashville,  and  there  remained  for  six 
weeks.  From  Ihei-e  he  was  sent  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
was  in  the  hospital  at  that  place  for  three  months, 
and  on  the  11th  of  July,  1863,  was  discharged. 

Returning  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  he  re- 
mained there  until  1873,  when  he  went  to  .Tack- 
son,  Mich.,  and  hired  out  as  brakeman  on  the 
Michigan  Centj-al  Railroad,  running  from  .laekson 
to  Michigan  City.  After  following  that  business 
for  one  year  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Berrien 
County,  and  here  he  lias  since  resided.  He  is  en- 
terprising and  progressive,  and  in  everything  re- 
lating to  farming  and  fruit-gi'owing  is  well  ^wsted. 
His   farm  of  twenty  acres  is  situated  four  and  a- 
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lialf  miles  south  of  SI.  Josepli,  and  is  one  of  tlie 
hest  ki!|>t,  and  best  improved  places  in  thai  section: 
Kvorj'Uiing  about  it  is  neat  and  attractive  and 
sliOB's  the  owner  to  \te  :i  man  of  judgment  and 
sound  sense. 

On  tlie  8tli  of  October,  1870,  Mr.  Cromer  was 
married  to  Miss  Ida  Adelaide  Pliilebare,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  two  uliildren,  Coi-a  M.,  wife 
of  Tliomas  King,  mid  Joseptiine  H.,  were  the  fruits 
of  tliis  union.  Mr.  Cromer  is  a  [>opular  and  in- 
fluential citizen,  and  has  lield  nnnicroiis  local 
offices,  l)aving  been  Drain  Conunissi<inertwoj'eai-s, 
Towuisliil)  Treasurer  two  years,  Townsliip  Clerk 
two  years,  and  lie  is  now  serving  bis  fourth  jear  as 
(Supervisor.  lie  was  formerly  a  Itepnblicau  in 
(Hilitics,  but  sin™  <ien.  (Iriint's  first  term  lie  has 
been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democi'atic  prin- 
ciples. His  parents  are  members  of  the  Metliodist 
Kpiscopal  Church,  but  although  a  liberal  contrihu- 
tiir  to  all  worthy  enterprises,  Mr.  Cromer  is  not  a 
member  of  any  church.  Ills  great-granilfallier 
«'iis  :i  soldiei'  in  the  Ifevolutionary  War. 


jL-^  OUACK  TAHOIi,  in  IH'Jl  and  18!)2  Treas- 
iTjJ,  urer  of  -Sodus  Township,  Berrien  County, 
If^j^  Mich.,  is  a  leading  agriculturist  and  an  en- 
(^)  ergctic  and  enterprising  citizen,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  the  growth  and  progress  of  the 
county  in  which  lie  was  ijorn,  December  8,  1848. 
The  birthplace  of  oursubject  was  IJainbridge  Town- 
ship, where,  in  the  very  earl^y  days  in  the  history 
of  the  State,  liis  father,  Wallace  Tabor,  had  located, 
and  for  many  yeai«  cultivated  the  land  of  the 
well-known  Tabor  homestead.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents reared  their  family  in  the  Kmpire  State 
and  werfe  numbered  among  the  prominent  residents 
and  agriculturists  of  Onondaga  County,  in  which 
part  of  New  York  their  son  Wallace  was  born. 
An  earnest  and  self-reliant  youth,  full  of  hope  and 
'  courage,  he  journeyed  to  Michigan  when  only  a 
mere  boy,  and  was  not  eighteen  yeai-s  old  when  he 
received  employment  in  t'hicago,  whei-e  he  worked 
in  a  brickyard  and  assisted   in   manufacturing  th« 


biitk  foi  the  fiist  buck  hotel  erected  in  that  city. 
He  latci  made  Ins  itennineiit  home  m  Michigan 
and  was  a  leader  imong  the  sturdy  pioneers  of 
183^,  throuffh  whose  earnest  effoits  the  State 
has  so  rapidly  advanced  to  a  proud  position  among 
ita  sister  States. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  .lulia  (McKeyes)  Ta- 
bor, WHS  a  woman  of  high  wortii  and  noble  char- 
acter, and  was  the  daughter  of  Samue!  and  Har- 
riet McKeyes,  New  England  people  and  early  set- 
tlers of  Berrien  County.  'I'lie  fatlier  and  mother 
were  married  in  Micliigau,  and  here  reared  their 
family,  of  whom  our  subject,  Horace,  was  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  When  live  yeai-s  of  age  his  par- 
ents removed  toSodusTowuahip,  where  he  attended 
the  common  school  and  obtained  his  primary  edu- 
cation. He  worked  on  the  farm  for  liis  father 
from  boyhood,  and  in  the  fall  of  1869,  shortly  be- 
fore itttaining  his  majority. entered  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and  enjoyed  the 
benefltof  instruction  thvouglioutthefalland  winter 
terms  of  1869,  1870  and  1871.  After  completing 
his  studies,  Mr.  Tabor  returned  home  and  taught 
school  for  three  terras  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, and  also  taught  one  term  in  Berrien  Town- 
ship, lietwuen  the  terms  of  school  he  assisted 
upon  the  farm  and  passed  a  life  of  busy  industry. 
In  1874  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  other  tracts  from  time  to  time, 
industriously  bringing  the  entire  acreage  up  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Tabor  also  owns  in 
llpestone  Township  one  hundred  and    five  acres. 

One  hundred  and  forty-flvc  acres  of  the  farm 
are  most  delightfully  located, commandinga  beau- 
tiful view,  and  are  finely  improved  with  substan- 
tial find  attractive  buildings,  among  the  best  in 
the  county.  February  I'i,  187»,  Horace  Tabor 
and  Miss  Maggie  Morton  were  united  in  marriage, 
Mre.  Tabor  was  the  daughter  of  Silas  and  Deborah 
MorKm,  natives  of  Canada,  who  made  their  home 
in  Michigan  in  1870.  They  were  highly  esteemed 
liy  all  who  knew  Ibem  and  passed  to  their  rest 
mourned  by  many  friends.  Four  children  have 
been  born  unto  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wifi.'. 
One  died  in  infancy;  Koseoe,  I,ydia  and  Walter 
survive  and  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tabor  are  botli   valued  members  of  the 
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Metliudist  Kpisco|)ftl  Church,  and  are  active  in 
good  work.  P'rateniftUy,  our  subject  is  connecteii 
with  the  National  Providence  Union.  Politically, 
lie  is  a  Repuhlican,  and  has  held  with  able  effi- 
ciency the  oHicea  of  Town  Clerk  and  TreaBurev, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tabor  are  prominently  associated  in 
the  social  and  religious  enterprises  of  their  local- 
ity, and  enjoy    the    regard   of  a  host  of    friends. 


/jf^]K<)ROE  LI'THKU,  an  energetic  citizen  and 
(/[  j,_  a  long-time  resident  of  tlie  State  of  Mich- 
'^^j!  igan,  ia  now  a  successful  genei-al  agricul- 
turist and  stock-iaisev  of  Weeaaw  Township,  Ber- 
rien County.  A  native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Luthei 
has  by  self-reliant  industry  won  his  upward  way 
in  life,  and,  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  commands 
the  esteem  of  the  community  in  whose  public 
work  be  shares,  ever  generously  aidinjf  in  all 
matters  of  mutual  welfare.  The  parents  of  our 
subject,  George  Adam  and  Anna  Barbara  (Ceiller) 
Lutlier,  were  also  natives  of  the  Falberland,as  had 
been  numerous  generations  of  their  forefathers. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Mathias  Ceiller,  was 
an  honest  and  hard-working  man,  faithful  to  his 
duties  as  a  husband,  father  and  citizen  of  the 
German  Empire.  The  parents  spent  their  en- 
tire lives  in  their  native  land  and  reared  their 
children  up  to  habits  of  thrifty  industry.  The 
humble  home  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  who  attended  the  free 
school.'^  of  Germany  and  gained  a  common-school 
education  in  the  practical  branches  of  study.  As 
the  children  grew  up  to  mature  yeare  the  sons  as- 
sisted the  father,  while  the  daughters  were  trained 
in  the  ways  of  the  household. 

George,  our  subject  and  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  bovn  August  28,  1836,  and  had  attained 
to  manhood  some  years  before  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica. From  his  childhood  he  had  looked  upon  the 
world  beyond  the  sea  as  a  land  of  promise,  and 
reali:?ed  the  greater  advantages   enjoyed    by  the  i 


citizens  of  a  republic.  Delayed,  however,  by  one 
circumstance  and  anotlier,  Mr.  Luther  had  re.aclied 
his  twenty-eighth  year  before  he  embarked  for 
the  United  States,  tie  had  in  the  mean  time,  as  was 
the  custom  of  the  country,  served  in  the  Prussian 
army  as  a  soldier,  and  after  six  years  of  serv  ice  was 
discharged.  It  was  only  a  brief  time  after  this 
that  he  bade  adieu  to  his  family  and  friends,  and, 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  landed  safely  in  1864  in 
New  York.  From  tlic  great  metropolis  our  sub- 
ject soon  found  his  way  to  Michigan  and  located 
in  Niles,  where  he  obtained  immediate  employ- 
ment as  a  laborer  upon  the  railroad.  For  twelve 
years  he  continued  a  resident  of  thisfmrt  of  Ber- 
rien County,  and,  as  he  prospered,  invested  in 
town  property  in  Niles  and  made  for  himself  a 
pleasant  home. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.Luthcr,in  1864,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Christina  Urban,  a  native 
of  Germany  and  a  most  estimable  woman.  Three 
manly  sons  have  brightened  the  home  and  glad- 
dened the  hearts  of  the  parents:  Frederick,  George 
C.  and  William  August.  Our  subject  and  his 
good  wife  are  worthy  members  of  a  church-  in 
Galicn  Township,  and  were  connected  with  the 
parish  of  St.  John,  in  Niles.  They  have  brought 
up  their  family  to  the  observance  of  religious  du- 
ties, and,  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  acquire 
an  education,  have  well  fitted  them  for  the  battle 
of  life. 

In  1876  Mr.  Luther  decided  to  engage  in  farm- 
ing and  traded  his  town  property  for  forty  acres 
in  the  woods  of  Berrien  County.  In  a  brief  time, 
however,  the  land  presented  a  changed  appear- 
ance, and  with  forty  additional  acres  all  cleared 
of  the  heavy  timber,  the  eighty-acre  homestead, 
brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  productiveness  and 
ftnely  improved  with  excellent  and  commodious 
buildings,  is  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  farming 
property  in  this  part  of  Berrien  County,  and  ie 
located  four  and  a-half  miles  northwest  of  Galien. 
Mr.  Luther  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  politically  is  a  Re- 
publican, casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Ijncoln.  While  never  aspiring  to  po- 
litical office,  our  subject  is  intelligently  posted  on 
all  issues  of  the  day,  local  and   national.     Bring- 
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ing  to  his  adopted  country  the  sterling  character- 
istics of  enterprise,  energy  and  tlirifty  industry, 
lie  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  trite  American 
citizen. 


i^Se-^-f^S^^i 


\jpT#HANKLIN  (;OWDY,  a  leading  citizen  and 
I'l^K))  prominent  general  agriculturist  and  fruit- 
;il  grower  of  New  Buffalo  Township,  Berrien 

Connty,  Mich.,  is  well  known  and  higlij^y  esteemed, 
and  has  occupied  with  distinction  most  of  the 
township  offices,  ever  giving  to  public  duty  the 
faithfnl  consideration  demanded,  and  discharging 
every  trust  reposed  in  him  with  able  elliciency. 
Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  V., 
and  was  born  on  March  5,  1831.  His  parents, 
Kiam  and  Lucy  (Stroud)  Gowdy,  were  long-time 
residents  of  the  Empire  Stale,  but  the  father,  a 
native  New  Englander,  was  horn  in  Connecticut, 
October  20,  1788. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Gowdy,  was 
also  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1760,  He  was  an  elo- 
quent Baptist  divine,  and  served  bravely  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  .'Surviving 
to  reach  his  ninety-fourth  year,  he  died  at  the  resi- 
dence of  his  son  Elam  in  18.')4,  in  Batavia,  Kane 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  passed  the  latter  years 
of  his  life,  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  father  and 
mother  of  out  subject,  Elam  Gowdy  was  a  man  of 
energy  and  enterprise.  Discerning  the  larger  op- 
portunites  of  the  West,  lie  removed  from  New  York 
to  Illinois  in  1852  and  settled  in  Kane  County, 
which   he  made  his  home  for  a  period  of  twelve 

In  1864,  Mr.  Gowdy  caine  to  Michigan,  then  a 
venerable  man,  and  three  years  later,  in  1870,  pass- 
ed away,  aged  eighty-two  years.  His  good  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Vermont  August  19,  1798,  sur- 
vived her  beloved  husband  and  companion  five 
years  and  died  in  Berrien  County  in  1875,  Elam 
and  Lucy  Gowdy  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Franklin  was  the  seventh  in 
order  of  birth.  Reared  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
he  gained  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
43 


his  birthplace,  and  later  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Illinois,  remaining  with  his  father  and  mother 
until  1862,  when  with  his  family  he  settled  in  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  the  State 
of  New  York  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Millard,  a  native 
6f  Allegany  County.  The  wedding  took  place 
October  5,  1856,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's 
parents,  William  C.  and  Polly  (Ripeubark)  Millard, 
The  father  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Gowdy  were  well- 
known  and  highly  esteemed  residents  of  Allegany 
County  and  were  of  English  and  Welsh  ancestry. 
Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  grand  fa  there  were 
men  of  note.  Grandfather  Ripenbark  fought 
with  gallant  courage  in  the  War  of  1812,  while 
Great-grand  father  Sears  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  The  union  of  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight 
children,  live  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows: 
Luna  G.,  the  wife  of  .lohn  B.  Streed,  an  attorney  in 
Cambridge,  111.;  Frank  M.,  a  successful  physician 
in  New  Buffalo;  Herbert  W.  B.;  Mary  Elnora;  and 
Bessie.  The  deceased  weie,  Elizabeth,  Cora  and 
Lillie. 

The  maternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
.John  Stroud,  was  a  man  of  great  strength  of  char 
acler  and  steadfast  resolution.  He  served  with 
Washington  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and 
afterward  made  his  home  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  where  the  matei-nal  grandfather,  .lohn  Stroud, 
Jr.,  was  born,  and  at  a  good  old  age  died.  The 
Strouds  were  people  of  position  in  New  England, 
and  some  of  the  mother's  family  were  members  of 
the  Legislature,  One  of  the  sons  of  Grandfather 
Stroud  was  born,  reared,  and  died  at  the  good  old 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  upon  the  same  farm,  hav- 
ing spent  his  four-score  years  and  five  without  o 
single  removal  from  the  homestead.  Tlie  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  devout  membei-s  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  but  two  of  the  great-uncles  of  Mr, 
Gowdy,  brothersof  the  paternal  grandfather,  were 
ministers,  preaching  in    the    Univerealist   Church. 

Since  1862,  Franklin  Gowdy,  with  his  family, 
has  made  his  home  in  Berrien  County,  but  for  some 
time  previous  resided  in  Chikaming  Township,  and 
there  engaged  in  gettingout  wood  and  lumber  and 
shipping  the  same  to  the  Chicago   market.    Our 
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subject  with  a  brother,  J.  F.  Gowdy,  and  several 
olliei's  built  a  lai'ge  pier  on  Ijake  Michigan  to  fa- 
cilitate the  handling  and  shipping  tiie  pi-odjcts  of 
the  woods.  In  about  186],  Mr.  Gowdy  purchased 
tlie  land  he  now  owns  for  the  timber,  and  built  a 
sawmill,  which  he  operated  for  several  years. 
After  his  land  was  fully  cleared  he  turned  his  at- 
tention entirely  to  the  cultui-e  of  fruit  and  the 
tilling  Of  the  soil.  Beginning  in  1861  with  the 
purchase  of  forty  acres,  he  added  one  piece  after 
another,  until  he  now  has  a  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  lirougbt  up  to  a  high  state  of  pro- 
ductiveness, and  improved  with  an  attractive  resi- 
dence, commodious  barns  and  sheds.  The  valuable 
homestead,  tliree  miles  northeast  of  New  BiiEFalo, 
has  been  the  constant  residence  of  Mr.  Gowdy 
since  1863,  and  daring  this  period  of  thirty  years 
he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  best  interests  of  the  township. 

Politically  a  stalwart  Rcpuhlican.  our  subject 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Fremont  and  has 
ever  been  faithful  to  the  principles  of  the  "Party 
of  Reform."  Taking  an  active  part  in  local  issues, 
Mr.  Gowdy  lias  held  with  executive  ability  the 
official  positions  of  Justice  o(  the  Peace,  Clerk  of 
Chikaming  Town8hip,and  has  served  eftlciently  as 
Supervisor,  Treasurer  and  Highway  Commissioner 
of  the  township  of  New  Buffalo.  Straiglilfor- 
ward,  energetic  and  enterprising,  he  is  a  liberal- 
spirited  citizen,  and  possesses  the  high  regard  of  a 
host  of  friends. 


jlE„,  >NRY  THOMPSON.  This  early  pioneer 
PjV  and  most  prominent  and  substantial  citizen 
ifc^^  of  Mason  Township.  Cass  County,  Mich., 
i^"  waw  born  near  Coventry,  in  Orleans  Coun- 
ty, Vt,  Decemher  16,  I8I8.  and  was  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  eight  children  born  to  .Samuel  and  Lucy 
(Woodbridge)  Thompson.  Samuel  Thompson  was 
born  near. Troy.  N,  Y.,  in  1 782,  and  was  the  son  of 
James  Thompson,  who  was  horn  on  the  ocean, 
when  his  parents  came  from  I'ngland  to  this  coun- 
try.   The  latter's  father  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth, 


but  went  to  Kngland,  where  he  married  an  Eng- 
lish lady.  Later  he  started  for  the  United  States, 
and  after  reaching  this  country  settled  nearTroy, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  grew 
to  mature  years.  The  latter  was  a  sliarpshoot^r 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  served  for 
moi-e  than  seven  years,  taking  part  in  many  of  the 
principal  engagements.  He  lived  to  be  over  ninety 
yean  of  age,  and  died  in  Kentucky  at  the  home 
of  one  of  his  sons.  Our  subject  lias  in  his  pos- 
session a  i-elic  given  liim  by  his  grandfather,  and 
this  he  prizes  very  highly.  It  is  in  the  shape  of 
a  17  pastelward  bill,  called  Continental  money, 
issued  by  act  of  Congress  and  dated  at  Piiiladel- 
phift  May  20,  1777,  payable  in  gold  or  silver,  and 
was  given  to  Ins  grandfather  in  part  [Kiyment 
for  his  services  during  the  war. 

Samuel  Thompson,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  eldestof  a  family  of  ten  children,  and  in  early 
life  was  a  school  teacher.  He  went  to  Vermont 
from  New  York  State  with  two  of  his  sisters, 
Lydia  and  Polly,  and  there  made  a  permanent  set- 
tlement. He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
At  Vergennes,  Vt.,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
Woodbridge.  a  daughter  of  William  VVoo<fbridge, 
who  was  a  descendant  of  a  prominent  New  York 
State  family  and  of  good  old  Revolutionary  stock. 
He  was  born  at  Sladrid,  that  State,  The  brothei-s 
and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  as  follows:  Har- 
riet, who  is  a  widow  residing  at  Adamsville,  Cass 
County,  and  who  was  ninety  years  of  age  Septem- 
ber 22,  1893;  Martha,  deceased;  Samuel,  who  went 
to  Texas  in  1838,  and  that  was  the  last  ever  heard 
from  him;  Ransom  N.,  who  resides  in  Missouri; 
Cyreno  W.,  who  resides  in  Iowa;  and  Lucy  A,, 
who  married  Fber  Monroe,  wlio  died  in  Lake  City, 
Iowa.     She  has  never  remarried. 

Henry  Thompson,  of  whom  we  write,  i)assed 
his  youthful  days  on  his  father's  farm  in  Ver- 
mont, and  received  but  the  backwoods  education 
of  those  parts,  Wlien  twenty  years  of  age  the 
great  West  tempted  him  in  that  direction,  and 
alone,  and  without  means,  he  turned  his  face 
towards  the  setting  sun.  His  health  was  not  of 
the  best,  but  he  was  possessed  of  an  unlimited 
amount  nf  energy  and  detojmination.  and  ho  went 
to  work  at   whatever    honorable    employment  he 
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could  find  He  landed  in  Michigan  and  found 
employ ment  in  a  Qouimill  at  Adamaville,  witli 
the   him  of  Sage  a.  Sons,     Shortly  afterward    lie 

was  tiken  iick  and  foi  eight  months  lay  at  the 
point  of  deith  He  boarded  with  a  deacon  of 
the  Baptist  Chinch  and  when  he  recovered  he 
was  owing  the  laltei  a  small  amount  that  he 
could  not  pay  until  he  had  earned  it.  This  did 
not  satisfy  the  good  old  deacon,  who  took  his 
trunk  and  all  his  clothing  except  those  he  wore, 
and  sold  them  at  auction.  George  Kedfleld,  one 
iif  the  wealthy  citizens  of  the  locality  and  later 
Secretary  of  State  and  State  Treasiirei',  also  Rep- 
i-esentative  from  this  State  and  Stale  Senator, 
liought  the  clothing  and  returned  tliem  to  young 
Thompson.  This  naturally  made  a  warm  spot  in 
our  subject's  heart  for  George  Kcdiieid,  but  he 
has  never  had  much  affection  for  deacons  since 
then.  For  six  years  lie  worked  in  the  mill,  and 
while  thus  engaged  bought  eighty  acres  of  land, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  his  large  estate.  After 
leaving  the  employ  of  Sage  &  Sons  he  bought  a 
half-interest  in  the  Redfield  Mill,  at  Redfleld, 
owned  by  his  foimer  benefactor,  and  for  the  next 
six  yeai-s  was  in  the  milling  business  with  him. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  sold  his  inter- 
est and  retired  to  the  farm  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided,  and  where  he  has  accumulated  a  handsome 
competence. 

In  February,  1848,  our  subject  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Holmes,  a  native  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
She  died  in  1860,  leaving  seven  children,  three 
sons  and  four  daughtera.  Harriet  married  Will- 
iam Everett,  and  later  went  to  Kansas,  where 
she  died,  leaving  one  child.  Lewis  C,  a  farmer, 
married  Martha  Bement,  and  has  two  children. 
Charles  married  Cynthia  E.  Bishop,  who  bore 
him  two  children,  Verna  and  Edna.  He  resides 
with  his  father  and  looks  after  his  extensive  in- 
terests. Alice,  for  many  yeare  a  teaclier  in  the 
public  schools,  married  M.  A.  Olds  and  resides  on 
a  farm  in  Mason  Township.  She  is  tlie  mother  of 
two  children,  Henry  and  Carlton.  Delia  married 
a  Mr.  Murry  and  resides  in  .San  Fiancisco,  Cal. 
Wilbur  ,1.  married  a  Miss  McLean  and  is  a  teacher 
in  the  High  School  of  Neola,  Iowa;  and  Jessie 
Is  single  and  resides  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.    These 


children  are  all  well-informed  men  and  women, 
and  Mr,  Thompson  has  every  right  to  be  proud 
of  them. 

All  his  early  life  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  hard- 
working man,  but  of  late  years  he  has  done  but 
little,  trusting  to  his  son  Charles  to  manage  his 
affairs.  He  has  spent  considci-abte  time  in  travel, 
and  has  made  a  number  of  trips  to  Califor- 
nia, In  politics  he  has  ever  been  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  is  ever  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
party.  While  he  did  not  enter  the  army,  he  con- 
tributed liberally  of  his  means  to  all  worthy  en- 
terprises at  that  time,  and  probably  accomplished 
as  much  good  as  though  he  had  enlisted.  He  has 
held  the  oilice  of  Justice  of  the  JPeace  for  many 
years,  was  Supervisor  of  his  township  for  seven 
yeai-s,  and,  in  fact,  he  has  held  about  all  the  offices 
of  the  township.  He  has  never  drank  a  drop  of 
liquor  in  his  life  and  has  never  used  tobacco  in 
any  form.  To  such  men  as  Mr.  Thompson  are 
due  the  progress  and  improvement  of  the  great 
West,  and  to  them  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude 
that  can  never  be  repaid.  May  the  sunset  of  his 
life  be  happy  and  contented.  About  1848  his 
parents  came  from  Vermont,  and  they  made  their 
home  with  their  children  until  their  deaths,  his 
1861,  and  hers  in  1854. 


JEROME  WOOD,  Several  yeai-s  have  passed 
since  all  that  was  mortal  of  this  welUknown 
citizen  of  Cass  County  was  laid  to  rest  in 
,,_^  the  Summerville  Cemetery,  But,  though 
the  "workman  dies,  his  work  lives  on,"  and  this 
is  true  in  a  peculiar  manner  of  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice,  who  was  for  many  yeai-s 
prominently  identified  with  the  farming  interests 
of  Howard  Township,  Cass  County.  Jerome  Wood 
was  born  in  New  York,  near  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
February  16,  1825.  His  father,  Simon  D.,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State,  was  a  merchant  and  clo- 
thier in  Buffalo  and  a  mfin  of  jirominence  and  influ- 
ence in  that  place.     First  as  a  Whig  and  lateraa  a 
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Republican,  lie  took  a  iirominent  part  in  public 
inattei-s  and  hold  many  ofticea  of  trust  and  honor. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Salina  Herrington,  and  was  born  at  Coop- 
erstown,  OUego  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  woman 
of  noble  character,  and  trained  her  children,  of 
whom  there  were  four  daughters  and  five  sons,  to 
habits  ot  industry  and  probity,  qualifying  them 
for  positions  of  usefulness  in  the  business  and  so- 
cial world.  Our  subject  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  place  until  the 
age  of  thirteen,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  in 
coni|mny  with  his  parents.  His  occupation 
throughout  life  was  principally  that  of  an  agricul- 
turist, although  for  a  time  he  was  in  the  clothing 
business  with  his  father. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wood  located  in  Frniric 
Konde  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he 
engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  for  seven  yeai's. 
Thence  he  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  but  shortly 
afterward,  in  1852,  came  to  Coss  County,  For 
fourteen  years  he  resided  in  Silver  Creek  Town- 
ship, whence  in  1866  he  removed  to  Howard  Town- 
ship and  settled  on  section  6,  where  his  widow  still 
makes  her  home.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican 
and  was  an  active  member  of  tlie  Grange.  From 
the  age  of  twenty-one  yeai-s  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Kpiscoiial  Church,  in  which  he  held  the 
offices  of  Steward  and  Trustee  and  other  import- 
ant i>ositions.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  Trustee 
of  the  Crystal  Spring  Camp  Ground,  in  whicli  )ie 
took  a  deep  and  abiding  interest.  A  sincere  Christ- 
ian, he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  associated,  and  his  word  was  commonly  said  to 
be  as  good  as  his  Jiote.  His  death  occurred  Janu- 
ary 4,  1888,  and  when  a  few  days  afterward  the 
last  services  were  held  over  his  mortal  remains, 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  citizens  that  one  of  the 
noblest  men  of  the  community  had  been  removed 
from  among  his  associates  and  friends. 

This  sketch  would  be  very  incomplete  were  no 
mention  made  of  her  who  through  sorrows  as  well 
as  Joys,  through  adversity  and  prosperity,  sick- 
ness and  health,  was  ever  the  cherished  compan- 
ion and  devoted  helpmate  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  who 
now  survives  to  mourn  his  loss.  lantha  Cory,  as 
she  was  known    in    maidenhood,  was  born  in  the 


town  of  SpringlleJd,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  August 
20,  1828,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Cory,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  At  the  age  of 
about  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Cory  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Otsego  County,  N,  Y.,  where  lie  set- 
tled in  Springfield.  He  served  as  Captain  in  the 
militia,  and  in  that  way  gained  the  title  by  wliicli 
he  was  familiarly  known.  The  jiat^rnal  grand- 
father of  Mrs,  Wood,  Itenjamin  Cory,  was  of 
English  descent,  and  traced  his  lineage  to  one  of 
three  brothei-s  who  cnme  to  America  in  the  "May- 
flower," Grandfather  Cory  served  with  distin- 
guished valor  in  both  the  Revolutionary  Warand 
the  War  of  1812,  and  Capt,  Cory  was  also  a  par- 
ticipant in  the  latter  conllict. 

The  niother  of  Mrs.  Wood  b(>re  the  maiden  name 
I  of  Rachel  Mallory,  and  was  born  in  Rcnningtoii, 
I  Vt.,  whence  at  tlie  age  of  eleven  years  she  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  Springfield,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  grew  to  womanhood  and  married.  In  1841 
I  she  and  her  husband  removed  to  St.  Joseph  Coun- 
i  ty,  Mich.,  and  for  a  time  resided  on  a  farm  tliere, 
I  but  later  removed  to  Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass 
'■  County,  where  they  passed  away,  the  father  at  the 
I  age  of  eiglity-ninc,  and  the  mother  when  ninety- 
I  three  yeai^s  old.  They  were  the  (larents  of  five 
'_  daughters  and  seven  sons,  all  of  whom  reached 
:  mature  years  with  the  exception  of  one  sun,  who 
.  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  At  the  present 
,  time  (1893)  only  four  survive,  as  follows:  Mrs. 
I  Frost,  who  is  now  eighty-three;  Galerd,  sixty  years 
!  old;  Warren,  who  is  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  and 
Mrs.  Wood. 

The  eightlj  in  order  of  birth  in  her  father's 
1  family,  lantha  Cory  gained  the  rudiments  of  her 
:  education  in  Springfield,  N.  Y.,  where,  in  company 
[  with  seven  of  her  brothei-s  and  sisters,  she  attended 
I  school.  After  coming  to  Michigan,  she  walked 
I  five  miles  each  day  to  and  from  school  and  thus, 
'  amid  many  discouraging  surroundings,  she  ac- 
I  quired  her  education.  Subsequent  reading  has 
I  since  bi-oadened  her  knowledge,  and  she  is  a  wo- 
.  man  of  unusual  intelligence  and  information  upon 
!  a  wide  range  of  subjects.  She  is  the  mother  of 
'  six  children:  William  S.,  Adelbe^'t  C,  Lucius  K,, 
I  Edwin  D„  .Samuel  I.,  and  Biva  R.,  th**  latter  being. 
Mrs.  W,  I),  ^■orton,  of  I'okajj.nn'rowiis^p, 
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The  estate  of  our  aniiject  is  now  the  property  of 
Mrs,  Wood,  and  consists  of  two  hniidred  and 
twenty-eight  acres  of  finely  improved  land.  Slie 
possesses  a  rare  capacity  for  business  and  a  keen 
perception  and  discriminating  judgment,  which 
enable  her  to  manage  her  farm  successfully. 
Since  siie  w.is  fifteen,  slie  has  been  n  member  of 
the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  always 
been  active  and  efflcient  in  c-hiireh  work.  When 
only  seventeen  years  old,  it  was  her  custom  to 
walk  live  miles  to  the  church,  where  she  led  tlic 
singing.  In  her  girlhood  days  religious  services 
were  often  held  in  her  father's  house,  and  for  four 
years  after  her  marriajfo  meetings  were  freijuently 
held  in  her  home. 


,|l_^  ENUY  B.  IIICKS,  iui  ahle  farmer  and  proni- 
Kj\-  ineiit  man,  and  for  four  years  an  e(Hcient 
■^^  Supervisor  of  Milton  Township,  now  re- 
(i^  sides  upon  section  31,  Jefferson  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Our  subject  has  passed  his 
entire  life  in  Cass  County,  and  was  l>orn  in  Milton 
Township  October  IS,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Rich- 
ard V.  and  Catherine  E.  (Ullery)  Hicks.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Ilieks,  was  a  native 
of  Cornwall,  Kngland.  His  good  wife  was  Caro- 
line Perry.  Urandfather  Hicks  was  a  military  man, 
.ind  spent  his  entire  life  in  England.  His  children 
were  William,  who  died  in  Cass  County,  Mich., 
leaving  a  wife  and  several  childien;  Henry,  who 
after  coming  to  America  fell  from  a  vessel  and  was 
drowned;  John,  who  was  killed  while  raisinga  log 
house  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio;  Rieliard  I'crry,  who 
died  in  Michigan;  and  Susanah.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  November 
17,  18l!t.  He  emigrated  with  his  brother  Edward 
to  the  United  Statea  and  visited  his  brother  Will- 
iam in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  1837.  He  made 
his  home  for  a  time  in  Ohio,  but  finally  settled 
in  184.^  in  Milton  Township,  upon  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  improvement. 


Richard  Hicks  is  an  energetic  man  and  has  ac- 
cumulated a  large  property,  increasing  his  acres  to 
seven  hundred  and  fifty,  and  he  also  owns  valualile 
village  lots.  As  Supervisor  of  the  township  and 
as  .luslice  of  the  Peace  he  has  given  valuable 
service  to  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  is  esteemed  a 
liberal  and  progressive  citizen.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Democrat,  and  is  broad  and  tolerant  in  his  Ve- 
ligious  views.  P'raternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Vree  &,  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. The  nine  children  of  his  household  were 
John  P.,  Henry  B.,  Richard  J.,  Caroline  E.,  Sarah 
.1.,  William  S.,  Katie  M.  (of  Shelby  County,  Ohio), 
Mary  A.  and  Oran  V.  The  mother  of  oar  sub- 
ject, a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  UUery,  a  substantial  farmer,  who  died  in 
Shelby  County,  Ohio.  The  four  sons  of  Jacob 
UUery  were  John,  Samuel,  Jacob  and  George. 
The  daughters  were  five  in  number.  Mr.  [Illerv 
was  a  member  of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  and 
the  family  was  reared  in  the  observance  of  the 
Dunkard  faith. 

Our  subject,  Henry  B.  Hicks,  received  his  school- 
ing in  the  home  district,  and  began  for  himself 
by  working  on  shai-es  on  the  old  homestead.  The 
tii-st  farm  he  owned  was  ninety  acres  in  Niles 
Township,  Berrien  County.  This  land  he  par- 
tially improved,  but  sold  it  in  1880,  then  pur- 
chasing the  one  hundred  afid  sixty  acies  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  successfully  made  liis  way 
in  life,  and  during  his  four  years  of  public  work 
as  Supervisor  materially  assisted  in  the  advance- 
ment of  local  improvements.  He  removed  to  his 
present  location  March  11,  1891.  Mr.  Hicks  is 
active  in  politics,  and  is  fraternally  associated  with 
the  Ancient  Fi'ee  &  Accepted  Masons. 

February  10,  1891,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Kate  L.  Miller,  born  in  Milton 
Township,  and  a  daughter  of  An  tone  and  EHza- 
belh  (Herald)  Miller.  An  tone  Miller  was  born  June 
16,  1821,  in  liavensberg,  Wurtemberg,  Germany. 
He  had  one  brother  and  two  sistei-s,  all  of  whom 
passed  away  in  Germany.  Antone,  surviving,  de- 
cided to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,  and  went 
to  Niles,  Mich.,  in  1853.  He  was  by  trade  a  ma- 
son, but  has  spent  the  greater   part  of  his   life   in 
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farming.  In  religious  aftilifltioii  lie  is  a  Homan 
Catholic.  His  wife  was  born  in  Sliifferstadt,  Ba- 
varia, September  26,  1854.  She  is  adaiijfhtev  of 
Josepli  and  Margaret  Herald.  Her  father  was  a 
cabinet-maker  and  died  in  Germany.  His  widow 
then  crossed  the  bi-oad  Atlantic  to  America,  where 
her  two  sons  and  two  daughters  made  their  home. 
Josejih  Miller,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Mi-s. 
Hicks,  was  a  liveryman  in  Germany.  The  pleas- 
ant home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Hazel  A.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  have  a  large  cireic  of 
friends,  and  occupj'  a  position  of  useful  influence. 
Mr.  Hicks  is  interested  in  all  matters  of  public 
welfare  and  is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  local  enter- 
prises. 


y 


ILLIAM  KINNEY.     A  noble  class  of  men 
has  built  up  the    a{{ricnltural  interests  of 
Oronoko  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
d  has  made  it  a  garden  spot  of  the  great  com- 


monwealth of  the  State. 
Iwen  active  and  efficient 
stands  at  the  head  of  thi 
identified  with  the  farmii 
ty  for  many  years,  and  i 
conducted  himself  in  an 


Among  those  who  have 
n   the  work    is    he  who 

sketch.  He  has  been 
r  interests  of  the  coun- 

every  walk  of  life  has 
honorable,  upright 


ner.  His  fine  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  27 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  agricultural  spots  of 
the  district,  being  conspicuous  for  the  manage- 
ment that,  while  making  it  neat  and  attractive, 
still  shows  prudence  and  economy. 

Mr.  Kinney  was  horn  in  Lancashire,  England, 
to  the  marriage  of  James  and  Ann  (Corlett)  Kin- 
ney, the  latter  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  The 
parents  were  married  in  England  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  butcher's  trade,  which  ttie  father  car- 
ried on  successfnilj'  in  his  native  country  (Eng- 
land), he  was  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  that  country  both  passed  the  closing  scenes  of 
their  lives.  Of  the  five  children  born  to  them, 
three  are  now  living,  and  all  in  America.  Our 
subject,  the  eldest,  first  saw  the  light  of  day  Octo- 


ber 10,  1837,  and  in  1848,  when  eleven  years  of 
age,  he  came  across  the  ocean  with  an  uncle  and 
settled  with  the  latter  in  Lucas  County,  Oliio, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time.  He  then  went 
to  another  uncle  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  remained 
with  him  for  five  yeare,  in  tiie  meantime  learning 
his  trade  of  a  mason  in  all  its  branches,  finishing 
with  John  P.  Boice,  of  that  city,  at  the  end  of 
four  yeai'S. 

In  1856  Mr.  Kinney  came  to  Michigan,  hut  pre- 
vious to  this  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  South 
Bend  and  New  Carlisle,  Ind.  After  reaching 
Michigan  he  made  his  way  to  Buchanan,  Berrien 
County,  and  worked  on  tlic  first  brick  house  ever 
erected  there.  He  made  a  permanent  settlement 
in  that  town  in  1858,  making  his  home  there  un- 
til 187!J,  when  he  moved  onto  his  present  farm. 
He  first  settled  on  forty  acres  of  partially  im- 
proved timber-land,  and  to  this  he  has  since  added 
another  forty,  making  eighty  acres  of  excellent 
land,  all  under  cultivation.  This  is  the  result  of 
hard  work  and  perseverance  on  his  part.  In  1892 
he  built  his  fine  residence  at  a  cost  of  $2,000,  and 
now  has  a  charming  rural  home.  In  connection 
with  farming  he  also  carries  on  his  trade,  and 
makes  a  success  of  both,  notwithstanding  the  old 
saying  that  a  person  cannot  do  two  things  at  once 
and  do  them  well. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1864,  Mr.  Kinney  mar- 
ried Miss  Kittie  Haulk,  a  native  of  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of  Reuben  Haulk,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State.  From 
that  Stale  Mr.  Haulk  removed  to  Summit  County, 
Ohio,  and  there  his  career  ended.  Mrs.  Kinney 
was  born  October  26,  1844,  and  died  October  29, 
1878.  To  that  union  live  children  were  born: 
Charles  H.,  deceased;  Frank,  John,  William  and 
Alice.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1879,  Mr.  Kinney 
was  married  to  Miss  Princess  St.  John,  daughter 
of  Hiram  St.  John,  an  old  settler  of  this  township. 
Mrs.  Kinney  died  April  28,  1880,  leaving  one 
child,  Fannie. 

Our  subject's  second  marriage  occurred  May 
2,  1881,  to  Miss  Esther  St inebeck,  a  native  of  Ber- 
trand  Township,  this  county,  and  the  daughter  of 
Burney  and  Hannah  (Davis)  Stinebeck,  natives 
respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  Mr.  Stine- 
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bock  oanie  to  Jlioliigaii  iu  1851,  residing  in  Ber- 
ti'iind  Townsiiip,  Uiis  (joiinty,  until  the  doatli  of 
liis  wife,  in  ISdi.  [le  entered  the  Union  army, 
was  woundeil  and  siil>seqiiGntly  discharged.  He 
was  married  again,  but  his  wife  died  shortly  af- 
terward, and  he  was  the  third  time  married.  Four 
children  were  born  to  the  last  union,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living.  After  the  death  of  iiis 
third  wife,  Mr.  Stinebeck  married  his  present  wife. 
Tbej-  have  no  children.  Three  children  were  born 
to  the  Hret  union,  only  one  now  living,  Mrs. 
Kinney-  Tlie  father  is  still  living  and  makes  his 
home  on  section  24,  this  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  are  the  parents  of  two 
children.  Anna  IJell,  born  April  28,  1882,  and 
(George  W.,  November  10,  1886.  Socially,  Mr. 
Kinney  is  a  member  of  Buchanan  Lodge  No.  7;), 
l.O.  O.  P.,  and  has  held  all  the  chairs  except 
Noble  firaiid.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Iler- 
I'ien  Springs  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  ul  Berrien  f^prings. 
Ho  h.is  given  his  children  good  educational  ad- 
vantages. Alice  is  a  music  teacher  in  Benton 
Harbor;  .John  is  a  graduate  of  a  commei-ciai  col- 
lege and  is  now  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor;  and  George  and  Anna  are  at  home, 
attending  the  district  school,  and  both  are  bright 
and  qnick  at  their  books.  Jn  politics,  Mr.  Kin- 
ney is  a  stanch  Republican  and  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  that  party.  He  lias  been 
a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  has  also  been 
Pathmaster  at  different  times. 

During  the  Civil  War,  on  the  lOth  of  October, 
18f)l,  Mr.  Kinney  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
C,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  sent  to 
Pittsburg  l^-tnding  under  Gen.  Grant,  lie  was 
in  that  battle  both  days,  was  also  in  the  battles  of 
Corinth,  luka.  Little  Rock,  and  nil  through  t!ie 
siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  on  detached  duty  at 
Middlel'urg,  Tenn.,  and  was  in  many  skirmishes 
with  Van  Horn,  lie  then  returned  to  Little  Rock 
and  W.1S  on  guard  duty  there  for  some  time,  when 
he  went  to  Washington,  Ark.,  and  later  to  Cam- 
den, Ark.,  where  he  was  on  detached  duty.  In 
the  battle  of  Hatchie's  Hun  he  was  struck  by  two 
pieces  of  shell,  one  in  tiie  head  and  one  in  the 
arm.     At  Sliiloli  a  spent  ball    struck    him  in  the 


knee.  He  was  discliarged  on  the  15th  of  Febru- 
ary, 186fi,  after  serving  four  years,  four  months 
and  five  days.  He  was  never  taken  prisoner  and 
served  his  country  faithfully  from  flrst  to  last. 


JIOIIN  R.  ROITGH,  an  extensive  general  ag- 
riculturist, owning  many  valuable  farms  in 
'  Berrien  County,  Mich,,  has  been  a  lead- 
'  ing  resident  of  Bertrand  Township  forover 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  born  June  ft, 
1828,  in  Union,  now  Snyder,  County,  Pa.,  and  was 
n  son  of  John  Rough,  a  native  of  Juniata  County, 
a  weaver,  but  who  passed  most  of  his  early  life 
tilling  the  soil  of  the  O^aker  State.  In  1844,  the 
father  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  located  on  the 
same  farm  in  Bertrand  Township  where  he  later 
died,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-five  years. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  .lohn  Rough,  was  an  in- 
dustrious agriculturist  of  his  native  State,  and 
died  in  Pennsylvania,  his  life-time  home,  at  the 
completion  of  seventy-five  yeare  of  usefulness. 
He  was  of  immediate  Geiman  descent.  The 
mother  of  our  subject.  {-Elizabeth  (Swartz)  Rough, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  whicii  State  her  fa- 
ther was  also  a  native,  having  been  born  in  Union 
County,  where  John  .Swartz  was  numbered  among 
the  prominent  settlers  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens. The  home  of  John  and  Klizabcth  Rough 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  sturdy  ciiildren. 
seven  of  whom  survived  to  years  of  m.ilurity. 
Mary  is  deceased;  Samuel  resides  in  Indiana;  Kiiza 
is  deceased;  Peggie. and  Barbara  are  twins;  Katie 
died  at  nine  years  of  age;  John  R.  is  our  subject; 
William  comes  next;  and  I,eo  is  llie  wife  of  Henry 
Swartz,  of  Indiana, 

John  R.  is  the  sixth  child  and  the  second  son  of 
the  family.  Until  twenty-one  vears  old  he  re- 
mained upon  the  farm  of  his  father,  and  in  tiby- 
liood  attended  the  district  school  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. In  1849  he  began  life  for  himself,  and  in 
1850  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A. 
Hoffman,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Immediate- 
ly   following  his   wedding  iie  settled    in  Daiipliin 
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County,  in  wliicli  [lart  of  the  Quaker  .State  he  re- 
mained tlie  succeeding  fourteen  yeare,  diligently 
engaged  in  the  daily  round  of  -agricultural  cai-es. 
In  1864  he  detevmined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  Mich- 
igan, and,  arrived  within  the  State,  at  once  settled 
in  Buchanan  Township,  Berrien  County.  After 
farming  for  a  time  in  that  locality,  he,  in  1866, 
bought  his  present  valuable  homestead  of  four 
hundred  and  six  acres  in  Bertrand  Township,  one 
of  the  finest  pieces  of  agricultural  property  in  the 
county  and  nearly  all  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. Mr.  Eough  came  to  Michigan  with  a  cap- 
ital of  |3, 100,  which,  wisely  invested  and  judici- 
ously managed,  lias  yielded  him  handsome  returns 
and  given  him  a  place  among  the  moneyed  men 
and  excellent  financiers  of  Berrien  County. 

The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  passed  away 
in  1892,  sincerely  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  relatives.  She  w.is  the  devoted  moth- 
er of  six  children,  thi-ee  sons  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased,  leaving  the  husband 
and  father  entirely  alone.  Mr.  Rough  has  profit- 
ably divided  his  old  homestead  into  three  farms. 
lie  lias  ujjon  the  property  five  dwellings  and  four 
barns,  and  rents  all  with  the  exception  of  one 
house.  .  His  capital  he  uses  mostly  in  loaning  upon 
gilt-edged  securities,  and  after  a  life  of  unceasing 
care  and  toil  now  enjoys  the  fruits  of  success.  He 
is  in  political  affiliation  a  Republican  and  is  intel- 
ligently posted  upon  all  matters  of  National  wel- 
fare, and  is  known  and  respected  as  an  upright  cit- 
izen of  su])orior  business  ability. 


JB.  DOWLING,  for  twenty-nine  yearsacon- 
stant  resident  of  his  highly-improved  farm, 
located  upon  section  16,  Galien  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  Ma- 
rion Countj-,  Ohio,  and  was  born  May  14.  1829. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Rachel  (Biggs)  DowHng,  The  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, Jolin  Dowling,  was  born  in  Ireland,  but  came 
to  the  United  States  in  early  life  and  married,  his 


wife  lieing  a  native  of  Scotland.  Locating  in 
Pennsylvania,  the  grandparents  reared  their  sturdy 
family.  John  Dowling  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and 
pursued  thai  occupation,  at  tbesame  time  engaging 
in  farming.  In  religious  alliliation  he  w^as  a  Pres- 
byterian; and,  politically,  a  Democrat.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, lie  remained  in  the  Quaker  State  until  he 
had  attained  to  manhood,  and  in  the  mean  time 
received  an  excellent  education,  and  taught  while 
yeta  lad.  He  also  learned  the  cooper's trade,and 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years.  William 
Dowling  taught  school  until  he  was  married,  and 
then  was  ordained  as  a  preacher  of  the  Christian 
Church.  He  remained  actively  engaged  in  the 
profession  the  rest  of  his  life.  For  some  time 
prior  to  his  death  he  made  bis  home  in  Indiana, 
living  upon  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Noble  County. 

Seven  children  blessed  the  home  of  the  father 
and  mother.  Miranda  became  the  wife  of  David 
hash;  Melinda  married  Horace  Tabor;  Maliala  is 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Weaver;  Matilda,  deceased, 
was  married  to  John  Berry;  John  B.  isour  subject; 
William  and  Levi  complete  the  family  circle.  At 
one  time  the  father  attlliated  with  the  Ancient 
Free  &  Accepted  Masons.  He  was  interested  in 
public  affairs  and  steadily  voted  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  His  death  in  1875  was  regretted 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  devoted  Christian 
man,  and  possessed  a  high  order  of  inl«lligent  abil- 
ity. His  wife  aurvived  him  a  few  years.  Our 
subject  received  his  education  in  the  Belleville 
Seminary  in  Ohio,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  after  a  full  course  of  instruction.  Lim- 
ited in  means  and  ambitious  to  excel,  Mr.  Dow- 
ling taught  in  the  winter  schools,  and  in  summer 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  For  thirteen 
years  he  pursued  liis  two  vocations  successfully 
and  was  prospered.  Our  subject  was  twice  mar- 
ried. While  residing  in  Oliio  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca  Pinyard.  who  became 
the  mother  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. Some  years  after  the  death  of  bis  first 
wife,  Mr.  Dowling  married  in  Indiana  Miss  Emily 
Eggleston. 

Three  children,  one  after  the  other,  came  to 
cheer  tlie  hearts  of  their  parents.     Addie  died  at 
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[line  years  of  age;  Willis,  ,i  telegraph  oi)erator  at 
Monett,  Mo.,  married  Cora  Greenup;  ftiid  Kneel!, 
wlio  is  the  youngest-born,  is  a  telegreph  opera- 
tor at  Kensington  Street,  Chicago.  In  1864  Mr. 
Dowling  removed  with  his  family  to  Michigan 
and  bought  seventy -seven  acres  of  his  present 
(arm.  The  land  was  then  unimproved,  but  has 
now  been  brought  up  to  a  high  state  oC  cultiva- 
tion. There  was  an  old  mill  on  the  farm  at  the 
time  our  suhjoct  purchased  the  homestead.  The 
mill  Mr.  Dowling  rebuilt  and  sold,  but  it  has  since 
been  abandoned.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  me,  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
have  been  active  in  the  support  and  extension  of 
religious  work.  Politically,  Mr.  Dowling  is  a 
strong  Republican,  and,  an  intelligent  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  is  well  posted  in  local  and  na- 
tional affairs. 


T^ON.  TIENRV  CIIAMBKRLAIN.  Among 
jfjl)  the  eminent  men  of  MioUigan  who  iiave 
IX^^  honorably  worked  their  way  to  the  highest 
(^(  position  and  won  the  riches  He  ward  by  the 
exercise  of  patient  perseverance,  prominent  men- 
tion lielongs  to  the  well-known  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  brief  biographical  notice,  and 
who,  throughout  his  long  and  useful  career,  has 
proved  the  power  of  conscientious  labor  and  hon- 
est industry  in  elevating  the  individual  and 
crowning  his  exertions  with  the  most  complete 
success.  Now  retired  from  public  life,  he  is  spend- 
ing the  afternoon  of  his  days  among  such  comforts 
and  luxuries  as  were  accumulated  by  the  labor  of 
former  years. 

For  many  years  a  resident  of  Three  Oaks,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  is  not,  however,  a  native  of  Michi- 
gan, but  was  born  in  Pembroke,  N.  H.,  on  the 
17tli  of  March,  1824.  Tracing  his  ancestry  back 
through  several  generations,  we  find  Jacob  Cham- 
berlain was  born  in  16tfl,and  married  Miss  Abi- 
gail Haasey,  their  union  being  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  the  following  children;  John,  .lacob,  Samuel^ 
Abigail,  Sarah,  Martha  and  PhcBbe.     The    father 


of  this  family  died  in  1734,  at  the  age  of  about 
forty-two  years.  Tlie  sixth  cliild  in  his  family 
was  Samuel,  who  was  born  at  Chelsea,  Mass.,  in 
1734,  and  married  Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  Dea- 
con Henry  Mellen,  of  Ilopkinton,  Mass.  They 
were  the  i)arents  of  a  large  family  of  children, 
whose  names  were  Samuel,  William,  Moses.  Sybeil, 
Elizabeth,  l.ydia,  Fatty  and  Joseph. 

During  the  Revcluttonar\  Wai  Samuel  Cham- 
berlain enlisted  in  tie  defense  of  the  Colonies, 
and  served  with  dist  i  gi  shed  bravery,  winning 
the  epaulets  of  a  Lie  tenant  About  1760  be  re- 
moved from  Massacl  i  setts  to  hew  Hampshire,  set- 
tling at  Loudon,  and  thete  engaging  in  farming 
pursuits.  About  1786  he  removed  to  Beacham, 
Vt.,  wheie  all  his  children  were  living,  with  the 
exception  of  Moses,  who  remained  at  the  old 
homestead.  His  death  occurred  in  1802,  when  he 
had  reached  an  advanced  age.  Of  his  childi-en, 
the  biographer  wishes  to  record  events  of  interest 
in  the  life  of  his  son  Moses,  who  was  born  at  Hop- 
kinton,  Mass.,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1757,  and 
in  childhood  accorapanieil  his  parents  to  Loudon, 
N.  H. 

The  marriage  of  Moses  Chamberlain  united  him 
with  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Amos  Abbott,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  nine 
children  were  born  to  the  union:  Rebecca, .Judith, 
Patty,  Atnos,  William,  Moses,  John  A.,  Betsey  and 
Samuel.  Moses  Chamberlain  served  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  as  did  also  his  brother  William. 
The  latter  was  ai-oused  from  bed  on  the  night  of 
the  2lst  of  April,  1776,  in  order  to  hasten  to  his 
country's  defense,  and  served  in  the  army  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  first  as  a  private  and  later  as 
a  Lieutenant,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Prince- 
ton, Bennington  and  a  number  of  minor  engage- 
ments. In  civic  affairs  he  was  also  a  man  of  great 
influence,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
statesman  of  Vermont,  being  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  also  serving  as  Lieutenant-Governor  for 
naany  years.  Moses  Chamberlain,  Sr.,  died  on  the 
21st  of  October,  1811. 

'  The  father  of  our  subject,  Moses  Chamberlain, 
Jr.,  was  born  on  the  7th  of  February,  1792,  at 
Loudon,  N.  H.,  where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm. 
He    became   a    merchant  of  Pembroke,  where    he 


Hosted  by 


Google 


K)RTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


iDAi'i'ied  Miss  Mary  Foster,  the  (laughter  of  Abial 
and  Susanna  (Moore)  Foster.  Her  father,  who 
was  born  in  Canterbury,  N,  H.,  was  a  man  of 
wealth  and  devoted  his  attention  to  superinten- 
ding liis  valuable  estate.  The  tnaternal  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  Abiel  Foster,  ^t., 
who  was  born  in  Andover,  Mass.,  in  1735,  and  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  University  in  1756.  In 
1761  lie  was  ordained  a  minister  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Canterbury,  N.  H.,  and  until 
1779  devoted  bis  attention  to  religious  work,  a f- 
-  ter  which  he  became  more  closely  eonnected  with 
public  affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  Congress  un- 
der the  Confederation  for  two  years,  and  also  af- 
ter the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  four  years,  until  March  4,  180.5,  being 
one  of  the  most  jironiinent  statesmen  of  his  ilay. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  6th  of  February,  180(1. 
The  second  marriage  of  Abiel  Foster  united  him 
with  Miss  Mary  Rogers,  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Rogers,  a  physician 
and  a  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  Congregational 
ministers  of  Ipswich.  i 

For  twenty  years  Moses  Chamberlain,   Jr.,  en-   i 
gaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Pembroke,  N.  H.,  | 
whence  he  removed  to  Concord,  the  same  St«te,   i 
and    followed    the    mercantile    business  there  for   j 
about  eight  years.     In  1843  he  came  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  Bemen  County,  upon  a  tract  of  land  in    I 
Three  Oaks  Township,  which  he  had  entered  from    | 
the  Government  in  1836.     He  entered  eight  hun-   ; 
dred  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  successful  and   prominent  farmers  of  the 
community,   with  the  progress  of   which  he  was 
closely  identided  until  his  death,  on  the  12th   of 
February,  1866. 

In  the  parental  family  were  five  children,  three 
of  whom  are  still  living:  Mellen  C,  a  resident  of 
Chelsea,  Mass.,  and  a  retired  lawyer,  who  for  many 
years  held  the  position  of  Librarian  of  the  Boston 
City  Library;  Henry,  of  this  sketch;  and  William, 
who  is  warden  of  the  State  Prison,  at  Jackson, 
Mich.  Those  deceased  are  Mary,  the  wife  of  H. 
E.  Ciosby,  and  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  -Tohn  G.  Mason. 
The  father  of  this  family  wns  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  an  active  worker 
ill    religious  enterprises,  as  welt  as  in  the  cause  of 


anti-slavery  and  temperance.  A  man  of  firm  con- 
victions, ardent  in  his  support  of  the  right,  and 
equally  courageous  in  his  warfare  against  the 
wrong,  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all 
wiio  knew  him.  lie  was  a  man  of  undaunted 
bravery,  knowing  no  other  fear  than  the  fear  of 
God,  in  his  domestic  relations  he  was  tender  and 
true,  a  loving  husband  and  devoted  father.  As 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Berrien  County,  his 
name  will  be  held  in  loving  memory  for  gen- 
erations yet  to  come  and  his  labor  in  secnving  a 
good  class  of  settlors  for  the  village  of  Three  Oaks 
entitles  him  to  a  high  place  among  the  pioneei-s  of 
the  place. 

To  such  ancestors  as  these  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  can  point  with  pride,  and  many  of  the 
qualities  which  liave  contributed  to  liis  success  are 
his  by  the  right  of  inheritance.  He  rec-eived 
meagre  educational  advantages  in  his  youth,  at- 
tending the  common  schools  but  a  short  time,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  spending  six  months  in  Pem- 
broke Academy,  In  the  great  school  of  experi- 
ence, as  well  as  by  self-culture  and  observation,  lie 
has  gained  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  world,  and 
is  one  of  the  best- informed  men  in  the  community. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  he  entered  his  father's  store, 
where  he  remained  as  clerk  until  became  lo  Mich- 
igan at  the  age  of  twenty.  Here  he  began  the  life 
of  a  backwoodsman  upon  section  1.5,  Three  Oaks 
Township,  remaining  on  that  place  until  1850. 

Coming  during  that  year  to  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent village  of  Three  Oaks,  our  subject  erected  a 
log  cabin,  and  at  once  commenced  the  work  of 
clearing  the  land  and  improving  the  farm.  He 
also  devoted  considerable  attention  to  selling 
wood,  which  he  cut  from  bis  place.  In  18.'»4  he 
built  a  8t<.*re  and  embarked  in  the  general  mercan- 
tile business,  iiecoming  the  pioneer  mercliant  of 
Three  Oaks,  and  continuing  in  the  business  until 
1878.  Meantime  he  also  engaged  in  farming  on 
an  extensive  scale,  owning  at  one  time  about  three 
thousand  acres  of  land,  and  eleai-ing  tlie  homo 
farm  of  Ave  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  still 
owns  about  five  hundred  acres  in  Three  Oaks 
Township. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  united 
liim  with  Sarah  J.,  the  daughter  of  Vincent  Nash, 
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;in  early  settler  in  Berrien  County.  She  was  boni 
in  Jefferson  County,  Ind„  whence  she  came  to 
Michigan  in  1840,  and  in  1851  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  One  child  was  born  of  the  union, 
Henry,  wlio  is  now  a  clerk  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Sarah  .).  Chamberlain  died  in  June,  1852,an<1 
in  November  of  1856  our  subject  married  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Ames,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Vandecon- 
ter,  of  LaGiange  County,  Ind.,a  piominent  farm- 
er and  early  settler  of  that  county.  Mi's,  Cham- 
berlain was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  where 
her  father  had  made  settlement  in  1816.  migrating 
thither  from  Pennsylvania.  At  the  age  of  six  years 
she  accompanied  her  parents  to  La  Grange  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  and  received  her  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  Ontario  Collegiate  Institute 
of  Indiana. 

By  his  second  marriage.  Mr.  Chamberlain  be- 
came the  father  of  three  children,  viz.;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Edward  K.  Warren,  of  Three  Oaks;  Re- 
becca Belle,  who  married  Lue  Chamberlain,  of  Col- 
umbus, Ohio,  a  commission  merchant  of  that  city; 
and  Paul,  who  is  a  mechanical  engineer  residing 
at  Aurora,  111.  Our  subject  may  well  be  proud  of 
Ilia  children,  who  occupy  positions  of  prominence 
in  the  social  and  business  world.  In  his  religious 
connections,  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  identitjcd  with 
the  Congregational  Chnrch,  and  contributes  lib- 
erally t<.t  its  various  enterprises,  although  he  by 
no  means  withholds  his  support  from  the  benevo- 
lent projects  of  other  organizations. 

This  sketch  would  be  very  incomplete  were  no 
mention  made  of  the  political  career  of  our  sub- 
ject, for  he  is,  and  for  many  years  has  been,  one  of 
the  most  piominent  Democrats  in  the  State.  A 
few  days  after  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  lie 
was  elected  Supervisor  of  New  Buffalo  Township, 
and  served  in  that  position  for  four  years.  In 
1849  he  represented  the  county  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. From  1853  until  1855  he  was  mail  agent 
on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1850,  in  the  old  township 
of  New  Buffalo  (the  township  of  Three  Oaks  be- 
ing a  part  of  that  township),  and  filled  the  office 
until  1872.'  In  1851  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of 
New  Buffalo  Township,  and  upon  the  formation 
of  Throe  Oaks  Township  in    ISoO,  he   was  chosen 


to  represent  it  upon  tlie  (;ounty  Bo.aid  of  .'Super- 
visors, filling  the  position  for  six  terms.  In  1864  he 
was  candidate  for  State  Senator,  and  two  ycai-s  af- 
terward was  candidate  for  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. In  1868  and  1870  he  was  candidate  for 
Congress,  and  in  1874  was  the  Democratic  nomi- 
nee for  the  pi>sitioii  of  Governor  of  Michigan.  In 
187(5  he  was  again  nominated  for  Congress.  At 
tliree  different  times  lie  received  the  vote  of  his 
party  for  State  Senator,  lie  is  now  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  In 
1876  and  181*2  he  served  as  delegate  to  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Conventions. 

In  the  Masonic  fraternity  Mr.  Chamberlain  has 
also  been  very  prominent,  and  has  been  identified 
with  the  order  since  1864.  He  was  Grand  Master 
of  the  State  in  1872,  and  has  served  as  Master  of 
the  lodge  at  Three  Oaks.  He  is  also  a  Knight 
Tempiar.  It  was  under  bis  direction  that  the  first 
code  of  Masonic  laws  was  originated,  and  from 
that  day  to  this  his  interest  in  the  organization 
has  never  waned.  With  agricultural  organiza- 
tions he  is  also  prominently  connected,  and  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  having  been  Secretary  of  the 
meeting  that  organized  the  State  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. Throughout  the  State  he  enjoys  consider- 
able distinction  as  an  orator,  and  is  original,  pol- 
ished and  pleasing  as  a  pulilic  speaker. 


[^T'RANCIS  M.  GRAY  was  born  in  Binghamp- 
lyil  ton,  Mich.,  September  25,  1843,  and  is  the 


son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Young)  Gray, 
natives,  respectively,  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  State,  whither  he  came  with  his  family  in 
1837,  and  located  at  Marshall,  Calhoun  County. 
Upon  a  farm  there  he  conducted  general  agricul- 
tural purauits  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1843.  His  widow  survived  him  many  years,  and 
finally  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Niles  during 
the  year  1885.  She  was  a  woman  possessing  many 
noble  attributes  of  mind  and  heart,  and  her  mem- 
ory is  revered, by  her  children. 
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Francis  M.  Gray  is  the  younger  of  two  eliil-  I 
<iren,  the  other  being  Gordon,  who  is  a  prosperous  j 
businoss  man  residing'  near  Santiago,  Cal.  The 
boys  were  from  infancy  thrown  wholly  upon  tlieir 
mother's  care,  on  account  of  their  father's  dealh. 
Fi'ancis  M.  spent  his  boyhood  years  in  Marshall, 
where  he  completed  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  afterward  became  a  clerk  in  the  store 
of  S.  B.  SLepberd,  his  stepfather.  He  occupied  a 
clerical  position  in  the  store  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  later  was  received  into  the  firm,  his  energy 
and  ability  i-esulting  in  an  increased  business. 
Some  years  afterward  lie  became  interested  in  the 
bakery  business  at  Niles.  and  a  profltahlo  trade  in 
that  line  was  conducted  for  ten  years,  the  firm  title 
Ijeing  S.  B.  Sheplierd  &  Co. 

At  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  our  subject  pur- 
chased   his    stepfather's    interest    in    the    bakery, 
which  be  managed  for  the  four  ensuing  years,  and 
then  sold  the  business  to  a  Mr.  Wing.     Meanwhile   ^ 
he  had   built  up  a  profitable  trade,  and  had  en-    ; 
lianced  the  value  of  the  bakery  and  its  appurten-    I 
ances  to  such  an  extent  that  he  sold  it  for  *20,00(i.   | 
Mr.  Gray  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  dry-   j 
goods  business,  and  about  the  same  time  bought  a   | 
large  farm  in  Berrien    County,  located  near  Ber- 
rien Springs,  and  commonly  known  as  the  Shaker 
Farm,  which  he  personally  superintended   for  two 
years.     Later    he    rented    his  country    home  and 
came  to  Buchanan,  where   he-  afterward  gave   liis 
entire  attention  to  the  mercantile  business. 

In  the  organization  of  the   Citizens'   Kational 
Bank  of  Niles,  Mr.  Gmy  was  one  of  the  prime  fac- 
loi-s  and  influential  men.     He  served  as  Cashier  of 
that  financial  institution  for  some  years,  and  was 
later  President,  filling  that  responsible  and  hon- 
ored place  for  ten  years.     During  the  same  time 
he  also  maintained  extensive  interests  in  the  mill-   , 
ing  and  foundry  business,  and  also  had  large  rail-   ' 
road  interests.     For  three  years  he  was  President   | 
of  the  Elkhart,  Niles  &    I^ake  Michigan   Railroad, 
commonly  known  as  the  Big  Four  Railroad,  in  the 
incorporation  of  which  he  rendered  valuable  as- 
sistance, and  for  a  time  directed  its  business. 

Although  Mr.  Gray  some  time  ago  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  the  bank,  he  neveitheless  still  holds 
large  and  valuable  property  interests.     For  a  time 


he  resided  in  California,  where  he  was  in  the  real- 
estat«  business  together  with  his  brother,  Gordon 
Y.  He  now  owns  a  block  of  twelve  flats  in  Chi- 
cago, a  valuable  farm  comprising  three  liundred 
and  seventy  acres  in  Berrien  County,  two  hun- 
dred and  foity  acres  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  an 
elegant  residence  and  considerable  business  prop- 
erty in  Niles.  The  fact  that  he  has  attained  a  po- 
sition of  prominence  among  the  wealthy  land-hold- 
ers of  Niles  proves  tlie  possession  of  abilities  of  no 
common  order.  Upon  starting  out  in  life,  he  liad 
no  capital,  but  possessed  an  immense  amount  of 
perseverance,  energy  and  the  American  quality  of 
"go-ahead itiveness."  The  result  was  that,  although 
scarcely  in  the  prime  of  his  mental  vigor,  he  has  at- 
taineda  competency  of  this  world's  goods.  He  has 
always  been  interested  in  all  measures  conducive 
to  the  progress  of  the  city  and  the  welfare  of  the 
citizens.  In  politics,  he  alfliiates  with  the  Itepnb- 
lioan  party,  and  has  served  for  one  term  as  Mayor 
of  Niles. 

In  the  autumn  of  18C8,  Mr.  Gray  married  Miss 
Emma  V.,  daughter  of  .Joseph  C.  I^rimer,  of  Niles. 
Mr.  Larimer  is  one  of  the  pioneers  Of  Micliigaii, 
and  at  one  time  served  as  President  of  Dowaginc 
County,  being  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of 
that  locality.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  are  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Gordon. 


W  II.  WARNER.  The  father  of  this  promin- 
jl  [@  ent  and  successful  agriculturist,  llahliell 
}^M>  Warner,  was  a  product  of  the  Empire  Stale, 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  Warren  Township,  aud 
there  followed  tlie  trade  of  harness-maker  until 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  as  nii 
agriculiurist.  His  father,  Oliver  Warner,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  died  in  that  State  in 
1813.  lliibbell  Warner  married  Miss  Catherine 
Hughes,  who  wasalsoanativeof  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  that 
county  in  1826.  Her  fatlter,  John  Hughes,  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  and  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. 
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In  Uie  year  18:12  Mr.  sin d  Mrs.  Warner  moved 
to  CayiijKi  County,  New  York  State,  but  in  tlie 
spring  of  1837  they  emigrated  to  Micliigan  and 
at'ttled  at  I'aw  Paw.  In  September  of  ttie  same 
year  they  moved  to  tliis  coiiiity  iin(l  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  our  subject,  but  wliieli  was 
then  a  jmrt  of  llm  farm  of  Josepluis  tiard.  Mr. 
Warner  also  entered  one  hundred  and  twenty 
HCi'es  of  land, and  resided  on  tliis  nntii  1859,  when 
he  removed  to  ])owagiac  and  lived  a  retired  life. 
His  estimable  companion  <tied  tliere  in  1877,  and 
in  1880  Mr.  Warner  made  liis  iiome  willi  our  sub- 
ject, and  jiassed  quietly  away  in  1887,  wlien  eighty- 
seven  years  of  age.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Kpioeopal  Church,  in  which  lie  was  an 
active  worlter.  Of  tbe  seven  cliildren  born  to  the 
above  wortliy  couple,  only  two  besides  our  subject 
are  now  living,  -lames  II.  and  Angeline  Snider. 
Mr.  Wanier  took  a  prominent  part  in  township 
affairs,  was  Supervisor,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  etc., 
and  was  much  esteemed  for  his  many  estimable 
iHialities.     In  politics,  he  was  a  IJemocrat. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  February  6, 
18-28,  and  his  native  State  was  New  York.  lie  was 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  and  was  but  nine  years 
of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michi- 
gan. His  educational  advantages  were  limited,  as 
he  attended  the  subscription  schools  for  a  short 
time  only,  most  of  his  time  lieing  taken  up  in 
assisting  to  clear  the  farm.  Indians  were  numer- 
ous, and  the  tiiick  timber  hid  many  a  lurking  ani- 
mal. Thus  he  grew  to  sturdy  manhood,  and  in 
18.52  he  was  married  to  Miss  Orley  Ann  Shaw,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Shaw  and  sister  to  Mrs.  I.  N. 
Gard.  (vSee  sketch.)  Mrs  Wai-ner  was  born  on 
Young's  Prairie,  this  county,  February  10,  1833. 
After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Warnei'  lived  on  a 
farm  on  Little  Prairie  until  I8.>9,  when  they 
moved  to  the  old  homestead,  on  which  they  have 
resided  up  to  the  present.  They  are  now  the 
owners  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
aixty-Hve  acres  under  the  plow,  and  have  made 
many  improvements  in  the  place,  Kecently  Mr. 
Warner  sold  eighty  acres. 

Five  of  the  seven  children  born  to  Ibis  union 
are  now  living:  Charles  F.,  Emily,  M.  Kdnn,  Catli- 
crincand  Soplila,    The  eldest  died  in  infancy.    Ella 


is  also  deceased.  Mr.  Warner  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  at  Volinia,  and  was  Secretary  of 
the  s-ame  for  some  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Club  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Anti- 
Horse  Thief  Association,  being  an  ofiicer  in  the 
latltn'  organization — "Foreman  of  Kidei-s."  His 
son  Charles  is  a  well-known  educator  of  the 
county;  Kmily  is  teaching  at  Grand  Rapids,  and 
Catherine  has  also  taught.  Edna  is  now  cashier 
and  book-keeper  in  a  store  at  Cassopolis,  this 
coimty,  Mr.  Warner  has  been  a  member  of  tbe 
School  Board  tor  years  and  is  interested  in  all 
matt«i-3  t>ertaining  to  the  public  welfare.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  has  held  the  olHee  of  Town- 
ship Treasurer  tor  six  yeai-s,  was  also  School  In- 
spector, and  was  frequently  a  delegate  to  county 
conventions.  He  isat  present  erecting  a  tine  resi- 
dence in  Cassopolis,  and  there  he  expects  to  move 
in  the  near  future. 


^S4i"i^li^!^^^^ 


^^KOR(iE  C.  IIAKTMAN,  a  practical  general 
'1!  ,=j  agriciillurisl  and  self-reliant  man,  winning 
^^JJl  his  way  in  life  with  energetic  and  unflag- 
ging industry,  has  for  more  than  thirty  years  re- 
sided upon  his  present  homestead,  pleasantly  lo- 
cated in  Pii)estone  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.  His  father,  a  native  of  Maiden  Lane,  New 
York  City,  was  John  Hartraan,  born  in  1789,  and 
a  son  of  Conrad  Hartman,  born  in  New  .lersey, 
but  of  Ijerman  descent.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  parti- 
cipated in  Ihe  battle  of  Monmouth  when  only 
fourteen  years  of  age.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
father was  also  a  brave  soldier  of  the  Revolution. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  Sarah  (Sedgwick)  Hart- 
man,  was  a  native  of  New  Haven.  Conn,,  and  a 
daughter  of  Ebenezcr  Sedgwick.  She  was  also  a 
cousin  of  Gen,  Sedgwick,  who  made  a  gallant  rec- 
ord in  the  Civil  War.  The  imrents  of  our  subject 
were  married  in  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  and  lived  in  that 
locality  all  their  lives.  The  mother  died  in  1831. 
but  the  father  survived  until  1872.  Four  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union,  of  whom   our  subject  is 
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now  tlie  sole  survivor.  The  parents  were  mem- 
iiers  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliureh,  and  for  forty 
years  the  father's  seat  in  (ihui-uli  was  never  vacant, 
lie  wasa  liard-working  man  and  asltillful  meclianic, 
and  did  biaeksmitliing  work  in  tlie  State  Prison  at 
Auburn. 

TIk!  fallier  married  Miss  Gertrude  Porter  forliis 
second  wife.  Of  the  five  children  born  unto  this 
union  three  yet  survive,  and  are  living  on  the  old 
funi)  in  Wayne  County,  K.  Y,  The  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  are  James,  Isaac  and  Julia.  One 
son,  Edward,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Second  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  died  in  the  service.  Our  subject 
was  iKirn  in  Lyons  Township,  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  July  6,  1822.  Reared  upon  a  farm,  he  re- 
ceived a  good  CO  mm  on -school  education  in  the 
district,  and  remained  at  home,  working  at  the 
blacksmith  trade,  until  his  marriage  in  1851  to 
Miss  Kate  Farmer,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Uuldah  (Burton)  Farmer.  The  father  was  born  in 
Now  .lei-scy  September  12,  1779,  and  the  mother 
wflfl  born  January  27,  17^0.  Mr.  Farmer  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  for  some  time  in 
Montgomery  County,  N,  Y.,  and  tlien,  in  1836, 
moved  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  This  latter  city  be- 
came his  permanent  residence,  and  he  received  em- 
ployment for  many  years  in  the  Navy  Yard,  and 
died  in  the  Empire  State  in  J838.  His  good  wife 
survived  until  1883,  and  passed  away  in  Michigan. 
Mr.  and  Mre.  Farmer  were  llie  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living:  William  S.,  and 
Mi-s.  Hartman,  who  w.is  born  November  14,  1821, 
in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.  Educated  in  her 
birthplace,  Mre.  Hartman  there  grew  up  to  woman- 
hood and  married. 

Immediately  following  his  wedding,  our  subject 
made  a  brief  visit  to  Michigan,  then  returning  to 
the  East  spent  eighteen  months  in  Brooklyn.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  length  of  time  the  young 
husband  and  wife  settled  permanently  in  Michi- 
gan, locating  in  Pipestone  Townsliip,  where  Mr. 
Hartman  engaged  in  tlie  dairy  business  in  com- 
pany with  W.  S.  Farmer  for  three  years.  The  suc- 
ceeding three  years  he  devoted  to  clearing  land  on 
shares,  and  finally,  in  1860,  settled  on  his  present 
farm,  then  all  wild  iand.  lie  had  no  money,  but 
owned  a  yoke  of  cattle,  and  with   determined  en- 


ergy worked  his  way  upward.  He  built  a  frame 
house  and  plastered  it  himself,  liaving  first  made 
the  tools  and  lumber.  He  chopped  and  logged  and, 
aided  by  his  yoke  of  oxen,  accomplished  an  im- 
mense amount  of  profitable  work.  Of  tlie  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  one  hundred  are  now 
under  high  cultivation.  Six  children  brightened 
the  home,  three  yet  surviving:  Georgiana,  wife  of 
Charles  L,  Lamore,  a  resident  of  Pipestone  Town- 
ship, and  mother  of  one  child,  Willie  Etwood; 
Farmer,  who  married  Ida  Tuggart,  has  one  child 
and  makes  his  home  in  Pipestone  Township;  and 
Allan  Leslie,  at  home.  Our  subject  gave  liis  chil- 
dren the  best  eilucation  attainable  in  the  locality. 
Politically,  he  is  a  liepubiican,  but  is  not  active, 
and  voted  in  1844  and  1864,  and  but  twice  since. 
He  was  an  admirer  of  Gen.  Giant  and  has  in  his 
parlor  a  prized  memento,  a  chair  used  in  the  office 
of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Hart- 
man has  been  a  hard-working  man  and  through 
his  self-reliant  efforts  has  attained  a  position  of 
independence.  Upright  and  industrious,  he  com- 
mands the  respect  of  his  associates  and  felton- 
townsnien. 


ROF.  MARCUS  S.  OWEN  was  born  in  Ox- 
||  ford,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  April  26, 
1820, and  traces  his  lineage  to  Wales,  rep- 
resentatives of  his  family  having  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day  and 
made  settlement  in  the  Empire  State.  There 
Grandfather  Alvin  Owen  was  born  and  that  State 
was  also  the  birthplace  of  S.  W.  Owen,  father  of 
our  subject.  The  last-named  saw  active  military 
service  in  the  War  of  1812,  where  he  fought  for 
the  freedom  of  our  country  and  its  protection 
against  the  encroachments  of  an  insidious  enemy. 
For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumbering 
business,  in  which  ho  had  large  interests,  and  was 
quite  successful.  His  wife  was  Sallie,  daughter  of 
John  Sherwood,  a  resident  of  Connecticut. 

At  the   age  of  twenty  years,  our  subject  com- 
menced  ihe  study  of  music,  for  which   he  had  a 
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pi't'dileL-tion,  Mis  first  instructors  were  Tliotnas 
Hiiali(ig&  aii<l  W.  B.  liradlmry,  of  Kew  York  City, 
utuier  wliuoi  lie  aequired  great  iJiotlcienuy  iu  vocal 
iiuisic  and  as  a  violinist,  ilis  perseverance,  in  eoii- 
iieetioii  with  an  unuijual  ile^i'ee  of  natural  talent, 
contributed  tu  tlie  attainment  of  liigli  skill  .as  a 
musician,  niid  at  an  early  age  he  won  considerable 
local  fame  as  ft  skilled  artist.  In  1857  hereinovcd 
from  New  York  City  to  Chicago  and  thence  to 
(Jalcobiirg,  111.,  where  he  engaged  as  an  instrtictoi' 
of  vociil  Huisic  and  the  violin  for  .•\  i)eriod  of  foui' 
years.  lictiiriiing  to  Chicago,  lie  there  followed 
his  profession  for  two  years. 

Ill  18f}«  I'rof.  ()wen  came  to  Heotoii  Harbor, 
where  he  has  taught  inslriinieutal  iniisic  u\)  to  the 
[iresent  time,  and  also  gives  instriiotioii  oii  the  vi- 
olin, but  lias  abandoned  vocal  music.  He  cares 
little  for  polities,  but  advocates  the  principles  of 
the  Uepublican  jiai'ty  and  supports  his  opinions 
with  his  ballot.  Ilis  marriage  in  1857  united  him 
with  Miss  Adelaide  J.  Pope,  who  was  at  that  time 
fi  resident  of  New  IScrlin,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y. 
Her  father,  Asa  Pope,  was  a  native  of  New  York 
and  the  son  of  Gates  Pop6,  likewise  of  the  Empire 
tState.  the  latter  in  turn  being  the  son  of  Gersliom 
dates,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  Captain  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  serving  under  Arnold  in 
the  Army  of  the  North.  The  Pope  ancestore 
sailed  from  Plymouth,  England,  on  the  20th  of 
March,  KJSi),  on  a  vessel  called  "The  Mary  A 
•John,"  commanded  by  Capl.  Sijuab.  SeiHing  at 
Mattapan,  ^[ass.,  tliey  gave  to  the  place  the  name 
of  Dorcliestev,  that  being  in  ,hine  of  ICSO. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Owcii  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Charlotte  Stoneman  and  was  of  English 
descent.  Her  father,  Richard  Stoneman,  was  a  na- 
tive of  J^ndon,  England,  and  emigrated  to  tiie 
United  States,  settling  in  New  Berlin.  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  man  of  splendid  intel- 
lect and  strong  personality,  wielding  great  indu- 
ence  in  his  community  and  becoming  well  known 
throughout  the  Stale.  He  was  the  grandfather  of 
the  late  Gen,  George  Stoneman.  Prof,  and  Mrs. 
Owen  have  been  the  parents  of  two  children, 
one  of  whom,  Frank,  died  when  a  child,  Al- 
ice is  tlip  widow  of  W.  lirowii,  of  Kalnmnzoo 
County,  Midi.,    who  .iied    iu    Ik-iit^.ii    llarb.>r  in 


1887.  Mrs.  Owen  is  also  a  music  teacher,  her  spe- 
cialty being  the  piano  and  organ.  Tlie  pioneer 
musicians  of  Renton  Harixn'  are  largely  indebted 
to  Prof.  Owen  and  his  wife  for  their  success  in  de- 
veloping the  musical  talent  of  the  young  people 


ILIJAM  H.  SWISHER.  The  fine  farm  of 
this  gentleman,  situated  on  section  22, 
Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  is  an  ornament  to  the  township,  and  one  of 
the  best  to  be  found  in  the  county.  William  I!. 
Swisher  is  a  product  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in 
Preble  County  in  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  .John  T. 
and  Millison  (Elliott)  Swisher. 

John  T.  Swisher  is  a  native  of  tlial  grand  old 
State,  Virginia,  as  were  also  his  parents,  Solomon 
and  Elizabeth  (lionar)  Swisher.  Our  subject's 
great-grandparents  were  natives  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  in  Colonial  days,,  or  at  a  time 
antedating  the  Revolution.  They  were  married 
in  their  native  country,  and  after  reaching  the 
United  States  settled  near  Philadelphia,  where 
they  bought  land.  Later,  they  emigrated  to  Vir- 
ginia and  reared  a  family  of  eight  children.  The 
great-graud father  was  killed  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  his  death  occurring  when  our  subject's  father 
was  quite  small. 

Solomon  Swisher  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  tailor's  trade,  and  that  was  his  principal  occu- 
pation through  life,  although  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  days  he  waa  interested  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  married  in  Virginia  the  daughter  of 
Jasper  and  Elizabeth  Bonar.  Mr.  Bonar  was  also 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  About  tlie 
year  1827  Solomon  Swisher  and  family  emigrated 
to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  more  on  account  of  his 
son.  John  T.,  not  wishing  to  live  in  a  stave  State, 
and  there  he  became  the  owner  of  a  line  farm. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  brave 
and  faitliful  soldier.  The  eight  children  born  to 
his  marriage  were  named  in  the  order  of  their 
births,  as   follows:   John  T.,    RwLh,  Ilillery,  Jo- 
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siali,  Elizabetli,  CliartoUc,  Catlieriue  and  Solo- 
mon. Mr.  Swislier  held  membership  with  the  Metli- 
odist  Kpiscopal  Church,  and  his  wife  with  the 
PresbyteriaD  Church,  and  Iwtli  were  worthy  and 
oonsisLent  members  of  their  respective  churches.  He 
was  a  prominent  man  in  his  day,  who  always  voted 
tlie  o)(l  Wliig  tlcliet,  and  held  many  of  the  local 
ottiL'CS  in  the  township  and  county.  Socially,  he 
was  !i  member  of  the  Ancient  Fiee  &  Accepted 
jMasona,  Ilis  death  occurred  in  the  Buckeye 
Slate, 

John  T.  Swisher's  birth  occurred  in  the  year 
1812,  and  he  secured  a  limited  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  day.  Being  a  great  reader  and 
Ntudent,  all  his  spare  time  was  spent  with  his  books, 
and  in  tlial  way  he  secured  a  good  practical  edu- 
cation. When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began 
teaching,  but  followed  this  only  a  short  time,  and 
then  went  on  a  farm,  where  he  received  twenty-five 
cents  per  day.  When  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  went  to  Carroll  County,  Ind.,  and  entered 
forty  acres  on  the  banks  of  the  Wabash  River. 
}Ie  never  moved  ou  this  land,  but  purchased 
land  near  his  father's  farm  in  Ohio.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  last-named  State  to  Miss  Millison  El- 
liott, daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Elliott)  Elliott 
and  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  as  were  also  her 
parents. 

Nine  children  were  the  fruits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ; 
Swisher's  union,  and  they  are  named  as  follows;  I 
Harriet,  Ann  K.,  Mary,  Sarah,  William  H.  (our  sul)-  . 
ject),  Charlotte,  ThomaB.Solomon  and  John.  Mr.  . 
Swisher  became  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  in  Ohio.  [ 
and  there  remained  until  1852,  when  the  neh  soil  ! 
of  Michigan  tempted  him  to  make  a  settlement  | 
wittiin  its  border.  He  at  one  time  owned  about  ! 
one  thousand  acres  of  land,  but  iie  has  divided  ' 
with  his  children  and  now  has  about  three  hun-  j 
dred  acres.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Swisher  | 
has  ever  affiliated  with  the  Republicau  party.  He  | 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Churcli,  ! 
and  are  highly  honored  citizens. 

William  H.Swisher  was  about  five  years  of  age    ' 
wlicn    he  came  with    his  parents   to  Cass  Coun-    ' 
ty,  Mich.     He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,   that  county,   supplementing   a    j 
>n-school  education  by  attending  tlie  schools  i 


of  Ypsilanti,  and  when  he  had  attained  his  major- 
ity his  fatlier  gave  him  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 
This  was  partly  improved  and  on  it  he  has  a  good 
home  at  the  present  time.  When  twenty-two 
years  of  age  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Yund, 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  She  came  with  her 
parents  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  when  young,  and 
here  grew  to  womanhood. 

To  our  subject  aud  wife  have  been  born  two 
childien,  Gertrude  and  Iva,  both  bright  and  in- 
teresting. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swisher  are  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  lie  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  at  Dowagiac. 
In  politics,  he  has  ever  been  a  Republican  and  has 
been  quite  a  leader  in  his  township.  lie  was  Su- 
pervisor of  his  township  three  terms  and  has  also 
been  Justice  of  the  Peace,  discharging  the  duties 
of  both  positions  in  a  very  capable  manner.  He 
has  been  dealing  in  stock  to  some  extent,  feeding 
and  siiipping,  but  the  principal  part  of  his  time  has 
lieeii  devoted  to  farming. 


"jf/ULIUS  0.  liECRAFT,  Postmaster  at  Dowa- 
II  giac,  formerly  editor  and  sole  owner  of  the 
rt^r  'dowagiac  Republkan,  was  born  in  this  city 
(^^'  on  the  27th  of  April,  1850.  He  is  of  Ger- 
man  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather  having  emi- 
grated from  Germany  and  settled  in  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  ho  followed  farming  pur- 
suits. In  that  county  Isaiah  .S.  Ilecraft  was  born, 
and  there  he  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood,  mean- 
while aiding  in  the  work  of  clearing  and  improv- 
ing the  farm.  Upon  coming  to  Michigan  he  lo- 
cated in  Macomb  County,  and  thence  in  1848  he 
removed  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  followed  the  trade 
of  a  builder  and  contractor  and  erected  some  of 
the  first  liouses  in  the  place. 

In  Macomb  County,  Mich.,  Isaiah  S.  Becraft 
married  Miss  I.ydia,  daughter  of  James  Wallace, 
and  of  Scotch  descent.  Two  children  were  born 
of  this  marriage.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
he  again  married  in  Macomb  County  and  came  to 
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DowagiRC,  wiicre  they  lived  liappily  until  severed 
by  death.  One  of  the  first  mereliants  in  Dowagiac. 
Mr,  Beeraft  engaged  in  niei-eliandising  for  a  time 
liere.  He  served  as  I>eputy  Sheriff  of  the  county 
and  as  Treasurer  of  the  towDship.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1865,  he  was  filling  the  position  of 
Fnited  States  Deputy  Provost  Marshal  and  also 
held  a  commission  in  the  United  States  Secret  Ser- 
vice. In  his  political  opinions  he  was  fii-st  a  Whig, 
and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  united  with  its  supt)ortei-s  and  remained  an 
adherent  of  its  principles  until  his  demise.  Soci- 
ally, he  was  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and 
was  a  cliarter  memher  of  llie  Brat  Masonic  lodge 
organized  in  Dowagiac. 

Of  hisfirst  marriage,  Mr.  Beeraft,  as  above  stated, 
became  the  father  of  two  children.  His  second  mar- 
riage united  him  with  Caroline  Wallace,  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  and  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  chil- 
dren. Julius  O.,  one  of  the  children  born  to  the 
first  union,  was  reared  in  Dowagiac  and  attended 
school  until  fourteen  years  old,  when  he  became 
self-supporting.  For  about  two  years  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  basket  shop,  but  later  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  clerli  in  a  dry-goods  store  at  Kalamazoo. 
After  working  there  for  two  yeai-s,  he  returned  to 
Dowagiac  and  at  fii-st  clerked  in  the  postofHce; 
later  he  engaged  in  sellings  dry  goods  fora  year  or 
more,  after  which  he  became  freight  clerk  in  the 
depot  at  Cassopolis.  lie  was  in  that  position  only 
a  short  time  when  he  resigned  and,  returning  to 
Dowagiac,  accepted  a  position  in  the  postofflce.  A 
year  afterward  he  was  appointed  station  ngent  at 
Cassopolis  for  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad- 
Two  years  were  spent  there  and  a  like  period  in 
Dowagiac  in  the  same  position. 

Having  been  appointed  Assistant  Postmaster, 
Mr.  Beeraft  served  with  efficiency  in  tliat  position 
for  about  nine  ye.irs,  when  a  change  in  administra- 
tion caused  the  resignation  of  the  cor|«  of  officials. 
He  then  embarked  in  business  as  a  fire  insurance 
agent  and  was  quite  successful  in  that  line  of  work. 
At  the  time  of  President  Harrison's  election,  a 
change  was  made  in  the  poatofflce  at  Dowagiac 
and  Mr,  Beeraft  was  appointed  Postmaster,  assum- 
ing the  duties  of  the  position  on  the  1st  of  .Janu- 
ary, 1890,  _Mr,  ISocraft  w.is  married,  in  1870,  to 
■14 


Miss  Hattie  Britton,  a  native  of  Albion,  Mich., 
and  the  union  was  blessed  by  tlie  birth  of  two 
children:  Fred  E„  who  is  now  postal  clerk  ou  the 
Chicago  &  Grand  Trunk  Railway  between  Chicago 

and  Port  Huron;  and    Charles,    who   died    in    iu- 

Politically,  Mr.  Beci'aft  has  always  been  a  stanch 
Republican  and  has  been  infiuential  in  the  ranks 
of  his  chosen  party.  For  years  he  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  City  Recorder,  He  has  been  a  member  of  * 
the  Republican  Congressional  Committee  of  the 
Fourth  District  for  twelve  yeare  and  is  now  its 
Chairman.  He  has  been  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  n  number  of  years, 
serving  as  its  Secretarj'  at  the  present  time.  Soci- 
ally, his  connections  are  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, he  being  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  Knight- 
Templar;  he  is  also  indentified  with  the  Knights 
of  Honor  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  has  held  official    positions  in    both,  organiza- 

Thc  Dowagiac  Republican,  of  which  Mr.  Becratt 
was  proprietor  and  editor,  was  established  in  1858 
and  is  the  oldest  paper  in  the  county.  His  inter- 
est in  it  dates  from  the  year  1890,  and  it  is  largely 
through  liis  influence  that  it  has  maintained  its 
jiosition  among  the  prominent  political  organs  of 
the  county.  Strongly  Republican  in  politics,  it  is 
nevertheless  not  partisan  in  preferences,  hut  aims 
principally  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  peo[ile 
of  the  city,  irrespective  of  political  belief. 


^^^EOUaK  G.  BROWN,  by  trade  a  ship-car- 
[/[,=,  penter,  but  now  devoting  himself  to  the 
"■J^^i  cultureof  the  soil,  and  one  of  the  prominent 
general  agriculturists  and  stock-raisers  of  Weesaw 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  owns  a  valu- 
able homestead  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  aci-es, 
finely  improved  and  located  three  and  a-balf 
miles  northeast  of  Three  Oaks.  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
native  of  the  German  Empire  and  was  horn  in 
Hesse-Cassel  July  17,  1839.  His  parents.  Andrew 
and  Mary  ( Weifenbach)  Brown,  were  both  born  in 
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the  Fatlierian c)  and  were  descendants  of  a  long 
line  of  sturdy  ancestry,  wlio  from  remote  genera- 
tions had  been  true  aod  faithful  subjects  of  the 
reigning  powers.  The  honest,  hard-working  and 
tnlelligcnt  fatlierand  mother,  however, appreciated 
the  advantages  offered  by  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment, and  when  our  subject  was  only  about  six 
years  of  age,  with  tlieir  family  and  a  few  treasured 
possessions,  emigrated  to  America.  After  a  long 
voyage,  in  1846,  they  landed  safely  in  New  York 
jind  thence  proceeded  without  loss  of  time  to 
Lorain  County,  Ohio. 

The  following  year  the  father  died,  but  his 
widow  continued  to  make  Ohio  her  home  until 
May,  1893,  when  she  too  passed  away  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  having  outlived  her  luisband  forty- 
seven  years.  Eight  children,  live  sons  and  three 
daughters,  were  horn  unto  the  parents,  and  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  yet  survive.  Our  subject 
was  the  fourth  child  of  the  family  and  was  but  a 
little  lad  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Ohio.  He  received  a  limited  education  in  I^i-ain 
County,  and  remained  there  until  he  had  reached 
mature  age.  He  was  obliged  to  assist  in  the 
support  of  the  motlier  and  younger  children,  and 
it  was  not  until  1868  that  he  decided  to  remove  to 
Michigan.  He  settled  at  that  time  in  Berrien 
County,  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  a  part  of 
the  farm  he  now  owns.  Witli  the  exception  of  a 
small  clearing  of  five  acres  the  purchase  was 
covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber.  To  the 
original  forty  our  subject  has  since  added  eighty 
acres,  now  all  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  containing  substantial  buildings.  As 
Mr.  Brovtn  has  gained  liis  comfortable  home  and 
pleasant  surroundings  entirely  through  his  self- 
i-eliant  efforts  and  unremitting  industry,  the  farm 
is  indeed  a  monument  to  his  success. 

In  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  1861,  were  united  in 
maiTiage  George  G.  Brown  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Clapp,  who,  with  her  parents,  emigrated  from 
Germany  lo  Ohio  in  a  very  early  day.  Out- 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  six  ciiildren 
all  living.  Mary  was  the  eldest  born;  Louisa  re- 
sides in  Niles  and  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Ktzzorn; 
Willie  is  the  oldest  son;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Vite;  and  Frank  ani  Elmer  complete  the  list  of 


brothers  and  sisters.  Mr.  Brown  worked  at  his 
trade  of  a  ship-carpenter  ten  years  in  Ohio,  Lorain 
County,  and  since  that  time  has  successfully 
devoted  his  entire  attention  to  farming  duties- 
He  and  his  good  wife  are  valued  membera  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  and  are  liberal  givers  in 
behalf  of  religious  work.  Our  subject  takes  a 
deep  interiist  in  the  enterprises  of  the  township 
and  is  a  member  of  tlie  Farmers'  Mutual  Fii'e  In- 
surance Co.  Politically,  a  Repubbcan,  he  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Interested  in 
educational  advancement,  Mr.  Brown  has  aided  and 
encouraged  hissons  and  daughters  to  fit  themselves 
well  for  the  tiattle  of  life  and,  winning  his  way 
upward,  has  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  family 
occupying  positions  of  usefulness  and  command- 
ing the  respect  of  all  wlio  know  them. 


jlL^ON.  WILLIAM  M.  VROOMAN,  Mayor  of 
||Ti,  Dowagiac  and  an  influential  business  man 
'^^^  of  this  city,  was  born  in  Jackson  County, 
(^  Mich.,  October  4,  1848,  being  the  son  of 
Charles  W.  Vrooman,  a  native  of  New  York  and  a 
pioneer  of  Michigan.  William  M.  was  reared  in 
Jackson  County,  and  his  schooling  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools,  but  his  education  has  been 
gained  principally  by  observation  and  experience. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Vrooman  pur- 
chased land  in  Jackson  County,  and  engaged  in 
farming  there  for  three  years,  af  tei'  which  lie  came 
lo  Dowagiac  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness in  this  city  for  eighteen  months.  Returning 
to  Jackson  County,  he  located  on  the  old  Vroo- 
man homestead  and  remained  there  until  the  fall 
of  1882,  when  he  sold  the  property  and  again 
came  to  Dowagiac.  Forming  a  partnership  with 
G.  E.  Bishop,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bishop  A 
Vrooman,  our  subject  conducted  a  flourishing  busi- 
ness until  the  winter  of  1890,  when  the  partner- 
ship was  dissolved. 

Buying  out  the  firm  of  Bliss  A  Gilbert,  Mr. 
Vrooman  has  since  conducted  business  alone.  On 
Fcpi)t  iilv*^ct   lie  h^§  a   commodious  ftud  coi(veu- 
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itjiitly  arraigned  storeroom,  twenty  feet  front  and 
one  hundred  feet  deep,  and  he  utilizes  the  base- 
ment and  upper  floors.  In  addition  to  this,  he  has 
a  large  warehouse,  where  he  stores  his  agricultural 
implements,  etc.  He  carries  on  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  business  in  agricultural  imjilements  and 
carriages,  and  also  keeps  on  hand  a  complete  as- 
sortment of  hardware  and  tin  ware,  as  well  as  stoves 
and  ranges.  At  tiie  present  time  six  men  are 
given  steady  employment  and  a  flourishing  busi- 
uessis  conducted. 

October  4,  1870,  Mr.  Vrooman  married  Miss 
Eliza,  [laughter  of  Allen  McMichell.  and  a  native 
of  Jackson  County,  Mich.  Two  children  have 
blessed  the  union,  Bert  A.  and  Bessie,  who  are  at- 
tending school  at  Dowagiac.  Politically,  Mr. 
Vrooman  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  actively  interested 
in  local  politics.  In  the  spring  of  18^1  be  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  city  and  is  still  serving  in 
that  position,  having  been  instrumental  in  secur- 
ing many  municipal  reformsand  much-needed  im- 
provements. In  1887  he  became  Treasurer  of  the 
city  and  filled  that  position  one'year.  He  also  served 
for  one  year  as  Supervisor,  and  in  all  the  official 
positions  occupied  by  liira  has  served  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  universal  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  In  regard  to  social  connections,  he  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  member  of  the  order  of 
United  Woodmen  of  America. 


T[_^AItVEY  CADY,  a  representative  general 
Wji  agriculturist  of  Berrien  Township,  Berrien 
Ife^  County,  Mich.,  has  for  fifty  years  been  a 
'^,  witness  of  the  rapid  growth  and  upward 
progress  of  his  immediate  locality,  which,  from  an 
almost  unbroken  wilderness,  has  within  this  period 
of  time  been  transformed  into  meadow-land,  wav- 
ing fields  and  populous  country.  Mr.  Cady  is  a 
native  of  Cayuga  County.  N.  Y.,  and  was  born 
jn  April,  1829.  His  parents,  Aleale  and  Abigail 
[Royce)  Cady,  were  both  natives  of  the  Empire 
Htole,  tlie  ijioLliev's  esu'lj'  home  being  in  Cayuga, 


while  the  father  was  born  in  Sai-atoga  County. 
The  parents  were  united  in  the  birthplace  of  the 
mothei',  and  after  their  marriage  continued  for 
many  years  to  reside  in  Cayuga  County,  where 
the  father  carried  on  a  shoemaking  business,  and 
also  engaged  in  farming.  In  1843,  with  their 
family,  the  parents,  journeying  to  the  West,  locat- 
ed in  Michigan,  settHng  on  section  34,  Berrien 
Township.  They  were  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances and  were  prospered  in  their  new  home. 
The  fathei'  industriously  converted  the  wild  land 
into  an  extensive  and  finely  improved  homest«ad 
and  owned  over  a  three  hundred  acre  tract.  Tiie 
worthy  parents  took  an  active  interest  in  all  the 
matters  of  the  township,  and,  passing  away  at  an 
advanced  age,  were  regretted  by  their  old  friends 
and  neighbors. 

Homes  were  few  and  far  between  in  those  early 
days  of  1843,  but  as  changes  came  the  father  iden- 
tified himself  with"  the  growth  of  enterprise.  He 
and  his  good  wife  were  valued  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  actively  aided  in 
religious  work.  Politically,  Father  Cady  was  an 
old-line  Whig  and  conservative  in  his  views.  A 
man  of  fair  education,  he  was  School  Inspector  for 
several  yeai-s  and  faithfully  assisted  in  the  promo- 
tion of  educational  advancement.  He  was  a  fine 
penman  and  skillful  in  making  out  reports  and  all 
the  practical  work  detnanded  by  an  executive  posi- 
tion. Harvey  Cady  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  State  in  his  early  boyhood  and  later  com- 
pleted his  studies  in  the  little  log  schoolhouse  of 
Berrien  Township.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  began  life  for  himself  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  He  followed  the  occupation 
for  nine  years  and  then  entered  into  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture  in  Three  Oaks  Township,  farming 
the  northeast  eighty  acres  of  that  township  for 
twenty  years.  In  1882  our  subject  settled  on  his 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  acres, 
most  of  it  under  cultivation  and  now  rented  to  a 
tenant. 

In  1857,  Harvey  Cady  and"  Miss  Cornelia 
Bailey  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Cady,  a 
most  estimable  lady,  now  deceased,  was  a  daughter 
of  pioneer  settlers  of  Berrien  County.  Reared 
amid  primitive  scenes,  she  was  a  native  of  CftS9 
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County,  Mich.,  and,  born  in  1838,  passed  away  in 
1877.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children: 
George  W.,  wlio  resides  in  I^  Porte,  Ind.;  Mattie, 
the  wife  of  Erastus  Hickman,  who  has  two  children 
and  lives  at  Three  Oaks;  Fiiniiie  M.,  the  wife  of 
A.  J.  Valentine,  who  has  two  children  and  is  at 
home  in  llenton  Harbor;  and  Fred  William,  the 
yolingest-born.  Mr.  Cady  was  a  second  time 
married,  in  1878,  to  Esther  Barnes,  a  daughter  of 
Ivory  Barnes,  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Cady  was  born 
in  Berrien  County  and,  receiving  a  good  education, 
completed  her  studies  in  Valparaiso.  Slie  is  an  ac- 
complished lady  and  tanght  school  several  years  in 
Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Cady  have  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  II.  McDonald  Cady. 
Formerly  ii  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Mrs.  Cady  is  now  connected  with  the 
United  Bi-othren  Chureh  and  is  an  active  worker 
and  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school  of  this  latter  de- 
nomination. Our  subject  was  for  some  length  of 
time  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  Three  Oaks 
and  aided  liis  children  to  obtain  an  excellent  edu- 
tsation.  The  family  contains  a  bright  little  girl. 
Myrtle  Barnes,  a  sweet  singer  and  the  daughter  of 
a  brother  of  Mrs.  Cady,  who  is  bringing  this  little 
child  up  as  her  own.  Politically,  Mr.  Cady  is  a 
Republican,  and,  intelligently  posted  on  both  local 
and  national  issues,  is  a  liberal  and  progressive 
citizen,  identified  with  raattere  of  mutual  welfare 
and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 
Together  with  his  excellent  wife  and  family,  our 
subject  occupies  an  enviable  position  of  usefulness 
and  inliuenee  and  possesses  many  sincere  friends. 


i-^+*-i 


I^ITT  J.  PIERCE.  The  pioneers  of  south- 
I  Jl'  western  Michigan  have  a  worthy  reprb- 
'^p*^  sentative  in  this  venerable  man,  who  is 
^  spending  the  twilight  of  his  life  at  his 
pleasant  home  in  Buchanan.  He  was  born  in 
Hamburgh,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  9th  of  No- 
vember, 1817.  His  grandfather,  Giles,  and  his  fa- 
ther. George  Pierce,  were  both  natives  of  Vermont, 
and  the   latter  was  an  active  participanj  in   the 


War  of  1812.     The  mother  of  our  subject,  I.ydia 
Littlefield,  was  also  born  in  the  Green    Mountain 
State,  and  her  brother  was  at  one  lime  the  Sheriff 
of  Buffalo,  K.  Y. 
!        After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject 
!    located  on  a  farm  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,and  there 
■    resided   until  about  1827,  when  they  removed  to 
j    Ohio  and  made  settlement  about  seven  miles  south 
'    of    Paiwesville.     In    1850    they    came  to  Berrien 
I    County,  where  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
]  score  yeai-s.     The  mother  passed  away  when  sev- 
enty-five years  of  age.     They  had  three  sons  who 
grew  to    manhood,   but  one  of   these  is  now  de- 
ceased.   The  survivors  are   Pitt  J.  and  George. 
The   firet-named    was  a  lad  of   ten   years  when  he 
removed  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  and  there  grew 
to  a  sturdy  and  self-reliant  manhood. 

In  ia40,  with  his  wife  and  child  and  less  than 
*6  as  his  entire  o-ipital,  Mr.  Pierce  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  established  a  home  for  his  family  in 
Berrien  County.  Ufjon  tiie  present  site  of  New 
Troy,  then  covered  with  a  dense  forest  growth,  he 
located  and  commenced  to  improve  a  farm.  Al- 
though he  had  innumerable  obstacles  U>  encoun- 
ter during  those  early  days,  he  was  hopeful,  am- 
bitious and  not  easily  discouraged.  In  a  short 
time  the  farm  was  placed  under  cultivation,  and 
with  a  golden  tribute  each  year  repaid  him  for  his 
exertions.  Years  passed  by,  and  as  the  seasons 
came  and  went  the  value  of  the  land  increased, 
and  its  improvements  caused  it  to  rank  as  ojie 
of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  In  1891,  after 
a  half-century  of  toil,  Mr.  Pierce  retired  to  the 
rest  so  richly  merited  and  deservedly  won.  He 
now  rents  his  three  hundred  and  thirty  acre  es 
tate  and  derives  a  fair  income  therefrom. 

In  Hamden,  Ohio,  in  1839,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Pitt  .1.  Pierce  to  Miss  Mary  Hill,  a  native 
of  the  Buckeye  State.  Three  children  were  born 
i  of  the  union,  but  one  died  in  infancy.  A.  W.,  a 
resident  of  Troy,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  that  community  and  is  now  officiating  ns 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  I.ucinda  M.  married  R.  B. 
Jennings,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Buchanan. 
The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Pierce  occurred  in 
1890  and  united  him  with  Mrs.  ,Tufcia  A.  Hess,  the 
widow    of  Michael    Iless-.     Mrs.   ('ieree   w.^s   boin 
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and  reared  in  Oliio,  and  is  a  iady  of  many  woftliy 
qualities,  being  amiable,  cultured  and  bospit-abk'. 
Althoiigli  for  many  yeai-s  a  RepoblJcan,  Mr.  I'icree 
lias  recently  cbanged  his  political  views  somewhat, 
and  now  su]iport«  tlie  principles  of  Democracy. 


JANIKL  tSHEKHAN.  Among  the  sueeess- 
I  fill  business  enterprises  of  Niles  is  the 
plumbing,  steam  and  gas  fitting  establish- 
ment owned  and  conducted  by  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Reginiiing  iu  life  for  himself,  he 
was  without  (apitol  other  than  that  which  is  rep- 
resented by  habits  of  industry  and  self-reliance. 
These  qualities,  combined  with  excellent  judg- 
ment and  sound  common-sense,  have  secured  for 
him  a  measure  of  success  beyond  what  is  usually 
obtained. 

A  native  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Shechan  was  born  in 
I'ortlaw,  County  Waterford,  on  tlic  Ist  of  July, 
1843.  His  parents,  Cornelius  and  Martha  (I'ike) 
Sheelian,wei-e  natives  of  the  Kinernld  Isle. and  the 
father  was  a  tailor  by  trade.  In  1844  lie  brought 
his  family  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New 
York  City,  where  lie  remained  a  short  time.  In 
1848  be  came  to  Michigan,  an<I  located  in  Ann 
Arlior,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
t»ur  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in-  Ann 
Arbor  and  was  a  student  in  a  public  school  of 
that  city.  Gibbon  lias  said  that  "every  person 
has  two  educations,  one  which  he  receives  from 
Others,  and  one,  more  important,  which  iie  gives 
to  himself."  Of  the  first  of  these  Mr.  Shechan  has 
little  practical  knowledge,  but  with  the  latter  he 
IS  familiar..  His  education  may  be  said  to  have 
been  gained  princtpaliy  in  the  great  school  of  ex- 
perience. Through  habits  of  close  observation  and 
systematic  rending  he  gained  a  breadth  of  knowl- 
edge not  always  possessed  by  college-bred  men. 

Upon  starting  in  business  Mr.  Sheehan  followed 
the  trade  of  a  plumber,  which  be  had  learned  in 
boyhood.  In  1867  he  mairied  Miss  Mavy  Kear- 
ney, of  Ann  Arbor,  and  during  the  following 
year  he  came  to  Kites,  where  for  a  time  he  w»s   in 


the  employ  of  John  W.  Payne,  a  plumbnr  of  this 
city,  whom  he  afterward  bought  out.  When  the 
water-works  were  introduced  into  Niles  Mr.  Shee- 
han pui'cliased  a  stock  of  plumbing,  gas  and  water 
fixtures  and  established  a  business  which  has  en- 
joyed  a  continuous  growth.  He  constructed  the 
sewers  of  Niles,  which  he  afterward  sold  to  the 
city,  and  has  in  other  ways  secured  the  introduc- 
tion of  modern  improvements  in  Niles. 

Although  of  foreign  birth,  Mr.  .Sheehan  pos- 
sesses tlie  patriotism  of  a  true  American  citizen, 
and  during  the  Civil  War  enlisted  in  1862  as  a 
member  of  Company  ll.  Twentieth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, commanded  by  Capt.  Wiltsee.  lie  partici- 
pated in  tlie  battles  of  tlie  Wilderness,  Spottsyl- 
vania.  Cold  Harbor,  East  Tennessee,  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,aiidother  minor  engagements  tlii-ough- 
out  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  ordei-ed  to  Washington,  where 
he  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  in  July,  1865, 
and  aflervvard  i-etiirned  to  Ann  Arbor.  Politically 
he  is  a  Republican.  In  his  religious  connections 
he  is  a  faithful  member  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic 
Ciiureh  and  active  in  its  support. 


\rAMKS  A.  COVERDALE.  For  many  yeai-s 
I  this  gentleman  was  prominently  connected 
^^J!  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Cass 
'J^f'  County,  and  in  his  death  Milton  Township 
lost  one  of  its  most  enterprising  and  popular  eiti-  ' 
zens.  He  was  a  native  of  Sussex  County,  Del., 
Iiaving  been  born  August  10,  1826,  and  was  the 
third  of  a  family  of  five  children  born  to  Israel 
and  Nancy  Coverdale.  At  the  age  of  ten  years 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigtin,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  meantime 
enjoying  such  advantages  as  were  afforded  by  the 
schools  of  Cass  County. 

Thi-oughout  his  entire  active  life,  Mr.  Cover- 
dale  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  A 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  he  held  numerous 
school  offices,  and  was  elected  to  other  positions  of 
honor,  which,  however,  lie    refused   to  accept  on 
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account  of  the  delicate  state  of  his  health.  In  his 
religious  belief  he  was  a  Methodist  and  offlciated 
as  Trustee  in  a  church  here,  contributing  with  t!ie 
utmost  generosity  to  its  support,  as  well  as  to 
other  religions  enterprises.  His  death  occurred 
March  15,  1892,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Smith 
Chapel  Cemetery,  in  Milton  Township.  Though 
he  has  passed  fi-om  the  scenes  of  earth  he  still  lives 
in  the  hearts  of  those  most  dear  to  him,  as  well  as 
in  the  affection  of  his  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 
He  was  for  five  years  a  Director  in  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  had  been  elected 
for  the  sixth  year  only  a  few  weeks  prior  to  his 
death. 

The  lady  who  for  a  long  time  was  the  devoted 
wife  and  affectionate  counselor  of  Mr.  Coverdale, 
and  who  now  remains  to  mourn  his  loss,  was  form- 
erly Miss  Elizabeth  Abbott  and  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  Del.,  on  the  16th  of  October,  1829.  Her 
father,  George  Abbott,  and  iier  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Jones,  were  both  natives 
of  Delaware,  and  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
di-en,  Mrs,  Coverdale  being  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  She  received  her  education  principally  in 
Delaware,  but  also  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Milton  Township,  Cass  County,  for  one  term.  Her 
parents  were  in  humble  circumstances  when  they 
came  to  Michigan,  and  she  worked  during  one 
summer  in  Niles.  After  her  marriage,  which  took 
place  on  the  7th  of  December,  1848,  she  located 
with  her  husband  on  the  farm  where  she  now  lives. 
Their  first  home  was  a  little  log  house,  containing 
two  rooms,  but  in  1871  this  humble  dwelling  was 
replaced  by  the  present  elegant  frame  residence 
that  now  adorns  the  place. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coverdale  there  were  born 
seven  children,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of 
James  Wateon,  of  Boone  County,  Neb.;  Calista 
J.,  who  died  shortly  after  her  marriage  to  Robert 
Clark;  Floi-ence  B.,  the  wife  of  Edward  Stewart, 
of  Niles;  Alice  E.  and  James  F.,  deceased;  Minnie, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Champion,  a  prominent 
grocer  of  Niles;  and  Alberta,  who  is  at  home  with 
her  mother.  Mrs.  Coverdale  owns  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  ajid  twenty  acres,  to  which,  since  her 
husband's  death, she  has  given  her  personal  super- 
vision.    As  she  possesses  high  ability  and  excel- 


lent judgment,  she  makes  of  her  farming  business 
a  complete  success,  and  the  estate  under  her  care- 
ful management  maintains  the  high  standard  of 
excellence  it  reached  in  Mr.  Coverdale's  lifetime. 


S«'*n«-il^^=^-^ 


JHOUS 
worth 


HOUSWORTH.  All  his  life  Mr.  lions- 
worth  has  followed,  with  substantial  results, 
ipation  to  which  he  was  reared,  that 
i^^  of  a  farmer.  He  has  been  identified  with 
the  best  interests  of  the  county  since  coming 
here,  and  his  intelligence,  enterprise  and  many  es- 
timable qualities  have  acquired  for  him  a  popu- 
larity not  derived  from  anj'  factitious  circum- 
stances, but  a  spontaneous  and  permanent  tribute 
to  his  merit.  Possessed  of  unusual  intelligence,  ho 
seeks  to  develop  himself  as  well  as  his  agricultural 
interests  in  the  best  and  broadest  directions. 

Mr,  Housworth  was  originally  from  the  good 
old  State  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Snyder  County, 
July  17,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Garman)  Housworth,  both  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  The  elder  Mr,  Housworth  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  his  native  State  for 
many  years,  and  was  fairly  successful  in  the  pur- 
suit. Tempted  by  the  promise  held  forth  by  Mich- 
igan as  a  rich  farming  region,  he  turned  his  face 
Westward,  and  crossed  the  borders  of  that  Slate  in 
1867.  He  located  in  Berrien  County,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  and  improving  a 
good  farm  until  his  death,  when  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  His  wife  died  in  Snyder  County,  Pa., 
when  sixty  years  of  age.  They  were  in  every 
way  upright,  honorable  citizens,  and  made  warm 
friends  whei'ever  they  located. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  theeigbth  in  or- 
der of  birth  of  the  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  born  to  the  above-mentioned  couple, 
and  was  the  fourth  son.  The  early  part  of  his 
life  was  passed  in  active  <Uities  on  the  farm  and 
in  attending  the  district  school,  where  he  secured 
a  fair  education.  In  the  3-ear  1867  he  came  to 
Micliigan  with  his  parentj,  but  in  December  of  the 
same  year  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  on  the 
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17th  of  that  month  was  married  to  Mias  M.  Shafer,  i 
a  native  of  that  State.  Directly  after  his  mar-  j 
riage  Mr.  Housworth  and  wife  made  thrii  way  to  i 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Berrien  County,  wlieve  he  i 
worked  by  tlie  day  for  two  years.  j 

After    that  lie  rented   a  farm,  on  which  he  te-    ' 
niained  for  ttiree  years,  then  anotiier  on  which  he   j 
tilled  the  soil  for  seven  years.     In  1880hebonght   ! 
the   farm    on  which    he  now  resides,  and  as  there   ' 
were    but    few    improvements   made   on   it  he  has    j 
been  actively  engaged  in  clearing  and  bringing  it  i 
to  its  present  high  state  of  cultivation.     He  now   ' 
has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  his  section,  and  has 
every  reason  to  be  proud  of  it.    He  lias  eiglity  acres  ; 
of  productive  soil,  with  four  acres  in  timl5er,anfl  the   ' 
land  is  worth  at  least  $100  peracre.     Mr.  Housworth   | 
is  a  Democi'al  in  his  political  views,  but  is  not  a    ! 
strict  partisan,  voting  for  the  man  irrespective  of   i 
party.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church    i 
at  Buchanan,  and  has  held  office  in  thesame.     His 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  a 
daughter  and  son,  Minnie  and  Clayton  W.,  both 
at  home. 


ir  ALK  E.  CROSBY,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
\f)i'  in  Three  Oaks,  was  born  in  the  village  of 
!^^^  Ashburnham,  Worcester  Count3',  Mass.,  Oc- 
^P  tober  15,  1816.  The  family  of  which  he  is 
an  honored  representative  was  for  many  successive 
generations  closely  identified  with  the  history  of 
New  England,  and  has  contributed  to  our  country 
si>mc  of  its  most  influential  citizens.  Tracing  the 
family  lineage  back  to  the  arrival  of  the  first  mem- 
lier  in  the  United  States,  we  find  that  in  1635  there 
arrived  on  tlie  vessel  "Susan  &  KUyn"  one  Simon 
Crosby,  aged  twenty-six,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  aged 
twenty-five.  They  settled  in  Cambridge,  where  he 
became  one  of  the  Selectmen,  and  resided  until  his 
death  in  1639.  It  is  supposed  that  he  brought 
considei'able  money  to  this  country  with  him,  as 
he  acqnii-ed  the  ownership  of  a  large  amount  of 
land. 

In  the  family  of  Simon  and    Ann    Crosby  there 


were  three  children,  Thomas,  Simon  and  Joseph. 
From  the  second  of  these  we  trace  the  lineage 
through  Josiah;  then  through  Josiah,  of  Bilieriea 
Mass., who  was  killed  by  the  Indians;  and  Josiah,  of 
Amherst,  N.  H.,  to  Fitch,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
Grandfather  Crosby  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  the 
wai-s  with  the  Indians  on  the  Connecticut  River, 
and  afterward  became  a  captain  in  the  Revolu- 
tionai-y  War,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  and  other  noted  engagements,  lie  married 
Miss  Sarah  Fitch,  who  was  boni  March  2.5,  1732, 
their  marriage  being  solemnized  August  23,  1750. 

Fitch  Crosby  was  born  in  Milford,  N.  H.,  July 
14,  1773,  and  learned  tlie  trade  of  a  clothier  in 
Concord,  Mass.  He  established  himself  first  at 
Acworth  and  later,  in  1800,  went  lo  Ashburnham, 
Mass.,  where  for  some  time  he  carried  on  his  busi- 
ness, cultivating  at  the  same  time  a  small  farm. 
On  the  1st  of  March,  1798,  he  married  Miss  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Josiah  Davis.  She  was  born 
December  7,  1778,  and  died  on  the  20tli  of  May, 
1867,  having  been  an  invalid  for  many  years  prior 
to  her  decease.  She  was  an  earnest  Christian 
woman  and  was  a  devoted  wife  and  an  affection- 
ate mother.  Mr.  Crosby  was  also  a  good  and  pious 
man,  possessing  a  calm  and  equable  disposition 
and  upright  character.  He  passed  away  on  the 
17th  of  March,  1852. 

In  the  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
there  were  three  children:  Charles,  who  died  in 
Massachusetts  at  the  advanced  age  of  foiir-s(MDre 
and  one  jears;  Josiah  D.,  who  was  a  minister 
in  the  Congregational  Church  in  Massachusetts, 
and  died  in  June,  1888,  aged  eighty-one  yeai-s; 
and  Hale  E.,  who  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  fam- 
ily. The  last-named  was  reared  in  Ashburnham, 
Mass.,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  place.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  went 
to  Lowell,  Mass.,  as  an  apprentice  in  the  otflce  of 
the  Lowell  Observer,  and  he  afterward  was  em- 
ployed in  the  olHce  of  Gould  &  Newman,  at  An- 
dover,  Mass.  From  there  lie  went  to  Concord, 
N.  H,  and  carried  on  his  studies  in  the  Concord 
Literary  Institution. 

After  leaving  school  Mr.  Crosby  commenced 
the  public.ition  of  an  anti-slavery  paper  called  the 
HerahJ.  of  Preedom,  which  was  edited  by  N.  P.  Rog- 
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ers  and  was  one  of  the  most  radical  papers  of  its 
kind.  For  about  tliree  years  our  subject  was  iden- 
tified with  the  ^eraii  o/ JVeerfoTO,  after  which  he 
purchased  a  stoek  of  goods  and  opened  a  store  in 
Ashbv,  Mass.,  removing  thence  to  FisherviUe, 
N.H,,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
for  two  years. 

In  1844  Mr.  Crosby  went  to  New  Buffalo,  Mich., 
where  he  superintended  the  selling  out  of  a  stock 
of  goods  that  he  and '  his  fatlier-in-law  liad  at 
that  place.  When  that  work  was  finished  he  lo- 
cated upon  a  farm  in  what  is  now  the  eastern 
part  of  New  Buffalo  Township.  He  purchased  the 
property  frojn  J.  I^^i'own,  who  had  entered  it 
from  the  Government,  Upon  locating  there  he  at 
once  commenced  the  work  of  clearing  the  laud, 
which  was  in  its  original  wild  condition.  At  first 
he  bought  only  eighty  acres,  paying  therefor  about 
$2  per  acre,  but  as  frequently  as  convenient  he 
added  to  the  property  until  his  landed  possessions 
aggregated  three  hundred  acres.  He  continued  to 
live  at  that  place  from  1840  until  1886,  when  he 
removed  to  Three  Oaks  and  has  since  made  liis 
home  in  this  village. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Crosby  took  place  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1838,  his  bride  being  Miss  Mary 
Chamlierlain,  who  was  born  in  Pembroke,  N.  H., 
November  3, 1818,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Moses 
Chamberlain.  A  family  of  six  children  came  to 
bless  their  home,  three  of  whom  are  living, namely: 
Josiah  !{.,  who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union 
in  1861,  before  he  had  attained  his  majority,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  holding  the  rank 
of  a  non-commissioned  officer,  and  who  is  now  liv- 
ing near  the  old  homestead;  Henry  C.,who  resides 
on  the  home  farm  in  New  Buffalo  Township;  and 
John  A.,  a  practicing  physician  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  Mr.  Crosbj'  has  an  adopted  daughter,  El- 
enora,  who  makes  her  home  witli  htm  and  tenderly 
cares  for  him  in  his  declining  years.  The  deceased 
children  are  Charles  and  William,  each  of  whom 
died  at  the  age  of  about  one  year,  and  an  infant 
that  died  unnamed.  On  the  7th  of  January, 
1890,  the  family  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in  the 
death  of  the  loving  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a 
woman  of  saintly  character.  She  was  a  meml)er 
of    the    Congregational    Church,  devoted    to    the 


cause  of  religion,  and  during  the  late  war  was 
tireless  in  her  efforts  to  supply  provisions,  cloth- 
ing, etc.,  for  the  soldiers. 

In  former  yeara  Mr.  Crosby  was  an  Abolitionist, 
and  after  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  identified  himself  with  it,  remaining  an 
adherent  of  its  principles  until  the  election  of 
Cleveland,  since  which  time  he  has  been  indepen- 
dent, casting  his  ballot  for  the  best  men  and  the 
best  interests,  irrespective  of  party.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  represented  the  township  of  New 
Buffalo  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
served  as  its  Chairman  for  one  year.  In  IS^^^Tft/  O X" 
he  represented  Berrien  County  in  the  Stat«  Legis- 
lature, where  his  services  were  eminently  satisfac- 
tory to  his  constituency.  While  filling  that  posi- 
tion the  Agricultural  College  was  founded,  and  he 
gave  to  that  movement  his  hearty  support.  He 
also  advocated  the  law  encouraging  the  school 
districts  to  purchase  Webster's  Dictionary  for 
school  purposes,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Education.  He  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Congregational  Church  at  New  Buf- 
falo and  has  served  as  a  Deacon  in  the  chui-eli, 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church 
and  Sunday-school.  Mr.  Crosby  never  used  in- 
toxicating liquors  or  tobacco  in  any  form,  nor  tea 
nor  coffee.  In  early  boyhood  he  formed  the  habit 
of  using  only  cold  water  as  a  beverage  and  con- 
tinued the  habit  through  life. 


ffOEL  LAYMAN,  a  prominent  citizen  and 
enterprising  general  agriculturist,  residing 
upon  section  12,  Berrien  Township,  Berrien 
?fi  Conuty,  Mich.,  has  made  his  upward  way 
in  life  entirely  through  his  energetic  efforts  and 
self-reliant  industry,  and  is  an  example  of  the 
success  attainable  by  a  man  of  good  habits  and 
good  judgment,  who,  with  earnest  resolution, 
meets  difficulties  courageously  and  patiently  over- 
comes obstacles.  Our  subject  was  born  September 
4,1824,  in    Franklin  County,  Va.,  in   a    litfle   log 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


901 


cabin  about  ten  feet  square.  Ills  fatlier,  Daniel 
I^rfiyman,  also  a  native  of  the  same  State  and 
county,  and  born  in  1797,  was  by  trade  a  black- 
smith and  also  tilled  the  soil  of  the  Old  Dominion. 
Tlie  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  fought  with  courage.  The 
mother,  Rhoda  (Lumsden)  I^y™^'*!  also  a  native 
of  Franklin  County,  Va.,  bom  in  1803,  was  the 
daughter  of  Dudley  and  Sarali  (Cliitwood)  Lums- 
den,  her  parents  being  of  Englisli  descent.  The 
Ijaymans  were  of  German  ancestry,  liard- working 
and  honest  people.  The  father  and  mother,  reared 
and  married  in  their  native  place,  spent  some 
time  after  in  Virginia,  and  in  1837  journeyed 
to  Caas  County,  Midi.,  settling  in  Pokagon,  where 
they  remained  upon  a  rented  farm  until  1841,  at 
which  time  they  settled  in  BejTieii  Township  upon 
section   11, 

The  eighty-acre  tract  upon  wliicli  the  parents 
made  their  home  was  heavily  timbered  and  in  the 
wilderness.  Living  in  a  little  log  liouse,  the 
mother  and  children  did  what  they  could  to  assist 
the  father,  who  cleared  the  land  with  steady 
swinging  blows  of  his  sturdy  axe,  and  meantime 
engaged  in  his  trade,  tlius  supplying  his  wife  and 
little  ones  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  Gi"adually, 
from  poverty  the  father  made  his  way  upward. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  all  mattei's  of  mutual 
welfare,  and  politically  he  was  a  l>cmocrat.  Their 
home  was  blessed  with  the  presence  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  our  subject, Joel; 
then  followed  Giles,  Esau,  Martha,  Kusan  Dickson, 
Elizabeth  Strong  and  John,  all  surviving.  Four 
died  in  early  youth.  The  father  died  in  1880, 
and  the  mother  in  1882. 

Joel  layman  received  only  five  terms  of  school- 
.  ing,  and  is,  mainly  through  habits  of  observation 
and  reading,  self-educated.  At  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  having  previously  worked  upon  his  father's 
farm,  our  subject  began  life  for  himself  by  clear- 
ing land,  and  through  the  closest  economy  managed 
to  finally  buy  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  upon  sec- 
tion 10,  where  A.  J.  Easton  now  resides,  and  to 
which  purchase  Mr.  Layman  added  another  forty 
acres. 

In  1849,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss    Eilcn    Jenkins,   a    daughter    of    James    and 


l^titia  (Mai-s)  Jenkins,  both  natives  of  Fayette 
County,  \a..  where  the  father  was  born  in  1800, 
the  mother  in  1802.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenkins  were 
wedded  in  Virginia,  and  remained  in  their  early 
home  until  1832,  when  they  settled  upon  section 
23,  Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
making  a  permanent  home  far  from  the  scenes  of 
their  youth.  The  mother  died  in  1869;  the  father 
survived  until  187.5.  Of  tlieirnine  children,  four 
are  living;  Mrs.  Layman,  John,  Lewis  and  William, 
Early  a  Whig,  the  fathei'  was  laler  a  Democrat. 
The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject,  born  May  4, 
1830,  in  Fayette  County,  W.  Va.,  was  an  infant 
when  she  came  to  Michigan,  and  received  her 
education  in  the  little  log  house  of  the  district. 
Mr.  and  Mra.  Layman  have  three  children.  Henry 
F.,  born  in  1851.  married  Mary  Flewallan,  hasfour 
children  and  resides  on  section  23;  Irene,  born  in 
1850,  and  the  wife  of  Edgar  Ulanchard,  is  the 
mother  of  one  son  and  lives  in  Cass  County;  Lydia 
A.,  born  in  1860,  the  wife  of  Albert  S.  Eicketts, 
makes  her  home  on  the  old  farm.  After  clearing 
and  improving  forty  acres  of  the  Enston  farm, 
Mr.  Layman,  in  March,  1854,  removed  to  his  pres-  " 
ent  homestead,  then  all  wild  land,  heavily  tim- 
bered. He  at  once  built  a  frame  shanty,  and 
gradually  transformed  the  acres  into  the  highly 
cultivated  farm  of  to-day.  He  began  life  with  an 
axe  as  his  stock  in  trade;  his  wife  owned  little 
more  than  her  thimble,  but  the  two  partners  in  joy 
and  sorrow  liave  made  a  success  of  their  matri- 
monial venture,  and  are  now  enjoying  a  com- 
petence. 

The  homestead  contains  two  hundred  and  foily- 
two  a:cres  of  land,  all  under  cultivation  except 
thirty  acres  of  timber.  Possessing  a  natural  gift 
in  handling  tools,  Mr.  Layman  is  an  expert  me- 
chanic, and  in  1856  built  a  commodious  barn,  and 
in  1860  erected  a  comfortable  residence.  The 
children  i-eceived  a  good  education,  and  the 
youngest  has  taught  school.  Our  subject  and  his 
excellent  wife  have  for  many  years  been  active 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Layman, 
as  an  officer  of  the  School  Board  for  a  long  period, 
materially  assisted  in  the  advancement  of  the 
schools  of  tlic  district.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  u  prominent  man  of  the  local  party,  but 
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has  no  desire  for  office.  Elected  Supervisor  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  in  botli  instances  resigned. 
He  has,  however,  served  with  great  acceptability 
as  Constable.  In  1871,  Mr.  Layman  met  with  a 
terrible  accident.  His  t«am  ran  away,  and,  throw- 
ing him  out,  he  struck  with  great  force  against  a 
fence  and  fractured  his  skull,  broke  his  left  jaw 
and  injured  his  ear.  11  was  a  long  time  before  he 
even  partially  recovered,  Mr.  Layman  now  i-ents 
his  land,  and,  having  retired  from  active  labor, 
enjoys  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life  and  the 
pleasant  society  of  his  family  and  a  large  circle 
of  old  friends,  tried  and  true. 


EDMUND  B.  STORMS.     lierrien  County  in 

the  past  has  furnished  many  examples  of 
/  the  success  attendant  upon  pei-sisteut  in- 
dustry, fortified  by  the  intelligence  that  impels  to 
the  improvement  of  opportunities,  and  to-day, 
surrounded  by  all  the  conveniences  of  life,itbears 
witness  to  the  wisdom  of  those  hardy  pioneers 
who,  in  the  days  when  none  of  these  things  were, 
hewed  out  homes  for  themselves  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Among  the  enterprises  wliicli  have  met  with 
a  well-merited  reward  may  be  mentioned  the  Earl- 
Storms  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Niles. 

Since  its  inception  in  March  of  1891,  this  com- 
pany has  enjoyed  a  steady  increase  of  trade  and 
expansion  of  facilities.  It  makes  a  specialty  of 
the  manufacture  of  step-ladders  and  combination 
chairs,  the  quality  of  which  is  such  as  tocommend 
the  firm  to  the  patronage  of  the  general  public. 
The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  company,  Ed- 
mund B.  Storms,  was  born  in  Niles  Township, 
lierrien  County,.  Mich.,  January  24,  1853.  His 
father,  Lewis  Storms,  was  a  njvtive  of  New  York, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1838  and 
made  settlement  in  Berrien  County.  There  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  l{aker,  a  native 
of  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Baker,  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still 
living,  but  his  father  haa  passed  away 


i  only  members  of  the  parental  family  were 
ibjeet  and  a  sister.  He  attended  the  comsnon 
the  home  neighborhood,  later  prose- 
cuted his  studies  in  a  select  school  at  Niles,  and 
suljsequently  entered  a  business  college  at  Kala- 
mazoo, whei-e  he  fitted  liimself  for  the  practical 
duties  of  life.  At  an  early  age  he  advocated  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party  with  enthusi- 
asm and  vigor,  and  he  has  never  had  any  reason 
to  change  his  views  on  political  subjects.  In  1886 
he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Berrien  County  and 
served  with  efficiency  until  the  expiration  of  his 
term.  lie  ais©  filled  the  positions  of  Supervisor 
and  Township  Treasurer  for  a  number  of  yeai-s. 

Shortly  after  retiring  from  the  office  of  Treas- 
urer, Mr.  Storms  embarked  in  the  manufacturing 
business,  under  the  title  of  the  Earl-Storms  Manu- 
facturing Company,  B.  F.  Earl  being  the  General 
Manager,  and  our  subject  serving  as  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  From  the  flret  the  firm  enjoyed  a 
steady  and  prosperous  business,  and  employment 
is  now  given  to  a  large  force  of  experienced  work- 
men. Mr.  Storms  has  a  pleasant  home  on  Dakota 
Avenue,  where  after  the  day's  duties  are  ended 
he  finds  a  delightful  release  from  the  cares  of 
business.  He  was  married  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1888,  to  Miss  Myra  Stanley,  of  Ndes,  an  es- 
timable lady,  wliose  position  in  the  socinl  circles 
of  Niles  is  the  highest. 


RS.  S.  B.  WHITE,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
born  in  Greenfield,  Samtoga  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  November  22,  1826.  William 
Brown,  her  father,  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1798.  of  parents  whoso  lineage  included 
the  name  of  Roger  Williams  and  the  Windsors 
and  Browns  of  the  early  religious  and  political  life 
of  New  England.  He  inherited  from  such  an- 
cestrj'  the  deep  religious  faith  and  earnest  polit- 
ical convictions  to  which  he  adhered  through  a 
long,  cousistentand  useful  life.  From  early  man- 
hood he  was  a  resident  of  Saratoga  County.  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  the  year  1823 


Hosted  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BJOftRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


903 


to  Hannah  Grippin.  whose  sterling  qualities  of 
piaelieal  piety,  goo<1  sense,  energy  and  tlirift 
attested  her  New  England  origin.  In  1854 
they  removed  to  Watervliet,  Midi.,  where  the  re- 
mainder of  tlieir  honored  and  respected  lives  was 
passed.  Mr.  Brown  died  in  1876,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  His  wife  died  in  1890,  aged 
eighty-eight  years. 

Mrs.  White  was  one  of  three  children,  the  others 
being  .Jenisha  A.,  now  residing  in  Saratoga  Conn- 
ty,  N.  Y.;  and  Mary  B.  J.ee,  residing  in  Minne- 
apolis, Minn.  Mrs.  White's  early  life  was  passed 
in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  JSlie  received  her 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Saratoga 
County  and  at  Glens  Falls  Acaderr.y,  and  for  six 
years  or  more  taught  in  the  schools  of  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.  In  18.53  slie  went  to  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  where  she  was  chosen  to  fill  the  position  of 
teacher  in  the  preparatory  department  of  the 
Milwaukee  Female  College,  where  she  remained 
for  years  previous  to  her  marriage. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  White,  Benja- 
min Brown,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  Unto  him  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Huldah  Windsor,  were 
born  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  three  of  whom, 
William,  Windsor  and  Lydia,  married  and  reared 
families,  while  two  remained  single.  Grandfather 
Brown  and  his  good  wife  settled  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  an  early  day,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  in  that  community.  They 
were  people  of  great  worth  of  cliaracter.  He  was 
a  Universalist  and  she  a  Baptist  in  religious  opin- 

August  28,  1856,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Dr.  Benjamin  F.  White,  who  was 
born  in  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y..  in  M.ay,  1828,  being 
the  son  of  George  and  Artemisia  (Havens)  White, 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  father,  who  was 
a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina- 
tion, was  sent  about  1840  to  Green  Bay,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  preachers.  In  1852  he 
went  to  California,  and  afterward  spent  a  few 
years  in  Fond  du  Lac  County,  Wis. 

First  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  White  was  quite  active  in  politics.  During 
the    Civil    War   he  received  the  appointment  of 


clerk  in  the  War  Department,  and  afterward  was 
transferred  to  the  Pejsion  Department.  He  died 
about  1885  at  Washington,  D.  Cat  the  age  of 
eighty-six.  He  had  retired  from  active  work 
about  three  years  prior  to  his  demise.  Possessing 
mental  gifts  of  an  unusually  high  order,  he  was 
peculiarly  Ktted  for  ministerial  work,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  preachers  in  that  denomi- 
nation. His  wife,  a  woman  of  rare  mental  quali- 
ties and  strength  of  character,  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  eigiity-three,  at  Wasliington,  D.  C.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children. 

In  the  common  schools  of  the  various  places 
where  his  father  resided,  Benjamin  F,  White 
received  his  education.  He  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  with  his  uncle.  Dr.  Havens,  in  Cherry 
Valley,  and  in  the  spring  of  1856  was  graduated 
(rom  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago.  In  1852  he 
went  to  California  and  remained  for  two  years, 
returning  thence  to  the  East  and  entering  Hush 
College,  as  above  stated.  At  the  close  of  his 
studies,  he  opened  an  ofMce  in  Two  Rivers,  Wis., 
where  he  conducted  his  practice  for  a  time.  Later 
he  went  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  where  he 
conducted  an  extensive  practice. 

In  the  spring  of  1861  he  was  commissioned 
Surgeon  of  the  First  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Col. 
Starkweather  commanding.  To  him  belonged  the 
distinction  of  having  been  the  first  surgeon 
appointed  in  the  State.  At  the  end  of  the  three 
months'  campaign  he  was  compelled  to  resign  on 
account  of  being  afflicted  with  chronic  diarrhtea, 
and,  being  too  ill  to  join  his  regiment  at  its  re-or- 
ganization,  returned  to  his  home,  honorably  dis- 
cliarged,  where  he  renjained  until  the  spring  of 
1862.  He  was  then  solicited  to  go  to  Madison, 
Wis.,  and  superintend  the  work  of  preparing  the 
hospital  for  the  reception  of  prisoners  from  Island 
No.  10,  but  pending  a  second  appointment  in  the 
army  as  surgeon,  was  again  taken  ill*  and  died  at 
Madison  May  i,  1862.  He  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent physicians  of  the  Stale  and  was  identified 
with  the  State  Medical  Association.  In  his  social 
connections,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Indepeudent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mre.  White  united  with 
the  Baptist   Church,  and  after   the  death  of  her 


Hosted  by 


Google 


904 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECCED. 


husband  slie  joined  the  Congregatioual  Church  at 
Watervliet,  Mich.  She  is  the  motlier  of  two 
children,  one  of  whom  survives,  Benjamin  F., 
who  was  born  in  Watervliet,  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  that  village.  July  2,  1891,  lie  married  Miss 
Ida  E.  Floodnian,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Ida 
E.  Floodman,  of  Trade  I-ake,  Wis, 


-"S*^^i@«U^I«NS- 


J' OSEPH  CALDWELL.  Among  the  worthy 
men  who  came  to  this  country  from  England, 
;  bringing  with  them  the  sturdy  character- 
istics of  the  British  yeomanry,  none  was 
more  esteemed  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  than  the 
gcntiemiin  whose  name  we  have  now  given;  and 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1872,  when  aborit 
sixty-eight  years  of  age,  ivas  felt  as  a  great  loss  to 
the  community.  He  was  born  in  Derbyshire, 
England,  in  18(14,  and  came  lo  America  about 
1823. 

Mr.  Caldwell  first  located  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  but  ten  years  later  came  Wj  White  Pigeon, 
Mich.,  in  the  spring  of  1832.  He  drove  a  team 
of  three  yoke  of  oxen,  hitched  to  a  wagon,  down 
an  Indian  trail,  which  was  the  second  team  and 
wagon  driven  into  St.  Joseph,  Berrien  County. 
In  1834  he  selected  a  piece  of  land  on  the  Paw 
I'aw  River,  and  in  1835  built  a  liouse  on  the 
|)lace  and  commenced  clearing  and  developing 
the  land.  In  1850  he  took  the  California  "gold  fe- 
ver," rented  his  farm,  and  was  in  California  about 
eighteen  months.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm 
and  remained  there  until  his  death.  His  first 
wife  died  in  Berrien  County  at  an  early  day,  and 
his  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Burj', 
daughter  of  John  D.  Bury,  who  was  also  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers. 

All  of  the  sis  children  born  to  this  union  grew 
to  mature  years  and  became  prominent  citizens. 
They  were  in  the  order  of  their  births  as  follows: 
Joseph;  John,whograduatedat  Hillsdale,  and  later 
entered  Eastman's  Business  College,  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y,,  where  his  death  occurred;  Josiah, 
of  Higar  Township,  Berrien  County;  Martha,  wife 


of  C:H,  liurrous,  of  Michigan;  lilizabeth,  of  Benton 
Township;  and  George,  of  Hagar  Township.  The 
father  of  these  children  was  a  most  worthy  citizen, 
and  although  his  active  life  has  ceased  on  earth, 
his  influence  extends  stiliand  will  continue  to  ex- 
tend among  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  well 
known  for  his  integrity  and  honesty,  and  was 
pre-eminently  a  kind  father  and  husband.  Mr. 
Caldwell  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  he  left  his  family  a  fine  estate  and, 
what  was  much  better,  an  untarnished  and  honor- 
able name.  The  Caldwell  family  has  ever  been, 
and  is  now,  one  of  the  most  prominent  ones  of 
the  county,  and  its  members  have  exerted  a  won- 
derful infiuence  over  the  progress  and  development 
of  the  same.  When  Mr.  Caldwell  first  settled  in 
Michigan  he  had  no  means  worth  speaking  abont, 
but  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  about  six  hun- 
dred acres  in  Hagar  and  Benton  Townships,  Ber- 
rien County.  What  he  accumulated  was  the  re- 
sult of  years  of  hard  labor,  for  he  was  in  no  sense 
a  speculator.  In  politics,  lie  was  an  old-time 
Democrat,  but  all  his  sons,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  are  Republicans. 

Joseph  Caldwell,  the  eldest  of  the  above-men- 
tioned children,  was  born  in  1851,  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  there  grew  to  manhood,  and 
attended  the  common  schools,  in  which  he  seciired 
a  good  practical  education.  Mareh  10,  1883,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Logan,  a  pleasant,  agreeable 
lady,and  he  hassince  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  being  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  the  home  place.  Wide-awake 
and  thorough-going,  progressive  and  enterprising, 
he  is  classed  among  the  best  farmers  of  his  section. 

Jnsiah,  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of  the  above- 
mentioned  children,  was  bom  in  Henton  Township, 
this  county,  in  18.55,  and  is  now  one  of  tlie  repre- 
sentative farmers  and  fruit-growers  of  Hagar 
Township.  Like  his  brother,  he  grew  up  with  a 
farm  experience  and  received  a  district-school  ed- 
ucation. Naturally  he  selected  agricultural  pur- 
suits as  hid  chosen  occupation,  and  settled  on  his 
poition  of  his  father's  estate,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  acres  in  Hagar  Township,  which  he 
lias  cleared  and  developed.  He  has  excellent 
buildings    on    his   farm,  and  in  connection   witli 
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fitviiiing  hv  i»  engaged  in  fruit-growing,  having  j 
alxHil  foiirtaen  acres  covered  witli  berries.  His  : 
house  iM  hcnutifiilly  iocated  on  the  lake  and  is  , 
liresided  over  by  his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Lora  ! 
C'ulvor.  whom  he  iiiarried  in  1878,  and  who  is  the 
(l:iught(!r  of  W.  1>.  Culver,  a  resident  of  Denton  ■ 
[larbor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwell  are  the  parents  of  j 
one  cliild,  Ktliel.  a  bright,  intelligent  little  girl.  ! 
In  the  spring  of  1803,  Mr.  Caldwell  was  elected  ] 
Supervisor  of  Iliigar  Township.  He  is  a  Democrat  i 
ill  imliLius,  ;ind  weiiilly  is  a  Sla^.n.  j 
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liintd  Kst>ecially  is  tins  true  of  those  whti,  born 
of  humble  jmrentage,  have  in  youth  few  opportu- 
nities for  acquiring  an  education  and  of  gain- 
ing tliat  training  which  so  largely  promotes  suc- 
cess. Altliough  upon  starting  out  in  the  business 
world  the  subject  of  this  sketch  had  no  capital 
other  than  his  own  abilities,  he  has  achieved  ma- 
terial success  and  at  the  same  time  has  gained  a 
high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-men.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  inllnential  citizens  of  St.  .loseph, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons, 
carriages  and  buggies,  and  also  conducts  a  general 
business  as  a  blacksmith. 

A  native  of  Ireland,  our  subject  was  born  in 
County  Down  August  12,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of 
Robert  and  Jane  (Smith)  McMullen,  natives  of 
the  Emerald  isle.  He  passed  his  schooldays  in  his 
native  county,  aiding  his  father  on  the  home  farm, 
and  meantime  receiving  the  advantages  of  a  com- 
mon-school education.  Upon  leaving  the  farm, 
he  learned  the  ti-ade  of  a  blacksmith,  and  upon  the 
completion  of  his  apprenticeship,  having  heard 
often  of  the  many  advanUges  offei-ed  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  determined  to  emigrate  to  this  coun- 
try. Setting  sail  from  Ireland,  he  landed  at  Castle 
linr-lm,  New  York  City,  in    1870,  and  spent  one 


year  in  New  York,  after  which  he  went  to  New 
Lebanon,  the  same  State,  and  thence  came  to  St. 
Joseph. 

In  tills  city  Mr.  McMullen  opened  a  blacksmith 
shop  and  commenced  in  business  on  a  very  modest 
scale.  As  his  capital  increased,  he  enlarged  his 
business,  and  after  a  time  added  the  manufacture 
of  wagons,  carriages  and  buggies.  He  now  has  a 
large  shop,  well  equipped  with  all  the  conveniences 
for  conducting  an  extensive  business  and  contain- 
ing the  l;(st«st  improved  machinery.  His  friends 
are  us  many  as  his  acquaintances  and  he  has  the 
confidence  of  his  business  associates  as  well  as  of 
bis  personal  friends,  llis  close  attention  to  busi- 
ness and  Ills  strict  honor  and  integrity  have 
gained  for  him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him. 

As  his  investments  were  crowned  with  success 
and  his  business  ventures  proved  fortunate,  Mr. 
McMullen  was  enabled  to  surround  his  family  with 
all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  his  elegant  residence, 
which  is  located  near  his  place  of  business,  is  an 
ideal  home,  the  exterior  and  interior  reflecting  the 
cultured  t'jstes  of  the  inmates.  He  married,  iu 
1879,  Miss  Carrie,  daughter  of  Joshua  Hunt,  of 
I'aw  Paw,  Mich.  In  his  social  ufKliations,  Mr. 
McMullen  has  identified  himself  with  Lodge  No. 
119,  I.  ().  O.  l\,  iu  which  he  is  an  influeatial  mem- 
ber. 


^?^p:OR(iK  H.  MliliUOCH,  Jii.  In  the  pro- 
III  J — ,  fessionai  circles  of  southwestern  Michigan, 
*^^jj  the  name  of  Mr.  Murdoch  is  a  familiar  one, 
and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  brilliant  lumi- 
naries of  the  Bar  of  Benton  Harbor.  He  is  a  young 
man,  and  undoubtedly  added  honors  will  come  to 
liim  as  the  yeai-s  go  by.  Having  always  resided  in 
Berrien  County,  he  is  well  known  among  the  jieo- 
ple  of  the  county,  and  his  abilities  are  such  that  his 
fellow-citizens  take  just  pride  in  his  attainments. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  are  George  H.  and 
Klizabeth  (Kimball)  Murdoch,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  wore  numbered  among  the  early  set- 
tles of  ISerrieu  County,     (ieorge  H.  was  born  here 
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on  tlie  8tli  of  September,  1862,  and  acquired  a  good 
education  in  the  common  schools.  In  liis  yoiilli 
he  learned  tlie  trade  of  a  printer,  but  never  fol- 
lowed that  occupation.  Prior  to  learning  the 
printer's  trade,  lie  entered  the  Ann  Arbor  High 
School  and  prosecuted  his  studies  there  for  one 
year,  returning  home  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  It 
had  always  been  his  ambition  to  beeome  a  profes- 
sional man,  and  law  possessed  especial  attractions 
for  him,  but,  although  he  read  Blackstone  for  a 
time,  he  did  not  then  complete  his  legal  studies. 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  Mr.  Murdoch  became  edi- 
tor of  the  Berrien  Oounty  Journal  and  remained  in 
that  position  for  three  years.  Lat«r  he  was  largely 
instrumental  in  the  organization  of  a  stock  com- 
pany, known  as  the  People's  Printing  Compaoy, 
which  he  conducted  for  a  time  and  then  sold  out. 
In  1886  tie  entered  the  iaw  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  wliere  he 
remained  for  one  year.  July  26,  1887,  lie  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  at  the  Bar  of  the  State,  and 
opened  an  office  at  Niles,  where  he  remained  for 
six  months.  While  at  Niles,  he  was  asked  to  ac- 
cept the  editorship  of  L'Anse  Central,  at  West 
Superior,  and  he  assumed  the  duties  of  that  posi- 
tion, remaining  in  that  city  for  three  years.  Re- 
turning to  Berrien  County,  he  opened  a  iaw  office 
at  Berrien  Springs  and  conducted  a  good  practice 
tliece  for  one  year. 

The  year  1891  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Mur- 
doch in  Benton  Harbor,and  although  his  residence 
in  this  city  has  been  for  a  comparatively  brief 
period,  he  is  already  well  known  as  a  successful 
and  skillful  attorn ey-at-law.  Personally,  he  is  a 
genial  and  affable  young  gentleman,  and  his  pleas 
ant  disposition  wins  for  him  a  host  of  warm  friends. 
In  his  political  belief  he  is  a  Democrat,  firm  in  his 
allegiance  to  party  principles.  He  served  as  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner  of  Berrien  County  for 
two  years  and  has  filled  other  positions  of  honor. 
In  the  fall  of  1892,  he  was  nominated  for  the  po- 
sition of  City  Attorney  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
but,  Berrien  County  being  strongly  Republican,  he 
wa:)  defeated.  His  popularity  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  ran  considerably  ahead  of  the  ticket, 
and  was  defeated  only  by  a  very  small  majority. 
XUe  marriage  of  Mr.  Murdoch   was  solemnised 
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in  June  of  1888  to  Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  Ethan 
A.  Brown,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Michigan  State 
Legislature.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Murdoch  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  daughter,  Adeline. 


ETEIt  HANSEN,  an  old  resident  and  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Benton  Harbor,  is  the 
owner  and  pi-oprietor  of  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  extensive  tailoring  estab- 
lishments in  this  section  of  the  State.  He  occupies 
a  store  two  stories  in  height  and  25x100  feet  in 
dimensions;  here  he  has  a  well-assorted  stock,  em- 
bracing fine  goods  of  domestic  and  foreign  man- 
ufacture. He  has  gained  a  first-elaas  reputation 
for  the  fit  and  workmanship  of  all  garments  pro- 
duced at  his  establishment,  and  fills  orders  for 
every  description  of  work  in  his  line  in  a  prompt 
and  satisfactory  manner.  His  practical  experience 
in  the  business  and  careful  supervision  of  its  de- 
tails have  procured  for  him  a  large  and  profitable 
trade. 

A  native  of  Luxeraborg,  Germany,  Mr.  Hansen 
was  born  on  the  17th  of  February,  1834,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Hartges)  Hansen,  his 
father  being  a  farmer  in  Germany.  Peter  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  the  Fatherland,  but  Iiis 
schooling  was  limited,  as  at  the  age  of  twelve  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  school  and  thenceforth  give 
his  attention  to  farming  pursuits.  Al  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
tailor,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years. 
In  1856  he  set  sail  for  America,  arriving  at  Boston 
on  the  5th  of  January,  the  same  year.  Thence  he 
went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  one  year.  Later  be  resided  in  Lankfort 
and  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  Warren  County,  Pa.,  James- 
town, N.  Y.,  Toronto  and  several  otlier  places  in 
Canada,  also  at  London,  Canada,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  Titusville,  Pa. 

The  year  1867  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Hansen  in  lienton  Harbor,  where  he  at  once  em- 
barked in  business  as  a  mei-chant  tailor.  He  car- 
ries a  tine  stock  of  cloth   and,  being  a   fii-st-class 
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woikman,  maintains  a  constant  and  pi^ofitable 
trade.  His  briuk  store  biiildiug  was  elected  by 
liimself  and  is  still  liis  property.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake and  energetic  citizen,  keen  in  judgment, 
Iionurable  in  (lis  dealings  witii  all,  and  possesses  a 
host  of  warm  personal  friends.  He  is  a  I>emoerat 
in  liis  political  belief  and  uniformly  gives liissup- 
port  to  the  principles  adopted  by  that  organization. 
His  marriage,  in  186(i.  united  him  witli  Miss  Cath- 
arine O'Neil,  of  Canada,  the  daughter  of  Kdward 
O'Ncil,  Tliey  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  John,  .losepli,  Lizzie,  Frank,  Mary  E., 
Josephine,  Kittie,  Rosie  and  Theresa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hansen  and  family  are  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic CImreh. 


-*-##^-f- 


^^I   !•   UOSS,  a  retired  bankcashier  and  prom- 
^O     ineni  business  man  of  Itucliauan,  was  born 
7/r*    in   Hamilton,  La  I'orte  County,  Ind.,  on 
■Q?J  tiie  7tii  of  August,    1841.     He  is  the  son 

of  the  Hon  John  I).  Koss,  who  was  born  near  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  June  2,  1802,  and  was  there  reared 
to  manhood,  going  Ihenee  to  Indiana,  and  com- 
ing from  there  to  .Michigan  in  1834.  His  trade  was 
that  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  for  a  time 
at  N lies.  To  him  belongs  the  distinction  of  hav- 
ing built  the  first  flonring-mill  ever  erected  in 
Niies,  and  he  was  one  of  the  prominent  pioneers 
of  that  place. 

From  Niles,  Mr,  Ross,  Sr.,  proceeded  to  Valpar- 
aiso, Ind.,  and  thence  canie  to  Kuchanan  in  1847. 
Here  he  opened  a  general  store,  and  also  oper- 
ated a  miil  and  distillery,  all  of  which  enterprises 
he  conducted  with  the  gi-eatest  success.  Later,  he 
embarked  in  the  banking  business,  and  conducted 
a  financial  institution  at  Buchanan  until  about 
1872,  when  he  retired  from  all  active  participa- 
tion in  business.  At  the  time  he  located  in  the 
village  of  Buchanan,  it  contained  five  dwelling- 
houses  and  two  store  buildings,  and  it  may  be 
truly  said  of  Mr.  Ross  that  he  did  more  for  the 
improvement  of  the  place  than  any  other  man 
there  residing.     His  great  capabiiilies  ivere  recog- 


nized and  appreciated  by  his  fellow-citizens,  who 
elected  him  to  represent  them  in  the  legislature 
of  the  State.  He  served  many  times  as  President 
of  the  village,  and  was  considered  one  of  Ihe 
leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  section. 

The  lirst  marriage  of  Mr.  Ross  united  bim  with 
Miss  Eliza  I.abertah,  who  became  his  wife  in  1824, 
and  died  in  1833,  having  become  the  mother  of 
six  children.  One  child  is  the  only  survivor  of 
that  number,  Thomas  L.,  who  resides  in  Topeka, 
Kan.  After  the  de^th  of  Mre.  Eliza  Ross,  Mr. 
Ross  was  united  with  Miss  Jane  Conner,  who  died 
in  1838,  leaving  three  children, only  one  now  sur- 
viving: Martha  E.,  the  wife  of  Thomas  M.  Fulton, 
of  Chicago.  The  third  marriage  of  Mr.  Ross  took 
place  in  1839,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Martha  A. 
DeArraond.  Three  children  were  born  of  tliis  nn- 
ion,  of  whom  ouv  subject  is  the  only  survivor. 

At  the  age  of  seven  years  our  subject  accompan- 
ied his  father  to  Michigan  and  carried  on  his  pri- 
mary studies  in  the  schools  of  Buchanan.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  be  entered  the  University  of  Notre 
Dame,  Jnd.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  dil- 
igently prosecuting  hisstudies.  Returning  home, 
he  embarked  in  business  with  his  father,  and  upon 
the  organization  of  the  firm  of  Ross  &  Fenton, 
bankers,  he  became  theirCashier.  The  institution 
was  originally  known  as  the  Bank  of  Buchanan, 
and  afterward  became  the  Rink  of  Ross  &  Son, 
our  subject's  connection  with  it  covering  a  period 
of  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Ross  was  also  engaged 
for  one  year  in  the  dry-goods  business  in  partner- 
ship with  John  Graham. 

October  26,  1864,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Ross  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Sherman,  a  resident  of  Paw 
Paw,  Mich,  Tlie  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  one  son.  John  D.,  now  residing  in  Chicago  and 
for  many  yeai's  Cashier  for  Lord  &  Thomas,  of 
that  city.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Ross  oc- 
curred on  the  10th  of  January,  1877,  and  united 
him  with  Miss  Clara  M.  Loomis,  who  was  born  in 
Chicago,  III.,  Apiil  25,  1853.  Her  father,  A.  D. 
Loomis,  a  native  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  settled 
in  Chicago  about  1836,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  there  for  many  years,  bu(  now  makes  his 
home  in  Gainesville,  Fla.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Uo§3  was  known  ii)  iq^itieniiQod  as  Miss  Mariellft 
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Carl',  and  was  born  in  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Ross  is 
the  youngosl  of  four  children,  and  received  her 
education  at  Kenosha,  Wis.,  and  Evanston,  III. 
She  is  a  devoted  wife  and  an  effectronate  mother 
to  her  only  child,  A.  Kenneth,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 15,  1883. 

Politically,  Mr,  Ross  is  a  Democrat,  and  w-hilc 
not  soliciting  official  position,  lias  been  elected  to 
various  posts  of  honor  and  trust.  He  served  with 
olHciency  as  Treasurer  of  Buchanan,  and  in  what- 
ever place  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  has 
displayed  great  ability  and  keen  discrimination. 
Socially,  lie  is  a  Mason,  and  has  attained  the 
Thirty -second  degree;  he  is  o  member  of  Blue 
i-od^e  No,  68,  at  Huchanan,  Nilcs  Chapter  and 
Coniinandcry,  Orand  Rapids  Consistory,  and  is  an 
honorary  member  of  IJattery  D,  Chicago. 


=^=«#^'«-i^»®#^3 


^^  AMUEL  HANDY  was  a  native  of  the  Em- 
^^^^  pire  State,  born  in  Allegany  County,  and 
lfl/\B)  in  that  county  he  remained  until  1864, 
^""^  when  he  decided  that  he  could  better  his 
condition  by  removing  to  Illinois.  He  made  the 
journey  in  that  year,  and  located  in  Du  Page 
County,  where  he  carried  on  farming,  and  in  con- 
nection dairying,  until  1876.  Becoming  convinced 
that  there  was  a  good  opening  for  a  fruit-grower 
in  Berrien  County,  he  moved  to  this  Slal«,  and  in 
))artnership  willi  a  son  was  actively  engaged  in 
that  industry  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  August  22,  1893.  By  his  superior  intel- 
ligence and  rare  business  abilitj-,  Mr.  Handy 
helped  to  advance  the  fruit-growing  interests  of 
the  county.  This  calling  suited  him  admirably, 
and  bis  efforts  were  crowned  with  success, 

Samuel  Handy,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  <;onnecticut,  and  served 
seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  an- 
cestors were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that 
State  and  were  prominent  men  ,ind  women.  Rus- 
sell Handy,  our  subject's  father,  was  also  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,     He  was  a  man  of  sterling 'character  and 
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>ne  whose  honesty  was  never 
subject  was  married  in  the  Stale 
Vliss  Henrietta  Buell,  and  this 
the  birth  of  six  cliildren,  all  of 
riz.:  .lolin  W,,  of  Guthrie  Coun- 
ngaged  in  the  fruit  industry; 
Charles  E.,  of  Chicago;  Kittie  B.;  Gale,  who  is 
the  most  extensive  shipper  of  berries  from  Benton 
Harbor;  and  Cora,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edgar  Claw- 
son,  of  Benton  Township.  Although  his  father 
and  grandfather  were  soldiers  and  men  who 
fought  bi-avely  for  the  cause  they  represented,  our 
subject  was  unable  to  follow  in  their  footsteps,  as 
be  had  a  good-sized  family  to  support  during  the 
Rebellion. 

Mr.  Handy  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
in  Hagar  Township  and  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  fruit-growers  of  this  part  of  the  State. 
Although  New  York  has  given  to  Michigan  many 
estimable  citizens,  slie  has  contributed  none  more 
worthy  of  esteem  or  more  universally  respected 
than  Mr,  Handy.  He  adhered  to  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in 
politics,  as  he  did  in   all  other  matters  of  impor- 


SAAC  .1.  HOAG,  deceased,  a  man  of  native 
ability  and  sterling  ciiaracter,  was  one  of  the 
successful  pioneer  teachers  of  Michigan,  and, 
arriving  in  Berrien  County  in  an  early  day,  ma- 
terially aided  in  the  educational  advancement  of 
this  jMirt  of  the  State.  Receiving  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  community,  he  held  various 
township  otliees,  and,  universally  beloved,  was 
mourned  when  lie  passed  away.  Our  subject,  a 
native  of  New  York, was  born  in  Dutchess  County 
in  182fi,and  remained  in  his  birthplace  until  he 
had  arrived  at  mature  age.  The  father,  who  was 
a  Quaker,  died  wlien  Isaac  was  only  a  3'oung  lad. 
The  widowed  mother,  a  sister  of  the  famous  Qua- 
ker divine,  John  Mott,  was  a  woman  of  remark- 
able character  and  stern  self-reliance.  The  death 
of    her    husband    left    to    Uer   care    six  children; 
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Philip,  John,  Charles,  Isaac.  Phoebe  and  Peter. 
The  family  made  their  home  in  Michigan  in  the 
pioneer  days,  and  the  five  deceased  remained 
within  the  boundaries  of  their  adopted  State  until 
their  death.  Petej-,  the  youngest  and  the  sole 
survivor  of  the  brothers  and  sisters,  resides  in  Ot- 
sego, Mich.,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that 
vicinity. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Hoag  was  unable  to  give  her 
SOD  Isaac  the  education  he  desired,  and  he  was, 
tlierefore,  obliged  to  work  his  way,  but  by  diligent 
industry  and  energetic  perseverance  accomplished 
his  purpose.  He  first  attended  the  common  school, 
and  then  entered  a  well-known  institution  at  Ma- 
cedon,  N.  Y.,  and  after  a  course  of  four  yt'ars  of 
study  graduated  with  honor.  In  a  brief  time  he 
came  to  Michigan  and,  at  once  receiving  employ- 
ment as  a  teacher,  continued  for  several  years  in 
his  chosen  profession,  and  was  from  the  fii-st  suc- 
cessful in  obtaining  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
his  pupils.  In  lb5b,  Isaac  J.  Hoag  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Meech  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Iloag,  a  native  of  Williarastown,  Mass.,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  eKcellcnt  schools  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  began  her  career  as  a  teacher  in  the  Empii-e 
State.  Journeying  to  Michigan  in  1858,  she  met 
and  married  Mr.  Hoag.  The  family  clustering 
about  their  fireside  consisted  of  one  son  and  two 
daughters.  Samuel  F.  is  a  resident  of  Iowa;  Alice 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Adolph  Reichle,  of  Benton  Har- 
bor; and  Lillian  resides  with  her  mother. 

Immediately  following  his  marriage,  our  subject 
engaged  in  the  nursery  business  and  sold  the  largest 
number  of  peach  treesever  handled  by  any  one  man 
in  Berrien  County.  Mr,  Hoag  predicted  the  disease 
brought  into  the  State  of  Michigan  by  those  ship- 
ping from  New  Jersey.  In  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  real-estate 
business,  and, year  after  year,  prospered,  accumulat- 
ing a  large  acreage  to  be  divided  among  his  heirs. 
Passing  away  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him  in 
1874,  he  left  to  their  capable  mother  three  chil- 
dren to  rear  and  educate,  Mr,  Hoag  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Pi'iends'  Church,  and  was  an  upright 
and  conscientious  man,  generous  to  a  fault,  and 
liberally  assisting  every  worthy  enterprise  pre- 
sented to  his  notice.     Politically,   he    was   a   Re- 
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puhlican  and  an  earaest  advocate  of  the  party. 
Well  posted  in  the  local  and  national  affairs  of 
moment,  he  gave  intelligent  consideration  to  mat- 
ters of  public  welfare  and  was  ever  a  tiue  and 
loyal  citizen.  He  served  for  several  yeare  with 
efficiency  as  Supervisor  of  Benton  Township,  and 
gave  universal  satisfaction  by  his  prompt  and 
faithful  discharge  of  duty. 

The  property  left  as  a  bequest  to  the  widow 
and  children  consisted  mainly  of  a  large  farm. 
In  the  management  of  the  estate,  Mrs.  Hoag  dis- 
played exce^itional  ability  and  judgment,  and  was 
through  her  conduct  of  affairs  well  able  to  provide 
for  her  chihlren  and  give  them  comforts  and  a  thor- 
ough education.  Her  parents  were  of  the  Presby- 
terian faith,  and  in  her  walk  through  life  the  es- 
timable wife  and  widow  of  our  subject  has  done 
honor  to  her  early  tmining,  and  won  the  well-de- 
served esteem  of  a  wide  acquaintance. 


I^M  YRON  niNKLEY.  Among  the  most  notod 
S  ill  and  representative  business  men  of  the 
I  Ifc  flourishing  city  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich., 
*  stands  the  name  of  Myron  Hinkley,  whose 

higii  reputation  and  material  prosperity  came  as 
the  rewards  of  unusual  abilities,  industriously 
applied.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Colby-Hink- 
ley  Company,  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  fruit 
and  berry  baskets,  etc.,  and  stands  second  to  no 
other  business  man  in  the  place. 

Mr.  Hinkley  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y..  December  25,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Heury 
and  Cecelia  (Wellman)  Hinkley.  The  elder  Mr. 
Hinkley  was  a  product  of  the  Old  Bay  State,  born 
in  Lee,  Berkshire  County,  in  1808,  and  as  a  liveli- 
hood followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  His 
father,  Zenius  Hinkley,  was  of  English  descent. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject.  Homer 
Wellman,  was  also  of  English  descent,  and  located 
in  the  Lake  State  when  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  but  seven  yeai-s  of  age.  Henry  Hinkley  was 
an    industrious,    enterprising    man,  and    was  uni- 
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versally  respected.  His  death  occurred  in  1888, 
and  Ilia  wife  followed  hiiu  to  the  grave  in  October, 
1892. 

The  youtliful  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
Gates  and  Ogden,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  he 
secured  a  good  practical  education  in  the  district 
schools.  There  he  remained  until  twenty-one 
years  of  nge,  when  the  favorable  reports  from 
Michigan  decided  him  in  making  a  settlement 
within  its  borders.  Tn  1856,  he  came  to  Decatur, 
and  was  employed  by  Jones  &  Chapin,  of  Niles, 
who  were  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  staves, 
barrels,  etc.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  engaged  m 
business  with  these  gentlemen,  and  during  that 
time  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  of  the  business.  After  this,  in  connection 
with  his  bratlier,  Marvin  Hinkley,  he  bought  out 
Mr.  Chapin,  and  continued  the  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Hinkley  Hros.  This  is  now  known 
as  the  Hinkley  Stave  Company,  of   Decatur,  Jlich. 

Selling  out  his  half-interest  in  the  Van  Buren 
County  factory,  our  subject  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  staves  and  headings  at  Flartford,  Mich, 
and  continued  this  successfully  for  some  time.  In 
1877,  he  canic  to  St,  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hinkley,  Perkins  &  Co., 
but  later  became  associated  with  Highman  &  Co. 
This  firm  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  staves, 
lumber,  etc.,  and  he  continued  a  member  of  the 
firm  until  1886.  At  that  date  he  became  connected 
with  the  Colby-Hinkley  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Colby  our  subject 
succeeded  him  in  the  presidency.  This  position 
he  still  holds. 

Mr.  Hinkley  is  also  an  organizer  of  the  Alanson 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  is  one  of  the  princi- 
pal stockholders  in  the  same.     They  manufacture 
staves,  barrels,  etc.,  and  are  doing  a  paying  busi- 
ness.    Mr.  Hinkley  was  married  in   October,  1860, 
to  Miss  Mary  H.  Retallick,  of  South  Haven,  Mich., 
and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Phillipia  (Hicks) 
Retallick.     Eight  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
five  of  whom  are  living;  Milton,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Colby-Hinkley  Company;  Emma,  Belle,   : 
Herman  F.  and  IjCwis.     A  Republican  in  his  polit-    j 
ieal  views,  Mr.  Hinkley  held  the  office  of  Supervisor    ! 
of    Hartford  Township,   Van   Bnren  County,  two    I 


years,  and  was  Alderman  of  the  city  of  Bentftn 
Harbor  two  terms.  Besides  his  valuable  property 
in  Benton  Harbor  Mr.  Hinkley  owns  large  tracts 
of  valuable  woodland  in  Michigan. 


>ii|— -,//  A.  BLACKMER,  a  retired  business  man 
1—^  residing  in  Benton  Harbor,  was  born  in 
^  the  village  of  Richfield,  Genesee  County, 

Mich.,  on  the  8th  of  October,  1849.  His  ancestors 
were  early  settlers  of  the  Empire  State,  wliere  his 
grandfather,  John  Bla«kmer,  was  born  and  reai-ed, 
and  from  where  he  marched  forth  to  the  service  of 
the  Colon  ies  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Horace  Blackmer,  was  born 
in  Ohio,  but  removed  from  that  State  in  early  life 
and  settled  in  Genesee  County,  Mich.  His  wife 
was  Calista  Hurd,  whose  ancestors  were  originally 
from  Germany. 

Until  thirteen  years  of  age  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  remained  under  the  parental  roof,  devot- 
ing his  attention  alternately  to  attendance  at  the 
schools  and  to  tlie  aid  of  his  father,  who  was  a 
millwright.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  shipped 
on  a  lake  vessel  as  cabin  boy,  and  for  tiiree  years 
remained  thus  engaged  during  the  summer  seasons, 
while  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  winter. 
Later,  going  to  Saginaw,  Miiih,,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  millwright,  remaining  in  that  city  until  1864. 
Though  only  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  at  that  time, 
he  enlisted  in  the  spring  of  1864  in  the  United 
States  army,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  A, 
Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry,  which  was  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  Detroit. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Blackmer  in  Philadelphia,  a 
student  in  a  dental  college,  where  he  remained  for 
eighteen  months.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  East 
Lee,  Mass.,  where  ho  was  employed  in  a  paper-mill 
for  five  years.  In  1876  he  leased  a  paper-mill 
at  Rochester,  Mich.,  where  for  the  ensuing  five 
years  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper. 
Meftntinie  he  bwilt  the  WQlv<;iiiie  J^ilt,  tQ<;£((^d  at 
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Detroit,  and  thia  he  conducted  witli 
1884.  Disposing  of  his  interests  there,  he  went  to 
Chicago  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  paper  busi- 
ness in  that  city  for  a  number  of  yeai-s,  meeting 
with  good  success  in  the  undertaliing.  In  J  887 
lie  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  where  he  established  a 
paper-mill  known  as  the  Blaekmer  I'apei'-mill. 
After  conducting  it  for  six  months  he  disposed  of 
the  business  and  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  of  which 
he  is  now  a  resident. 

In  this  village  Mr.  Ulackmer  became  interested 
in  the  Benton  Harbor  Water  Power  Company,  of 
which  he  became  Hydraulic  Engineer,  having  de- 
voted considerable  attention  to  Unit  study  while 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1888,  he  removed  to  Water vliet,  and,  purchas- 
ing the  water  power  ot  Messrs.  Swain  &  Olney, 
developed  and  built  a  mill,  which  he  subsequently 
sold  to  Messre.  Simmons  &  Dudley.  In  October, 
1892,  he  returned  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  oc- 
cupies a  pleasant  residence  on  Colfax  Avenue. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  unwavering  in  his 
adherence  to  that  political  organization.  InMay, 
1886,  he  married  Miss  Minnie  L.,  daughter  of 
Chester  Goddard,he  beinganative  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, while  she  was  boin  in  Boston,  Mass.  In 
their  religious  connections  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blaekmer 
are  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church 
and  hold  membership  with  that  denomination  in 
Benton  Harbor. 


i>^M^i 


^^HOMAS  GRANGER.  The  people  of  Hagar 
aj^St  Township  are  familial  with  the  name  of 
^S^p^  Thomas  Granger,  for  he  h.is  resided  among 
them  for  some  time,  and  has  earnestly  identified 
himself  with  every  worthy  enterprise,  his  active 
mind  fitting  liim  in  an  admirable  manner  for  the 
occupation  of  fruit-grower,  which  he  has  followed 
since  locating  here.  He  has  assisted  very  mate- 
rially in  building  up  the  fruit-growing  interests  of 
this  section  of  the  State,  and"  in  all  matters  of 
character,  intelligence  nnd  liherality  no  man  has  a 
higher  reputation. 


Mr.  Granger  is  a  fair  example  of  many  young 
Englishmen  who  are  generously  endowed  by  na- 
ture and  ambition  to  grow  to  their  fullest  possible 
height  in  the  land  of  great  possibilities  and 
chances.  He  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  Eng- 
land, and,  reared  as  a  lad  in  his  native  country,  he 
grew  in  strength  and  stature  until  he  was  old 
enough  to  attend  school,  commencing  his  studies 
at  the  age  of  six  years.  He  early  became  faniiiiar 
with  farm  life,  and  for  thirteen  years  worked  for 
a  farmer  and  fruit-grower  in  his  native  land. 
After  reaching  mature  years,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Whiting,  and  in  1872  this  young 
couple  crossed  the  ocean  to  this  country,  locating 
first  in  Chicago.  One  year  later  they  came  to 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  Mr.  Granger  at  once 
began  working  on  farms  for  other  people.  With 
the  means  thus  obtained  he  purchased  a  part  of 
the  farm  he  now  owns. 

Our  subject  is  now  the  owner  of  sixty  acres,  all 
of  which  he  has  improved  and  which  is  in  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation.  Although  lie  and  his  wife 
came  to  this  country  with  very  little  means,  they 
have  worked  hard  and  are  now  rewarded  by  own- 
ing one  of  the  pleasantest  rural  homes  in  their 
section.  Everything  around  them  indicates  that 
Ihey  are  progressive  and  industrious,  and  as  citi- 
zens and  neighbors  they  are  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  know  tliem.  Two  children  were  tlie 
fruits  of  their  union.  Francis  W.,  a  wide-awake, 
thorough-going  young  man,  is  the  owner  of  fifty 
acres  of  valuable  land  on  the  lake  shore,  and  is 
actively  engaged  in  fruit-growing.  The  other 
cliild,  Arthur  E.,  is  at  home,  and  assists  his  father 
in  the  work  on  the  place. 

Mr.  Granger  had  one  brother,  Fred,  and  a  sister, 
Martha,  who  came  to  America,  but  both  are  now 
deceased.  The  latter  left  two  children,  Alfred 
Hopkins  and  George  M.  Shann,  the  former  by  her 
first  and  the  latter  by  her  last  husband.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  Edward  and  Phoebe  (Nunn) 
Granger,  were  natives  of  England,  and  there  the 
father  followed  farming  and  fruit-growing  many 
years.  Both  passed  their  last  days  in  that  country, 
where  they  were  much  respected  by  all  acquainted 
with  them. 
■In  all  that  he  undertakes,  Mr.  Granger  shows 
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the  same  qualities  of  perseverance  and  determin- 
ation, and  is  correspondingly  successful.  Years 
of  economy  and  industry  liavc  placed  him  upon 
a  solid  footing  and  he  can  now  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  labor.  He  and  liis  estimable  wife  are  mt-in- 
bers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 


-5-M^i@»a^i*^ 


benefit  of  the  citizens  of  Benton  Harbor  and  vi- 
cinity. His  life  furnishes  an  instance  of  the  fact 
that  industry,  enterprise  and  energy,  combined 
with  the  exercise  of  sound  common-sense  and  good 
business  judgment,  bring  to  their  possessor,  almost 
invariably,  a  large  measure  of  success.  When  he 
emigrated  to  this  country,  he  had  no  capital  with 
which  to  embark  in  business,  but  he  had  au  abun- 
dance of  push  and  energy,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  established  himself  upon  a  solid  hnan- 
cial  footing,  and  gained  a  foremost  position  among 
the  successful  business  men  of  the  community. 

Of  French  descent,  Mr.  English  was  born  in 
Canada  during  the  year  1862,  being  the  son  of 
Frank  and  Zoe  (Cheercut)  English,  who  were  born 
in  France  and  thence  moved  to  Canada  in  1852. 
The  father  died  in  1892,  in  Quebec,  Canada.  The 
■mother  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  in 
Chicago.  Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  years 
in  his  native  land,  receiving  common-school  edu- 
cational advantages,  and  developing  into  a  sturdy, 
ambitious  man.  After  coming  to  the  United  States, 
he  settled  in  Aurora,  111.,  wlierc  for  a  time  he  was  en- 
gaged at  his  trade  as  a  machinist,  when  he  built  the 
gas  works  in  opposition  to  the  old  gas  company  in 
Aurora,  III.  In  1889,  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor, 
and  very  soon  became  closely  identified  with  the 
most  important  enterprises  of  this  place.  The 
present  fine  system  of  water  works  here  is  due  to 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  filled  the  contract 
awarded  him  for  its  construction. 


Mr.  English  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Benton  Harbor  Association,  and  is  now  its  Vice- 
President.  In  1890,  he  organized  the  Benton  Hai- 
bor  Gas  Light  Company,  and  was  also  the  organ- 
izer of  the  lienton  Harbor  Water  Supply  Com|wny, 
and  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Benton  Harbor  Improvement  Com- 
pany, with  all  of  wliich  enterprises  he  is  prom- 
inently connected,  having  been  the  chief  owner  of 
the  two  latter.  As  a  citizen  lie  is  public-spirited, 
and  many  of  the  improvemente  of  which  Ben- 
ton Harbor  now  boasts  may  be  traced  to  his  in- 
defatigable labors  and  good  management.  In 
his  political  attiliatioiis  be  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
principles  of  the  Itepublican  party,  and  casts  his 
ballot  for  the  candidates  pledged  to  sustain  the 
interests  of  the  party  of  his  choice.  Mr,  Knglish 
was  united  in  marriage  in  1871  to  Miss  Sarah 
Philips,  by  wliom  he  had  seven  children,  six 
still  living;  Frank,  Priscilla,  Ralph,  Walter,  Ida 
and  Gordon  P.  Freddie  is  deceased.  His  second 
marriage  occurred  in  1887,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Lewis,  of  Woodstock,  Ontario.  There  are  no  chil- 
dren by  that  union. 


^SA    W.    SHERWOOD, 

^^1     and  successful  i 


leading    citizen 
Iturist,  now  residing 
jjl  tl    in  SodusTownshipjBerrien  County, Mich., 
^C  IS  a  native  of  the    State  and  was  born  in 

the  pioneer  days  of  1834,  upon  November  30,  in 
Buchanan  Towusliip,  Berrien  County,  and  has 
spent  his  entire  life  within  a  comparatively  short 
distance  of  his  birthplace.  His  father,  Seth  S. 
Sherwood,  well  remembered  as  one  of  the  very 
early  pioneers  of  Michigan  and  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  enterprise,  was  born  in  New  York 
in  1799.  When  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his 
parent3,'lhe  paternal  grandfather  and  grandmother 
of  our  subject,  removed  from  the  Empire  State  to 
Ohio,  and  there  made  their  permanent  liome.  The 
grandfatlici'  w.is  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and 
when  his  sons  were  old   enyugh   tq  usajst   in   the 
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daily  round  of  afji'ioiiltural  toil  Hiey  began  to  do 
their  share  of  labor.  Trained  u|>  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry, Father  Sherwood  assisted  upon  tlie  farm, 
and  in  boyliood  .ittended  tiie  common  schools  of 
New  Yorit  State  and  Ohio.  A  practical  man,  he 
devoted  liimself  to  tlie  tilling  of  tlie  soil  his  en- 
tire life. 

The  motlier  of  our  subject  was  in  Iter  maiden- 
hood Miss  Jemima  Ferguson.  She  was  tlie  daugh- 
ter of  William  Ferguson,  wlio  resided  in  youth  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  later  located  in  Ohio,  finally 
removing  to  Indiana  with  his  family,  where  some 
time  after  he  passed  away  at  a  good  old  age. 
Seth  and  Jemima  (Ferguson)  Sherwood  were  mar- 
ried in  Ohio.  Tlie  father  liad  attained  to  raid- 
die  age  when  he  came  West  in  1833  and  witli  his 
wife  and  three  little  ones  settled  in  the  wilds  of 
Michigan.  He  spent  one  year  on  a  farm  in  Cass 
County,  and  al  the  ex:piration  of  the  twelvemonth 
made  his  liome  in  Buchanan  Township,  remaining 
continuously  in  this  part  of  Berrien  County  until 
his  death  in  1856.  For  a  full  score  of  years  he 
survived  to  witness  the  marvelous  growth  and 
swift  advancement  of  local  interests  and  business 
enterprise  that  magically  succeeded  to  tlie  rude 
scenes  among  which  he  lived  and  struggled  sixty 
years  ago.  Our  subject  was  the  third  child  who 
blessed  the  primitive  home,  and  in  the  little  log 
schoolhouse  of  the  district  he  gained  the  prac- 
tical education  ho  afterward  increased  by  observa- 
tion and  reading. 

In  1857  Mr.  Sherwood  married  Miss  Amelia 
Price,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Mary  Price, 
well-known  and  highly  i-espeeted  residents  of 
Buchanan  Township.  With  his  good  wife,  our 
subject  removed  in  1861*  to  Sodus  Township,  since 
then  his  constant  residence.  In  this  locality  Mr. 
Slierwood  invested  profitably  in  land  and  has 
conducted  farming.  Six  children  brightened  the 
fireside,  and  one  son  and  three  daugliters  yet  sur- 
vive. Laura  married  Klmer  Wells  and  now  lives 
in  Kansas;  Minnie  has  been  engaged  in  business 
in  Chicago  as  a  type-writer  for  two  years;  Carrie, 
the  wife  of  Charles  (!ray,  and  Jay  are  living  at 
home  with  their  father.  In  1882  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Slierwood  made  life  lonely  for  her  husband, 
and  since  then  the  daughter  and  father  have  been 


together.  Hi  Sheiwood  is  fiateiniM>  a  member 
of  Sodus  Giange  m  «hich  lie  tal>ei  an  ictive  in- 
terest. 

Politicalh  our  ^ubieU  i--  a  Republican,  and 
has  been  piomment  in  the  local  councils  of  his 
party.  He  has  with  ability  and  tidelitj  t<)  the 
trusts  reposed  m  hun  discliaiged  the  duties  of 
Highway  Commissioner  and  JuattLC  of  the  Peace, 
in  both  positions  giving  great  satisfaction  to  the 
large  circle  of  old-time  fiiends  and  associates  of 
early  days  hy  whom  he  is  highlj  esteemed  for 
his  sterling  integiit\  of  ihaiactei  and  excellent 
business  qualifications  I-iom  his  earliest  youth 
Mr.  Sherwood  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
promotion  of  tlie  interests  of  Sodua  Townsliip, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  liberal-spirited  and 
substantial  citizens  of  Berrien  Countv. 


-^-*4^-i 


J!  ACOB  BOON,  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Berrien  Springs,  was  born  in  Roanohe 
County,  Va.,  near  the  village  of  Salem,  on 
_  '  the  1 2th  of  November,  1830.  He  is  the 
son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Salem)  Boon,  natives  of 
Virginia,  the  former  being  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
Accompanied  by  his  family,  he  came  to  Michigan 
in  1848  and  located  in  Berrien  Townsliip,  Berrien 
County,  where  he  purehnsed  isome  land  and  de- 
voted himself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Ills  wife 
died  sometime  during  the  Civil  War,  and  he  sur- 
vived her  only  a  few  years. 

There  were  ten  children  in  the  family,  and  nine 
of  that  number  are  still  living,  all  in  Berrien 
Springs  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Mary  Foster, 
who  i-esides  in  Missouri.  The  subject  of  this  no- 
tice was  the  ftflh  son  in  order  of  birth.  He  [Kissed 
his  youth  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  accompanied  his  parents  to  Berrien 
County,  where  ho  aided  his  father  in  the  labor  of 
elearing  and  improving  a  farm.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  six  months  to  the  blacksmitli 
trade  under  Jacob  Ewalt,  of  Berrien  Springs,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  that  lime  he  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  Ewalt  and  conducted  it  upon  his 
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own  account.     He  has  a   laige  trade,  both  in  bis 

blacksmith's  shop  and  wagon  raanufactoty,  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  moat  enterprising  men  in 
the  village. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1863,  at  Berrien 
Springs,  Mr.  Boon  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Walson  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  bride  was  Ihe  daughter 
of  James  Watson,  whose  parents  were  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  village  of  Berrien  Springs.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boon  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: Jaraes  D,,  Hattie  and  Frank  M.,  the  latter 
having  died  in  infancy.  The  family  was  bereaved 
on  the  19th  of  November,  1886,  by  the  death  of 
the  devoted  wife  and  mother,  who  passed  away 
when  in  life's  prime. 

In  politics  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Boon  has  tilled  vari- 
ous positions  to  which  he  lias  been  elected  on  that 
ticket.  He  served  for  four  terms  as  Trustee  of 
Berrien  Springs  and  has  occupied  other  positions 
of  trust.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Western 
Star  Lodge  No.  39,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  His  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters  has  been  a  noticeable  feature  in 
his  character,  and  his  service  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  was  efficient  and  highly  satisfactory. 


■S^NOS  HOLMES,  Sh.  Within  the  bounds  of 
llWl  Berrien  County,  or  indeed  the  entire  State, 
/i' — ^  no  better  representative  of  honest,  upright 
manhood  could  be  found  than  the  above-named 
gentleman,  who  was  for  many  years  identified  with 
the  work  of  the  county,  especially  Bertrand  Town- 
ship, in  which  his  home  was  located.  Hewasquite 
prominent  in  local  politics,  and  in  early  times  was 
Supervisor  of  the  township  for  several  years. 

We  trace  the  Holmes  family  back  to  Nathaniel 
Holmes,  of  Coleraine,  Ireland,  in  1660.  He  was 
followed  by  six  generations,  his  lineal  descendants, 
each  named  Nathaniel,  as  shown  by  the  records 
of  the  city  of  Coleraine,  and  records  of  the 
family  since  emigrating  to  this  country,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  seven  generations  named  Nathaniel. 
There  is  a  tradition  in  the  family  that  they  came 


over  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the 
Presbyterian  emigration,  of  which  MacCauIej' 
speaks  in  his  history  of  England. 

Enos  Holmes  was  the  seventh  of  ten  children  of 
Nathaniel  and  Catherine  (Allison)  Holmes,  and 
was  born  in  Peterborough,  N.  H.,  December  14, 
1799.  His  father  was  born  in  Londonderry,  N.  H., 
September  5,  1759,  and  died  in  Peterborough  Sep- 
tember 10,  1832.  His  grandfather,  Nathaniel 
Holmes,  was  born  in  Coleraine,  Ireland, and  died  in 
1764,  at  Londonderry,  N.  H.  The  great-grand-  ■ 
father,  Nathaniel  Holmes,  and  great-grandmother, 
Jane  Hunter,  lived  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and 
died  there.  They  left  a  family  of  five  sons,  of 
whom  Enos  Holmes'  grandfather  was  the  fourth. 
Enos  Holmes'  father,  Nathaniel  Holmes,  came  to 
Peterborough,  N.  IL,  to  live  in  1784,  soon  after  his 
marriage,  and  they  lived  on  the  same  farm  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  He  was  a  Deacon  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  when  quite  young  rendered 
much  service  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

Nathaniel  Holmes,  the  father  of  our  subject,  went 
to  Cambridge  as  a  waiter  to  Lieut.-Geu.  Fer- 
guson, and  after  that  as  a  waiter  to  his  (Holines) 
father-in-law,  Maj.  Duncan,  of  Londonderry.  He 
was  urged  in  September,  1776,  to  enlist  in  the  com- 
pany of  a  certain  Capt.  Finley,  by  his  brother-in- 
law,  William  Moore,  who  offered  to  make  his  wages 
equal  to  $10  per  month.  He  declined  on  the  plea 
that  his  clothes  were  all  worn  out.  His  sister,  Mrs. 
Moore,  hearing  the  conversation,  said,  "Billy,  you 
furnish  the  shoes  and  1  wilt  furnish  the  clothes." 
It  was  a  great  mystery  how  she  could  do  it,  as  there 
were  only  two  pounds  of  wool  in  the  house.  The 
next  morning  their  flock  of  sheep  was  brought  to 
the  barn,  and  four  early  lambs  were  robbed  of  their 
fleece,  and  the  wool  was  colored,  spun,  woven  and 
made  into  clothing  in  twenty  days,  and  when  Capt. 
Finley  came  through  the  town  on  his  way  to  Sar- 
atoga the  young  soldier  was  ready  to  join  the 
company.  He  was  afterward  at  the  battle  of  White 
Plains.  He  returned  safe,  whether  to  Peterborough 
or  LondondeiTy  is  unknown,  and  Mr.  Moore  ful- 
flUed  his  engagement  of  making  his  pay  as  good 
as  $10. per  month. 

Enos  Holmes  was  born  in  Peterborough,  N.  H.. 
and  lived  on  the  farm  until  after  he  was  twenty-one 
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years  old.  He  taught  school  two  wintets,  and  af-. 
ter  m&rrying  Louisa  Adams,  at  the  age  of  twtnty- 
flve,  moved  to  Springlield,  Vt,,  and  in  company 
with  his  brother,  John  Holmes,  and  brother-in-law, 
Daniel  Adams,  started  a  cotton  factory,  which  they 
carried  on  for  about  eiglit  yeai-s.  He  lost  his  prop- 
erty in  1837  through  the  United  Stales  Bankrupt 
Law,  and  went  to  western  New  York  and  settled 
on  a  farm,  after  going  to  the  "Far  West"  and  buy- 
ing about  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Illinois 
and  some  land  in  Michigan  He  moved  to  Michi- 
gan in  1846,  and  settled  on  a  |  art  of  ections  4, 8, 
and  18,  in  Bertrand  Town*!  ip  eai  ti  e  village  of 
Buchanan,  where  he  resided  unt  1  1  s  leatli.  May 
23, 1869.  Louisa  Adams,  h  9  w  f e  was  tl  e  seventh 
of  eight  children  of  Dan  el  aid  Plcle  (Britton) 
Adams,  and  was  born  in  Jaffrey,  Vt,  December  14, 
1806.  She  married  Enos  Holmes  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  died  January  25,  1876. 

Her  father,  Daniel  Adams,  was  born  March  14, 
1768.  At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  his 
father,  Joseph'  Adams,  lived  in  Cambridge,  and 
seeing  the  British  soldiers  coming  on  their  way  to 
Concord,  escaped  through  the  back  door  to  the 
woods,  the  British  firing  at  him  and  shooting 
through  his  hat.  They  made  his  wife,  grandmother 
of  Louisa  (Adams)  Holmes,  get  up  from  a  sick-bed, 
with  achild,  Anna  Adams,  three  weeks  old, and  flee 
to  the  corn  crib,  firing  at  her  as  she  went  Two 
of  his  daughters  hid  upstairs,  while  Daniel  Adams, 
then  eight  years  old,  hid  under  the  bed.  When  the 
soldiera  took  down  the  clock,  he  stuck  his  head  out 
from  under  the  bed  and  told  them  not  to  touch 
that  clock  or  his  father  would  whip  them.  The 
British  petted  him  and  made  much  of  him  for  his 
bravery  and  did  not  further  molest  him.  Tliey  piled 
the  furniture  up  in  the  middle  of  the  room  and  set 
it  afire,  then  left  on  their  way  to  Concord.  The 
family  put  out  the  fire  and  saved  the  house  after 
the  soldiers  were  gone.  Tlie  British  did  not  stop 
on  their  way  back,  being  in  too  great  a  hurry  to 
escape  the  attentions  of  the  Continental  soldiers. 
Daniel  Adams  was  born  in  Cambridge  and  lived 
on  a  farm  in  Jaffrey  after  he  was  married,  being 
.  selectman  of  the  town  for  several  years.  His  father, 
Joseph  Adams,  was  born  July  8,  1715,  and  died 
May  3,  1794.     He  was  a  grandson    of  Dr.  Henry 


Adams,  of  Braintree.  Mass.,  and  a  cousin  of  Presi- 
dent John  Adams.  He  was  married  to  Martha  Frost 
January  10,  1740,  and  to  Hannah  Hall,  his  sec- 
ond wife,  .September  11,  1750.  He  was  the  father 
of  fifteen  children,  of  whom  Daniel  Adams  was  the 
thirteenth.  Their  united  ages  at  one  time  amounted 
to  thirteen  hundred  years.  His  father,  Joseph 
Adams,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  I-ouisa 
(Adams)  Holmes,  was  born  September  21,  1688. 
His  parents,  George  and  Martha  Adams,  were  mar- 
ried on  the  28th  of  February,  1685.  Henry  Adams, 
the  ancestor  of  the  Adams  family, emigrated  fi-ora 
Devonshire,  England,  in  1630  and  settled  in  Brain- 
tree,  Mass. 

Enos  Holmes  and  Louisa  Holmes  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Catherine  A.  Holmes  was  horn  October  26,  1826, 
and  married  John  C,  Marble  March  8,  1858.  She 
lived  m  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind,,  for  some  years  and 
diedOctober2,  1872,  without  issue.  Daniel  A, .born 
May  28,  1829,  went  to  California  across  the  plains 
in  1849  with  os-teams,  but  returned  to  Michigan 
in  1852  and  married  Sarah  J.  Baker,  who  bore  him 
fourteen  children,  six  of  whom  still  survive.  He 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Weesaw  Township  in  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  in  1855,  where  he  now  resides. 
Louisa  A.,  born  May  4,  1831,  married  Oi-ton  Mar- 
ble December  25,  1851,  by  whom  she  had  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  arc  grown  to  manliood  and  wo- 
manhood, and  all  ai-c  living.  Enos,  bom  August 
11,1841,  in  Clarendon,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
married  Martha  Burruss  February  13,  1873,  by 
whom  he  has  one  child,  and  is  now  living  on  the 
homestead  occupied  by  his  father  and  himself  suc- 
cessively since  1846.  John  G., born  October4,  1852, 
in  Michigan,  married  Juliette  Scidmore  December 
27,  1876,  and  has  by  her  two  daughters.  He  is  the 
editor  of  the  Buchanan  Record,  of  which  paper  he 
has  been  the  proprietor  since  .lanuary  25,  1875. 


F.  CASE.     This  name  will  be  immediately 

recognized  as  that  of  a  resident  of  Water- 

y  vliel,  Berrien  County,  who  has    made  his 

here  for  a  couple  of  years,  and  is    now  well 
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known  as  tlie  editor  of  a  wide-awake  and  spicy 
newspaper,  the  Walervliet  Record.  He  was  born 
in  Canton,  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  October  4, 
1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Nelson  and  Nelsea  (Brock- 
way)  Case. 

Mr.  Case's  grandfather,  Edward,  was  of  English 
origin,  and  his  ancestors  settled  in  Connecticut  in 
1659.  He  was  a  farmer  all  his  life  and  married 
Miss  Rhoda  Case,  who  bore  him  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  He  was  a  Democrat,  politically,  and 
always  cast  his  ballot,  and  influence  as  well,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  favored  platform.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  and 
in  his  youth  learned  tlie  carpenter's  trade.  In 
1850  he  moved  to  Portage  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  he  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic principles  and  platform.  He  was  the  father 
of  four  boys  and  four  girls,  who  are  the  only  de- 
scendants of  Edward  Case,  except  one  daughter 
still  living  in  Canton,  Conn. 

Mr.  Case  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  afforded 
the  advantages  oC  a  good  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  afterward  tauglit  three  terms.  In  1869, 
he  went  to  Wisconsin  and  there  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Pierce  County  for  two  years,  at 
the  end  6t  which  time,  or  in  1871,  he  was  elected 
County  Superintendent  of  Scliools  for  one  term  of 
two  years.  After  his  time  expired  in  that  pro- 
fession, he  farmed  for  a  brief  period,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1875  bought  a  half-interest  m  the  Pierce 
Oounly  Herald.,  with  which  he  was  connected  until 

1890.  In  that  year  he  sold  a  portion  of  his  share 
in  the  Herald,  went  to  Murphy,  N.  C,  and  appro- 
priated the  money  toward  the  founding  of  the 
Cherokee  Scout,  which  he  superintended  for  six 
months.  At  this  juncture  he  went  to  Superior, 
Wis.,  and  worked  in  the  interest  of  the  Leader, 
which  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  best  papers  pub- 
lished in    the    town.     In    September  of    the  year 

1891,  Mr,  Case  located  at  Watervliet  and  com- 
menced work  for  the  Record  and  now  owns  the 
entire  business. 

Miss  Louisa  M.  Brownson  was  the  cliosen  lire- 
companion  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  united 
in  marriage  in  the  year  1872.  The  result  of  their 
union    was    the    birth  of    three  children,  namely: 


Leon  D.,  Bessie  W.  and  Francis  B.  Mr.  Case  pos- 
sesses the  happy  traits  of  character  that  enable  him 
to  keep  up  the  liveliness  of  the  Record  with  all 
ease,  and  talent  that  is  much  admired  throughout 
the  community.  There  is  certainly  no  position  in 
life  that  requires  more  energy,  good  education  and 
sound  judgment  than  does  editorial  work.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Case  have  a  comfortable  home  in  the 
village  of  Watervliet  and  entertain  a  host  of 
friends  in  their  cozy  parlors. 


(l^___^  D.  GRAVES,  an  energetic  and  prosperous 
ir^  wood  and  coat  mei-chant,  located  on  tlie 
/aV^  West  Side,  at  the  corner  of  Lincoln  Avenue 
^p)  and  Clay  Street,  Niles  City,  is  one  of  the' 
most  enterprising  business  men  of  Ben-ien  County, 
and  until  January,  1893,  also  clerked  in  a  gro- 
cery and  is  likewise  engaged  extensively  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Au- 
rora, Portage  County,  Ohio,  February  28,  1868, 
and  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Graves  and  Mrs. 
Ann  (Bois)  Graves.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Spencer  Graves,  was  a  native  of  Connect- 
icut, and,  a  man  of  fine  business  ability,  was  a 
well-known  and  successful  merchant  of  the  State 
of  his  birth.  He  was  of  English  descent,  the 
Graves  being  among  the  Colonial  emigrants  from 
the  Queen's  dominions  to  New  England.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  birthplace,  Hartford,  Conn.  Devoting 
himself  to  the  profession  of  the  ministry,  he  be- 
'came  later  in  life  the  able  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Jacksonville.  III. 

The  mother,  Mrs.  Ann  (Bois)  Graves,  was  born, 
educated  and  married  in  Portage  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  E.  Rilcy  Bois,  a  promi- 
nent farmer  and  old-time  resident  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  The  father  and  mother  made  their  home 
for  some  time  in  Aurora,  but  since  1875  have  been 
located  in  Niles  City,  where  they  enjoy  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  - 
Three  ciiildren  blessed  the  home  of  the  parents, 
two  daughters  and  one  son.     Mr.  Graves  was  the 
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second  child  and  accompHiiJed  his  par<!nts  to  the 
West.  He  received  liis  education  mainly  in  tlie 
home  or  hie  early  youth,  but  completed  hisstudies 
in  the  High  School  of  Niles  City.  By  nature, 
self-reliant,  he  was  early  trained  into  habits  of  prac- 
tical industry. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Graves  personally  super- 
intended the  cultivation  of  three  farms:  the  Pot- 
ter farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Bertrand  Town- 
ship, and  two  hundred  in  Niles  Township;  the  Mes- 
senger farm  of  seventy  acres;  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Flatts' 
eighty-acre  farm.  These  several  pieces  of  agri- 
cultural property  are  devoted  to  general  farming 
and    stock-raising,   superior  gra<les  of  cattle  and 


horses  being  handled  upon  the  various  estates. 
'riie  wood  and  coal  business  has  been  long  estab- 
lished and  receives  a  large  custom.  January  24, 
1883,  H.  D.  Graves  and  Miss  Ella  Summei-s  were 
united  in  marriage.  Mi-s.  Graves  is  a  native  of 
Niles,  and  has  spent  her  hfe  among  the  associa- 
tions of  her  youth.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wifi!  have  no  children.  Mr.  Graves  is  a  Republi- 
can and  was  a  candidate  for  Alderman  of  the 
FourLh  Ward  of  the  city.  He  is  fraternally  a 
valued  member  of  Lodge  No.  628,  R.  A,,  of  Niles, 
and,  a  lil)eral-spirited  citizen,  is  ever  ready  to  aid 
in  all  matters  tending  to  the  promotion  of  public 
welfare. 
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